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PREFACE. 


Tlie  woi’k  of  preparing  for  publication  the  Official  Records  of  the 
Union  and  Confederate  navies,  which  was  begun  July  7,  1884,  was 
organized  under  the  superintendency  of  Prof.  J.  R.  Soley,  IT.  S.  Navy, 
at  that  time  librarian  of  the  Navy  Department,  afterwards  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

In  August,  1890,  the  work  of  collecting  these  records  and  their  clas¬ 
sification  was  ably  continued  by  his  successor,  Lieut.  F.  M.  Wise,  U.  S. 
Navy,  who,  having  received  orders  to  sea,  was  relieved  by  Lieut.  Com¬ 
mander  Richard  Rush,  U.  S.  Navy,  in  May,  1893. 

The  long-delayed  publication  was  finally  authorized  by  act  of  Con¬ 
gress  approved  July  31,  1894,  and  begun  by  Mr.  Rush.  The  first  five 
volumes  were  published  under  his  efficient  administration,  and  the 
important  duty  of  organizing  the  office  for  the  distribution  of  these 
volumes  was  accomplished.* 

In  March,  1897,  Mr.  Rush,  having  been  ordered  to  sea,  was  succeeded 
by  Prof.  Edward  K.  Rawson,  U.  S.  Navy,  as  superintendent. 

No  change  is  contemplated  at  present  in  the  outline  of  the  plan  of 
publication  as  approved  by  the  Department.  This  plan  includes  only 
the  use  of  such  material  as  may  be  certified  to  be  contemporaneous 
naval  records  of  the  war,  which  is  divided  into  three  series,  in  the 
following  order  of  arrangement: 

I.  The  first  series  embraces  the  reports,  orders,  and  correspondence, 
both  Union  and  Confederate,  relating  to  all  naval  operations  on  the 
Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts  and  inland  waters  of  the  United  States 
during  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  together  with  the  operations  of  ves¬ 
sels  acting  singly,  either  as  cruisers  or  privateers,  in  different  parts  of 
the  world.  These  reports  are  accompanied  by  occasional  maps  and 
diagrams. 

In  this  series  the  papers  are  arranged  according  to  squadrons  and 
flotillas,  chronologically,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  the  Union  reports  of 
any  events  are  immediately  followed  by  the  Confederate  reports. 

*  From  January,  1887,  tlie  office  has  had  the  competent  assistance  of  Mr.  Robert  H. 
Woods,  a  graduate  of  the  Naval  Academy,  as  chief  clerk,  under  whose  immediate 
supervision  the  volumes  are  prepared  for  the  press.— E.  K.  R 
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IT.  The  second  series  embraces  the  reports,  orders*;  and  correspond¬ 
ence  relating  to — 

1.  The  condition  of  the  Union  Navy  in  1861,  before  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  hostilities,  and  to  its  increase  during  the  progress  of 
the  war,  including  the  annual  and  special  reports  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  and  chiefs  of  the  various  bureaus. 

2.  The  construction  and  outfit  of  the  Confederate  Navy,  includ¬ 
ing  privateers,  setting  forth  also  the  annual  and  special  reports  of 
the  Confederate  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  chiefs  of  bureaus. 

3.  Statistical  data  of  all  vessels,  Union  and  Confederate,  as  far 
as  can  be  obtained. 

4.  Returns  of  naval  and  military  property  captured  by  the  navies 
of  both  sides  during  the  war. 

5.  Correspondence  relating  to  naval  prisoners. 

This  series  is  also  arranged  chronologically  in  each  of  the  above 
sections,  as  far  as  practicable. 

III.  The  third  series  embraces  all  reports,  orders,  correspondence, 
and  returns  of  the  Union  and  Confederate  authorities  not  specially 
relating  to  the  matter  of  the  first  and  second  series. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Department  to  introduce  throughout  the 
volumes  of  the  different  series  illustrations  of  each  class  or  type  of  ves¬ 
sels  referred  to,  in  order  to  preserve  the  identity  of  these  ships  as  they 
actually  appeared  during  the  war.  These  cuts  have  been  reproduced 
either  from  photographs  of  the  vessels  themselves  or  from  the  carefully 
prepared  drawings  made  from  official  sources. 

Much  difficulty  has  been  found  in  collecting  the  records,  for,  while  the 
official  reports  of  commanders  of  fleets  and  of  vessels  acting  singly  are 
on  file  in  the  Navy  Department,  it  is  found  that  the  correspondence 
between  flag-officers  and  their  subordinates  is  frequently  missing. 
Without  this  squadron  correspondence  the  historical  value  of  the  work 
would  necessarily  be  incomplete,  and  the  Department  therefore  has 
spared  no  pains  to  secure  the  letter  books  and  papers  of  the  chief  actors 
on  both  sides.  These  papers  have  for  the  most  part  been  obtained,  and 
they  have  been  copiously  used  in  the  compilation  of  the  work.  The 
reports  of  the  Union  commanders  are  full  and  fairly  complete.  It  is  to 
be  regretted,  however,  that  the  Confederate  records  are  not  equally 
complete,  due  to  the  great  difficulty  found  in  collecting  them,  and  also 
to  the  fact  that  a  large  part  of  the  archives  of  the  Confederate  Navy 
Department  was  burned  at  the  close  of  the  war.  Frequent  careful 
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searches  throughout  various  parts  of  the  country,  conducted  by  a 
special  agent  of  the  Department,  have  brought  to  light  many  duplicates 
of  these  papers,  found  among  the  personal  files  of  participants.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  publication  will  revive  the  interest  of  participants  in  the 
events  referred  to,  and  lead  them  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  the  whereabouts  of  any  papers  bearing  upon  naval  operations  in 
the  civil  war  of  which  they  may  have  knowledge. 

The  present  volume  of  the  records  (Series  I,  vol.  6)  was  divided  into 
two  divisions,  and  comprises  (1)  the  reports  of  operations  of  the  Atlan¬ 
tic  Blockading  Squadrons  from  July  16  to  October  29,  1861,  and  (2)  the 
operations  of  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  from  October 
29,  1861,  to  March  8,  1862.  On  the  former  date,  October  29,  1861,  the 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  was  divided  into  two  divisions,  which 
were  called,  respectively,  the  North  and  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadrons. 

The  reports  and  correspondence  are  placed  chronologically  in  each 
division,  with  a  distinct  heading  for  every  paper.  In  the  record  of 
events  in  which  both  sides  took  part,  the  Confederate  reports  (Avhere 
they  could  be  obtained)  immediately  follow  the  Union  reports,  while  the 
miscellaneous  Confederate  correspondence  is  placed  at  the  end  of  each 
division.  Reference  to  the  table  of  contents  will  show  the  context  of 
these  Confederate  papers.  It  is  believed  that  the  chronological 
arrangement  of  the  records,  in  connection  with  the  full  and  complete 
index  to  each  volume,  will  afford  ample  means  of  reference  to  its  con¬ 
tents  without  other  subdivision  or  classification.  In  reports  of  special 
or  single  events,  in  which  the  papers  bear  specific  relation  to  those 
events,  the  chronological  order  has  been  somewhat  modified,  and  such 
documents  have  been  placed  together  in  the  compilation. 

Edward  K.  Kawson, 
Robert  H.  Woods, 

Compilers. 

Navy  Department, 

Washington ,  I).  C.,  November,  1897. 


Note. _ The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  law  governing  the  dis¬ 

tribution  of  the  sets  comprising  the  publication  (act  of  Congress 
approved  July  31,  1894): 

*  #  *  Of  said  number,  six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty 

copies  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  two  thou¬ 
sand  one  hundred  and  twelve  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  one 
thousand  and  forty-eight  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Navy  Department 
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and  for  distribution  by  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Navy  among  officers  of  tlie 
Navy  and  contributors  to  the  work.  The  quotas  herein  authorized  of 
said  publication  for  the  Senate  and  House  of  Eepresentatives  shall  be 
sent  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  such  libraries,  organizations,  and 
individuals  as  may  be  designated  by  the  Senators,  Eepresentatives,  and 
Delegates  of  the  Fifty-third  Congress,  it  being  the  purpose  of  this  dis¬ 
tribution  herein  provided  for  to  place  these  records  in  public  libraries, 
and  with  permanent  organizations  having  libraries,  so  far  as  such  libra¬ 
ries  may  exist  in  the  several  States  and  Territories.  Each  Senator 
shall  designate  not  exceeding  twenty-four  and  each  Eepresentative  and 
Delegate  not  exceeding  nineteen  of  such  addresses,  and  the  volumes 
shall  be  sent  thereto  from  time  to  time,  as  they  are  published,  until  the 
publication  is  completed ;  and  all  sets  that  may  not  be  ordered  to  be  dis¬ 
tributed  as  provided  herein  shall  be  sold  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
for  cost  of  publication,  with  ten  per  centum  added  thereto,  and  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  of  such  sale  shall  be  covered  into  the  Treasury.  If  two  or  more 
sets  of  said  volumes  are  ordered  to  the  same  address,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  shall  inform  the  Senators,  Eepresentatives,  or  Delegates  who 
have  designated  the  same,  who  thereupon  may  designate  other  libraries, 
organizations,  or  individuals.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  shall  inform 
distributees  at  whose  instance  the  volumes  are  sent. 

The  following  joint  resolution  regarding  the  distribution  of  the  work 
was  approved  January  30,  1896: 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  Rouse  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States 
of  America  in  Congress  assembled ,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  send  the  undistributed 
copies  of  the  Official  Eecords  of  the  War  of  the  Eebellion,  both  of  the 
Union  and  of  the  Confederate  navies,  to  such  libraries,  organizations, 
and  individuals  as  may  be  designated  before  the  meeting  of  the  next 
Congress  by  the  Eepresentatives  in  the  Fifty-fourth  Congress  of  the 
districts  whose  Eepresentatives  in  the  Fifty-third  Congress  failed  to 
designate  the  distributees  of  their  quota  of  said  Official  Eecords,  or 
any  part  thereof,  as  authorized  by  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July 
thirty-first,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-four,  and  the  joint  resolution 
approved  March  second,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-five,  to  the  extent 
and  in  the  manner  and  form  provided  in  said  act. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  act  of  Congress  of  May  28, 1896, 
which  increased  the  edition  from  10,000  to  11,000  copies : 

*  *  *  For  printing,  binding,  and  wrapping  one  thousand  addi¬ 

tional  copies  of  series  one,  volumes  one,  two,  three,  and  four,  for  supply¬ 
ing  officers  of  the  Navy  who  have  not  received  the  work,  two  thousand 
four  hundred  dollars. 


ORDER  OF  COMPILATION  OF  NAVAL  WAR  RECORDS. 


SERIES  I. 
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Surrender  of  the  Pensacola  Navy  Yard. 

Cooperation  of  the  Navy  in  the  relief  of  Fort  Pickens. 

3.  Operations  on  the  Atlantic  Coast,  January  to  May  13, 1861. 

Cooperation  of  the  Navy  in  the  attempts  to  relieve  Fort  Sumter. 

Abandonment  and  destruction  of  the  Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Home  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast,  U.  S.  N. 

4.  Operations  on  the  Potomac  and  Eappahannock  Rivers,  1861-1865. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Commander  Ward,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Captain  Craven,  U.  S.N.,  1861. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Lieutenant  Wyman,  U.  S.  N„  1861-1862. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Commodore  Harwood,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1863. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Commander  Parker,  U.  S.  N.,  1863-1865. 

5.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadrons,  1861-1865. 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  S.  N.,  May  13  to  Sept.  23, 1861. 
West  India  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Naval  Defenses  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Barron,  C.  S.  N. 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.N.,  1861. 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  N.,  1861-1862. 
Naval  Defenses  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Lynch,  C.  S.  N. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Buchanan,  C.  S.  N. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Tattnall,  C.  S.  N. 

James  River  Flotilla,  under  Commodore  Wilkes,  U.  S.  N.,  1862. 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1864. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officers  Forrest  and  Mitchell,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Naval  Defenses  Inland  Waters  of  North  Carolina,  under  Commander  Pinkney,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Naval  Defenses  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Lynch,  C.  S.  N. 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  N.,  1864-1865. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officers  Mitchell  and  Semmes,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Naval  Defenses  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Pinkney,  C.  S.  N. 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford,  U.  S.  N.,  1865. 

South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Du  Pont,  XT.  S.  N.,  1861-1863. 

*  Naval  Defenses  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  under  Flag-Officer  Tattnall,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Naval  Defenses  of  Charleston  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Ingraham,  0.  S.  N. 
South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  N.,  1863-1865. 

*  Naval  Defenses  of  Charleston  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Tucker,  C.  S.  N. 
Naval  Defenses  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  under  Flag-Officers  Hunter  and  Tattnall,  C.  S.  N. 


*  The  Confederate  material  under  this  head  is  very  scant.  It  is  therefore  hoped  that  those  who 
have  any  Confederate  naval  documents  upon  the  subject  will  communicate  with  the  Office  of  Naval 
War  Records,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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6.  Gulf  Blockading  Squadrons,  1861-1865. 

Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Mervine,  U.  S.  X.,  1861. 

Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  McKean,  tJ.  S.  X.,  1861-1862. 

*  Mississippi  .River  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Hollins,  C.  S.  X. 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  McKean,  T7.  S.  X.,  1862. 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lardner,  U.  S.  X .,  1862. 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  TJ.  S.  X.,  1862-1864. 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Captain  Greene,  IT.  S.  N.,  1864. 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  U.  S.  N.,  1864-1865. 
West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  N.,  1862-1863. 

Mortar  Flotilla,  under  Commander  Porter,  TJ.  S.  X.,  1862. 

Lower  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Commander  J.  K.  Mitchell,  C.  S.  X. 

*  Mobile  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Randolph,  C.  S.  X. 

Trans-Mississippi  Marine  Department,  under  Major  Leon  Smith,  C.  S.  A. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Commodore  Bell,  TJ.  S.  X.  (ad  interim),  1863. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  X.,  1864. 

*  Mobile  Defenses,  under  Admiral  Buchanan,  C.  S.  X. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Commodore  Palmer,  TJ.  S.  X.,  1864-1865. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  TJ.  S.  X.,  1865. 

*  Mobile  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Farrand,  C.  S.  X. 

7.  Operations  on  the  Western  Rivers,  1861-1865. 

Xaval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Commander  Rodgers,  TJ.  S.  X.,  1861. 

Xaval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Flag-Officer  Foote,  TJ.  S.  X.,  1861-1862. 

*  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Hollins,  C.  S.  X. 

XavalForces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Flag-Officer  Davis,  TJ.  S.  X.,  1862. 

*  Mississippi  River  Defense  Fleet,  under  Captain  Montgomery,  C.  S.  A. 

*  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Commander  R.  F.  Pinkney,  C.  S.  X. 

*  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Lynch,  C.  S.  X. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  under  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  X.,  1862-1864. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  TJ.  S.  X.,  1864-1865. 

*  Xaval  Defenses  of  Red  River,  Louisiana,  under  Lieutenant  J.  H.  Carter,  C.  S.  X. 

*  The  Confederate  material  under  this  head  is  very  scant.  It  is  therefore  hoped  that  those  who 
have  any  Confederate  naval  documents  upon  the  subject  will  communicate  with  the  Office  of  Xaval 
War  Records,  Xavy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 


LIST  OF  UNITED  STATES  VESSELS  OF  WA Ji  SERVING  IN  THE  ATLANTIC  AND 
NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRONS  DURING  THE  PERIOD  COVERED 
BY  THIS  VOLUME. 


Name. 

Kate. 

Ton¬ 

nage. 

Fourth . 

378 

368 

500 

Fourth  . 

407 

1,  726 

540 

Third . 

858 

144 

362 

Fourth . 

507 

100 

Fourth . 

513 

513 

Second . 

1,867 

1,720 

506 

Fourth . 

399 

Fourth . 

682 

Fourth . 

357 

Fourth . 

118 

Fourth . 

220 

Fourth . 

.  297 

Third . 

938 

Fourth . 

622 

Fourth . 

75 

Third . 

619 

Fourth . 

108 

Fourth . 

200 

Fourth . 

517 

Third . 

1,016 

133 

Third . 

1,150 

Fourth . 

180 

Third . 

1,  364 

Fourth . 

295 

Third . 

730 

First . 

3, 307 

Fourth . 

655 

Fourth . 

513 

Fourth . 

625 

Fourth . 

541 

Second  . 

1,289 

Fourth . 

389 

Fourth . 

270 

Philadelphia . 

Fourth . 

l  500 
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- II 

Class. 

Crew. 

Guns. 

Screw  steamer . 

68 

5 

Bark . 

71 

6 

Side- wheel  steamer . 

18 

1 

35 

72 

Bark . 

68 

6 

Screw  steamer . 

96 

5 

40 

2 

Supply  ship . . 

23 

1 

Screw  steamer . 

80 

4 

12 

4 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

96 

4 

29 

4 

Sailing  frigate . 

406 

50 

Coast  Survey  steamer  .... 

56 

2 

Sloop  of  war . - . 

288 

24 

123 

15 

Screw  steamer . 

34 

2 

do . 

57 

4 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

68 

5 

Screw  steamer . 

42 

1 

46 

4 

Bark . 

79 

6 

Screw  steamer . 

116 

7 

Bark . 

103 

6 

Sailing  sloop . 

15 

1 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

100 

5 

Screw  steamer . 

18 

1 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

69 

2 

99 

4 

Screw  sloop . 

154 

6 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

30 

2 

Sloop  of  war . 

186 

20 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

30 

3 

119 

2 

Screw  steamer . 

85 

5 

Side- wheel  steamer . 

84 

6 

Screw  frigate . 

540 

47 

Screw  steamer . 

96 

3 

Side- wheel  steamer . 

78 

2 

Screw  steamer . 

50 

3 

65 

5 

Screw  sloop . 

161 

9 

Screw  steamer . 

69 

5 

Sailing  brig . 

77 

7 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

24 

1 

XVII 
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List  of 


UNITED  STATES  VESSELS  OF  WAR. 

» 

United  States  vessels  of  war  serving  in  the  Atlantic  and  North  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadrons  during  the  period  covered  by  this  volume  Continued. 


"Name. 

Kate. 

Ton-  1 

NAGE. 

Class. 

Crew. 

Guns. 

500 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

14 

1 

1,600 

. do . 

129 

4 

Quaker  City . 

111 

Screw  steamer . 

20 

1 

3,  425 

Screw  frigate . 

347 

44 

350 

Sailing  ship . 

19 

1 

1,726 

Sailing  frigate . 

395 

49 

1,726 

. do . 

374 

52 

1,726 

801 

Sloop  of  war.. . . 

264 

26 

Screw  sloop . 

120 

5 

Fourth . 

180 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

40 

2 

751 

. do . 

61 

4 

Southfield . 

407 

Screw  steamor . 

94 

5 

SLiii s  (Uii  k? trip 03 

1, 204 
226 

Side- wheel  steamer . 

113 

9 

State  of  Georgia . 

. do . 

21 

1 

2,  450 
341 

1,114 

. do . 

264 

15 

. do . 

69 

4 

Screw  steamer . 

75 

4 

190 

_ do . 

48 

5 

783 

Sailing  sloop . 

179 

20 

3,  274 
326 

Screw  frigate . 

523 

46 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

62 

4 

139 

Screw  steamer . 

45 

1 

334 

Sailing  ship . 

29 

1 

149 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

17 

2 

173 

Screw  steamer . 

13 

1 

418 

. do . 

85 

5 

127 

. do . 

25 

1 

Afterwards  TJ.  S.  S.  King  Philip. 


c 

"1  A  T  iTOTsTT)  A  T?. 

— 

1861. 

JULY. 

AUGUST. 

SEPTEMBER. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

7 

14 

21 

28 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 

17 

24 

31 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

6 

13 

20 

27 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

6 

13 

20 

27 

7 

14 

21 

28 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 

17 

24 

31 

1 

8 

!  15 
22 
29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 

17 

24 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

6 

13 

20 

27 

7 

14 

21 

28 

OCTOBER. 

NOVEMBER. 

DECEMBER. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

6 

13 

20 

27 

7 

14 

21 

28 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 

17 

24 

31 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

3 

10 

17 

24 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

6 

13 

20 

27 

7 

14 

21 

28 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 

17 

24 

31 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

6 

13 

20 

27 

7 

14 

21 

28 

1862. 

JANUARY. 

FEBRUARY. 

MARCH. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

- 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 

17 

24 

31 

4 

11 

18 

25 

1 

8 

15 

22 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

5 

12 

19 

26 

6 

13 

20 

27 

7 

14 

21 

28 

2 

9 

16 

23 

3 

10 

17 

24 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

6 

13 

20 

27 

7 

14 

21 

28 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 

17 

24 

31 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

6 

13 

20 

27 

7 

14 

21 

28 
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ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


FEOM  JULY  16  TO  OOTOBEK  29,  1861. 


General  report  of  Flag- Officer  Stringham ,  IJ.  8.  Navy,  commanding 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  the  affairs  of  his  command. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Hoads,  July  16,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  understand  the  charters  of  the  Mount  Yernon  and  the  Dawn 
are  about  expiring,  and  I  should  infer  from  the  reports  of  their  cap¬ 
tains  that  these  vessels  are  in  about  the  same  situation  as  the  Monticello, 
and  unfit  for  recharter. 

It  is  very  important  to  have  one  or  two  steam  tugs  here,  as  there  is 
much  towing  at  this  point. 

I  would  suggest  that  as  merchant  vessels  with  provisions  for  Wash¬ 
ington  often  ask  for  convoy,  and  I  have  no  vessel,  I  might,  if  permitted, 
put  20  or  25  armed  men  on  board  in  charge  of  an  officer. 

The  Savannah,  Captain  J.  B.  Hull,  reported  to  me  to-day,  stating 
that  his  ship  is  short  of  her  complement  28  ordinary  seamen,  1  gun¬ 
ner’s  mate,  and  1  armorer. 

He  also  reports  as  passengers  Captain  Josiah  Watson  and  17  marines 
for  the  Niagara.  As  I  shall  order  the  Savannah  to  cruise  off  the  coast 
of  North  Carolina,  I  respectfully  enquire  whether  I  had  not  better 
place  them  on  board  the  Susquehanna,  as  she,  I  suppose,  will  eventually 
go  to  the  Gulf. 

I  also  report  the  arrival  of  the  Perry  this  day,  and  would  suggest  the 
advantage  of  sending  her  at  once  to  the  Washington  navy  yard,  as  by 
report  of  her  commander  she  is  in  need  of  many  repairs. 

1  regret  that  Lieutenant  Commanding  Parrott  has  been  obliged  to 
leave  his  station  before  the  arrival  of  the  Jamestown,  which  vessel  I 
have  ordered  to  go  direct  to  Fernandina  on  the  arrival  of  the  St.  Law¬ 
rence  off  Savannah. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Thomson,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  TJ .  S.  S.  Seminole,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  Atlantic  Block¬ 
ading  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  July  16,  1861. 
Sir:  The  IJ.  S.  steam  sloop  Seminole,  under  your  command,  will 
form  a  part  of  the  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Flag-Officer  S.  H. 
Stringham.  As  soon,  therefore,  as  she  shall  be  ready  for  sea,  you  will 
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proceed  with  her  to  Hampton  Roads  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  String- 

ham  for  duty.  .  .  ,  ,  f 

Transmit  to  the  Department  before  sailing  a,  complete  muster  roll  ot 

the  crew  of  the  Seminole  and  a  separate  list  ot  her  officers. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  Gideon  Welles. 

Commander  E.  R.  Thomson, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Seminole ,  Philadelphia. 


Report  of  Captain  Marston,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Cum¬ 
berland,  transmitting  account  of  the  cruise  of  that  vessel  from  North 
Carolina  to  Boston. 

IT.  S.  Ship  Cumberland, 


Boston ,  July  16,  1861. 


Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  safe  arrival  of  this  ship, 
in  three  days,  from  the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  last  from  Cape  Hat 
teras.  Herewith  you  will  receive  a  copy  of  my  report  to  Flag-Officer 
Stringham. 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 

Captain. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Ship  Cumberland, 

Boston,  July  16,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  safe  arrival  of  this  ship, 
and  that  in  compliance  with  your  orders  of  the  5tli  instant,  I  proceeded 
as  far  south  as  Cape  Hatteras,  keeping  as  close  in  on  the  North  Caro¬ 
lina  shore  as  safety  would  allow.  During  this  short  cruise  nothing  of 
importance  transpired.  Between  Cape  Henry  and  False  Cape  I  saw 
five  vessels  on  shore— one  ship,  one  brig,  two  schooners,  and  one  with¬ 
out  any  masts;  also  another  schooner  south  of  Wimble  Shoals  [N.  C.]. 
On  the  10th  instant  I  boarded  the  Bremen  ship  Hermine,  from  New 
York,  bound  to  Baltimore,  and  found  her  papers  all  correct. 

On  the  night  of  the  10th  instant  spoke  the  Albatross  and  Daylight, 
and  on  the  following  evening  again  fell  in  with  the  Albatross  with  her 
engine  broken  down,  which  I  was  happy,  with  our  mechanics,  to  be 
able  to  repair. 

Owing  to  very  light  winds  I  did  not  roach  Cape  Hatteras  till  the  loth 
instant,  on  which  day  1  commenced  my  passage  to  this  place. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flag- Officer  Stringham,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  the  location  of  the  headquarters  of 
his  squadron. 

Confidential.]  U-  S.  S.  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  July  17,  1861. 

Sir  :  If  it  is  your  desire  at  any  time  that  the  Minnesota  should  proceed 
to  sea,  and  you  think  my  services  necessary  here,  I  would  cheerfully, 
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for  the  time  being,  take  up  my  quarters  on  board  one  of  the  vessels  in 
this  harbor,  even  a  storeship,  and  let  her  go. 

As  regards  myself,  from  the  daily  experience  1  have  had,  I  can  not 
but  think  my  presence  here  is  of  very  great  advantage;  nevertheless, 
this  conclusion  of  my  judgment  is  respectfully  submitted  for  the  con¬ 
currence  of  the  Department,  and  I  am  frank  to  say  I  would  be  quite  as 
well  pleased  at  sea  as  here. 

There  must  be  a  large  vessel  all  the  time  at  this  point  to  cooper¬ 
ate  with  the  Army,  and  I  shall  not  think  I  am  doing  my  duty  not  to 
keep  at  least  one  here  all  the  time,  in  addition  to  the  small  steamers  in 
the  Chesapeake. 

Vessels  are  coming  and  going  all  the  time,  and  constantly  calling 
upon  me  for  directions. 

It  is  my  desire,  however,  solely  to  carry  out  your  views. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringiiam, 

Flag- Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringiiam ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron ,  giving  stations  of  vessels  of  his  command. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads ,  July  17,  1861 , 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  remind  the  Department  that  as  I  have  dis¬ 
patched  vessels  to  different  stations  I  have  made  report.  I  now  take 
the  liberty  of  stating  the  position  of  all  vessels  under  my  command: 

St.  Lawrence  is  ordered  to  Savannah  to  relieve  the  Jamestown ,  which 
last  is  ordered  to  Fernandina. 

The  Flag  is  off  Savannah. 

Wabash  and  Union ,  off' Charleston ;  the  former  is  nearly  out  of  coal, 
and  will  be  absent  from  ten  to  .twelve  days. 

Roanoke ,  Albatross ,  and  Daylight ,  off  coast  of  North  Carolina. 

Quaker  City  at  Cape  Henry. 

Minnesota ,  Brig  Perry  (requiring  repairs),  Hampton  Roads. 

Penguin ,  cruising  in  Chesapeake  Bay. 

Monticello ,  mouth  of  J ames  River. 

Mount  Vernon ,  off  Rappahannock  River. 

Dawn,  off  York  River. 

Savannah ,  gone  off  coast  of  North  Carolina. 

The  vessels  composing  the  flotilla*  I  have  no  knowledge  of. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  confidential  let¬ 
ter!  of  July  11,  also  your  letter!  of  July  15,  ordering  Susquehanna  to 
Philadelphia,  and  one!  of  the  same  date  containing  report  of  Lieutenant 
Rodgers. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer ,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy.  _ 


Potomac  Flotilla. 


tSee  Vol.  5,  pp.  786,793. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  of  the  sailing  of  the  U.  8.  vessels  Susquehanna 
and  Savannah. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads ,  July  17,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  Susque¬ 
hanna  has  sailed  to-day  for  Philadelphia. 

As  I  have  ordered  the  Savannah  to  cruise  ofi  the  coast  of  North 
Carolina,  I  have  removed  the  captain  of  marines  and  men  who  were 
intended  for  the  Niagara  from  the  Savannah  on  board  this  ship. 

The  Savannah  will  sail  to-day  or  to-morrow. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 


Report  of  Captain  Marston,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Cum¬ 
berland,  regarding  deficiency  in  the  complement  of  that  vessel. 

IT.  S.  Ship  Cumberland, 

Boston,  July  17,  1861. 

Sir:  Since  my  arrival  at  this  place  I  have  heard  that  the  after 
pivot  gun  is  to  be  restored  to  this  ship.  May  I  ask  permission  from 
you  to  increase  the  number  of  the  crew  sufficient  to  man  that  gun,  say 
8  seamen,  10  ordinary  seamen,  3  landsmen,  and  1  quarter  gunner,  in 
accordance  with  the  ordnance  instructions.  I  would  respectfully 
remind  the  Department  that  the  complement  of  lieutenants  for  the 
Cumberland  is  one  deficient.  As  this  ship  has  no  midshipmen,  will  you 
have  the  goodness  to  order  any  who  can  be  spared  from  other  service. 
On  the  evening  of  the  destruction  of  the  navy  yard  at  Norfolk  there 
were  received  on  board  this  ship  forty  or  fifty  men  from  the  Pennsylva- 
nia,  all  one-year  men,  and  most  of  whom  are  near  the  expiration  of 
their  terms  of  service.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  they  be  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  receiving  ship  on  this  station. 

N  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 

Captain,  Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Cumberland. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  JJ.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  transmitting  memo¬ 
randum  and  correspondence  regarding  the  inefficiency  of  the  blockade 
of  Southern  ports. 


Navy  Department,  July  17, 1861. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State,  dated  the  15th  instant,  to  which  your  attention  is  invited, 
together  with  copies  of  the  letters  and  memorandum  therein  referred  to, 
in  relation  to  the  blockade  of  the  ports  in  North  and  South  Carolina. 
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I  also  enclose  a  copy  of  a  communication  *  from  Lieutenant  Lowry, 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  dated  June  1,  which  may  contain  information  of  importance 
to  you  respecting  tlie  means  the  citizens  of  Virginia  have  of  communi¬ 
cating  with  the  ocean  through  North  Carolina,  etc. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Bloclcade. 

[Enclosure.] 

Department  of  State, 

Washington ,  July  15 ,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  for  your  information,  and 
with  the  hope  that  such  steps  may  be  at  once  taken  as  to  lead  to  the 
effectual  blockade  of  all  the  ports  in  North  and  South  Carolina,  a  com¬ 
munication  from  Hon.  Moses  H.  Grinnell,  of  New  York,  together  with 
a  letter  from  Messrs.  Stoddard  &  Clark,  accompanied  by  a  memoran¬ 
dum  in  which  are  mentioned  the  ports  where  vessels  are  enabled  to 
arrive  and  depart  with  cargoes,  to  the  detriment  of  law-abiding  citizens 
in  the  loyal  States. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  H.  Seward. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Subenclosure.] 

New  York,  July  12, 1861. 

Sir:  Eecently,  owing  to  the  ineffectual  state  of  the  blockade  of  the 
ports  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  residents  of  that  State,  in  con¬ 
nection  with  sympathizers  in  this  city,  have  chartered  British  vessels 
to  load  with  naval  stores  at  Beaufort,  Wilmington,  and  other  ports, 
taking  a  clearance  for  Nassau,  New  Providence,  and  there  clearing 
regularly,  and  from  thence  bringing  and  disposing  of  the  cargoes  here, 
thus  securing  a  large  profit,  to  the  prejudice  of  United  States  citizens 
who  are  law  abiding  and  without  a  murmur  submitting  to  the  loss  of 
business  consequent  upon  the  proclamation  of  the  President  declaring 
the  ports  blockaded. 

We  are  credibly  informed  that,  at  the  present  time,  a  number  of  ves¬ 
sels  are  loading  at  Beaufort  and  Wilmington,  and  respectfully  ask  that 
some  steps  be  taken  to  put  an  end  to  the  unlawful  as  well  as  unjust 
business. 

^Respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

Stoddard  &  Clark. 

Hon.  W.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


My  Dear  Str  :  The  enclosed  memorandum  is  from  a  reliable  source. 
Why  can  not  those  ports  named  be  blockaded?  God  knows  there  are 
steamers  enough  in  this  country — guns,  men,  and  materials  enough  to 
close  them  up  as  tight  as  a  bottle. 

Yours,  truly, 

M.  H.  Grinnell. 


*  See  Vol.  5,  p.  68$. 
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[Memorandum.] 

Vessels  are  loading  for  England,  Nassau,  and  Halifax  at  Beaufort, 
Wilmington,  Ocracoke,  and  Hatteras  inlets,  North  Carolina,  and  prob¬ 
ably  at  Beaufort,  S.  C.,  and  Georgetown  [S.  0.]. 

Vessels  have  been  chartered  at  Halifax  and  St.  John,  New  Bruns¬ 
wick,  and  also  at  New  York,  to  proceed  to  Beaufort  and  Wilmington 
for  cargoes,  naval  stores  for  Europe  or  to  West  Indies  or  the  provinces, 
and  thence  to  be  shipped  to  New  York. 

That  the  British  consul,  who  is  an  American  and  a  member  of  a  com¬ 
mercial  house  at  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  is  chartering,  through  his  house, 
vessels  and  placing  them  under  British  colors  for  the  shipment  of  naval 

stores.  . 

Letters  to  July  2  state  there  has  been  no  blockade  notified  at  Wil¬ 
mington,  N.  C. 

Schooner  Willet  S.  Robbins  and  brig  John  Balch  [ Hannah  Balch], 
with  West  Indian  cargoes,  have  been  captured  and  carried  into  Ocracoke 
Inlet. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 

Blockading  Squadron,  transmitting  reports  regarding  fugitive  slaves. 

IT.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  July  18,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  the  Department  copies  of  reports, 
July  15  and  17,  of  Commander  O.  S.  Glisson,  of  the  Mount  Vernon,  with 
a  request  by  him  to  me  that  I  shall  instruct  him  what  to  do  with  the 
negroes  on  board  his  vessel,  and  with  others  that  may  come.  If  we 
are  to  receive  the  reports  of  these  negroes  at  all,  I  can  not  see  how  we 
can  divide  their  statements,  accepting  only  that  which  may  appear  use¬ 
ful  to  us  and  rejecting  the  balance.  If  it  is  true  what  they  state  about 
the  murdering  of  a  Union  man,  the  name  of  whose  widow  they  give, 
and  her  place  of  residence,  and  the  amount  and  disposition  of  the 
traitors  in  Mathews  County,  I  can  not  see  how  we  can  well  escape 
receiving  the  other  portion  of  their  statements,  that  the  rebels  propose 
using  them  in  their  armies,  etc,  and  that  if  they  are  forced  to  return 
(they  will  not  voluntarily)  they  fear  being  murdered. 

With  such  a  case  presented  to  me  I  should  do  exactly  what  Com¬ 
mander  Glisson  has — receive  them  and  take  care  of  them  until  I  could 
hear  from  the  Department. 

If  negroes  are  to  be  used  in  this  contest,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  say¬ 
ing  they  should  be  used  to  preserve  the  Government,  not  to  destroy  it. 

These  men  are  destitute;  shall  I  ration  them?  They  may  be  serv¬ 
iceable  on  board  our  storeships. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 

[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  S.  Mount  Vernon, 
Rappahannock  [River],  July  15,  1861. 

Sir.  I  have  to  report  that  this  morning  at  daylight  we  observed  a 
boat  adrift  near  Stingray  light  house,  and  soon  after  discovered  a  man 
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in  tlie  light-house.  We  manned  a  boat,  armed  her,  and  sent  her  with 
an  officer  to  pick  up  the  boat  and  to  ascertain  who  was  in  the  light¬ 
house. 

At  8:30  the  boat  returned,  bringing  with  her  six  negroes  who  had 
deserted  from  the  shore  during  the  night  and  taken  shelter  in  the  light¬ 
house,  casting  their  boat  adrift  to  avoid  detection. 

They  appear  to  be  very  much  frightened  and  state  that  the  people  on 
shore  are  about  arming  the  negroes,  with  the  intention  of  placing  them 
in  the  front  of  the  battle.  Their  taking  this  course  has  caused  much 
excitement  amongst  the  negro  population,  who  are  deserting  in  every 
direction.  Two  other  boats  made  their  escape  last  night,  in  the  hope 
of  being  picked  up  by  some  vessel  passing  in  the  bay. 

I  have  rationed  these  negroes  on  board  of  this  vessel,  until  I  receive 
orders  from  you  as  to  their  disposal.  They  inform  me  that  there  is  not 
a  Union  man  near  the  entrance  of  the  river.  A  few  weeks  since  they 
murdered  the  only  Union  man  near  Stingray  Point.  His  widow,  Mrs. 
George  Wilson,  with  three  little  children,  are  yet  on  the  farm  near  the 
point ;  they  are  apparently  unmolested. 

These  negroes  further  inform  me  that  ammunition  is  very  scarce  and 
that  the  500  men  in  Mathews  County  have  not  two  rounds  of  cartridges 
with  them.  These  men  are  about  10  miles  from  Stingray  Point,  and 
are  the  nearest  armed  force  in  this  vicinity. 

Enclosed  I  forward  you  a  list  of  these  slaves,  together  with  a  list  of 
the  names  of  their  owners. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  S.  Glisson, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  Silas  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  the  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


[Subencloaure.] 

List  of  slaves. 

John  Hunter  ..  ) 

Samuel  Hunter  '  . - . 

Miles  Hunter . .  ) 

Peter  Hunter . 

Alexander  Franklin . 

David  Harris . 


Owners. 

...  Joseph  Moore 

_ S.  Crittenden 

Robert  R.  Carter 
Jeremiah  Harron 


U.  S.  S.  Mount  Vernon, 
Rappahannock  [River],  July  17,  1861. 

Sir-  I  have  to  report  that  three  more  slaves,  named,  respectively, 
Lewis  Ransom,  Robert  Brookes,  and  Albert  Hutchings,  belonging  to 
John  H.  Dunlavey,  of  Mathews  County,  Va.,  gave  themselves  up  this 

morning.  ,,  ...  ,  , 

Will  you  please  inform  me  how  I  shall  dispose  of  these  men  and  how 

I  shall  act  in  future  when  they  come  on  board1?  They  say  that  if  they 
should  be  returned  they  would  be  murdered.  „ 

We  are  all  well  on  board  and  everything  is  quiet  off  the  Rappa 

hannock.  ,  .. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  ’  O.  S.  Glisson, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  Silas  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  the  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flay-  Officer  Stringham,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  fugitive 

slaves. 

Navy  Department,  July  22, 1861. 

Sir:  Tour  dispatch  No.  70,  in  relation  to  certain  negroes  who  have 
fled  from  Virginia  and  are  on  board  the  Mount  Vernon,  asking  what 
disposition  shall  be  made  of  them,  is  received. 

It  is  not  the  policy  of  the  Government  to  invite  or  encourage  this 
class  of  desertions,  and  yet,  under  the  circumstances,  no  other  course 
than  that  pursued  by  Commander  Glisson  could  be  adopted  without 
violating  every  principle  of  humanity. 

To  return  them  would  be  impolitic  as  well  as  cruel,  and,  as  you 
remark,  “they  may  be  made  serviceable  ou  board  our  storeships,”  you 
will  do  well  to  employ  them. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 

Blockading  Squadron ,  transmitting  report  of  commanding  officer  of  the 

chartered  steamer  Union  regarding  the  cruise  of  that  vessel. 

G.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  July  18,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  to-day  of  the  steamer 
Union,  and  I  am  more  fully  prepared  to  renew  the  opinion  formerly 
expressed  that  she  is  unfit  for  sea  blockading. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Commander  J.  E.  Goldsborough,  by 
which  you  will  perceive  she  has  been  considerably  injured  by  being 
run  into. 

I  await  the  instructions  of  the  Department. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


[Enclosure.] 

TJ.  S.  S.  Union, 
Hampton  Roads ,  July  18,  1861. 

Commodore  :  I  report  my  arrival  at  this  place,  three  days  from  the 
blockading  squadron  off  Charleston,  where  I  left  the  frigates  Roanoke 
and  Wabash,  also  the  sloop  of  war  Vandalia.  The  latter  had  been 
ordered  to  take  a  position  off  Bull’s  Inlet  [Bay]  as  a  blockader. 

I  coasted  it  along  on  my  way  until  up  with  Cape  Hatteras,  at  which 
point  I  was  compelled  to  seek  au  offing  on  account  of  a  severe  storm  of 
wind,  accompanied  with  thick,  rainy  weather.  Off  Wilmington,  N.  C., 
I  communicated  with  Commander  Lockwood,  of  the  Daylight,  and 
should  have  communicated  also  with  Commander  Prentiss,  of  the  Alba¬ 
tross,  but  the  thick,  stormy  weather  prevented  my  seeing  him;  and  at 
this  point  several  vessels  to  seaward  hove  in  sight,  one  of  them  a 
suspicious  looking  schooner,  to  which  I  gave  chase;  an  account  of  her 
will  be  found  in  my  abstract. 
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I  regret  to  inform  you  that  the  Union  has  been  leaking  badly  for 
some  time.  The  carpenter  of  the  Wabash ,  upon  examination,  reported 
she  had  started  some  of  the  butts,  and  that  in  places  under  her  battery 
she  required  recalking.  My  impression  is  that  her  battery  is  too  heavy 
and  that  she  has  strained  herself,  for  even  in  a  moderate  seaway  she 
trembles  and  labors  considerably. 

I  have  also  to  report  that  on  the  2d  instant,  while  off  Charleston,  I 
was  run  into  by  the  Spanish  ship  Plus  Ultra ,  carrying  away  my  fore¬ 
yard,  starboard  main  and  mizzen  rigging,  starboard  side  of  the  hurri¬ 
cane  roof,  moving  the  entire  building  and  engine  room  over  to  port,  and 
starting  her  upper  works  above  the  bends  on  the  starboard  quarter, 
together  with  the  total  destruction  of  our  starboard  quarter  boat. 
Through  the  kindness  of  Captain  Mercer,  of  the  Wabash,  who  sent  his 
carpenters  to  my  assistance,  our  damages  have  been  but  partially 
repaired,  for  when  it  rains  the  officers7  apartments,  including  their  sleep¬ 
ing  berths,  are  uninhabitable,  and  my  own  are  but  a  very  little  better. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  make  known  these  facts  before  this  vessel  is 
returned  to  her  owners ;  but  should  it  be  the  intention  of  the  Department 
to  recharter  or  purchase  her  to  express  a  hope  that  she  may  be  repaired, 
magazine,  shell  room,  and  flooring  altered,  and  the  officers,  myself  in¬ 
cluded,  made  as  comfortable  as  her  very  limited  space  will  admit. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  Goldsborough, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  U.  S.  Wavy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron ,  transmitting  report  of  Commander  Lockwood, 
U.  S.  Wavy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Daylight,  regarding  the  blockade  of 
Wilmington,  W.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  July  19  [18],  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copies  of  reports  *  of  Flag-Officer 
Pendergrast  and  Commander  Lockwood. 

The  Penquin  made  a  cruise  yesterday  and  day  before  up  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay  and  down  the  east  side,  anchoring  [aj  short 
time  in  Tangier  Sound. 

Nothing  of  importance  reported  by  her  commander. 

The  Savannah  has  sailed. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Wavy. 


[Enclosure.] 

TJ.  S.  S.  Daylight, 

Off  Cape  Fear  River,  July  16,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  arrived  off  the  New  Inlet  of 
Cane  Fear  Eiver  on  the  13th  instant,  and  saw  a  small  steamer  pass  out 
theold  channel  without  being  able  to  prevent  it,  as  the  passage  aroun 
the  shoal  is  50  or  60  miles,  and  on  our  going  around,  off  the  South 


*  For  Pendergrast’s  report  see  Yol.  5,  p.  791. 
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Channel,  we  noticed  that  several  small  vessels  and  one  or  two  small 
steamers  passed  out  the  New  Inlet.  Thus  you  will  perceive  that  it  is 
quite  impossible  for  us  to  keep  up  an  effective  blockade. 

There  should  be  a  vessel  stationed  at  each  entrance  to  keep  up  a  close 
blockade,  and  we  should  have  a  vessel  off  Beaufort  Harbor,  for  I  boarded 
an  English  schooner,  bound  to  Halifax  with  cotton,  turpentine,  and 
peanuts,  and  he  informed  me  that  there  was  an  English  brig  there,  and 
he  thought  that  an  English  vessel  was  also  at  Wilmington. 

In  addition  to  the  above  we  should  have  a  blockading  vessel  off 
Georgetown,  S.  C.  I  trust  the  flag-officer  will  detail  another  gunboat 
to  cooperate  with  me  that  we  may  effectually  shut  up  Cape  Fear  River. 

I  spoke  the  IT.  S.  ship  Cumberland  the  first  night  out  from  Hampton 
Roads,  and  I  find  nothing  passing  along  the  coast  on  the  same  side  of 
the  shoal  that  we  happen  to  be  on.  All  well. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Samuel  Lockwood, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringliam ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 

Blockading  Squadron,  advising  cooperation  of  a  land  force  in  the  move¬ 
ments  against  the  coast  of  North  Carolina. 

E.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  July  18,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  copy  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Lowry’s  communication.* 

While  I  do  not  agree  with  him  in  all  respects,  yet,  if  the  Government 
can  spare  him  from  the  Potomac  and  supply  him  with  the  vessels,  he  may 
be  usefully  employed  in  the  region  he  speaks  of,  and  he  may  rely  always 
upon  such  aid  and  assistance  as  I  can  render  him. 

The  inlets  may,  for  the  time  being,  be  cleared,  and  while  our  ships 
are  in  sight  nothing  will  venture  out,  but  I  am  satisfied  that  only  per¬ 
manent  benefit  can  result  by  the  aid  of  a  cooperating  land  force  to 
occupy  the  forts,  batteries,  etc.,  at  the  mouths  of  the  harbors. 

I  venture  in  this  connection  to  refer  the  Department  to  Flag-Officer 
Pendergrast’s  report,!  July  14,  by  which  we  are  informed  of  the  presence 
of  armed  forces  at  the  forts  and  inlets. 

I  hope  to  see  the  day  when  Norfolk  will  be  taken,  but  believe  the 
course  of  Major-General  Butler,  of  which  he  has  politely  informed  me, 
will  be  the  true  one  for  that  service. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  the  report  of  Captain  John  Marston,  of  the  Cum¬ 
berland,  dated  Boston,  July  16,  in  which  he  informs  me  he  first  cruised 
down  the  North  Carolina  coast  to  Cape  Hatteras,  speaking  the  Daylight 
and  Albatross  twice,  and  the  second  time  found  the  latter  crippled  in 
her  machinery,  which  he  was,  fortunately,  able  to  repair. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  copy  of  letter  from  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  State,  containing  communications  from  M.  H. 
Grinnell,  esq.,  and  Messrs.  Stoddard  &  Clark. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


See  Vol.  5,  p.  688. 
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Report  of  Commander  Ridgely ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Alle¬ 
ghany,  of  the  arming  of  that  vessel  for  the  protection  of  Annapolis. 

U.  S.  Receiving  Ship  Alleghany, 

Off  Annapolis,  Md.,  July  18,  1861. 

Sir  :  This  ship  has  received  a  battery  of  six  32-pounders  from  the 
Washington  navy  yard  and  is  moored  with  springs  on  the  cables  to 
command  the  harbor  of  Annapolis. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Danl.  B.  Ridgely, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Ridgely,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Alle¬ 
ghany,  regarding  disposition  of  public  property  at  Annapolis ,  Md. 

IT.  S.  Receiving  Ship  Alleghany, 

Off  Annapolis,  Md.,  July  18,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  I  have  taken  charge  of  the  public 
property  enumerated  in  a  letter  from  Captain  Turnley,  of  the  Quarter¬ 
master’s  Department. 

The  two  light-boats  I  have  placed  in  charge  of  a  ship  keeper  by 
authority  of  the  Light-House  Board.  The  launches  belonging  to  the 
school  I  have  hauled  up  in  the  boathouse  attached  to  the  Naval  School, 
with  the  exception  of  one  that  broke  loose  from  her  moorings  when  in 
use  by  Professor  Hopkins,  of  the  Naval  School,  in  recovering  the 
anchors  and  chains  of  the  frigate  Constitution. 

The  boats  have  been  shamefully  abused,  the  sails  and  rigging  have 
been  cut  up,  and  [a]  portion  of  them  taken  away  by  the  troops  sta¬ 
tioned  here. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Danl.  B.  Ridgely, 
Commander,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Mercer,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wabash , 
regarding  the  inefficiency  of  blockade  of  Charleston,  S.  C. 

IT.  S.  S[team]  Frigate  Wabash, 

Off  Charleston ,  July  19,  1861. 

Sir  :  When  I  wrote  to  you  by  the  Perry  I  told  you  it  was  my  inten¬ 
tion  to  keep  the  Union  here  so  long  as  I  could  keep  her  supplied  with 
coal  from  this  ship,  or  until  she  was  relieved  by  another  suitable 
steamer  for  the  blockade  of  this  place. 

On  the  14th  instant  the  Roanoke  arrived  here  with  Flag-Officer  Pen- 
dergrast  on  board.  The  next  day  he  ordered  the  Union  to  Hampton 
Roads  and  the  Vandalia  to  the  northward  of  this,  about  Bull’s  Bay,  I 
believe,  but  I  am  not  acquainted  with  the  instructions  which  Com¬ 
mander  Lee  received. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17tli  at  half  past  3  tlie  Roanoke  took  her 
departure  for  the  South,  as  far  down  as  St.  Augustine,  to  be  back 
probably  in  five  days,  on  her  way  to  the  North  again,  and  will  take  our 
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letters,  as  the  flag-officer  informs  me,  leaving  this  ship  alone  off  this 
place.  Now,  Flag-Officer,  you  know  as  well  as  I  do  that  to  blockade 
this  port  efficiently  with  this  ship  alone  is  next  door  to  an  impossibility. 
Assisted  by  the  Vandalia  we  might  have  done  our  work  pretty  well  by 
a  judicious  disposition  of  the  two  vessels.  The  question  then  arises, 
would  it  not  be  better  to  dispose  of  our  few  vessels  here  so  as  to  insure 
the  blockade  of  Charleston  and  Savannah,  rather  than  by  disposing  of 
them  so  far  apart  as  to  neglect  these  two  important  points  and  to  accom¬ 
plish  nothing  which  will  compensate  for  leaving  them  comparatively 
open?  I  will  say  to  you  unhesitatingly  that  I  do  not  consider  Charles¬ 
ton  as  efficiently  blockaded  by  the  presence  alone  of  this  ship  off  the 
harbor,  and  I  can  not  hold  myself  responsible  for  vessels  getting  in  and 
coming  out,  although  you  may  rely  upon  my  doing  my  best  to  prevent 
them. 

July  19. — The  flagship  Roanoke  has  just  arrived  off  this  port  again, 
and  has  made  signal  for  our  letter  bag  to  be  sent  on  board  immediately, 
leaving  me  no  time  to  conclude. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  Mercer, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  TJ.  S.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Flagship  Minnesota. 

P.  S. — I  shall  have  to  leave  here  pretty  soon. 


Report  of  Captain  Chauncey ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Susque¬ 
hanna ,  of  the  cruise  of  that  vessel  from  Hampton  Roads  to  Philadel¬ 
phia ,  and  naming  vessels  boarded. 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna, 

Navy  Yard ,  Philadelphia,  July  19,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  this  morning  of  this  ship, 
uuder  my  command,  at  this  yard,  in  obedience  to  instructions  from 
Flag-Officer  Stringham,  of  the  17th  instant,  to  proceed  hither  for  the 
purpose  of  placing  the  ship  at  the  service  of  Messrs.  Merrick  &  Son, 
in  order  to  renew  the  broken  shaft  and  to  effect  any  necessary  repairs 
to  the  machinery. 

I  have  reported  the  ship  to  Captain  Du  Pont,  commandant  of  the 
yard,  as  in  a  state  of  readiness  to  commence  the  preliminary  work  neces¬ 
sary  in  order  to  receive  the  shaft,  and  that  we  shall  require  mechanics 
from  the  yard  for  that  purpose.  I  shall  use  my  best  exertions  to  expe¬ 
dite  the  repairs  so  far  as  they  may  depend  upon  me. 

The  ship  left  Hampton  Eoads  on  the  afternoon  of  the  17th  instant, 
and  off  Cape  Henry  fell  in  with  and  boarded  the  American  bark  Per¬ 
icles,  of  Boston,  owned  in  Boston,  ninety-six  days  from  Callao,  laden 
with  guano,  bound  to  Hampton  Eoads  for  orders.  Also  the  American 
brig  J.  Rhoades,  of  and  from  New  York,  with  Government  stores  for 
Fortress  Monroe.  Endorsed  the  papers  of  both  vessels  and  allowed 
them  to  proceed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  S.  Chauncet, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Report  of  Commander  Green,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  JJ.  S.  ship  James¬ 
town ,  of  the  cruise  of  that  vessel  and  of  the  erection  of  a  fort  in  Savan¬ 
nah  Harbor  by  the  Confederates. 

U.  S.  Sloop  of  War  Jamestown, 

Off  Savannah,  July  19,  1861. 

Sir  :  My  last  letter,  dated  July  3,  informing  you  of  tlie  arrival  of 
this  ship  off  Charleston,  was  left  on  board  the  Wabash  to  be  forwarded. 

In  the  further  pursuance  of  your  instructions,  I  left  Charleston  after 
communicating  with  Captain  Mercer,  and  arrived  here  early  on  the 
morning  of  the  4th. 

The  Flag  was  spoken  early  in  the  morning. 

At  noon  I  directed  a  salute  of  thirty-four  guns  to  be  fired. 

This  ship  and  the  Flag  are  usually  at  anchor  in  9  fathoms  of  water, 
having  the  light  house  bearing  W.  by  N.,  and  Hilton  Head  about  N. 

There  appear  to  be  some  craft  plying  back  and  forth  inside  the  har¬ 
bor,  but  none  have  attempted  to  come  out,  and  no  vessels  have  been 
spoken  since  my  arrival. 

There  appears  to  be  a  large  fort  in  process  of  erection  at  the  point  of 
entrance,  near  the  light-house. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[Charles  Green,] 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  Silas  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Sartori,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Flag, 
regarding  the  qualities  and  requirements  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Flag, 

Off  Charleston,  July  19,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  submit  the  following  report  for  your  consid¬ 
eration,  requesting  it  may  be  communicated  to  the  Department: 

I  left  Philadelphia  on  the  29  th  of  May,  and  have  been  under  steam 
ever  since,  a  period  of  fifty-three  days,  carrying,  even  while  at  anchor, 
about  6  pounds,  being  ready  at  any  moment  for  a  move.  During  this 
period  I  have  been  underway  on  an  average  about  twelve  hours  out  of 
every  twenty-four,  at  a  fair  rate  of  speed  a  considerable  portion  of 
those  twelve  hours,  and  up  to  this  time  I  have  only  consumed  about 
200  tons  of  coal,  making  an  average  of  3£  tons  every  twenty-fours  hours. 

I  have  frequently  gotten  underway  from  6  pounds  of  steam  in  five 
to  eight  minutes,  never  having  to  wait  for  steam,  as  it  was  always 
ready  by  the  time  the  atochor  was  weighed,  the  boiler  generating  steam 

so  true  and  fast.  . 

The  ship  has  fine  speed,  and,  so  far  as  I  can  judge,  having  as  yet 
experienced  no  heavy  weather,  will  prove  hersell  a  beautiful  seaboat; 
her  roll  is  extremely  easy,  carries  her  battery  well,  and  does  not  feel 
the  recoil  more  than  the  staunchest  built  ship  of  her  class.  She,  how 
ever,  requires  a  few  things  to  render  her  still  more  efficient,  and  she  is 
well  worthy  of  the  expense.  In  the  first  place  she  requires  coppering, 
and  at  once,  for  the  grass  and  barnacles  are  forming  fast  upon  her.  As 
she  is  copper-fastened  she  is  already  prepared  for  it,  and  her  bottom 
would  thus  be  preserved. 
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Sbe  requires  about  20  tons  of  kentledge  in  ber  after  bold,  for  I  find 
she  should  be  at  least  3  feet  6  inches  by  the  stern  for  speed  and  to 
bring  out  her  superior  qualities  as  a  seaboat.  I  have  tried  all  manner 
of  ways  to  get  this  trim,  but  can  not  do  so  without  the  kentledge. 
She  also  requires  an  alteration  in  her  bunkers,  building  them  up  through 
her  between  decks,  which  would  aid  in  trimming  the  vessel  and  be  a 
good  security  for  the  boilers,  the  drumhead  of  which  is  now  entirely 
exposed  to  shot.  This  would  cost  but  little.  Also  some  contrivance 
might  also  be  used  to  protect,  in  a  great  measure,  the  cylinder,  which  is 
much  above  the  water  line.  By  this  alteration  of  her  bunkers  she 
could  carry  about  350  tons  of  coal,  sufficient  for  nearly  thirty-five  days 
of  full  steaming,  or  eighty  days  of  such  steaming  as  I  have  just  gone 
through. 

I  also  require  two  good  boats,  not  having  a  safe  one  to  lower  in  a 
seaway;  also  some  little  alteration  to  her  sails  for  heavy  weather  and 
a  heavy  anchor.  All  this  would  cost  but  little,  and  render  her  a  highly 
useful  and  efficient  vessel. 

I  could  mount  two  more  8-inch  guns  in  place  of  the  32-pounders, 
thus  giving  her  a  battery  of  eight  8  inch  guns,  and  she  could  carry 
efficiently  a  24- pounder  rifled  howitzer  forward  and  aft  with  very  little 
expense  for  mounting. 

I  would  require  fifteen  men  for  the  difference  of  the  two  guns  and 
about  fifteen  additional  for  the  rifled  howitzers  (of  which  six  seamen 
and  four  ordinary  seaman),  making  a  total  of  130  men  independent  of 
the  engine  room.  My  present  complement  of  100  is  barely  sufficient  to 
do  the  work  of  the  ship,  and  is  subject  to  reduction  by  prize  crews. 
Six  are  now  absent  by  this  cause.  1  therefore  request  the  additional 
men,  even  if  I  do  not  get  the  rifled  cannon.  I  have  plenty  of  room  to 
berth  them,  and  can,  if  necessary,  carry  provisions  for  a  year  and 
tanks  for  20,000  gallons  of  water.  Some  little  repairs  are  needed  to 
the  machinery  and  a  condenser  placed  for  making  fresh  water  for  the 
use  of  the  crew,  at  very  small  expense. 

I  feel  called  upon  to  make  this  report  that  you,  as  commander  in 
chief  of  the  squadron,  may  know  the  true  qualities  of  this  vessel,  more 
particularly  as  she  is  a  stranger  to  the  service.  And  if  the  alterations 
and  repairs  are  to  be  made,  I  would  request  her  being  sent  to  Philadel¬ 
phia,  as  the  naval  constructor  at  that  place  is  well  informed  as  to  her 
construction,  etc.  I  will  also  mention  that  her  propeller  should  be 
arranged  so  as  to  uncouple  to  be  ready  should  anything  happen  to  ber 
machinery  during  her  cruising  this  autumn  and  winter. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  O.  Sartori, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Gomdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  B.  S.  Frigate  Minnesota. 


General  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  String- 
ham ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  July  19, 1861. 

Sir:  The  receipt  of  your  several  dispatches,  Nos.  66  to  69,  inclusive, 
is  hereby  acknowledged,  and  the  Department  makes  the  following  sug¬ 
gestions  in  reply : 

The  movements  of  the  Minnesota  must  in  some  measure  be  left  to  the 
judgment  of  the  flag-officer.  Should  the  Department  be  apprised  of  any 
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event  requiring  lier  departure  from  her  present  station,  it  will  not  fail 
to  communicate  with  you.  It  is  hoped  that  the  vessels  touching  for 
orders  will  be  sent  to  their  several  destinations  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible. 

The  steam  propeller  Stars  and  Stripes  has  been  purchased  and  will 
be  sent  to  you.  The  Mount  Vernon  and  Dawn  will  probably  be  retained 
until  other  vessels  can  be  procured.  You  are  authorized  to  place  armed 
men  on  board  vessels  transporting  provisions,  etc.,  for  Washington, 
where,  in  your  judgment,  it  is  necessary.  The  Potomac  is  now  con 
sidered  safe  for  vessels  unarmed,  without  convoy,  as  there  are  seven 
armed  vessels  cruising  in  the  river. 

You  are  desired  to  furnish  the  Savannah,  with  men  to  complete  her 
complement,  and  the  Department  will  supply  their  places  at  as  early  a 
day  as  possible  if  you  will  send  the  number  you  require. 

Send  a  competent  officer  to  Baltimore  early  next  week  to  confer  with 
Francis  S.  Corkran,  esq.,  naval  officer,  who  is  engaged  in  hunting  up 
vessels  to  be  loaded  with  stone  for  closing  Southern  ports. 

Yery  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  the  U.  S. 

brig  Perry. 

Navy  Department,  July  19, 1861. 

Sir:  A  steamer  has  been  sent  from  the  navy  yard  to-day  to  bring 
the  Ferry  at  once  to  Washington  for  repairs.  The  Department  is  of 
opinion  that  Captain  Watson  and  the  marines  now  on  the  Savannah 
had  better  be  transferred  to  the  Susquehanna  as  suggested. 

Yery  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H,  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Glisson,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mount 
Vernon ,  of  the  seizure  of  the  sloop  Wild  Pigeon. 

U.  S.  S.  Mount  Yernon, 
Rappahannock  [River],  July  20,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  last  night  at  3.30  a.  m.  a  sloop  attempted 
to  run  past  us,  the  night  being  quite  dark.  Called  all  hands  to  quar¬ 
ters  and  fired  a  shot  across  her  bow.  Fired  a  second  shot  at  the  hull 
of  the  vessel,  which  caused  her  to  come  to  an  anchor;  sent  an  armed 
boat  on  board  for  the  captain  and  crew.  At  4  a.  m.  the  boat  returned 
with  Howard  Gamage,  who  stated  that  he  was  the  owner  and  only  per¬ 
son  on  board  of  the  vessel,  which  proved  to  be  the  sloop  Wild  Pigeon , 
of  Accomac,  and  that  he  was  running  away  from  the  rebels,  as  they 
were  going  to  impress  every  person  on  Monday,  the  22d  instant.  He 
was  bound  to  Chesapeake  City  [Md.]  to  take  the  canal  through  to  the 
North.  He  has  no  cargo,  but  has  with  him  $108.86  in  gold  and  silver. 
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I  will  send  the  vessel  and  the  man  down  to  you,  subject  to  your 
order,  by  the  first  United  States  steamer  that  comes  up. 

We  are  all  well  on  board,  and  everything  is  quiet  here. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  S.  Glisson, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag  Officer  Silas  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic 

Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  a  refugee ,  and  the  station  of  the  TJ.  S.  S. 

Penguin. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  July  20,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  yesterday  the 
Quaker  City,  Commander  O.  Carr,  picked  up  a  small  sailboat  containing 
one  man,  off  Cape  Henry.  He  was  coming  up  the  coast  from  some  30 
miles  below  Cape  Henry,  trying  to  get  North,  having  escaped  from 
Norfolk. 

His  family  left  in  the  flag  of  truce  [boat]  which  brought  down  women 
and  children  to  this  point  from  Norfolk  soon  after  my  first  arrival  here. 
He  represents  that  he  then  wanted  to  leave,  but  was  prevented.  I  have 
sent  him  to  General  Butler. 

I  have  received  your  order  of  July  18,  with  reference  to  the  Monti- 
cello.  I  shall  order  the  Penguin  to  take  her  station  at  mouth  of  J ames 
River. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham,,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron .  regarding  capture  of  the  schooner  Velasco. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  July  20,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters  of 
July  19. 

The  Perry  will  go  immediately  to  Washington.  The  Albatross,  Com¬ 
mander  George  A.  Prentiss,  captured  on  the  18th  of  July  the  schooner 
Velasco,  of  Galveston,  from  Matanzas,  loaded  with  sugar.  He  brought 
her  to  me  to-day.  The  vessel  is  owned  in  Florida  and  Texas. 

I  h,ave  this  day  ordered  her  to  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  the  Albatross 
to  return  to  her  station  off  North  Carolina. 

The  master  of  the  Velasco  says  the  same  parties  who  loaded  the 
Hallie  Jackson  offered  him  a  cargo  to  clear  for  Philadelphia  and  try  and 
get  into  Savannah,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  this  was  the  case  with 
this  vessel — she  cleared  for  New  York,  but  hoped  to  get  into  North 
Carolina.  She  was  cleared  under  Captain  Brant,  and  is  in  charge  of 
Captain  South ac. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron ,  requesting  instructions  in  the  case  of  an  English 
brig  seized  by  the  U.  S.  ship  St.  Lawrence. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  July  20,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  Captain  Pur- 
viance,  of  the  St.  Lawrence ,  has  sent  in  here,  in  charge  of  a  prize 
officer,  an  English  brig*  which  cleared  from  Boston  in  ballast  about  a 
month  since,  and  loaded  at  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  with  naval  stores.  On  her 
way  out  and  but  a  short  distance  from  the  coast,  Captain  P.  overhauled 
her,  found  she  was  bound  for  Liverpool,  with  clearance  and  papers 
made  out  by  secession  officers  from  the  pretended  Confederate  States 
of  America,  and  finally  ordered  her  to  this  point  for  me  to  decide.  As 
she  wants  overhauling,  which  will  take  a  few  days,  I  have  concluded 
to  refer  this  case  to  you  for  instructions. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  calling  attention  to 

the  case  of  the  ship  Peter  Marcy. 

Navy  Department,  July  20,  1861. 

Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  State  has  submitted  to  this  Department  a  dis¬ 
patch  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  London  stating  that  the  American 
ship  Peter  Marcy,  of  and  from  New  Orleans,  arrived  in  that  port  op  the 
23d  of  June  with  a  register  and  clearance  issued  under  the  assumed 
authority  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  and  bearing  the  flag 
adopted  by  those  States. 

Of  course  such  a  register  and  such  a  clearance,  as  well  as  the  flag, 
are  entirely  unauthorized,  and  the  Peter  Marcy ,  or  any  vessel  with  such 
a  register,  clearance,  and  flag,  should  be  at  once  seized. 

Your  particular  attention  is  invited  to  the  Peter  Marcy,  should  any 
of  the  squadron  uuder  your  command  fall  in  with  her,  and  to  any  vessel 
under  similar  circumstances. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  Stringham,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  transmitting  infor¬ 
mation  of  the  transportation  of  provisions  and  ammunition  into  Vir¬ 
ginia. 


Confidential.]  Navy  Department,  July  20, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  letter  referred  to  this 
Department  by  General  Scott. 

Yery  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 


Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham,  Etc. 


This  was  the  English  brig  Herald  See  p.  42, 
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[Enclosure.] 

Sir  :  Since  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  last,  some  facts  have 
come  to  my  knowlege  which  I  proceed  to  lay  before  you  and  leave  you 
to  judge  of  the  attention  they  demand.  I  am  informed  by  the  collector 
at  the  port  of  Snow  Hill,  Worcester  County,  Md.,  that  provisions, 
ammunition,  etc.,  are  now  carried  to  various  parts  oi  the  eastern  shore 
of  Virginia  by  vessels  owned  by  rebels,  who,  by  a  fictitious  sale  of  the 
vessel  to  citizens  of  Maryland,  have  their  vessels  licensed  from  this 

State.  ,  „ 

I  am  informed  from  other  sources  that  large  quantities  of  provisions, 
etc.,  are  furnished  to  them  by  consigning  them  to  parties  at  Newtown, 
on  the  Pocomoke,  and  they  are  lauded  at  Pitts  Creek,  near  the  line  of 
Virginia,  and  thence  distributed  through  Accomac  and  Northampton 
counties,  Va.  Still  further,  that  there  are  800  men  drilling  daily  at 
Eastville,  Northampton  County,  Va.,  and  that  enlistments  are  being 
made  from  Worcester  County,  Md.,  which  borders  upon  Virginia.  Not 
less  than  six  young  men  left  Snow  Hill  for  that  place  during  last  week; 
and  that  there  is  constant  communication  between  the  rebels  there  and 
secret  traitors  in  this  State,  by  which  means  information  is  carried  to 
the  western  shore  of  Virginia  by  means  of  canoes  across  the  Chesa¬ 
peake,  and  letters  brought  to  and  carried  from  the  Snow  Hill  post- 

office.  .  * 

It  is  feared  by  many  here  and  there  that  there  will  be  a  movement 
from  Eastville  upward  through  this  peninsula.  It  would  find  this  part 
of  the  State  entirely  without  protection,  as  the  people  in  general  are 
almost  entirely  destitute  of  arms,  even  had  we  the  necessary  organiza¬ 
tion;  and  the  invaders  would  find  a  number  of  sympathizers  in  their 
route  through  these  counties  to  render  persons  and  property  exceed¬ 
ingly  unsafe. 

It  would  be  well  enough  for  a  cruiser  occasionally  to  look  in  at  a 
place  called  Somer’s  Cove,  the  proposed  terminus  of  the  Eastern  Shore 
Railroad.  Eleven  hundred  barrels  of  flour  have  been  sold  recently  to 
Virginians  at  that  place,  I  am  informed.  The  storehouse  is  at  the 
extreme  head  of  the  cove. 

V.  S. 

p.  S.— A  man  named  Humphrey  Humphreys,  in  Salisbury,  a  colonel 
of  militia  and  a  violent  secessionist,  has  now  somewhere  concealed  a 
4-pounder  fieldpiece,  of  which  I  am  told  he  is  owner.  During  the  diffi¬ 
culties  in  Baltimore,  under  the  orders  of  General  Tench  Tilghman,  he 
was  making  arrangements  to  call  out  the  militia  of  the  county.  Since, 
however,  the  occupation  by  Federal  troops  at  Baltimore  his  gun  has 
not  been  seen. 


Engagement  between  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Albatross  and  the  North  Carolina 
steamer  Beaufort ,  near  BodiJs  Island ,  North  Carolina, ,  July  21 ,  1861. 

Report  of  Commander  Prentiss,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Albatross,  of  the  engage¬ 
ment,  and  of  the  recapture  of  the  schooner  Enchantress. 

IT.  S.  S.  Albatross, 
Hampton  Roads ,  July  31,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  orders  I  pro¬ 
ceeded  on  my  cruise  the  20th  instant.  On  the  21st,  being  in  the  vicinity 
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of  Bodie’s  Island,  discovered  two  rebel  steamers,  one  of  which  was 
towing  a  schooner  through  Oregon  Inlet,  the  other  being  nearer,  but 
partially  sheltered  by  Bodie’s  Island.  I  opened  fire  upon  her,  which 
she  returned  from  a  heavy  gun  upon  her  spar  deck.  After  exchanging 
some  twenty  shots  with  her  she  hauled  off,  with  the  other  steamer 
apparently  in  a  crippled  condition. 

I  then  stood  to  sea,  overhauling  and  examining  other  vessels.  On 
the  22d,  while  oft’  Hatteras  Inlet,  I  fell  in  with  and  recaptured  the 
schooner  Enchantress ,  of  Newburyport,  having  on  board  a  prize  crew 
from  the  pirate  vessel  Jefferson  Davis ,  which  I  have  brought  into  port, 
to  be  disposed  of  as  you  may  think  proper. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  A.  Prentiss, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  Silas  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  the  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Duvall,  commanding  steamer  Beaufort. 

North  Carolina  Naval  Steamer  Beaufort, 

Oregon  Inlet.  July  22,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  first  entirely  naval  engagement 
which  has  as  yet  taken  place  between  our  forces  and  the  Lincoln  forces. 
The  engagement  commenced  with  the  Beaufort ,  under  my  command,  on 
yesterday  morning  at  10 : 15  and  ended  at  11  a.  m.  The  enemy’s  vessel 
was  a  large,  three-masted  propeller,  with  a  crew  of  at  least  175  men, 
and  carrying  a  battery  of  eight  guns,  one  rifled  cannon  forward  and 
one  aft,  working  on  pivots;  the  distance  selected  by  the  enemy  not 
exceeding  1^  miles  from  the  Beaufort ,  with  a  strip  of  land  three-fourths 
of  a  mile  intervening  between  tis.  The  enemy’s  vessel  showed  no  colors 
during  the  entire  action.  I  will  copy  from  my  log  book  such  remarks, 
iu  substance,  as  were  entered,  and  which  will  give  a  plain  statement  of 
facts  unembellished : 

At  8:20  signal  made  from  lookout  on  shore  “man-of-war  steamer  in 
sight  to  the  northward.”  Cleared  ship  for  action.  Sent  a  note  on 
shore  by  Mr.  Young,  master’s  mate,  to  Colonel  Morris,  engineer  in  com¬ 
mand,  informing  him  that  a  man-of-war  steamer  was  bearing  down  for 
us,  and  asking  him  what  he  intended  doing;  also  alluding  to  the  two 
guns  which  he  had  mounted  and  the  good  effect  it  would  certainly  pro¬ 
duce  if  he  would  have  them  served.  At  9:25  the  steamer  Currituck 
came  in,  having  in  tow  the  schooner  Hugh  Chisholm ,  with  Captain  Mar¬ 
tin’s  company  of  100  men  from  Koanoke  Island.  As  they  passed  us, 
gave  them  three  hearty  cheers,  which  were  returned  with  great  euthu- 
siasm  by  the  soldiers.  This  was  the  kind  of  feeling  I  wished  to 
inspire  before  the  enemy  opened  fire  on  us.  Colonel  Morris  and  Cap¬ 
tain  Barney  came  alongside  on  shore.  I  again  urged  the  necessity  of 
the  two  guns  at  the  fort  being  used ;  if  for  no  other  good,  it  would  draw 
the  enemy’s  fire  and  give  us  a  better  opportunity  of  working  our  gun  to 
advantage.  Colonel  Morris  said  the  guns  were  not  in  proper  position 
and  that  he  had  no  gunners  to  serve  them.  I  offered  to  supply  him,  and 
told  him  that  the  Beaufort  was  entirely  at  his  service.  He  remarked 
that  it  would  do  no  good.  I  replied:  “  Then  I  will  do  what  I  can  with 
my  one  gun  and  as  long  as  I  can.”  The  soldiers  landed  and  marched 
in  double-quick  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  island  under  cover  of  a 
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sand  liill.  At  10:15  the  enemy’s  three-masted  propeller,  showing  no 
flag,  rounded  to  off  and  to  the  southward  of  the  fortification,  close 
inshore  and  opposite  the  Beaufort ,  distant  about  1J  miles.  We  brought 
our  gun  to  bear  upon  her  and  awaited  her  pleasure  to  open  the  engage¬ 
ment.  As  soon  as  the  frigate  lost  her  headway  she  opened  upon  us 
with  her  forward  rifled  cannon,  the  shot  passing  over  and  beyond  us 
on  the  flats,  nearly  a  mile  to  leeward.  Some  of  the  shot  which  were  after¬ 
wards  picked  up  I  shall  send  to  you  to  be  presented  to  Governor  Clark 
as  mementoes  sent  to  the  gallant  little  Beaufort  from  our  black 
Republican  visitor.  The  smoke  had  scarcely  cleared  away  from  the 
gun  before  we  answered  with  our  gun,  being  just  able  to  elevate  suffi¬ 
ciently  from  where  we  lay  to  graze  the  top  of  the  sand  hill,  and,  as  we 
thought,  struck  the  vessel  between  her  main  and  mizzen  mast.  The 
firing  then  became  general,  the  enemy  during  the  engagement  throw¬ 
ing  rifle-cannon  shot  and  shell,  and  from  the  distance  the  32-pound 
shot  and  shell  carried  the  gun  must  have  been  of  the  62-liundred- 
weight  class.  We  answered  every  shot  as  long  as  we  could  get  our 
gun  elevated  to  graze  the  sand  hill,  throwing  the  shot  beautifully  in 
line.  I  either  sighted  or  adjusted  the  sight  in  person,  though  this 
action  lias  given  me  entire  confidence  in  the  coolness  and  judgment  of 
the  captain  of  the  gun  crew,  who  is  also  my  chief  boatswain’s  mate. 
The  enemy  Anally,  not  fancying  our  shot,  cowardly  moved  around  and 
dropped  farther  to  the  southward  behind  a  higher  sand  bank,  which 
completely  prevented  us  from  firing  a  shot,  the  line  of  our  greatest 
elevation  striking  near  the  Ijase  of  the  hill  behind  which  our  soldiers 
on  shore  were  placed  for  protection.  The  enemy’s  vessel  being  higher 
out  of  the  water  enabled  his  guns  to  rake  us  over  the  hill,  while  we 
could  not  fire  a  single  gun.  The  frigate’s  first  shot  from  this  position 
passed  near  our  smokestack  and  struck  the  water  about  30  yards 
from  us;  the  second  passed  between  the  captain  of  the  gun  and  the 
man  next  to  him,  and  struck  the  water  about  20  feet  from  our  port 
bow.  You  may  imagine  my  feelings  at  this  stage  of  the  action.  My 
little  steamer  had  done  bravely,  and  my  officers  and  men  had  gallantly 
performed  their  whole  duty.  I  thought  of  the  unwarrantable  sacrifice 
of  life  and  the  property  of  the  State,  and  the  days  of  constant  labor 
in  getting  the  Beaufort  ready  to  take  her  place  in  doing  service  to  our 
State  and  country.  We  could  use  the  gun  no  longer  in  the  position 
which  the  enemy,  under  the  circumstances,  had  so  cowardly  taken,  hav¬ 
ing  a  battery  of  eight  guns  throwing  32-pound  shells  and  balls,  and 
rifled  cannon  throwing  shot  and  shell,  and  a  crew  of  not  less  than  175 
or  200  men  to  work  his  guns,  against  our  little  vessel  of  one  gun  and  26 
men,  only  13  of  whom  were  at  the  gun  on  deck.  I  therefore  gave  the 
order  to  cast  loose  and  heave  off  out  of  range  of  the  enemy’s  guns, 
since  he  would  not  honorably  uncover  and  give  us  a  fair  chance.  On 
leaving  our  moorings^  the  enemy  fired  two  shells,  one  of  which  struck 
and  exploded  about  50  yards  on  our  port  quarter,  when  he  ceased  to 
fire  any  longer.  It  is  impossible  to  say  what  damage,  if  any,  the 
enemy  received.  Some  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  on  shore,  who  were 
in  a  position  to  see  the  shot  strike,  say  that  three  (ricochet)  rolling 
shot,  as  they  term  it,  struck  her.  They  also  heard  plainly  the  dead 
sound  when  the  shot  struck  against  the  steamer’s  side,  My  lookout, 
however,  says  that  lie  thinks  our  shot  fell  short  some  200  yards.  He 
may  have  taken  at  his  altitude  a  u  white  cap”  for  the  shot  striking  the 
water.  If  we  could  have  obtained  a  half  degree  greater  elevation  I 
have  no  doubt  in  saying  that  the  Beaufort  would  have  made  her  name 
memorable  in  the  history  of  our  good  old  State.  If  I  had  had,  as  I 
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tried  so  liard  to  have,  one  12-pounder  rifled  cannon  I  am  confident  we 
would  have  annihilated  her.  The  enemy  fired  no  guns  after  we  got  out 
of  range,  and  after  lying  for  some  time  off  the  light-house,  dropped 
slowly  down  the  coast,  keeping  near  the  beach  in  shallow  water,  which 
would  argue  that  her  pumps  were  at  work.  When  off  New  Inlet  she 
headed  in  for  the  entrance,  but  finally  proceeded  down  toward  Hat 
teras,  and  thus  ended  the  engagement.  The  enemy  with  all  his  supe¬ 
rior  force  and  choice  of  position  was  compelled  to  draw  off  and  drop 
behind  a  sand  hill,  where  he  knew  it  would  be  impossible  for  us  to 
injure  him,  and  from  which  position  he  could  throw  his  heavy  shot  and 
shell  into  us  unanswered.  I  therefore  have  the  right  to  claim  a  victory 
to  the  Beaufort ,  which,  under  the  circumstances  and  disparity  in  ves¬ 
sel,  armament,  and  crew,  will  not  unfavorably  compare  with  any  that 
has  yet  fallen  to  our  arms.  We  received  no  damage  in  any  respect 
from  the  enemy,  though  the  wind  from  some  of  his  shot  was  felt  as 
they  passed  harmlessly  through  us.  We  fired  eight  shots,  equal  to  256 
pounds  of  metal  and  56  pounds  of  powder.  The  enemy  fired  about 
thirteen  shots — rifle  cannon,  solid  32s,  and  shell.  I  have  nothing  more 
to  say  than  to  reiterate  my  expressions  in  behalf  of  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  Beaufort  for  their  gallant  conduct  during  the  entire  engage¬ 
ment,  and  to  express  the  hope  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  bring  them 
favorably  to  the  attention  of  the  executive.  I  send  you  enclosed  a  list* 
of  their  names.-  I  forgot  to  mention  that  during  the  firing  a  burning 
cylinder  was  blown  from  the  gun  on  to  the  hurricane  deck,  which  set 
fire  to  some  hammocks,  cots,  sails,  and  tents  stowed  away  to  give  room 
on  deck.  We  soon  extinguished  it  by  throwing  the  most  of  them  over¬ 
board.  My  water  being' nearly  out,  I  am  compelled  to  leave  to-morrow 
morning  for  fresh  water,  and  shall  send  this  report  from  Elizabeth 
City.  I  will  return  here  immediately  after  filling  up  with  water.  My 
steamer  is  so  small  that  I  have  not  room  for  more  than  twelve  days’ 
water.  I  can  conscientiously  leave  now,  as  the  fort  has,  or  will  have  by 
to-morrow,  four  guns  mounted.  A  large  sail  is  beating  up  from  the 
northward,  or  I  would  leave  this  evening.  1  am  very  anxious  to  hear 
from  you,  and  hope  that  what  I  have  done  will  meet  your  approbation. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  C.  Duvall, 
Commanding  Steamer  Beaufort. 

Hon.  Warren  Winslow, 

Naval  and  Military  Secretary ,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Marston ,  17.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  U.  S.  ship  Cumberland ,  to  report  for  duty  in  the  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  July  21, 1861. 
Sir  :  As  soon  as  the  Cumberland,  under  your  command,  is  repaired 
you  will  return  with  her  to  Hampton  Eoads  and  report  to  Flag-Officer 
Stringham  as  a  part  of  the  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Captain  John  Marston, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Cumberland. 


Not  found. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  commagiding  Atlantic 

Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  sinking  of  vessels  loaded  with  stone 

in  the  channels  on  the  Southern  coast  and  advising  occupation  of  Bodie's 

Island. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads ,  July  22,  1861. 

Sir:  I  liave  the  honor  to  enclose  to  the  Department  the  resignation 
of  A.  D.  Shumway,  acting  third  assistant  engineer  of  the  steamer 
Albatross. 

As  the  steamer  was  under  orders  to  proceed  to  sea  I  did  not  act,  and 
now  enclose  it  to  the  Department. 

The  Albatross  has  returned  to  her  station  off  North  Carolina,  having 
come  to  this  point  with  a  prize,  the  schooner  Velasco,  whose  destination 
was  to  Providence,  E.  I.,  which  I  changed  to  New  York,  because  she 
leaked  badly. 

I  have  this  day  ordered  Lieutenant  J.  M.  Wainwright,  in  compliance 
with  your  orders  of  July  19,  to  go  to  Baltimore  and  confer  with  Francis 
S.  Corkran  in  reference  to  vessels  to  be  loaded  with  stone  and  sunk  in 
inlets,  etc.,  and  in  this  connection  I  will  venture  a  few  observations  on 
this  subject  in  compliance  with  your  request. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  sinking  of  vessels  in  the  channels  along  our 
coast  generally  would  be  of  very  temporary  and  slight  service,  from  the 
constantly  shifting  nature  of  these  entrances,  sand  being  the  principal 
material  composing  the  strip  of  land  through  which  inlets  lead  into  the 
bays  and  sounds  by  which  the  inland  communication  is  carried  on,  and 
through  which  the  small  vessels  are  passing,  of  which  complaint  is  so 
constantly  made. 

It  is  well  known  the  channels  of  these  inlets  are  constantly  changing; 
that  buoys  are  of  but  little  importance  beyond  marking  the  entrances. 
The  channel  has  to  be  run  by  a  person  with  an  experienced  eye  and 
ready  judgment,  the  color  and  set  of  the  water  showing  where  it  is 
deepest.  A  single  gale  often  closes  up  a  channel  and  opens  a  new  one. 

1  must  venture  to  recall,  most  respectfully,  my  first  conclusions  as  to 
the  character  and  number  of  vessels  necessary  to  a  proper  blockade 
and  guard  of  the  long  line  of  coast  from  Cape  Henry  to  Key  West,  and 
the  passing  and  repassing  which  would  necessarily  result,  as  being  the 
only  safe  reliance,  and  can  only  now  add  that  points  might  be  taken 
possession  of  by  the  Army  and  held,  some  of  which  are  already  occupied 
by  small  parties  of  rebels. 

I  quote  from  Commander  G.  A.  Prentiss’s  report,  July  20,  Albatross: 

In  running  down  the  coast  I  discovered  at  Bodie’s  Island  a  battery  commanding 
the  entrance  to  Oregon  Inlet,  and  a  force  of  about  100  men,  armed,  encamped  there. 

This  I  have  no  doubt  is  the  case  along  the  coast  generally.  I  would 
suggest  the  capture  and  occupation  of  Bodie’s  Island  as  a  very  good 
point  for  commanding  the  extensive  inland  communication  of  Patapsco 
[Pamlico],  Albemarle,  and  Roanoke  sounds  and  interfering  very  materi¬ 
ally  with  transportation  of  provisions,  stores,  etc.,  to  Norfolk  from  this 
region  through  the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  String  ham,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic 

Blockading  Squadron,  transmitting  report  of  Flag-Officer  Fender grast, 

U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  West  India  Squadron,  of  the  cruise  of  the 

U.  S.  S.  Roanoke,  naming  vessels  hoarded. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  July  22,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  liave  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  at  this  point  this  morning 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  Roanoke. 

I  send  a  copy  of  report  of  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast. 

A  survey  has  been  held  on  the  propeller  and  report  made  that  it  will 
take  three  days  to  disconnect  and  repair,  after  which  the  Roanoke  will 
proceed  again  to  sea. 

I  am  in  receipt  this  morning  of  a  report*  from  L.  C.  Sartori,  of  the 
Flag,  a  copy  of  which  I  enclose. 

If  the  Iroquois  reports  to  me,  I  suggest  to  the  Department  that  she 
take  the  place  of  the  Flag  while  the  Flag  returns  for  repairs. 

I  think  very  favorably  of  the  latter  for  blockading,  as  I  have  before 
mentioned. 

The  charter  of  the  Union  expires  to-day.  I  have  written  to  the 
Department  about  her.  In  the  meantime  I  shall  send  her  down  to  relieve 
the  Quaker  City  while  the  latter  coals.  Yesterday  two  men  from  Maine 
were  sent  down  from  the  Mount  Vernon.  They  escaped  from  Virginia. 
I  have  sent  them  to  General  Butler.  The  tug  Young  America ,  which 
brought  them,  also  towed  a  small  sloop  taken  by  the  Mount  Vernon. 
She  is  one  of  the  bay  craft  used  in  cruising  from  [the]  eastern  shore. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag  Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 

'Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  Roanoke, 

Off  Fortress  Monroe,  July  22,  1861. 

SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  cruise  of 
this  ship  since  my  last  report,  dated  off  Charleston,  S.  0.,  July  14, 1801 : 

July  14. — Arrived  off  Charleston,  S.  C.  Found  the  Wabash,  Vanda- 
lia,  and  Union  there. 

July  15. — Dispatched  the  Vandalia  to  Bull’s  Bay  under  [Cape]  Romain 
Shoals  to  act  as  a  blockader  there;  she  being  within  short  distance  of 
the  Wabash,  will  also  act  in  connection  with  her  off  Charleston.  The 
same  afternoon  the  U.  S.  S  Union  left  for  Hampton  Roads.  A  survey 
was  held  on  the  engines  of  this  ship.  Two  days  were  required  to  make 
the  necessary  repairs.  ,  J  . 

July  17. — Left  Charleston  Bar  at  5 : 30  a.  m;  7 : 30  passed  Edisto  Inlet; 
at  12  m.  passed  the  mouth  of  St.  Helena  Sound;  4:30  p.  m.  arrived  off 
Savannah,  Ga.,  and  found  the  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Jamestown,  Commander 
Green,  and  U.  S.  S.  Flag,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Sartori,  there.  Gave 
each  of  them  copies  of  extracts  for  their  information.  At  5  p.  m.  again 

got  underway.  ,  .  ,  , , 

July  18.— 8  a.  m.,  passed  Fernandina light-house;  brig  Perry  not  there; 
10 : 30,  sighted  the  mouth  of  St.  John’s  River;  rebels  fired  six^ guns  from 
a  battery  5  or  6  miles  off ;  number  of  tents  on  the  beach,  lighted  St. 
Augustine  Harbor  and  then  returned  north. _ _ _ _ 


See  p.  15. 
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July  19. — 4  a.  m.,  made  Savannah,  Ga. ;  exchanged  signals  with  the 
Jamestown  and  Flag ;  sent  boat  to  them  and  received  dispatches  and 
mail.  Passed  St.  Helena  Sound,  Edisto  Island,  and  Edisto  Inlet;  1 : 30, 
arrived  off  Charleston,  S.  C.,  and  found  the  Wabash  there  and  received 
a  mail;  passed  the  Vandalia  off  Bull’s  Bay. 

July  20. — 5 : 30  a.  m.,  passed  Wilmington,  1ST.  C. ;  met  the  U.  S.  S.  Day¬ 
light;  made  signal  for  the  captain  to  come  on  board;  received  a  mail. 

July  21. — 5:  30  a.  m.,  beat  to  quarters;  steamer  in  sight  proved  to  be 
the  British  steamer  Gladiator;  boarded  the  schooner  A bby  Bracket,  from 
Trinidad,  Cuba,  bound  to  New  York;  cargo,  sugar  and  molasses;  5  p.  m., 
boarded  the  schooner  Cyclone,  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  from  Frontera, 
Mexico,  bound  to  New  York;  cargo,  logwood. 

I  regret  to  say  that  the  engines  of  this  ship  have  not  proved  as  satis¬ 
factory  as  I  should  have  desired,  suffering  continually  from  hot  journals 
and  other  disarrangements.  It  will  require  from  two  to  three  days  to 
hoist  the  propeller  and  make  the  necessary  repairs.  I  trust  that  the 
cruise  of  this  ship  will  prove  satisfactory  to  you.  We  have  cruised 
along  the  coast  from  here  to  St.  Augustine  and  back,  during  the  day  in 
sight  of  land. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  Pendergrast, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 

Flag-Officer  Silas  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  TJ.  S.  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Block¬ 
ading  Squadron,  regarding  the  discovery  of  a  Confederate  torpedo  in 
Hampton  Roads. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads ,  July  22,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  by  information 
from  one  of  the  Baltimore  pilots  I  learned  there  was  a  suspicious  object 
down  on  the  Horseshoe  between  Old  Point  and  the  light-boat. 

I  immediately  ordered  the  tug  Young  America  to  go  down  and  bring 
it  up.  It  proved  similar  in  form  to  the  infernal  machine*  at  the  navy 
yard  in  Washington,  which  was  found  in  the  Potomac,  having  but  one 
weight  to  it,  however,  buoyed  by  two  water  breakers,  very  neatly  fixed 
for  that  purpose. 

It  is  now  on  shore  by  the  fortress,  not  yet  having  been  examined. 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  TJ.  S- 
Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  available 
recruits  at  Annapolis. 

Navy  Department,  July  22, 1861. 
Sir:  The  following  force  is  available  at  Annapolis,  which  will  be 
ordered  to  your  vessel  if  you  require  them,  viz,  28  seamen,  12  ordinary 
seamen,  41  landsmen,  13  boys;  total,  91. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc.,  Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


See  Vol.  4,  pp.  566-568. 
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Report  of  Captain  Marston,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  ship  Cumber¬ 
land,  regarding  time  required  for  repairs  to  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Ship  Cumberland, 

Navy  Yard,  Charlestown  [Mass.],  July  22,  1861. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  19th  instant  was  this  day  received,  and  in 
reply  to  your  enquiry  when  the  Cumberland  can  be  sent  to  sea,  I  beg 
leave  to  say  that  1  have  been  informed  by  the  officers  of  this  yard  that 
she  may  be  got  ready  in  a  week  from  this  time,  provided  the  after  pivot 
gun,  which  is  still  at  Portsmouth,  does  not  detain  her.  But  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  this  is  too  short  a  time  to  have  her  ready,  and 
that  it  will  require  full  ten  days.  I  trust,  however,  that  my  great  anxi¬ 
ety  to  find  myself  again  at  Hampton  Boads  will  be  sufficient  surety 
that  every  exertion  shall  be  made  to  get  her  off  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment,  in  the  accomplishment  of  which  I  feel  sure  that  Captain  Hud¬ 
son  will  unite  his  utmost  efforts. 

Since  I  wrote  to  you  relative  to  an  increase  of  lieutenants  for  this 
ship,  Lieutenant  Murray  has  been  detached  from  her,  leaving  but  three 
officers  of  that  grade  on  board,  and  only  one  acting  master  instead  of 
two,  as  by  your  letter  I  find  you  to  believe  to  be  the  case.  The  best 
interests  of  the  service  require  that  an  officer  suitable  to  fill  the  situa¬ 
tion  as  first  lieutenant  should  be  ordered  to  her,  and  I  respectfully 
request  that  my  wishes  on  this  point  may  be  complied  with. 

In  accordance  with  your  orders,  I  shall  send  this  communication 
through  Captain  Hudson,  but  I  would  very  respectfully  remind  you 
that  that  officer  is  junior  to  myself. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  transmitting  corre¬ 
spondence  regarding  breach  of  blockade  and  depredations  of  privateers 
on  the  North  Carolina  coast. 


Navy  Department,  July  22,  1861. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  herewith  for  your  information  [are]  copies  of  two  letters 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  their  enclosures,  dated  the  l(ith 
and  19th  instant,  relative  to  unrestricted  commerce  and  the  depreda¬ 
tions  of  privateers  on  the  North  Carolina  coast;  also  copy  of  a  letter 
from  a  Mr.  A.  S.  Coriell,  of  Bakway  [N.  J.],  dated  15th  instant,  on  same 
subject. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 

[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

Treasury  Department,  July  16, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter,  under 
date  of  the  12th  instant,  from  the  collector  of  customs  at  New  York,  in 
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relation  to  vessels  entering  and  clearing  from  the  portsof  North  Caro 
lina  without  molestation,  and  also  to  the  depredations  of  a  privateer 


on  United  States  commerce. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 


S.  P.  Chase, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Subenclosure.] 


Custom-House,  Collector’s  Office, 

New  York ,  July  12 ,  1861. 

Sir:  Mr.  Benjamin  Blossom,  an  old,  reliable,  and  responsible  ship¬ 
owner  and  merchant  of  this  city,  has  to-day  imparted  to  me  information 
which  I  deem  proper  to  be  transmitted  to  you. 

Two  citizens  of  North  Carolina  have  just  passed  through  this  city 
on  their  return  home  from  Halifax,  where  they  have  chartered  British 
vessels  for  a  trade  between  Nassau,  Bermudas,  and  ports  on  the  coast 
of  North  Carolina.  To  Beaufort,  Wilmington,  and  New  Berne,  or 
Ocracoke,  the  entrance  is  almost  unobstructed,  and  no  blockade  has 
been  enforced  or  even  announced.  Every  day  vessels  are  passing  in  or 
out  of  these  ports,  carrying  whatever  cargoes  they  choose.  British 
bottoms  are  chartered  by  Carolinians  and  carry  on  this  trade.  At 
Georgetown,  S.  C.,  vessels  enter  and  clear  without  obstruction.  To  this 
place  the  prize  taken  by  the  privateer  Savannah  is  said  to  have  been 
sent.  Vessels  are  fitted  out,  armed,  and  sent  from  Ocracoke  to  capture 
coasters  and  whatever  other  craft  they  may  fall  in  with.  These  shore 
privateers  do  not  wait  for  letters  of  marque,  but  act  without  even  the 
semblance  of  authority.  They  find  no  difficulty  in  taking  their  prizes 
into  their  unblockaded  ports.  These  statements  are  made  by  residents 
of  the  Carolinas,  and  Mr.  Blossom  is  fully  assured  of  their  correctness 
and  trustworthiness. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hiram  Barney, 

Collector. 

Hon.  S.  P.  Chase, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  foregoing  I  have  received  the  following 
telegram,  which  has  been  duly  forwarded  by  telegraph  to  you: 


Collector  of  Port,  U.  S., 

Newport,  July  12. 

Arrived  this  morning  hrig  Mary  E.  Thompson,  Havener  master,  of  and  from  Sears- 
port,  Me.,  from  Antigua.  The  master  states  that  he  was  hoarded  by  a  Southern 
privateer  brig,  who  robbed  him  of  what  they  wanted;  also  states  that  several  others 
on  same  and  two  previous  days  were  taken  and  sent  into  Southern  ports.  Ship  Mary 
Goodell,  from  New  York,  was  boarded,  afterwards  released.  This  occurred  on  9tii 
instant,  latitude  39°  16',  longitude  67°  40'. 

S.  W.  Macy, 

Collector. 


Captain  Howard,  having  learned  these  facts,  has  given  me  notice 
that  he  should  proceed  this  afternoon  with  the  revenue  vessels  Crawford , 
Jackson ,  and  Varina  in  search  of  the  privateer  to  whose  depredations 
the  dispatch  refers. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hiram  Barney. 


Hon.  S.  P.  Chase. 
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[Enclosure  No.  2.] 

Treasury  Department,  July  19, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  under 
date  of  the  18th  instant,  from  the  collector  of  customs  at  New  York, 
conveying  further  information  from  Mr.  Benjamin  Blossom  in  relation 
to  unrestricted  commerce  now  being  had  with  North  Carolina  through 
its  several  ports. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

S.  P.  Chase, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Subenclosure.] 

Custom-House,  Collector’s  Office, 

New  York,  July  18,  1861. 

SIR :  On  the  12th  instant  I  communicated  to  you  certain  information 
received  by  me  from  Mr.  Benjamin  Blossom,  of  this  city,  relative  to  the 
imperfect  state  of  blockade  existing  upon  portions  of  the  coast  of  North 
Carolina.  Other  statements  upon  the  same  subject  have  this  morning 
been  made  to  me  by  the  same  reliable  gentleman,  which  1  hasten  to 
transmit  to  you. 

Within  a  few  days  past  four  British  vessels,  direct  from  Nassau  [New 
Providence],  have  entered  the  port  of  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  for  the  purpose 
of  there  receiving  cargoes.  One  British  vessel  has  entered  Beaufort, 
N.  C.,  for  the  same  purpose.  Vessels  of  that  nation  have  within  two 
weeks  entered  this  port  direct  from  Nassau  with  cargoes  of  pitch,  tar, 
and  turpentine,  evidently  the  product  of  North  Carolina,  thus  lending 
confirmation  to  the  statements  of  Mr.  Blossom.  He  assures  me  that 
vessels  belonging  in  Nassau  and  in  the  British  provinces  carry  on  au 
almost  uninterrupted  trade  with  the  ports  of  New  Berne,  Ocracoke, 
Wilmington,  and  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  and  with  Georgetown,  S.  C.,  and  this 
assurance  is  predicated  upon  authority  which  he  regards  as  most  direct 
and  authentic. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hiram  Barney, 

Collector. 


Hon.  S.  P.  Chase, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


[Enclosure  No.  3.] 

Rahway  [N.  J.],  July  15, 1861. 

DEAR  Sir  :  Anxious  to  be  of  service  to  my  country,  when  possible,  I 
hasten  to  inform  you  that  large  quantities  of  cotton  are  being  sent  to 
the  northeastern  parts  of  Georgia,  to  be  shipped  thence  to  England  or 
France;  also  that  numerous  vessels  are  being  or  have  been  fitted  out 
as  privateers,  harboring  along  the  coast,  making  the  port  of  Brunswick 
their  principal  depot. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

A.  S.  CORIELL. 


Hon.  S.  Cameron. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Wring  ham,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 

Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  disposition  of  available  recruits  at 

Annapolis.  „  ,, 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  July  23,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter  of  22d  J  uly. 

As  I  have  not  been  able  to  comply  with  the  order  for  supplying  the 
deficiency  of  the  Savannah's  crew,  she  having  sailed,  if  the  Department 
should  think  proper  to  order  the  force  mentioned  as  “at  Annapolis’7  to 
this  vessel,  I  could  send  the  number  required  for  the  Savannah  by  the 
guard  boat,  as  she  will  look  in  occasionally  off  the  capes. 

As  the  small  vessels  which  come  here  are  generally  short-handed,  I 
could  also  supply  their  wants. 

The  Minnesota  has  her  full  complement. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 

Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  seamen  on  chartered  steamer  Quaker 

City. 

XJ.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads ,  July  23,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  on  enquiry  I 
And  the  United  States  seamen  on  board  the  Quaker  City  were  put  there 
while  the  vessel  was  in  New  York. 

Flag-Officer  Pendergrast  reports  to  me  July  23,  1861 : 

On  or  about  the  1st  day  of  May  the  Quaker  City,  under  command  of  Acting  Master 
Mather,  reported  for  duty.  Seamen  were  then  on  board. 

Commander  Carr,  now  of  the  Quaker  City,  reports : 

From  the  employ6s  of  the  owners  on  board,  I  learn  verbally  that  these  men  were 
placed  on  board  with  the  armament  on  April  28  last,  hy  Flag-Officer  S.  L.  Breese, 
commandant  navy  yard,  New  York,  on  the  requisition  of  Captain  R.  W.  Shufeldt, 
who  had  at  that  time  assumed  command  of  the  vessel  on  behalf  of  the  Union 
Defense  Committee,  who  were  at  that  time  the  charterers  of  the  vessel. 

Commander  Carr  informs  me  these  men  are  necessary  to  this  ship. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-  Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Gillis,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Monti- 
cello,  of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  New  York. 

U.  S.  S.  Monticello, 

New  York,  July  23,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  order  of  Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  arrival  of  this  vessel  at  this  port. 
Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  P.  Gillis, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  City. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  Stringham ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  additional 
vessels  ordered  to  his  command. 


Navy  Department,  July  23 , 1861. 

Sir:  The  following  dispatches,  not  heretofore  acknowledged,  have 
been  received  from  you : 

No.  65,  dated  July  13,  1861. 

No.  68,  dated  July  17,  1861. 

No.  69,  dated  July  17,  1861. 

No.  74,  dated  July  20, 1861. 

No.  75,  dated  July  20, 1861. 

The  charter  of  the  steamer  Union  has  been  extended  two  mouths. 
The  steam  sloop  Seminole  has  been  ordered  to  report  to  you  at  Hamp¬ 
ton  Roads,  and  also  the  sloop  of  war  Cumberland ,  when  her  repairs  are 
completed. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic 

Blockading  Squadron ,  of  the  disposition  of  vessels  of  his  squadron  and 

the  recapture  of  the  schooner  Enchantress. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads ,  July  24,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter*  of 
July  22,  and  am  much  gratified  at  the  decision  in  reference  to  the 
negroes  on  board  the  Mount  Vernon,  as  we  well  know  that  they  are 
used  by  their  rebel  masters  in  erecting  batteries  and  every  other  serv¬ 
ice  within  the  power  of  their  masters  to  employ  them  against  the 
Government. 

These  men  were  not  enticed  at  all,  and  I  shall  comply  with  the 
request  of  the  Department  and  caution  my  officers  not  to  use  any 
persuasion  to  induce  them  to  leave  their  masters. 

I  am  also  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  July  23,  announcing  the 
recharter  for  two  months  of  the  Union. 

I  shall  look  anxiously  for  the  Seminole  and  Cumberland. 

I  have  stationed  off  Cape  Hatteras  and  Cape  Fear  the  Savannah , 
Daylight,  and  Albatross,  all  that  I  could  at  present.  Of  the  disposition 
of  the  vessels  of  my  squadron  I  have  kept  you  apprised,  and  fast  as  I 
can  I  will  send  vessels  along  the  coast  to  endeavor  to  prevent  the 
illegal  trade  mentioned  in  the  letters  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  and  copies  accompanying  them  contained  in  your  second  of 
July  23. 

1  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  arrival  at  this 
point  this  morning  of  the  Albatross,  Commander  G.  A.  Prentiss,  hav¬ 
ing  in  tow  a  schooner,  a  recapture  off  Hatteras  by  the  Albatross  of  a 
prize  to  the  privateer  Jefferson  Davis.  She  is  the  schooner  Enchantress, 
from  Boston  for  Santiago  de  Cuba,  with  an  assorted  cargo. 


See  p.  10. 


32 


ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


I  regret  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  steamer  will  be  unable 
to  resume  her  station  for  some  time,  because  of  accidents  which  have 

occurred  to  her  machinery. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer ,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron ,  suggesting  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Albatross  and  her 
prize ,  schooner  Enchantress ,  be  sent  to  Philadelphia. 


U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads ,  July  24,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  apprising  the  Department  of  the 
presence  of  the  Albatross  with  her  prize  (in  another  letter  of  this  date), 
but  unfortunately  too  much  crippled  in  her  machinery  for  me  to  venture 
to  order  her  back  to  her  station  off  Hatteras  without  first  undergoing 


repairs.  _  .  .  , 

We  are  unable  to  repair  her  here,  and  as  I  have  the  Union  here,  and 
rechartered,  I  will  send  her  immediately  off  Hatteras,  and  I  respect;, 
fully  suggest  to  the  Department  that  I  might  send  the  Albatross  (it  per¬ 
mitted),  with  her  prize,  the  recaptured  Enchantress,  with  the  rebel 
prize  crew,  direct  to  Philadelphia,  where  she  could  be  repaired  in  a 

short  time.  . 

Commander  Prentiss  informs  me  that  one  of  the  pirate  crew  (we  do 
not  know  what  reliance  to  place  upon  his  information)  informed  him 
that  the  Jefferson  Davis  was  going  [to]  St.  Thomas,  West  Indies,  for 
repairs. 

A  fast  steamer  from  New  York  might  run  down  to  St.  Thomas  and 
look  after  the  Jefferson  Davis,  and  thus  decide  the  truthfulness  of  the 
information,  and  coming  back  along  the  coast  she  might  pick  up  some 
of  their  cruisers. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


[Enclosure.] 


U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  July  24,  1861. 

I  copy  a  list  of  articles  wanted  by  the  Albatross  : 


1  new  main-crank  pin. 

1  air-pump  crank  pin. 

1  force-pump  crosshead. 

2  pistons  repaired. 

Main  shaft  is  cut  and  breaking  very  badly. 


New  set  of  springs  for  cut-off. 

4  air-pump  valves  (rubber),  3  feet  10  inches 
long  by  11  inches  wide. 

1  new  eccentric  rod. 

1  portable  forge  and  bellows. 


The  above  list  furnished  me  by  Commander  Prentiss. 
Respectfully, 

S.  H.  S. 


1 


Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron . 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  referring  to  the 

English  brig  Herald  and  the  schooner  Tropic  Wind. 

Navy  Department,  July  24, 1861. 

Sir  :  Your  No.  76,*  in  relation  to  the  English  brig  [Herald],  captured 
by  the  St.  Lawrence,  has  been  received. 

The  Department  is  of  opinion,  under  the  circumstances  mentioned, 
that  she  is  good  prize  and  should  be  sent  to  some  court  for  adjudica¬ 
tion. 

Please  inform  the  Department  if  the  schooner  Tropic  Wind  is  at 
Hampton  Roads,  and  whether  she  has  been  turned  over  to  you  or  what 
has  been  done  with  her. 

Her  papers  were  sent  to  the  Department  by  General  Butler. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  transmitting  infor¬ 
mation  from  U.  S.  consul  at  Liverpool  regarding  the  movements  of  the 
vessels  Gondar,  John  Fraser,  and  Monterey. 

Navy  Department,  July  24, 1861. 
Sir  :  I  herewith  enclose  for  your  information  a  letter  from  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State,  dated  the  20th  instant,  with  an  extract  from  a  dispatch 
received  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Liverpool,  in  reference  to  certain 
vessels  fitting  out  in  England  for  the  Atlantic  ports  of  the  insurgent 
States. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  [Squadron],  Hampton  Roads. 


[Enclosure.] 

Department  of  State, 
Washington ,  J uly  20,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  an 
extract  from  a  dispatch,  No.  23,  received  from  the  IT.  S.  vice-consul  at 
Liverpool,  in  reference  to  certain  vessels  which,  as  there  is  reason  to 
believe,  are  fitting  out  in  England  by  parties  in  the  interest  of  the 
insurgents. 

I  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  the  attention  of  the  commanders  of  our 
blockading  forces  be  called  to  the  representations  of  Vice-Consul  Wild¬ 
ing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  H.  Seward. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


3 
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[Subenclosure.]  '  , 

Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Liverpool ,  July  5 ,  1861. 

Sir:  *  *  *  On  the  2d  July  an  English  vessel  called  the  Oondar 
was  entered  to  load  for  Nassau,  New  Providence.  From  the  fact  of 
her  probable  ownership  by  John  Fraser  &  Co.,  of  Charleston,  it  being 
very  unusual  to  send  a  vessel  of  her  tonnage  to  Nassau,  and  the  con¬ 
tiguity  of  the  place  to  Charleston,  I  have  no  doubt  her  cargo  is  intended 
for  Charleston.  The  Gondar  was  formerly  an  American  vessel,  owned 
by  John  Fraser  &  Co.,  of  Charleston,  but  in  February  last,  as  the 
Department  was  informed  by  dispatch  dated  7th  February,  slm  was 
transferred  and  registered  as  an  English  vessel  in  the  names  of  Grant 
&  Armstrong,  two  English  employes  of  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  of 
Liverpool,  John  Fraser  &  Co.  no  doubt  continuing  to  be  the  real 

owners.  . 

The  John  Fraser ,  belonging  to  the  same  house,  arrived  here  June  22, 
from  Charleston  May  24,  under  English  colors.  She  sailed  hence  for 
Charleston  in  February  last  under  American  papers  and  colors. 

Another  ship  called  the  Monterey ,  belonging  to  Savannah,  which  left 
here  not  long  since  under  American  papers,  returned  on  the  1st  July 
(from  Savannah  May  2)  as  an  English  vessel,  having  been  transferred 
at  Savannah.  I  send  you  copy  of  the  section  of  the  merchant  shipping 
act,  under  which  these  vessels  must  have  obtained  provisional  papers 
from  the  English  consul. 

I  shall  inform  Mr.  Adams  of  my  suspicions  as  to  the  real  ownership 
of  the  Gondar  and  John  Fraser.  As  I  before  informed  you,  Fraser, 
Trenholm  &  Co.  some  time  since  bought  a  steamer  for  this  direct  line. 
From  some  information  I  got,  I  was  induced  to  believe  that  she  was 
being  fitted  at  Stockton-on-Tees,  a  place  on  the  east  coast. 

I  sent  a  man  over  there,  and  he  reports  that  a  steamer  (screw)  of 
about  700  tons,  called  the  Czar,  had  been  built  for  a  London  firm  and 
by  them  sold  to  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  and  that  she  left  there  about 
three  weeks  since  for  London,  it  was  supposed,  having  only  coal  for  a 
few  days,  and  a  small  number  of  riggers,  etc.,  to  work  her.  I  have 
written  to  the  consul  at  London  about  her. 

There  is  another  similar  vessel,  nearly  finished,  for  the  same  house, 
also  said  to  be  bought  by  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co. 

####*** 


I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  W.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


H.  Wilding, 

U.  S.  Vice-Consul. 


Boat  expedition  up  Bach  River ,  Virginia,  July  24,  1861. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron; 
also  referring  to  tlie  capture  of  a  sloop  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Dawn. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  July  25,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  that  yesterday, 
in  compliance  with  request  from  Major-General  Butler  by  Lieutenant 
Crosby,  I  furnished  him  with  5  launches,  all  manned  and  equipped  (3 
from  the  Minnesota  and  2  from  the  Roanohe )  which,  with  4  boats  from 
the  fortress,  also  manned,  started  about  noon  on  an  expedition  up  Back 


ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


35 


River.  They  returned  at  2  a.  m.  this  morning,  making  report  that  they 
had  destroyed  10  vessels,  schooners  and  sloops,  by  burning,  and  brought 
back  with  them  a  schooner  heavily  loaded  with  corn,  provisions,  and 
other  articles. 

They  discovered  no  batteries  or  any  body  of  rebels,  seeing  occasional 
scouts.  They  met  with  no  accident. 

This  morning  about  8  o’clock,  I  am  happy  to  inform  the  Department, 
the  U.  S.  S.  Dawn  arrived,  having  in  tow  a  heavily  loaded  sloop,  with 
some  passengers  on  board,  which  she  captured  on  her  passage  from 
Cherrystone,  trying  to  get  into  York  River.  The  Dawn  fired  a  couple 
of  muskets,  which  had  no  effect,  then  fired  a  shot  from  one  of  her  guns, 
when  a  small  boat  put  off  from  the  sloop  and  reached  the  shore.  This 
proved  to  be  the  captain,  with  a  little  boy,  leaving  passengers  on  board, 
eight  men,  whom  I  have  brought  to  the  Minnesota ,  and  shall  hold  as 
prisoners  of  war  until  otherwise  directed  by  the  Department. 

I  enclose  a  full  list  of  their  names,  residence,  and  place  of  destina¬ 
tion,  and  believe  they  were  bound  for  the  rebel  Army.  I  venture,  very 
respectfully,  to  recall  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  my  communi¬ 
cation  No.  76,  in  reference  to  the  English  brig  taken  by  the  St.  Law¬ 
rence  and  yet  at  this  point. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-  Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 


List  of  prisoners  captured  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Dawn,  July  24,  1861*. 


Names. 

Where  from. 

Bound  to. 

B.  R.  Dashiell . 

Richmond. 

Yorktown. 

Richmond. 

Do. 

Sufl'olk,  Va. 
Richmond. 

Do. 

Norfolk. 

J.  W.  Pauling . 

George  P.  Jones . 

T.  E.  B.  Collins . 

W.  B.  Duncan . 

Lemuel  Yerby . 

Sidney  S.  Jones . 

John  R.  Birch . 

Report  of  Colonel  Johnston,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  at  Cockle  town,  Va. 

Headquarters  Forces  from  Cockletown, 

Half-Way  House ,  Va.,  July  25,  1861. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  returned  to  this  point 
yesterday,  after  occupying  Bethel  for  a  few  hours,  the  Messex  picket 
having  reported  that  the  enemy  had  landed  in  force  from  nine  barges 
in  their  vicinity.  These  barges  were  towed  by  two  armed  steam  tugs 
underway  at  this  point.  I  was  informed  that  a  detachment  of  the 
enemy’s  forces  were  occupying  a  position  almost  2  miles  from  their 
boats.  Judging  them  to  be  in  large  force,  and  thinking  that  perhaps 
the  movement  might  be  a  combined  one  with  a  party  from  Newport 
News  or  Hampton,  I  established  my  headquarters  at  this  point,  and 
ordered  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cumming  to  join  me  here,  and  detached 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Hood  with  two  guns,  a  squadron  of  cavalry,  and 
Colonel  Rightor’s  battalion,  and  five  companies  of  Colonel  Cumming’s 
regiment,  under  Captain  Hardee,  to  look  out  [for]  this  party. 
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Colonel  Hood  returned  tills  morning.  He  found  tbaUhe  enemy  had 
burned  a  number  of  vessels  and  towed  out  °fters,  one  known  to  be  the 
nrrmertv  of  Mr  Booker,  wliich  was  loaded  with  Mr.  Booker  s  effects, 
3™  to  have' dropped  down  the  river  last  night.  The  enemy  left 
before  dart,  and  had  succeeded  m  getting  out  of  the  river,  except  one 

steam  tug,  which  got  aground  before  dusk,  and  was  detained  until  the 
hi  oh  tide,  but  got  out  before  he  could  lire  on  it. 

I  strengthened  my  picket  at  Messex  Point  and  established  one  near 
Hew  Market  Bridge.  This  picket  was  not  permitted  to  take  its  position. 
It  was  driven  beyond  its  horses  by  a  strong  picket  of  the  enemy,  but 
returned  at  12  o’clock  and  brought  oft  its  horses,  which  had  not  been 

discovered  by  the  enemy.  „ 

Owing  to  the  fatigue  my  soldiers  had  undergone,  and  the  difficulties 
occasioned  by  the  quartermaster’s  and  commissary  departments,  1  have 
remained  in  camp  here  during  the  day  with  my  infantry  and  artillery, 
the  cavalry  being  at  Bartlett’s  to  obtain  forage.  I  expect  to  occupy 
Bethel,  where  I  shall  endeavor  to  secure  the  negroes  m  the  lower  pait 
of  the  peninsula,  and  to  carry  out  your  instructions  in  relation  to  this 
position.  When  this  is  completed,  unless  otherwise  directed,  1  expect 
to  occupy  Harrod’s  and  Young’s  mills,  from  which  points  I  can  best, 
with  safety,  operate  against  marauding  parties. 

I  am,  maior,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  Bo.  Johnston, 

Colonel  of  Cavalry. 

Major  G.  B.  Cosby,  .  „  7. 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Hdqrs.  Army  of  Yorlctoivn. 


Report  of  Commander  Chandler ,  77.  J3.  Navy ,  commanding  II.  8.  8.  Dawn, 
of  the  movements  of  that  vessel  from  July  6  to  25 ,  1801 ,  and  the  capture 
of  the  sloop  Josephus. 

^  TT.  S.  S.  Hawn. 


Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  July  25,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  while  standing  in  for  your  anchor¬ 
age,  that  nothing  of  very  material  importance  has  occurred  until  last 
night  since  my  departure  from  Hampton  Boads  on  the  6th,  in  obedi¬ 
ence  to  your  order  of  the  5th  instant,  to  “resume  (my)  former  station 
at  the  mouth  of  York  Biver,  using  all  diligence  to  prevent  the  ingress 
and  egress  of  all  vessels  into  and  from  the  waters  of  Virginia.” 

On  the  Sth  instant,  whilst  underway  in  York  Biver,  where  we  had 
been  anchored  since  the  6tli,  about  6  miles  from  Yorktown,  I  received 
(by  the  Penguin ,  Commander  Livingston)  your  order  of  the  Sth,  direct¬ 
ing  me  to  “be  vigilant  and  not  hesitate  to  seize  all  vessels  about  whose 
movements  (I)  have  the  least  suspicions,  and  particularly  those  crafts 
called  pungies,”  in  allusion  to  information  that  had  just  reached  you, 
and  which  you  bring  to  my  notice,  that  “  J.  Pruitt,  of  Mobjack  Bay, 
owns  a  pungy,  and  with  it  supplies  the  secessionists  with  provisions;” 
which  orders  I  have  strictly  and  most  faithfully  obeyed,  having  moved 
the  Hawn  immediately  to  Mobjack  Bay  and  given  chase  night  and 
day  to  everything  large  or  small  of  a  suspected  appearance,  either  in 
Mobjack  or  Chesapeake  Bay;  and  kept  a  constant  lookout,  with  the 
spy  and  opera  glass,  on  all  others  too,  at  all  hours;  in  one  instance 
chasing  a  small  sloop  boat  from  Mobjack  Bay  at  night,  off  the  Wolf 
Trap  Shoal,  which  afterwards  escaped  into  one  of  the  small  inlets 
north  of  ISew  Point  Comfort;  and  on  another,  running  over  at  night  to 
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the  eastern  shore  of  the  Chesapeake  in  chase  of  a  fore-and-aft  schooner, 
which  we  overhauled  and  boarded  about  11  p.  in.  some  15  miles  to  the 
northward  and  eastward  of  New  Point  Comfort. 

Previously,  on  the  13th,  while  at  anchor  in  Mobjack  Bay,  observing 
a  large  smoke  at  Yorktown,  and  supposing  a  great  battle  might  be 
going  on,  we  steamed  round  York  Spit  and  up  York  Biver,  in  order  to 
be  present;  but  when  within  0  miles  of  the  city  we  ascertained  it  was 
the  burning  of  woods,  only,  in  the  vicinity. 

The  day  afterwards  (14th)  we  chased  up  Mobjack  Bay  a  sloop  boat 
that  attempted  to  get  out  futo  the  Chesapeake,  and  only  abandoned  the 
chase  after  running  the  steamer  into  2  fathoms  water  (which  is  her 
draft  aft),  when  the  sloop  boat  returned  up  one  of  the  small  rivers  that 
empty  into  Mobjack  Bay. 

Last  night  about  midnight  we  captured,  on  the  northwestern  side  of 
York  Spit,  the  sloop  that  I  have  now  in  tow  (supposed  to  be,  as  her 
name  has  been  erased,  the  Josephus),  from  the  eastern  shore  of  Virginia, 
bound  to  West  Point  (on  York  Biver),  loaded  with  corn  and  oats,  and 
having  about  1^  dozen  chickens  and  about  5  or  6  bushels  of  clams.  We 
found  10  male  passengers  on  board,  including  2  small  boys,  of  whom  I 
send  herewith  a  list,  with  their  places  of  residence. 

After  running  the  steamer  into  2  fathoms  water  in  chase  of  this 
sloop  (as  far  as  we  could  go  on  an  ebb  tide),  and  when  within  about 
one-quarter  mile  of  her,  we  fired  two  musket  shot  at  her,  to  which  she 
seemed  to  pay  no  attention.  Having  the  cutter  all  ready,  with  a  crew 
armed  with  muskets,  pistols,  and  swords,  she  was  sent  to  board  her, 
but  with  orders  to  keep  out  of  our  line  of  fire  in  approaching  her. 
We  then  fired  a  round  shot  within  a  few  feet  ahead  of  her,  taking  the 
precaution  to  aim  the  gun  myself,  merely  to  frighten  the  crew  of  the 
sloop  and  bring  her  to,  which  had  the  desired  effect,  the  skipper,  with 
one  hand,  however  (according  to  the  subsequent  report  of  the  passen¬ 
gers),  making  his  escape  in  his  boat,  but  not  until  he  had  urged  their 
resistance  with  firearms  to  the  approach  of  our  boat  previous  to  our 
shot.  He  got  olf  under  the  shadow  of  the  land. 

Our  cutter  took  possession  of  and  brought  her  alongside  the  steamer, 
when,  putting  a  prize  crew  on  board  and  running  out  into  deeper 
water,  we  anchored  with  the  sloop  astern  and  the  passengers  on  board 
of  her,  about  half  past  1,  and  at  4  this  morning  we  got  underway 
and  steamed  down  here,  where  I  shall  have  the  honor  of  immediately 
reporting  to  you  in  person,  and  also  of  handing  you  this  communica¬ 
tion,  with  a  memorandum  of  the  quantity  of  coal,  provisions,  wood, 
and  water  now  on  board,  together  with  the  requisitions  (from  the 
different  departments)  of  the  steamer’s  wants. 


Residence. 


List  of  passengers. 

Names. 

George  P.  Jones,  Sidney  S.  Jones,  Lemuel  Yerby,  B.  R. 

Dashiell  . . - .  Princess  Anne, Md. 

John  R.  Birch,  Jos.  W.  Pauling .  Eastville, Va. 

T.E.B.  Collins .  Warrenlon  Va. 

W.  B.  Duncan  ------- y -y-;- .  FNe wl  Kent  County,  Ya. 

W.  H.  Brown,  boy .  Severn  raver,  va. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  Chandler, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham,  _  _  .  . 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  JJ.  S.  Fairy,  commanding  Atlantic 

Blockading  Squadron,  transmitting  request  from  underwriters  on  bark 

Young  Greek.* 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  July  25,  1861. 

Sir:  I  liave  the  honor  to  enclose,  for  the  decision  of  the  Department 
in  reference  thereto,  a  copy  of  letter  received  by  me  yesterday,  dated 
Baltimore,  July  23,  from  Jas.  Carey  Coale,  underwriters’  agent,  con¬ 
taining  a  receipt  from  Adam3  &  Co.’s  express  for  $250. 

Have  I  permission  from  the  Department  to  comply  with  the  request 
of  the  donors  of  the  above  sum? 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


[Enclosure.] 


Baltimore,  July  23, 1861. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  am  instructed  by  the  underwriters  on  the  bark  Young 
Greek  and  cargo  to  remit  you  the  sum  of  $250  (receipt  for  which  in  gold 
from  Adams  &  Co.  please  find  herewith),  with  the  request  that  you 
will  do  them  the  favor  to  distribute  the  same,  according  to  your  judg¬ 
ment,  among  the  seamen  (fifteen  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Minnesota  and  eight 
from  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Penguin)  who  aided  so  efficiently  in  relieving 
the  bark  from  the  perilous  situation  while  ashore  recently  on  the  Wolf 
Trap.  It  is  intended  as  a  small  testimonial  of  the  appreciation  of  their 
services. 

They  also  beg  to  unite  with  Captain  Taylor,  of  the  bark,  in  return¬ 
ing  their  thanks  to  yourself,  as  well  as  to  the  commanders  and  officers 
of  the  TJ.  S.  gunboats  Penguin  and  Dawn,  to  Captain  Snow,  sailing 
master  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Minnesota,  and  the  master  and  officers  of  the 
steamer  Cambridge. 

Y ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  Carey  Coale, 

Underwriters ’  Agent. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Old  Point,  Ya. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  the  movements  of  the  U.  S.  brig 
Preble. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  July  25,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  have  just 
received  a  letter  from  Commander  11.  French,  U.  S.  brig  Preble,  off  Cape 
Henry,  July  24, 1861,  stating  that  he  is  on  his  way  down,  in  compliance 
with  his  orders,  to  join  the  Gulf  Squadron.  He  says: 

I  intended  looking  into  Charleston  and  Savannah,  hut  [as]  the  ship  is  so  dull  and 
the  season  advancing  rapidly  I  shall  hurry  over  the  Bahamas  as  fast  as  possible. 


See  Vol.  5,  p.  790. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  resignation  of  Carpenter  H.  G.  Thomas; 
also  report  of  Surgeons  Dillard,  Jones,  and  Harlan  pronouncing-  four 
men  on  board  the  Roanoke  as  unlit  for  duty.  Shall  I  discharge  them 
from  the  service? 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag- Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  S.Navy, 
commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  the  U.  S.  S. 
Albatross. 


Navy  Department,  July  25, 1861. 
Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  recommendation,  you  can  send  the  Albatross, 
with  her  prize,  to  Philadelphia  for  repairs. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  U.  S.Navy , 
commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  the  U.  S.  S. 
Flag. 

Navy  Department,  July  25, 1861. 

Sir  :  Your  79  and  enclosures  have  been  received. 

You  will  send  the  steamer  Flag  to  Philadelphia  to  be  repaired  when, 
in  your  judgment,  her  services  can  be  dispensed  with. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
'  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  Department’s  order. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  July  26, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  order  directing 
me  to  report  in  person  at  Washington,  and  shall  obey  it  immediately. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic 
Bloclading  Squadron,  regarding  charters  of  the  steamers  Baton  and 
Mount  Vernon. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  July  26,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  charter  of 
the  U.  S.  S.  Dawn  expires  July  28,  and  the  charter  of  the  Mount  Vernon 
expires  on  the  1st  day  of  August,  1861,  as  near  as  I  can  learn  from 
information  received  from  their  commanders. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  disposition  of  two  captured  vessels. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  July  26,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  receipt  of 
your  commuuication*  of  July  24,  with  reference  to  disposition  of  the 
English  brig  [Herald]  captured  by  the  St.  Lawrence.  I  shall  order  her 
to  Philadelphia  for  adjudication. 

In  reference  to  the  English  schooner  Tropic  Wind,  that  she  is  here  in 
charge  of  Major-General  Butler,  never  having  been  given  over  into  my 
control. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Livingston,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 

Penguin ,  regarding  movements  of  Confederate  steamers  in  James 

River,  Virginia. 

IT.  S.  S.  Penguin, 
Neuport  News,  July  26,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  there  is  some  excitement  in 
camp  here  in  relation  to  the  constant  movements  of  two  steamers  in 
James  River  yesterday  and  to  day. 

Since  I  have  been  stationed  here  the  smoke  from  a  steamer  has  been 
observed  twice  each  day  passing  on  a  line  from  the  western  shore  to 
Yorktown.  Last  evening  and  to-day  it  has  been  constant  from  early 
daylight. 

The  pilot  informs  me  that  there  are  three  batteries  this  side  of  their 
line,  one  of  which  must  be  passed  close  in  with.  I  have  been  up  the 
river  as  far  as  Smithtown  [Smitlifield1?]  Point. 


See  p  33. 
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I  observe  also  a  large  three-masted  vessel  behind  Craney  Island.  My 
officers  insist  that  she  is  a  large  steamer  and  has  had  steam  np.  The 
activity  of  the  euemy  is  apparent,  and  looks  very  much  like  an  attack 
to  be  made  from  many  points  at  the  same  time. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
r  J.  W.  Livingston, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  [$.]  Penguin. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  West  India 
Squadron ,  regarding  movements  of  vessels. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Roanoke, 

Off  Fortress  Monroe ,  Fa..,  July  27 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  in  obedience 
to  the  order  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham  I  leave  to-day  for  Charleston 
Bar,  South  Carolina,  to  relieve  the  Wabash.  I  would  also  inform  the 
Department  that  the  sloop  of  war  Dale  arrived  here  last  evening. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  Pendergrast, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C.  - 


Report  of  Commander  Goldsborough ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 

Union,  of  the  burning  of  the  captured  American  brig  B.  T.  Martin, 

July  28,  1861.  ^  s.  Unj0Nj 

Hampton  Roads,  August  4,  1861. 

Flair-Officer  Silas  H.  Stringham:  I  have  to  report  that  on  the 
morning  of  the  28th  ultimo  I  fell  in  with  the  frigate  Savannah,  Captain 
Hull  who  informed  me  that  four  days  previous,  viz,  on  the  24th,  an 
American  brig,  in  possession  of  the  rebels,  had  been  run  on  shore  a 
few  miles  to  the  northward  of  Cape  Hatteras.  1  immediately  proceeded 
to  the  place  and  discovered  that  the  brig  was  well  upon  the  shore,  and 
also  that  a  large  number  of  men  were  employed  m  stripping  her  of  sails 
and  rigging,  unloading  and  landing  her  cargo,  and  all  these  articles 
were  piled  up  on  the  beach.  After  shelling  the  place  and  driving  the 
men  into  the  woods  I  manned  and  armed  my  boats  and  sent  them  on 
shore  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Watmough  and  Midshipman  Stewait, 
with  orders  to  lire  the  vessel,  burn  and  destroy  the  property,  whic 
was  effectively  done  with  good  judgment  and  much  spirit.  She  proved 
to  be  the  brig  B.  T.  Martin,  of  Boston,  and,  from  the  information  that 
I  can  collect  from  her  log  book,  C.  A.  French  was  master,  and  also  that 
she  was  from  Philadelphia,  bound  to  Cardenas.  Her  cargo  consisted 
of  one  new  cylinder  boiler,  a  large  iron  refinery,  cast-iron  framing,  and 
three  large  i^on  tanks,  stoves,  and  about  40  barrels  of  potatoes. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  ^ 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  U.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  for  the  release  of  the  Brit¬ 
ish  brig  Herald. 

Navy  Department,  July  29, 1861. 
Sir:  In  pursuance  of  a  suggestion  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
State,  made  upon  statements  that  have  been  submitted  to  him,  the 
Department  directs  that  you  will  release  the  British  brig  Herald,  seized 
by  the  St.  Lawrence,  which  vessel  was  referred  to  in  your  No.  76*  and 
the  Department’s  reply  of  the  24th  instant. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  of  his  return  to  his  squadron. 

IT.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  July  30,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  have  returned 
to  my  station  on  board  the  Minnesota. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  transmitting  report  of  the  commanding  officer  of 
U.  S.  S.  Daylight,  regarding  disabled  condition  of  that  vessel,  and  refer¬ 
ring  to  prize  brig  Falmouth. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  July  30,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  the  Department  the  report  of 
Commander  Samuel  Lockwood,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Daylight,  just  returned 
to  this  place  broken  down.  I  have  sent  to  New  York  for  articles  of 
machinery  she  requires,  and  hope  in  a  few  days  to  have  her  employed 
again. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

TJ.  S.  Propeller  Daylight, 
Hampton  Roads ,  July  28,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  return  to  this  pont  to-day,  with 
the  U.  S.  propeller  Daylight  under  my  command,  for  the  reasons  set 
forth  in  the  accompanying  papers. 


See  p.  19. 
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It  was  with  great  reluctance  that  I  was  induced  on  the  24th  instant 
to  abandon  the  blockade  of  Cape  Fear  River,  but  the  injury  to  our 
machinery  was  of  such  a  serious  nature  as  to  render  the  step  impera¬ 
tively  necessary  for  me  to  assume  the  responsibility,  particularly  as  we 
could  not  repair  it;  and  the  longer  we  remained  working  the  vessel  on 
the  high-pressure  principle  witli  decreased  power  not  sufficient  to  pro¬ 
pel  her  against  a  sea  in  a  gale  of  wind,  the  greater  were  the  chances  in 
a  short  time  of  our  not  being  able  to  reach  any  port. 

About  an  hour  previous  to  the  breaking  of  the  eccentric  strap  we  got 
underway  (as  was  our  wout)  to  make  an  offing,  to  meet  any  contin¬ 
gency  in  consequence  of  an  increasing  southwest  wind,  and  had  pro¬ 
ceeded  about  3  miles  when  the  accident  occurred.  Fortunately  we 
found  the  bottom  soft,  which  enabled  us  to  ride  out  a  gale  accompanied 
with  heavy  squalls  from  the  southwest,  which  tried  our  cable  very 
severely,  and  had  we  parted  must  have  inevitably  gone  on  shore,  for 
our  engine  was  useless  and  the  engineers  were  busy  all  night  and  most 
of  the  following  day  making  it,  with  the  old  pipe  we  happened  to  have 
on  hand,  into  a  noncondensing  engine,  to  enable  us  to  reach  some 
friendly  port  for  repairs,  and  I  have  found  on  the  passage  hither  the 
report  of  the  engineers  of  her  decreased  speed  nearly  correct. 

The  vessel  in  a  seaway  when  in  repair  averaged  less  than  6  knots  per 
hour,  and  now,  with  the  aid  of  the  sails,  we  get  about  3£.  She  might 
answer  for  smooth  water  in  rivers  or  bays,  but  for  sea  I  consider  her, 
not  only  for  her  want  of  speed,  but  also  on  account  of  her  rolling  so  deep 
as  to  prevent  the  use  of  her  guns,  as  totally  unfit  for  the  service. 

It  is  a  melancholy  and  significant  commentary  on  secession  that  dur¬ 
ing  a  passage  of  nearly  four  days  along  the  {Southern  coast  the  only 
vessel  seen  and  spoken  was  the  brig  Falmouth ,  of  New  York,  forty-two 
days  from  the  coast  of  Africa,  under  the  charge  of  Lieutenant  Young, 
U.  S.  Navy,  a  prize  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Sumpter. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  Lockwood, 

.  '  Commander. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blackading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  movements  of  vessels. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  July  30,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  IT.  S.  S. 
Seminole  has  sailed  for  Charleston. 

I  have  ord<ered  the  Penguin  to  take  her  station  to  blockade  off  Cape 
Fear,  North  Carolina,  recently  occupied  by  the  Daylight. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  A  tlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  transmitting  informa¬ 
tion  regarding  designs  and  movements  of  Confederates  about  Norfolk ,  Va. 

i 

Navy  Department,  July  30, 1861. 
Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  copy  of  a  communication  which  has  been 
referred  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Department,  dated  the  25th 
instant,  without  signature,  purporting  to  give  important  information 
concerning  the  designs  and  movements  of  the  rebels,  especially  in  the 
vicinity  of  Norfolk. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


[Enclosure.] 


New  York,  July  25,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  I  write  you  to  communicate  to  you  highly  important 
information  which  I  have  just  obtained  from  a  source  which  I  know  to 
be  true  and  reliable,  and  which  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  send  to  you  without 
delay. 

In  the  course  of  a  negotiation  with  a  gentleman  lately  residing  in 
Baltimore,  which  resulted  in  his  purchasing  my  house  in  this  city,  I 
have  learned  from  him  some  facts  as  to  the  doings  of  the  rebels  in  Nor¬ 
folk,  etc.,  with  a  bearing  on  an  attack  on  Fortress  Monroe. 

He  tells  me  that  one  of  the  ships  lately  raised  at  Gosport  has  been 
plated  with  iron  on  her  sides,  6  inches  in  thickness,  and  on  her  deck 
railroad  iron  is  laid,  so  as  to  make  her  invulnerable  to  shot  and  shell; 
that  her  fore-and-aft  paits  are  made  into  water  tanks,  which  will  be 
filled  with  water,  and  she  will  be  armed  with  long  ranged  and  rifled 
cannon  of  large  caliber;  that  one  such  vessel  is  nearly  ready  and  they 
are  arming  auother,  and  when  ready  an  attack  will  be  made  on  Fortress 
Monroe  from  batteries  in  its  vicinity,  and  at  same  time  the  ironclad 
vessel  will  attack  the  United  States  ships  and  vessels  lying  near,  which 
he  says  must  be  all  destroyed;  that  the  guns  in  position  near  the 
fortress  will  be  such  as  will  command  it.  and  that  the  United  States 
troops  in  it  will  all  be  destroyed  or  must  surrender;  that  this  is  part 
only  of  a  plan  to  take  the  city  of  Washington,  the  rest  is  to  place 
cannon  on  the  points  of  the  Potomac  (Virginia  side)  which,  after  Fort¬ 
ress  Monroe  is  taken,  will  isolate  Washington  and  cut  it  off  from  its 
supplies  and  an  evacuation  of  the  city  compelled. 

The  reason  why  I  place  such  confidence  in  the  statement  made  to  me 
is  that  my  informant  told  me  three  weeks  ago  almost  every  move  which 
the  rebels  have  made  since  then,  and  on  Saturday  last  he  told  me  what 
would  be  the  result  and  the  mode  of  defense  if  our  troops  made  an 
attack  on  the  Confederates  at  or  near  Manassas  Junction.  You  may 
depend  upon  it  the  information  I  send  you  is  very  important,  and,  more 
than  that,  it  is  true. 

I  send  this  through  my  friend,  William  B.  Taylor,  esq.,  postmaster, 
who  knows  me  well,  and  through  whom  you  may  communicate  with  me. 
If  I  signed  my  name  and  it  should  become  known  I  should  be  cut  off 
all  future  sources  of  similar  information. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  String  ham,  TJ.S.Navy, 
commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  drilling  of 
recruits. 

Navy  Department,  July  31, 1861. 

Sir:  It  is  important  that  tlie  officers  who  have  been  selected  from 
the  merchant  service  and  received  temporary  appointments  in  the  Navy 
should  be  thoroughly  drilled  at  the  great  guns  and  in  the  use  of  small 

ai  No  occasion  should  be  lost  to  instruct  and  familiarize  them  in  these 
exercises,  and  you  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  give  directions  on  this 
subject  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  vessels  of  your  squadron. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

7  Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Chauncey,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Susquehanna,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  Atlantic 

Blockading  Squadron. 


Navy  Department,  July  31, 1861. 

Sir:  The  orders  of  the  12th  of  June,  1861,  assigning  the  Susquehanna 
to  the  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  are  revoked,  and  you  will  proceed 
with  her  as  soon  as  her  repairs  are  completed  to  Hampton  Roads  and 
report  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham  as  a  part  of  the  Atlantic  Blockading 

Squadron^  y0„  obedient  servant, 


Captain  John  S.  Chauncey, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Susquehanna,  Philadelphia, 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  chartered 
steamers  Dawn  and  Mount  Vernon. 

Navy  Department,  July  31, 1861. 

Sir-  According  to  the  terms  of  the  charter  party  for  the  steamer 
Dawn  and  also  the  Mount  Vernon,  the  Department  has  the  election  o 
tbem  beyond  the  three  months  for  which  they  were  chartered. 
U  has ^decided  to  avail  itself  of  this  provision,  and  will  retain  them 
so  long  as  they  are  in  condition  for  service,  or  until  your  squadron  ,s 
sufficiently  increased  to  dispense  with  them. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  Welles. 

^^Comdf.  AtUmt^Btecladmg  Squadron,  Hampton  Boads,  Virginia. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer ' Stringham,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  chartered 
steamer  Monticello. 

Navy  Department,  July  31, 1861. 
Sir:  The  Department  has  rechartered  the  steamer  Monticello  for 
three  months.  She  is  to  be  put  in  an  efficient  condition  by  the  owners 
before  returning  to  her  station. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  requesting  four  additional  steamers  for  the  sup¬ 
pression  of  communication  across  Chesapeake  Bay. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  August  1,  1861. 

Sir  :  As  communication  between  the  eastern  shore  of  Virginia  and 
the  western  is  carried  on  despite  the  presence  of  blockading  vessels  at 
the  mouths  of  the  principal  rivers,  the  Mount  Vernon  at  Rappahannock 
and  Daivn  at  York  River,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  Depart¬ 
ment  furnish  me  four  fleet  steamers  like  the  Yankee ,  whose  duty  should 
be  to  cruise  up  and  down  the  Chesapeake  Bay  on  the  eastern  and  west¬ 
ern  shores.  This  I  think  would  effectually  prevent  communication. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  letter  from  the  Depart¬ 
ment  July  30,  containing  copy  of  anonymous  communication  to  Hon. 
William  H.  Seward,  New  York,  July  25;  also  letter  of  July  29, 
directing  release  of  the  British  brig  Herald,  seized  by  the  St.  Laierence 
This  vessel  having  sailed  for  Philadelphia,  I  forward  a  copy  of  your 
letter  to  Captain  Du  Pont,  who  will  carry  it  into  effect. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  II.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  IT.  S.  Navu 
commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  transmitting  correspond - 
ence  regarding  transfer  of  Confederate  vessels  to  British  subjects. 

Navy  Department,  August  1,  1861. 

1 1  herewith  enclose  copy  of  a  dispatch  received  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  from  the  U.  S.  minister  at  London,  and  also  a  copy  of  a  com¬ 
munication  addressed  to  the  minister  by  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Liverpool 
which  accompanied  it,  in  relation  to  the  American  ship  Gondar  and 
other  American  vessels  believed  to  have  been  fraudulently  transferred 
to  Pntish  subjects  and  designed  to  cover  contraband  goods. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  in  communicating  these  papers  to  this  Depart¬ 
ment,  recommends  that  orders  be  given  for  the  capture  of  any  of  the 
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vessels  named,  witli  a  view  to  test  judicially  the  question  of  ownership. 
You  will  accordingly  keep  a  vigilant  watch  for  them  and  capture  them 
if  fallen  in  with. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Ofticer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 

[Enclosure.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London ,  July  9 ,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Wilding,  the  vice-consul  at  Liverpool, 
a  letter,  a  copy  of  which  I  forward  at  once  to  the  Department.  Since 
its  date  I  have  received  a  telegram  announcing  that  the  Gondar  has 
sailed  for  Nassau,  [New  Providence],  laden  with  salt. 

Although  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  transfer  of  these  vessels  to 
nominal  English  subjects  is  fraudulent,  I  presume  that  the  only  way  to 
raise  the  question  would  be  by  capture.  If  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain  should  claim  a  restoration  of  them,  the  proof  that  they  are 
bona  fide  English  property  might  be  required  in  our  courts.  It  is  not 
by  any  means  impossible  that  they  may  be  used  to  cover  contraband 
goods. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Francis  Adams. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State ,  Washington,  1>.  C. 

[Subenclosure.] 

U.  S.  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  July  8,  1861. 

Sir:  The  ship  Gondar  (avowedly  an  English  ship,  belonging  to  Liv¬ 
erpool),  is  now  loading  here  for  Nassau,  New  Providence,  and,  as  I 
believe  that  her  cargo  is  intended  for  Charleston,  I  beg  to  acquaint  you 
with  my  suspicions  as  to  her  real  ownership. 

She  was  formerly  an  American  ship,  registered  at  Charleston  in  the 
names  of  A.  Michaels,  one-sixth  (sometimes  captain),  and  George  A. 
Trenholm,  five-sixths,  of  Charleston,  Mr.  Trenholm  being  chief  partner 
of  the  house  of  John  Fraser  &  Co.  In  February  last  her  American 
certificate  of  registry  was  delivered  up  at  this  office  to  be  canceled, 
and  the  vessel  was  reported  to  be  sold,  and  registered  as  an  English 
vessel.  Since  that  time  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool, 
a  branch  of  John  Fraser,  &  Co.,  of  Charleston,  have  continued  to  use 
and  manage  the  vessel  as  they  did  before,  and  she  is  registered  at  the 
custom  house  in  the  names  of  John  B.  Armstrong  and  Henry  Gerard, 
two  of  their  clerks,  as  joint  owners,  who  are  English  subjects.  The 
only  partner  here  is  C.  K.  Prioleau,  an  American,  a  native  of  Charleston. 

The  following  vessels  belonging  to  the  .same  house  were  sold  and 
registered  as  English,  and  are  no  doubt  owned  in  the  same  way:  The 
Eliza  Bonsall,  Alliance ,  Emily  St.  Pierre,  and  John  Fraser. 

I  have  no  doubt  whatever  that  John  Fraser  &  Co.,  of  Charleston, 
are  the  real  owners  of  all  these  vessels,  and  are  wrongfully  using  the 
British  flag. 

Yerv  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servano, 

J  H.  Wilding, 

Vice-Consul. 

His  Excellency  Chas.  F.  Adams,  Etc. 
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IT.  S.  Consulate,  Ijiverpool, 

Tower  Building,  South  Water  St.,  July  8,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  may  add  to  my  letter  of  this  date  respecting  ship  Gondar  that 
Mr.  Prioleau  is,  and  I  believe  John  Fraser  &  Co.  are,  secessionists. 
I  did  not  put  that  in  the  letter,  as  I  supposed  that  in  the  event  of  your 
concluding  to  bring  the  matter  under  the  notice  of  the  British  Govern¬ 
ment  you  would  use  my  letter,  or  a  copy. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Wilding, 

Vice-  Consul. 

His  Excellency  C.  F.  Adams,  Etc. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Pender grast,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  West  India 

Squadron,  regarding  cruise  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Roanoke  from  Hampton 

Roads  to  Charleston,  S.  C. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Eoanoke, 

Off  Charleston,  S.  C.,  August  1  [2],  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  passage 
of  this  ship  from  Hampton  Boads  to  Charleston,  S.  C. : 

We  left  Hampton  Boads  on  the  afternoon  of  July  27  at  1  p.  m. 

[July]  28. — At  9  a.  m.  exchanged  numbers  with  the  IT.  S.  sloop  of  war 
Savannah  and  spoke  her,  which  vessel  fired  a  salute  of  thirteen  guns. 
At  10  a.  m.  made  Bodie’s  Island  light  house.  At  11 : 30  sighted  the 
U.  S.  S.  Union  at  the  mouth  of  Loggerhead  Inlet,  firing  at  a  brig, 
which  was  ashore;  spoke  the  Unioyi,  and  learned  the  following  particu¬ 
lars:  The  brig  belonged  to  Boston,  Mass.;  contained  a  valuable  cargo, 
and  was  a  prize  to  the  rebels.  Her  name  was  not  learned.  The  Union 
burned  her. 

[July]  30. — Sighted  a  steamer  inshore  of  us  off  Cape  Lookout,  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  the  Union. 

August  1. — At  1 : 30  sighted  the  Vandalia  off  Cape  Bomain.  At  2 : 30 
made  our  number. 

August  2. — 11:30  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  off  Charleston,  having  had 
head  winds  all  the  way  from  Hampton  Boads,  but  at  times  moderate, 
and  the  engines  working  very  badly,  having  to  stop  frequently,  requir¬ 
ing  six  days  to  make  the  passage. 

Yery  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  Pendergrast, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 

Silas  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Green,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  James¬ 
town,  regarding  the  blockade  of  Savannah,  Ga. 

H.  S.  Sloop  op  War  Jamestown, 

Off  Savannah  [Ga.],  August  2,  1861. 

Sir:  My  letter  of  July  19,  sent  by  the  Roanoke,  informed  you  of  the 
arrival  of  this  ship  at  the  point  indicated  by  your  instructions  of  the 
18th  June.  Nothing  of  interest  occurred  up  to  the  21st  instant,  on 
which  day  a  sail  was  discovered  to  the  southward  and  westward,  and 
the  Flag  sent  in  pursuit.  It  proved  to  be  H.  M.  steam  sloop  Racer , 
Captain  Lyons,  of  10  guns  (two  of  them  of  the  Armstrong  pattern), 
from  Havana,  bound  along  the  coast  to  Cape  Fear.  She  hove  to  when 
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unuer  our  stern,  and  the  commander  came  on  board.  He  is  a  man  of 
about  32  or  33  years  of  age,  and  of  good  manners.  I  gathered  from 
his  conversation  that  it  was  the  intention  to  keep  four  vessels  cruising 
along  the  blockaded  coast  to  look  after  English  interests,  and  that  a 
number  of  gunboats  were  to  be  sent  to  the  Great  Lakes.  He  politely 
offered  to  take  any  communications  we  might  wish  to  send  North,  but 
did  not  seem  to  be  aware  that  Hampton  Roads  was  north  of  Cape  Fear. 
I  took  the  liberty  of  enclosing  a  few  private  letters  to  your  address, 
which  1  sent  on  board  the  Racer ,  supposing  she  was  bound  to  Hampton 
Roads.  She  will  touch  at  Charleston  and  communicate  with  Captain 
Mercer.  The  midshipman  who  came  in  the  boat  with  Captain  Lyons 
said  there  was  a  report  in  Havana  that  a  Southern  privateer  had  cap¬ 
tured  and  sunk  a  number  of  American  vessels  near  that  place.  Cap¬ 
tain  Lyons  informed  me  that  he  saw  several  vessels  of  war  at  Key 
West,  but  I  think  that  he  did  not  anchor  there.  He  ran  close  in  along 
the  coast  at  St.  Augustine,  but  saw  no  vessels. 

The  weather  has  been  very  favorable  for  keeping  the  blockade.  It  is 
believed  that  no  vessels  have  entered  or  departed  since  the  arrival  of 
this  ship.  The  Flag  has  been  very  active,  and  I  think  it  would  not  be 
possible  to  maintain  a  strict  blockade  without  steam. 

The  officers  and  men  are  in  excellent  health.  The  St.  Laivrence  has 
just  arrived.  In  obedience  to  your  order  received  by  her,  I  shall  pro¬ 
ceed  immediately  off  Fernandina  and  blockade  that  port. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Green, 

Commander . 

Flag-Officer  Silas  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 

p.  s._We  have  on  board  at  this  date  fifty  days7  wood  and  water. 


Report  of  Commander  Prentiss ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Alba¬ 
tross,  of  arrival  at  Philadelphia  navy  yard  with  prize  schooners  Enchan¬ 
tress  and  Elizabeth  Aim. 

U.  S.  S.  Albatross, 

Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia ,  August  2 ,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  port  for  repairs, 
having  in  charge  the  recaptured  schooner  Enchantress ,  of  Newbury- 
port,  and  the  schooner  Elizabeth  Ann,  of  Accomac,  Va.,  which  I  cap¬ 
tured  on  my  passage  here  off’  the  coast  of  \  irginia. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  A.  Prentiss, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  J>.  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  certain  vessels  of  his  command. 

IT.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  August  2,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  letters  from  the 
Department  of  date  July  31,  apprising  me  of  the  retention  in  service  ot 
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the  steamers  Dawn  and  Mount  Vernon.  I  can  only*  use  them  where 
they  are  now  stationed,  as  I  do  not  consider  them  fit  for  outside  cruising. 

The  Monticello ,  when  put  in  an  efficient  condition,  1  shall  be  glad  to 
have,  and  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  further  to  state  that  the  accounts  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Yankee ,  as  received  from  Paymaster  Watmough,  Philadelphia  navy 
yard,  were  forwarded  to  the  Department  under  date  of  July  12,  in  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Department  of  the  9th. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Stellwagen ,  U.  S.  Navy , 
to  proceed  to  the  duty  of  obstructing  certain  Southern  ports  by  sinking 
vessels  loaded  with  stone. 


Confidential.]  Navy  Department,  August  5,  1861. 

Sir:  You  have  been  selected  for  the  very  important  duty  of  closing 
certain  Southern  ports  by  sinking  vessels  loaded  with  stone.  Having 
conferred  with  the  board  who  have  had  this  matter  under  investiga¬ 
tion,  you  will  proceed  to  Baltimore  and  deliver  the  accompanying  letter 
to  F.  S.  Corkran,  naval  officer  of  the  port  of  Baltimore,  who  will  make 
such  purchases  and  charters  as  you  may  require.  You  will  also  visit 
Commodore  Stringham  at  Hampton  Roads,  who  will  be  directed  to 
assist  you  in  your  work.  Communicate  with  the  Department  in  person 
before  sailing,  and  give  all  practicable  dispatch  to  this  duty.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  R.  B.  Lowry  has  been  directed  to  report  to  you,  and  you  have 
authority  to  hire  pilots,  if  required. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 


Commander  H.  S.  Stellwagen, 

U.  S.  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  Stringham ,  U.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  the  obstruction 
of  certain  Southern  ports  by  sinking  vessels  loaded  with  stone. 

Confidential.]  Navy  Department,  August  3, 1861. 

Sir  :  Commander  H.  S.  Stellwagen  has  been  detailed  to  procure  the 
necessary  vessels  for  the  stoppage  of  the  ports  of  North  Carolina.  He 
has  been  directed  to  proceed  to  Hampton  Roads  and  communicate  with 
you  before  sailing,  and  you  are  hereby  directed  to  afford  this  expedition 
all  possible  aid. 

The  Louisiana ,  at  Philadelphia,  of  8  feet  draft,  a  purchased  gunboat, 
has  been  directed  to  report  to  you  and  might  be  one  of  the  vessels 
detailed  to  accompany  the  expedition. 

This  work  is  considered  of  the  utmost  importance,  and  has  been 
proposed  under  the  suggeston  of  a  very  skillful  board,  and  it  is  confi¬ 
dently  believed  that  you  will  take  care  that  its  final  success  shall  be 
assured  by  the  presence  of  your  flag  or  that  of  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast. 
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The  Coast  Survey  steamer  Vixen  has  been  ordered  to  Hampton  Roads, 
and  Lieutenant  Lowry,  who  is  joined  with  Commander  Stellwagen,  has 
verbal  orders  to  go  on  board  and  make  reconnoissance  down  the  coast. 

The  following  is  given  for  your  information: 

Lieutenant  Nicholson,  executive  officer  of  the  Pocahontas,  reported  at  the  Depart¬ 
ment  this  morning  that  two  fugitive  negroes  had  been  taken  yesterday  from  a  boat 
in  a  sinking  condition  by  that  vessel. 

They  represented  themselves  to  be  of  a  quota  furnished  by  a  Mr.  Lewis,  a  wealthy 
farmer  in  Virginia,  in  obedience  to  an  order  from  the  governor  of  that  State,  to  a 
draft  of  500  slaves  about  being  sent  from  Fredericksburg,  in  the  steamer  St.  Nicholas, 
for  the  purpose  of  throwing  up  fortifications  on  Mosquito  Point,  a  little  within  the 
mouth  of  the  Rappahannock  River,  on  the  left  bank. 

Yery  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Murray ,  U.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Louisiana,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  August  3, 1861. 
Sir  :  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  S.  Louisiana ,  under  your  command,  is  in  all 
respects  ready,  you  will  proceed  with  her  to  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia, 
and  report  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham  as  a  part  of  the  Atlantic  Block¬ 
ading  Squadron. 

Trausmit  to  the  Department  before  sailing  a  muster  roll  of  the  crew 
of  the  Louisiana  and  a  separate  list  of  her  officers. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Lieutenant  Alexander  Murray, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Louisiana. 


Report  of  Flag- Officer  Stringham,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic 

Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  the  U.  S.  S.  Iroquois  and  the  Schooner 

Enchantress. 

IT.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  August  3,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  Iroquois 
has  arrived,  and  as  soon  as  she  fills  up  with  coal  will  proceed  to  sea, 
taking  the  place  of  the  Union  off  Savannah. 

The  Enchantress  sailed  for  Philadelphia  three  days  ago. 

I  have  forwarded  to  Captain  Du  Pont  a  copy  of  your  letter  of  Au¬ 
gust  2,  ordering  her  to  Boston.  I  have  sent  by  the  steamer  Peabody  a 
box  addressed  to  you,  containing  the  lock  of  the  infernal  machine  lately 
picked  up  on  the  Horseshoe. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Pender grast ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  West  India 
Squadron,  regarding  movements  of  vessels. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Roanoke, 

Off  Charleston,  S.  C.,  August  3,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  U.  S.  steam  frigate 
Wabash  sailed  from  here  last  evening  for  Hampton  Roads. 

Also  that  the  IJ.  S.  S.  Seminole,  Commander  Thomson,  arrived  here 
this  morning,  and,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  ran  afoul  of  the  Wabash  and 
carried  away  her  bowsprit. 

While  debating  whether  to  send  her  to  Savannah  or  first  have  her 
repaired,  the  U.  S.  S.  Flag,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Sartori,  arrived 
with  the  prisoners  of  the  captured  privateer*  on  board,  and  will  imme¬ 
diately  sail  for  Philadelphia. 

I  shall  retain  the  Seminole  here  and  the  Vandalia  at  her  station  off 
Bull’s  Bay. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  Pendergrast, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  transmitting  copy  of  sailing  letter  issued  to  the 
brig  Ben  Dunning,  at  Cienfuegos,  Cuba. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  August  5,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  confidential 
letter  dated  August  3, 1861,  and  shall  do  my  best  to  comply  with  the 
desires  of  the  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copy  of  report!  of  U.  S.  S.  Union;  also 
copy  of  sea  letter  of  Ohas.  D.  Fowler,  U.  S.  consular  agent  [at]  Cien¬ 
fuegos,  Cuba,  for  brig  Ben  Dunning. 

The  Union  came  yesterday  for  coal  and  will  return  to  her  station 
immediately. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

To  all  to  tvhom  these  presents  shall  come  or  may  concern,  greeting : 

Know  ye,  that  whereas  the  brig  [Ben]  Dunning,  of  Portland,  sailed 
from  the  port  of  Cienfuegos  on  the  3d  day  of  July,  1861,  with  her  ship 
papers;  and  whereas  the  brig  Ben  Dunning  was  captured!  on  said  day 
by  the  pirate  steamer  Sumter  and  brought  into  this  port,  robbed  of  her 
papers  and  flag  by  an  officer  of  said  pirate  steamer  Sumter:  Now, 
therefore,  in  consideration  of  the  foregoing  premises,  this  sailing  letter 
is  granted  to  said  brig  Ben  Dunning  to  proceed  hence  to  the  port  of 


*The  C.  S.  privateer  Petrel .  See  Yol.  I,  p.  51 


t  See  p.  41. 


t  See  Vol.  1. 


ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


53 


New  York,  and  there  procure  a  register  in  accordance  with  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  of  America.  This  sailing  letter  to  be  used  for  the 
purpose  above  described  only,  and  to  be  delivered  to  the  collector  of 
customs  of  the  said  port  of  New  York. 

Given  under  my  signature  and  seal  of  office  at  Cienfuegos  this  18th 
day  of  July,  A.  D.  1861. 

Chas.  D.  Fowler, 

TJ.  8.  Consular  Agent. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
regarding  the  ‘policy  of  the  Government  relative  to  the  interdiction  of 
commerce  with  the  insurgent  States. 

Navy  Department,  August  5, 1861. 
Sir:  I  am  embarrassed  as  to  the  instructions  I  am  to  give  our 
naval  officers  in  relation  to  the  interdiction  of  commerce  with  the  ports 
in  the  insurgent  States.  If  the  interdiction  is  to  be  by  blockade,  then 
the  rules  and  principles  of  international  law  must  govern;  the  Confed¬ 
erate  States  must  be  considered  and  treated  as  a  distinct  nationality, 
their  collectors,  revenue' officers,  clearances,  registers,  etc.,  are  to  be 
recognized  as  legitimate ;  but  if  the  interdiction  is  to  be  by  the  closing 
of  the  ports,  which  is  a  legal  municipal  enactment  of  our  own  Govern¬ 
ment,  asserting  and  carrying  into  effect  its  own  authority  within  our 
own  jurisdiction,  then  the  collectors  of  the  Confederate  States  are  to  be 
considered  as  nullities,  their  registers  and  clearances  of  no  account,  and 
those  who  disregard  our  authority  and  laws  do  so  at  their  peril.  In 
either  case,  whether  by  blockade  or  by  closing  the  ports,  an  armed  force 
must  be  maintained  along  our  whole  coast  and  before  the  principal 
ports;  but  the  instructions  to  our  principal  naval  officers  must  be  made 
to  conform  to  our  position  and  the  facts.  Our  opponents  are  to  be 
recognized  and  treated  in  the  one  case  as  a  distinct  community,  having- 
distinct  rights,  authority,  and  officers  as  an  independent  nation,  or  they 
are  to  be  considered  as  a  part  of  our  own  country  and  countrymen  who 
are  usurping  authority  and  violating  the  laws  and  Constitution.  It  is 
obvious  that  we  take  this  view  of  the  insurgents  in  the  whole  character 
of  our  policy,  both  legislative  and  executive,  in  regard  to  them.  Why, 
then,  should  we  make  an  exception  in  the  matter  of  blockades?  If  the 
insurgents  have  a  right  to  demand  that  we  shall  close  the  ports  only  by 
blockade,  which  must  of  necessity  be  in  pursuance  of  international  law, 
then  undoubtedly  they,  as  against  us,  have  the  rights  of  a  belligerent 
government.  If  neutral  jiowers  have  a  right  to  demand  that  we  close 
the  ports  south  of  the  Chesapeake  only  by  such  a  blockade,  then  mani¬ 
festly  they  have  an  equal  right  to  claim  entrance  into  those  ports  under 
the  authority  of  the  Confederate  States.  To  admit  this  is  to  admit 
disunion  and  revoke  our  whole  policy. 

There  is  difference  among  legal  gentlemen  as  to  the  validity  of  a 
blockade  of  our  own  ports,  which  if  ultimately  decided  against  the 
United  States  will  involve  the  Government  in  immense  amounts  for 
the  seizure  and  detention  of  vessels,  breaking  up  voyages,  etc.,  whereas 
under  the  law  closing  the  ports  this  whole  difficulty  is  avoided. 
Every  capture  that  is  made  under  blockade  will  be  resisted  in  the  courts 
and  made  a  claim  on  the  Government;  it  will  constitute  an  additional 
bond  ot  sympathy  between  the  insurgents  and  other  nations,  creating 
a  common  union  between  them  and  common  enmity  toward  us;  for  the 
very  principles  of  blockade  are  war  against  the  commerce  of  the  world 
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which  attempts  to  traffic  with  the  region  blockaded.  But  if  the  ports 
are  closed  by  a  local  municipal  act,  those  who  would  violate  it  know 
aud  submit  to  the  penalty,  like  any  class  of  smugglers.  Should  we 
close  our  ports,  as  the  law  anticipates,  the  navy  which  we  have  and  for 
which  weave  providing  will  be  sufficient  to  guard  our  coast  and  enforce 
the  laws,  but  should  we  omit  to  close  our  ports  and  attempt  to  interdict 
commerce  by  blockade,  I  apprehend  our  entire  force  is  insufficient  for 
the  purpose.  Our  right  as  a  nation  to  close  our  own  ports  will  not,  I 
take  it  for  granted,  be  or  be  permitted  to  be  questioned.  They  are 
within  our  own  jurisdiction  and  control,  and  the  right  can  not  be  sur¬ 
rendered  to  foreign  dictation  without  a  surrender  of  our  nationality.  I 
am  aware  that  Lord  John  Bussell  has  recently  asserted  a  contrary 
opinion,  evidently  intended  as  an  admonition  to  us,  in  which  he  under¬ 
takes  to  maintain  that  the  power  and  authority  of  a  Government  over 
its  own  ports  is  less  in  a  period  of  insurrection  or  civil  commotion  than 
in  peaceful  times.  In  other  words,  Great  Britain  declares  that  when  a 
country  needs  to  exercise  its  authority  most,  it  shall  be  dispossessed  of 
that  authority  by  foreign  interference;  that  when  the  integrity  of  a 
country  is  threatened  by  insurgents,  foreign  governments  will  inter¬ 
pose  and  assert  dismemberment  to  be  a  foregone  conclusion;  that 
national  law  is  imperative  when  its  enforcement  is  essential  to  national 
existence;  that  we  must  rely  on  the  law  of  nations,  as  expounded  by 
British  admirals,  instead  of  our  own  laws  and  our  own  officers,  for  gov¬ 
erning  our  own  country  and  regulating  its  domestic  affairs. 

I  do  not  admit  the  morality  nor  the  legality  of  the  theory  of  the 
British  minister,  nor  do  I  believe  the  British  Government  would  tol¬ 
erate  such  dictation  or  interference  with  her  domestic  affairs  by  others, 
^ere  there  no  fear  of  Great  Britain,  no  threat  or  apprehension  from 
foreign  powers,  should  we  hesitate  for  one  moment  on  this  question  of 
closing  our  own  ports?  If  not,  shall  we  in  our  misfortune  submit  to 
the  arrogance  and  dictation  of  foreign  governments  in  relation  to  our 
domestic  affairs?  To  effectually  blockade  our  extensive  coast  so  that 
there  shall  be  no  ingress  or  egress  by  the  insurgents  or  by  foreigners,  is 
next  to  an  impossibility.  We  may,  after  proclaiming  our  ports  closed, 
so  guard  them  as  to  cut  off  pretty  effectually  their  commerce,  and  for¬ 
eign  nations,  notwithstanding  the  assumptions  of  Lord  John  Bussell, 
will  be  indisposed  to  transgress  our  domestic  municipal  law,  made  in 
vindication  of  our  nationality.  Should  they  violate  that  law,  it  will  be 
at  their  peril;  they  will  be  the  transgressors,  and  that  under  circum¬ 
stances  they  can  not  justify,  and  on  them  will  be  the  responsibility. 
In  closing  the  ports  our  line  of  policy  is  clear,  distinct,  honorable,  aud 
legally  and  morally  impregnable.  If  British  subjects  disregard  our 
laws,  they  must  abide  the  consequences;  if  the  British  Government 
attempts  to  uphold  the  transgressors  and  make  their  cause  her  own, 
she  will  stand  before  the  world  in  an  attitude  she  can  not  defend.  Will 
not  the  attempt  to  blockade  our  own  ports  by  our  own  Government 
and  the  application  of  international  law  to  a  local  municipal  ques¬ 
tion,  prove  a  weak  and  untenable  position  before  the  judicial  tribunals? 
Should  our  courts  ultimately  decide,  and  I  fear  they  will,  that  prizes 
under  blockade  are  not  legal,  the  Treasury  will  be  exhausted  under  the 
demand  that  will  be  made  upon  it.  This  will  be  but  one  of  the  evils. 
We  shall  by  blockade  invite  a  common  union  on  the  part  of  the  whole 
world,  certainly  the  whole  commercial  world,  with  the  insurgents  and 
of  common  enmity  toward  ourselves.  Irritating  disputes  aud  contro¬ 
versies  will  follow  every  capture;  effectiveness  of  blockade  will  be  dis¬ 
puted  by  foreign  officers  when  they  find  it  convenient  or  necessary;  its 


ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.  55 

violations  and  restrictions  will  be  prolific  of  diplomatic  conflicts,  end¬ 
ing  finally  in  war. 

Great  Britain  wants  our  cotton,  and  under  a  blockade  can  concentrate 
her  navy  at  a  given  point  on  the  coast  or  in  the  Gulf  to  obtain  it.  Our 
Navy  must  be  extended  along  our  whole  coast  of  nearly  3,000  miles, 
with  necessarily  but  few  ships  at  any  given  point.  She  will  by  her 
admirals  declare  the  blockade  broken  or  ineffective  whenever  it  is  the 
pleasure  of  these  commanders  to  say  so,  or,  in  plain  words,  whenever 
cotton  is  wanted  and  there  is  a  port  where  it  is  accumulated.  She  will 
have  a  force  sufficient,  and  the  aid  of  the  insurgents  to  enforce  the  edicts 
of  her  admirals  in  their  expositions  of  the  effectiveness  of  the  blockade 
when  it  is  for  her  interest.  But,  if  our  ports  are  closed,  these  disputes 
and  strifes  will  be  closed  with  them.  Great  Britain  may  make  war  to 
get  cotton ;  may  deny  our  nationality  or  our  right  to  make  uniform  and 
necessary  laws  and  enforce  them  in  our  own  territory,  but  she  will  hesi¬ 
tate  long  before  she  makes  this  aggression,  provided  we  respect  our¬ 
selves  and  maintain  our  own  rights.  I  hope  we  shall  not,  by  a  spirit  of 
compromise  and  evasion,  such  as  has  brought  the  present  disasters  upon 
the  country,  yield  up  national  honor,  national  integrity,  and  national 
independence  under  foreign  dictation,  but  close  our  ports  pursuant  to 
the  act  of  Congress.  The  recent  enactment  was  prompted,  I  have  no 
doubt,  by  the  considerations  here  presented,  and  makes  clear  our  path¬ 
way.  At  the  commencement  of  our  difficulties  there  were  embarrass¬ 
ments  as  to  our  procedure  from  the  absence  of  statutory  regulations  as 
to  the  course  which  should  be  pursued  to  meet  and  quell  the  great  con¬ 
spiracy  that  had  been  matured  against  the  Government. 

On  the  impulse  of  the  occasion,  proceedings  in  the  nature  of  a  block¬ 
ade  were  instituted.  But  the  obscurity  and  doubt  which  then  existed 
no  longer  remain.  Congress,  as  soon  as  convened,  furnished  a  remedy 
in  the  law  authorizing  the  President  to  close  the  ports  where  duties 
can  not  be  collected  nor  the  revenue  officers  sustained.  The  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  people  promptly  met  the  exigency,  and  by  legal  enact¬ 
ment  have  clearly,  distinctly,  and  emphatically  marked  out  a  plain  and 
direct  course  of  procedure.  It  is  one  strictly  national  and  rightful, 
attended  with  no  doubts  or  difficulties  except  from  foreign  interference, 
which  should  not  be  permitted  to  control  our  internal  domestic  affairs 
for  a  moment.  Until  the  assembling  of  Congress  we  did  the  best  that 
circumstances  and  the  then  existing  laws  would  allow,  and  in  interdict¬ 
ing  commerce  with  the  insurgents,  we,  as  a  matter  of  comity  but  not  of 
right,  gave  foreigners  fifteen  days  to  leave  the  ports,  and  warned  off 
such  as  approached  the  harbors  in  revolt  by  armed  sentinels  peforming 
coast  guard,  or,  as  we  have  unfortunately  termed  it,  blockade  duty. 
We  have  no  revenue  officers  at  the  insurgent  poUs,  but  there  is  a  class 
of  persons  there,  acting  under  the  pretended  authority  of  what  they  call 
the  Confederate  States,  who  assume  to  perform  revenue  functions. 
Shall  we  recognize  them  or  shall  we  not?  Are  their  acts  legal  or  are 
they  destitute  of  all  legality?  The  doctrine  of  blockade  presupposes 
and  admits  a  distinct  nationality  to  the  party  blockaded;  and  if  so,  the 
officers  and  their  acts  are  legal.  Whenever  a  vessel  runs  the  blockade, 
her  clearance  from  authorities  blockaded  is  legal,  for  the  reason  that 
they  are  a  different  nationality *or  they  could  not  be  blockaded ;  but  a 
vessel  with  clearances  from  usurpers  in  a  port  closed  by  national  author¬ 
ity  is  to  be  seized  anywhere  for  violating  revenue  laws,  and  is  subject 
to  fine  or  confiscation. 

Am  I  to  instruct  our  naval  commanders  to  seize  vessels  having  what 
is  called  Confederate  clearances  whenever  they  meet  them,  or  am  I  to 
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tell  them  not  to  molest  such  vessels  with  such  clearances  if  there 
is  not  an  effective  blockade?  Are  they  to  understand  that  the  Confed¬ 
erate  States  are  a  distinct  community  whom  we  are  blockading,  and 
that,  consequently,  they  are  to  be  treated  as  a  belligerent,  having  dis¬ 
tinct  belligerent  rights,  whose  clearances  are  to  be  respected?  If  we 
blockade  these  ports,  do  we  not,  by  that  act,  admit  the  nationality  of 
the  Confederate  States  and  a  division  of  the  Union?  But  if  we  close 
the  ports  aud  guard  them,  do  we  not,  by  those  acts,  assert  our  nation¬ 
ality  and  maintain  the  integrity  of  the  country?  It  appears  to  me  the 
distinction  is  broad  and  marked,  and  Congress,  by  the  law  recently 
passed,  has  indicated  the  only  course  we  can  pursue.  The  subject  is 
divested  of  all  the  embarrassments  which  attended  it  in  our  early  pro¬ 
ceedings  and  before  Congress  convened.  We  had  not  then  the  authority 
conferred  by  the  late  enactment.  When  you  invited  me,  on  Saturday, 
to  place  my  views  more  fully  on  paper,  I  did  not  intend  to  have 
extended  my  remarks  to  this  length,  but  the  question  is  one  of  great 
magnitude,  and  fraught,  as  I  verily  believe,  with  important  conse¬ 
quences  to  our  country  now  and  in  the  future.  Perhaps  I  attach  too 
much  importance  to  it  from  the  fact  that  it  has  occupied  much  of  my 
time  and  attention.  To  me  it  appears  that  the  course  pursued  on  this 
subject  will  have  an  overwhelming  influence  in  the  disposal  of  the  con¬ 
troversy  that  now  convulses  the  country.  On  the  policy  which  the 
Administration  shall  adopt,  this  Department  must  be  governed.  If  it 
is  directed  that  the  policy  shall  be  by  blockade,  the  instructions  to  our 
commanders  must  be  very  different  than  if  the  policy  is  to  be  by  clos¬ 
ing  the  ports.  The  former  is  international ;  the  latter  is  municipal.  In 
closing  the  ports  our  national  integrity  and  independence  are  asserted 
and  maintained,  and  foreign  interference  and  dictation  rejected;  while 
by  blockade  our  position  is,  to  say  the  least,  very  materially  and  very 
differently  affected,  and  the  insurgents  will  be  elevated  to  the  dignity 
of  nationality. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

The  President  of  the  United  States. 


Destruction  of  the  baric  Alvarado ,  off  Fernandina,  Fla.,  by  the  TJ.  8.  ship 

Jamestoivn ,  August  5,  1861. 

Report  of  Commander  Green,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Jamestown. 

U.  S.  Sloop  of  War  Jamestown, 

Off  Fernandina,  August  6,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  the  destruction  by  fire  of  the  American  bark 
Alvarado  by  the  boats  of  this  ship  on  the  afternoon  of  the  5th  instant. 

The  bark  was  chased  asbore  by  this  ship  and  abandoned  by  her  crew 
near  the  entrance  of  the  St.  Mary’s  River. 

The  boats  were  sent  under  command  of  Lieutenants  Plusser  and 
Phythian,  with  the  marine  officer,  Mr.  Houston,  Assistant  Surgeon 
Cleborne,  Midshipman  Tyson,  Acting  Master  Chisholm,  and  Boatswain 
Long. 

The  orders  were  to  get  her  afloat,  if  possible;  if  not,  to  burn  her 
The  latter  alternative  was  forced  upon  them,  as,  while  advancing- 
toward  the  bark,  a  number  of  pieces  of  artillery  (three  or  four)  opened 
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a  cross  fire  upon  tliem,  against  which  they  steadily  advanced,  opposed 
also  by  wind  and  tide,  for  about  half  a  mile,  when  the  bark  was  reached 
and  the  United  States  ensign  hoisted,  without  the  loss  of  a  man, 
although  the  enemy’s  guns  were  within  less  than  a  mile,  and  two  of 
them  supposed  to  be  rifled. 

The  vessel  proved  to  be  the  bark  Alvarado ,  of  Boston,  G.  C.  Whiting, 
master,  bound  from  Cape  Town  to  Boston,  with  a  cargo  of  sheepskins, 
goatskins,  and  buckskins,  hides,  and  about  70  tons  of  iron;  also  wool. 

She  was  a  prize  to  the  privateer  Jefferson  Davis,  captured  on  the  20th 
of  July,  in  latitude  25°  04'  1ST.,  longitude  50°  W. 

Nothing  was  saved  except  the  captain’s  instruments  and  some  letters, 
papers,  journals,  etc. 

I  will  send  a  more  detailed  account  on  the  first  opportunity. 

The  want  of  a  pilot  was  very  sensibly  felt. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Green, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  Silas  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


454  bales  of  wool. 

58  bales  of  goatskins. 
290  bales  of  sheepskins. 


Cargo  of  baric  Alvarado. 

20  bales  of  buckskins. 
231  hides. 

70  tons  of  iron. 


The  above  list  was  copied  from  her  log  book. 

Charles  Green, 

Commander. 


Additional  report  of  Commander  Green,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Jamestown. 

U.  S.  Sloop  of  War  Jamestown, 

Off  Fernandina,  August  7,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  the  13th  ultimo,  I  left  the 
blockade  of  Savannah  on  the  3d  and  on  Monday  morning,  the  5th,  we 
were  off  this  place.  As  we  were  running  in  for  the  light  a  strange  sail 
was  discovered  inshore  of  us,  standing  along  the  land  with  a  fair  wind 
toward  the  entrance  of  the  port.  This  ship  was  closehauled  on  the 
port  tack,  with  all  plain  sail  set,  the  wind  light.  As.  the  vessels  con¬ 
verged,  the  stranger  being  close  to  the  entrance  of  the  channel  and 
this  ship  about  4  miles  to  the  eastward,  and  a  very  little  to  leeward,  he 
suddenly  ran  his  vessel  upon  the  southeast  side  of  the  shoal  making 
out  from  the  light  house  point,  lowered  his  boat,  which  was  already 
hanging  over  the  side,  and  abandoned  her  with  all  hands.  Immedi¬ 
ately  after  she  struck,  people  began  to  collect  near  by  on  the  beach,  to 
the  number  of  perhaps  200,  and  soon  after  we  saw  them  dragging  down 
several  pieces  of  artillery.  At  this  time  it  became  necessary  for  this 
ship  to  tack  in  order  to  get  to  the  southward  of  the  shoal.  After  get¬ 
ting  to  windward  it  was  very  doubtful  if  we  could  get  the  stranded 
vessel  within  range  of  our  guns,  as  the  soundings  are  not  laid  down 
inside  of  7  fathoms,  and  having  no  pilot  on  board  I  did  not  feel  justified 
in  running  the  ship  much  inside  of  that  depth,  knowing  that  the  water 
in  some  places  in  this  vicinity  shoals  very  suddenly.  It  was  finally 
determined  to  take  a  position  as  near  as  tlie  safety  oi  the  ship  would 
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admit,  come  to  anclior,  and  send  the  boats  to  get  her  off  or  destroy 
her.  Had  time  allowed  I  could  have  sent  a  boat  to  take  soundings,  but 
the  tide  was  flood,  the  weather  squally,  with  showers  of  rain,  and  the 
chances  were  that  if  she  were  allowed  to  remain  in  her  present  position 
for  the  night  she  would  be  lightened  of  part  of  her  cargo  and  floated 
around  into  the  harbor  by  the  people  on  shore,  she  being  only  about 
five-eighths  of  a  mile  from  thence,  and  nearly  3  miles  from  this  ship. 
We  accordingly  came  to  anchor  and  the  boats  were  got  out  and  placed 
under  the  command  of  Second  Lieutenant  JFlusser  in  the  launch,  armed 
with  the  light  12-pounder  howitzer.  The  other  officers  in  the  launch 
were  Lieutenant  Houston,  of  marines,  Assistant  Surgeon  Cleborne,  and 
Boatswain  Long.  The  crew  consisted  of  17  men,  armed  with  Sharps 
rifles,  muskets,  and  revolvers;  also  8  marines.  The  third  lieutenant, 
Mr.  Phythian,  went  in  charge  of  the  first  cutter,  with  Acting  Master 
Chisholm,  16  men,  and  5  marines,  armed  in  the  same  manner.  The 
fourth  cutter  was  placed  in  charge  of  Midshipman  Tyson,  with  a  crew 
of  1 2  men,  armed  with  muskets  and  revolvers.  The  party  was  furnished 
with  means  for  setting  her  on  fire.  Mr.  Flusser’s  orders  were  to  go  in 
and  reconnoiter  the  vessel,  and  if  abandoned,  or  if  but  a  small  force 
was  on  board,  to  board  her  and  if  possible  get  her  off,  but  otherwise  to 
burn  her,  and  not  to  run  the  risk  of  being  overpowered  by  enemies 
fiom  shore.  The  boats  left  the  ship  about  3  p.  m.;  the  tide  was  strong 
flood  (and  the  bark  had  already  begun  to  move  in  her  bed)  and  swept 
him  up  to  the  northward.  YY  hen  within  half  a  mile  of  the  wreck,  the 
artillery,  which  had  been  placed  so  as  to  direct  a  cross  fire,  opened  upon 
them,  against  which  they  steadily  advanced  for  half  an  hour  or  more, 
opposed  also  by  wind  and  tide,  when  they  leaped  aboard  the  prize  and 
ran  up  the  American  ensign.  At  this  time  the  firing  ceased  from  the 
shore,  the  ammunition  having  apparently  given  out,  and  was  not 
renewed  until  the  boats  left,  when  one  or  two  shots  were  fired.  The 
filing  was  thought  to  have  been  from  rifled  pieces  and  was  good  in  range 
and  line,  but  by  skillful  management  and  the  mercy  of  Providence 
neither  boats  nor  crews  were  injured.  The  boarding  party  had  scarcely 
leached  the  bark  before  the  smoke  of  a  steamer  was  seen,  and  soon  the 
steamer  appeared  coming  out  with  the  evident  intention  of  cutting  off 
the  boats.  I  therefore  made  signal  of  recall,  lifted  our  anchor,  and  ran 


Charles  Green, 


Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Hoads,  Virginia. 


ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.  59 

Report  of  Captain  Yuell,  C.  S.  Army. 

Fernandina,  Fla.,  August  [0],  1861. 

Sir  :  On  yesterday  morning  tlie  town  was  thrown  into  commotion  by 
the  report  that  two  vessels  were  on  the  coast,  one  of  which  was  fleeing 
to  secure  an  entrance  over  our  bar,  the  other  in  pursuit  to  effect  a  cap¬ 
ture.  The  whole  of  our  people  armed  and  proceeded  to  the  beach, 
about  2  miles  from  town.  A  company  from  the  post  at  Fort  Clinch, 
with  a  6  pounder,  was  also  dispatched  to  the  beach,  which,  in  addition 
to  another  6  pounder  from  town,  made  the  whole  of  our  defensive  and 
offensive  armament.  When  I  arrived  in  view  of  the  vessels,  I  found  a 
bark  stranded  at  1A  miles  from  shore,  with  her  sails  set  and  abandoned 
by  her  crew,  who  had  just  landed,  and  in  the  offing  was  a  large  United 
States  man-of-war,  which  I  have  since  learned  was  the  Vincennes  [  James - 
town\.  The  bark  was  one  of  the  prizes  of  the  Jeff.  Davis ,  privateer,  seek¬ 
ing  a  harbor,  and  which  she  very  nearly  effected.  After  much  maneu¬ 
vering  the  man-of-war  anchored,  sent  out  her  boats,  which,  finding 
it  in  vain  to  try  to  save  the  vessel,  set  fire  to  her,  and  she  is  burned  to 
the  water’s  edge.  Our  6  pounders  were  unavailing,  and  I  take  occasion 
to  say  that  we  have  not  a  military  company  at  this  post  capable 
of  service  as  artillerists.  Few  of  our  volunteers  have  ever  seen  any¬ 
thing  larger  than  a  musket  before  coming  to  this  station.  The  enemy 
can  at  any  moment  land  here  and  take  possession  without  much  hin¬ 
drance  from  our  defensive  works.  We  are  entirely  at  his  mercy. 
After  setting  fire  to  the  vessel  the  man-of  war  left  our  shores  and  has 
not  since  been  seen  till  late  to-day.  I  learn  she  was  seen  this  after¬ 
noon  again  in  the  offing.  The  name  of  the  prize  vessel  is  the  Alva¬ 
rado,  owned  in  Boston,  commanded  by  Gf.  C.  Whiting.  She  left  Cape 
Town,  Table  Bay,  in  Africa,  on  June  3.  Her  cargo  was  wool,  sheep 
and  goat  skins,  old  copper  and  iron,  and  some  crude  medicines,  and 
was  valued  at  $70,000.  She  was  taken  by  the  Jeff.  Davis  on  July  23, 
in  latitude  25°  30'  and  longitude  61°.  Cargo  owned  by  Isaac  Taylor,  of 
Boston,  Mass.  Captain  Whiting  and  wife,  with  a  negro  steward,  were 
on  board  of  the  prize  sent  home  by  Captain  Coxetter,  of  the  Jeff. 
Davis.  Whiting  and  his  wife  have  been  landed  on  our  shores  with 
no  other  apparel  than  that  they  had  on.  I  had  them  sent  to  a  board¬ 
ing  house,  and  shall  communicate  with  the  C.  S.  marshal,  and  put 
them  under  his  charge.  The  ladies  with  great  philanthropy  have 
raised  enough  money  to  clothe  their  enemies.  They  will,  therefore,  be 
provided  for.  The  prize  crew  are  all  safe,  and  were  glad  to  escape  in 
a  boat  from  the  stranded  bark. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Yuell, 

Captain  and  Acting  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  War, 

Richmond,  Va. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  forte ar ding  infor¬ 
mation  regarding  shipment  of  shoes  from  England. 


Navy  Department,  August  5, 1861. 
Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  an  authentic 
source  that  has  been  submitted  to  the  Department  in  reference  to  a 
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contemplated  shipment  of  army  shoes  from  England  for  the  insurrec¬ 
tionary  States.  Your  earnest  attention  is  requested  in  this  matter. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


[Enclosure.  — Extract.] 

Court-House,  Boston,  August  1, 1861.  • 

My  Dear  Sir  :  If  is  currently  reported  here  this  morning  that  the 
rebels  have  purchased  in  England  80,000  pair  of  army  shoes  and  are 
about  to  dispatch  them  by  one  or  two  light  steamers  to  the  South.  The 
information  comes  from  a  merchant  in  the  shoe  trade  just  returned 
from  Europe. 

As  the  Southern  Army  is  almost  barefoot  and  these  shoes  would  be 
worth  to  our  Army  more  than  $200,000, 1  would  suggest  the  policy  of 
dispatching  some  of  our  gunboats  and  revenue  cutters  to  watch  the 
ports  of  Beaufort  and  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  and  Georgetown,  S.  C.,  and 
Brunswick,  Ga.  It  seems  to  me  that,  as  these  ports  have  not  been 
closely  blockaded  and  are  not  very  distant  from  the  Army,  shipments 
will  be  made  to  them,  else  why  do  they  want  light  steamers? 

I  regret  to  see  that  the  bill  for  iron-plated  ships  is  delayed.  It  seems 
to  me  one  of  the  most  important  measures  before  the  present  Con¬ 
gress.  *  *  *  * 

The  above  is  from  an  authentic  source. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Parrott ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  brig  Perry , 
of  the  cruise  of  that  vessel  from  Fernandina ,  Fla. 

U.  S.  Brig  Perry, 

Off  Alexandria,  Va.,  August  6,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  in  continuation  of  my  communica¬ 
tion  of  July  9, 1861,  that  on  the  8th  of  that  month  we  left  from  off  Fer¬ 
nandina,  being  short  of  water  and  needing  repairs.  On  the  9th  we 
communicated  with  the  steam  frigate  Wabash,  off  Charleston,  S.  C.,  and 
remained  there  until  the  next  morning,  by  request  of  Captain  Mercer. 

On  the  11th  of  July  we  boarded  the  British  barkentine  Admiral 
Blake,  from  Wilmington,  1ST.  C.,  bound  to  Liverpool  with  a  cargo  of 
naval  stores  owned  in  Liverpool.  Her  captain  reported,  as  I  had  the 
honor  to  inform  you  verbally  at  Hampton  Eoads,  that  a  small  steamer 
was  being  fitted  out  at  Wilmington  as  a  privateer. 

On  the  13th  of  July,  in  latitude  36°  2F  K,  longitude  74°  3F  W.,  we 
exchanged  numbers  with  the  U.  S.  ship  Cumberland. 

On  the  14th  of  July  saw  two  vessels  on  shore,  about  30  miles  to  the 
southward  of  Cape  Henry.  On  the  15th  we  arrived  at  Hampton 
Boads. 

On  our  arrival  at  the  Washington  navy  yard  for  repairs  we  were 
immediately  sent  off  Alexandria,  “to  command  the  approaches  to  that 
place,”  it  being  the  evening  of  the  day  of  the  battle  of  Bull  Kun  (21st 
of  July).  We  have  since  remained  off  Alexandria,  with  a  portion  of 
our  crew  in  the  batteries  on  shore. 

The  repairs  of  this  vessel  are  being  made  by  workmen  sent  from  the 
yard. 
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I  am  detached  to-day  from  the  Perry.  Lieutenant  Francis  S.  Hag¬ 
gerty  is  my  successor. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  G.  Parrott, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Senior  Flag- Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron ,  transmitting  report  of  Captain  Mercer ,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wabash ,  referring  to  collision  between  that 
vessel  and  U.  S.  S.  Seminole ,  the  recapture  of  schooner  Mary  Alice ,  the 
capture  of  brigantines  Sarah  Starr  and  Hannah  Batch ,  and  sinking  of 
C.  S.  privateer  Petrel. 

XJ.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads ,  August  6,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  arrival  of 
the  U.  S.  ship  Savannah.  As  there  is  an  attack  expected  at  Newport 
News,  I  shall  send  her  up  there,  her  battery  being  heavier  than  the 
Hale's,  and  shall  send  the  Hale  to  take  the  place  of  the  Savaymah  on 
the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  between  Cape  Hatteras  and  Cape  Henry. 
The  presence  of  the  Savannah  will  give  confidence  to  the  army  at 
Newport  News. 

The  Wabash,  Captain  Samuel  Mercer,  arrived  to-day,  wanting  a  sup¬ 
ply  of  coal,  with  which  she  will  be  immediately  furnished,  and  she  will 
return  to  her  former  station. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  report  of  Captain  Mercer,  of 
the  Wabash,  from  which  you  will  see  the  fortunate  sinking  of  a  rebel 
pirate  vessel  by  the  St.  Lawrence ,  Captain  H.  Y.  Pnrviance,  and  capture 
of  all  her  crew  except  two,  who  were  drowned.* 

I  have  the  honor  of  suggesting  to  the  Department  the  propriety  of 
declaring  the  Southern  ports  no  longer  ports  of  entry.  Would  not 
this  effectually  check  the  efforts  being  made  by  traitors  and  British 
sympathizers  to  carry  on  trade  in  English  bottoms,  or  rather  American 
under  English  provisional  licenses? 

Captain  Mercer  has  just  sent  to  New  York  a  vessel  captured  under 
similar  circumstances  with  the  brig  Herald,  lately  discharged.  An 
American  owner  was  on  board  the  vessel  captured  by  Captain  Mercer. 

Please  inform  me  what  I  shall  do  with  prisoners,  privateersmen  as 
well  as  the  others,  now  on  board  the  Wabash. 

The  Union  has  sailed  to-day  to  resume  her  station  off  Hatteras. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag -Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Frigate  Wabash  [August  6, 1861]. 
Sir:  Your  order  of  the  26th  ultimo,  directing  me  to  proceed  with 
this  ship  to  Hampton  Roads,  was  received  on  the  2d  instant,  and  at  7 

*  No  report  of  this  affair  found.  See  Vol.  1,  p.  51.  1 
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p.  in.  on  that  day  we  were  underway  in  obedience  to  it.  Near  mid¬ 
night  we  gave  chase  to  a  vessel  showing  a  light,  the  men  being  at 
quarters.  At  about  1  o’clock  a.  m.,  the  3d  instant,  the  vessel  we  were 
running  for  came  in  collision  with  this  ship,  running  head  on  to  her  on 
the  starboard  side,  striking  her  nearly  head  on  about  our  fore  chains ; 
our  helm  at  the  time  was  hard  to  starboard.  She  proved  to  be  the 
U.  S.  S.  Seminole ,  Commander  Thomson.  When  she  struck  she  swung 
alongside  of  us,  and  we  were  in  contact  some  minutes.  After  we  sep¬ 
arated  I  sent  a  boat  on  board  to  ascertain  the  damage  sustained  and 
to  know  if  the  Seminole  required  any  assistance.  The  boat  soon 
returned  and  the  officer  informed  me  that  she  had  carried  away  her  jib 
boom  and  the  head  of  her  bowsprit,  but  did  not  require  assistance. 
This  ship  sustained  no  damage  of  any  account. 

About  11  a.  m.  of  the  same  day,  we  overhauled  and  recaptured,  after 
a  long  chase,  the  American  schooner  Mary  Alice,  a  prize  to  the  rebel 
privateer  Dixie ,  captured  in  latitude  29°  N.  and  longitude  77°  10'.  I 
put  a  prize  master  and  crew  on  board  and  ordered  her  to  New  York. 
Soon  after  we  intercepted  the  brigantine  Sarah  Starr ,  an  American- 
built  vessel  under  English  colors,  just  out  from  Wilmington,  N.  C., 
with  a  cargo  of  naval  stores,  bound  for  Liverpool.  She  was  national¬ 
ized  as  an  English  vessel  by  the  English  consul  of  the  States  of  North 
aud  South  Carolina,  by  a  provisional  register.  The  cargo  was  all  the 
produce  of  North  Carolina,  and,  with  the  vessel,  belonged  to  a  gentle¬ 
man,  a  passenger  on  board,  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  but  for  many 
years  a  resident  of  North  Carolina,  named  Monroe.  He  is  now  on 
board  and  seems  to  consider  the  whole  proceeding,  as  to  the  vessel  and 
cargo,  as  a  perfectly  legal  one  on  his  part.  His  views  and  mine  did 
not  accord,  and  I  captured  her  and  ordered  her,  under  charge  of  a  prize 
master  and  crew,  to  New  York.  The  captain  of  the  Sarah  Starr  is  a 
rabid  secessionist.  Soon  after  the  capture  of  this  vessel  the  steamer 
Rhode  Island  came  near  us,  and  her  commander,  Lieutenant  Trenchard, 
came  on  board  to  inform  me  he  had  fresh  provisions  and  stores  on 
board  for  us.  It  took  us  till  8  o’clock  in  the  evening  before  we  got 
through  with  all  the  business  in  hand,  and  had  been  lying  to  four  or 
five  hours.  One  of  the  prizes,  the  Sarah  Starr,  drifted  very  fast  to  lee¬ 
ward,  aud  twice  I  had  to  run  down  to  her.  After  all  was  gotten 
through  with  we  stood  on  our  course.  About  11  o'clock  p.  m.  we  found 
the  ship  in  shoal  water,  and  she  touched  lightly  on  the  outer  part  of 
Frying  Pan  Shoal.  Reversed  the  engine  and  backed  her  out  without 
difficulty  or  damage. 

While  lying  to  so  long,  and  necessarily  changing  our  course  so  often, 
we  must  have  been  drifted  to  the  southward  and  westward  by  a  cur¬ 
rent.  The  wind  was  very  light  and  variable  and  the  sea  very  smooth. 

I  have  on  board  this  vessel  22  persons  taken  out  of  vessels  captured 
or  recaptured,  namely  :  Three  from  the  brigantine  Hannah  Batch,  one  of 
whom,  Chauucey  Knapp,  has  shipped  as  ordinary  seaman  on  board 
this  vessel  for  three  years),  G  from  the  brigantine  Solferino,  5  from  the 
schooner  Mary  Alice  (privateersmen),  and  8  from  the* brigantine  Sarah 
Starr ,  including  Mr.  Monroe  (before  mentioned),  the  owner  of  the  vessel 
and  cargo,  as  he  informs  me  himself,  with  the  exception  of  50  barrels  of 
spirits  of  turpentine.  A  list  containing  the  names  of  these  persons  is 
here  enclosed. 

We  have  about  ten  or  twelve  sick  people  on  board,  including  a 
maniac  from  the  Yandalia,  who  ought  to  be  sent  to  the  hospital,  and  I 
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request  instructions  from  you  in  relation  to  tliein,  as  well  as  the  per¬ 
sons  from  the  several  prizes  I  have  named. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  Mercer, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Flagship  Minnesota. 

P.  S. — The  St.  Lawrence ,  Captain  Purviance,  arrived  oif  Charleston 
on  the  27 th  ultimo.  On  her  passage  down  she  captured  a  vessel  sailing 
under  English  colors,  and  putting  a  prize  master  and  crew  on  board, 
sent  her  to  Hampton  Roads.  On  the  day  following,  while  standing 
into  Charleston  Harbor,  she  gave  chase  to  the  privateer  Petrel ,  which, 
after  firing  two  or  three  shots  across  the  stern  of  the  St.  Lawrence , 
was  sunk  by  a  shell  from  that  ship.  All  of  her  crew,  excepting  two 
who  were  drowned,  were  taken  on  board  the  St.  Lawrence.  Enclosed 
is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Chief  Engineer  King  in  relation  to  the  engines 
and  boilers  of  this  ship. 

S.  Mercer, 

Captain. 


Special  order  of  Major-General  Butler ,  TJ.  S.  Army ,  commanding  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Virginia ,  regarding  the  steamer  Wilson  Small,  suspected  of 
transporting  contraband  goods. 

Headquarters  Department  op  Virginia, 

Fortress  Monroe,  August  6, 1861. 

Captain  Crosby  will  take  the  steamer  Fanny,  with  such  a  detachment 
of  men  as  he  may  judge  necessary,  and  proceed  up  the  bay  and  board 
the  Wilson  Small,  which,  I  am  informed,  plies  between  Baltimore  and 
Newtown,  touching  at  ports  on  the  eastern  shore,  and  that  she  is 
freighted  on  her  trips  with  articles  for  the  use  of  the  rebels.  He  will 
see  to  it  that  she  is  taken  and  thoroughly  examined,  for  which  purpose 
I  have  detailed  my  acting  assistant  provost-marshal  at  this  port,  Mr. 
Wiegel,  wlio  is  empowered  by  me  to  examine  and  search  all  suspicious 
persons  and  all  baggage,  and  if  any  goods  contraband  of  war  are  being 
conveyed  by  her  for  the  use  of  the  enemy,  or  if  persons  on  their  way  to 
assist  the  rebels  or  belonging  to  their  forces  are  found  on  board,  to  take 
them  and  their  papers  and  the  boat  and  bring  them  to  Fortress  Monroe. 

Lieutenant  Crosby  will,  if  he  see  cause  after  the  examination  of  the 
steamer  Wilson  Small,  proceed  with  his  expedition  along  the  eastern 
shore  and  capture  any  vessels  that  he  has  reason  to  believe  are  engaged 
in  carrying  articles  fitted  to  aid  and  assist  the  rebels,  and  arrest  all 
persons  engaged  in  such  unlawful  business. 

Large  confidence  is  placed  in  the  courage,  conduct,  and  discretion  of 
Lieutenant  Crosby,  as  well  as  in  his  efficiency.  If  the  Wilson  Small  or 
the  other  vessels  are  found  conveying  away  negroes  for  the  purpose  of 
aiding  or  comforting  the  rebellion,  such  negroes,  if  they  desire,  will  be 
permitted  to  come  to  Fortress  Monroe,  where  they  will  be  employed 
and  cared  for.  All  private  property  will  be  respected  except  that 
which  is  being  used  for  the  aid  and  comfort  of  the  rebellion,  or  which 
may  be  necessary  to  be  used  in  carrying  out  the  objects  of  this 
expedition. 

By  order  of  B.  F.  Butler,  major-general,  commanding: 

P.  Haggerty, 

Aid-de-Camp. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron ,  relative  to  the  blockade  of  Hatteras  Inlet,  and 
the  sinking  of  vessels  loaded  with  stone  in  the  inlets. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  August  6,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  have  to-day 
held  conversation  with  several  captains  of  vessels  who  have  been  in 
North  Carolina  and  were  permitted  to  leave.  Two  were  captured  and 
two  were  wrecked;  one  of  the  captains  having  been  on  board  the  ves¬ 
sel,  a  prize — he  as  prisoner  at  the  time  to  a  rebel  pirate,  which  was 
chased  by  the  U.  S.  S[hip]  Savannah,  and  after  she  was  run  ashore 
was  burned  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Union,  with  the  cargo. 

They  speak  of  the  inlet  at  Hatteras  as  decidedly  the  worst  place  on 
the  coast,  and  I  much  regret  that  I  have  not  two  vessels  to  place  and 
keep  there.  I  have  also  conversed  with  these  men  as  to  the  advantage 
of  sinking  vessels  in  the  inlet.  They  all  pronounce  it  as  of  little  use; 
because  of  the  light  and  shifting  nature  of  the  sand  a  new  inlet  would 
soon  open. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 

Blockading  Squadron,  relative  to  Confederate  batteries  at  Hatteras 

Inlet  and  to  the  blockade  of  that  inlet. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  August  7,  1861. 

Sir:  t  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  charter  of 
the  steamer  Daylight  expires  on  the  8th  instant.  She  is  at  present 
stationed  at  Newport  News. 

After  further  conversation  with  the  persons  mentioned  in  my  No. 
102,  I  learned  that  there  are  now  two  well-constructed  batteries  at  Hat¬ 
teras  Inlet  with  heavy  guns,  6  to  8  each,  already  mounted,  and  more 
will  soon  be  placed  in  position.  These  guns  are  from  Norfolk.  They 
report,  also,  about  300  men  at  that  point,  under  command  of  late  Major 
Andrews,  U.  S.  Army. 

Commander  H.  S.  Stellwagen  came  this  morning  to  consult  with  me, 
and  I  have  given  him  all  the  information  which  I  have  obtained,  and 
have  also  told  him  I  will  cheerfully  cooperate  with  all  the  available 
means  at  my  disposal. 

If  the  Department  has  not  an  important  position  already  decided 
upon  for  the  Susquehanna,  I  should  be  much  pleased  to  have  her  sta¬ 
tioned  off  Hatteras  Inlet.  Her  battery  is  heavy  and  her  power  as  a 
steamer  makes  her  efficient  in  all  weather. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hojj,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 
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Rep  or  i  of  Lieutenant  Sartori ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Flag ,  of 

the  cruise  of  that  vessel  from  Savannah ,  Ga .,  and  the  transportation 

from  Charleston,  8.  C.,  of  the  crew  of  the  captured  privateer  Petrel, 

U.  S.  S.  Flag, 

Delaware  River ,  August  7,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  left  Savannah  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  instant,  being  obliged 
to  do  so  on  account  of  a  leak  of  3  feet  per  day,  as  also  for  material 
repairs  to  the  vacuum  condenser,  and  having  besides  only  85  tons  of 
coal. 

At  Charleston  I  received  your  orders  to  repair  to  this  port,  and  I 
left  there  at  5  p.  m.  the  same  day.  At  Savannah  I  left  the  frigate  St. 
Lawrence  and  sloop  Jamestown,  and  at  Charleston  the  frigates  Roanoke, 

1  andalia,  and  Seminole ;  the  latter  would  go  as  early  as  possible  to 
Savannah. 

At  the  request  of  Captain  Purviance  I  took  on  board  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  rebel  privateer  Petrel,  30  in  number,  and  have  sent  to  Cap¬ 
tain  Du  Pont,  the  commandant  of  the  Philadelphia  yard,  a  communi¬ 
cation  from  Captain  Purviance  for  yourself;  it  relates  to  the  Petrel, 
and  I  have  thought  it  most  prudent  to  deposit  it  with  Captain  Du  Pont. 

I  shall  strictly  follow  your  instructions  to  be  as  speedy  as  possible, 
but  there  are  some  repairs  absolutely  necessary  that  may  detain  the 
ship  some  little  time,  and  if  I  can  get  some  few  alterations  and  addi¬ 
tions  she  can  be  made  a  first-class  vessel. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  C.  Sartori, 

Li eu  ten  ant,  Com  manding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  the  U.  S.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

From  information  received  from  oue  of  the  prisoners,  the  Sumter  had 
left  the  south  side  of  Cuba,  and  not  being  able  to  enter  the  Passes  of 
the  Mississippi,  she  has  run  into  Berwick  Bay.  Previous  to  entering 
she  boarded  an  English  vessel  and  took  out  a  quantity  of  arms. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  C.  Sartori. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  with  enclosure 
regarding  the  Confederate  brigantine  Sarah  Starr. 

Nay y  Department,  August  7, 1861. 
Sir  :  Herewith  enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Acting  Secre¬ 
tary  of  War,  in  which  it  is  stated  from  advices  received  that  the  Sarah 
Starr*  is  to  leave  Wilmington,  F.  C.,  with  1,300  barrels  of  spirits  tur¬ 
pentine  and  other  property  for  Liverpool  direct. 

Your  particular  attention  is  invited  to  this  vessel.  The  coast  of 
Forth  Carolina  requires  vigilant  watching. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

*  This  vessel  captured  August  3.  See  j).  62, 
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[Euclosure.] 

War  Department,  Washington ,  August  5,  1861. 
giR  •  We  have  advices  to  day  that  the  vessel  Sarah  Starr  will  leave 
Wilmington,  N.  C.,  with  1,300  barrels  of  spirits  [turpentine]  and  other 
property  for  Liverpool  direct.  As  this  will  be  an  effort  to  pass  the 
blockades,  it  might  lie  well  for  your  Department  to  notify  the  blockad¬ 
ing  squadron.  m  ,  0 

Very  respectfully,  Thomas  A.  Scott, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic 

Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  the  burning  of  Hampton,  T  a.,  by 

the  Confederates.  „ 

J  TJ.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  August  8,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  a  letter  from  the 
Department  dated  August  5,  containing  account  of  a  large  purchase  of 
army  shoes  in  England  for  the  Southern  traitors.  I  shall  do  my  best 
with  the  ships  at  my  disposal  to  prevent  their  entrance  into  Southern 

harbors.  •  T  ,  _  ,  ... 

Also  letter  of  same  date  ordering  Captain  Josiah  Watson  and  the 
17  marines  under  his  command  to  proceed  to  New  York.  They  left  in 
the  steamer  last  night  by  way  of  Baltimore. 

I  have  to  inform  the  Department  that  last  night,  a  few  moments  alter 
midnight,  I  was  informed  of  a  fire  in  the  neighborhood  of  Hampton, 
which  continued  increasing,  and  extending  from  east  to  west,  following 
the  general  position  of  the  town  as  visible  from  our  ship,  until  ive  con¬ 
cluded  the  town  generally  was  burned.  I  ordered  an  officer  ashore  to 
make  enquiry  as  to  the  cause,  who  returned  with  the  answer  that  the 
conflagration  was  the  act  of  the  traitors.  This  morning  all  is  quiet  and 
only  smoke  ascending  from  the  ruins. 

From  the  houses  visible  we  infer  the  burning  was  confined  to  the 
portion  of  the  town  west  of  Hampton  Creek. 

I  have  also  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  arrival  yesterday  of  the 
s+oreship  Supply,  and  also  that  this  vessel  lias  men  enough  on  board  to 
supply  the  deficiencies  mentioned  in  my  letter  yesterday  in  the  crews 
of  the  Wabash  and  Savannah. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer ,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  ineffectual  blockade  of  North  and 
South  Carolina. 

i  U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads ,  August  8,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  must  again  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the  trade 
being  carried  on — and  which  is  now  increasing— with  the  Carolinas 
under  the  inadequate  naval  force  which  I  am  able  to  send  off  that  coast. 
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I  was  almost  satisfied  of  efforts  having  been  successfully  made  by 
the  traitors  and  British  sympathizers  to  keep  up  this  trade  when  I  was 
off  Charleston. 

Acting  on  these  impressions  I  could  not  but  approve  the  capture  of 
the  Herald ,  since  discharged  by  the  instructions  of  the  honorable  Sec¬ 
retary  of  State. 

I  have  since  been  directed  to  pay  attention  and  direct  the  squadron 
under  my  command  to  certain  vessels,  Gordon  [Gondarf]  and  others 
named,  who  are  believed  to  be  sailing  under  the  English  fiag  simply  as 
a  cloak. 

Captain  Mercer,  of  the  Wabash,  has  captured  another  under  sus¬ 
picious  circumstances,  and  again  the  case  will  be  presented  for  judicial 
investigation,  which  I  hope  may  be  full  and  complete,  that  we  may 
know  how  to  act  in  future. 

I  shall  continue  to  send  vessels,  as  fast  as  they  arrive,  off  the  coast 
of  North  and  South  Carolina,  and  must,  as  at  present  advised,  instruct 
them  to  look  carefully  after  American  vessels  now  sailing  under  the 
English  consul  transfers,  as  there  is  an  American  found  on  all  of  them 
who,  I  have  no  doubt,  is  the  real  capitalist,  or  the  agent  for  Americans 
who  thus  endeavor  to  give  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer ,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  transmitting  enclo- 
stores  relative  to  proposed  movement  by  Confederates  against  the  block¬ 
ading  fleet,  and  the  privateers  Gordon,  Coffee,  and  Mariner. 

Navy  Department,  August  8, 1861. 
Sir  :  The  enclosed  copy  of  telegram  just  received  by  the  President  is 
sent  with  his  endorsement  to  you,  that  you  may  take  such  measures  as 
may  appear  advisable  in  the  premises.  I  also  enclose  a  slip  from  this 
morning’s  paper. 

Yery  respectfully,  etc.,  Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosures . — Telegram .  ] 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  August  7,  1861. 
Private  information  to  me  from  Savannah  assures  me  that  Tattnall  is 
about  to  move  against  the  blockading  fleet.  He  has  six  armed  tugs. 
Have  we  a  squadron  large  enough  to  oppose  him'? 

B.  Storer. 

Abraham  Lincoln, 

President. 


From  Fortress  Monroe. 

Fortress  Monroe,  August  6. — The  crew  of  the  bark  Linwood,  of 
New  York,  thirteen  in  number,  have  just  arrived  on  the  Quaker  City. 
The  bark  was  wrecked  on  Cape  Hatteras.  They  were  picked  up  oft 
Cape  Henry. 
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The  Quaker  City  picked  up  this  morning  near  the  capes  a  small  boat 
containing  ten  shipmasters  and  seamen  who  had  escaped  from  Tort 


Oregon,  N.  C.  ,  _T  n  r 

They  give  some  intelligence  of  the  doings  on  the  North  Carolina 

coast.  At  Hatteras  Inlet  there  are  three  steamers  and  a  pilot  boat 
privateering. 

The  names  of  the  privateers  are  the  Gordon,  the  Coffee ,  side  wheel 
steamer,  formerly  running  between  Old  Point  and  Norfolk;  steamer 
Marion  I  Mariner],  formerly  a  Wilmington  tugboat,  and  schooner  I  ork , 
a  Norfolk  pilot  boat.  All  of  them  are  armed  with  rifled  cannon.  Those 
from  Norfolk  were  taken  down  the  canal  to  Albemarle  Sound.  New 
Berne,  N.  0.,  is  the  headquarters  of  these  pirates. 

The  gunboats  are  being  collected  and  mounted  at  Norfolk,  to  be 
taken  down  the  canal;  crews  for  them  are  now  being  shipped  at  New 
Berne.  The  bark  Glen,  of  Portland,  with  Government  coal,  was  cap¬ 
tured  a  week  ago  and  taken  into  Beaufort,  N.  0. 

The  frigate  Wabash  arrived  from  off  Charleston  for  coal  and  water, 
having  been  relieved  by  the  Roanoke.  She  recaptured  the  schooner 
Mary  Alice ,  of  New  York,  which  had  been  taken  by  the  piratical 
schooner  Dixie.  The  prize  crew  are  now  prisoners  on  the  Wabash. 
She  took  the  brig  Sarah  Starr,  bound  from  Wilmington  to  Liverpool 
with  turpentine  and  rosin  and  sailing  under  English  colors. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Wavy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  S. 

Wavy ,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  transmitting  infor¬ 
mation  regarding  contraband  trade. 

Navy  Department,  August  8, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  enclose  an  extract  of  a  letter  received  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  from  Mr.  J.  S.  Farlow,  of  Boston,  respecting  trade  carried  on 
with  the  ports  of  Noidh  Carolina,  to  which  your  attention  is  invited. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 

[Enclosure.] 

Boston,  August  6,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  From  information  that  has  come  to  my  knowledge  I  feel 
well  assured  that  parties  in  New  York,  in  connection  with  parties  in 
the  provinces  of  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia,  are  now  engaged  in 
chartering  and  fitting  out  British  schooners  in  those  provinces,  loading 
there  with  fish  and  other  articles  contraband  of  war,  and  discharging 
same  at  Wilmington  and  the  small  ports  of  North  Carolina,  taking  in 
return  thence  naval  stores  and  tobacco. 

This  tobacco  is  supposed  to  be  taken  to  Wilmington  and  the  other 
North  Carolina  ports  by  land  from  Richmond  and  Petersburg,  Ya. 
These  naval  stores  and  tobacco  thus  procured  are  moved  from  the  pro¬ 
vincial  ports  alongshore  by  schooners  and  steamers  to  the  near-by 
United  States  ports,  when  by  false  swearing  or  other  illicit  means  it  is 
admitted  free  of  duty  as  returned  American  productions. 

####*#* 
Respectfully,  yours, 

J.  S.  Farlow. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Wavy,  Washington. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Sartori,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Flag  of 
the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  Philadelphia  navy  yard  bringing  prisoners 
from  the  privateer  Petrel. 

U.  S.  S.  Flag, 

Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia,  August  8,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  hav e  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  vessel  at  this  port, 
by  order  of  Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham,  for  the  purpose  of  coppering 
and  some  repairs. 

I  left  Savannah  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  and  Charleston  on  theeven- 
ing  of  the  same  day.  At  Savannah  I  received  from  the  St.  Lawrence 
thirty-six  prisoners — the  officers  and  crew  of  the  privateer  Petrel,  lately 
destroyed  by  that  vessel.  I  have  this  day  delivered  them  to  the  U.  S. 
marshal. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  C.  Sartori, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Flag- Officer  Stringham,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Block¬ 
ading  Squadron,  regarding  the  blockade. 

IT.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  August  9,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  a  letter  from  the 
Department,  dated  August  8,  enclosing  telegram  from  B.  Storer,  of  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  to  President  A.  Lincoln,  and  by  him  endorsed;  also  slip  in  same 
letter  from  a  newspaper,  headed  “From  Fortress  Monroe.” 

In  reference  to  the  above,  I  can  only  say  that  I  have  ordered  the  tJ. 
S.  sfhipj  St.  Lawrence  and  the  IJ.  S.  S.  Lroquois  to  blockade  Savannah, 
where  they  have  gone  some  time  since,  and  trust  they  will  be  equal  to 
the  traitor  Tattnall.  I  would  cheerfully  send  more  if  I  had  them  at  my 
disposal. 

Also  your  letter  of  August  7  and  copy  of  the  letter  from  the  War 
Department,  August  5,  attracting  my  attention  to  the  Sarah  Starr  in 
both  letters.  I  shall  comply  with  the  instructions,  and  have  to  inform 
the  Department  that  the  coast  of  North  Carolina  is  as  vigilantly  watched 
as  the  force  under  my  command  will  allow,  having  some  consideration 
for  other  important  points  on  the  Atlantic  coast. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Stringham,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  the  obstruc¬ 
tion  of  the  inlets  on  the  North  Carolina  coast  and  the  proposed  expedi¬ 
tion  to  Hatteras  Lnlet. 

Confidential.]  Navy  Department,  August  9, 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  your  dispatch,  No.  103,  and  have  also  had  an  interview 
with  Commander  Stellwagen  in  relation  to  the  obstruction  on  the  North 
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Carolina  coast.  It  is  important  this  matter  should  be  thoroughly  at¬ 
tended  to,  and  I  am  notified  that  your  aid  and  hearty  cooperation  are 
given.  Indeed,  the  design  is  to  have  an  important  effect  m  closing 
the  ports  and  inlets  on  that  troublesome  coast.  In  order  to  take  the 
batteries  to  which  you  allude  General  Scott  assures  me  he  will  authorize 
General  Butler  to  detail  a  military  force  to  accompany  the  expedition. 
Other  arrangements  are  in  rapid  progress  and  some  of  the  vessels 
already  on  their  way,  although  it  will  probably  be  a  week  or  more  betoie 
the  work  can  be  completed. 

Yery  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Sxringham,  .  . 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Captain  Marston,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  ship  Cumber¬ 
land,  of  the  sailing  of  that  vessel  from  Boston  for  Hampton  Roads. 

U.  S.  Ship  Cumberland, 

Off  Boston,  August  9,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  avail  myself  of  the  departure  of  the  pilot  to  report  to  you  that 
I  this  day  left  Boston  and  shall  proceed  with  all  dispatch  for  Hampton 
Boads. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  Silas  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 

August  11. 

After  writing  the  foregoing  the  wind  entirely  left  us,  and  the  pilot 
anchored  the  ship  in  Nantucket  Roads,  since  which  time  it  has  been  a 
perfect  calm  till  this  morning,  when  we  again  got  underway  with 
favorable  prospects. 


Report  of  Flag- Officer  Stringham,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 

Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  an  apology  made  by  Brigadier-General 

Huger,  C.  S.  Army,  for  disrespect  shown  to  a  flag  of  truce. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  August  10,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  yesterday  a 
flag  of  truce  came  from  Norfolk.  As  soon  as  it  appeared  in  view,  I 
ordered  an  officer  to  proceed  and  stop  it  as  far  away  as  he  could. 

It  contained  Miss  Mayo,  niece  of  General  Scott,  on  her  way  to  her 
home  in  Elizabeth,  N.  J. ;  also  some  British  seamen. 

1  forwarded  by  this  vessel  my  letter  of  July  10  to  Brigadier-General 
Benj.  Huger,  with  copy  of  report*  of  Commander  A.  Ludlow  Case,  U.  S. 
Navy,  demanding  an  explanation  of  the  unaccountable  reception  of  our 
last  flag  of  truce. 

This  morning  a  flag  of  truce  was  again  seen  approaching  and  stopped 
as  yesterday. 


See  Vol.  5,  p.  771. 


ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


71 


The  officer  who  went  to  her  brought  back  a  letter  from  Brigadier- 
General  Huger  making  full  and  complete  apology  for  the  action  of  the 
officer  in  command  at  Craney  Island  on  the  occasion  referred  to,  it 
being  entirely  unauthorized  and  without  the  knowledge  of  General 
Huger. 

This  relieves  us  from  further  unpleasant  feeling  with  regard  to  the 
flag  of  truce. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copy  of  report*  of  Commander  J.  It. 
Goldsborough,  of  the  Union ,  and  to  state  that  there  are  now  on  board 
this  ship  the  four  prisoners  therein  referred  to.  I  enclose  a  list  of  their 
names. 

I  will  send  them  to  a  Northern  port  by  the  first  opportunity.  I  shall 
also  put  a  prize  crew  on  board  the  schooner  George  G.  Baker  and  send 
her  to  a  Northern  port. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  TJ.  S. 

Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  urging  stringent 

blockade  of  North  Carolina  ports. 

Confidential.]  Navy  Department,  August  10, 1861. 

Sir:  The  accounts  which  we  get  of  intercourse  at  the  different  ports 
and  inlets  on  the  coast  of  North  Carolina  alarm  our  commercial  com¬ 
munity  and  cause  embarrassment  and  distrust  to  the  Department.  I 
am  aware  of  the  difficulty  attending  a  blockade  of  these  ports,  even  if 
you  had  a  sufficient  supply  of  vessels,  but  can  not  Wilmington  or  Beau¬ 
fort  be  formally  blockaded  and  coast  guard  duty  performed  by  such 
force  as  you  have?  There  seem  to  be  nests  of  pirates  who,  with  their 
small  craft,  run  in  and  out  these  inlets  who  require  vigilant  attention 
and  some  stringent  action. 

The  ports  are  not  formally  closed  by  the  President,  and  until  they 
are  we  must  go  forward  under  the  regulations  established  before  the 
law  authorizing  him  to  close  the  ports  was  enacted. 

In  the  case  of  the  Herald  your  opinion  and  mine  coincided,  and  the 
district  attorney  writes  me  from  Philadelphia  that  he  can  prove  her 
liable  to  seizure.  As  she  has  got  into  the  hands  of  the  court,  I  trust 
the  facts  will  be  brought  out.  How  a  United  States  armed  ship  can 
permit  a  vessel  with  a  clearance  from  Robert  Kid  or  the  Confederate 
States  to  pass  unmolested  is  a  problem  that  I  have  not  solved  to  my 
own  satisfaction.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  absent  or  I  should 
have  seen  him  on  this  subject;  but  I  will  consult  with  him  on  his 
return.  I  think  he  will  deem  it  important  that  all  vessels  clearing  from 
our  ports  should  have  a  legal  clearance  from  a  United  States  collector. 
In  the  meantime  spare  no  exertions  to  interdict  all  communication  with 
the  insurgents  by  blockade,  by  coast-guard  service,  by  obstructing  the 
channels,  or  by  closing  the  harbors. 

*For  destruction  of  the  C.  S.  privateer  York  and  recapture  of  schooner  Georye  G. 
Baker,  see  Vol.  1,  pp.  60-62. 
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I  send  herewith  an  extract  from  a  communication  this  day  received 
from  Messrs.  J.  Kittredge  &  Co.,  respectable  Boston  merchants,  in 
relation  to  vessels  running  the  blockade  of  the  North  Carolina  coast. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


[Enclosure.] 


Boston,  August  7,  1861. 

Bear  Sir:  *  *  *  There  have  been  rumors  in  this  city  for  some 

days  that  English  vessels  are  running  the  blockade  on  the  coast  of 
North  Carolina  and  carrying  produce,  lisli,  etc.,  to  the  rebels  and  naval 
stores  to  Halifax  [Nova  Scotia]  and  ports  in  that  vicinity.  Having 
just  learned  that  a  cargo  has  just  arrived  at  Halifax  from  North  Caro¬ 
lina  valued  at  upwards  of  $40,000,  we  hasten  to  give  you  the  informa¬ 
tion,  hoping  by  so  doing  that  it  may  be  of  service  to  you  by  making  the 
blockade  more  effective. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  Kittredge  &  Co. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Selfridge ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  suggesting  means  for  the 
effectual  blockade  of  Hatteras  Inlet ,  North  Carolina. 

U.  S.  Ship  Cumberland,  August  10,  1861. 

Sir:  I  trust,  in  bringing  this  communication  to  the  notice  of  the 
Department,  that  I  may  not  lay  to  myself  the  charge  of  officiousness; 
but  if  I  err  in  so  doing,  it  will  be  considered  in  the  light  of  an  excess 
of  zeal  for  the  public  service. 

It  seems  that  the  coast  of  Carolina  is  infested  with  a  nest  of  priva¬ 
teers  that  have  thus  far  escaped  capture,  and,  in  the  ingenious  method 
of  their  cruising,  are  probably  likely  to  avoid  the  clutches  of  our 
cruisers. 

Hatteras  Inlet,  a  little  south  of  Cape  Hatteras  light,  seems  their 
principal  rendezvous.  Here  they  have  a  fortification  that  protects 
them  from  assault.  A  lookout  at  the  light-house  proclaims  the  coast 
clear,  and  a  merchantman  in  sight;  they  dash  out  and  are  back  again 
in  a  day  with  their  prize.  So  long  as  these  remain  it  will  be  impossible 
to  entirely  prevent  their  depredations,  for  they  do  not  venture  out 
when  men-of-war  are  in  sight;  and,  in  the  bad  weather  of  the  coming- 
season,  cruisers  can  not  always  keep  their  stations  off  these  inlets  with 
out  great  risk  of  going  ashore. 

Let  eight  or  ten  tugboats  be  chartered,  of  not  more  than  7  feet  draft — 
some  less — armed  with  a  32-pounder  and  carrying  m  tow  a  man-of-war 
launch  with  its  gun  and  crew.  A  steamer  of  the  Iroquois  or  Seminole 
class,  with  a  smaller  gunboat,  can  silence  the  battery  from  the  outside. 
Let  this  fleet  of  steamers  enter  the  inlet,  and,  cruising  in  couplets, 
explore  Albemarle  a>'d  Pamlico  sounds.  In  three  weeks  there  will  not 
be  a  vessel  left  that  can  be  productive  of  harm. 

These  tugboats  should  be  paddle  wheel,  not  propellers,  as  the  latter 
draw  too  much  water,  carry  20  men,  and  may  be  equipped  sufficiently 
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for  tlie  service  in  forty-eight  hours.  Let  them  be  officered  temporarily 
by  the  officers  of  the  Atlantic  fleet,  and  in  three  weeks  nothing  more 
will  be  heard  of  Carolina  privateers. 

Permit  me  at  this  time,  sir,  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  port  of 
Fernandina,  on  the  Florida  coast.  As  a  rendezvous  for  our  vessels  in 
bad  weather,  and  for  the  collection  of  stores,  there  is  no  better  on  the 
Atlantic  coast  south  of  Cape  Hatteras.  It  is  an  excellent  harbor,  with 
a  bar  of  at  least  18  feet,  and  is  poorly  defended. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  O.  Selfridge, 
Lieutenant ,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tlie  Navy ,  IF a, shiny  ton,  J).  G. 


Report  of  Captain  Hall,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  II.  8.  ship  Savannah, 
of  the  presence  of  a  Confederate  steamer  in  James  River. 

U.  S.  Ship  Savannah, 

Off  Newport  News,  August  11,  1861. 

Sir:  About  9  o’clock  this  morning  a  steamer  was  reported  coming 
down  the  James  River,  apparently  under  full  steam,  with  the  Confed¬ 
erate  flag  flying.  She  came  within  5  or  6  miles  and  then  returned  up 
the  river.  She  was  a  large,  side-wheel  boat,  resembling  very  much  the 
Express,  painted  white,  with  high  wheelhouses  painted  yellow,  and,  I 
learn  from  Commander  Lockwood,  was  the  Curtis  Reck,  and  is  a  very 
fast  boat.  She  probably  came  down  for  the  purpose  of  reconnoitering. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Hull, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Crosby,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  overhauling  of 
the  steamer  Wilson  Small,  and  expedition  to  Pocomoke  Sound. 

Fortress  Monroe,  August  12, 1861. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  6th  instant,  I  took  charge  of 
the  steamer  Fanny  and  prize  schooner  Indiana  and  went  up  the  Chesa¬ 
peake  Bay  to  overhaul  and  search  the  steamer  Wilson  Small,  plying 
between  Baltimore  and  the  eastern  shore  of  Maryland.  On  the  follow¬ 
ing  day  I  met  her  off  Stages  [Kedges]  Straits,  near  the  head  of  Tan¬ 
gier  Sound,  and  hove  her  to.  She  was  then  boarded  by  the  provost- 
marshal,  Mr.  Wiegel,  and  searched,  but  finding  nothing  illegal  on 
board  she  was  allowed  to  proceed  on  her  way  to  Annemessex.  During 
the  search  I  learned,  through  some  custom-house  officers  who  came 
down  in  her,  that  arms  and  ammunition  were  reported  to  be  secreted 
in  some  barns  near  the  landing,  and  belonging  to  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Miles,  which  they  were  in  search  of;  and  as  they  were  anxious  to  have 
assistance  in  case  of  necessity,  I  ran  in  and  anchored  near  the  steam¬ 
boat  landing  at  Annemessex.  After  a  thorough  search,  the  officers 
returned  and  reported  that  they  found  nothing. 

On  the  following  morning  we  visited  Tangier  and  Watt’s  Island, 
delivered  the  provisions  to  the  light  house  keeper  on  the  latter,  and 
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then  cruised  up  the  Pocomoke  Bound  and  along  the  eastern  [shore] 
during  the  night,  in  search  of  any  vessels  that  might  be  sailing  in  or 
out  of  any  of  the  Virginia  ports.  On  the  9th,  chased  a  vessel  up  the 
Pocomoke,  but  was  unable  to  overhaul  her,  as  the  water  was  too  shoal 
for  the  Fanny  to  cross  the  bar,  it  being  low  water.  I  learned  subse¬ 
quently  that  the  vessel  was  one  of  the  usual  traders  up  the  sound.  On 
the  10th,  ran  over  and  anchored  at  Tangier  Island,  and  while  there 
I  learned  that  a  man  by  the  name  of  Pruitt  with  another  person  were 
waiting  for  a  fair  wind  to  cross  over  to  Virginia,  where  they  hailed 
from.  Sent  the  provost-marslial  to  overhaul  their  baggage,  seize  their 
canoe,  and  administer  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States,  which 
was  done.  I  also  heard  that  Pruitt  had  a  small  schooner  which  was 
blockaded  in  the  Rappahannock  or  York  River. 

On  the  following  day  I  had  all  the  men  on  the  island  called  together, 
some  thirty-live  of  them,  and  administered  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
them.  I  was  informed  that  a  number  were  absent  on  their  business, 
fishing,  etc. 

I  warned  them  not  to  hold  any  communication  with  the  shores  of 
Virginia  under  a  penalty  of  imprisonment  and  a  confiscation  of  their 
vessels. 

They  have  some  eight  or  ten  small  schooners  there  which  they  are 
anxious  to  use,  but  as  their  license  comes  from  Accomac  County  they 
are  prohibited  from  engaging  in  trade,  and  earnestly  request  that  some 
provision  will  be  made  for  them.  I  found  the  people  on  the  island  to 
be  loyal  citizens  and  ready  to  give  all  information  in  their  power  that 
would  be  of  benefit  to  our  Government.  They  also  express  serious 
apprehension  that  they  will  be  attacked  from  the  eastern  shore.  The 
light  house  keeper  on  Watt's  Island  is  likewise  anxious  for  protection. 
During  the  afternoon  of  the  10th  we  returned  to  Fortress  Monroe,  and 
on  our  way  back  discovered  that  Back  River  light  was  not  burning. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Peirce  Crosby, 

Lieutenant ,  II.  8.  Navy ,  Captain  of  the  Port. 
Major-General  B.  F.  Butler, 

Commanding  Department  Pastern  Virginia ,  Fortress  Monroe. 


[Endorsement.] 

This  report  is  respectfully  referred  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  so  far  as  it  concerns  the  light-houses  and  licenses  of  the  trade 
on  Tangier  Island. 

The  conduct  of  the  expedition  and  of  Lieutenant  Crosby  is  approved. 

Benj.  F.  Butler, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding . 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  of  the  receipt  of  various 
communications  from  the  Department  and  of  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  8. 
Louisiana  at  Hampton  Roads. 


U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads ,  August  12,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  have  received 
letter  dated  August  10,  in  reference  to  witnesses  from  the  U.  S.  ship 
St.  Lawrence  to  condemn  the  pirates  taken  from  the  Petrel  by  the 
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St.  Laivrence,  and  that  this  morning,  immediately  on  the  arrival  of  the 
Harriet  Lane ,  Captain  John  Faunce,  I  have  ordered  him  to  proceed  to 
Savannah  and  bring  them  to  this  point  without  delay.  She  has  sailed. 

Also  letter  of  same  date  in  which  I  am  happy  to  find  the  opinion  of 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  concurring  with  my  own  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  English  vessels  carrying  on  trade  with  our  enemies  and  sailing 
under  secession  clearances.  I  trust  an  early  proclamation  from  his 
Excellency  President  Lincoln  will  declare  the  Southern  ports  no  longer 
ports  of  entry.  This  would  aid  us  much  in  our  duty  of  blockading. 

Also  letter  of  August  7,  with  copy  of  a  letter  from  Edward  Barker 
(and  Thos.  H.  Bochester),on  board  ship  William  Badger,  complaining 
against  Acting  Master  Carr,  U.  S.  Navy.  I  will  investigate  this  case. 
Also  letter  from  the  Department  of  August  8,  containing  copy  of  letter 
from  J.  S.  Farlow,  of  Boston,  relative  to  traffic  still  carried  on  in  ports 
of  North  Carolina.  I  am  doing  all  I  can  with  the  ships  at  my  disposal 
to  stop  it,  and  trust  soon  to  have  enough  to  seal  them  up. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  some  suggestions  made  to  me  this  morn¬ 
ing  by  Captain  John  Faunce,  of  the  Harriet  Lane ,  which  I  cheerfully 
endorse.  He  reports  having  chased  and  boarded  and  warned  off  an 
English  vessel,  on  his  way  down,  which  appeared  to  be  endeavoring  to 
get  into  one  of  the  inlets  on  the  eastern  coast  of  Virginia  north  of  Cape 
Charles. 

He  advises  the  presence  of  one  revenue  cutter  (of  which  he  informs 
me  there  are  spare  ones  at  New  York)  to  anchor  in  Hog  Island  Inlet 
and  one  in  Chincoteague  Inlet;  thinks  their  presence  there  would  be  of 
great  service. 

I  have  ordered  the  schooner  George  G.  Baker  to  Philadelphia  under 
charge  of  Midshipman  McCook. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  arrival  of  the 
IT.  S.  S.  Louisiana,  Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  Murray.  I  have  ordered 
her  up  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  to  watch  the 
harbors,  islands,  entrances,  etc.,  of  Chesapeake  Bay  on  that  side. 

»  Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  If.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  August  12, 1861. 

Sir:  On  the  return  of  the  steamer  to  Washington,  which  leaves  the 
navy  yard  this  evening  for  Hampton  Roads,  you  will  send  the  four 
launches  with  their  guns  and  full  equipments  by  that  vessel.  They 
were  recently  sent  from  Boston. 

Lieutenant  Badger,  of  the  Minnesota ,  and  Midshipmen  MeGlensey, 
McKay,  and  Phoenix,  of  the  Wabash,  whose  detachments  are  herewith 
transmitted,  may  be  directed  to  take  passage  in  the  steamer  on  her 
return. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Hoads,  1  irginia. 
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Letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy ,  transmitting  letter  from  the  collector  of  customs ,  New  York, 
regarding  continued  breach  of  blockade. 

Treasury  Department,  August  12, 1861. 
Sir:  I  liave  the  honor  to  transmit  for  consideration  of  the  Navy 
Department  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  letter  from  Hiram  Barney, 
esq.,  collector  of  customs  at  New  York,  as  to  the  inefficiency  of  blockade 
on  the  North  Carolina  coast. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 


Geo.  Harrington, 
Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Enclosure.] 

Collector’s  Office,  Custom-House, 

New  York,  August  9 ,  1861. 

Sir  :  It  is  a  matter  of  notoriety  that  articles  of  all  kinds  are  con¬ 
stantly  transmitted  by  way  of  Delaware  and  Maryland  into  eastern 
Virginia.  While  it  might  be  difficult  to  indicate  particular  instances 
in  which  this  has  been  done,  general  report  and  numerous  suspicious 
circumstances  satisfy  me  that  it  is  of  the  most  frequent  occurrence. 
Vessels  clearing  from  this  port  sail  direct  to  Cliincoteague  and  Sinepux- 
ent  bays,  as  well  as  to  the  inlets  upon  the  Delaware  coast,  loaded  with 
provisions  and  general  stores,  which  are  thence  sent  across  the  country 
to  unguarded  points  and  thence  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels. 
To  such  an  extent  is  this  course  pursued  that  Southern  merchants 
come  continually  to  this  city,  make  purchases  of  goods,  and  prepare 
for  their  being  forwarded  to  their  homes  with  contemptous  disregard 
of  the  restrictions  sought  to  be  imposed  upon  them.  Our  coasters  are 
leaving  daily  for  the  Delaware  and  Maryland  ports,  loaded  with  gen¬ 
eral  merchandise  designed  undoubtedly  for  the  use  of  parties  on  the 
Wrginia  side,  but,  of  course,  affording  no  such  evidence  of  that  purpose 
as  to  warrant  me  in  detaining  them. 

I  have  already  twice  communicated  to  you  the  reliable  evidence  of 
the  inefficiency  of  the  blockade  on  the  coast  of  North  Carolina  which 
circumstances  have  brought  to  my  knowledge.  Late  events  fully  sub¬ 
stantiate  that  information.  And  not  only  is  the  trade  with  the  Bermu¬ 
das  by  means  of  British  vessels  uninterrupted,  but  I  have  ample  reason 
to  suppose  that  some  of  our  own  vessels  are  concerned  in  it.  It  is  cur¬ 
rently  reported  that  a  schooner  lately  left  Greenport  (near  Sag  Har¬ 
bor)  [N.  Y.],  bound  direct  for  Ocracoke  with  a  general  cargo.  Certain 
it  is  that  she  sought  to  obtain  a  pilot  because  of  his  knowledge  of  the 
Carolina  coast. 

The  most  obvious  remedy  for  this  state  of  things  is  evidently  to  be 
found  in  an  increased  watchfulness  upon  the  land  and  water  boundaries 
of  disloyal  States.  A  few  light-draft  vessels,  to  run  into  the  inlets  and 
watch  the  coast  from  the  Delaware  Bay  to  the  South,  would  be  of  great 
service.  And  I  do  not  doubt  that  a  regulation  which  would  require  all 
shippers,  owners,  or  consignees  of  goods  by  vessels  asking  permits  for 
a  coastwise  voyage  to  file  a  sworn  manifest  of  their  shipments  would 
do  very  much  to  check  the  violations  of  the  blockade.  Such  a  regula 
tion,  however,  it  may  not  be  possible  to  enforce. 

I  communicate  these  matters  to  you  because  I  deem  it  important  that 
the  Government  should  be  informed  of  the  facts.  Whatever  course 
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may  seem  to  promise  the  most  effective  remedy  will,  I  trust,  be  imme¬ 
diately  adopted. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hiram  Barney, 

Collector. 

Hon.  S.  P.  Chase, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  CT.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Confidential.]  Navy-  Department,  August  13, 1861. 

Sir:  If  the  Harriet  Lane  is  within  call  send  her  without  delay  to 
report  to  Captain  Craven  at  Aquia  Creek,  Potomac  River.  If  this 
vessel  is  away,  send  some  other  steamer  of  9  to  13  feet  draft. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 


Flag- Officer  S.  H.  Stringham,  Etc. 


Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  String¬ 
ham,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regard¬ 
ing  the  expedition  to  Hatter  as  Inlet ,  North  Carolina. 

Confidential.]  Navy  Department,  August  13, 1861. 

Sir:  Commander  Stellwagen  leaves  to-day  with  the  vessels  agreed 
upon,  and  an  order  from  General  Scott  to  furnish  you  with  a  force  to 
cooperate  in  carrying  the  batteries  at  the  inlet. 

Yery  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  V.  Pox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham,  Etc. 


Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  String¬ 
ham,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  trans¬ 
mitting  statement  regarding  the  defenses  of  Hatter  as ,  Ocracoke,  and 
Oregon  inlets ,  North  Carolina. 

Confidential.]  Navy  Department,  August  13,  1861. 

Sir:  The  enclosed  communication,  dated  New  York,  August  12,  is 
just  received,  and  for  want  of  time  to  make  copies  the  originals  are 
herewith  forwarded  for  your  information,  which  you  will  be  pleased  to 
return  to  this  Department  at  your  leisure. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham,  Etc. 


[Enclosure.] 

New  York,  August  12,  1861. 

Sir  :  The  undersigned,  a  committee  of  the  New  York  Board  of  Under¬ 
writers,  beg  leave  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  statement  made  by 
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Captains  Campbell  and  Penny  in  reference  to  Hatteras,  Oracoke,  and 
Oregon  inlets,  on  the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  and  the  fortifications 
recently  constructed,  or  in  process  of  construction  at  those  places.  The 
statement  is  believed  to  be  reliable  and  is  forwarded  in  the  hope  that 
it  may  prove  serviceable  to  the  Government  if  it  has  not  already  been 
placed  in  possession  of  similar  information.  In  view  of  the  large  num¬ 
ber  of  vessels  with  valuable  cargoes,  which,  in  the  usual  course  of  nav 
igation,  pass  in  the  vicinity  of  Cape  Hatteras,  it  is  greatly  to  be  desired 
that  immediate  steps  be  taken  by  the  Government  to  prevent,  as  far  as 
possible,  any  further  captures  by  the  pirates  who  sally  out  from  those 
inlets. 

Yery  respectfully,  etc., 

Dan’l  Drake  Smith, 
Leopold  Bierwirth, 

Wm.  C.  Thompson, 

Committee. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy ,  Washington. 


[Subenclosure.l 


Statement  in  reference  to  Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  and  the  fortifications  erected  there 
ly  the  rebels,  also  at  Oregon  Inlet  and  Ocracoke  Inlet,  and  of  affairs  at  New  Berne,  N.  C., 
made  by  Captains  Penny  and  Campbell . 

Daniel  A.  Campbell,  of  Damariscotta,  Me.,  aged  30  years,  master 
of  the  brig  Lydia  Francis,  while  on  a  voyage  from  Cuba  to  New  York 
with  a  cargo  of  sugar,  was  wrecked  at  Hatteras  Cove  on  the  6th  of 
May;  was  made  a  prisoner  on  the  12th  of  May  and  taken  to  Port  Hat¬ 
teras,  so  called,  at  Hatteras  Inlet,  where  he  was  detained  until  the  19th 
of  July;  thence  taken  to  New  Berne  and  Raleigh,  returning  via  Ocra¬ 
coke  and  Hatteras  Inlet;  thence  back  to  New  Berne,  from  which  place, 
being  released,  he  returned  via  Oregon  Inlet  in  a  small  boat,  and  was 
picked  up  by  the  IT.  S.  S.  Quaker  City  and  taken  to  Hampton  Roads. 

Henry  W.  Penny,  of  Greenport,  Suffolk  County,  N.  Y.,  aged  33 
years,  master  of  the  bark  Linwood,  while  on  a  voyage  from  Rio  de 
Janeiro  to  New  York  with  a  cargo  of  coffee,  was  wrecked  about  6  miles 
north  of  Hatteras  Inlet  on  the  16th  of  July.  On  the  17tli  was  made  a 
prisoner  and  taken  to  Fort  Hatteras.  Left  there  on  the  19th  for  New 
Berne  and  Raleigh.  Remained  at  New  Berne  about  a  week,  and  left 
there  on  the  31st  July,  in  company  with  Captain  Campbell,  2  other 
masters,  4  mates,  and  2  boys  from  vessels  which  had  been  captured  by 
the  rebels,  and  proceeded  in  an  open  boat,  which  he  had  purchased,  via 
Oregon  Inlet  as  above. 

Hatteras  Inlet. — There  is  no  light  here.  The  iron  can  buoys  which 
marked  the  channel  have  been  sunk.  The  chaunel  is  over  200  yards  in 
width,  and  vessels  drawing  15  to  16  feet  can  pass  through  it  and  for  a 
distance  of  about  1  mile  into  Pamlico  Sound,  where  they  meet  a  swash 
upon  which  at  high  water  there  is  a  depth  of  about  8  to  9  feet,  and  over 
which  large  vessels  have  to  lighten  their  cargoes. 

Saw  vessels  of  100  to  150  tons  beat  out  through  the  inlet.  Large 
vessels  could  only  work  in  and  out  with  a  free  wind,  unless  towed  by  a 
steam  tug.  While  there  saw  as  many  as  50  vessels  pass  in  through  the 
inlet  (9  of  them  prizes)  and  as  many  go  out,  some  bound  to  Liverpool 
and  Halifax  [Nova  Scotia),  and  the  larger  number  reported  bound  to 
the  West  Indies,  loaded  with  naval  stores,  rice,  lumber,  etc. 
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Tli si  6  are  4  armed  \essels  stationed  tliere  which  go  out  to  make  prizes 
of  vessels  passing  along  tlie  coast: 

!•  The  steamer  Warren  Winslow,  of  Norfolk,  commanded  by  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Crossan,  wlio  is  said  to  have  belonged  formerly  to  the  IT.  S. 
Navy.  This  vessel  came  from  Norfolk  through  the  canal  into  Pamlico 
Sound.  Armament,  1  32-pounder  and  1  smaller  rifled  gun. 

2.  The  steamer  Gordon  (believed  to  be),  of  Charleston;  3  guns. 

3.  The  steamer  Marion  [Mariner?]'  8-pounders. 

4.  The  pilot  boat  York;  1  rifled  gun,  8-pounder. 

Fortifications  at  Hatteras  Inlet: 

1.  On  the  right-hand  side  entering  the  inlet,  and  near  the  western 
point  of  the  strip  of  land  or  beach,  is  an  octagon-shaped  fort,  which 
completely  commands  the  channel.  The  wall  or  embankment  is  built 
of  sand,  covered  with  turf.  It  is  about  5  feet  high,  about  25  feet  wide 
on  the  top,  and  sloping  on  the  outer  side  at  an  angle  of  about  45 
degrees.  On  the  inner  side  the  wall  or  embankment  is  perpendicular, 
and  is  formed  of  pieces  of  turf  about  2  feet  square  and  8  inches  thick, 
piled  upon  each  other.  This  turf  was  brought  from  a  place  in  the 
center  of  the  beach  about  2  miles  distant.  On  the  19th  of  July  they 
had  8  guns  mounted,  viz,  2  64-pounders  and  6  32-pounders.  Two  were 
on  pivots,  6  on  ordinary  ship  gun  carriages.  They  intended  to  mount 
12  more,  making  20  in  all.  In  the  center  of  the  fort  there  is  a  bomb¬ 
proof  tent  about  100  yards  long,  and  the  covered  way  is  about  12  feet 
wide  and  6  feet  high,  built  of  timber  and  plank.  The  sides  are  covered 
with  sand  about  10  feet  in  thickness,  sloping  out  at  an  angle  of  45 
degrees,  and  the  top  with  sand  about  5  feet  in  depth,  the  whole  being 
covered  with  turf. 

2.  Shortly  before  the  19th  of  July  they  commenced  building  a  second 
fort,  situated  about  1  mile  to  the  eastward  of  the  other,  on  the  seaward 
side  of  the  beach.  In  form  it  is  like  the  other,  constructed  in  the  same 
manner,  but  only  about  half  as  large;  at  that  time  they  had  4  guns 
mouuted,  and  intended  to  mount  8  more,  making  12  in  all.  Both.forts 
were  constructed,  or  constructing,  under  the  supervision  of  Colonel 
Thompson,  said  to  have  been  formerly  in  the  U.  S.  Army.  The  laborers 
employed  were  about  180  negroes,  said  to  be  free,  and  brought  from 
different  parts  of  the  State.  The  troops  stationed  there  at  the  time 
consisted  of  three  companies,  under  command  of  a  Major  Andrews. 
The  supply  of  ammunition  was  very  short.  They  had  only  about  100 
kegs  of  powder.  The  soldiers  on  guard  or  picket  duty  were  not  allowed 
to  carry  their  muskets  loaded,  but  carried  their  cartridges  in  their 
pockets,  not  being  provided  with  cartridge  boxes.  Water  is  obtained 
by  sinking  wells  in  the  sand  to  the  depth  of  5  or  6  feet.  Water«can  be 
had  in  this  way  in  many  places  on  the  beach.  It  is  not  very  good,  but 
answers.  They  brought  some  water  from  the  mainland.  In  calm, 
smooth  weather  they  extend  their  pickets  nearly  10  miles  up  the  beach; 
in  rough  weather,  about  [a]  mile. 

The  object  is  to  discover  or  prevent  a  landing.  The  bark  Linicood , 
drawing  15  feet  water,  stranded  about  400  feet  distant  from  the  beach. 
With  the  wind  offshore,  troops  could  be  landed  anywhere  along  the 
beach  without  the  use  of  surfboats  or  difficulty,  if  not  opposed  by  a 
force  on  the  land. 

The  beach  to  the  northeast  of  the  forts  along  the  water’s  edge  for  a 
width  of  about  300  feet  is  flat  and  hard,  but  would  be  to  some  distance, 
it  is  thought,  commanded  by  the  guns  of  the  smaller  fort.  The  center 
of  the  beach  is  higher,  its  surface  more  uneven,  composed  of  loose  sand, 
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and  troops  advancing  over  it  in  daylight  would  hardly  find  shelter 
within  the  range  of  the  guns  of  the  forts.  Vessels  drawing  over  20 
feet  can  approach  to  within  about  1  mile  of  the  torts. 

Ocracolce Inlet.— Captain  Campbell  states  that  on  Beacon  Island,  about 
4  miles  from  the  bar,  at  the  mouth  ot  the  inlet,  the  rebels  have  erected 
an  octagou-shaped  fortification;  and  at  that  place,  and  in  barracks  at 
Portsmouth,  on  the  beach,  on  the  south  side  of  the  inlet,  there  were 
reported  to  be  about  500  troops.  He  was  not  allowed  to  land  there. 

New  Berne. — After  their  return  from  Baleigli  to  New  Berne  they  were 
released  as  prisoners.  Captain  Penny  was  allowed  full  liberty  to  go 
about.  Saw  4  vessels  depart  loaded  with  rice,  which  had  been  brought 
up  from  Charleston  by  railroad.  They  were  reported  bound  for  the 
West  Indies.  Two  other  vessels,  loaded  with  spirits  turpentine,  sailed 
for  Halifax.  There  were  3  more  vessels  loading  when  he  left.  While 
he  was  at  New  Berne  4  vessels  were  brought  there  as  prizes,  2  schooners 
loaded  with  fruit,  and  2  brigs  reported  loaded  with  sugar  and  molasses. 
He  was  present  at  an  auction  sale  of  about  600  hogsheads  of  sugar, 
which  had  been  taken  from  prizes  previously  brought  there.  When  he 
left  there  were  12  vessels  lying  in  the  river  at  anchor,  all  of  which  were 
prizes.  The  light-boats  in  Pamlico  Sound  had  been  removed. 

Oregon  Inlet.— About  28  miles  north  of  Cape  Hattaras.  They  were 
detained  there  one  day.  Two  companies  of  soldiers  were  stationed 
there.  A  fort  was  in  process  of  construction  by  the  labor  of  about  150 
free  negroes.  Four  guns  were  mounted  on  the  seaward  side  at  the  time. 
It  was  intended  to  mount  more  guns.  Passed  out  the  inlet  at  about 
half  tide,  and  judged  there  were  about  7  feet  water  in  the  channel  way 
on  the  bar.  Inside  the  bar  the  depth  of  water  was  12  to  14  feet. 

Daniel  A.  Campbell  and  Henry  W.  Penny  jointly  declare  that  the 
foregoing  statement  of  facts  in  reference  to  Hatteras  Inlet  and  Oregon 
Inlet,  and  the  fortifications  and  other  matters  there,  is  true  and  correct, 
and  is  made  from  our  personal  observation  during  our  stay  at  those 
places ;  and  Daniel  A.  Campbell,  for  himself,  declares  that  the  statement 
in  reference  to  the  fortifications  at  Ocracoke  Inlet  is  true  and  correct, 
and  made  from  his  own  personal  observation ;  and  Henry  W.  Penny,  for 
himself,  declares  that  the  statement  of  affairs  at  New  Berne  is  true  and 
correct,  and  made  from  his  own  personal  observation. 

In  tertimony  whereof  we  have  hereunto  subscribed  our  names. 

Daniel  A.  Campbell. 

Note. — Captain  Penny  being  absent,  it  has  been  thought  advisable 
to  send  on  the  above  without  his  signature,  instead  of  delaying  one 
day  for  his  return. 

New  York,  August  12,  1861. 


Report  of  Flag  -  O  fleer  Stringham ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  the  U.  S.  S.  Union  and  some  fugitive 
slaves. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  August  14,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  arrival  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Union  yesterday  afternoon,  leaking  very  badly  iu  her  upper 
works  and  decks,  so  that  it  was  impossible  to  keep  her  free  the  night 
before  when  it  was  blowing  hard. 
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I  have  therefore  ordered  her  to  proceed  to  Baltimore  to  be  calked  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  to  return  to  this  point  with  all  dispatch,  as  her 
services  are  much  needed. 

I  enclose  copy  ot  report  of  the  officers  of  the  Union  in  reference  to 
qualifications,  etc. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  about  11  o’clock  of 
the  evening  of  August  12  there  came  alongside  the  Minnesota  in  a  small 
open  boat,  demanding  food  and  protection,  the  following  five  negroes, 
viz :  J  olm  Smith  and  Prophet  Washington,  the  property  of  Doctor  Tabb, 
of  Mathews,  Ya.,  and  Silas  Smith,  Iris  Grevins,  and  her  daughter  Cath¬ 
erine  (about  3  years  old),  the  property  of  Mrs.  Boy,  of  same  place. 
Also  by  the  reports  of  the  Mount  Vernon ,  Commander  O.  S.  Glisson 
dated  August  11  and  12,  I  have  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  pres¬ 
ence  on  that  vessel  (having  come  to  her  also  for  protection)  the  follow¬ 
ing  five  negroes:  Manuel  Blackwell,  Solomon  Blackwell,  and  Moses 
Marsh,  all  owned  by  William  K.  Lee,  of  Lancaster  County,  Ya. ;  also 
Henry  Burr,  owned  by  Elizabeth  Palmer,  and  Caxter  Braxton,  owned 
by  Bichardson  Slaughter,  both  of  Middlesex  County,  Ya. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter  directing  boats 
from  Boston,  per  Joseph  Whitney ,  steamer,  to  be  sent  to  Washington, 
which  will  be  done  by  the  steamer  Baltimore. 

I  herewith  enclose  orders  for  Midshipman  C.  E.  McKay,  he  liavin «• 
gone  to  New  York  with  a  prize  from  the  Wabash. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag- Officer ,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

H.  S.  S.  Union, 

At  Sea ,  August  9,  1861. 

Sir  :  The  undersigned  respectfully  submit  to  you  the  following,  our 
estimate  of  this  vessel  as  to  efficiency,  seaworthiness,  and  safety: 

We  have  been  fortunate,  in  nearly  three  months’  outside  service,  not 
to  have  met  one  gale  of  wind;  nevertheless,  in  moderately  fresh  winds 
and  ordinary  seas,  we  have  been  forced  to  the  conviction  that  in  a  gale 
she  would  be  entirely  unmanageable.  Her  power  is  insufficient  to  make 
headway  against  a  gale,  or  even  to  keep  her  head  to  wind,  her  model 
so  defective  as  to  subject  her  to  extraordinary  wrenches  and  strains, 
and  she  now  leaks  unusually  for  so  new  a  vessel.  Both  her  original 
deck  and  her  heavy  sheathing  leak  badly.  She  has  neither  bearings 
forward  nor  aft  to  lift  her  over  the  most  ordinary  seas,  and  we  are  sat¬ 
isfied  would  be  swept  clean  in  a  sea  impelled  by  a  good  gale,  in  which 
case  her  whole  engine  and  fire  room  would  inevitably  be  Hooded,  and 
a  repetition  of  such  disaster,  on  a  smaller  scale,  as  the  Central  America 
and  San  Francisco  would  instruct  the  public.  In  royal  breezes  and 
toppling  seas  our  endeavors  to  drill  at  great  guns  have  been  balked  by 
the  guns  and  carriages  tipping,  rendering  it  necessary  for  the  crews  to 
mount  the  breeches  to  keep  them  down.  To  fire  them  would  be  simply 
impossible,  or  more  destructive  to  ourselves  than  to  the  enemy. 

Our  boats  are  worthless  as  seaboats,  and  we  have  no  sails  upon 
which  we  could  depend  in  case  of  the  simplest  momentary  accident  to 
the  machinery. 
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As  to  the  minor  point  of  personal  comfort,  neither  officers  nor  men 
have  experienced  anything  but  discomfort.  Our  apartments  and  the 
berth  denk  are  afloat  in  rain  showers.  The  extraordinary  pressure  fox 
vessels  has  heretofore  caused  us  to  desist  from  any  complaints  or  rep¬ 
resentations  as  to  the  condition  of  the  vessel,  but  believing  that  good 
seaboats  could  now  be  sent  to  this  most  exposed  point,  Cape  Hatteras, 
our  present  cruising  ground,  we  feel  it  our  duty  to  submit  the  above. 

Very  respectfully,  p  &  watmough, 

Acting  Lieutenant  and  Executive. 

G.  B.  White, 

Master. 

T.  H.  Gifford, 

Acting  Master. 

Wm.  H.  King, 

Acting  Chief  Engineer. 

B.  B.  Naylor, 

Coast  Pilot. 

W.  F.  Stewart, 

Midshipman. 

E.  S.  Whelen,  Jr., 

Acting  Paymaster. 

Geo.  C.  Harlan, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon. 

Flag-Officer  Silas  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  transmitting  an 
order  relative  to  the  expedition  against  the  batteries  on  Hatteras  Inlet, 
North  Carolina. 

Confidential.]  Navy  Department,  August  14, 1861. 

Sir  :  Commander  Davis  proceeds  to  Hampton  Roads  to  deliver  to  you 
a  copy  of  the  order  to  General  Wool,  which  will  meet  him  on  his  arrival 
at  Fortress  Monroe;  also  to  confer  with  you  relative  to  the  movements 
of  the  enemy  in  this  vicinity  and  the  necessity  of  any  other  vessel  off 
the  Rappahannock. 

Yery  respectfully,  Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

Headquarters  of  the  Army,  August  13, 1861. 
Sir  :  The  General  in  Chief  directs  that  after  consultation  with  Com¬ 
modore  Stringham,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  you  prepare  a  sufficient  detachment  to 
accompany  an  expedition,  under  Commander  Stellwagen,  against  some 
batteries  on  Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina.  It  is  desirable  that  a 
portion  of  the  detachment  fixed  by  your  judgment  should  be  regulars, 
and  the  remainder,  as  far  as  possible,  selected  volunteers.  The  detach¬ 
ment  will  return  to  Fort  Monroe  after  the  expedition. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  Townsend, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
Major-General  John  E.  Wool,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding ,  etc.,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. 
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Report  of  Flag- Ojficer  String  ham,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron ,  recommending  an  increased  number  of  midship¬ 
men  on  the  vessels  of  his  command. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads ,  August  15,  1861. 

Sir  :  Having  passed  through  the  War  of  “12”  [1812],  and  with  some 
experience  since,  I  can  not  but  contrast  the  efficiency  of  vessels  of  the 
present  with  those  of  a  former  date,  not  unfavorable  to  the  latter,  and 
especially  remarking  the  great  deficiency  in  younger  officers  in  ships  of 
all  grades  now,  think  their  absence  highly  prejudicial. 

The  44  gun  frigates  of  not  more  than  half  our  size  had  from  24  to  28 
midshipmen,  and  I  am  sure  I  make  no  unreasonable  request  when  I  ask 
lor  14  or  16  for  this  ship  and  recommend  an  increase  to  other  ships.  I 
am  certain  it  would  very  much  increase  the  usefulness  and  elevate  the 
spiiit  and  confidence  ot  our  crews  to  have  more  of  these  young  and 
spirited  officers  distributed  among  them,  on  deck  and  at  quarters, 
besides  having  an  officer  always  ready  to  go  away  in  boats.  Now, 
owing  to  the  extreme  scarceness  of  inferior  officers,  coxswains  have  to 
be  sometimes  called  on. 

I  can  not  but  most  respectfully  protest  against  the  frequent  chang¬ 
ing  of  officers,  which  also  interferes  with  efficiency  of  ships  and  crews. 
It  requires  time  for  officers  and  men  to  know  each  other  and  acquire 
mutual  confidence,  and  frequent  changes  only  tend  to  disorganize  and 
discourage. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham:, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringliam,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  a  vessel  for  Aquia  Creek. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads ,  August  15,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter  of  August 
13,  with  instructions  to  send  the  Harriet  Lane  to  Aquia  Creek.  She  has 
gone  to  Savannah,  as  I  have  already  informed  the  Department. 

The  Penguin  arrived  this  morning.  When  she  coals  I  will  send  her 
up,  as  her  commander,  J.  W.  Livingston,  reports  her  unfit  for  outside 
cruising.  If,  however,  the  Louisiana  arrives  before  the  Penguin  coals, 
I  will  send  her. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer ,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  relative  to  the  steamer  Quaker  City,  and  call¬ 
ing  attention  to  the  case  of  Lieutenant  Worden,  JJ.  S.  Navy. 

IJ.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  August  15,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  charter  of 
the  steamer  Quaker  City  expires  on  the  25th  August.  I  can  not  but 
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speak  in  high  terms  of  this  ship  for  the  efficient 'services  she  has 
rendered,  and  should  hardly  know  how  to  spare  her  frcmi  tl ^  japes 
of  Virginia.  I  have  certainly  nothing  to  supply  her  place  with  < 

PrAlTdw  me  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  again  to  the  case 
of  Lieutenant  Worden,  imprisoned  at  Montgomery.  I  see  hy  t  e 
papers,  and  I  hope  it  is  correct,  that  the  Government  lias  taken  the 
late  minister  at  Paris,  [Charles  J.]  Faulkner,  of  Virginia.  Ido  hope >  if 
any  exchange  of  prisoners  is  consented  to  by  the  Government,  Lieuten 
ant  Worden  will  not  be  forgotten. 

Respectfully,  your  obedieut  servaut,  g  &  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer ,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron ,  acknowledging  receipt  of  the  order  regarding  the 
expedition  to  Hatter  as  Inlet. 

1  U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads ,  August  15,  1861. 

Sir-  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
August  14,  which  was  delivered  to  me  by  Captain  Davis,  with  certihed 
copy  of  order  for  General  J.  E.  Wool,  dated  “  Headquarters  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  August  13',  1801,”  therein  contained. 

I  shall  be  happy  to  confer  and  cooperate  with  General  Wool  on  his 

arrival  and  aid  him  as  far  as  in  my  power. 

I  have  also  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  communication  contain- 
ing  originals  relative  to  batteries  at  Hatteras,  Ocracoke?  and  C  legon 
infets,  which  I  have  copied  and  now  return  as  requested. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  West  India 

Squadron,  to  Captain  Faunce,  U.  S.  Revenue  Marine,  commanding  IT.  S. 

S.  Harriet  Lane ,  regarding  the  whereabouts  of  U.  S.  ship  St.  Lawrence. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Roanoke, 

Off  Charleston,  S.  C.,  August  15,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  regret  that  I  had  not  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  on  board  this 
morning. 

As  regards  the  information  you  desire,  I  have'to  say  that  the  St.  Law¬ 
rence  is  either  10  miles  from  Tybee  light,  off  Savannah,  or  the  mouth  of 
St.  John’s  River,  off  Fernandina,  Fla.  I  have  no  direct  information  of 
her  whereabouts.  With  regard  to  supplying  you  with  coal,  I  do  not 
think  it  will  be  in  my  power  to  do  so,  as  we  are  short,  and  I  have 
received  no  orders  to  return  to  Hampton  Roads.  The  Wabash  may 
have  it  in  her  power  to  do  so. 

Very  respectfully,  G.  J.  Pendergrast, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 

Captain  Faunce, 

U.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane. 
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Report  of  Flag- Officer  Stringham ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  transmitting  a  communication  from  Commander 
Hickley,  R.  N.,  commanding  H.  B.  M.  8.  Gladiator,  regarding  the  open 
state  of  the  blockade  of  North  Carolina ,  and  a  report  from  Commander 
Livingston,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Penguin,  of  the  cruise  of 
that  vessel  and  destruction  of  the  blockade  runner  Louisa, 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  August  16, 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copy  of  a  letter  (placed  on  board 
the  steamer  Quaker  City  at  Cape  Henry  yesterday)  from  H.  D.  Hickley, 
commander  of  H.  B.  M.  S.  Gladiator,  now  on  his  way  to  New  York. 

Also  copy  of  report  of  Commander  J.  W.  Livingston,  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Penguin. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer ,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 

[Enclosures.] 

H.  B.  M.  S.  Gladiator, 

Off  Gape  Henry ,  August  15,  1861. 

Sir.:  I  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  represent  to  you  the  open  state 
of  the  blockade  of  the  inlet  and  ports  undermentioned  off  the  coast  of 
North  Carolina: 

Entrances  to  Cape  Fear  River  and  port  of  Wilmington;  port  of  Beau¬ 
fort;  Ocracoke  Inlet  to  Pamlico  Sound. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

H.  D.  Hickley, 

Commander  H.  [/>’.]  M.  8.  Gladiator. 

Flag-Officer  Silas  H.  Stringham, 

U.  8.  Frigate  Minnesota, 


U.  S.  S.  Penguin, 

Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia ,  August  15,  1861. 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  your  instructions  of  the  30th  ultimo,  I  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  River  to  blockade  that  neighborhood. 

At  midnight  of  the  31st  I  spoke  IT.  S.  ship  Savannah  north  of  Hat- 
teras,  and  next  day  changed  signals  with  U.  S.  S.  Union  south  ot 
Hatteras. 

On  my  arrival  at  Cape  Fear  I  anchored  at  the  south  channel,  visited 
both  channels  alternately,  and  cruised  about  the  shoals  with  a  view  to 
intercept  vessels  and  maintain  the  blockade  to  the  best  advantage. 

On  the  4th  instant  boarded  brig  Sarah  Starr  and  schooner  Mary 
Alice ,  prizes  to  IJ.  S.  S.  Wabash,  with  prize  crew  on  board  and  bound 
to  New  York. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th  instant  discovered  an  open  boat,  contain¬ 
ing  four  negroes,  with  a  white  dag  dying  on  a  staff,  and  pulling  for  the 
ship.  I  took  them  on  board;  found  them  intelligent;  they  gave  me 
useful  information ;  one  of  them  informed  me  that  he  bad  been  as  pilot 
to  the  steam  tug  Uncle  Ben  on  the  river,  that  he  had  heard  her  captain 
(Price)  say  that  he  had  determined  to  arm  lier  and  the  steamer  North 
Carolina,  another  propeller  vessel  on  the  river,  and  go  out  to  capture 
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this  vessel.  I  notice  the  above  daily  engaged  at  some  business  at  the 
fort,  and  also  a  steamer  making  daily  trips  upon  the  river.  These  men 
also  informed  me  that  there  were  two  privateers  at  Beaufort.  Ihey 
had  heard  the  white  people  state  that  it  was  the  best  place,  as  there 
was  no  blockade  there.  I  learned  the  names  of  the  privateers  to  be 
the  Mariner  and  Gordon ,  steamers.  The  latter  was  a  trader  between 
Charleston  and  Wilmington,  but  had  lately  gone  to  Beaufort. 

On  the  10th  instant  fell  in  with  and  spoke  H.  B.  M.  S.  Gladiator ,  oil 
the  point  of  the  shoals.  Her  commander  put  sundry  questions  to  me 
in  relation  to  the  blockade. 

I  presume  it  is  unnecessary  to  inform  you  that  it  requires  two  vessels 
to  effectually  blockade  Cape  Fear.  It  has  two  mouths.  To  reach  one 
from  the  other  a  cruise  of  40  miles  is  necessary,  and  the  enemy  always 
hoisted  a  flag  on  the  light-house  to  indicate  which  side  the  blockading 
vessel  may  be,  and  making  signal  lights  at  night.  I  can  not  learn  that 
any  vessels  have  succeeded  in  getting  in  or  out  during  my  stay  there. 
I  endeavored  to  deceive  them  by  running  at  night  and  concealing  my 
position.  On  the  morning  of  the  11th  instant  I  discovered  a  schooner 
standing  over  the  south  side  of  the  shoal,  apparently  endeavoring  to 
reach  the  river.  I  gave  chase,  he  having  a  leading  wind  and  as  much 
as  he  could  carry,  too;  after  a  pursuit  of  five  or  six  hours,  came  near 
enough  to  make  it  doubtful  to  him  if  he  could  reach  the  channel;  he 
therefore  attempted  another  channel,  but  ran  upon  a  reef  near  the  light¬ 
house,  distant  about  3  miles  from  the  fort,  and  just  within  reach  of  my 
guns.  He  soon  keeled  over,  filled  with  water — the  sea  running  high — 
and  became  a  wreck,  vessel  and  cargo,  the  sea  making  a  complete 
breach  over  her. 

The.negro  pilot  above  mentioned  informed  me  that  he  knew  the  ves¬ 
sel  well;  that  she  is  the  schooner  Louisa ,  of  Wilmington,  about  200 
tons  burden;  sailed  from  Wilmington  a  few  weeks  since  with  lumber 
for  one  of  the  West  India  islands,  and  was  to  have  brought  in  return 
a  load  of  coffee. 

On  the  12th  instant,  my  coal  running  low,  the  engineer  reporting 
about  four  days’  coal  supply  on  board,  and  the  weather  showing  signs 
of  change,  I  thought  prudent  to  ret  uni  to  this  port. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Livingston, 
Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Penguin. 

Flag  Officer  Silas  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Commander  Livingston ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 

Penguin ,  regarding  the  condition  of  that  vessel. 

FT.  S.  S.  Penguin, 
Hampton  Roads,  August  16,  1861. 

Sir:  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  of  the  condition  of  this  vessel, 
having  been  in  command  of  her  since  June  last,  ou  river  and  sea  duty. 
Her  engineer  reported  as  follows,  viz:  Her  boiler  requires  bracing  fore 
and  aft;  it  has  already  started  2  inches.  Bock  shaft  wants  length¬ 
ening  to  give  it  another  bearing  to  support  it.  The  cut-off  eccentrics 
want  keying  on  the  shaft,  in  place  of  the  set  screws  which  now  hold 
them.  Her  battery  is  all  in  her  bow,  consequently  she  must  always  be 
kept  in  a  certain  position  to  be  effective,  and  might  easily  be  taken  at 
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anchor  over  lier  stern  or  quarter,  where  she  should  at  least  have  one 
32-pounder  gun  on  each  quarter  and  a  light  rifled  gun  [on]  her  poop 
deck.  She  bears  her  armament  very  well  forward  in  smooth  weather, 
but  in  a  seaway  the  length  and  weight  of  metal  outside  when  the  guns 
are  run  out  cause  them  to  leap,  guns  and  carriages,  seaward  in  a  fearful 
manner,  independent  of  train  tackle,  so  as  to  be  almost  uncontrollable 
and  useless.  Her  hull  seems  in  good  condition  up  to  her  gun  deck,  and 
sufficiently  heavy ;  but  all  above,  including  her  upper-deck  joiner- work, 
only  intended  to  protect  cargo  from  rain,  is  light,  leaky,  and  insecure, 
and  will  inevitably  be  [swept]  away  in  gales  at  sea.  Her  numerous 
hatches  render  her  iires  liable  to  be  extinguished.  Her  stern  frame 
and  deadwood  is  very  light  and  insufficient  to  protect  her  from  the 
seas  in  her  squatting,  which  is  great  and  throw  her  propeller  out  of 
water.  Her  light  sails  and  spars  are  too  light  for  service  in  moderate 
weather;  her  storm  sails  are  well,  but  are  not  secured  in  a  proper  man¬ 
ner  ;  her  stays  are  too  light  and  the  bolts  are  secured  into  light  carlines, 
which  must  give  way  when  the  strain  is  brought  on  them;  the  stays 
have  already  fallen  about  our  heads.  To  conclude,  she  will  answer  well, 
in  my  opinion,  for  river  service,  and  may  be  made  to  answer  for  tolera¬ 
ble  sea  service,  but  should  have  something  to  depend  upon  when  her 
engines  stop  or  fail  in  tight  places. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Livingston, 
Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Penguin. 

Flag-Officer  Silas  H.  Stringiiam, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


[First  endorsement.] 

I  recommend  that  the  Penguin  go  to  Philadelphia  for  repairs  and  a 
prox>er  adjustment  of  her  battery,  and  that  a  lieutenant  be  appointed  to 
the  command  in  place  of  Commander  Livingston,  whose  services  will  be 
required  for  a  larger  vessel. 

H.  Paulding. 


[Second  endorsement.] 


USTot  at  present. 
Potomac  Flotilla. 


The  Penguin  has  been  ordered  to  operate  in  the 

[G.  Welles?] 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Wavy  to  Flag-  Officer  Stringiiam,  IT.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  distribu¬ 
tion  of  regular  officers  of  the  Navy. 

Navy  Department,  August  16 , 1861. 
Sir:  Tour  dispatches  of  yesterday  received.  The  Union  might  be 
employed  in  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake  until  ether  vessels  will  ena¬ 
ble  the  Department  to  dispense  with  her  services.  Congress  not  having 
authorized  the  appointment  of  midshipmen  other  than  filling  the  few 
vacancies  North,  none  of  that  class  can  be  given  to  you,  but  all  the 
master’s  mates  or  acting  masters  you  require  will  be  ordered.  As  the 
naval  vessels  increase,  regular  officers  of  the  Navy  must  be  withdrawn 
from  our  large  ships,  leaving  a  skeleton  naval  organization  on  board. 
The  alternative  of  this  is  to  create  a  navy  at  once  from  the  merchant 
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service  without  the  naval  element.  The  Department  has  purchased  the 
steamer  Quaker  City  and  will  inform  you  of  the  day  on  which  the  charter 
ceases. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  Stringham ,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  forwarding  infor¬ 
mation  regarding  the  loading  of  the  ship  Alliance  at  St.  John ,  Neic 
Brunswick,  for  Charleston,  S.  C. 


Navy  Department,  August  16,  1861. 
Sir  :  The  following  is  an  extract  of  a  letter  received  at  this  Depart¬ 
ment  to  which  your  attention  is  called : 


The  ship  Alliance,  belonging  to  Charleston,  S.  C.,  is  now  loading  at  St.  John, 
New  Brunswick,  for  Charleston.  A  great  part  of  her  cargo  is  taken  to  her  by  the 
steamers  from  Boston.  She  flies  the  Palmetto  flag  at  her  masthead,  and  it  is  said 
has  partly  changed  hands,  British  subjects  being  the  purchasers.  She  is  nearly 
ready.  I  have  the  above  facts  from  the  agent  of  the  steamer  New  York,  which  plies 
between  St.  John  and  Boston. 


I  am,  very  respectfully,  etc., 


Gideon  Welles. 


Flag-Officei  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 

Blockading  Squadron,  transmitting  report  regarding  capture  of  the 

schooner  Albion,  August  16,  1861. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Augiist  24,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  arrival  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Fawnee. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  report  of  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast  in  reference  to 
the  schooner  Albion,  brought  to  this  point  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Seminole.  In 
compliance  with  the  orders  of  the  Department  I  yesterday  forwarded 
the  9  prisoners — 5  of  pirate  Dixie  and  4  of  pirate  York — to  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Martin  Burke,  commanding  Fort  Lafayette.  They  went  in  the 
steamer  City  of  New  York,  under  charge  of  Acting  Master  B.  O.  Pat¬ 
terson,  U.  S.  Navy. 

In  forwarding  the  resignation  of  Midshipman  A.  D.  Wharton,  I  can 
not  but  hope  all  such  persons  may  be  restrained  from  going  back  to 
the  rebellious  States,  carrying  with  them  the  information  they  are  able 
to  give  and  soon  to  take  arms  against  the  Government  they  are  sworn  to 
defend. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockadino  Fma'dron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 
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[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  Roanoke, 

Off  Charleston ,  S.  C .,  August  19,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  the  papers  belonging  to  the 
British  schooner  Albion  captured  off  this  place,  accompanied  by  a  letter 
giving  the  particulars. 

Hie  address  of  the  letter  I  have  left  blank,  so  that  you  may  send  it 
to  whatever  court  or  district  attorney  yon  may  deem  proper. 

The  schooner  1  shall  send  to  Hampton  Roads  in  charge  of  a  prize 
crew  in  tow  of  the  Seminole ,  which  vessel  I  send  to  Hampton  Roads 
for  the  purpose  of  replenishing  her  coal.  She  has  exhausted  all  here, 
and  I  find  it  necessary  to  supply  her  with  enough  to  take  her  to  Hamp¬ 
ton  Roads. 

It  is  desirable  that  a  steamer  carrying  more  coal  and  of  greater 
speed  should  be  sent  here  in  place  of  the  Seminole. 

You  will  please  have  the  four  prize  crews  sent  back  to  this  ship,  as 
their  accounts  are  here;  the  prize  master  is  attached  to  the  Seminole. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  Penpergrast, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 

Flag-Officer  Silas  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


[Subenelosure.] 


U.  S.  Flagship  Roanoke, 

Off  Charleston,  S.  C.,  August  19,  1861. 

Sir  :  Herewith  you  will  find  enclosed  the  papers  belonging  to  the 
British  schooner  Albion,  Captain  Silas  H.  Martin,  from  Cardenas,  Cuba, 
cleared  for  Yarmouth,  Nova  Scotia,  but  evidently  intended  to  enter 
Wilmington,  N.  C.  (as  will  be  seen  by  letter  No.  6),  from  which  port 
she  cleared  on  the  13th  day  of  July  with  a  cargo  of  spirits  of  turpen¬ 
tine  and  tobacco.  The  said  schooner  was  captured  on  the  evening  of 
the  16th  about  20  miles  from  Charleston  Bar  by  the  squadron  under 
my  command. 

The  Albion  was  built  in  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  in  the  year  1856  and  her 
name  was  Wingan;  she  was  bought  by  Neliemiah  Kelly  Clements,  of 
Yarmouth,  Nova  Scotia,  at  Charleston,  S.  C.,  on  the  10th  day  of  July, 
1861  (Charleston  was  blockaded  in  June,  1861).  There  is  also  a  certifi¬ 
cate  from  the  British  vice-consul  stating  that  on  the  13th  day  of  July, 
1861,  there  was  no  custom-house  of  the  United  States  in  the  port  of 
Wilmington,  N.  C.,  the  same  having  been  closed  by  State  authority  and 
not  reopened  by  order  of  the  U.  S.  Government  and  also  up  to  the 
same  date  the  port  of  Wilmington  had  not  been  blockaded,  except  by 
proclamation,  by  any  force  of  the  United  States. 

The  Roanoke  was  off'  Wilmington  July  12  and  13  at  anchor,  but 
issued  no  notification  of  a  blockade.  Subsequently  the  U.  S.  S.  Daylight 
was  there,  and  I  learn  issued  a  notification. 

The  prize  master  of  the  schooner  will  be  able  to  give  any  information 
in  regards  to  her  capture  that  the  court  may  desire. 

Yery  respectfully, 


G.  J.  Pendergrast, 


Flag- Officer,  Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Flag- Officer  Pender grast,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  West  India 

Squadron,  urging  that  the  British  consul  at  Charleston  he  restrained 
from  issuing  to  vessels  provisional  certificates  of  ownership. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Roanoke, 

Off  Charleston,  S.  C\,  August  19,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  perceive  by  looking  over  the  papers  belonging;  to  the 
British  prize  schooner  Albion,  captured  while  hovering  about  this  poit, 
that  the  British  consul  for  North  and  South  Carolina  is  countenancing 
the  transfer  of  American  vessels  and  issuing  provisional  certificates  oi 

My  opinion  is  that  this  business  is  destined  sooner  or  later  to  involve 
the  Governments  in  difficulty,  and  that  issuing  of  these  certificates  is 
only  for  the  purpose  of  covering  American  vessels  with  the  protection 
of  the  British  flag  and  by  that  means  avoid  the  operation  of  a  blockade 

to  some  extent.  , 

The  vessel  alluded  to  was  built  in  North  Carolina,  and  was  manned 
by  North  Carolinians  now  in  open  rebellion  against  the  Government  ot 
the  United  States.  I  think  it  would  be  well  if  those  in  authority  would 
do  something  at  this  time  to  prevent  it,  and  thereby  save  the  officers 
of  the  blockade  from  these  difficult  and  nice  questions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  Pendergrast, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  declaring  the  inliab 
Hants  oj  the  Southern  States  in  a  state  of  insurrection  and  forbid¬ 
ding  all  commercial  intercourse  with  the  same. 

Washington,  August  16,  1861. 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America.— A  proclamation. 

Whereas  on  the  15th  day  of  April  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
in  view  of  an  insurrection  against  the  laws,  Constitution,  and  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  of  the  United  States,  which  had  broken  out  within  the  States 
of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Florida,  Mississippi,  Louisiana, 
and  Texas,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled  “An 
act  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the 
Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions,  and  to  repeal  the 
act  now  in  force  for  that  purpose,”  approved  February  28, 1795,  did  call 
forth  the  militia  to  suppress  said  insurrection  and  cause  the  laws  of  the 
Union  to  be  duly  executed,  and  the  insurgents  have  failed  to  disperse 
by  the  time  directed  by  the  President;  and 

Whereas  such  insurrection  has  since  broken  out  and  yet  exists  within 
the  States  of  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  Arkansas;  and 
Whereas  the  insurgents  in  all  the  said  States  claim  to  act  under 
authority  thereof,  and  such  claim  is  not  disclaimed  or  repudiated  by 
the  persons  exercising  the  functions  of  government  in  such  States,  or 
in  the  part  or  parts  thereof,  in  which  combinations  exist,  nor  has  such 
insurrection  been  suppressed  by  said  States: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States, 
in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  July  13,  1861,  do  hereby 
declare  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  States  of  Georgia,  South  Caro¬ 
lina,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Alabama,  Louisiana,  Texas, 
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Arkansas,  Mississippi,  and  Florida  (except  the  inhabitants  of  that  part 
of  the  State  of  Virginia  lying’  west  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  and  of 
such  other  parts  of  that  State  and  the  other  States  hereinbefore  named 
as  may  maintain  a  loyal  adhesion  to  the  Union  and  the  Constitution,  or 
may  be  from  time  to  time  occupied  and  controlled  by  the  forces  engaged 
in  the  dispersion  of  said  insurgents)  are  in  a  state  of  insurrection  against 
the  United  States,  and  that  all  commercial  intercourse  between  the  same 
and  the  inhabitants  thereof,  with  the  exceptions  aforesaid,  and  the  cit¬ 
izens  of  other  States  and  other  parts  of  the  United  States  is  unlawful 
and  will  remain  unlawful  until  such  insurrection  shall  cease  or  has  been 
suppressed ;  that  all  goods  and  chattels,  wares,  and  merchandise  coming 
from  any  of  said  States,  with  the  exceptions  aforesaid,  into  other  parts 
of  the  United  States  without  the  special  license  and  permission  of  the 
President,  through  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  proceeding  to  any 
of  said  States,  with  the  exceptions  aforesaid,  by  land  or  water,  together 
with  the  vessel  or  vehicle  conveying  the  same,  or  conveying  persons  to 
or  from  said  States,  with  said  exceptions,  shall  be  forfeited  to  the 
United  States;  and  that  from  and  after  fifteen  days  from  the  issuing 
of  this  proclamation  all  ships  aud  vessels  belonging  in  whole  or  in  part 
to  any  citizen  or  inhabitant  of  any  of  said  States,  with  said  exceptions, 
found  at  sea  or  in  any  port  of  the  United  States  will  be  forfeited  to  the 
United  States. 

And  I  hereby  enjoin  upon  all  district  attorneys,  marshals,  and  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  revenue  and  of  the  military  and  naval  forces  of  the  United 
States  to  be  vigilant  in  the  execution  of  said  act  and  in  the  enforce¬ 
ment  of  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  imposed  or  declared  by  it,  leaving 
any  party  who  may  think  himself  aggrieved  thereby  to  his  application 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  the  remission  of  any  penalty  or 
forfeiture  which  the  said  Secretary  is  authorized  by  law  to  grant,  if  in 
his  judgment  the  special  circumstances  of  any  case  shall  require  such 
remission. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  in  the  city  of  Washington  this  16th  day  of  August,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1861,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the 
eighty- sixth. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 


By  the  President : 

Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Report  of  Flag -  Officer  Stringham ,  U.  S.  Wavy,  commanding  Atlantic  Block- 
ading  Squadron ,  regarding  clothing  for  fugitive  slaves. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads ,  August  17 ,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  negroes  who, 
have  sought  our  protection  are  destitute  of  clothing.  Have  I  permis¬ 
sion  to  distribute  some  clothing  to  them  as  well  as  their  food  rations? 
They  are  employed  by  us. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Bloclcading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  . 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


92  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


% 

[Endorsement.] 


If  employed,  they  are  entitled  to  compensation, 
ing  could  be  furnished  them  in  payment. 


and  articles  of  cloth- 
[G.  W.] 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Block¬ 
ading  Squadron,  of  the  apparent  cessation  of  intercourse  between  the 
eastern  and  western  shores  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  August  19,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  m  report  the  return  to  this  point  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Louisiana ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  Murray,  from  a  cruise 
of  a  week  up  the  Chesapeake,  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Virginia  and 
outside  of  Cape  Charles. 

He  reports  nothing  of  great  importance,  but  from  the  absence  of 
schooners  and  other  bay  craft,  except  at  anchor  up  the  creeks,  and  from 
the  tone  of  loyalty  of  the  inhabitants  at  different  points  where  he 
stopped,  thinks  the  intercourse  by  water  from  that  shore  to  the  western 
is  nearly  stopped,  and  that  the  presence  of  a  single  steamer  will  be  all 
sufficient.  I  shall  continue  him  there,  after  I  have  used  this  vessel  on 
the  North  Carolina  coast  for  a  short  time. 

I  have  just  received  a  report  from  the  Louisiana ,  complaining  some 
of  her  engine. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  West  India 
Squadron,  regarding  movements  of  the  TJ.  S.  steamers  Iroquois  and  Har¬ 
riet  Lane. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Roanoke, 

Off  Charleston,  S.  C.,  August  19,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  theU.  S.  S.  Iroquois  arrived 
here  on  the  8th  instant  and  left  shortly  afterwards  to  take  up  her  posi¬ 
tion  off  Savannah. 

August  14,  the  U.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane  arrived  in  search  of  the  frigate 
St.  Lawrence,  but  did  not  sail  until  the  morning  of  the  16th,  owing  to 
the  bad  weather  at  that  time. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient-  servant, 

G.  J.  Pendergrast, 
Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  West  India 
Squadron,  regarding  request  of  British  consul  at  Charleston,  S.  C. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Roanoke, 

Off  Charleston,  S.  C.,  August  19,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  morning  of  the  14th 
instant  her  British  Majesty's  consul  came  oft’  under  a  flag  of  truce, 
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desiring  me  to  deliver  a  letter  from  liimself  addressed  to  Commander 
Lyons,  of  H.  B.  M.  steam  sloop  Racer ,  or  the  commander  of  any  of  her 
Majesty’s  vessels  of  war  off  Charleston;  also,  one  addressed  to  the 
master  of  the  British  ship  Palinurus,  from  Calcutta. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gf.  J.  Pendergrasx, 

West  India  Squadron. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  enjoining  greater  vigilance 
and  activity  in  the  suppression  of  commercial  intercourse  with  the  ports 
of  North  Carolina ,  and  regarding  closing  the  inlets  by  sinking  vessels 
filled  icith  stone. 

Navy  Department,  August  19,  1861. 
Sir:  Information  and  events  of  daily  occurrence  indicate  with  uner¬ 
ring  certainty  that  there  are  connected  schemes  to  carry  on  commercial 
intercourse  on  the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  and  particularly  with  Wil¬ 
mington  and  Beaufort.  As  no  proclamation  has  yet  been  issued  for 
closing  the  ports,  you  will  continue  to  guard  the  coast  with  the  force  at 
your  command  under  the  instructions  heretofore  given  in  the  nature  of 
a  blockade.  This  puts  us  somewhat  at  disadvantage,  but  the  greater 
vigilance  and  activity  must  be  exercised  by  our  squadrons. 

It  is  believed  that  the  well-devised  and  matured  plan  of  closing  the 
inlets  by  sinking  vessels  ballasted  with  stone  will  materially  aid  your 
operations. 

The  Department  has  been  at  no  small  labor  and  expense  in  this  matter, 
and  anticipates  it  will  have  your  assistance  in  carrying  it  into  successful 
effect.  But  this,  even  if  well  done,  will  not  alone  be  sufficient  to  inter¬ 
dict  communication  with  that  troublesome  coast.  There  must  be 
unceasing  vigilance  and  sleepless  watch  over  every  part  of  it,  and  ves¬ 
sels  in  addition  to  those  already  under  your  command  will  be  constantly 
added  to  your  squadron,  that  an  effectual  stop  maybe  put  to  the  fraud¬ 
ulent  schemes  that  are  planned  to  violate  the  orders  of  the  Government 
interdicting  commerce  with  the  insurgents.  It  is  months  since  com¬ 
munication  with  the  insurgents  was  prohibited,  and  no  vessel  ap¬ 
proaches  that  coast  with  a  view  to  traffic  or  to  enter  any  of  the  ports 
without  knowing  it  is  transgressing  the  interdiction.  Still,  as  the 
ports  are  not  closed  by  proclamation,  you  must  continue  to  warn  off, 
under  your  original  instructions,  all  vessels,  instead  of  capturing,  as 
you  would  were  the  ports  closed.  Vessels  that  may  leave  the  insur¬ 
gent  ports  which  you  are  guarding  without  legal  clearances  you  will 
seize  and  send  in  as  heretofore.  If  it  is  claimed  there  is  not  effective 
blockade,  and  therefore  they  are  entitled  to  depart,  still,  they  must  not 
disregard  our  municipal  laws  and  the  requirements  of  the  National 
Government.  If  they  do,  they  incur  the  penalties  and  are  subject  to  the 
forfeitures  which  the  laws  impose.  I  allude  more  particularly  to  these 
distinctions  and  to  the  condition  of  affairs  on  the  North  Carolina  coast, 
because  there  is  manifestly  an  extensive  scheme  of  deliberately  con¬ 
certed  measures  to  evade  your  vigilance  and  disregard  the  laws  in  that 
quarter.  These  schemes  must  be  broken  up  and  your  efforts  must  be 
strong  and  effective  to  that  end.  Until  the  ports  are  closed  by  procla¬ 
mation  you  will  do  this,  I  am  aware,  uuder  many  disadvantageous  cir- 
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cumstances,  but  the  contemplated  obstructions  and  your  own  energy 

and  activity  must  accomplish  it. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  • 

J  1  Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Bloclcading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 

Bloclcading  Squadron,  of  exchange  of  courtesies  with  a  Dutch  frigate, 

and  of  the  arrival  of  witnesses  in  the  Petrel  case. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  August  20,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  arrival  yes¬ 
terday  at  this  point  of  a  Dutch  50  gun  frigate.  On  her  way  in  she 
grounded  near  Cape  Henry.  Assistance  was  promptly  given  by  the 
U.  S.  S.  Quaher  City.  After  trying  ineffectually  to  tow  the  frigate  off, 
Commander  Carr  came  up  and  reported  to  me,  bringing  with  him  a 
lieutenant  from  the  frigate. 

I  immediately  made  arrangements  for  ample  assistance  ot  men  and 
tugs  (sending  ashore  to  request  the  use  of  some  of  the  latter  belonging 
to  the  Army,  which  was  with  alacrity  complied  with),  but  fortunately, 
before  our  forces  could  be  prepared,  we  were  gratified  to  see  the  frigate 
approaching.  She  anchored  before  night,  apparently  uninjured. 

This  morning  the  frigate  fired  a  national  salute  of  twenty-one  guns; 
also  saluted  my  flag  with  fifteen  guns.  The  national  salute  was  returned 
promptly  by  Fortress  Monroe,  and  the  Cumberland  answered  the  salute 
to  my  flag.  Afterwards  I  had  the  pleasure  of  a  call  from  the  captain 
of  the  frigate,  commodore  of  the  Dutch  West  India  Squadron.  He 
asked  permission  to  pass  with  his  vessel  to  Annapolis  to  communicate 
with  his  minister  at  Washington,  which  I  cheerfully  granted. 

On  his  leaving  this  ship  I  hoisted  his  national  flag  at  the  main  and 
saluted  with  eleven  guns,  the  number  due  his  rank  as  commodore. 
This  attention  was  promptly  acknowledged  by  a  lieutenant  from  the 
frigate  bearing  the  commodore’s  thanks. 

The  Harriet  Lane  arrived  to-day  with  Midshipman  C.  S.  Cotton  and 
Ezekiel  Buckmaster,  landsman,  from  the  St.  Laivrence ,  witnesses  for 
the  United  States  against  the  pirates  of  the  Petrel. 

I  have  sent  them  to  Philadelphia,  with  orders  to  Mr.  Cotton  to  report 
to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  also  to  Captain  Du  Pont,  and 
to  communicate  with  the  United  States  district  attorney. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  letter  from  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  August  19, 1861,  containing  copy  of  communication  from  E.  and 
G.  W.  Blunt. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Bloclcading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 
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Report  of  Captain  Faunae ,  U.  S.  Revenue  Marine ,  commanding  JJ.  S.  S. 

Harriet  Lane,  regarding  the  cruise  of  that  vessel  from  Sava?mah,  Ga., 

to  Fortress  Monroe ,  Va. 

U.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane, 

Off  Fort  Monroe,  A  ugust  20,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  vessel  under  my 
command  from  oft'  Savannah  after  a  passage  of  about  seventy  hours.  In 
obedience  to  your  instructions  dated  12th  August,  I  left  Cape  Henry  at 
12: 15  p.  m.  for  Savannah.  Nothing  worthy  of  note  occurred  until  the 
next  day,  when  at  11 : 20  a.  m.  spoke  H.  B.  M.  S.  Gladiator.  August  15 
came  to  anchor  off  Charleston  Bar,  near  the  U.  S.  S.  Seminole,  the 
Roanoke  laying  at  anchor  to  the  eastward.  At  11  a.  m.  got  underway 
and  stood  toward  the  flagship,  coming  to  anchor  near  her  at  12 : 30  p.  m. 
Sent  an  officer  on  board  with  the  mails;  he  returned  at  5: 25  p.  m. 

August  16,  at  6 : 10  a.  m.,  got  underway,  and  at  1:30  p.  m.  came  to 
anchor  off  Savannah,  near  the  U.  S.  frigate  St.  Lawrence  and  steamer 
Iroquois.  A  boat  came  from  the  first-named  vessel  and  received  all  the 
mail  remaining  on  board  of  this  ship  for  the  squadron.  On  the  17th, 
at  8 : 45  a.  m.,  a  midshipman  and  a  seaman  from  the  St.  Lawrence ,  wit¬ 
nesses  in  the  Petrel  case,  came  on  board.  At  11:25  a.  m.  got  under¬ 
way  on  my  return  voyage,  which  has  been  accomplished  without  any¬ 
thing  of  special  note  occurring.  When  off  Charleston  we  encountered 
a  heavy  gale,  which  lasted  nearly  four  days. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Faunce,  Captain. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

L.  S.  S.  Minnesota,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Commander  Glisson,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  JJ.  S.  S.  Mount 

Vernon,  of  a  reconnoissance  by  that  vessel  in  the  Rappahannock  River. 

IJ.  S.  S.  Mount  Yernon, 
Rappahannock,  August  20,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  yesterday  I  stood  up  the  river  as  far  as 
the  town  of  Urbana,  a  distance  of  20  miles.  I  carefully  examined  both 
banks  of  the  river,  and  I  can  assure  the  flag-officer  that  there  is  noth¬ 
ing  in  the  shape  of  guns  or  entrenchments  as  far  up  the  river  as  that 
point.  I  shall  keep  a  bright  lookout,  and  should  the  St.  Nicholas  come 
down  with  her  500  slaves  we  will  do  all  in  our  power  to  give  them  a 
warm  reception. 

This  morning  a  negro  deserter  named  Balinar  Bobinson  came  on 
board  and  claimed  our  protection,  which  was  granted  him.  He  belongs 
to  John  Bobins,  of  Lancaster  County,  Va.,  who  resides  near  Mosquito 
Point,  is  now  under  arms  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  is  a  strong 
secessionist.  This  slave  informs  me  that  there  are  no  entrenchments 
about  being  thrown  up  at  Mosquito  Point,  nor  is  there  any  force  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  except  the  home  guards  for  the  protection  of  the 
farms. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  S.  Glisson, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  Silas  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  the  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Pender grast,  U.  S.  Navy,  commamUing  West  India 
Squadron,  to  Commander  Lee,  U.  S .  Navy,  commanding  L .  S.  ship  \  an- 
dalia ,  to  proceed  off  Charleston  Bar. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Roanoke, 

Off  Charleston ,  S.  C.,  An  gust  20,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  Vandalia  and  take  up  a  position  off 
Charleston  Bar  at  the  distance  of  6  or  7  miles  from  Charleston  light¬ 
house,  it  bearing  N.  W.  , 

You  will  keep  topsails  loosed  during  the  day  and  everything  ready 
for  slipping,  so  that  you  can  give  chase  to  any  vessel  making  its 


appearance. 

I  shall  follow  yon  in  this  ship  and  take  up  a  position  near  you. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  J.  Pendergrast, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 


Commander  S.  P.  Lee, 

U.  S.  Ship  Vandalia. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blochading  Squadron ,  transmitting  infor¬ 
mation  of  rumored  attach  on  blochading  fleet  off  Savannah,  Ga.,  and 
of  the  ship  Alliance ,  loading  in  the  port  of  St.  John ,  New  Brunswich, 
or  Charleston ,  S.  C. 

Navy  Department,  August  20, 1861. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Moses  Ely,  of 
New  York,  forwarded  to  this  Department  by  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  State,  relative  to  a  supposed  intention  to  attack  the  United  States 
vessels  engaged  in  blockading  the  port  of  Savannah.  Also  a  copy  of  a 
paper  forwarded  to  the  Department  by  Mr.  St.  J.  B.  Skinner,  with  infor¬ 
mation  in  regard  to  the  ship  Agnes  Lee.  Also  copy  of  a  dispatch,  dated 
August  9, 1861,  addressed  to  the  State  Department,  from  the  U.  S.  vice- 
consul  at  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  in  relation  to  the  British  ship  Alli¬ 
ance,  then  loading  at  that  port.  Also  copy  of  a  communication*  from 
Charles  H.  Smith  to  Commodore  Breese,  and  by  him  referred  to  the 
Department,  reporting  his  capture  in  the  schooner  Nathaniel  Chase  by 
the  rebel  privateer  Mariner,  and  giving  important  information.  I  would 
call  your  particular  attention  to  a  copy  of  a  communication  (anony¬ 
mous)  addressed  to  the  collector  at  New  York  and  forwarded  to  the 
Department  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  regard  to  a  vessel  of 
Belfast,  from  Liverpool,  bound  to  Wilmington,  N.  C.  It  is  important 
and  essential  that  a  vigilant  supervision  be  kept  up  off  Wilmington 
and  the  North  Carolina  coast. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blochading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 

[Enclosures.] 

New  York,  August  9,  1861. 

Sir:  This  morning  I  telegraphed  you  that  l  had  reliable  information 
from  Savannah  that  our  blockading  force  at  that  point  was  threatened. 


See  Vol.  1,  p.  51. 
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X  am  informed  that  there  are  but  two  of  our  vessels  of  war  near 
Savannah  now,  and  that  the  preparations  of  the  rebels  are  such  that 
those  can  be  captured  unless  immediate  steps  be  taken  to  thwart  the 
design. 

In  making  this  communication  I  do  not  know  that  I  announce  any¬ 
thing  that  the  authorities  at  Washington  were  not  before  fully  apprised 
of,  but  I  prefer  to  give  my  country  the  benefit  of  the  doubt,  and  have 
thought  best  to  write  to  you  as  well  as  to  telegraph,  so  that  in  case  you 
had  not  been  previously  informed  as  to  these  matters  I  might,  if  possi¬ 
ble,  convince  you  of  the  entire  reliability  of  my  statement. 

*  *  #  *  *  ' 


Respectfully,  yours, 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Moses  Ely. 


Ship  Agnes  Lee ,  loading  with  arms  at  Cardiff,  bound  to  St.  Thomas, 
West  Indies.  There  the  arms  are  to  be  transferred  to  coasters  and 
fishing  vessels  of  small  draft  and  run  into  Southern  inlets  and  ports  as 
occasion  offers.  Although  the  arms  will  be  for  Southern  account,  it  is 
not  probable  that  they  will  cease  to  become  British  property  except  as 
each  lot  may  be  transferred  to  the  coasters. — [Forwarded  to  Depart¬ 
ment  by  Mr.  St.  J.  B.  Skinner.] 


Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

St.  John ,  New  Brunswick ,  August  9 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  following 
statement: 

The  British  ship  Alliance ,  Samuel  D.  Forrest,  master,  is  now  being 
laden  at  this  port  with  a  cargo  consisting  of  pig  and  sheet  iron,  tin 
plate,  percussion  caps,  quicksilver,  a  large  quantity  of  cotton  thread, 
and  many  other  articles  of  merchandise  contraband  of  war,  ostensibly 
for  Havana,  but  really  designed,  as  I  have  reason  to  believe,  to  be  ulti¬ 
mately  discharged,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  some  port  or  post  of  the 
seceded  States,  for  the  benefit  of  the  rebels. 

The  Alliance  sailed  from  Liverpool  about  the  1st  of  May  last  for 
Charleston,  S.  C.,  with  part  of  a  cargo  only,  consisting  of  railroad  iron 
and  coals,  and  in  attempting  to  enter  that  port  was  ordered  off  by  the 
blockading  squadron;  sailed  to  New  York,  and  subsequently  from 
thence  to  this  port,  where  she  arrived  about  the  1st  of  June,  and  where 
she  has  since  remained  awaiting  the  orders  of  the  owners. 

She  is  a  ship  of  about  524  tons,  was  built  in  the  y  ear  1836,  and  up  to 
the  9th  of  October  last,  at  which  time  she  sailed  from  this  port  to  Liver¬ 
pool,  was,  to  my  knowledge,  an  American  ship  and  owned  at  Charles¬ 
ton,  S.  C.  Sone  time  in  the  early  part  of  the  present  year,  as  I  am 
informed,  she  was  sold  to  parties  in  Liverpool,  who  obtained  for  her  a 
British  register.  A  Mr.  Lafitte  and  a  Captain  1).  B.  Yincent,  both,  as 
I  understand,  residents  of  Charleston,  came  here  a  few  days  since,  and 
have  been  engaged  in  procuring  here  and  from  the  United  States  the 
cargo  of  the  ship.  I  understand  from  a  source  which  I  consider  reliable 
that  Captain  Vincent  commanded  a  vessel  owned  at  Charleston,  which 
was  captured  as  a  slaver  off  the  coast  of  Africa  in  the  winter  of  1860 
by  H.  B.  M.  S.  Falcon ;  that  he  is  a  bold,  resolute  man,  a  good  sailor, 
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and  perfectly  acquainted  with  every  bay,  harbor,  and  inlet  on  the  Caro¬ 
lina  coast,  and  I  have  some  reason  to  believe  that  he  will  really  have 
the  command  of  this  ship  when  she  leaves  the  port.  When  the  Alliance 
arrived  here  from  New  York  it  was  reported  that  she  had  concealed 
under  her  coal  arms  and  other  munitions  of  war,  but  her  cargo  having 
been  discharged  and  no  such  arms,  etc.,  having  been  discovered,  the 
report  has  proved  unfounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  Whitaker, 

TJ.  S.  [  Vice]  Consul. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State ,  Washington. 


Liverpool,  August  2,  1861. 

Sir  :  The  Ariel ,  of  Belfast,  Templeton,  master,  sailed  from  here  some 
months  ago  for  Wilmington,  with  salt  and  many  contrabands  of  war, 
ran  the  blockade  and  got.  safely  out  and  to  this  port  with  a  cargo  of 
tar  and  turpentine,  etc.  The  round  has  paid  the  owner  immensely — a 
fortune.  The  same  vessel  and  master  has  just  sailed  from  here  with 
salt  and  contrabands,  arms,  etc.,  for  the  port  of  Wilmington  again,  but 
has  cleared  out  for  Baltimore  as  a  decoy.  The  writer  trusts  you  will 
have  orders  off  Wilmington  to  pick  her  up.  She  is  brig  rigged,  about 
200  tons  register,  a  very  long,  narrow  vessel  to  her  tonnage. 

Please  keep  this  document  yourself. 

I  have  just  heard  the  Ariel  has  not  yet  sailed,  but  will  do  so  by  Tues¬ 
day,  the  6tli  instant. 

Collector  of  Customs, 

New  York. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-0  fleer  String  ham,  TJ.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  transmitting  copies 
of  captured  Confederate  letters  disclosing  plans  for  the  evasion  of  the 
blockade. 

Navy  Department,  August  20, 1861. 
Sir:  I  send  herewith  enclosed  copies  of  two  important  letters 
addressed  by  a  mercantile  firm  in  Charleston  to  their  correspondents  in 
Liverpool.  The  originals  were  found  in  the  possession  of  Robert  Muir, 
recently  arrested  in  New  York  when  about  to  embark  for  Liverpool. 
They  disclose  movements  which  it  is  hoped  you  being  thus  advised 
may  prevent.  The  high  prices  that  rule  in  the  ports  occluded,  both  of 
consumption  and  supply,  sharpen  the  wits  and  stimulate  the  energies 
of  the  insurgents  to  escape  your  vigilance. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gtdeon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 

[Enclosures.] 

Charleston,  August  6, 1861. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  valued  favors  (by  this  morning’s 
mail)  of  29th  June,  7th  and  13th  July.  The  sales  advised  are  satisfac¬ 
tory.  I  see  that  a  large  quantity  of  the  old  rosin  was  delivered  by  the 


ATLANTIC-  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


99 


warehouseman  in  error.  There  was  some  very  nice  rosin  in  those  ship¬ 
ments,  and  nearly  all  ot  it  weighed  heavy.  Watch  them  closely  and 
make  them  pay  for  their  mistakes. 

The  schooner  Henry  Middleton  (a  first-class  vessel)  is  loading  with 
spirits  for  Liverpool.  She  will  take  about  (100  barrels.  A  number  of 
persons  are  interested  in  the  vessel  and  cargo,  and  we  intend  her  to 
run  the  blockade  and  enter  your  port  under  the  Confederate  flag.  The 
vessel  and  cargo  go  consigned  to  you.  If  she  arrives  safe,  we  wish  the 
proceeds  of  her  cargo  reinvested  in  such  articles  as  are  much  wanted 
here,  viz:  Tin  plates,  F.  C.  charcoal,  10  by  14;  60  boxes  I.  0.,  14  by  20; 
30  boxes  I.  C.,  12  by  12;  10  boxes  IX,  10  by  14;  10  boxes  IX,  14  by  20;  40 
boxes  IX,  12  by  12;  10  boxes  DX,  12  by  17;  10  boxes  IXXX,  10  boxes 
terne  or  roofing  tin,  2C;  300  boxes  sheet  iron,  R.  G.,  Xos.  24,  25,  27; 
several  bundles  of  each.  Iron  wire,  Xos.  9,  10,  11,  12, 13, 14,  15;  sev¬ 
eral  bundles  of  each.  Iron  rods,  ^-inch;  40  ingots  of  tin  metal  weigh¬ 
ing  about  30  pounds  each;  2,000  to  3,000  pounds  lead  in  pigs  or  ingots, 
an  assortment  of  blacksmith’s  iron,  such  as  I  sent  you  a  list  of  some 
time  since;  several  boxes  of  sewing  cotton,  white,  assorted  numbers. 

Mr.  Robert  Muir,  of  this  place,  one  of  the  parties  interested  in  the 
adventure,  and  by  whom  I  send  this,  will  confer  with  you  and  advise 
what  other  articles  to  send  out,  and  also  whether  it  will  be  advisable 
for  the  schooner  to  clear  for  a  Xorthern  port,  so  that  in  case  she  is 
ordered  off  by  the  blockading  fleet  she  may  proceed  to  Xew  York  or 
Philadelphia.  Confer  with  Mr.  Muir  particularly  on  this  point,  and 
whether  it  would  be  necessary  to  put  her  under  the  British  flag. 
Messrs.  Ravenel,  Huger  &  Milliken,  of  this  place,  also  interested  in 
the  adventure,  have  agreed  to  fill  her  up  with  dry  goods  whatever 
room  may  be  left  after  taking  on  board  the  goods  purchased  on  the 
vessel’s  account. 

The  vessel  and  cargo  I  have  insured  here.  I  think  Messrs.  Ravenel, 
Huger  &  Milliken  would  be  willing  to  pay  a  high  freight,  say  £5  7s. 
per  ton.  Stewart,  Wany  &  Co.  are  their  agents  and  will  furnish  you 
with  their  goods  when  you  require  them  for  the  schooner.  I  am  under 
the  impression  that  this  war  will  soon  be  brought  to  a  close.  Watch 
closely  the  movement  of  your  Government  toward  this  country.  If 
they  interfere  we  will  soon  have  things  put  to  rights  again.  Endeavor 
to  have  some  goods  to  meet  the  raising  of  the  blockade.  Salt  is  worth 
to-day  $4  per  sack.  As  a  matter  of  course,  if  peace  was  declared,  it 
would  decline  rapidly. 

There  is  a  large  and  fine  crop  of  wheat  made  in  this  State  and 
Georgia.  A  good  business  might  be  done  in  it  if  we  only  had  an 
opportunity  of  shipping. 

I  remain,  yours,  truly, 


R.  T.  Waskro. 


You  will  please  mail  the  enclosed  letters. 


Charles  Moore,  Esq., 

Liverpool. 


Charleston,  Auyust  6,  1861. 

Gentlemen  :  By  this  morning’s  mail  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  valued 
favors  of  the  14th  and  29th  of  June  and  5th  and  12th  of  July.  The 
sales  advised  and  account  sales  enclosed  are  satisfactory.  I  am  also  in 
receipt  of  one  from  your  London  house,  dated  29th  of  J  une.  As  I  have 
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nothing  of  interest  to  communicate  I  will  not  write  them,  particularly 
as  there  is  so  much  uncertainty  of  getting  letters  on  by  mail.  I  am 
pleased  to  see  your  spirits  turpentine  market  has  improved,  and  hope 
your  next  letter  will  advise  of  that,  per  Albert ,  at  about  50  per  cent. 
I  do  not  think  you  will  go  much,  if  anything,  above  that.  There  have 
been  600  barrels  spirits  turpentine  sold  this  week  at  25  cents  a  gallon. 
It  is  intended  for  shipment  to  Liverpool  direct  from  this  port,  not¬ 
withstanding  our  harbor  is  blockaded.  There  is  some  risk  attending 
it,  no  doubt,  but  I  think  it  will  go  safe.  In  case  the  vessel  should 
be  -overhauled  by  the  fleet,  the  captain  has  instructions  to  Are  her. 

The  parties  making  the  shipment  are  determined  the  d - d  Yankees 

will  derive  no  benefit  from  it.  The  stock  of  spirits  in  this  place  is 
about  1,200  barrels;  none  of  it  for  sale  under  30  cents.  There  will  be 
very  little  fine  rosiu  received  here  this  season  in  comparison  with  the 
last,  many  of  the  distillers  having  abandoned  the  business. 

I  sent  you  a  newspaper  a  short  time  since  giving  you  a  correct  report 
of  the  battle  of  Manassas.  I  see  the  New  York  Herald  makes  out  that 
there  were  only  380  United  States  troops  killed.  There  is  no  doubt 
whatever  that  8,000  were  left  dead  on  the  field  of  battle.  There  is  no 
reliance  whatever  to  be  placed  on  the  accounts  you  receive  from  the 
North.  Their  papers  contain  more  lies  than  lines.  I  am  afraid  we  will 
have  to  whip  them  again  before  they  will  recognize  our  independence. 
You  may  soon  expect  to  hear  of  another  fight. 


I  remain,  yours,  truly, 


Messrs.  Maclean,  Maris  &  Co., 

Liverpool. 


It.  T.  Waskro 


Letter  from-  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  Stringham ,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  transmitting  infor¬ 
mation  of  a  rumor  of  shipment  of  arms  from  Liverpool  for  the  Southern 
States,  and  the  depredations  of  Confederate  privateers. 

Navy  Department,  August  20,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  received  by  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  State  from  the  U.  S.  vice-consul  at  Liverpool. 
Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


[Enclosure. — Extracts.] 

U.  S.  Consulate,  Liverpool,  August  3, 1861. 

Sir:  *  *  *  1  received  information  about  ten  days  since  that  a 

Mr.  Grazebrook,  an  arms  broker  here,  was  executing  a  large  order  for 
rifles  for  the  South;  that  they  were  being  packed  first  in  boxes  and 
then  in  crates  to  resemble  earthenware,  in  a  private  warehouse  taken 
for  the  purpose,  and  that  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  (so  frequently 
mentioned  in  former  dispatches)  were  to  pay  for  them.  I  at  once 
informed  Mr.  Adams,  and  have  since  had  the  place  closely  watched, 
and  I  trust  to  be  able  to  inform  you  how  and  for  what  place  they  are 
shipped.  A  letter  received  yesterday  from  the  consul,  London,  confirms 
my  suspicions.  Mr.  Morse  writes  that  a  Liverpool  broker  named  Graze- 
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brook  is  endeavoring  to  buy  out  a  contract  of  Mr.  Henderson,  of  Bir¬ 
mingham,  for  17 ,0(J0  Enfield  rifles,  and  asks  liis  character.  A  large 
quantity  of  rifles,  etc.,  are  being  shipped  here  by  screw  steamer  Talis¬ 
man  for  Port  an  Prince  and  Colon;  she  has  already  about  50  cases 
aboard.  She  is  loading  for  Port  an  Prince,  Kingston  [Jamaica],  Aspin- 
wall,  and  Colon,  is  about  1,000  tons,  black  hull,  three  masts,  schooner- 
rigged.  She  has  been  several  times  to  New  Orleans.  A  number  have 
also  been  shipped  for  A  era  Cruz,  and  a  large  quantity  by  the  screw 
steamers  for  New  York  since  my  last.  On  the  31st  July  the  bark 
Thomas  Watson ,  of  Mobile,  from  AVilmington,  N.  C.,  on  6tli  July, 
arrived  here  with  the  Confederate  flag  flying  at  her  peak.  She  was 
desired  to  haul  it  down  by  the  revenue  officer  who  boarded  her,  but 
refused,  and  entered  the  dock  with  it  flying.  A  number  of  shipmasters 
have  intimated  to  him  that  they  will  pull  it  down  if  he  hoists  it  again. 
I  have  advised  them  to  abstain  from  any  breach  of  the  peace,  and 
addressed  a  note  to  the  captain  warning  him  of  the  probable  conse¬ 
quences  of  his  again  hoisting  the  flag.  She  lias  a  Confederate  register 
issued  at  Mobile,  but  no  United  States  papers.  I  am  informed  by  some 
of  her  crew  that  she  got  away  from  AYilmington  without  seeing  any  of 
the  blockading  vessels. 

Quite  a  number  of  seamen  have  applied  to  me  for  relief,  stating  that 
they  are  from  Southern  ports  into  which  they  had  been  carried  with 
their  vessels  by  privateers.  One  of  them  was  master  of  schooner 
Transit ,  of  New  London,  and  states  that  his  vessel  was  returning 
to  New  York  from  Key  West  and  Tortugas,  where  he  had  been 
with  Government  stores;  that  the  privateer  steamer  Winslow  was 
armed  with  one  large  swivel  gun  and  had  a  crew  of  about  40  men; 
that  she  had  also  on  board  12  young  men  who  were  going  to  a  masked 
battery  which  was  being  constructed  on  Hatteras  Inlet;  that  some  of 
her  crew  had  belonged  to  captured  vessels,  and  that  some  of  his 
own  crew  joined  the  pirates.  He  stated  also  that  his  vessel  was  to  be 
fitted  as  a  privateer,  and  that  all  captured  vessels  found  fit  were  con¬ 
verted  into  privateers.  He  expresses  his  conviction,  founded  on  what 
he  heard  there,  that  there  are  a  large  number  of  privateers  in  the  Gulf, 
and  even  as  far  north  as  New  York.  I  shall  send  him  to  New  York 
with  two  of  his  crew  by  the  steamer  on  Wednesday  next.  I  enclose  a 
copy  of  his  affidavit  and  of  the  pass  given  him  by  the  governor  of 
North  Carolina.  The  other  vessels  reported  captured  are:  Panama , 
John  Adams,  and  Mermaid ,  by  the  Calhoun ,  23d  May,  and  taken  into 
New  Orleans. 

I  send  enclosed  a  citation  received  by  the  mate  of  the  John  Adams  to 
appear  before  the  prize  court  of  Louisiana. 

I  have  just  learned  that  the  brig  Bella ,  mentioned  in  my  dispatch  of 
the  12th  instant,  sailed  last  evening.  She  cleared  for  Port  an  Prince, 
has  a  black  hull,  and  female  figurehead.  She  has  on  board  about 
140  cases  of  arms  and  a  number  of  other  packages  of  a  suspicious 
character. 

I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the 
very  large  excess  of  manufactured  goods  now  being  exported  hence  to 
Canadian  ports,  and  to  remarks  in  the  money  articles  of  the  London 
Times  of  the  29th  and  30th,  that  this  excess  may  be  attributed  to  smug¬ 
gling  into  the  United  States. 

With  high  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Wilding. 


Hon.  F.  W.  Seward, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic 

BlocTkading  Squadron ,  regarding  prisoners  and  the  proposed  expedition 

to  Ilatteras  Inlet. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads ,  August  21,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  liave  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  have  this  day 
ordered  the  Anacostia ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  N.  Collins,  to  Wash¬ 
ington. 

I  have  sent  on  board  of  her  four  sick  men  from  the  Savannah ,  five 
prisoners  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Wabash ,  late  of  the  pirate  Dixie.  Their 
names  are  George  C.  Gladden,  John  II.  Marshall,  J.  D.  Culver,  Richard 
Forrest,  and  Charles  Gonzales.  Midshipmen  Phoenix,  McGlensey,  and 
McKay  can  testify  against  them ;  also  Prize  Master  J.  W.  Bentley,  of 
the  Mary  Alice.  Also  four  prisoners  from  the  Minnesota ,  brought  in  by 
the  U.  S.  S.  Union ,  late  of  the  pirate  York.  Their  names  are  Patrick 
McCarty,  John  Williams,  Archibald  Wilson,  and  James  Riley.  The 
last  is  a  deserter  from  the  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  some  year  or  two  ago  at 
Norfolk.  He  was  a  sergeant. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Collins  has  orders  to  retain  charge  of  the 
prisoners  until  duly  [relieved]  by  the  Department. 

I  have  just  returned  from  calling  on  General  Wool,  consulting  with 
reference  to  the  proposed  expedition  to  Hatteras  Inlet.  The  Navy  will 
be  prepared  by  Thursday,  I  hope,  but  by  Saturday,  a?t  furthest,  and  in 
time  for  the  Army. 

I  think  there  need  be  no  doubt  about  the  result.  I  must,  however, 
renew  my  opinion  as  to  the  absolute  necessity  for  retaining  possession 
in  force  by  the  Army. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arri  val  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Nightingale 
to  day,  Acting  Master  [D.  B.]  Horne,  jr. ;  also  to  acknowledge  receipt 
of  letters  from  the  Department  containing  information  of  the  ships 
Alliance  and  Ariel ,  and  a  contemplated  attack  on  the  blockading  ves¬ 
sels  at  Savannah;  also  of  August  19,  apprising  me  of  the  sailing  of 
the  U.  S.  S.  Connecticut,  and  of  same  date,  with  regard  to  Acting 
Assistant  Surgeon  William  R.  Bonsall;  also  copies  of  letters  found  in 
possession  of  Robert  Muir. 

I  have  received  this  morning  from  Acting  Master  J.  B.  Gordon,  of 
the  storeship  Benjamin  Morgan,  a  very  humble  apology  for  his  conduct 
when  coaling  the  Wabash.  From  its  tone  and  promises  I  am  induced 
to  ask  the  Department  to  let  him  remain  where  he  now  is,  and  that 
his  appointment  may  not  be  revoked. 

Our  harbor  is  nearly  filled  with  vessels  weather  bound — seven  or 
eight  large  ships  at  anchor  down  by  light-boat.  We  have  had  a  suc¬ 
cession  ot  gales.  Nothing  could  have  been  done  on  the  coast. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Block¬ 
ading  Squadron,  to  Lieutenant  Collins,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.S. 
Anacostia,  to  proceed  to  Washington  navy  yard  for  repairs. 


U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  August  21,  1861. 

Sir  :  You  will  prepare  your  vessel  and  proceed  with  her  to  the  navy 
yard  at  Washington,  first  taking  on  board  the  four  sick  men  from  the 
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Savannah;  also  five  prisoners  now  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Wabash ,  late 
of  tbe  pirate  Dixie ;  also  four  men  now  on  board  tbe  U.  S.  S.  'Minnesota, 
late  of  tbe  pirate  York. 

You  will  report  on  your  arrival  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  and  to  the  commandant  of  the  navy  yard,  retaining  possession 
of  the  prisoners  until  duly  relieved. 

If  there  is  a  new  boiler  prepared,  you  will,  as  soon  as  possible,  have  it 
placed  on  your  ship  and  report  to  me  for  duty. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer ,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  N.  Collins, 

U.  S.  S.  Anacostia. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast ,  U.  S.  Nary,  commanding  West  India 
Squadron ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Henry  Middleton, 
August  21,  1861,  and  enclosing  report  of  Commander  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  XI.  S.  ship  Vandalia. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Roanoke, 

Off  Charleston ,  S.  C.,  August  24,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter* 
found  on  board  the  prize  schooner  Henry  Middleton,  of  Charleston, 
S.  C.,  captured  on  the  21st  instant  by  the  IT.  S.  sloop  of  war  Vandalia. 

From  the  enclosed  letter  you  will  learn  that  it  was  their  intention  to 
fit  out  the  said  schooner  as  a  privateer,  though  her  papers  show  that 
she  cleared  for  Liverpool,  but  I  believe  she  intended  to  run  into  some 
nearer  port. 

The  letter  alluded  to  directs  Captain  Barclay,  in  case  he  should  be 
boarded,  to  throw  the  package  overboard,  as  it  contained  letters  relat¬ 
ing  to  fitting  out  his  schooner  as  a  privateer  and  would  criminate  him. 
On  the  Vandalia  nearing  the  schooner  they  were  seen  to  heave  some 
papers  overboard,  no  doubt  those  alluded  to  in  the  letter,  but  unfortu¬ 
nately  for  them  the  letter  directing  the  captain  to  throw  them  over¬ 
board  was  left  behind,  which  clearly  proves  what  use  they  intended  to 
make  of  the  schooner.  I  enclose  also  a  letter  from  Commander  Lee,  of 
the  Vandalia,  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

The  papers  relating  to  the  schooner  are  in  charge  of  the  prize  master, 
Midshipman  Kempff,  of  the  Vandalia,  who  will  proceed  to  Hampton 
Roads  and  report  to  you  for  your  further  orders. 

Accompanying  the  papers  to  the  judge  is  a  letter  from  Commander 
Lee,  giving  full  particulars  of  her  capture  and  everything  relating  to 
her  that  will  be  of  service. 

The  address  of  Commander  Lee’s  letter  is  left  blank,  so  that  you  may 
fill  it  up  and  send  it  to  whatever  court  you  may  deem  proper. 

The  following  comprise  the  prize  crew:  Acting  Midshipman  Louis 
Kempff,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  the  Vandalia ,  as  prize  master;  Chase  (cox¬ 
swain),  Miller  (ordinary  seaman),  of  the  Vandalia;  Francis  A.  Eve 
(seaman),  Michael  Farley  (seaman),  James  Gilkenson  (ordinary  sea¬ 
man),  Edwd.  Lascalle  (ordinary  seaman),  of  the  Roanoke. 

I  would  feel  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  have  the  above-named  men 
returned  to  their  respective  ships. 


Not  found. 
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The  prize  master.  Midshipman  Kempff,  and  the  men  belonging  to  the 
Vandalia  can  give  testimony  as  to  her  capture.  I  have  thought  it 
best  to  send  the  schooner  in  tow  of  a  steamer,  as  it  would  be  unsafe  to 
send  her  by  herself. 

Before  closing  this  letter  I  desire  to  express  my  approbation  of  the 
untiring  zeal  of  Commander  Lee,  of  the  Vandalia ,  in  assisting  ine  in 
maintaining  the  blockade,  and  especially  in  capturing  the  schooner 
Henry  Middleton. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gr.  J.  Pendergrast, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


P.  S.— The  prisoners,  eight  in  number,  taken  on  board  of  the  schooner 
will  be  sent  in  the  steamer  which  tows  her. 


G.  J.  P. 


P.  S. — The  Rhode  Island  not  having  arrived,  I  sent  the  schooner  to 
New  York  in  charge  of  a  prize  crew  on  the  28th.  The  Rhode  Island 
arrived  last  evening,  the  30th. 

Gr.  J.  P. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


[Enclosure.] 


U.  S.  Ship  Vandalia, 

Off  Charleston ,  August  21,  1861. 

Sir:  I  transmit  according  to  law  the  enclosed  list  of  the  officers  and 
crew  of  this  ship,  being  a  complete  list  of  all  those  who  captured  and  of 
all  those  who  were  in  sight  at  the  time  of  the  capture  of  the  schooner 
Henry  Middleton,  of  103  tons,  built  in  Charleston,  S.  C.,  owned  in 
Charleston,  and  cleared  from  Charleston  for  Liverpool,  with  a  cargo  of 
490  casks  of  spirits  of  turpentine  and  05  barrels  of  rosin. 

The  Henry  Middleton  was  discovered  at  daylight  this  morning  run¬ 
ning  the  blockade  off  Charleston,  and  was  captured  by  the  Vandalia  at 
1  p.  m.  to-day,  in  latitude  31°  58'  N.,  longitude  79°  15' W.,  after  a  chase 
of  eight  hours,  and  about  50  miles  in  a  southeast  direction  from  Charles¬ 
ton  Bar. 

It  appears  that  the  Henry  Middleton  was  intended  hereafter  to  take 
out  privateer  papers.  She  was  captured  with  the  secession  flag  flying 
at  her  peak,  and  had  a  full  set  of  papers  from  the  “Confederate  States 
of  America.” 


The  Henry  Middleton  is  ordered  into  [New  York],  and  I  recommend 
that  she  should  be  fitted  as  a  temporary  light-boat  for  the  use  of  the 
squadron  off  Charleston. 

Kespectfully,  yours, 

S.  Phillips  Lee. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  1).  C. 


Commander. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  String  ham,  IT.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  the  family  of 
Colonel  Segar. 

Navy  Department,  August  21,  1861. 
Sir:  You  are  authorized  to  seud,  at  your  discretion,  a  flag  of  truce 
and  bring  off  the  family  of  Colonel  Jos.  Segar  and  such  others  as  you 
may  deem  proper. 

Consult  with  Colonel  Segar  in  regard  to  the  time,  etc. 

I  am,  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag  Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  disposition  of 
prisoners. 

Navy  Department,  August  21,  1861. 
Sir:  Your  dispatch  No.  101,  dated  August  G,  enclosing  report  from 
Captain  Mercer,  of  the  Wabash,  and  asking  instructions  in  regard  to 
prisoners,  has  been  received. 

The  War  Department  has  consented  to  take  charge  of  prisoners  coming 
into  possession  of  naval  authorities,  and  has  designated  Fort  Lafayette, 
New  York  Harbor,  as  the  place  of  confinement.  You  will  send  any  you 
may  have  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Martin  Burke,  commanding  that  fort, 
with  a  description  and  all  the  facts  in  regard  to  them. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  purchase  of 
steamer  Quaker  City. 

Navy  Department,  August  21,  1861. 
Sir:  The  Quaker  City  came  into  possession  of  the  United  States  on 
the  morning  of  the  19tii  instant,  and  you  will  continue  the  pay  of  the 
officers  and  crew  from  that  date  according  to  the  schedule  established 
by  the  former  owners  until  her  arrival  at  New  York. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham. 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  Stringham,  IT. .  S.  Navy, 
commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  the  U.  S.  steamers 
Susquehanna  and  Pawnee. 

Navy  Department,  August  21,  1861. 

Sir  :  The  Susquehanna  sails  to-day  from  Philadelphia  to  report  to  you 
at  Hampton  Roads.  Orders  have  been  sent  to  Captain  Craven,  com- 
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mantling  tlie  Potomac  Flotilla,  to  send  the  Pawnee  to  you  if  in  his 
judgment  she  can  be  spared  from  the  service. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag -Officer  Stringham,  TJ.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  the  coal  ship 
Nightingale. 


Navy  Department,  August  21,  1861. 

Sir  :  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  coal  ship  Nightingale  at  Hampton  Roads 
from  Few  Y ork,  you  will  direct  her  commanding  officer  to  proceed  with 
that  ship  immediately  to  Key  West,  Fla.,  and  upon  his  arrival  report 
to  Flag-Officer  Mervine,  commanding  U.  S.  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Or  IDE  ON  W  ELLES. 


Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Letter  from  the  Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Major-General 
H  oo l,  TJ.  S.  Army,  in  regard  to  the  part  to  he  taken  by  the  Army  in  the 
expedition  to  Hatter  as  Inlet ?  North  Carolina. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  August  21,  1861. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  20th  instant,  the  Geneial  in  Chief 
directs  me  to  say  that  this  and  the  previous  letter  from  you  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  have  been  referred  to  the  Havy  Department;  also,  that  it  was  not 
intended  you  should  take  any  further  action  in  relation  to  the  expedi¬ 
tion  than  to  provide  such  troops  for  the  same  as  on  conference  with 
Commodore  Stringham  should  be  found  sufficient  for  the  purpose  The 
expedition  originated  in  the  Havy  Department,  and  is  under  its  control. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  Townsend, 

«  .  n  .  T  ^  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Major-General  John  E.  Wool,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding ,  etc.,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. 


General  report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlan¬ 
tic  Blockading  Squadron. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  August  22,  1861. 
u :  «  ^.e7llj?norjto  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter  ordering 
Tim'  n’  P  ^MjhGngale  to  Key  West.  She  will  sail  immediately. 

th is  arrival  of*  th(fi expedition/  ^  Pt0eeedS  0aP°Hatteras  toaL.it 

of  Colons  jirSegfr.re°eiPt  °f  ^  °f  AUg“St  2l>  relatto«  “> 
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I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  Dawn  has  come 
down  from  her  station  for  water.  Her  machinery  is  in  a  very  bad  con¬ 
dition.  1  think  her  unfit  to  recharter. 

1  enclose  the  resignation  of  Acting  Master  Josiah  Snow.  I  gave 
him  permission  to  go  to  Boston  for  five  days.  He  has  been  gone  for 
over  a  fortnight. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer ,  Altantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Qlisson ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mount 
Vernon ,  regarding  fugitive  slaves. 

U.  S.  S.  Mount  Vernon, 
Rappahannock  [River],  August  22,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  last  night  at  11:  30  a  canoe  came  along¬ 
side  with  six  negro  deserters  who  claimed  our  protection,  which  I 
granted  to  them.  Their  names  and  those  of  their  owners  are  as  fol¬ 
lows,  viz :  Crusoe  Henderson,  Atwell  Taylor,  Paul  Hudley,  and  Wednes¬ 
day  James,  belonging  to  Tlios.  Armstrong,  of  Lancaster  County,  Va., 
who  is  a  secessionist;  Charles  Layton  and  Fielding  Lunt,  owned  by 
Widow  Elizabeth  Kerr,  of  the  same  county. 

The  canoes  in  which  the  last  two  parties  of  negroes  came  off  being  old 
and  worthless,  I  ordered  them  to  be  broken  up  and  used  for  fuel. 

We  have  now  sixteen  negroes  on  board  of  this  vessel,  who  are  con¬ 
suming  our  provisions  and  water  faster  than  I  think  is  desirable.  If 
you  have  a  spare  vessel  that  you  can  send  up  for  them  I  shall  be  much 
obliged  to  you. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  S.  Glisson. 

Flag-Officer  Silas  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  TJ.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  in  regard  to  the 
unseaworthiness  of  vessels  chartered  for  the  expedition  to  Hatteras 
Inlet ,  North  Carolina. 


Havy  Department,  August  22, 1861. 

Sir  :  The  Department  has  received  with  extreme  astonishment  and 
regret  the  following  copy  of  a  letter*  addressed  to  the  General  in  Chief 
by  Major-General  Wool,  and  desires  to  be  informed  if,  in  the  opinion  of 
Commodore  Stringham  and  Commander  Stellwagen,  the  steamers  char¬ 
tered  for  this  special  purpose  are  unseaworthy. 

Very  i>6sp6ctfullyj 

Gideon  Welles. 


Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham,  . 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
-Blockading  Squadron,  in  regard  to  the  unseaworthiness  of  vessels  char¬ 
tered  for  the  expedition  to  Hatter  as  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 


U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  August  23,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  letter  from  the 
Department  dated  August  22,  1861,  containing  copy  of  communication 
trom  Major-General  John  E.  Wool  to  Lieutenant-General  W.  Scott 
General  in  Chief,  dated  Fortress  Monroe,  August  20,  1861. 

In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  my  communication  of 
August  20  to  Major-General  John  E.  Wool,  my  professional  opinion 
having  been  asked. 

I  am  free  to  say  the  opinion  I  then  gave  has  undergone  no  change 
considering  the  very  unusual  rough  and  boisterous  weather  we  have 
had  and  yet  continue  to  have  in  this  quarter.  It  is  now  blowing  so 
heavy  from  the  north  and  east  that  vessels  are  running  in  for  a  harbor. 

V  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-  Office} ,  A  tlantic  Stockading  Squadron . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


[Enclosure.] 

u.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  August  20,  1861. 

fitness  of  the  steamers  Adelaide  l Id  "cloVgf Peabody,  now attMS°point 

ii~  the  esi,e<iitiou  to 

I  can  not  hesitate  long  in  pronouncing  them  unsafe  in  tbat  stormv 

cSf  of°dan0ger  fromTheS”8  ^  tot#  *“•»  «**  il 

The  Spaulding  and  Joseph  Whitney  are  perfectly  safe  and  have  abun 
dant  room  for  the  troops  proposed  to  be taken /besides we  can take 
some  on  board  the  men-of-war  if  necessary.  k 

The  naval  part  ot  the  expedition  will  be  ready  by  Thursday  uu1p«« 

day  wifi  CS  ia8ca1rep^WU°h  C#a,to*’ when  ^ 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  s-  H.  Stringham, 

I  lag- Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Major-General  John  E.  Wool,  IT.  S.  Army 


Report  of  Commander  Stellwagen,  If.  S.  Navy  records „  n*  ,  ■ 

ness  of  the  steamers  Adelaide  and  George  'hJod^  cJri  J^T^ 
expedition  to  Hatter  as  Inlet,  North  Carolina  ^  titered  for  the 


„  0ld  Comfort,  August  23,  1861 

Sir :  I  have  read  the  letter  from  the  Hon  Gidpnn  wmi  a 


ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


109 


Premising  that  I  was  verbally  instructed  to  procure,  if  possible,  two 
of  the  boats  of  the  old  Norfolk  or  Bay  line,  I  obtained  two  of  the  best 
for  the  purpose  ot  towing  the  small  vessels.  They  are  in  good  condi¬ 
tion,  and  as  seaworthy  as  the  class  of  large  bay  boats  usually  are. 
They  are  well  adapted  to  the  purpose  intended  in  good  weather,  the 
only  time  the  expedition  should  be  attempted,  as  its  object  can  only  be 
accomplished  with  a  smooth  sea  and  in  light  winds. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  Stellwagen, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  Silas  H.  Strignham, 

Commanding  JJ.  S.  Naval  Forces. 


Report  of  Flag- Officer  Stringham ,  II.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic 

Blockading  Squadron ,  of  Ms  readiness  for  the  expedition  to  Hatteras 

Inlet ,  North  Carolina. 

IT.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads ,  August  23,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  as  far  as  the 
Navy  is  concerned,  we  are  ready  to-day  to  proceed  on  the  proposed 
expedition  to  Cape  Hatteras,  yet  to  do  so  with  the  present  high  winds 
and  rough  sea  would  only  result  in  failure  of  one  object  contemplated — 
closing  inlets — as  the  schooners,  loaded  as  they  are,  would  soon  founder. 

I  trust,  however,  that  when  the  present  rough  wind  subsides  we  may 
have  a  long  continuance  of  pleasant  weather,  and  that  our  final  success 
may  fully  compensate  for  present  vexatious  delays. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  the  expedition  to  Hatteras  Inlet. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  A  ugus  t  23,  1861. 

Sir:  I  am  surprised  this  morning  by  being  shown  copy  of  letter  to 
Major-General  Wool,  dated  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Washington, 
August  21,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  it  was  “not  intended  you  (General 
Wool)  should  take  any  further  action  in  relation  to  the  expedition  (to 
coast  of  North  Carolina)  than  to  provide  such  troops  for  the  same  as 
on  conference  with  Commodore  Stringham  could  be  found  sufficient  for 
the  purpose. 

“The  expedition  originated  in  the  Navy  Department  and  is  under 
its  control.” 

I  have  always  understood  that  I  was  to  cooperate  with  the  Army. 
To-day,  in  an  interview  with  Major-General  Wool,  having  been  shown 
the  letter  above  alluded  to,  I  find  I  am  compelled  to  act  independently, 
which  I  shall  not  shrink  from,  but  proceed  immediately  to  perfecting 
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arrangements,  and  hope  to  leave  to-morrow  afternoon  or  Monday  at 
furthest,  if  the  weather  permits. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic 

Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Quaker  City  and  other 

vessels. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads ,  August  23, 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  letter  from  the 
Department  dated  August  21,  with  reference  to  ownership  of  the  Qua¬ 
ker  City,  and  to  pay  of  officers  and  crew  “until  her  arrival  at  New 
York.” 

Am  I  to  understand  by  the  last  clause  that  I  must  send  the  Quaker 
City  to  New  York  ?  I  hope  not,  at  present  at  least,  as  I  have  no  steamer 
to  spare  that  I  think  can  take  her  place. 

I  have  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  arrival  of  the  Seminole  to-day 
with  a  small  prize.  I  acknowledge  receipt  of  letter  of  August  21,  with 
reference  to  supplying  negroes  with  clothing,  and  in  this  connection 
report  the  arrival  at  this  ship,  sent  from  the  Mount  Vernon,  of  16  negro 
men,  sent  last  evening.  Also  of  same  date  apprising  me  of  sailing  of 
Susquehanna,  and  that  the  Pawnee  may  report  to  me  if  Captain  Craven 
can  dispense  with  her  services.  Also  same  date  enclosing  copy  of 
letter  from  Major-General  Wool  to  Lieutenant-General  Scott.  I  enclose 
reports*  of  Motint  Vernon ,  Commander  Glisson. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  transmitting  infor¬ 
mation  regarding  the  evasion  of  the  blockade  of  North  Carolina. 

Navy  Department,  August  23, 1861. 

Sir  :  From  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  communicated  to  this  Depart¬ 
ment  by  the  Secretary  of  State  you  will  learn  some  of  the  means 
resorted  to  in  order  to  traffic  and  carry  on  commerce  with  the  insur¬ 
gents.  There  is  no  portion  of  the  coast  which  you  are  guarding  that 
requires  greater  vigilance  or  where  well  directed  efforts  and  demon¬ 
strations  would  be  more  highly  appreciated  by  the  Government  and 
country  than  North  Carolina,  which  has  been  the  resort  of  pirates  and 
their  abettors. 

I  trust  you  will  be  successful  in  breaking  up  the  system. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


See  pp.  95, 107. 
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Joy  House,  Washington ,  August  17 ,  1861. 

Sir  :  Having  performed  the  duty  assigned  me,  I  herewith  submit  the 
facts : 

I  succeeded  in  finding  the  parties  near  Bath,  Me.,  from  whom  I 
obtained  the  following  facts,  viz :  That  A.  M.  Godfrey,  of  Mobile,  is  now 
in  London,  where  he  will  remain  for  some  time  (perhaps  through  the 
war)  acting  as  a  Southern  agent.  The  ship  belonging  to  him  had  dis¬ 
charged  her  cargo  in  Quebec,  Lower  Canada,  sailed  for  London,  and 
was  expected  to  arrive  about  the  time  that  he  did. 

The  design  is  to  load  for  the  South,  make  the  coast  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina  under  the  British  Hag,  lay  off  till  a  chance  offers,  and  then  run  the 
blockade  by  running  in  under  cover  of  the  guns  of  Fort  Macon,  through 
Old  Topsail  Inlet,  which  is  considered  to  have  a  depth  of  some  20  feet. 

I  further  gather  that  the  rebels  are  doing  a  very  active  business 
through  the  various  inlets  and  sounds  of  North  Carolina,  thereby  meet¬ 
ing  the  wants  of  the  Army  in  Virginia  directly  through  the  railroad 
of  those  States.  I  further  found  that  unscrupulous  New  England  men 
are  engaged  in  a  lucrative  business,  by  aiding  and  abetting  a  contra¬ 
band  trade  along  the  Atlantic  coast  from  Virginia  southward;  that 
they  take  out  papers  for  the  West  Indies,  with  a  show  of  freight  for  that 
latitude,  and  by  collusion  with  the  rebels  are  taken  in  as  prizes,  dis¬ 
charge  such  contraband  goods  as  they  haye,  are  let  off,  pursue  their 
voyage  to  their  destined  port,  take  in  contraband  goods,  again  in  part, 
run  down  along  the  coast,  fall  a  prey  again,  discharge  all  contraband, 
run  out,  and  return  to  their  New  England  port  with  the  balance  of  their 
cargo  with  a  show  of  honesty  that  is  surprising.  I  also  saw  men  whom 
I  know  to  be  Southern  men  purchasing  vessels,  giving  a  very  unrea¬ 
sonable  account  as  to  what  they  were  to  be  used  for,  making  up  sham 
cargoes  in  order  to  get  out  of  port.  It  was  suggested  to  me  by  respon¬ 
sible  parties  that  the  Federal  Government  must  have  agents  in  the 
various  seaports  who  are  sharper  than  any  they  have  now  in  some  of 
them. 


Yours,  obediently, 


N.  P.  Godfrey. 


One  Thomas  M.  Harwood,  of  Bath,  Me.,  is  now  in  England  (London, 
at  present)  for  the  express  purpose  of  effecting  a  sale  of  a  new  ship 
now  nearly  ready  for  sea  in  Bath,  Me.,  1,000  tons. 

N.  P.  Godfrey. 


Order  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  the 
crew  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City. 

Navy  Department,  August  24,  1861. 
Sir  :  The  Department  desires,  if  possible,  that  you  will  make  arrange¬ 
ments  with  the  crew  of  the  Quaker  City ,  their  time  being  up  on  the  25th 
instant,  by  which  she  may  be  kept  on  the  station  until  she  is  obliged  to 
return  to  port. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Special  orders  of  Major-General  Wool ,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Virginia ,  regarding  troops  and  ammunition  for  the  expedition 
to  Hatteras  Inlet ,  North  Carolina. 

Special  Orders,  )  IIdqrs.  Department  op  Virginia, 

No.  13.  \  Fort  Monroe ,  Va.,  August  25,  1861. 

1.  Major-General  Butler  will  prepare  860  troops  for  an  expedition  to 
Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  to  go  with  Commodore  Stringham,  com¬ 
manding  Home  Squadron,  to  capture  several  batteries  in  that  neighbor¬ 
hood.  The  troops  will  be  as  follows:  200  men  from  Camp  Butler  and 
600  from  Camp  Hamilton,  with  a  suitable  number  of  commissioned 
officers  and  one  company  (B)  of  the  Second  Artillery,  from  Fort 
Monroe.  They  will  be  provided  with  ten  days’  rations  and  water,  and 
140  rounds  of  ammunition.  General  Butler  will  report  as  soon  as  he 
has  his  troops  prepared  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  and  he  will  be  ready 
to  embark  at  1  o’cIock  to  morrow.  As  soon  as  the  object  of  the  expedi¬ 
tion  is  attained  the  detachment  will  return  to  Fort  Monroe. 

2.  Captain  Tallmadge,  chief  quartermaster,  will  provide  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  860  men  for  the  expedition  to  Hatteras  Inlet,  with  a  suitable 
quantity  of  water  for  ten  days’  consumption,  and  the  chief  commissary 
of  subsistence,  Captain  Taylor,  will  provide  it  with  rations  for  the  same 
length  of  time.  These  officers  will  report  the  execution  of  these  orders 
by  10  o’clock  to-morrow,  if  possible. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Wool: 

C.  C.  Churchill, 

First  Lieut.,  Third  Artillery ,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  captured  schooner  Albion  and  the 
departure  of  the  expedition  for  Hatteras  Inlet. 

IT.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  A  ugust  26,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
August  24,  containing  extract  of  letter  from  J.  L.  Farmer ;  also  of  August 
23,  in  reference  to  North  Carolina,  with  the  letter  from  N.  P.  Godfrey 
enclosed,  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State. 

I  have  this  day  sent  the  schooner  Albion  to  Philadelphia  for  judicial 
investigation.  The  men  captured  in  her  are  all  Americans;  the  captain 
from  Maine,  the  others  from  North  Carolina.  They  are  now  on  board 
the  Seminole.  Please  inform  me  what  I  shall  do  with  them. 

I  sail  to-day  at  noon  for  Hatteras  Inlet,  the  weather  being  more 
favorable  than  for  weeks  past,  though  wind  yet  from  east  and  north¬ 
east.  The  expedition,  I  hope,  will  be  successful. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


[  Endorsement  q 

Send  prisoners  to  Fort  Lafayette, 


WjELLES]. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  String! tarn,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  the  crew  of  the  XI.  S.  S.  Quaker 
City. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads ,  August  26,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  about  an  hour 
before  I  was  ready  to  leave  this  point  I  was  informed  by  Commander 
Carr  that  the  men  on  board  the  Quaker  City  refused  to  continue  longer 
on  board,  but  demanded  to  go  to  New  York. 

I  immediately  went  on  board,  and  after  explaining  the  situation  of 
the  steamer  with  regard  to  her  change  of  owners,  etc.,  all  concluded  to 
await  the  order  of  the  Department  except  nine.  These  I  have  ordered 
ashore  and  shall  supply  their  places  from  the  storeships  for  the  present 
and  until  my  return. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gtdeon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Recapture  of  the  brig  Monticello  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Daylight  in  the  Rappa¬ 
hannock  River,  August  26,  1861. 

Report  of  Commander  Glisson,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding'  U.  S.  S.  Mount  Vernon,  transmitting 
report  of  Commander  Livingston,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Mount  Yernon, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  August  27,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  enclose  to  you  copies  of  communications  received  from 
Commander  Lockwood,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Daylight,  by  which  you  will  see 
that  he  has  captured  the  brig  Monticello  in  the  Rappahannock  River. 

The  brig  arrived  here  last  night  at  about  10  p.  m.,  and  in  the  absence 
of  Flag-Officer  Silas  H.  Stringham  I  have  detained  her  subject  to  the 
decision  of  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  S.  Glisson, 

Commanding  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

IT.  S.  Propeller  Daylight, 
Rappahannock  River,  August  26,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  reached  the  mouth  of  the 
Rappahannock  at  3 : 30  p.  m.  the  24th  instant  and  relieved  the  IT.  S.  pro¬ 
peller  Mount  Vernon. 

This  morning  about  5  a.  m.  four  fine-looking  negroes,  contraband  of 
war,  slaves  from  Lancaster  County,  Va.,  came  alongside  and  deliv¬ 
ered  themselves  up.  I  send  them  for  your  disposal.  They  informed 
me  that  two  schooners  were  in  a  creek  about  12  miles  up  the  river 
loaded  with  grain  for  Fredericksburg,  and  that  the  brig  Monticello,  of 
Baltimore,  which  had  been  captured  by  the  piratical  steamer  St.  Nich¬ 
olas,  was  lying  at  Manaskin  [Monaskon]  wharf,  about  20  miles  up  the 
river.  I  determined  to  go  in  pursuit  of  them,  and  on  going  up,  found 
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that  the  schooners  had  disappeared,  but  on  nearing  the  wharf  discov¬ 
ered  the  brig  lying  there,  and  on  our  approach  she  hoisted  her  head 
sails  and  left  the  wharf,  standing  down  for  us  under  fore-and-aft  sails. 
We  went  to  quarters,  took  the  usual  measures  to  repel  an  attack  or 
surprise,  and  on  boarding  her  Lieutenant  Lynch  found  she  had  been 
given  up  by  the  rebel  authorities  to  her  owners,  which  appears  by  the 
decree  *  of  the  court  herewith  forwarded  with  the  brig’s  papers,  and  1 
would  call  your  attention  to  the  decree  and  the  reasons  therein  assigned 
for  releasing  the  brig  (the  owners  are  not  aliened  enemies),  and  also  to 
the  fact  of  the  cargo  of  coffee  (which  the  captain  says  belonged  to 
English  subjects)  having  been  sold  in  Eichmond,  Va.,  tor  23  cents  per 

P°The  captain  of  the  brig  informs  me  that  15,000  troops  left  Eichmond 
last  Thursday  or  Friday  for  Aquia  Creek,  and  that  they  have  in  this 
river  the  steamers  Virginia ,  Captain  Fairbanks;  St.  Nicholas .  com¬ 
manded  by  Henry  Lewis,  late  lieutenant,  IT.  S.  Navy,  and  a  small  tug¬ 
boat  called  the  Eureka ,  neither  of  which  is  armed,  although  they  talk 
of  arming  the  St.  Nicholas. 

Will  you  oblige  me  by  sending  back  Master’s  Mate  Eobert  L.  Kelly 
and  the  four  men,  as  their  services  are  required. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  Lockwood, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 

P.  S.— I  enclose  herewith  a  list  of  the  negroes  and  their  owners.  On 
nearing  the  brig  she  hoisted  the  American  colors,  having  previously 
shown  none. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Glisson,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Mount  Vernon,  to  send  the  brig  Monticello  to  New  York. 

Navy  Department,  August  29, 1861. 
Sir:  Tour  letter  of  the  27th  instant,  enclosing  Commander  Lock¬ 
wood’s  report  of  the  capture  of  the  brig  Monticello  in  the  Eappahannock 
Eiver,  has  been  received. 

You  will  send  the  brig  to  New  York  and  have  her  turned  over  to  the 
prize  commissioners. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Commander  O.  S.  Glisson, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Mount  Vernon,  Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  to  send  the  brig  Monticello  to  Baltimore  instead  of  New  York. 

Navy  Department,  August  30, 1861. 

Sir:  Eeferring  to  the  Department's  letter  of  the  29th  instant,  direct¬ 
ing  Commander  Glisson  to  send  the  prize  brig  Monticello  to  New  York 
for  adjudication,  it  now  directs  that  she  be  sent  to  Baltimore  and 
delivered  to  the  proper  authorities  there. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag  Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads.  Virginia. 


Not  found, 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Crosby ,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  the  capture  of  the  sloop 

Mary  Emma. 

Fortress  Monroe,  August  26,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  tlie  honor  to  report  to  you  that  I  captured  the  sloop 
Mary  Emma,  from  Horn  Harbor,  Virginia,  at  the  headwaters  of  the 
river  Manokin,  in  Maryland.  Her  captain,  John  B.  Miles,  was  not  on 
board  at  the  timeot  her  capture,  nor  had  she  any  papers  to  show  where 
she  belonged.  On  her  stern  she  had  written  with  chalk :  “  Mary  Emma, 
from  Baltimore.”  I  found  a  man  by  the  name  of  Lewis  on  board  and 
in  charge  of  her,  and  he  informed  me  that  she  was  from  Virginia,  and 
had  arrived  in  the  river  Manokin  about  twelve  days  previous  to  her 
capture.  On  the  evening  of  my  arrival  the  captain  (Miles)  removed 
the  Mary  Emma  up  the  river  about  8  miles,  in  order,  I  suppose, to  escape 
trom  capture,  and  lie  had  left  her  but  an  hour  and  a  half  previous  to 
my  taking  her.  Many  loyal  citizens  in  the  vicinity  spoke  of  this  Miles 
as  one  who  had  been  constantly  violating  the  blockade,  and  were  dis¬ 
satisfied  with  his  conduct,  and  with  the  impunity  with  which  he  disre¬ 
garded  the  laws.  The  sloop  Mary  Emma  is  now  at  anchor  in  this  port 
and  Lewis  is  in  the  guardhouse. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully, 

Peirce  Crosby, 
Lieutenant,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Major-General  John  E.  Wool. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  forwarding  infor¬ 
mation  regarding  a  supposed  blockade  runner. 

Confidential.]  Navy  Department,  August  26,  1861. 

Sir  :  The  following,  from  a  letter  received  at  this  Department,  is  given 
for  your  information : 

Tlie  British  ship  Palinurw  was,  on  the  17th  of  June,  loading  at  Calcutta  for 
Charleston,  and  had  250  bales  (gunny  bags)  on  board.  She  would  probably  take  in 
all  some  2,000  bales,  and  be  due  at  Charleston  during  the  latter  part  of  October. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Commander  Glisson ,  II.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mount 
Vernon,  transmitting  request  from  Brigadier- General  Huger,  C.  S. 
Army,  commanding  at  Norfolk,  Va.,for  a  passage  to  the  North  for  cer¬ 
tain  persons  not  prisoners  of  tear. 

U.  S.  S.  Mount  Vernon, 
Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia ,  August  27,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  hereby  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  from  Brigadier- 
General  Benj.  Huger,  commanding  the  rebel  forces  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  by 
a  flag  of  truce. 

After  a  careful  investigation  of  the  merits  of  each  case,  and  a  con¬ 
sultation  with  Major-General  Wool,  it  was  decided  to  permit  every  one 
of  the  persons  mentioned  in  the  letter  to  go  to  the  North.  They  will 
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leave  for  Baltimore  in  the  steamer  that  leaves  this  place  this  evening. 

I  send  you  a  list  of  their  names. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  ’  O.  S.  Glisson, 

Commanding  Officer,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[Enclosure.] 

Headquarters  of  the  Forces, 

Norfolk,  August  26,  1861. 

Sir:  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  I  send,  under  a  flag  of 
truce,  the  captain  and  crew  of  the  unarmed  ship  A.  B.  Thompson , 
who  are  not  considered  prisoners  of  war,  and  are  sent  North  at  their 
own  request.  A  list  of  their  names  is  appended. 

I  also  send  the  following  persons  to  you  who  desire  to  go  North  on 
their  own  business : 

Mrs.  Jno.  Williams,  to  see  her  husband. 

Mrs.  Hutchinson,  to  go  to  Washington  to  get  her  allotment,  her  hus¬ 
band  being  in  the  Navy. 

Mr.  Usher,  an  invalid,  whose  wife  is  in  the  North. 

I  send  enclosed  several  open  letters  from  here,  which  I  presume  there 
is  no  objection  to  forwarding.  Also  one  to  Major-General  Butler  from 
Colonel  Cary,  of  Hampton,  concerning  his  property  there,  and  others 
for  persons  at  Old  Point,  etc. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Benj.  Huger, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Forces. 

Commodore  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


P.  S. — I  have  allowed  Colonel  Cary  to  accompany  the  flag;  he  would 
be  glad,  if  convenient,  to  have  an  interview  with  yourself  or  the  com¬ 
manding  general. 

A  number  of  open  letters  from  persons  in  Richmond  to  their  friends 
are  also  sent  to  be  forwarded. 

B.  H. 


[First  endorsement.] 


Referred  to  Captain  Glisson,  commanding  Navy,  etc. 

I  would  recommend  that  Mrs.  Hutchinson  be  returned  to  Norfolk. 

John  E.  Wool, 

Major-General. 

[Second  endorsement.] 


Mrs.  Hutchinson  is  the  wife  of  Gunner  Hutchinson,  of  the  U.  S.  ship 
Constellation,  now  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  who  is  a  good  Union  man. 

After  a  second  consultation  with  Major-General  Wool,  she  was  also 
permitted  to  go  to  the  North. 

O.  S.  Glisson, 

Commanding  Officer ,  II.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Captain  Cliauncey ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Susque¬ 
hanna,  of  immediate  departure  for  Ratteras  Inlet. 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna, 

Off  Cape  Henry,  August  27,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  arrived  off 
the  cape  this  morning,  and  have  received  orders  from  Flag-Officer 
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Stringliam  to  join  him  off  Hatteras  Inlet,  and  shall  proceed  immedi¬ 
ately  in  execution  of  the  order. 

The  new  shaft  works  well,  with  the  exception  of  some  slight  defects, 
which  can  he  repaired  on  board. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  S.  Ciiaitncey, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flay-  Officer  Stringliam ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  transmitting  infor¬ 
mation  regarding  the  ships  Thomas  Watson ,  Perthshire ,  and  Adeline. 

Navy  Department,  August  28, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith  for  your  information  an  extract  from  a  letter* 
forwarded  to  this  Department  by  Mr.  B.  A.  Mumford,  of  New  York, 
in  regard  to  the  ship  Thomas  Watson;  an  extract  from  a  dispatch  of 
the  U.  S.  consul  at  Liverpool,  forwarded  to  this  Department  by  the 
Secretary  of  State,  dated  August  3,  respecting  a  shipment  of  arms 
for  the  Southern  States,  and  also  respecting  Thomas  Watson;  an 
extract  of  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Brown  Bros.  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  for¬ 
warded  to  this  Department  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  August 
17,  in  relation  to  the  ship  Perthshire ;  also  extracts  from  a  dispatch  of 
the  U.  S.  vice  consul  general  at  Havaua,  forwarded  to  this  Department 
by  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  August  8, 1861,  in  relation  to  a  schooner 
called  the  Adeline ,  flying  British  colors. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  Consulate,  Liverpool,  August  3,  1861. 

Sir  :  The  Thomas  Watson  sailed  on  Sunday  last,  the  25th. 

As  she  was  going  out  of  dock  she  took  a  number  of  cases  and  barrels 
on  board.  She  is  armed  with  a  9-pounder  gun  and  has  a  quantity  of 
hand  grenades  on  board. 

I  hope  she  will  not  escape;  if  she  does,  many  more  will  try  it.  Since 
she  arrived  here  another  vessel,  the  Princess  Royal,  English,  has  arrived 
here  with  naval  stores  from  North  Carolina,  having  run  the  blockade 
at  Beaufort.  The  profits  on  these  cargoes  are  enormous. 

Fifteen  cases  rifles  have  been  shipped  to  Montevideo  during  the  week 
and  a  large  quantity  of  muskets  as  usual  to  Africa.  The  English  bark 
Hind  (lately  the  American  bark  Daylight)  sailed  for  Monrovia  on  the 
24th,  having  125  cases  arms  and  1,000  kegs  powder.  She  is  a  clipper 
bark  of  200  tons,  painted  black.  I  only  mention  her  as  a  matter  of 
prudence,  having  no  other  ground  of  suspicion  than  the  nature  and 
quantity  of  her  cargo,  and  knowing  that  in  any  case  where  wrong  is 
intended  the  clearance  would  furnish  no  true  indication  of  the  real 
destination. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Wilding. 

[Hon.  W.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State.] 


Simply  reports  Thomas  Watson  loading  in  Liverpool  for  Wilmington,  N.  C. 
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New  York,  August  17 ,  1861. 

Sir-  *  *  *  Ship  Perthshire,  from  Mobile,  which  vessel  has 

arrived,  as  you  will  see,  Tlie  facts  of  the  case,  as  we learn  i from  lie 
captain,  are,  tl.at  when  he  was  going  into  Pensacola,  at  which  place 
was  originally  intended  that  the  vessel  should  be  loaded,  he  was 
warned  off  by  one  of  your  ships  of  war  and  an  endorsement  to  that 
effect  made  on  his  papers.  He  then  went  to  Mobile,  where  he  arnvet 
on  tlie  14th  of  May,  and  after  loading,  sailed  again  on  the  30th,  the 
last  day  of  the  fifteen  allowed  for  ships  to  load  and  leave.  As  he  was 
coming  out  he  was  boarded  by  an  officer  of  the  Niagara,  who  told  him 
to  proceed  on  his  voyage,  but  did  not  endorse  his  papers  norgivehim 
any  document  to  show  that  he  had  been  boarded ;  and  on  the  9th  ot 
June  he  was  again  boarded  by  the  IT.  S.  S.  Massachusetts,  ordered  to 
heave  to,  a  prize  crew  put  on  board,  and  sent  to  Pensacola;  but,  on 
arriving  off  the  harbor,  he  was  at  once  released  by  the  commander  of 
the  squadron,  who  saw  that  the  capture  was  illegal,  and  then  proceeded 
to  Liverpool,  but  again  his  papers  were  omitted  to  be  endorsed,  and  he 
was  liable  to  be  stopped  by  any  other  United  States  ship  lie  might  fall 


in  with.  1  ,  , 

He  was  detained  about  eight  days,  and  for  this  we  have  had  to  pay 

an  additional  premium  of  107  per  cent.  . 

You  will  see  that  the  proceedings  have  been  altogether  irregular,  and 
how  necessary  it  is  that  your  cruisers  should  be  furnished  with  proper 
instructions,  so  as  to  prevent  any  difficulty  of  this  nature  hereafter. 

Commending  the  matter,  which  is  of  marked  importance  to  the 
commercial  world,  to  your  attention,  in  the  hope  that  it  may  lead  to 
the  taking  by  the  Navy  Department  of  the  steps  indicated  as  neces¬ 
sary  in  the  premises, 

We  are,  your  friends, 

Brown  Brothers  &  Co. 
Howard  Potter. 


Hon.  Secretary  op  State, 

Washington,  J>.  C. 


[Extract.] 

Consulate-General  op  the  United  States  op  America, 

Havana,  August  8,  1861. 

Sir  :  On  the  3d  instant  a  small  schooner  under  British  colors,  called 
the  Adeline,  Smith,  master,  arrived  here  from  Savannah  with  a  cargo 
of  rice,  having  met  no  vessel  of  our  blockading  squadron.  She  went 
there  from  Nassau  and  is  now  loading  here  to  return  to  Savannah  witli 
sugar  and  fruit.  I  will  report  her  to  our  naval  officers  at  Key  West. 

Some  days  since  a  British  brig  came  to  Cardenas  from  Wilmington, 
[N.  C.],  laden  also  with  rice.  *  *  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Thos.  Savage, 

Vice-  Consul-  General. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  Washington. 


United  States  Steamer  Susquehanna. 
Drawn  from  war-time  print. 
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Report  of  Captain  Chauncey ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Susque¬ 
hanna,  of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  off  Hatter  as  Inlet. 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna, 
Eatteras  Inlet ,  North  Carolina,  August  28,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  ship,  under  my 
command,  in  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  2Gtli  instant,  received 
yesterday  at  noon  off  Cape  Henry,  and  to  report  the  ship  ready  for 
service. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  S.  Chauncey, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringiiam, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hatter  as  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 


Capture *  of  Confederate  batteries  at  Eatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina, 

August  28  and  29,  1861. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringiiam,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 

Off  Hatter  as  Inlet ,  August  30,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  we  have  been  eminently 
successful  in  our  expedition.  All  that  could  be  wished  by  the  most 
hopeful  has  been  accomplished. 

This  morning  we  are  taking  on  board  the  Minnesota,  officers  and  men, 
615,  captured  with  the  forts  at  Hatteras  Inlet,  which  surrendered  yes¬ 
terday  after  bombardment  from  the  fleet  of  parts  of  two  days. 

I  shall  forward  a  full  account  immediately  on  my  arrival  at  Hew 
York,  whither  I  have  concluded  to  land  them,  as  requested  in  your 
communication  in  reference  to  prisoners  coming  into  possession  of  the 
Navy.  After  landing  them  I  shall  return  to  Hampton  Eoads. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
transmitting  articles  of  capitulation. 

XJ.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 

Off  Eatteras  Inlet,  August  30,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  articles  of  capitulation  agreed 
upon  at  the  surrender  of  the  forts  at  the  inlet  of  Hatteras,  North 
Carolina.  _ 

*For  reports  of  part  borne  by  the  Army  in  this  affair,  see  Official  Records  of  the 
Union  and  Confederate  Armies,  Series  1,  Vol.  4,  pp.  579-594. 
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* 

If  the  Department  has  any  orders  I  should  be  pleased  to  receive  them 
at  New  York. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer ,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

IJ.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Off  Matter  as  Inlet ,  August  29,  A.  I).  1861. 

Articles  of  capitulation  between  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  commanding  the  Atlantic  Block¬ 
ading  Squadron,  and  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  on  behalf  of  the 
U.  S.  Government,  and  Samuel  Barron,  commanding  the  naval  forces  for  the  defense  of 
North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  and  Colonel  Martin,  commanding  the  forces,  and  Major 
Andrews,  commanding  the  same  forces  at  Fort  Hatteras. 

It  is  stipulated  and  agreed  between  the  contracting  parties  that  the 
forces  under  command  of  the  said  Barron,  Martin,  and  Andrews,  and 
all  munitions  of  war,  arms,  men,  and  property  under  the  command  of 
said  Barron,  Martin,  and  Andrews,  be  unconditionally  surrendered  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  in  terms  of  full  capitulation. 

And  it  is  stipulated  and  agreed  upon  by  the  contracting  parties  on 
the  part  of  the  U.  S.  Government  that  the  officers  and  men  shall  receive 
the  treatment  due  to  prisoners  of  war. 

In  witness  whereof  we,  the  said  Stringham  and  Butler,  on  behalf  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  said  Barron,  Martin,  and  Andrews,  repre¬ 
senting  the  forces  at  Hatteras  Inlet,  hereunto  interchangeably  set  our 
hands  this  29th  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1861,  and  of  the  Independence  of 
the  United  States  the  eighty- fifth  year. 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer ,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Benj.  F.  Butler, 

Major-General ,  IT.  S.  Army ,  Commanding. 

S.  Barron, 

Flag-Officer ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  Comdg.  Naval  Defenses  Ya.  and  N.  C. 

Wm.  F.  Martin, 

Colonel  Seventh  Regiment  Infantry ,  North  Carolina  Volunteers. 

W.  S.  G.  Andrews, 

Major ,  Commanding  Forts  Hatteras  and  Clark. 


Detailed  report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squad¬ 
ron,  transmitting  report  of  Commander  Gillis,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Monticello. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

New  York  Harbor,  September  2,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  left  Hampton 
RorcIs  August  1S61j  tlic  c&rliost  uioruGut  tlio  wButlicr  would  porruit 
with  the  flagship  Minnesota ,  Captain  G.  J.  Van  Brunt,  haviuo-  in  com¬ 
pany  the  U.  S.  steamers  Wabash ,  Captain  Samuel  Mercer-  Monticelln 
Commander  John  P.  Gillis;  Pawnee,  Commander  S.  C.  Rowan-  Harriet 
Lane,  Captain  John  Faunce;  U.  S.  chartered  steamers  Adelaide  Com 
mander  Henry  S.  Stellwagen ;  George  Peabody,  Lieutenant  R.  B.  Lowry 
and  tug  Fanny,  Lieutenant  Peirce  Crosby,  all  of  United  States  Navy. 

lhe  transports  Adelaide  and  George  Peabody,  towing  schooners  with 
surtboats  on  them,  and  the  Monticello  and  Pawnee  surlboats  only. 
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Major-General  Butler  took  passage  in  this  ship,  the  transports  hay¬ 
ing  parts  of  two  regiments  and  one  company  of  regulars  under  the 
commands  of  Colonels  Max  Weber  and  Hawkins  and  Captain  Larned, 
U.  S.  Army.  At  —  p.  m.  passed  Cape  Henry  and  discharged  pilot; 
light  airs  from  south  and  east,  with  a  ground  swell. 

Tuesday ,  27th. — Light  airs  from  the  south  and  east  with  a  heavy 
ground  swell ;  at  9 : 30  a.  m.  Cape  Hatteras  light  in  sight,  rounded  the 
shoals  off  Hatteras,  and  at  5  p.  m.  anchored  at  the  southward  of 
the  cape,  the  squadron  in  company.  Hoisted  out  the  surfboats  and 
made  preparations  for  landing  troops  in  the  morning. 

Wednesday ,  28th. — Southerly  winds,  heavy  surf  rolling  on  the  beach. 

Calling  the  men  at  4  a.  m.,  gave  them  an  early  breakfast.  Put  12- 
pound  rifle  gun  and  12-pound  howitzer  in  one  of  the  surfboats  and  sent 
it  to  the  Adelaide ;  Major-General  Butler,  and  the  marines  of  the  Min¬ 
nesota,  the  latter  under  command  of  Captain  William  L.  Shuttleworth, 
U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  and  sent  to  the  Harriet  Lane. 

At  6:  45  a.  m.  made  signal  to  “disembark  troops,”  and  ordered  Paw- 
nee,  Monticello ,  and  Harriet  Lane  to  cover  and  assist  in  landing  them. 

At  8:  45  the  Wabash,  with  the  Cumberland,  Captain  John  Marston, 
in  tow,  led  in  toward  Fort  Clark,  the  Minnesota  following.  At  same 
time  the  Monticello,  Pawnee,  Harriet  Lane ,  and  the  transports  stood  in 
toward  a  wreck  about  2  miles  east  of  the  fort  and  commenced  landing 
the  troops  at  11 : 30. 

At  10  o’clock  the  Wabash  and  Cumberland  opened  tire  on  Fort  Clark. 
The  fire  was  returned  by  the  fort. 

At  10 : 10  the  Minnesota  passed  inside  of  the  Wabash  and  Cumberland 
and  opened  fire.  These  vessels  continued  passing  and  repassing  the 
fort  until  it  was  abandoned  by  the  enemy. 

The  fire  was  returned  from  the  fort,  the  shot  falling  short  or  passing 
over  the  ships. 

At  11  o’clock  the  Susquehanna,  Captain  J.  Chauncey,  made  her  num¬ 
ber  and  was  directed  to  engage  the  battery. 

At  12 : 25  p.  m.  flags  down  on  Forts  Clark  and  Hatteras,  the  first 
apparently  abandoned  by  the  enemy,  who  were  running  toward  Fort 
Hatteras  and  leaving  the  shore  in  boats. 

At  12 :  30  p.  m.  made  signal  to  cease  firing. 

At  1 : 10  p.  m.  our  troops  moving  up  the  beach.  At  2  p.  m.  American 
flag  displayed  from  Fort  Clark  by  our  pickets,  who  were  in  possession. 

At  4  Monticello,  Captain  Gillis,  was  ordered  to  feel  his  way  into  the 
inlet  and  take  possession,  but  he  had  advanced  only  a  short  distance 
when  fire  was  opened  on  him  from  Fort  Hatteras,  toward  which  a  tug 
steamer,  towing  a  schooner  filled  with  troops  was  seen  coming  from 
the  southward  for  its  relief. 

General  signal,  “Engage  batteries,”  was  immediately  made.  The 
Minnesota,  Susquehanna,  and  Pawnee  opened  fire  at  once  (the  Wabash 
having  towed  the  Cumberland  into  the  offing). 

The  Monticello,  from  her  advanced  position,  was  much  exposed  and 
was  struck  several  times,  but  finally  hauled  off  without  serious  damage. 

At  6 : 15  signal  to  cease  firing  was  made  and  the  squadron  hauled  off 
for  the  night,  with  exception  of  Monticello,  Pawnee,  and  Harriet  Lane, 
they  being  ordered  to  go  inshore  and  protect  the  troops  during  the 
night. 

Wind  from  south,  and  weather  looking  squally. 

Thursday,  29th. — Southwest  winds  and  pleasant  weather;  sea  more 
moderate.  At  5 :  30  a.  m.  made  general  signal,  “Prepare  to  engage  bat¬ 
teries  and  follow  my  motions;”  weighed  anchor  and  stood  inshore;  dis¬ 
covered  the  main  body  of  our  troops  near  where  they  landed. 
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At  7 : 15  instructed  commanders  of  Monticello  and  Pawnee  to  attend 
to  the  troops  on  the  beach  and  embark  them  if  they  wished  to  come 
off;  if  they  did  not,  to  provision  them. 

At  7 : 30  made  general  signal,  “ Attack  batteries,  but  be  careful  not  to 
fire  near  the  battery  in  our  possession.” 

At  8  a.  m.,  Susquehanna  leading,  opened  fire  on  Fort  Hatteras,  the 
Wabash  following;  Minnesota  passing  inside  of  the  Wabash ,  anchored 
between  her  and  the  Susquehanna  and  opened  fire  at  8:15.  At  9  the 
Cumberland  came  in  under  sail — handled  handsomely — and  anchored 
in  excellent  position  on  the  starboard  bow  of  the  Minnesota  and  com¬ 
menced  firing  with  effect. 

Observing  our  shot  to  fall  short  some,  made  signal  u  Cease  firing; 
use  15-second  fuzes  only,  with  X-inch  guns.” 

At  9:35  recommenced  firing,  our  shot  now  falling  in  and  around  the 
battery  with  great  effect. 

At  9 : 45  the  Harriet  Lane  came  up  and  joined  in  the  fire  with  her 
rifled  guns. 

At  11: 10  a.  m.  a  white  flag  was  displayed  from  the  fort.  Made  sig¬ 
nal  “Cease  firing.” 

The  enemy  returned  our  fire  throughout  the  engagement,  but  with 
no  effect,  their  shot  falling  short. 

Almost  at  the  commencement  of  the  engagement  they  hauled  down 
their  colors,  and  showed  none  until  the  white  flag  was  displayed. 
When  the  flag  was  hauled  down  it  was  thought  by  many  they  had  sur¬ 
rendered,  but  as  the  same  thing  had  been  done  yesterday  and  they 
afterwards  fired  on  the  Monticello ,  no  attention  was  paid  to  it.  They 
soon  recommenced  firing,  and  continued  so  to  do  until  they  surrendered, 
without,  as  I  have  stated  above,  any  colors  flying. 

Upon  the  appearance  of  the  white  flag  our  troops  marched  toward 
the  fort,  and  as  if  by  preconcerted  signal,  but  without  any  order  or 
request,  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  squadron  gave  three  hearty  cheers 
for  our  success. 

At  11 : 30  Major-General  Butler  in  the  tug  Fanny  went  into  the  inlet 
to  the  rear  of  the  forts  to  take  possession.  Three  steamers  and  several 
schooners  with  troops  on  board  were  in  the  sound  watching  the  engage¬ 
ment.  They  all  left  as  the  Fanny  approached.  She  fired  at  them  with 
her  rifled  piece. 

I  directed  the  Harriet  Lane  to  go  in  the  inlet,  giving  her  my  best 
pilot.  She  grounded,  but  soon  got  off. 

The  chartered  steamers,  with  the  remaining  troops  on  board,  went 
into  the  inlet.  The  Lane,  in  following  these  steamers,  grounded  a  sec¬ 
ond  time,  and  has  been  unable  at  the  time  of  my  departure  from  the 
inlet  (3  p.  m.  of  the  30th)  to  get  off.  The  weather  being  fine  and  sea 
smooth,  and  having  the  assistance  of  the  Susquehanna ,  Monticello,  and 
Pawnee,  under  my  directions,  to  render  every  aid,  I  am  in  hopes  that 
she  has,  ere  this,  succeded  in  getting  afloat  again. 

In  this  connection  1  may  very  appropriately  apprise  the  Department 
and  congratulate  myself  that  I  have  no  accident  to  record  to  a  single 
officer  or  man  of  the  Navy,  Army,  or  marines. 

At  about  2:  30  p.  m.  of  the  29th  Major-General  Butler  came  to  this 
ship  bringing  with  him  three  seuior  officers,  viz,  Samuel  Barron,  flag- 
officer,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  naval  defenses  of  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina;  William  F.  Martin,  colonel  Seventh  Regiment  Infantry 
North  Carolina  Volunteers;  William  S.  G.  Andrews,  major,  command¬ 
ing  Forts  Hatteras  and  Clark,  informing  me  the  enemy  had  surrendered 
under  the  stipulations  contained  in  the  original  agreement  between 


ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


123 


myself  and  Major-General  Butler  on  behalf  of  the  U.  S.  Government 
and  the  officers  above  named,  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  which  agree¬ 
ment  I  had  the  honor  of  enclosing  with  my  dispatch  No.  134,  under 
date  August  30,  off  Hatteras  Inlet. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  report  of  Commander  J.  P. 
Gillis,  of  the  Monticello ,  and  I  here  take  the  opportunity  of  mentioning 
with  great  pleasure  the  name  of  Commander  A.  Ludlow  Case,  my  fleet 
captain,  for  very  prompt  and  efficient  services  during  all  the  time  we 
have  been  occupied  in  the  expedition  so  successfully  terminated. 

In  conclusion,  1  beg  leave  to  state  to  the  Department  and  to  my 
Government,  that  I  have  nought  but  praise  to  accord  to  officers,  sea¬ 
men,  and  marines,  and  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Army  who  were 
present,  for  gallantry  and  cheerful  devotion  to  duty  and  to  their  Gov¬ 
ernment,  the  United  States  of  America,  which  they  all  cheerfully  and 
heartily  serve. 

That  it  may  be  perpetual,  is  their  wish  and  the  wish  of, 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stbingiiam, 

Flag-Officer ,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Monticello, 

Off  Hatteras  Inlet ,  August  30 ,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  feeling  our  way  through  the  entrance,  endeavoring  to  reach 
with  this  vessel  the  harbor,  we  grounded,  frequently  touching  bow  and 
stern.  Finding  the  water  shoaling,  and  being  attacked  briskly  by  the 
battery  on  shore  of  fourteen  guns,  having  no  room  to  work  ship,  and 
likely  to  get  hard  aground,  we  returned  the  fire  and  opened  rapidly  on 
the  fort,  officers  and  men  doing  their  duty  with  courage  and  coolness. 
We  succeeded  in  turning  and  getting  the  vessel  into  deeper  water  as 
the  battery  on  shore  ceased  firing.  The  following  is  a  memorandum  of 
damages  received  from  the  Confederate  battery:  One  shot  amidships 
on  the  port  side,  which  has  probably  lodged  in  a  knee,  as  we  can  see 
no  evidence  inside.  Another  shot  amidships,  on  port  side,  carried 
away  boat’s  davit  and  drove  the  fragments  through  the  armory,  pantry, 
and  galley.  Another  shot  cut  away  part  of  the  topsail  yard  and  sail. 
Another  shot  in  the  starboard  bow  at  water  line.  This  shot  is  lodged 
in  a  knee  in  the  shell  locker  forward.  One  shot  amidships  on  starboard 
side  passed  through  the  berth  deck,  through  paint  locker,  across  fire 
room,  and  lodged  in  the  port  coal  bunker,  after  rippiug  up  the  deck; 
the  whaleboat’s  bottom  shot  away  and  gig  injured. 

I  hasten  to  give  you,  sir,  this  account  of  repairs  necessary ;  having 
been  almost  constantly  employed,  have  not  made  out  any  formal  report. 
We  expended  between  90  and  100  shell  and  3  shrapnel. 

Congratulating  you,  sir,  on  the  successiul  result  of  the  attack  on  the 
batteries  of  the  Confederates,  and  the  good  cause  in  which  we  are  en¬ 
gaged,  I  will  conclude  with  “the  Union  now,  theUnion  ever,”  and  am, 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  Jno.  P.  Gillis, 

Commander ,  JJ.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  8.  H.  Stringham,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron , 

Off  Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

transmitting  list  of  prisoners  captured. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

New  Yorlc  Harbor ,  September  2,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  the  Department  a  correct  list* 
of  the  prisoners  captured  by  the  Navy  at  Forts  Hatteras  and  Clark  on 
the  29th  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1861,  amounting  to  a  few  more  than  the 
number  I  gave  in  my  dispatch  No.  133. 

The  three  senior  officers  of  the  enemy  surrendered  their  swords  to  me 
on  board  the  Minnesota.  Will  the  Department  please  inform  me  what 
disposition  I  can  make  of  them. 

I  am  not  able  to  get  a  correct  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy. 

I  wish  in  this  official  manner  to  renew  the  opinion  which  I  [have] 
heretofore  given,  as  to  the  very  great  importance  to  the  Government 
of  retaining  in  our  possession  the  forts  at  Hatteras. 

This  inlet  I  consider  the  key  to  all  the  ports  south  of  Hatteras,  and 
only  second  in  importance  to  Fortress  Monroe  and  Hampton  Roads. 

From  all  I  can  learn  it  was  the  intention  of  the  enemy  to  fortify  this 
point  as  strong  as  possible. 

It  will  be  of  great  service  to  our  fleet  in  their  blockading  operations, 
and  most  effectually,  I  trust,  put  an  end  to  the  pirating  which  has 
been  so  successfully  carried  on  there  for  some  time  past. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  of 
two  heroic  incidents  of  the  bombardment. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

New  York  Harbor ,  September  3,  1861. 

Sir  :  My  official  report  was  too  extended  to  allow  me  to  particularize 
incidents  of  the  bombardment  of  the  28th  and  29th  August. 

I  venture  to  relate  two  incidents.  The  raising  of  the  United  States 
flag  upon  Fort  Clark  I  have  mentioned,  and  that  it  was  a  deed  of  noble 
daring  was  apparent  to  friends  and  enemies. 

It  was  done  by  a  sailor  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee.  (I  regret  I  have 
not  his  name.)  He  was  one  of  a  few  from  that  vessel  out  of  their  ship 
their  boat  having  been  swamped  in  landing  troops.  ’ 

The  “Minuesotians”  yet  talk  of  an  incident  which  occurred  on  board 
this  ship.  J.  D.  Kraigbaum,  in  sponging  a  gun,  unfortunately  lost 
overboard  his  sponger;  quick  as  thought  he  plunged  overboard,  grasped 
it,  swam  np  to  the  port,  and  was  helped  in  by  his  comrades. 

When  asked  by  his  officer  why  he  did  so  rash  an  [act],  he  replied  he 
did  not  want  his  gun  to  be  disgraced. 

I  am  sure  the  Department  will  pardon  me  for  relating  these  incidents 
I  can  only  offer  as  excuse  the  pride  which  I  take  in  officers  and  men 


List  omitted.  It  contained  670  names. 
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under  my  command  who  are  thus  ready  to  risk  life  in  the  service  of 
their  country. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 


Report  of  Captain  Mercer,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wabash,  of  the  arrival  of  that 

vessel  at  New  York,  and  of  the  damages  received  in  the  engagement  at  Hatteras  Inlet,  North 

Carolina. 

IT.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Wabash, 

New  York ,  October  8,  1861. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  order  of  September  18,  1861,  I  have  the 
honor  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  of  this  ship  at  this  port. 

I  will  take  occasion  here  to  remark  that  this  ship  was  struck  twice 
in  the  hull  at  Hatteras  Inlet  by  shot  from  a  rilled  cannon. 

The  first  shot  struck  just  forward  of  the  mainmast  in  the  starboard 
gangway,  about  a  foot  and  a  half  above  the  water  line. 

The  second,  just  forward  of  the  mizzen  channels,  starboard  side,  5  or 
6  feet  under  water ;  both  shot  were  fully  buried  in  the  hull  of  the  ship. 

I  would  also  respectfully  request  permission  to  discharge  my  steward 
and  servant,  both  shipped  especially  as  such.  Their  names  are,  respec¬ 
tively,  Edward  Gordon  and  Stephen  Statia.  I  will  also  mention  that 
the  bottom  of  the  Wabash  is  thickly  coated  with  barnacles,  accumulated 
while  anchored  off  Charleston. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  Merger, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  City. 


Detailed  report  of  Commander  Gillis,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Monticello. 

IT.  S.  S.  Monticello, 

Off  Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina ,  August  31, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that,  in  obedience  to  the  order 
of  Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham,  the  transport  steamers  with  troops  on 
board  were  convoyed  safely  to  the  position  off  this  inlet  indicated  by 
him. 

I  communicated  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Cumberland ;  the  Harriet  Lane  took 
her  in  tow;  boarded  schooner  Equator, from  Nassau  [New Providence], 
with  fruit,  for  New  York. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  frigates  Minnesota  and  Wabash  (27th),  received 
further  instructions  from  the  flag-officer,  and  proceeded  to  carry  them 
out.  Stood  in  and  made  a  reconnoissance  of  the  shore,  discovering  two 
forts  on  north  side  of  entrance  to  Hatteras  Inlet,  and  a  suitable  place 
for  landing  troops  on  the  beach  about  2  miles  to  the  north. 

On  the  28th  received  the  marines  from  Minnesota  and  Wabash,  also  a 
lighter,  or  scow,  with  two  howitzers,  which  we  landed,  and  assisted  in 
landing  some  of  the  other  troops,  about  300  in  all,  I  believe.  The  Min¬ 
nesota,  Wabash,  and  Cumberland  took  positions  and  commenced  shelling 
the  forts  on  the  point,  which  promptly  returned  the  fire,  and  the  Harriet 
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Lane ,  Pawnee ,  and  Monticello ,  covered  our  troops  on  shore  with  their 
shell.  Wind  freshening  and  surf  increasing,  could  not  land  more  troops. 
Steamed  down  along  the  beach,  extending  our  firing  to  the  forts,  one  of 
which  ceased  to  fire  and  hauled  down  the  Confederate  flag.  W  e  were 
feeling  our  way  in  through  inlet  when  signaled  to  come  alongside  the 
flagship;  received  a  pilot  for  the  inlet  from  flagship;  proceeded  to 
attempt  the  passage;  no  rebel  flag  flying  on  shore;  entered  between  the 
breakers,  feeling  our  way  carefully  with  the  lead  for  deepest  water. 
The  vessel  struck  heavily  frequently.  Continued  on  in  hopes  of  get¬ 
ting  into  deeper  water  and  being  enabled  to  enter  the  sound,  the  large 
fort  of  fifteen  guns  still  showing  no  colors  and  our  own  troops  in  pos¬ 
session  of  the  other  of  five  guns.  As  we  turned  the  point  on  Spithead, 
finding  so  little  water  that  we  would  be  compelled  to  turn  and  work  the 
vessel  out  again  if  possible,  the  large  fort  opened  a  brisk  fire  upon 
us,  which  we  promptly  returned  with  our  pivot  gun  and  port  battery 
(two  32-pounders  abaft);  ship  striking  often  as  we  backed  and  filled  to 
turn  her  head  seaward.  By  keeping  the  engine  in  motion  we  succeeded, 
with  the  aid  of  the  swell,  in  getting  out  of  the  inlet,  firing  5-second 
shell  rapidly  and  with  precision  at  the  battery.  We  were  about  fifty 
minutes  in  this  tight  place,  during  which  time  we  fired  thirty  shell. 
The  tort  fired  slow  as  we  came  out  and  did  not  return  our  last  three 
shot,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  promptness  with  which  the  flag-officer  and 
the  other  vessel  opened  upon  them  for  our  relief.  We  were  struck  by 
8-inch  shot  and  shell,  once  amidships  on  port  side,  shot  lodged  in  knee; 
another  amidships  on  port  side,  which  carried  away  boat  davit  and 
drove  the  fragments  of  shell  and  davit  through  the  armory,  pantry,  and 
galley;  another  shot  carried  away  a  part  of  the  foretopsail  yard  and 
sail  on  the  port  yardarm ;  another  on  the  starboard  bow.  This  shot 
lodged  in  the  knee  at  forward  end  of  shell  locker.  Another  shot  amid¬ 
ships  on  the  starboard  side  passed  through  across  berth  deck,  through 
locker  and  bulkhead,  across  fire  room,  and  lodged  in  the  port  coal 
bunker,  ripping  up  the  deck  in  the  gangway  over  it.  Whaleboat’s  bot¬ 
tom  shot  away  and  gig  injured.  Received  carpenters  from  flagship  to 
make  temporary  repairs,  plug  shot  holes,  etc.,  and  stood  in  toward  the 
batteries,  firing  several  guns. 

Expended  the  following  ammunition: 

Seventeen  5-second  10-inch  shells,  eighteen  10-second  10  inch  shells, 
eleven  15-second  10  inch  shells,  nine  5-second  32-pounder  shells,  twenty 
10-second  32-pounder  shells,  eleven  15-second  32-pounder  shells,  three 
shrapnel;  total,  89. 

Powder : 

Forty-six  10-pound  charges,  twenty-eight  6-pound  charges,  fifteen 
4-pound  charges;  total,  89. 

We  have  since  learned  that  the  pilot  took  us  in  the  wrong  channel  or 
passage. 

29th — Went  in  to  endeavor  to  get  off  the  surf  boats  from  the  beach; 
got  one  and  delivered  her  to  steamer  Adelaide ;  sent  provisions  to  the 
troops  on  shore.  The  Minnesota,  Wabash,  and  Susquehanna  opened  fire 
on  the  large  fort.  Cumberland  came  in,  anchored,  and  opened  fire.  Fort 
showed  a  white  flag.  Steamer  Fanny  went  in,  also  the  Adelaide  and 
Peabody  with  remainder  of  troops,  four  American  flags  flying  on  the 
large  fort,  which  fired  a  salute  of  fourteen  guns.  Went  to  the  assistance 
of  the  Harriet.  Lane ,  aground  in  the  inlet;  took  men  off  the  hulks. 

30th — Picked  up  a  large  boat  adrift  to  northward  and  eastward ;  deliv¬ 
ered  her  to  Wabash.  The  forts,  we  learn,  mounted  21  guns,  large  caliber. 
Six  hundred  and  fifteen  prisoners  brought  off  to  flagship,  among  them 
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Captam  Samuel  Barron  ancl  Lieutenant  Sharp,  late  of  the  U.  S.  Navy. 
Of  the  Confederates  there  were  7  killed  and  25  wounded.  Another 
report  gives  45  as  the  number  killed;  that  many  were  sent  off  in  their 
steamers  up  the  sound  on  the  evening  of  the  28th.  On  board  the  Mon - 
ticello  there  were  2  wounded  slightly.  The  officers  and  crew  of  this 
vessel  acted  with  courage  and  coolness,  particularly  while  we  were 
under  the  close  and  rapid  fire  of  the  large  fort  and  endeavoring  to  get 
the  vessel  in  deeper  water,  she  striking  hard  and  frequent. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  P.  Gillis, 

Commander. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy ,  Washington. 


List  of  officers  attached  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Monticello. 


Commander,  John  P.  Gillis. 

First  lieutenant,  Daniel  L.  Braine. 
Acting  master,  Edwin  V.  Gager. 

Acting  paymaster,  Geo.  De  F.  Barton. 
Assistant  surgeon,  Fred  E.  Potter. 
Acting  master,  John  F.  Winchester. 
Acting  chief  engineer,  George  M.  Wait. 
Master’s  mate,  first,  Lewis  A.  Brown. 


Master’s  mate,  second,  Richard  Hustace. 
Master’s  mate,  third,  Augustus  G.  Steb- 
bins. 

Acting  second  engineer,  Jonathan 
Thomas. 

Acting  third  engineer,  Columbus  L. 
Griffin. 


To  Lieutenant  Braine  I  am  indebted  for  the  previous  drilling  of  the 
crew  and  attention  to  the  battery ;  to  Acting  Master  Gager  for  his  care¬ 
ful  management  at  the  wheel,  and  to  Acting  Chief  Engineer  Wait  for 
his  care  and  promptness  in  the  management  of  the  engines. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  P.  Gillis, 

Commander. 


Report  of  Commander  Stellwagen,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  chartered  steamer  Adelaide, 
transmitting  surgeon's  report  of  casualties. 

U.  S.  Chartered  Steamer  Adelaide, 

August  31 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  the  expedition  to  Cape  Hatteras  Inlet  has 
resulted  in  a  signal  victory  over  the  rebels,  the  capture  of  two  forts, 
25  cannons,  1,000  stands  of  arms,  715  prisoners,  amongst  whom  are 
Captain  Samuel  Barron,  Lieutenant  Sharp,  and  Dr.  Wyatt  M.  Brown, 
all  late  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  and  Major  Andrews  and  other  officers,  late 
of  the  XL  S.  Army.  The  amount  of  loss  on  their  side  is  not  exactly 
known ;  5  are  ascertained  to  have  been  buried,  and  11  wounded  are  on 
board  this  vessel.  Many  were  carried  away,  Lieutenant  Murdaugh,  late 
of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  among  the  number,  with  the  loss  of  an  arm.  We 
met  with  no  casualty  of  any  consequence  whatever.  The  surrender 
was  unconditional.  For  full  particulars,  I  beg  to  refer  to  the  reports 
of  Flag-Officer  Silas  Stringliam  and  Major-General  B.  F.  Butler. 

Although  the  Adelaide  and  G.  Peabody  were. chartered  for  other 
especial  service,  yet  to  further  other  important  operations  I  consented 
to  take  the  troops  on  board  fromNewport  News  and  Fortress  Monroe,  900 
men,  with  arms,  provisions,  and  munitions  of  war,  and  landed  part  of 
them,  about  300,  amidst  a  heavy  surf  until  the  boats  filled  and  became 
unmanageable.  The  men  of- war  hauled  in  and  commenced  a  heavy 
cannonade  at  10: 15  a.  m.  on  the  28tli,  and  kept  it  up  with  intervals  all 
day,  recommencing  on  the  29th  at  8.15  with  increased  effect;  the 
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enemy’s  reenforcements,  endeavoring  to  land  1,000  or  1,500  men,  were 
driven  back,  and  at  11 : 30  they  displayed  a  flag  ol  truce,  but  were  forced 

to  surrender  at  discretion.  .  .  .  ,  .  . , 

On  the  appearance  of  the  white  flag,  I  steamed  into  the  inlet  and  laid 
behind  the  fort,  ready  to  throw  the  remaining  troops  ashore,  either  in 
case  of  recommencement  or  cessation  of  hostilities.  The  George  Peabody , 
Lieutenant  Lowry,  did  the  same.  At  the  surrender  we  officiated  m  the 
ceremonies,  after  which  the  prisoners  were  brought  to  this  vessel,  and 
next  day,  the  30tli  instant,  placed  them  on  board  the  Minnesota,  which 
vessel  sailed  at  2 : 30  p.  m.  for  New  York,  and  we  left  for  Annapolis  with 
Major-General  Butler,  U.  S.  Army,  and  the  wounded  prisoners. 

I  hope  my  endeavors  in  the  case  may  meet  your  full  approbation,  and 
beg  to  recommend  to  your  consideration  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant- 
Commanding  B.  B.  Lowry,  associated  with  me  in  this  work,  and  placed 
in  charge  of  the  George  Peabody ;  of  Dr.  William  M.  King,  U.  S.  Navy, 
who  volunteered  for  the  expedition.  I  have  also  received  valuable 
assistance  from  my  corps  of  pilots,  and  from  Dr.  T.  O.  Stellwagen  and 
James  Forsyth,  who  acted  in  the  place  of  junior  officers. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  Stellwagen, 

Commander. 

[Hon.  Gideon  Welles.] 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Chartered  Steamer  Adelaide, 

August  31,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  furnish 
you  a  complete  list  of  the  wounded  prisoners  taken  at  the  surrender  of 
Fort  Hatteras. 

The  whole  number  is  13,  and  11  of  these  were  transferred  to  this 
steamer  by  the  order  of  Flag-Officer  Silas  H.  Stringham.  The  2 
remaining  men  were  found  to  be  too  seriously  injured  to  permit  of 
being  moved,  and  were  consequently  left  in  the  fort  in  charge  of  a 
medical  officer.  From  the  information  which  I  have  received  from  a 
credible  source,  I  have  formed  the  opinion  that  many  of  the  wounded 
and  perhaps  all  the  killed  were  sent  on  board  the  rebel  steamers  in  the 
sound  prior  to  the  capitulation.  Only  2  killed  were  found,  and  these 
were  discovered  in  the  outhouses  of  Fort  Clark  the  day  of  the  evacua¬ 
tion  of  that  work. 

I  understand  from  Surgeon  Wyatt  M.  Brown,  formerly  of  the  IJ.  S. 
Navy,  and  at  present  holding  a  commission  in  the  Army  of  the  Confed¬ 
erate  States  and  in  charge  of  the  medical  department  of  Forts  Hatteras 
and  Clark,  that  ex- Lieutenant  Murd'augh,  of  the  IT.  S.  Navy,  was  very 
badly  injured,  a  fragment  of  shell  striking  his  forearm  and  making  a 
compound  fracture  of  the  bones.  This  gentleman  escaped  from  Hatteras 
prior  to  the  surrender,  in  the  privateer  Winslow. 

1.  Willoughby  Davis,  cet.  22;  native  North  Carolina;  Jonesboro 
Guards;  lacerated  flesh  wound  of  instep;  not  serious. 

2.  William  E.  Clark,  cet.  17 ;  native  North  Carolina;  Tar  Biver  Boys; 
lacerated  wound  1£  inches  deep  of  external  surface  of  upper  part  of 
lower  third  of  right  thigh;  doing  well. 

3.  James  A.  Cary,  cet.  23;  native  North  Carolina;  Tar  Biver  Boys; 
deeply  lacerated  wound  involving  deltoid  muscle,  left  shoulder;  quite 
serious,  although  the  joint  is  not  believed  to  be  implicated. 

4.  William  G.  Andrews,  Hamilton  Guards;  lacerated  wound,  impli¬ 
cating  tarsus  and  metatarsus,  left  foot;  continuous  oozing  of  blood; 
serious. 
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5.  Mathias  Sawyer,  cet.  23;  native  North  Carolina;  North  Carolina 
Defenders;  contused  wound  of  upper  part  of  the  left  breast  and  neck; 
expectorating  blood;  not  much  constitutional  disturbance. 

6.  Logan  Metts,  cet.  18;  native  North  Carolina;  Lenoir  Braves; 
slight  flesh  wound  of  middle  third  left  leg,  external  surface. 

7.  “Wilson  J.  Forbes,  cet.  27;  native  North  Carolina;  Jonesboro 
Guards;  severe  lacerated  wound  about  2£  inches  long  and  3  deep, 
upper  part  of  upper  third  of  thigh,  posterior  surface. 

8.  Henry  Hines,  cet.  25;  native  North  Carolina;  Lenoir  Braves; 
severely  lacerated  wound  of  left  nates. 

9.  Ashley  Keele,  cet.  25;  native  North  Carolina;  Hamilton  Guards; 
lacerated  wound  left  nates. 

10.  John  Mills,  cet.  18;  native  North  Carolina;  Tar  Elver  Boys; 
penetrating  wound  produced  by  a  fragment  of  shell,  occupying  poste¬ 
rior  aspect  of  forearm  about  1J  inches  from  olicranum  process  to  the 
outer  side;  joint  perhaps  implicated. 

11.  McGilbert  Eogerson,  cet.  21;  native  North  Carolina;  Eoanoke 
Guards;  contusion  of  right  foot;  considerable  swelling;  no  fracture. 

12.  Francis  Mooring,  cet.  51;  native  North  Carolina;  Lenoir  Braves; 
right  half  of  os  pontis  with  a  portion  of  anterior  lobe  of  brain  carried 
away  by  a  piece  of  shell;  extensive  hernia  cerebri;  mortal. 

13.  John  Mooring,  cet.  18;  native  North  Carolina;  Tar  Eiver  Boys; 
compound  comminuted  complicated  fracture  of  left  arm;  compound 
fracture  of  left  thigh;  mortal. 

The  above-named  men  were  placed  under  my  care  after  the  surrender 
of  Fort  Hatteras  on  the  afternoon  of  the  29th  instant.  The  injuries 
were  caused  by  fragments  of  shells  during  the  bombardment  of  the 
fort,  which  not  only  lacerated,  but  in  many,  if  not  all,  the  cases  burned 
the  soft  parts. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  M.  King, 
Assistant  Surgeon. 

Commander  Henry  S.  Stellwagen,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Steamer  Adelaide  on  Special  Service. 


Report  of  Commander  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee,  of  the  loss  of  two 

boats. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Hatteras  Inlet ,  August  31 ,  1861. 

Sir:  Having  lost  two  of  my  best  boats  in  landing  troops  and  assist¬ 
ing  the  Harriet  Lane ,  I  obtained  from  the  steamer  Peabody  a  good  boat 
and  receipted  for  it  for  $150. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  Eowan, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Detailed  report  of  Captain  Faunce,  U.  S.  Revenue  Marine,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane. 

U.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane, 
Hampton  Hoads,  September  6,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  20tli  August,  I  got  underway  at 
2:15  p.  in.,  and  left  Hampton  Roads  in  company  with  the  steamers 
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Minnesota ,  Wabash ,  Pawnee ,  Monticello ,  Adelaide,  Oeorge  Peaooay,  and 
Fanny,  and  on  the  27th  made  Cape  Hatteras.  On  the  28tli  and  29th 
took  part  in  the  bombardment  at  Hatteras  inlet,  and  assisted  in  pro¬ 
tecting  the  landing  of  the  troops.  On  the  29th,  a  flag  of  truce  having 
been  hoisted  on  the  fort,  I  received  a  pilot  from  the  flagship  and 
attempted  to  run  into  the  inlet,  but  the  vessel  taking  the  ground,  was 
unable  to  do  so.  Backed  off,  returned  to  the  flagship,  sent  the  pilot 
back  and  received  another,  whom  I  sent  in  the  launch  to  sound  out  the 
channel.  While  he  was  absent  I  was  signaled  by  the  flag-officer  to 
come  within  hail,  and  on  doing  so  was  again  ordered  in.  I  told  him  1 
had  no  pilot  and  that  I  thought  the  vessel  drew  too  much  water,  but 
was  ordered  to  communicate  with  the  George  Peabody,  which  vessel 
had  a  pilot.  I  did  so,  and  was  told  by  the  officer  on  that  vessel  to  fol¬ 
low  him.  I  attempted  to  do  so,  and,  at  1:15  p.  m.,  found  my  vessel 
fast  on  the  shoal  at  the  mouth  of  the  inlet,  and  when  1  found  it  was 
impossible  to  move  the  ship,  for  her  preservation  commenced  lighten¬ 
ing  by  throwing  shot,  shell,  and  coal  overboard,  and  made  every  exer¬ 
tion  to  get  her  off;  about  5  p.  m.  throwing  the  four  32  pounders  over  to 
windward.  A  boat  came  from  the  Susquelianna  and  was  sent  back  with 
a  request  for  more  boats  and  men,  which  were  sent  by  that  vessel  and 
also  by  the  Pawnee.  The  engines  began  filling  with  sand  from  injec¬ 
tion  pipe,  and  the  feed  pumps  having  stopped,  I  was  obliged  to  use  the 
donkey  pump  to  supply  boilers.  During  the  night  kept  all  hands 
employed  lightening  ship,  and  made  sail,  endeavoring  to  make  her  beat 
over  the  shoal,  but  without  effect,  as  we  had  no  boat  large  enough  to 
carry  out  an  anchor  in  the  sea  then  running. 

30th. — The  ship  labored  heavily,  lifting  the  engine  frames.  Found 
starboard  air  pump  disabled;  disconnected  it,  took  off  foot-valve  bon¬ 
net,  and  worked  starboard  engine  high  pressure.  At  8:30  a.  m.,  the 
starboard  boiler  leaking  badly,  hauled  fire,  blew  off  water,  shut  stop 
valve,  and  used  port  boiler  only.  With  the  assistance  of  the  Susque¬ 
hanna’s  launch  got  out  port  bower,  stream,  and  large  kedge  anchors, 
and  at  flood  tide  hove  the  ship  about  six  times  her  length  toward  the 
channel.  All  hands  at  work  throwing  over  spars,  stores,  provisions,  etc. 

31st. — Hauled  fire  in  port  boiler,  and  blew  off  water  and  steam,  to 
lighten  ship.  At  2 : 20  p.  m.,  after  laboring  nearly  fifty  hours,  succeeded 
iu  hauling  the  vessel  off  the  shoal.  Steam  tugs  Fanny  and  Tempest 
took  her  in  tow,  and  at  3: 30  came  to  anchor  in  Hatter  aslnlet,  off  Fort 
Hatteras. 

The  following  articles  were  expended  to  lighten  ship: 


1  tank  of  quicksilver. 

3  crank  pins. 

500  bolts  (assorted). 

1  blow  cock. 

100  pounds  white  lead. 

100  pounds  red  lead. 

1  bar  inch  square  iron. 

1  bar  |  inch  square  iron. 

1  bar  1£  inch  square  iron. 

1  bar  1£  inch  round  irou. 

1  bar  1  inch  round  iron. 

2  bars  £  inch  round  iron. 

2  bars  £  inch  round  iron. 

1  bar  3£  by  £  inch  flat  iron. 

1  bar  £  by  2£  inches  flat  iron. 

1  bar  1£  inch  flat  iron. 

10  jaws  for  crossheads. 

2  stub  crank  pins. 

40  water-wheel  bolts. 

40  grate  bars. 


2  barrels  tallow. 

75  pounds  green  paint. 

6  globe  lamps,  broken. 

40  shot  for  8-inch  gun. 

30  shells  for  8-incli  gun. 

129  shells  for  32-ponnders. 

100  shot  for  32-pounders. 

5  cases  of  shell,  shrapnel,  canister  for 
boat  howitzer. 

62  cylinders  powder  for  8-inch  gun. 

205  cylinders  powder  for  32-pounders. 

4  rifled  32- pounders. 

2  side  tackles  for  32-pounders. 

4  gun  carriages  for  32-pounders. 

2  Maynard  rifles. 

10  pair  hand  and  leg  irons, 

4  breechings  for  32-pounders. 

4  gunner’s  handspikes. 

1,080  salt  rations. 

50  pounds  beef. 
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Twenty-two  shells  for  S-incli  gun  and  eighteen  for  the  32-pounders 
were  expended  during  the  engagement. 

I  remained  off  Fort  Hatteras  until  September  3,  occupied  in  making 
temporary  repairs  to  the  vessel  and  engines,  when,  having  received 
orders  from  Captain  Cliauncey  to  report  to  him  when  ready  for  sea,  1 
procured  about  7  tons  of  coal  from  the  Pawnee  and  got  underway  at 
6  a.  m.  on  the  4th.  Stood  out  of  the  inlet  and  came  to  anchor  near  the 
Susquehanna.  Having  communicated  with  Captain  Cliauncey,  I  started 
on  my  return  voyage,  and  now  have  the  honor  to  report  my  safe  arrival 
at  this  anchorage.  My  thanks  are  due  to  the  captains  and  officers  of 
the  Susquehanna  and  Pawnee  for  the  assistance  rendered  me  in  time 
of  distress. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Faunce, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota ,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  September  l ,  1861. 
Sir:  Department  congratulates  you  upon  the  successful  blow  dealt 
by  the  Navy  upon  the  rebels. 

The  position  is  to  be  retained.  See  about  moorings  for  the  inside 
harbor  and  all  matters  necessary  to  make  it  a  naval  station. 

G.  Y.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Care  of  Commandant  Navy  Yard ,  New  Yorh. 


Letter  of  congratulation  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  September  3, 1861. 

Sir  :  The  Department  congratulates  you  and  those  of  your  command, 
and  also  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Army  who  cooperated  with  you, 
on  the  reduction  of  Forts  Hatteras  and  Clark  and  the  capture  of  the 
forces  employed  in  their  defense. 

The  successful  result  thus  far  of  an  expedition  projected  with  great 
care  and  the  occupation  of  the  positions  commanding  the  most  important 
inlet  on  the  coast  of  North  Carolina  will  be  attended  with  consequences 
that  can  scarcely  be  overestimated. 

This  brilliant  achievement,  accomplished  without  the  loss  of  a  man 
on  your  part  or  injury  to  any  one  in  the  Federal  service,  has  carried  joy 
and  gladness  to  the  bosom  of  every  friend  of  the  Union. 

It  is,  I  trust,  but  the  beginning  of  results  that  will  soon  eventuate  in 
suppressing  the  insurrection  and  confirming  more  strongly  than  ever 
the  integrity  of  the  Union. 

Convey  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  respective  vessels  under  your 
command  the  thanks  of  the  Department  for  their  gallant  conduct  and 
the  assurance  that  is  thus  afforded,  that  in  the  great  emergency  now 
upon  us  the  country  may  rely,  as  of  old,  upon  the  vigor,  the  courage, 
and  the  enthusiasm  of  its  brave  officers  and  sailors. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blochading  Squadron. 
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[Telegram.] 

New  York,  September  2 , 1861. 

Sir:  Lieutenant-Colonel  M.  Burke  declined  receiving  tlie  prisoners 
(678)  now  on  board  this  ship.  Wliat  shall  be  done  with  them? 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

TJ.  S.  S.  Minnesota ,  New  York  Harbor. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 


[Telegram.] 

New  York,  September  2,  1861. 

I  can  accommodate  in  the  casemate  rooms  of  the  castle  200.  1 1  the 

prisoners  are  permitted  to  be  confined  in  the  battery  tiers  with  the 
guns  I  can  accommodate  400  more. 

G.  Loomis. 

Colonel  E.  D.  Townsend. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  II.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

regarding  prisoners  for  Fort  Lafayette. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

New  York  Harbor ,  September  3 ,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  telegrams  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  also  Assistant  Secretary. 

Hoping  that  we  shall  receive  orders  to-day  to  disembark  the  prison¬ 
ers,  I  shall  leave  for  Washington  to-morrow  evening. 

I  shall  leave  as  soon  as  the  ship  is  free  from  these  men. 

Some  slight  repairs  are  necessary  to  gun  carriages,  which  will  be 
attended  to,  after  which  the  Minnesota  will  leave  for  Hampton  Roads. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag- Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Army, 

Washington ,  September  3 ,  1861. 

General  Scott  says  receive  and  accommodate  as  many  of  the  prison¬ 
ers  from  the  Minnesota  as  you  can  lodge  and  guard  on  Governors 
Island.  Give  directions  to  the  volunteer  regiment  on  Bedloe’s  Island 
to  leave  there  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  without  injury  to  the  service, 
and  then  transfer  the  war  prisoners  to  Fort  Wood  under  a  proper  guard. 
The  volunteer  regiment  may  be,  perhaps,  sent  to  the  camp  of  instruc¬ 
tion  near  New  York.  Communicate  with  Commodore  Stringham  on 
board  the  Minnesota. 

E.  D.  Townsend, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Colonel  G.  Loomis,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Governors  Island ,  New  York. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
of  the  transfer  of  prisoners  to  the  custody  of  the  Army. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 

New  Tori'  Harbor ,  September  4 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  receipt  of 
letter  hearing  date  1st  September.  1861,  informing  me  they  have  tem¬ 
porarily  detached  the  Iroquois  from  my  command. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  we  have  this  morning  trans¬ 
ferred  all  the  prisoners,  678,  recently  captured  at  llatteras  Inlet,  to 
the  care  and  custody  of  the  Army.  They  are  safe  on  Bedloe’s  Island. 

I  shall  leave  for  Washington  to-morrow  morning.  The  ships  will 
proceed  to  Hampton  Hoads  immediately  some  slight  repairs  to  gun 
carriages  are  finished. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer ,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
•  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  commending  the  courageous  acts  of  two  seamen. 

Navy  Department,  September  11 , 1861. 

Sir:  *  *  *  Referring  to  the  two  incidents  of  the  bombardment 

at  Hatteras  Inlet  mentioned  in  your  No.  138,  the  Department  desires 
to  express  its  admiration  of  the  brave  and  daring  act  of  the  seaman  of 
the  Pawnee  who  raised  the  United  States  flag  over  Fort  Clark.  It  is 
one  of  those  incidents  of  not  infrequent  occurrence  which  tend  to  show 
that  the  seamen,  as  well  as  the  officers  of  the  Navy,  do  not  shrink  from 
danger  where  the  honor  and  pride  of  our  flag  is  concerned. 

Although  the  act  of  the  seaman  of  the  Minnesota  who  lost  his  sponger 
overboard  during  the  engagement  was  unfortunate,  yet  his  promptness 
in  recovering  it,  and  the  motive  that  induced  him  to  risk  his  life  in 
doing  so,  which  was  “lie  did  not  want  his  gun  disgraced,’’  are  worthy 
of  commendation. 

If  these  two  men  are  worthy  and  qualified  you  are  authorized  to 
appoint  them  master’s  mates. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Gomdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


Letter  of  commendation  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commmander  Stellwagen,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  XL  S.  chartered  steamer  Adelaide  in  the  expedition  to  Hatteras  Inlet. 

Navy  Department,  September  17 , 1861. 

Sir  :  Your  report  of  the  31st  ultimo  of  your  proceedings  at  Hatteras 
Inlet  was  duly  received,  and,  in  acknowledging  it,  I  have  to  state  that 
your  prompt  execution  of  the  special  duty  to  which  you  were  assigned 
and  your  cooperation  in  furthering  the  objects  of  the  expedition  were 
very  gratifying  to  the  Department. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  Gideon  Welles- 

Commander  H.  S.  Stellwagen,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Philadelphia. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

regarding  Seaman  Kraigbaum. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads ,  September  20,  1861. 

Sir:  I  liave  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  on  consulta¬ 
tion  with  Captain  Van  Brunt  he  informs  me  that  he  can  not  recommend 
the  man,  [J.  D.]  Kraigbaum,  who  saved  his  sponge  at  Hatteras  Inlet 
on  the  day  of  the  bombardment,  for  the  position  ol  master’s  mate. 

He  will  promote  him  to  a  petty  officer’s  position  in  the  first  vacancy. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer ,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.  1 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Abstract  log  of  the  TJ.  S  S.  Minnesota,  August  28  itnd  29,  1861. 

August  28,  1861—  At  9:30  a.  m.  stood  in  to  cover  the  landing  of  the 
troops  near  Hatteras  Inlet.  Engaged  the  insurgent  batteries  on  the 
northern  shore  of  the  inlet  in  company  with  the  squadron  while  the 
troops  were  being  landed.  The  II.  S.  steam  frigate  Susquehanna  came  in 
and  took  her  station  in  line  of  battle.  From  meridian  to  3  p.  m.,  tiring 
at  the  batteries  on  shore  and  keeping  the  ship  underway  to  maintain 
our  position.  At  1:30  p.  in.  the  firing  was  discontinued,  the  enemy 
having  surrendered,  and  our  land  forces  and  marines  proceeded  to 
take  possession  of  the  rebel  batteries.  The  steamer  Monticello  was 
ordered  close  in  to  the  batteries,  and  having  got  within  their  range, 
although  the  rebel  flag  had  been  struck,  they  treacherously  opened  fire 
on  the  steamer,  striking  her  several  times.  The  Monticello,  having 
received  several  shots  and  one  below  the  water  line,  withdrew  and 
stood  out  for  the  flagship.  Put  on  board  the  carpenter  and  mates  to 
repair  the  shot  holes. 

August  29. — At  5:30  a.  m.  fired  a  gun  and  got  underway  in  company 
with  the  Wabash.  Stood  in  for  Hatteras  Inlet.  Sent  Monticello  and 
Pawnee  to  embark  the  troops,  if  they  wished  to.  Began  engaging  the 
batteries  with  Wabash  and  Susquehanna.  Let  go  our  anchor  and  hauled 
out  the  spanker  to  keep  the  broadside  to  the  shore.  At  9:15  the  Cum¬ 
berland  came  into  action.  Batteries  returned  our  fire  at  long  intervals. 
At  9:40  made  signal  to  use  15-second  shell.  At  11:07  a  white  flag  was 
raised  and  the  fleet  ceased  firing.  The  tug  Fanny  took  General  Butler 
and  staff  inside  the  point.  The  Harriet.  Lane  grounded  in  attempting 
to  follow,  but  got  off.  Secured  battery  and  got  underway  at  noon. 
The  Adelaide  and  Peabody  took  in  our  troops. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Monticello,  August  27-31,  1861. 

August  27,  1861. — Off  Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina:  At  3  p.  m.  was 
ordered  to  stand  inshore  and  reconnoiter.  Discovered  two  earthworks 
on  north  side  of  entrance;  could  not  discover  the  number  of  guns; 
reported  to  the  flagship  and  came  to  anchor. 

August  28.— At  G  a.  m.  received  on  board  the  marines  from  the  Min¬ 
nesota  j  took  a  scow  in  tow.  At  b :  30  received  all  the  marines  belonging 
to  the  Wabash,  per  steamer  Fanny.  Stood  in  toward  the  beach,  followed 
by  the  Pawnee,  Harriet  Lane ,  Minnesota,  Wabash,  and  Cumberland.  At 


ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


135 


10  the  three  last-named  vessels  commenced  shelling  the  fort  on  the 
point,  v  hicli  replied  promptly.  The  Harriet  Lane,  Pawnee ,  and  Mon- 
ticello  commenced  firing  at  10 : 30  to  cover  the  landing  of  the  troops.  At 

11  the  first  boat  load  of  troops  landed  on  the  beach.  At  11:45  all  the 
marines  left  the  Monticello.  Flagship  signaled  ns  to  return  to  our  sta¬ 
tion  near  the  beach.  Wind  freshening,  surf  increasing,  could  not  land 
more  troops  with  safety,  the  last  two  boats  having  been  bilged  in  the 
surf  while  landing.  At  3  p.  m.  troops  advanced  along  the  beach 
toward  the  fort.  We  steamed  down  abreast  of  them,  firing  shell  to 
cover  their  advance.  The  fort  on  the  point  ceased  firing;  the  rebel  flag 
hauled  down.  At  3:40,  no  sign  of  rebel  flag  in  either  fort.  Our  sol¬ 
diers  took  possession  of  the  fort  on  the  point.  At  3 : 50  we  were  feeling 
our  way  in  with  the  lead,  when  flagship  signaled  us.  Ean  down  to 
her;  received  pilot  and  orders  to  proceed  inside.  Stood  for  the  channel 
on  the  north  side  of  the  inlet;  entered  it  at  4  p.  in;  struck  heavily  sev¬ 
eral  times.  Stood  in,  striking  very  often.  The  fort  inside  showed  no 
colors.  As  we  neared  it,  saw  men  moving  about.  At  4 :  40,  as  we  neared 
the  point,  the  fort  opened  fire  upon  us.  There  were  14  guns  in  it.  We 
promptly  returned  the  fire  from  our  pivot  gun  and  starboard  battery, 
ship  striking  often  as  we  strove  to  turn  her  around,  we  firing  5-second 
shell  rapidly  and  with  precision  into  the  battery.  At  5  stood  out  of 
the  inlet,  the  fort  firing  very  slowly  and  not  answering  our  last  three 
shots.  We  were  struck  by  S-inch  shot  and  shell  five  times.  The  whale¬ 
boat’s  bottom  shot  away.  Ean  down  to  the  flagship.  Carpenter  and 
his  mates  plugged  up  holes  and  repaired  damages  temporarily.  Stood 
in  toward  the  batteries,  firing  several  shots.  At  7 :30  stood  oft'  with 
the  other  vessels.  Expended  during  the  action,  80  shell,  3  shrapnel; 
30  fired  at  fort  while  on  the  bar,  balance  before  entering  and  after 
leaving. 

August  29. — Eeceived  orders  from  flagship  to  endeavor  to  get  oft' 
surf  boats  from  the  beach  with  the  assistance  of  tugboat  Tempest  Got 
one  off  and  towed  her  out  to  steamer  Adelaide.  At  8:15  the  Minne¬ 
sota,  Wabash,  and  Susquehanna  commenced  firing  on  the  large  fort.  At 
9 : 30  the  Cumberland  came  and  anchored  and  opened  fire  upon  the  fort. 
At  10:30  the  fort  showed  a  white  flag.  Our  troops  had  occupied  the 
small  fort  on  the  point  previous  to  this  time.  At  11 : 45  the  steamer 
Fanny  stood  through  the  inlet,  and  three  rebel  steamers  and  four  rebel 
schooners  stood  across  the  sound.  At  11 : 45  sent  provisions  on  shore 
for  the  troops.  Flag-officer  hailed  Captain  Gillis  and  said:  “We 
admire  your  beauty  spots  (alluding  to  the  damages  received);  you  have 
done  well;  you  are  the  only  vessel  tested.”  At  1 : 30  p.  m.  the  Adelaide 
and  George  Peabody  ran  in  through  the  inlet.  The  Harriet  Lane  got 
ashore  trying  to  get  in.  We  ran  down  to  her,  sent  her  our  best  hawser 
by  the  tug,  and  hauled  on  it  till  the  hawser  slipped.  At  6  p.  m.  four 
American  flags  displayed  on  the  fort,  which  saluted  with  fourteen  guns. 
At  6:30,  in  "obedience  to  signal  from  flagship,  took  five  men  off  the 
hulks.  At  8  came  to  anchor. 

August  30. — Eeceived  orders  to  render  any  assistance  possible  to  the 
Harriet  Lane.  At  12  m.  flagship  signaled  for  Captain  Gillis  to  come 
on  board.  He  learned  that  615  prisoners  had  been  taken  in  the  forts. 
During  the  action  there  were  7  killed  and  24  wounded.  Prisoners  were 
taken  on  board  the  Minnesota,  We  had  2  men  slightly  wounded  dur¬ 
ing  the  action  of  the  28th  instant. 

August  31. — Eeceived  orders  to  go  in  chase  of  a  sail.  Brig  H.  C. 
Broolis  and  schooner  Henry  Nutt  were  captured  in  Hatteras  Inlet  by 
the  naval  expedition  this  day. 
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Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee,  August  28  and  29,  1861. 

August  28 ,  1861.— At  10  a.  m.  squadron  standing  in  to  engage  the  bat¬ 
teries.  At  10:10  engagement  was  opened  by  Wabasli,  all  ships  soon 
following.  From  meridian  to  4,  standing  off  and  on  Hatteras  Inlet. 
Boats  employed  ashore  landing  men.  From  4  to  6  p.  m.,  stood  in  and 
engaged  battery,  firing  about  50  rounds  with  great  effect. 

August  29. — At  6  a.  m.  squadron  all  standing  in  for  Hatteras  Inlet. 
At  7 : 15  was  ordered  to  anchor  near  shore  and  take  troops  from  shore 
if  they  desired  to  leave;  also  to  clear  hulk  loaded  with  sand  and  stone. 
At  7: 40  the  tiag[ship]  made  general  signal  to  engage  the  batteries 
carefully.  From  8  to  meridian  sent  boat  on  shore,  but  could  not  land 
on  account  of  the  surf.  At  11: 10  opened  fire  from  this  ship  upon  a 
schooner  anchored  on  the  other  side  of  the  battery;  fired  a  few  shot, 
most  of  which  fell  short.  Squadron  actively  engaging  battery  until 
11:20,  when  battery  hoisted  flag  of  truce.  Tug  Fanny  was  sent  in. 
Harriet  Lane  tried  to  go  in  to  battery,  but  got  aground  on  shoal. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna,  August  28  and  29,  1861. 

August  28,  1861. — At  11  a.  m.  rounded  to  within  1  mile  of  the  fleet 
off  Hatteras  Inlet.  Received  signal  from  the  flagship.  Rounded  to 
within  1  mile  from  the  battery  on  the  northeast  point  of  the  inlet  and 
opened  fire  on  it  from  starboard  battery.  At  noon  signal  from  flag¬ 
ship,  No.  8.  Stood  close  to  breakers  and  continued  firing.  At  12:30 
p.  m.  ceased  firing.  At  1:30  signal  from  flagship;  at  once  commenced 
firing  again  upon  battery;  ceased  at  5.  At  5:45  ran  down  to  troop 
barges  and  commenced  taking  off  troops.  At  8  all  troops  safely  on 
board. 

August  29. — At  8  a.  m.  opened  fire  on  westernmost  battery  from  our 
starboard  battery.  At  11  ceased  firing  upon  battery,  a  flag  of  truce 
having  been  hoisted  upon  enemy’s  battery. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Wabash,  August  28  and  29,  1861. 

August  28,  1861. — At  8:20  a.  m.  succeeded  in  taking  the  Cumberland 
in  tow  and  stood  in  for  the  forts  at  Hatteras  Inlet.  At  1 0  got  in  position 
and  opened  with  our  starboard  battery,  firing  10-second  shell  into  the 
sand  battery  on  the  point.  The  enemy  returned  our  lire  with  shell 
and  sliot.  At  12  m.  engaging  the  batteries  on  shore,  having  Cumber¬ 
land  in  tow.  At  1 : 50  the  small  battery  was  deserted  by  the  rebels  and 
the  American  flag  was  placed  on  the  parapet  by  our  scouts.  Ceased 
firing.  Flagship  telegraphed.  Hailed  the  flagship  to  say  that  the 
enemy  had  left  the  small  battery  for  the  fort  and  were  receiving 
reenforcements  (this  was  reported  from  aloft  by  Lieutenant  Barnes). 
Made  signal  to  flagship,  “What  shall  we  do  with  the  Cumberland t” 
Flagship  answered.  After  towing  the  Cumberland  some  distance  to 
seaward  observed  the  fort  to  open  on  the.  Monti  cello  at  short  range  with 
damaging  effect.  Cast  off  the  Cumberland  and  stood  in  for  action 
again.  At  4:30  stood  in  toward  the  batteries  again  and  renewed  the 
engagement.  The  flagship  Susquehanna,  and  Monticello  engaged  at 
the  same  time. 

August  29.— At  5  a.  m.  flagship  made  signal  102.  Spread  fires,  got 
underway,  and  stood  in  toward  the  batteries  at  Hatteras  Inlet.’  At 
7 :15  commenced  the  attack  on  redan  or  inner  battery,  the  water  bat¬ 
tery  being  held  by  our  own  troops.  The  flagship  and  Susquehanna 
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engaged  in  line.  At  8  begau  firing.  At  9  the  Cumberland  did  the 
same.  Kept  up  a  steady  fire  until  finding  our  shell,  15-second  fuzes, 
tailing  short  we  ceased  firing.  A  little  afterwards  the  flagship  made 
signal  to  commence  firing.  At  10  signal  was  made  to  use  15-second 
fuzes.  At  11  a  white  flag  was  hoisted  on  the  fort.  Ceased  firing,  when 
a  steamer  ran  in  and  the  fort  surrendered  to  the  naval  commander  in 
chief. 


[Telegram.] 

Norfolk,  August  27, 1861. 

The  enemy's  fleet — 2  steam  frigates,  2  transport  steamers,  8  smaller 
steamers  with  boats  in  tow,  and  a  body  of  troops— left  last  evening; 
passed  out  of  the  capes,  and  steered  south,  I  think  to  coast  of  North 
Carolina.  No  news  of  him  this  morning. 

Ben.t.  Huger, 
Brigadier-  General. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


[Telegram.] 

Raleigh,  N.  C.,  August  29, 1861. 

A  fleet  of  steamers  with  boats  with  men  left  Fort  Monroe  on  Monday 
evening,  going  south.  Tuesday  evening  they  appeared  off'  Hatteras. 
On  Wednesday,  about  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  they  attacked  the  fort.  The  firing 
from  the  fort  ceased  after  some  hours,  and  the  result  is  only  known 
from  rumor,  which  says  the  fort  was  captured.  The  fort  was  scarce  of 
ammunition,  which  contributed  to  its  fall.  It  is  a  most  important  point 
during  the  blockade. 

Henry  T.  Clark. 

L.  P.  Walker, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Letter  from  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  to  the  President  of  Congress,  regarding 
affairs  at  Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 

Richmond,  August  31, 1861. 

Sir  :  The  resolution  of  the  Congress  of  this  date,  calling  for  all  the 
information  in  my  possession  in  relation  to  the  landing  of  the  Federal 
troops  upon  the  coast  of  North  Carolina  and  enquiring  what  steps,  if 
any,  have  been  taken  to  repel  the  invasion  and  to  put  the  coast  in  a  state 
of  defense,  has  just  been  received,  and  I  have  to  reply  that  no  official 
report  of  the  occurrence  has  been  received.  I  transmit  copies  of  the 
telegrams,  which  contain  all  the  information  which  has  been  received 
by  the  Executive  Department. 

Preparations  to  put  the  coast  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  in  a 
proper  condition  for  defense  are  still  in  progress  and  will  receive  such 
additional  attention  as  this  occasion  indicates  to  be  necessary.  It  is 
not  deemed  consistent  with  the  public  interest  further  to  state  the 
movements  of  troops  which,  in  this  connection,  have  been  ordered  and 
are  in  contemplation. 

Jefferson  Davis. 

Hon.  Howell  Cobb, 

President  of  Congress. 
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[Enclosures.— Telegram.] 

Goldsboro,  N.  0.,  August  30,  1861. 
Hatteras  Inlet  taken  by  Federal  squadron;  Barron  and  Lieutenant 
Sharp  prisoners.  Lieutenant  Murdaugh  wounded  in  left  arm.  Whole 

garrison  surrendered.  Official  report  will  follow  by  mail. 

&  A.  Sinclair, 

Commanding  Winslow. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Goldsboro,  August  30,  1861. 

The  steamer  Winslow,  just  arrived  here  from  Hatteras,  Captain  Sin¬ 
clair,  reports  the  forts  there  captured  by  the  enemy  at  11:30  a.  m. 
Commodore  Barron,  Colonel  Bradford,  and  the  garrison,  numbering 
about  580  men,  including  the  field  officers  of  Seventh  Regiment  of 
volunteers,  surrendered.  I  will  make  such  arrangements  as  I  can  for 
present  defense  against  further  disaster.  Please  order  General  Huger 
to  send  four  regiments  and  a  light  battery  to  the  eastern  counties  and 
a  number  of  heavy  guns  with  an  engineer  to  fortify  such  points  as  may 
be  necessary.  I  have  only  the  Seventh  Regiment  of  State  troops  at 

my  diSP°Sal-  K.  O.  GATLtN, 

Brigadier -General,  C.  S.  Army. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant-  General. 


[Telegram.] 

Raleigh,  August  30,  1861. 

Fort  Hatteras  taken.  Garrison,  550  men,  including  Commodore  Bar¬ 
ron  and  Colonel  Bradford,  prisoners.  An  extensive  coast  frontier  now 
requires  all  the  attention  of  Confederate  Government. 

Henry  T.  Clark. 

L.  P.  Walker, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Detailed  report  of  Flag-Officer  Barron,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Naval  Defenses  Afloat  of 

Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

At  Sea,  August  31,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  surrender  of  Fort  Hatteras,  with 
its  garrison,  on  the  29th  instant  to  the  combined  naval  and  military 
forces  under  the  command  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham  and  Major-General 
Butler,  of  the  United  States  service. 

On  the  28th  instant,  having  arrived  at  Hatteras  Inlet  in  the  steamer 
Winslow,  I  received  a  message  from  Colonel  Martin,  commanding  the 
Seventh  Regiment  of  North  Carolina  Volunteers  on  shore,  that  he 
wished  to  hold  a  conference  with  me.  I  immediately  went  to  Fort 
Hatteras,  accompanied  by  Colouel  Bradford,  colonel  of  artillery  and 
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engineers  and  chief  of  ordnance  of  North  Carolina,  and  Lieutenants 
Murdaugli  and  Sharp,  C.  S.  Navy. 

I  found  the  colonel  very  much,  exhausted  from  exposure  and  hard 
fighting,  which  had  lasted  from  8  a.  m.  until  after  dark,  during  which 
period  of  time  he  had  been  driven  from  Fort  Clark  (after  spiking  the 
guns)  to  Fort  Hatteras,  the  ammunition  in  the  former’s  magazine 
having  been  expended. 

I  was  requested  by  him  and  Major  Andrews,  commanding  the  post, 
to  assume  command  of  the  fort,  to  which  I  assented,  Colonel  Bradford 
volunteering  to  assist  me  in  the  duty  of  defense.  In  assuming  this  grave 
responsibility  I  was  not  unaware  that  we  could  be  shelled  out  of  the 
fort,  but  expecting  from  New  Berne  the  arrival  of  a  regiment  of  North 
Carolina  volunteers  at  or  before  midnight  (the  fleet  having  put  to  sea, 
and  appearances  indicating  bad  weather),  we  designed  an  assault  on 
Fort  Clark,  three-fourths  mile  distant  from  Fort  Hatteras,  which  had 
been  taken  possession  of  by  a  party  landed  from  the  shipping,  but 
unfortunately  the  regiment  did  not  arrive  until  the  following  day  after 
the  bombardment  had  commenced,  and  when  the  time  came  that  I 
deemed  evacuation  or  surrender  unavoidable,  the  means  of  escape  were 
not  at  my  command. 

On  the  next  morning  at  7 : 40  a.  m.  the  fleet,  consisting  of  the  Minne¬ 
sota ,  Wabash,  Susquehanna ,  Cumberland ,  Pair  nee,  and  Harriet  Lane  (other 
steamers  being  in  company),  took  their  position  and  opened  fire.  In 
addition  to  the  batteries  of  the  ships  the  enemy  had  during  the  night 
erected  a  battery  of  rifled  field  guns  near  to  Fort  Clark,  which  also 
opened  on  us. 

During  the  first  hour  the  shells  of  the  ships  fell  short,  we  only  firing 
occasionally  to  ascertain  whether  our  shot  would  reach  them,  and  wish¬ 
ing  to  reserve  our  very  limited  supply  of  ammunition  till  the  vessels 
might  find  it  necessary  to  come  nearer  in,  but  they,  after  some  prac¬ 
tice,  got  the  exact  range  of  the  IX,  X,  and  Xl-inch  guns,  and  did 
not  find  it  necessary  to  alter  their  positions,  whilst  not  a  shot  from  our 
battery  reached  them  with  the  greatest  elevation  we  could  get. 

This  state  of  things,  shells  bursting  over  and  in  the  fort  every  few 
seconds,  having  continued  for  about  three  hours,  the  men  were  directed 
to  take  shelter  under  the  parapet  and  traverses,  and  I  called  a  council 
of  officers,  at  which  it  was  unanimously  agreed  that  holding  out  longer 
could  only  result  in  a  greater  loss  of  life,  without  the  ability  to  damage 
our  adversaries;  and  just  at  this  time  the  magazine  being  reported  on 
fire,  a  shell  having  fallen  through  the  ventilator  of  the  bombproof  into 
the  room  adjoining  the  principal  magazine,  I  ordered  a  white  flag  to  be 
shown,  when  the  firing  ceased,  and  the  surrender  was  made  upon  the 
conditions  of  the  accompanying  articles  of  capitulation. 

The  personnel  of  the  command  are  now  prisoners  of  war  on  board 
this  ship,  where  everything  is  done  to  make  them  as  comfortable  as 
possible  under  the  circumstances,  Flag-Officer  Stringhain,  Captain  Yan 
Brunt,  and  Commander  Case  extending  to  us  a  characteristic  courtesy 
and  kindness. 

We  are  to  be  landed  at  Fort  Hamilton,  New  York  Harbor. 

The  gun  on  a  navy  carriage  was  manned  by  eight  men  from  the 
Winsloiv  and  a  few  volunteer  soldiers,  and  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
Murdaugh,  assisted  by  Midshipman  Stafford,  of  the  Ellis.  I  regret  to 
state  that  Lieutenant  Murdaugh  had  his  arm  severely  shattered.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Sharp,  my  flag-lieutenant,  was  knocked  down  by  a  shot  and 
hurt  in  the  head,  but  not  severely,  I  trust,  although  suffering  to-day 
from  its  effects.  One  man  was  killed  at  the  navy  gun,  and  the  carriage 
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disabled.  Lieutenant  Murdaugh  was  taken,  by  direction,  to  the  Winslow, 
and  lias  escaped  being  made  prisoner.  So  far  as  ascertained  there  were 
on  this  day  2  killed,  25  or  30  wounded,  and  many  others  slightly  touched. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  Barron, 

Flag-Officer,  Comdg.  Naval  Defenses  Afloat  of  Va.  and  N.  C. 

Hon.  S.  It.  Mallory, 

Secretary  G.  S.  Navy ,  Richmond ,  I  a. 


Detailed  report*  of  Colonel  Martin,  C.  S.  Army. 

Flagshir  Minnesota, 

At  Sea,  August  31,  1861. 

Sir:  I  herewith  report  the  fall  of  Forts  Clark  and  Hatteras,  at  Hat- 
teras  Inlet,  on  the  28th  and  29th  of  this  month  and  the  surrender  of  all 
the  officers  and  troops  then  present  to  the  combined  naval  and  army 
forces  of  the  U.  S.  Government,  commanded  by  Commodore  Stringham 
and  Major-General  Butler,  as  prisoners  of  war. 

On  Tuesday  afternoon,  the  27th  of  August,  about  4  o’clock,  I  discov¬ 
ered  a  large  heet  in  sight  off  Hatteras.  After  an  hour  or  more,  by  the 
aid  of  the  glass,  I  made  out  what  I  considered  7  large  war  steamers, 

2  transports,  apparently  crowded  with  men,  and  2  or  3  small  tug  steam¬ 
ers.  Having  at  that  post  but  about  350  men,  and  learning  from  the 
officers  in  charge  of  Forts  Clark  and  Hatteras  that  it  would  require  at 
least  225  men  to  work  the  guns  properly  and  give  the  necessary  reliefs, 
and  knowing  that  with  the  residue  of  the  men  I  could  not  successfully 
resist  a  landing  of  the  enemy’s  troops,  I  determined  to  send  to  Ports¬ 
mouth  [FT.  C.]  for  aid.  There  being  no  steamboat  at  Hatteras,  after  some 
hour  or  more  I  succeeded  in  getting  a  pilot  boat  and  dispatched  it  with 
orders  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  George  W.  Johnston,  at  Portsmouth,  to 
bring  to  my  aid  from  Portsmouth  all  the  men  that  could  possibly  be 
spared.  This  dispatch,  which  I  had  hoped  and  expected  would  have 
reached  him  in  a  few  hours,  he  did  not  get  until  some  time  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  next  day. 

Immediately  upon  receiving  my  orders  Lieutenant-Colonel  Johnston 
made  every  effort  to  come  to  my  aid,  and  succeeded  in  reaching  Hat¬ 
teras  at  dark  on  the  28th,  with  Major  H.  A.  Gilliam  and  portions  of  the 
following  companies,  to  wit:  Company  E,  Seventh  Regiment  North 
Carolina  Volunteers,  Lieutenant  George  W.  Grimes  commanding,  and 
60  men  and  2  second  lieutenants;  Company  C,  Seventh  Regiment,  Lieu¬ 
tenant  M.  T.  Moye  commanding,  with  73  men  and  1  second  lieutenant; 
Company  C  [D],  Seventh  Regiment  North  Carolina  Volunteers,  Captain 
Thomas  H.  Sharp  commanding,  with  64  men  and  2  second  lieutenants; 
company  of  State  troops,  Captain  Thomas  Sparrow  commanding,  with 
50  men  and  all  his  officers.  At  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Johnston,  Commodore  Barron,  of  the  C.  S.  Navy,  and  Major 
W.  S.  G.  Andrews,  commanding  the  artillery  defenses  at  Forts  Clark, 
and  Hatteras,  also  arrived. 

On  the  arrival  of  Commodore  Barron  and  Major  Andrews  I  held  a 
consultation  with  the  major,  and  we  agreed  that  it  was  advisable  to 
surrender  the  command  of  our  defenses  to  the  commodore,  having 
entire  confidence  in  his  skill,  experience,  and  bravery,  if  he  would 
accept  the  same.  The  offer  of  the  command  was  made  to  him,  and  he 
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consented  to  take  charge.  The  report  of  Commodore  Barron  and  Major 
Andrews  of  the  action  of  the  29th  contains  all  that  is  material,  and  I 
therefore  deem  it  unnecessary  to  say  anything  in  relation  to  the  attack 
and  surrender  on  the  29th,  further  than  to  remark  that  the  officers  and 
men  behaved  well,  exhibiting  great  coolness  and  bravery,  and  regret¬ 
ting  that  we  were  placed  at  such  disadvantage,  having  neither  sufficient 
armament  to  compete  at  all  with  the  euemy  and  having  a  fortification 
not  sufficiently  well  constructed  to  enable  us  to  remain  still  and  endure 
the  fire  of  the  enemy.  Had  our  condition  in  either  of  these  respects 
been  what  it  ought  to  have  been,  Hatteras  would  still  be  in  our  pos¬ 
session. 

On  the  morning  of  the  28th,  between  8  and  9  o’clock,  a  heavy  fire 
was  opened  from  the  steamers  Minnesota ,  Wabash,  Susquehanna,  and 
other  war  vessels  upon  Fort  Clark  and  upon  almost  all  parts  of  the 
island,  particularly  at  the  point  where  they  intended  landing  troops. 
The  fire  was  continuous  upon  Fort  Clark,  and  upon  all  the  skirts  or 
woods  where  troops  might  possibly  be  concealed,  for  several  hours. 
Being  a  fire  of  shells  only,  it  might  well  be  spoken  of  as  a  flood  of  shells. 
The  fire  of  the  enemy  was  promptly  returned  by  Captain  J.  C.  Lamb, 
Company  D,  Seventh  Begiment  North  Carolina  Volunteers,  who  was  in 
charge  of  Fort  Clark,  and  was  regularly  kept  up  by  him  until  every 
charge  of  powder  and  every  primer  was  exhausted.  It  was  while  gal¬ 
lantly  directing  one  of  the  guns  at  Fort  Clark  that  Lieutenant  Knight, 
of  Company  D,  Seventh  Begiment  North  Carolina  Volunteers,  received 
a  severe  wound  in  the  arm  from  a  fragment  of  a  shell.  Captain  Lamb 
and  his  lieutenants,  all  of  whom  were  present,  and  the  men  under  their 
command,  displayed  great  coolness  and  bravery.  Their  fire  was  well 
directed,  guns  well  managed,  and  whilst  most  of  their  shot  fell  short, 
yet  some  reached  the  enemy,  doing,  however,  but  little  damage,  as  they 
were  all  round  shot  that  were  fired. 

Our  ammunition  being  entirely  exhausted  at  Fort  Clark,  and  the 
enemy  having;  landed  some  forces,  I  called  the  officers  together  who 
were  at  Fort  Clark,  and  it  was  unanimously  agreed  that  it  was  advisa¬ 
ble  to  render  useless  the  guns  and  fall  back  upon  Fort  Hatteras.  This 
being  agreed  to,  I  sent  orders  to  the  various  bodies  of  meu  whom  I  had 
stationed  in  the  skirts  of  wood  to  resist  the  advance  of  the  enemy  upon 
Fort  Clark,  that  Fort  Clark  could  not  be  held,  and  they  must  fall  back 
upon  Fort  Hatteras.  The  guns  at  Fort  Clark  were  as  effectually  spiked 
as  it  was  possible  to  do  with  nails,  having  no  proper  spikes;  everything 
taken  off  that  we  could  carry,  and  we  fell  back,  under  a  most  terrible 
fire  of  shell,  upon  Fort  Hatteras.  We  reached  there  about  1  o’clock. 
I  should  have  stated  before  that  Lieutenant  A.  W.  Ezzell,  of  Captain 
William  Sutton’s  company  ol  State  troops,  had  charge  of  one  of  the 
guns  at  Fort  Clark,  and  I  can  well  say  that  he  discharged  his  duty  as  a 
man  and  a  soldier. 

I  regret  to  state  that  while  some  of  the  men  were  passing  from  Camp 
Gwynn,  which  was  on  the  sound  shore  and  about  2  miles  from  Fort 
Hatteras,  one  man  and  possibly  two  were  killed  by  shells  of  the  enemy. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  learn  their  names. 

Having  collected  all  the  troops  at  Fort  Hatteras,  I  determined  to 
make  as  good  a  resistance  as  possible.  Consulting  with  Captain 
Cohoon,  of  Company  B,  Seventh  Begiment  North  Carolina  Volunteers, 
who  had  charge  of  Fort  Hatteras  with  his  company,  we  agreed  that  it 
was  useless  to  expend  our  shot  on  the  enemy,  as  we  were  beyond  reach, 
so  we  must  endure  until  they  came  nearer.  Fort  Hatteras  submitted 
to  the  fire  for  some  hours  without  returning  a  shot.  At  about  4  o’clock 
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p.  m.  one  of  the  enemy’s  steamers  undertook  to  go  through  the  inlet, 
when  we  opened  fire  upon  her  and  drove  her  back,  putting  several 
round  shot  into  her,  but  doing  her,  I  suppose,  no  material  damage. 

The  firing  between  Fort  Hatteras  and  the  enemy  continued  until 
nightfall,  or  rather  the  fire  of  the  enemy  upon  the  fort  continued,  for 
they  kept  so  well  beyond  the  reach  of  our  guns  that  we  only  wasted 
our  ammunition  in  firing  at  them. 

It  may  be  proper  to  state  that  no  flag  was  raised  upon  Fort  Hatteras 
during  the  day  of  the  28th.  This  was  a  fact,  however,  that  did  not 
attract  my  attention,  and  I  suppose  can  only  be  accounted  for  from  t  le 
flag  having  been  torn  to  pieces  by  the  winds  and  no  new  ones  pro¬ 
cured,  for  when  on  the  29th  the  flag  was  ordered  to  be  hoisted  we 
had  to  use  the  one  brought  from  Fort  Clark,  not  being  able  to  get  the 
one  belonging  to  Fort  Hatteras. 

I  regret  to  report  that  in  addition  to  the  officers  who  had  their  com¬ 
panies  with  them,  several  other  officers  are  prisoners  who  were  present 
in  the  engagement,  and  shared  the  fate  of  the  command  of  the  post.  I 
enclose  a  list  of  all  the  officers  not  in  command  who  are  prisoners  of 
war.  Among  these  officers  are  Captain  Lucius  J .  J ohnson  and  Lieuten¬ 
ant  James  T.  Lasselle.  These  officers  were  summoned  there  from  their 
commands  to  attend  a  general  court-martial  ordered  at  that  point  by 
General  Gwynn,  and  in  this  way  have  fallen  with  the  command  at  Hat¬ 
teras.  While  regretting  it  much  on  their  account,  I  can  not  but  express 
my  gratification  at  having  with  me  on  the  28th  Captaiir  Johnson.  I 
found  him  an  invaluable  aid  to  me.  .... 

I  enclose  also  the  returns  of  the  captains  to  me  of  the  condition  of 
their  commands,  number  of  prisoners,  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 

I  am  not  satisfied  that  it  is  entirely  correct,  but  is  as  nearly  so  as  could 
be  made.  I  send  also  a  report  of  Assistant  Surgeon  Dr.  [W.  E.]  Poole, 
who  came  over  with  the  troops  from  Portsmouth,  of  those  who  received 
some  slight  bruises  and  cuts,  but  not  sufficient  apparently  to  require 
treatment.  The  wounded  requiring  treatment  are  all  on  board  the 
steamer  Adelaide,  and  have  gone  to  Old  Point.  The  surgeon  of  the 
regiment,  Dr.  Wyatt  M.  Brown,  is  with  them,  and  I  have  received  no 
report  from  him.  He  will  probably  report  the  names  and  condition 
direct  to  you. 

In  conclusion,  I  state  that  as  far  as  I  can  learn  our  destination,  we 
are  bound  to  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  and  I  may  be  permitted  to  add 
that  we  have  been  treated  most  kindly,  both  officers  and  men,  by  those 
in  whose  charge  we  are  placed. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  terms  of  capitulation  signed  by  the  parties, 
as  appears  in  the  copy. 

In  speaking  of  the  action  at  Fort  Hatteras  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
28th,  I  ought  to  have  stated  that  the  guns  were  managed  by  Captain 
Cohoon’s  company,  and  that  he  and  his  officers,  Lieutenants  Fatherly 
and  Hoy  (his  first  lieutenant  being  absent  on  sick  leave),  and  his  men 
behaved  with  great  bravery  and  coolness,  discharging  faithfully  their 
duty. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  George  W.  Johnston  and 
Major  H.  A.  Gilliam  for  valuable  aid  rendered  me  on  the  night  of  the 
28th,  in  relieving  me  of  the  duty  of  arranging  guards,  pickets,  etc., 
and  in  looking  after  them  during  the  night. 

Yours,  etc., 

Wm.  F.  Martin, 

Colonel  Seventh  Regiment  Infantry ,  North  Carolina  Volunteers. 

Adjutant-General  of  North  Carolina, 

Raleigh ,  N.  C. 
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Report*  of  Major  Andrews,  C.  S.  Army. 

On  Board  U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 

September  1,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  report  that  after  a  bombardment  of  three  hours 
and  twenty  minutes  on  the  29th  of  August,  1861, 1  surrendered  to  Com¬ 
modore  S.  H.  Stringham,  flag-officer,  and  Major-General  B.  F.  Butler, 
commanding  United  States  forces,  Fort  Hatteras,  Hatteras  Inlet,  North 
Carolina. 

In  making  this  report  I  desire  briefly  to  allude  to  the  circumstances 
attending  the  capitulation. 

I  arrived  at  Fort  Hatteras  on  the  evening  of  the  28th  August,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  Commodore  Barron,  flag-officer,  C.  S.  Navy,  in  charge  of  the 
defenses  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  and  found  that  during  the 
day  the  enemy  had  attacked  the  forces  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
M  illiani  F.  Martin,  as  well  as  Forts  Clark  and  Hatteras,  under  my 
command,  and  after  a  day  of  most  severe  and  unceasing  fighting  the 
colonel  had  succeeded  in  concentrating  all  the  forces  within  the  walls 
of  Fort  Hatteras.  Colonel  Martin  himself  was  utterly  prostrated  by 
the  duties  of  the  day,  and  on  consultation  with  him  I  proposed  that  we 
invite  Commodore  Barron,  an  officer  of  great  experience,  to  take  the 
general  command  and  direct  the  succeeding  operations. 

Commodore  Barron  consented  and  assumed  the  command.  I  then 
proceeded  to  examine  our  guns  and  munitions  and  prepare  the  fort  for 
the  action  of  the  coming  morning. 

There  were  but  two  guns  mounted  on  the  side  next  to  Fort  Clark, 
both  32-pounders,  and  one  gun  on  the  corner  next  the  bar,  an  8-inch 
shell  gun.  During  the  night  I  took  away  a  traverse  on  the  back  face 
and  brought  another  gun  to  bear  in  the  same  direction. 

The  companies  of  my  command,  under  Captains  Colioon,  Lamb,  and 
Sutton,  having  been  in  action  all  the  previous  day,  displaying  great 
courage  and  devotion,  being  perfectly  exhausted,  I  placed  the  batteries 
in  charge  of  fresh  troops,  as  follows :  Nos.  2  and  3,  of  the  channel  bat¬ 
tery,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  George  W.  Johnston, 
assisted  by  First  Lieutenant  Moye  and  Second  Lieutenant  George  W. 
Daniel,-  No.  6,  facing  the  bar,  and  No.  7,  facing  Fort  Clark,  were  placed 
in  charge  of  Major  Henry  A.  Gilliam,  assisted  by  Lieutenants  Johnston 
and  Grimes;  No.  8,  a  gun  mounted  on  a  naval  carriage,  was  commanded 
by  Lieutenant  Murdaugh,  of  the  C.  S.  Navy,  assisted  by  Lieutenant 
Sharp  and  Midshipman  Stafford.  Captain  Thomas  H.  Sharp  had  com¬ 
mand  of  No.  9,  but  owing  to  the  wrenches  not  fitting  the  eccentric  axle 
was  unable  to  bring  it  into  action.  He  stayed  by  his  guns  during  most 
of  the  engagement,  but  could  not  fire. 

Thus  we  had  but  three  guns  we  could  bring  to  bear  (if  the  enemy 
took  up  his  position  of  the  previous  day),  viz,  Nos.  6,  7,  and  8. 

At  7 : 40  o’clock  a.  m.  of  the  29th  the  enemy  opened  fire  on  us  from 
the  steam  frigates  Minnesota  (43  guns),  Wabash  (43  guns),  Susquehanna 
(15  guns),  frigate  Cumberland  (24  guns),  steamer  Pawnee  (10  guns),  and 
Harriet  Lane  (5  guns),  and  a  rifled  battery  of  3  guns  erected  in  the 
sand  hills  half  a  mile  from  Fort  Clark.  Thus  you  will  see  they  brought 
73  guns  of  the  most  approved  kind  and  heaviest  metal  to  bear  on  us, 
the  shells  thrown  beiug  9-inch,  10-inch,  and  11-inch  Dahlgren,  Paixhan, 
and  columbiad  shells,  while  from  the  position  taken  we  were  unable  to 
reach  them  with  the  greatest  elevation. 

The  men  of  the  channel  battery  were  ordered  to  leave  their  guns  and 
protect  themselves  as  well  as  possible,  the  council  of  the  commanding 


This  report  was  copied  from  a  clipping  from  a  newspaper. 


144 


ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


officers  having  decided  that  it  was  to  be  an  action  ^  endurance  untjl 
our  reenforcements  came  up.  Alter  a  few  shots  had  been  fired  and it 
was  ascertained  that  we  could  not  reach  them,  our  ?rei  *  *  l 

only  answered  the  fire  of  the  enemy  occasionally  to  show  we  had  not 

8UThe‘S'of  shells  in  half  an  hour  became  literally  tremendous,  as 
we  had  falling  into  and  immediately  around  the  work  not  less  on  an 
average  than  10  each  minute,  and,  the  sea  being- smooth,  the  bring  was 
remarkably  accurate.  One  officer  counted  28  shells  as  falling  so  as  to 
damage  us  in  a  minute,  and  several  others  counted  20  m  a  minute. 

At  the  time  the  council  determined  to  surrender  2  of  our  guns  weie 
dismounted,  4  men  were  reported  killed,  and  between  ->  and  30  badly 
wounded;  shell  had  fallen  into  the  room  adjoining  the  magazine  and 
the  magazine  was  reported  on  fire. 

It  is  useless  to  attempt  a  further  description.  ^  The  men  generally 
behaved  well,  nearly  every  commissioned  officer,  from  the  commodore 
down,  was  more  or  less  wounded,  and  50  or  60  of  the  noncommissioned 
officers  and  men,  who  would  not  report  to  the  surgeon. 

Lieutenant  Stuart  L.  Johnston,  Company  E,  Seventh  Regiment,  fired 
the  last  gun  at  the  enemy  and  raised  the  flag  of  truce  on  the  bombproof. 

The  details  of  capitulation  were  arranged  on  the  flagship  Minnesota , 
by  which  we  laid  down  our  arms  and  marched  out  as  prisoners  of  war. 

I  desire  especially  to  speak  of  the  conduct  ot  the  officers  and  men  at 
the  naval  gun,  who  fired  frequently  to  try  the  range. 

Lieutenant  Murdaugh  was  badly  wounded;  Lieutenant  Sharp  was 
knocked  [down]  by  a  shot  which  passed  through  the  parapet  near  his 
head  and  brought  the  blood  from  his  ear  and  cheek  in  considerable 
quantity,  killing  a  man  at  his  side,  attbe  same  time  knocking  down  and 
covering  Colonel  J.  A.  J.  Bradford  with  sod  and  earth,  and  Midshipman 
Stafford  cheered  on  the  men,  behaving  in  a  most  gallant  manner. 

After  the  fall  of  Lieutenant  Murdaugh  his  men  bore  him  to  the  com¬ 
modore’s  boat  and  he  escaped. 

I  am,  very  truly  aud  respectfully,  yours, 

W.  S.  G.  Andrews, 

Major ,  etc. 

Adjutant-General  of  North  Carolina. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Barron,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Naval  Defenses  of  Virginia,  recom¬ 
mending  for  promotion  Lieutenant  Murdaugh,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Patrick  Henry, 

Dreionfs  Bluff ,  December  1,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  my  official  report  of  the  fight  and  surrender  of  Fort  Hatteras, 
made  from  my  imprisonment,  I  made  no  mention  of  the  severe  wound 
of  Lieutenant  William  H.  Murdaugh,  because  I  was  at  that  time  igno¬ 
rant  of  his  fate,  having  ordered  him  taken  off  to  the  steamer  when  I 
learned  of  his  wound  aud  saw  that  his  gun  was  disabled  by  a  shot  from 
the  enemy.  It  has  been  only  since  my  return  from  long  captivity  (eleven 
months)  that  I  have  been  made  aware  of  the  fact  that  he  has  lost  the 
use  of  his  left  arm  eutirely. 

I  deem  it  due  to  this  gallant  young  officer  that  some  official  record  of 
his  services  and  severe  injury  shall  be  placed  ou  file  in  the  Navy  Depart¬ 
ment.  Lieutenants  Murdaugh  and  Sharp  volunteered  to  go  on  shore 
with  me  on  the  evening  of  the  28th  August,  1861,  when  I  was  invited 
by  Colonel  Martin  to  take  command  of  the  fort.  The  latter  was  my  flag- 
lieutenant  and  the  former  to  take  charge  of  a  naval  gun,  manned  by 
seamen  from  my  small  squadron,  aided  by  Midshipman  Stafford,  from 
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the  steamer  Ellis.  It  was  in  the  gallant  and  meritorious  service  of  this 
gun  during  the  terrific  bombardment  by  the  ships  of  Commodore 
Stringliam’s  fleet  on  the  29th  of  August,  18G1,  that  Lieutenant  Mur¬ 
daugh  received  his  most  painful  and  long-enduring  wound. 

He  is,  however,  now  tit  for  duty,  and  is  at  this  time  in  command  of 
the  gunboat  Beaufort. 

I  beg  leave,  respectfully,  to  recommend  him  to  the  favorable  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  Department  for  promotion  for  ‘-gallant  and  meritorious 
conduct  during  the  war,”  or  for  the  vacancy  which  exists  in  the  num¬ 
ber  of  ‘‘five  commanders,  etc.,  for  the  war,”  allowed  by  the  act  of  Decem¬ 
ber  24, 1861,  for  the  “  temporary  increase  of  the  Navy.”  No  officer  could 
have  behaved  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy  with  more  coolness,  prompt¬ 
ness,  and  efficiency  than  did  these  young  men.  I  am  the  more  embold¬ 
ened  to  make  this  recommendation  of  Lieutenant  Murdaugh  for  the 
reason  that  Lieutenant  Murdaugh  is,  I  believe,  the  only  officer  in  the 
naval  service  who  during  this  war  has  been  deprived  of  the  use  of  a 
limb  by  the  enemy’s  shot  and  shell. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  Barron, 
Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Richmond. 


Report  of  Captain  Purviance ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  St. 

Lawrence ,  requesting  the  presence  of  an  additional  steamer  off 

Savannah,  Ca. 

U.  S.  Frigate  St.  Lawrence, 

Off  Savannah,  August  29,  1861. 

Sir:  The  Iroquois  sailed  hence  on  26th  instant  for  Hampton  Roads 
to  coal;  we  are  therefore  alone. 

If  you  have  a  steamer,  please  send  her  immediately.  It  is  impossible 
to  keep  up  the  blockade  without  at  least  two  steamers,  one  to  watch 
the  different  outlets  of  Port  Royal  and  the  northeast  side  of  the  coast, 
the  other  off  Wassaw  Sound  and  the  southwest  side  of  the  coast. 

There  are  numerous  outlets  where  small  steamers  would  be  very  use¬ 
ful;  the  currents  are  strong  and  water  shoal. 

We  had  a  visit  from  the  French  steamer  Catinat  on  yesterday  ;  she 
steamed  by  us,  dropped  a  paper,  and  returned. 

We  are  nearly  out  ofjirovisions  and  water,  and  shall  soon  be  obliged 
to  leave  here  to  replenish,  say  in  about  eight  days. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Y.  Purviance, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Pender grast,  F.  S. 
Navy,  detaching  him  from  the  command  of  the  West  India  Squadron 
and  discontinuing  that  squadron. 

Navy  Department,  August  29,  1861. 
Sir:  The  condition  of  affairs  and  current  events  are  such  as  to  ren¬ 
der  it  advisable  to  relinquish,  at  least  for  the  present,  a  separate 
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squadron  in  the  West  Indies  and  on  tlie  coast  of  Central  America, 
Upon  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  you  will  regard  yourselt  as  detached 
from  the  command  of  the  West  India  Squadron,  and  a  leave  of  absence 
is  hereby  granted  to  you  for  two  months,  and  upon  its  expiration  you 
will  report  to  the  Department. 

In  detaching  you,  the  Department  embraces  the  opportunity  ot 
expressing  its  appreciation  of  the  important  services  rendered  by  yon 
while  in  command. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  1  ’  Gideon  Welles. 


Flag-Officer  G.  J.  Pendergrast. 

Commanding  West  India  Squadron , 


Hampton  Hoads ,  Virginia. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.S.  Navy , 
commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  disposition  of 
prisoners. 

Navy  Department,  August  29, 1861. 

Sir-  Your  No.  131,  dated  August  26,  has  been  received.  You  were 
informed  on  the  20th  instant  that  the  War  Department  would  take 
charge  of  prisoners  coming  under  the  control  of  the  naval  authorities. 
"  You  will  send  those  of  the  Albion,  and  any  you  may  in  future  have, 
to  Fort  Lafayette,  in  compliance  with  those  instructions,  without  further 
instructions  from  this  Department. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  TJ.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  transmitting  infor¬ 
mation  regarding  the  shipment  of  arms  by  steamer  Bermuda  from 

Liverpool. 

Navy  Department,  August  29,  1861. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  from  the  U.  S.  vice- 
consul  at  Liverpool,  forwarded  to  this  Department  by  the  Secretary  of 
State,  in  regard  to  reshipment  of  arms  on  board  the  screw  steamer 
Bermuda,  supposed  to  be  for  the  Southern  States,  and  the  probability 
of  the  steamer  being  employed  as  a  privateer. 

The  Department  expects  you  to  be  particularly  vigilant  in  your  look¬ 
out  for  this  vessel,  and  will  be  chagrined  if  she  is  allowed  to  enter  a 
Southern  port. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  or 

Senior  Officer  Present,  Commanding, 

Hampton  Roads. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Consulate,  Liverpool ,  August  13,  1861. 

Sir  :  Deferring  to  my  dispatch  No.  29,  of  the  9th  instant,  I  have  now 
to  inform  you  that  my  man  followed  up  the  track  of  the  crates,  etc., 
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from  Grazebrook’s  warehouse;  that  they  went  to  West  Hartlepool  (a 
place  ou  the  east  coast  near  Hull),  where  they  are  being  shipped,  with 
other  packages,  bales,  boxes,  etc.,  arriving  from  other  places,  on  board 
the  screw  steamer  Bermuda.  She  must,  from  appearances,  have  an 
immense  quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition  on  board.  She  is  one  of  the 
steamers  mentioned  m  my  dispatch  No.  23  as  having  been  bought  by 
Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  the  Liverpool  branch  of  John  Fraser  &  Co  of 
Charleston.  My  man  saw  Mr.  Prioleau  (the  partner  of  Fraser  &  Co. 
residing  here)  on  board  the  Bermuda ,  actively  engaged  about  the  ship¬ 
ment  of  the  arms,  etc. 

This  morning  I  learned  that  trucks  had  been  engaged  by  Mr.  Graze- 
brook  to  carry  a  quantity  of  powder  inland.  It  is  probable  it  is  also 
going  to  the  Bermuda.  The  following  is  a  description  of  the  screw 
steamer  Bermuda,  of  Liverpool,  commanded  by  a  Frenchman:  Has  two 
masts ;  brig  rigged ;  lower  part  of  funnel  now  painted  black,  upper  part 
red;  hull  black,  with  a  narrow  red  stripe  around  on  the  molding  level 
with  the  deck;  has  six  boats,  now  painted  white;  no  poop;  wheel- 
house  painted  white;  no  figurehead;  no  bowsprit;  is  armed  with  four 
guns;  bottom  painted  pink  up  to  water  line. 

As  well  as  he  could  find  out,  she  was  to  clear  for  Havana.  She  had 
her  coal  on  board  and  may  sail  any  day. 

M  ith  high  respect,  I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

rrj  vtr  TJ  a  H-  WlLDING. 

[Hon.  W .  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State.] 


Report  of  Commander  Lockwood ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Day¬ 
light,  of  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Extra  and  sloop  Good  Egg  in 
Rappahannock  River,  Virginia. 

U.  S.  Propeller  Daylight, 
Rappahannock  River,  August  30,  1861. 
Sir  :  Being  informed  yesterday  by  one  of  a  number  of  contrabands  ot 
war  who  have  sought  refuge  on  board  of  this  vessel  (whom  I  send  here¬ 
with  with  a  list  of  their  names,  etc.),  that  a  schooner  laden  with  goods 
was  expected  to  arrive  last  night  at  Carter’s  Creek,  I  got  underway 
at  S  o’clock  p.  in.,  and  anchored  at  about  10:  30  p.  m.,  about  13  miles 
up  the  river,  off  the  entrance  to  the  Corrotoman  Biver  above  Carter’s 
Creek,  ready  to  intercept  her  should  she  make  her  appearance;  and  at 
0:30  this  morning,  as  the  fog  lifted,  we  discovered  a  schooner  about 
3  miles  up  the  Corrotoman  Biver,  weighed  anchor  and  gave  chase,  run¬ 
ning  the  steamer  into  2  fathoms  of  water.  The  fog  thickening  shut  the 
schooner  out  of  sight,  whereupon  I  sent  the  boats,  under  charge  of 
Lieutenant  Lynch,  when  the  crew,  on  his  approach,  left  her  in  their 
boats.  lie  took  possession  of  the  abandoned  schooner,  Extra ,  of  Balti¬ 
more,  of  1 8  tons,  said  to  belong  in  part  to  a  Mr.  Bidgeway,  who  owns 
a  steam  sawmill  near  where  we  captured  her;  and  I  hear  that  she  left 
Baltimore  about  the  25th  of  June  last,  and  has  been  since  that  time 
employed  on  this  river.  She  appears  to  be  a  fine  vessel  of  her  class, 
and  it  is  said  she  is  a  fast  sailer.  I  send  all  the  papers  found  on  board. 
She  had  no  flag,  and  has  29  sacks  of  wheat  and  a  large  number  of  empty 
bags,  evidently  intended  for  the  same  purpose. 

After  securing  her  alongside,  I  proceeded  up  the  river  about  30  miles 
above  its  mouth,  and  chased  a  small  sloop  on  shore  near  the  entrance 
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to  Deer>  Greek  when  we  saw  she  was  abandoned,  tlie  crew  carrying 
valuables.  On  nearing  ber  I  sent  the  boats  and  bright 
her  alou gside  at  about  noon .  She  proved  to  be  the  sloop 
East  Eiver,  emptying  into  Mobjack  Bay,  Virginia  neai 
We  found  no  papers  and  nothing  of  value  on  board  of  her.  ... 

I  send  her  also  with  the  schooner  Extra,  under  charge  ot  Sailing 
Master  Wood,  and  four  canoes  (said  to  be  worth  from  $i0  to  $-M  at 
Fortress  Monroe)  brought  oft  by  the  runaways,  herewith  se  . 

G°aI  I  am^hortoTofficers,  I  have  to  request  that  Mr  Wood  and  the 
two  men  accompanying  him  may  be  returned  by  the  first  conveyance 

von  can  conveniently  furnish  him  with. 

[  understand  the  capture  of  the  brig  Monticello  created  quite  a  sensa¬ 
tion  along  the  river,  and  it  is  significant  that  the  two  schooners  cap¬ 
tured  at  the  same  time  by  the  piratical  steamer  St.  Nicholas  have  not 
been  released.  They  are  said  to  have  belonged  to  Northern  owners. 
The  vessels  are  becoming  alarmed  and  move  about  very  cautiously  along 
the  lower  Eappahannock ;  however,  I  shall  do  my  utmost  to  intercept 
their  commerce  and  cripple  their  resources. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  Lockwood, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham,  .  . 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Engagement  between  the  TJ.  S.  ship  Savannah  and  the  Confederate  tug 
Harmony ,  in  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia ,  August  30,  1861. 

Report  of  Captain  Hull,  XJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Savannah. 

U.  S.  Ship  Savannah, 

Off  Newport  News,  A  ugust  30,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  11: 15  a.  m.  this  day  a  small 
steamer  under  the  Confederate  flag,  with  a  red  flag  also  flying,  passed 
down  from  Norfolk,  outside  of  Craney  Island,  to  Pig  Point,  and  after 
communicating  with  the  battery  at  that  place,  she  approached  this  ship 
and  commenced  firing  upon  us  with  a  rifled  gun  from  her  bow,  our  ship 
being  at  anchor.  Her  firing  was  promptly  returned,  our  shot  falling 
sl^ort,  much  to  the  mortification  of  all  on  board.  She  continued  firing 
for  forty-five  minutes,  which  we  answered  with  all  the  guns  that  could 
be  brought  to  bear  upon  her.  During  the  firing  one  shot  struck  our 
mainmast,  about  halfway  from  deck,  and  carried  away  one  of  the  mast 
hoops,  injuring  the  mast  considerably ;  another  exploded  under  our  port 
forechains,  striking  the  second  launch,  lying  at  the  boom,  and  carrying 
away  her  bow;  another  exploded  under  our  port  quarter,  apparently 
under  water,  very  sensibly  jarring  the  ship,  although  as  yet  no  injury 
has  been  discovered;  others  passed  through  the  rigging  with  slight 
damage.  Toward  the  close  of  the  engagement  several  shots  were  fired 
from  the  rifled  gun  in  the  battery  at  Camp  Butler,  Newport  News. 

I  am  gratified  to  report  that  no  injury  has  been  sustained  by  any 
person  on  board. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Hull, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gtdeon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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Report  of  Captain  Hull,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Savannah,  regarding  the  inefficient 

condition  of  the  battery  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Ship  Savannah, 

Off  Newport  News,  August  31,  1861. 

Sir;  I  deem  it  proper  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Department  the 
inefficiency  of  the  battery  of  this  ship  when  exposed  to  the  fire  of  heavy 
rifled  cannon,  as  was  clearly  shown  in  the  attack  of  the  30th  of  August 
by  a  very  small  steam  propeller,  armed  only  with  one  large  rifled  gun. 
She  took  her  position  at  the  exact  distance  which  her  gun  carried,  and 
was  enabled  to  throw  every  shot  over  or  very  near  this  ship,  many 
striking  her,  while  she  was  entirely  beyond  the  reach  of  our  guns. 

This  instance  shows  how  much  a  vessel  armed  like  this  ship  is  exposed 
to  attacks  of  this  kind  when  several  gunboats  could  act  together  with 
perfect  immunity  to  themselves. 

I  find,  on  trimming  the  wound  on  the  mainmast,  preparatory  to  fish¬ 
ing  it,  that  about  one-quarter  of  the  diameter  of  the  mast  was  shot 
away ;  consequently  the  mast  is  very  seriously  injured.  It  would  stand, 
after  being  fished,  for  a  considerable  time  for  light  service,  but  it  would 
not  be  safe  to  remain  long  at  sea  exposed  to  heavy  weather. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Hull, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  S.  Navy,  command¬ 
ing  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  requesting  information  regarding  the  nonparticipation  of 
vessels  in  Hampton  Roads. 

Navy  Department,  September  5,  1861. 

Sir:  The  Department  has  received  from  Captain  Hull  a  report  of  the 
attack  upon  the  Savannah  on  the  30th  ultimo  by  a  rebel  steamer  that 
came  down  from  Norfolk.  It  appears  that  the  steamer  fired  on  the 
Savannah  for  forty-five  minutes,  and  the  Department  learns  with  aston¬ 
ishment  that  during  this  whole  time  four  of  our  men-of-war  were  in 
Hampton  Boads,  or  that  vicinity,  and  none  of  them  came  to  the  assist¬ 
ance  of  the  Savannah  or  attempted  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  rebel 
steamer.  The  vessels  referred  to  were  the  Seminole ,  Iroquois,  Mount 
Vernon,  and  Louisiana.  The  Department  desires  you  to  enquire  into 
this  matter  and  report  the  result  of  your  enquiry  to  it. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Boads,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Commander  Glisson,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mount  Vernon,  regarding  the 
nonparticipation  of  that  vessel  in  the  engagement  in  Hampton  Roads. 

U.  S.  S.  Mount  Yernon, 

Off  the  Rappahannock  River,  September  21,  1861. 
Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  15tli  instant,  calling  upon  me  to 
report  the  reason  of  my  not  participating  in  the  action  against  a  rebel 
steamer  from  Norfolk  on  the  afternoon  of  the  30th  of  August,  I  have 
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simply  to  state  that  L  knew  nothing  of  the  attack  on  the  Savannah  at 
Newport  News  until  several  hours  after  the  occurrence.  We  heard 
firing  in  that  direction,  as  we  had  on  many  previous  occasions,  and 
supposed  it  to  be  for  practice. 

On  the  same  afternoon,  about  2  o’clock,  a  rebel  steamer  was  seen 
about  a  mile  distant  from  Sewell’s  Point,  and  so  reported  to  me.  She 
fired  two  shots  in  quick  succession  in  the  direction  of  the  shipping  at 
Old  Point  and  then  turned  round  and  stood  up  for  Norfolk.  The  U.  S.  S. 
Seminole, Commander  Thomson,  was  the  nearest  war  vessel  to  the  rebel 
steamer,  and  I  should  judge  about  3J  to  4  miles  distant. 

The  shot  of  the  rebel  steamer  fell  short  of  the  Seminole;  the  latter 
returned  the  fire  but  failed  to  reach  the  enemy. 

The  reason  the  Mount  Vernon  did  not  return  the  fire  is  this :  W  e  had 
no  steam  on,  for,  according  to  your  instructions  received  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  26th  of  August,  we  were  engaged  in  clearing  and  repairing 
boilers,  etc.,  which  I  stated  to  you  could  not  be  accomplished  in  less 
time  than  a  week.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  reason  why  we  did 
not  get  underway  is  explained. 

You  must  also  be  aware  that  my  light  guns  could  not  reach  the  enemy 
from  our  place  of  anchorage,  which  was  about  4  miles  distant  from  the 
rebel  steamer. 

Commander  James  S.  Palmer  was  the  senior  officer  present,  and  I 
presumed  he  had  made  to  you  an  official  report,  or  I  should  have  (lone  so 
myself  at  the  proper  time. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  S.  Glisson, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Silas  H.  Stringham,  Esq., 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Forrest,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Va. 

Flag-Officer’s  Office,  Dockyard, 

Gosport,  Va.,  September  2 ,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  directed  Commander  Fairfax  to  take  charge  of  the  little  steam 
tug  Harmony  and  mount  upon  her  one  of  the  rifled  guns  of  57  cwt.  and 
carry  with  him  all  the  projectiles — about  thirty — then  on  hand  and  pro¬ 
ceed  along  the  coast  in  shoal  water  to  Pig  Point;  to  exercise  his  best 
judgment  in  an  approach  to  the  enemy’s  frigate  Savannah,  at  anchor  off 
Newport  News,  and  take  a  position  out  of  reach  of  her  guns,  to  try  the 
range  of  his,  to  near  her  cautiously  and  do  her  as  much  damage  as  pos¬ 
sible.  He  proceeded  in  obedience  to  these  instructions,  and  the  experi¬ 
ment  proved  a  very  satisfactory  one.  I  learn  to-day  that  several  shells 
struck  the  ship  and  did  great  execution,  the  one  on  her  larboard 
quarter  particularly.  After  exhausting  his  ammunition  he  returned 
with  the  little  steamer,  without  sustaining  any  injury  or  the  occurrence 
of  any  accident.  He  fired  the  two  remaining  shells  on  his  return  at 
the  shipping  off'  Fortress  Monroe,  the  effect  of  which  could  not  be 
seen.  Great  credit  is  due  Commander  Fairfax  for  this  deed  of  noble 
daring  and  the  success  which  attended  the  exploit.  Permit  me,  there¬ 
fore,  to  commend  him  to  the  notice  of  the  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  Forrest, 

Flag-Officer,  etc. 

Hon.  S.  E.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  Navy,  Richmond. 
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Letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
regarding  the  arrival  of  the  privateers  Jefferson  Davis  and  Sumter  in 
the  West  Indies. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington ,  August  30 ,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  a  dispatch,  dated  the  5th  of  August,  received  from  the  U.  S. 
consul  at  Ponce  [Puerto  Rico?],  reporting  to  the  Department  the 
arrival  in  the  neighborhood  of  that  island  of  the  privateer  steamers 
Jefferson  Davis  and  Sumter ,  the  consul  states  that  if  a  Government 
steamer  could  be  spared  to  cruise  in  those  waters  it  would  be  of  the 
greatest  advantage  to  American  interests. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

F.  W.  Seward, 

Acting  Secretary. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Deport  of  Commander  Palmer ,  U.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  present ,  Hampton 

Roads ,  Virginia,  transmitting  a  communication  from  the  commanding 

officer  of  the  TJ.  S.  revenue  steamer  Corwin. 

U.  S.  S.  Iroquois, 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  August  31,  1861. 

Sir  :  Upon  my  arrival  here  the  day  before  yesterday  to  replenish  my 
coal,  wood,  and  water,  in  two  days  from  the  blockade  off  Savannah, 
where  I  left  the  frigate  St.  Lawrence,  I  found  Flag-Officer  Stringham 
absent  and  myself  in  the  position  of  senior  officer.  I  therefore  enclose 
a  communication*  just  received  from  Commander  Lockwood.  I  shall 
retain  the  prizes  subject  to  your  order,  and  shall  send  to  Baltimore  the 
prize  brig  Monticello,  agreeable  to  your  telegram  of  yesterday’s  date, 
just  received.  I  also  enclose  a  communication  from  the  commander  of 
the  revenue  cutter  Concin,  showing  the  state  of  his  vessel.  I  also 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  August  29,  enclosing  a  dis¬ 
patch  from  the  U.  S.  vice-consul  at  Liverpool. 

We  have  just  learned  of  the  success  at  Hatteras  Inlet  and  of  the 
departure  of  the  flag-officer  in  the  Minnesota  for  New  York. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  S.  Palmer, 
Commander,  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Revenue  Steamer  Corwin, 

Hampton  Roads,  August  30,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  orders  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  my  arrival  in  this  port  for 
duty  under  your  command. 

In  justification  to  myself,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  the  Corwin  is  an 
old  Coast  Survey  vessel  and  is  by  no  means  adapted  to  war  purposes. 
Her  armament  consists  of  2  medium  32-pounders,  2  old  12s  in  bad 
condition,  19  Sharps  rifles,  and  12  cutlasses,' old;  there  are  no  pistols, 

*  See  p.  147. 
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boarding  pikes,  passing  or  tube  boxes  for  the  guns.  The  engineers 
report  that  the  engine  needs  a  thorough  overhauling  and  that  the  bon¬ 
ers  are  worn  out.  The  firing  of  our  armament  has  caused  the  latter  to 
leak  badly,  and  we  have  been  delayed  some  three  hours  at  sea  by  the 
bursting  of  the  supply  pipes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  Martin, 

Captain. 

Commodore  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer  of  the  Home  Squadron. 

p.  S.— I  find  that  I  have  neglected  to  state  that  L  assumed  command 
of  this  ship  only  three  days  before  we  left  New  York. 


Order  of  Captain  Hull,  U.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  present  off  Newport 
News,  Va.,  to  Commander  Palmer,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8. 
Iroquois,  to  proceed  to  that  anchorage. 

IT.  S.  Ship  Savannah, 

Off  Newport  News,  August  31,  1861. 

Sir:  Owing  to  the  exposed  position  of  this  ship,  I  deem  it  necessary 
to  direct  you  to  proceed  temporarily  to  this  anchorage,  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible,  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Iroquois. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Hull, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Commander  J.  S.  Palmer. 

U.  8.  8.  Iroquois,  Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  Captain  Hull,  U.  8.  Navy ,  senior  officer  present  off  Newport 
News,  Va.,  to  Commander  Palmer,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8. 
Iroquois. 

IT.  S.  Ship  Savannah, 

Off  Newport  News,  August  31,  1861. 
Sir:  The  Seminole  having  come  to  this  anchorage  since  my  order  of 
this  date  was  sent,  you  may  consider  that  order  as  revoked. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Hull, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Commander  J.  S.  Palmer, 

U.  S.  S.  Iroquois,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Commander  Green,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  ship  James - 
town,  of  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Aigburth. 

IT.  S.  Sloop  op  War  Jamestown, 

Off  St.  John's  { Fla.],  August  31,  1861. 
Sir:  The  supply  steamer  Connecticut  reached  this  latitude  to-day  and 
delivered  our  rations  of  fresh  beef  and  vegetables. 

Before  speaking,  but  in  sight  of  us,  she  fell  in  with  an  English 
schooner  and  examined  her  papers,  which  Captain  Woodhull  informed 
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me  were  somewhat  suspicious,  but  that  he  had  not  done  more  than  to 
endorse  the  existence  of  the  blockade  on  her  log. 

As  soon  as  we  had  received  our  supplies  from  the  Connecticut ,  I  made 
sail  for  the  schooner,  she  still  standing  inshore,  although  he  said  he 
was  bound  for  St.  John,  New  Brunswick. 

When  he  found  that  he  was  not  likely  to  escape  us,  he  tacked  ship 
and  stood  across  our  bows.  A  gun  from  this  ship  brought  him  down  to 
us.  On  being  boarded,  the  following  facts  were  reported  by  the  board¬ 
ing  officer,  and  on  them,  in  connection  with  the  fact  that  after  being 
warned  off  by  the  Connecticut ,  he  still  pursued  a  course  which  would 
have  taken  him  directly  on  to  the  blockaded  coast  of  east  Florida,  1 
concluded  to  detain  him  and  send  him  to  New  York. 


Statement  of  boarding  officer,  Acting  Master  William  Ellery. 

Sir:  In  obedienco  to  your  orders,  I  boarded  tho  schooner  Aigburtli,  and  on  examin¬ 
ing  her  hold  found  her  cargo  to  consist  of  molasses  iu  casks  and  tierces.  On  exam¬ 
ining  her  papers  I  found,  as  I  judge,  an  informality  in  them,  and,  coupled  with  this, 
her  name  had  been  recently  painted  and  the  former  partially  or  nearly  obliterated. 

The  captain  (Gates)  made  me  the  following  statement:  The  schooner’s  name  was 
formerly  the  Charlotte  Ann,  of  New  Berne,  N.  C. ;  was  sold  to  a  Mr.  Gravely,  a  resident 
of  Charleston,  S.  C.,  and  an  English  citizen. 

The  papers  shown  were  provisional  register,  crew  list,  bill  of  lading,  etc.,  the  two 
former  purporting  to  be  legitimate  documents  signed  by  Robert  Bunch,  esq., 
H.  B.  M.’s  consul  at  Charleston,  under  date  of  July  2  or  8,  1861. 

The  schooner  passed  out  July  28  through  Hatteras  Inlet ;  saw  a  large  steamer  either 
that  or  next  day ;  was  loaded  with  rice  and  bound  for  Matanzas ;  arrived  there,  dis¬ 
charged,  loaded,  and  sailed  August  25,  ostensibly  for  St.  John,  New  Brunswick. 

I  saw  nothing  in  any  of  his  papers  verifying  the  transfer  of  the  vessel  from  the 
original  to  the  present  owner,  which  should  have  been  mentioned  on  the  provisional 
register. 

The  captain  had  permission  from  his  owners  to  stop  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  to 
procure  a  permanent  register,  which  he  did  not  do.  When  boarded  she  was  very 
much  out  of  her  track  if  bound  to  the  above  port. 

I  took  the  mate  and  two  men  on  board  this  ship,  leaving  the  captain 
and  two  men  on  board  the  schooner. 

Prize  Master  Chisholm  was  placed  in  charge  of  her,  with  nine  men. 
His  instructions  were  to  take  her  to  New  York,  or,  in  case  of  necessity, 
Philadelphia,  and  report  to  the  U.  S.  district  attorney  or  commissioners, 
and  leave  a  copy  of  his  instructions  with  the  clerk  of  the  court. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Green, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  Silas  H.  Stringham, 

Gomdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  Stringham ,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  transmitting  infor¬ 
mation  regarding  the  means  of  communication  between  the  eastern  and 
western  shores  of  Virginia. 

Navy  Department,  August  31, 1861. 
Sir:  The  enclosed  extract  is  sent  for  your  information,  with  the 
earnest  recommendation  that  the  points  alluded  to  be  closely  watched. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Gomdg .  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 
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[Enclosure. — Extract.]  v 

August  26,  1861. 

There  have  been  forwarded  to  the  eastern  shore  of  Virginia,  across 
the  bay  from  Richmond,  Va.,  six  brass  cannon  for  the  troops  in  Accomac 
County,  Va. ;  and  from  a  good  source  I  learn  that  they  are  in  camp 
drilling,  etc.,  3,000  strong,  and  well  supplied  with  ammunition  ot  all 
kinds,  and,  also,  are  receiving  and  forwarding  the  same  to  the  western 
shore  to  the  enemy. 

The  way  the  cannon  were  sent  over  to  eastern  Virginia  from  Rich¬ 
mond  was  down  the  Rappahannock  River  to  a  point  inside  the  said 
river  10  miles,  and  there  -sent  to  a  place  called  the  Dividing  Creek, 
running  up  into  the  land  above  the  mouth  of  the  Rappahannock  River 
some  12  miles.  You  can  carry  12  feet  water  up  this  creek  some  5  miles 
out  of  sight  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay.  It  is  at  this  point  where  powder 
is  being  received  and  sent  to  the  enemy  in  various  parts  of  western 
Virginia.  It  is  sent  into  Chincoteague  Inlet,  on  the  coast,  in  vessels, 
on  the  southerly  side  of  Cape  Charles,  and  taken  across  the  county 
Accomac  to  Cherrystone,  and  from  there  sent  across  the  bay  to  this 
Dividing  Creek,  above  the  Rappahannock  River,  inland,  and  there  sent 
to  the  various  rebel  armies. 

The  supplies  sent  are  large,  as  the  vessels  discharge  the  powder  on 
the  sea  side  of  Accomac  County,  and  have  been  doing  so  for  some  time. 

The  powder  is  from  New  York  and  Philadelphia.  I  believe  that  the 
larger  portion  of  their  powder  has  been  received  through  this  channel, 
which,  up  to  the  present,  has  been  overlooked. 

This  information  I  most  respectfully  submit. 


Report  of  Commander  Rowan,  II.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Pawnee, 

of  affairs  a  t  Hatteras  Inlet. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Hatteras  Inlet,  September  1, 1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  I  entered  the  inlet,  though  not  with¬ 
out  some  risk  to  the  ship,  having  struck  once  and  touched  twice,  owing 
more  perhaps  to  the  pilot  than  to  a  want  of  water  in  the  channel. 

I  took  charge  of  the  ship  myself  and  ran  her  in  safely  by  the  eye. 
After  anchoring  I  sent  the  launch  to  the  assistance  of  the  Harriet  Lane, 
and  after  untiring  exertious  on  the  part  of  our  people  and  the  officers 
and  crew  of  that  ship,  she  came  off  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  instant, 
and  was  towed  to  this  anchorage  by  the  Fanny  and  will  leave  to-morrow 
for  Hampton  Roads. 

As  I  have  already  informed  you,  the  brig  Brooks  was  dispatched  to 
Hampton  Roads  in  charge  of  William  Symmes,  and  is  now,  I  hope,  safely 
anchored  there. 

The  prize  schooner  laden  with  mahogany  is  still  aground.  I  am  mak¬ 
ing  exertion  to  get  her  off,  and  will  send  her  to  the  Roads  as  soon  as  I 
can  succeed  in  getting  her  afloat. 

Much  of  my  time  has  been  occupied  in  collecting  your  guns,  getting- 
off  the  iron  boat,  unspiking  guns,  and  mounting  guns  on  the  sound  side 
of  the  forts. 

I  parted  one  of  my  bower  chains  in  anchoring  here  and  had  much 
labor  in  recovering  the  anchor.  I  have  been  employed  to-day  giving 
coal  and  water  to  the  Harriet  Lane. 

If  this  place  is  to  be  held  I  shall  require  coal,  provisions,  and  other 
stores.  I  am  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  this  place  should  remain  in 
our  possession  as  the  base  of  future  operations  on  the  southern  coast. 
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lo  do  this  six  or  more  active  tugs  of  the  Yankee  class,  armed  with 
rifled  cannon  and  24-pounder  howitzers,  are  essential.  Their  draft  of 
water  should  not  exceed  7  feet,  and  as  much  less  as  possible  consistent 
with  good-sized  vessels. 

I  received  a  flag  ot  truce  the  day  after  you  left.  Crossan  was  very 
anxious  to  get  in,  but  I  declined  to  permit  him  to  enter  the  bulkhead. 
I  enclose  the  correspondence  on  that  occasion. 

On  the  night  of  the  1st  a  second  flag  of  truce  came  from  Oregon 
Inlet,  to  which  I  gave  no  answer.  It  was  sent  to  recover  the  dead  and 
wounded. 

I  consider  this  place  tenable;  all  I  want  is  a  6-inch  rifled  cannon  in 
case  the  enemy  should  come  to  the  bulkhead  with  a  columbiad  or  rifled 
gun  and  compel  me  to  retire,  having  nothing  of  equal  range. 

Fugitives  are  returning  and  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  at  the 
upper  fort.  I  was  informed  by  some  of  them  this  morning  that  our 
attack  here  has  frightened  the  force  away  from  Ocracoke,  having  spiked 
the  guns  and  burned  the  village. 

Colonel  Hawkins  told  me  to-day  that  Oregon  Inlet  is  abandoned,  the 
troops  are  gone  to  Roanoke  Island,  and  are  now  fortifying  the  south 
end  of  it. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  communication  on  this  subject,  addressed  to 
Captain  Chauncey,  so  that  he  might  go  down  and  destroy  the  guns 
before  the  enemy  should  return. 

I  enclose  herewith  the  letters*  received  by  the  two  flags  of  truce  borne 
by  Crossan.  Have  mislaid  the  copy,  having  no  clerk. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  "  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commander ,  IT.  8.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Squadron. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

Hatteras  Inlet,  N.  C.,  September  1 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  two  com¬ 
munications  dated  August  31,  18G1,  received  under  flag  of  truce  at  the 
hands  of  Lieutenant  Crossan,  North  Carolina  service. 

In  reply  I  have  to  state  that  all  the  prisoners  taken  at  this  place  were 
taken  North  in  the  IJ.  S.  flagship  Minnesota.  The  wounded  were  all 
sent  on  board  the  Minnesota ,  with  the  exception  of  two  that  could  not 
be  moved.  They  are  under  the  care  of  some  of  our  most  experienced 
surgeons. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 
Warren  Winslow,  Esq., 

Military  Secretary  North  Carolina. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Lowry,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  chartered 
steamer  George  Peabody ,  of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  Hampton 
Roads,  towing  prize  br  ig  Henry  C.  Brooks. 

H.  S.  S.  (Chartered)  George  Peabody, 

Hampton  Roads,  September  1,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  with  the  prize  brig  Henry 
C.  Brooks ,  taken  out  of  Hatteras  Iniet  and  towed  to  this  anchorage  by 

*Not  found. 


156  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

the  Peabody,  under  your  orders.  Her  supercargo,  Charles  Iv.  Gallagher, 
came  on  board  this  vessel  and  surrendered  himself  a  prisoner,  refusing 
to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  I  enclose  his  statement  and  written 
parole.  He  seemed  to  be  a  superior  sort  of  a  person  and  entitled  to 
some  consideration.  1  take  pleasure  in  informing  you  that  the  Harriet 
Lane  floated  yesterday  about  3:30  p.  in.,  after  they  had  given  up  all 
hopes  of  saving  her  and  the  order  had  been  given  to  abandon  her.  tier 
colors  were  run  up  and  lier  crew  gave  three  cheers.  As  I  had  a  heavy 
tow  1  could  not  stop  to  make  sure  that  she  was  safe.  The  weather  was 
remarkably  fine  and  not  a  swell  or  break  upon  the  bars.  The  Pawnee 
entered  the  inlet  safely  on  Friday  evening.  ... 

I  respectfully  request  permission  to  go  to  Washington  m  this  even- 
ning’s  boat.  My  charge  of  this  vessel  is  only  temporary,  and  I  am  on 
special  duty.  I  wish  to  visit  Washington  in  connection  with  it. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  Lowry, 
Lieutenant ,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  Silas  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Atlantic  Squadron. 

[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  S.  George  Peabody, 

Hatter  as  Inlet,  August  30,  1861. 

Having  been  made  prisoner  of  war  by  the  IT.  S.  naval  forces,  I  hereby 
give  my  parole  that  I  will  make  no  effort  to  escape,  and  will  confine 
myself  to  such  limits  as  may  be  prescribed. 

Chas.  K.  Gallagher. 


My  presence  at  Hatteras  Inlet  was  caused  by  detention  of  the  brig 
Henry  [C.\  Brooks,  of  which  vessel  I  was  supercargo.  She  was  bound 
to  Liverpool  with  a  cargo  of  spirits  of  turpentine,  rosin,  tar,  cotton,  and 
tobacco.  She  hails  from  New  York,  and  was  wrecked  on  North  Caro¬ 
lina  coast  last  March,  and  after  being  carried  to  Washington  was  sold 
by  an  agent  of  the  owners  at  auction.  She  underwent  repairs,  and, 
after  being  refused  a  permit  from  Governor  Clark  to  leave  the  port,  she 
loaded  as  above  and  was  about  to  put  to  sea  under  her  old  papers  and 
flag  when  seized  by  forces  under  your  command* 

Very  respectfully, 

Ciias.  K.  Gallagher. 


Lieutenant  E.  B.  Lowry,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commander  of  U.  8.  8.  George  Peabody. 


Report  of  Commander  Palmer,  U.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  present,  Hampton 
Roads ,  regarding  the  TJ.  8.  8.  R.  B.  Forbes. 

U.  S.  S.  Iroquois, 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia ,  September  1,  1861. 
Sir:  The  U.  S.  S.  Flag,  from  Philadelphia,  arrived  here  yesterday 
afternoon,  and  reports  that  on  her  way  hither  she  discovered  the  IT.  S.  S. 
R.  B.  Forbes  on  shore  some  10  or  15  miles  to  the  northward  of  Cape 
Charles,  and  that  from  her  great  draft  of  water  she  could  render  no 

*  Correction. — By  U.  S.  naval  forces  under  command  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham. — 
R.  B.  L. 
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assistance  and  therefore  hurried  on  to  report  the  fact  here.  I  imme¬ 
diately  dispatched  three  tug  steamers,  two  of  which  were  kindly  fur¬ 
nished  by  the  Army,  and  1  am  in  hopes  that  as  it  was  tine  weather  last 
night  they  may  be  able  to  get  her  off.  This  morning  the  chartered 
steamer  George  Peabody  arrived  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
Lowry,  towing  the  prize  brig  Henry  G.  Brooks,  laden  with  naval  stores, 
estimated  value  about  $50,000,  having  her  supercargo,  Mr.  Charles  K. 
Gallagher,  on  board,  whose  parole  and  statement  I  herewith  enclose. 

Although  Mr.  G.  has  given  his  parole  he  has  refused  to  take  the  oath 
of  allegiance.  1  request  the  Department  to  inform  me  what  disposi¬ 
tion  they  desire  made  of  the  prize  vessel  and  her  paroled  supercargo. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  S.  Palmer, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy,  Washington,  I).  G. 


Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  String- 
ham,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  notifying 
him  of  the  detachment  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Iroquois  from  his  command. 

Navy  Department,  September  l,  1861. 

Sir:  The  Department  has  been  obliged  to  detach,  temporarily,  the 
Iroquois  from  the  squadron  under  your  command,  and  orders*  have  been 
sent  this  day  to  her  commauder  direct,  to  proceed  to  the  West  Indies 
on  special  service. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Y.  Fox. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Neiv  York. 


Report  of  Commander  Palmer,  I  .  S.  A  ary,  senior  officer  present,  Ha  mp¬ 
ton  Roads,  Virginia,  regarding  the  incompetency  of  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  U.  S.  S.  R.  B.  Forbes. 


U.  S.  S.  Iroquois, 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  September  2,  1861. 

Sir:  The  steamer  R.  B.  Forbes  was  got  off  and  towed  up  to  this 
anchorage  late  last  evening.  The  harbor  master  (an  army  appointment), 
who  had  charge  of  the  army  tugs  employed,  reports  to  me  that  several 
of  the  officers  of  the  Forbes  were  intoxicated,  and  the  vessel  in  a  con¬ 
sequent  demoralized  condition.  Upon  my  asking  whether  he  meant  to 
include  the  commander  (an  acting  master,  William  B.  Gregory),  lie 
replied  he  would  leave  me  to  draw  my  own  conclusions  when  I  saw  him. 
As  he  did  not  report  himself,  I  sent  my  first  lieutenant  on  board,  who 
found  the  vessel  in  a  sad  condition ;  the  after  compartment  fall  of  water, 
but  enabled  to  keep  herself  free  by  her  steam  pumps,  but  could  not  say 
that  her  commander  was  intoxicated  at  that  time.  But  I  am  satisfied  that 
this  Mr.  Gregory  is  utterly  unfit  for  his  situation.  He  reported  fo  me 
this  morning,  and  from  his  appearance  and  mannei  I  drew  s  long  con 
elusions  against  him.  He  has  run  his  vessel  on  shore  three  times  since 
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lie  left  Boston,  and  this  fine  vessel  is  now  nearly  ruined  from  incomjie- 
tency  and  mismanagement.  I  should  not  hesitate  to  deprive  him  of 
his  command,  did  I  not  expect  the  flag-officer  to-day  or  to-morrow. 
The  vessel  must  be  hauled  up  for  repairs,  and  the  Department  will  be 
pleased  to  telegraph  me  whither  I  shall  send  her,  and  whether  in  com¬ 
mand  of  this  person. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  S.  Palmer, 

Commander,  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  1).  C. 

P.  S. — I  have  decided,  as  I  can  rely  upon  the  engineer,  who  seems  a 
steady,  sober  man,  and  seems  confident  in  his  ability  to  carry  her  up 
safely,  to  send  a  Potomac  pilot  on  board  and  direct  Mr.  Gregory  to 
proceed  to  Washington,  for  which  he  will  leave  to-morrow  at  daylight. 
I  have  ordered  him  to  report  himself  to  the  commandant  of  the  yard 
for  further  instructions.  He  is  constantly  using  coal  to  keep  him  free, 
with  which  he  might  be  steaming  on  to  Washington. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron ,  requesting  an  interview  with  the  Department. 

U.  S.  Plagship  Minnesota, 

New  York  Harbor ,  September  2 ,  1861. 
Sir:  I  am  desirous  of  consulting  with  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Navy.  Shall  I  come  to  Washington1?  The  ship  need  not  be  delayed 
here,  as  1  can  join  her  at  Hampton  Roads,  permitting  Captain  Van 
Brunt  to  take  her  there  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer ,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Commander  Rowan ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Parc- 
nee,  to  Captain  Chauncey,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Susque¬ 
hanna,  regarding  the  duties  assigned  to  him  in  Hatteras  Inlet. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Hatteras  Inlet,  September  2,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  30th  August,  I  herewith 
enclose  a  copy  of  ray  orders  from  Flag-Officer  Stringham. 

The  verbal  orders  from  Flag-Officer  Stringham  to  me  were  to  enter 
this  inlet  and  remain  here,  and  to  recover  as  much  of  the  public  prop¬ 
erty  as  I  could;  to  put  prize  crews  on  board  the  two  prizes  in  the  inlet 
and  send  them  to  Hampton  Roads.  Lieutenant  Crosby  he  directed  to 
report  to  me,  and  I  am  now,  with  his  aid,  engaged  in  mounting  the 
guns  on  the  fort,  removing  the  spikes,  preparing  to  buoy  the  channel, 
and  to  do  the  numberless  things  necessary  to  place  the  forts  in  a 
defensible  state  in  the  absence  of  any  competent  person  belonging  to 
the  army  forces  on  shore. 
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Flag-Officer  Stringham  also  said  to  me  that  I 
under  your  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S 


Captain  J.  S.  Chauncey, 

Commanding  Susquehanna ,  off  Hatter  as  Inlet. 


was  not  considered 


.  C.  Rowan, 

Commander. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota,  August  31, 1861. 

Sir:  You  will  remain  at  this  point  blockading,  rendering  assistance 
to  Captain  Chauncey  in  extricating  the  Harriet  Lane  from  her  present 
perilous  position,  and  also  that  portion  of  the  U.  S.  Army  occupying 
the  ioits  at  Hatteras  Inlet,  rendering  such  assistance  with  provisions 
etc.,  as  they  may  ask  of  you  and  require. 

You  will  be  vigilant  in  blockading,  capturing,  and  sending  forward 
for  judicial  investigation  all  vessels  heretofore  American,  now  sailing 
under  British  consular  certificates,  attempting  to  enter  any  port  of  the 
seceding  States. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 
Flag-Officer ,  Blockade  Squadron. 

Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Steamer  Pawnee. 


Report  of  Commander  Chandler,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Baton, 
of  the  chase  by  that  vessel  of  a  suspicious  sloop  from  Mob  jack  Bay  into 
the  Chesapeake. 

U.  S.  S.  Dawn, 

Mobjack  Bay,  Virginia,  Tuesday,  September  3,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  since  my  last  report  to  you  of  the 
21st  ultimo,  and  subsequent  return  from  Newport  News  to  Hampton 
Roads_,  and  thence  (on  the  22d)  to  our  station  here,  nothing  of  impor¬ 
tance  has  occurred,  except  that  about  10  p.  m.,  22d,  while  at  anchor 
near  the  south  side  of  this  bay,  and  as  near  Yorktown  as  our  draft  of 
water  would  admit  of,  we  discovered  in  the  darkness  a  sloop  about  2 
miles  off,  standing  across  York  Spit  from  the  direction  of  Yorktown. 

By  the  time  we  got  up  steam  and  anchor  she  was,  with  a  fresh,  fair 
wind,  about  3  miles  from  us,  when  we  gave  chase  to  her,  and  across  the 
Chesapeake  until  she  reached  Cherrystone  Creek  [Inlet],  and  we  had 
shoaled  our  water  to  2£  fathoms  near  the  Old  Plantation  Flats  (without, 
however,  gaining  much  on  her,  although  going  at  our  utmost  speed,  6 
knots),  when  we  fired  four  32-pound  shot  at  her,  but  owing  to  her  dis¬ 
tance  and  the  darkness  of  the  night,  without  much  accuracy  of  aim  or 
any  effect  that  we  know  of.  And  under  those  circumstances  I  did  not 
deem  it  safe  for  our  two  small  boats  (of  four  oars  each)  to  go  in  pursuit. 

That  sloop  was,  we  think,  captured  about  two  days  afterwards,  as 
she  came  out  of  Cherrystone  Creek  [Inlet]  on  her  return  trip,  by  a  small 
steamer  that  we  had  seen  coming  up  Chesapeake  Bay,  and  afterwards 
approach  her.  In  doing  so  she  had  but  anticipated  our  intention  whilst 
watching  the  sloop’s  movements  from  our  station  here. 

It  is  believed  that  but  for  the  foulness  of  this  steamer’s  bottom,  even 
with  her  much-reduced  steam  power,  we  would  have  caught  the  sloop. 
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To  (lav  the  Mount  Vernon ,  Commander  Glisson,  came  up  from  Hamp¬ 
ton  Roads  with  our  letters,  on  her  way  to  relieve  the  Daylight  oft  the 
Rappahannock,  and  I  avail  of  the  Daylight's  return  to  Hampton  Roads 
to  put  our  letter  bag  on  board  and  to  send  this  communication,  adding 
that  we  have  now  but  three  days7  coal  (with  constant  steaming)  on 

board.  .  ...  ,  r 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  [servant], 

William  Chandler, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Steingham,  _  .  . 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  1  irgima. 


Report  of  Commander  Rowan ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ .  S.  S.  1  aionee, 
regarding  affairs  at  Hatter  as  Inlet,  A  orth  Carolina. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

Hatter  as  Inlet,  September  3,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  an  order  from  Flag-Officer  Stringham  I  entered 
this  port  to  blockade  and  render  assistance  to  the  forces  occupying  the 

10 1  have  been  constantly  employed  in  removing  the  spikes  from  the 
guns  in  dismounting  them  from  the  soa  taco,  and  mounting  them  in 
the  sound  and  land  faces  of  the  forts.  The  troops  (particularly  the 
Germans,  Max  Weber’s)  do  not  appear  to  appreciate  the  necessity  of 
making  preparations  for  defense,  and  are  ignorant  of  the  use  of  artil¬ 
lery;  the  officers  are  no  better  informed;  neither  class  is  disposed  to 
do  much  work. 

The  complete  success  of  our  arms  at  this  place  has  produced  a  per 
feet  panic  in  the  counties  on  the  sound.  Had  we  an  organized  force  of 
small  steamers  we  could,  ere  this,  have  destroyed  a  great  portion  of 
the  commerce  and  been  in  possession  of  Roanoke  Island?  which  is  the 
key  to  Norfolk  and  Albemarle  Sound. 

To-day  I  learned  from  fugitives  that  Oregon  Inlet  and  Ocracoke  Inlet 
have  been  abandoned  and  the  guns  of  the  latter  spiked.  The  forces  at 
Oregon  Inlet  have  moved  over  to  Roanoke  Island  and  are  said  to  be 
fortifying  the  south  end.  Had  I  two  or  three  well-armed  tugs  heie 
now  I  could  prevent  it.  We  saw  a  large  fire  down  the  coast  last  night. 
The  fugitives  think  it  was  Portsmouth,  a  small  village  at  Ocracoke 
Inlet,  that  has  been  burned  by  the  enemy.  I  have  communicated  this 
intelligence  to  Captain  Ohauncey  in  the  offing,  that  he  might,  if  con¬ 
sistent  with  his  instructions,  go  down  and  destroy  the  cannon  and  car¬ 
riages  before  the  enemy  recovers  from  his  panic  and  reoccupies  the 

forts.  .  . 

I  have  addressed  Flag-Officer  Stringham  at  Old  Point,  giving  lnm  all 

the  information  in  my  possession. 

If  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  Government  to  hold  this  place  the  present 
force  is  sufficient,  provided  I  can  be  supplied  with  a  50  to  80  pounder 
rifled  gun,  and  the  army  people  with  shot  and  shell  and  ammunition 
for  a  10-inch  columbiad  of  15,000  pounds,  which  the  enemy  had  left 
here,  but  fortunately  had  not  time  to  mount.  This  gun,  with  the  rifled 
gun  I  ask  for,  mounted  on  the  forecastle,  would  drive  back  the  probable 
force  that  might  be  brought  against  us  outside  the  bulkhead,  which  is 
about  miles  from  my  anchorage.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Govern¬ 
ment  design  holding  this  place  and  carry  on  offensive  operations,  and 
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compel  tins  State  to  withdraw  her  troops  from  Virginia  to  defend  her 
own  soil,  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  a  number  of  well-armed  tugs  of 
the  class  of  the  Yankee ,  to  draw  not  over  7  feet,  loaded,  to  be  armed 
with  a  rifled  cannon  and  24-pounder  howitzers,  one  of  each  at  either 
end.  hour  to  six  of  these  vessels  would  perhaps  do  the  work  well. 
There  are  two  light  boats  here  that  would  answer  for  depots  for  pro- 
visions,  and  a  large  schooner  could  keep  the  force  supplied  with  coal. 

It  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  Department  to  operate  offensively  on 
the  Southern  coast,  this,  of  all  points,  is  best  adapted  as  a  basis  of 
operation.  Here  troops  can  be  encamped  in  large  numbers  on  a  wooded 
beach  of  15  miles  in  length,  with  water,  I  think,  in  sufficient  quanti¬ 
ties,  by  digging  wells  3  feet  deep.  The  line  of  operations  can  be 
extended  at  pleasure  to  Ocracoke,  and  continued  to  Cape  Lookout  and 
-Beaufort  by  means  of  the  sound  and  the  Reuse  River.  Once  in  posses- 
sian  of  Beaufort,  we  have  a  fine  harbor,  with  15  feet  on  the  bar. 

1  am  informed  that  there  are  thousands  of  loyal  men  residing  on  the 
waters  of  the  sound,  who  only  want  protection  to  make  themselves 
heard  and  felt  in  this  struggle. 

I  was  desirous  of  lighting  Hatteras  light,  but  to  my  great  regret  I 
learn  that  the  lens  has  been  taken  down  and  is  now  in  Washington  or 
Raleigh. 

In  my  opinion,  it  is  a  waste  of  money  to  sink  vessels  at  the  bulkhead. 
The  flats  are  quicksand,  and  as  soon  as  the  current  is  interrupted  atone 
point  it  will  open  a  channel  at  another. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  Rowan, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commander  Rowan,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Pawnee, 
giving  information  received  from  refugees. 

TJ.  S.  8.  Pawnee, 
Hatteras  Inlet,  September  3,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  obtained  the  following  information,  which  I  take  the 
earliest  opportunity  to  communicate: 

The  schooner  Enterprise  came  in  yesterday  afternoon  from  the  mouth 
of  the  Pungo  River,  bringing  Charles  Good,  wife,  and  two  daughters, 
and  Randolph  Mount  and  wife.  They  represent  themselves  as  Phila¬ 
delphians,  who  own  steam  sawmills  on  Slade’s  Creek,  near  Pungo  River, 
60  miles  from  Hatteras.  They  are  Union  men,  who  are  unable  to  remain 
in  North  Carolina. 

Mount  was  d-rafted  into  a  company  of  horse,  but  made  his  escape. 
They  left  home  on  Friday  morning.  Alexander  Conman,  a  lumberman, 
accompanied  them  (his  family  is  at  the  mouth  of  Pamlico  Creek,  GO 
miles  off) ;  also  Henry  S.  Taylor,  a  pilot. 

Ten  miles  this  side  of  Washington,  on  the  Pamlico  River,  at  Mall’s 
[Maul’s]  Point,  they  met  three  steamers  full  of  soldiers,  who  hailed 
them  and  told  them  to  return,  as  they  had  evacuated  Ocracoke,  spiked 
the  guns,  and  destroyed  the  State  property  there. 

There  is  a  fort  on  Beacon  Island  (at  Ocracoke)  and  a  battery  of  six 
guns  below  it.  There  is  no  fort  on  the  Portsmouth  Island  side  of  the 
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inlet  known  of.  They  think  the  light  to  the  westward  last  night  came 

from  Portsmouth  Island  or  the  forts.  tiiprp 

They  report  great  alarm  at  Washington,  as  a  meeting  was  held  there 
on  Thursday  and  it  was  agreed  to  fortify  Mall’s  [Maul  s]  I  oint,  wh  . 

°s  15  feet  high  on  the  right  bank  of  Pamlico  River.  The  channel  is 

close  to,  with  12  to  15  feet  of  water.  , 

This  morning  (the  3d)  there  arrived  the  schooner  Louisa  Balance,  with 
Reuben  O.  Balance  and  family  and  several  others,  residents  ot  this 
island,  who  fled  during  the  action.  They  wish  to  remain  and  aie  P  moil 
men  Tliev  came  from  Middletown,  30  miles  northwest.  They  saw  the 
fire  last  night  and  are  sure  that  it  was  at  Portsmouth  or  Beacon  Island. 
Have  heard  that  the  forts  at  Ocraeoke  have  been  adandoned;  passed 

near  the  island;  saw  no  vessels  or  flags,  nor  any  men. 

Colonel  Hawkins  informs  me  that  he  has  received  reliable  information 
that  the  forts  at  Oregon  Inlet  have  been  destroyed  and  the  island 
abandoned.  The  forces  have  been  withdrawn  to  Roanoke  Island,  where 
they  are  fortifying  the  south  end. 

Yery  respectfully,  etc,  g  0.  Rowan, 

Commander ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Squadron. 


• 

Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham , 
TJ.  S.  Navy  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  the 
holding  and  obstructing  of  the  inlets  of  North  Carolina  by  sinking 
vessels  loaded  with  stone. 

Navy  Department,  September  3, 1861. 

Sir  :  The  Department,  in  pursuance  of  the  plan  matured  under  its 
directions  for  holding  and  obstructing,  where  it  is  deemed  best,  the 
coasts  and  inlets  of  North  Carolina,  and  with  the  view  of  following  up 
the  success  obtained  by  the  blockading  force  under  your  command 
in  the  capture  of  the  forts  at  Hatteras,  has  to  request  that  you  wrill 
give  the  earliest  possible  execution  to  the  following  objects: 

First.  That  Oregon  and  Loggerhead  inlets  be  immediately  and  effec¬ 
tually  closed  by  placing  obstructions  over  the  inner  bulkheads,  not  on 
the  outer  bars,  but  at  the  line  of  meeting  of  the  waters  of  the  sea  and 
of  the  sound,  inside  the  headlands. 

Second.  You  will  immediately  take  Ocraeoke  Inlet,  to  be  used,  like 
Hatteras,  as  a  harbor  of  refuge,  but  you  will  not  sink  vessels  at  these 
inlets  inside,  as  was  first  contemplated. 

Third.  You  will  have  a  careful  reconnoissance  made  of  New  Inlet 
(Cape  Fear  River)  and  see  that  the  defenses  of  this  channel,  ii  any  exist, 
be  examined  and  the  condition  of  its  waters  be  ascertained  and  reported 
fully  to  this  Department.  The  special  object  of  this  reconnoissance 
will  be  to  discover  whether  the  inlet  is  guarded  or  whether  it  has  been 
closed  by  the  authorities  of  Wilmington. 

The  Department  is  desirous  of  hastening  the  relighting  of  the  light 
on  Cape  Hatteras,  to  have  the  defenses  of  Hatteras  and  Ocraeoke  inlets 
and  Hatteras  light  strengthened,  and  other  defenses  which  may  be 
required  for  the  control  of  the  intercourse  between  Pamlico  and  Albe¬ 
marle  sounds,  and  it  looks  to  you  to  further  all  these  objects  in  every 
way  in  your  power  consistent  with  the  more  specific  directions  given 
above  and  the  imperative  duties  of  the  blockade. 
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As  early  as  practicable  a  small  flotilla  of  tug’s,  receiving  vessel  for 
coal  and  stores,  will  be  placed  inside  under  the  command  of  some  com¬ 
petent  commander  in  the  service. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  U.  S.  Navy , 

commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  the  reduction  of 

the  complement  0/  officers  on  the  vessels  of  his  command. 

Navy  Department,  September  3,  1861. 

Sir:  The  demands  on  the  personnel  of  the  Navy  are  so  great  that  in 
order  to  provide  lieutenants  commanding  and  executive  officers  for  the 
new  gunboats,  as  well  as  the  other  vessels  brought  into  the  service,  it 
has  been  found  absolutely  necessary  to  reduce  very  materially  the  com¬ 
plement  of  officers  as  at  present  allowed  to  the  ships  under  your  com¬ 
mand.  For  the  present,  vessels  carrying  guns  on  two  decks  will  be 
allowed  three  lieutenants  and  a  master.  Those  carrying  guns  on  one 
deck  will  be  allowed  two  lieutenants  and  a  master.  The  second  and 
third  lieutenants  of  ships  are  to  be  considered  as  gunnery  officers  and 
instructors,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  drill  the  whole  crew  at  great  guns, 
small  arms,  and  cutlass  exercise. 

Acting  masters  will  be  assigned  to  the  different  vessels  to  perform 
the  duties  of  watch  officers,  and  it  is  the  order  of  the  Department  that 
these  officers  shall  also  receive  instructions  at  the  guns,  etc.  It  is 
recommended  that  hereafter  the  main  deck  be  divided  into  two  divisions, 
under  the  charge  of  the  second  and  third  lieutenants;  that  the  fore¬ 
castle  division  be  placed  under  the  charge  of  the  master,  and  that  the 
quarter  deck  be  under  the  general  supervision  of  the  executive  officer 
when  at  general  quarters.  But  this  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  com¬ 
manding  officer.  (See  Ordnance  Instructions,  p.  14.) 

The  following-named  officers  will  be  detached  from  your  squadron  as 
opportunity  offers,  and  you  are  authorized  to  make  such  changes  as  may 
be  necessary  to  place  those  that  remain  according  to  their  rank,  report¬ 
ing  the  same  to  the. Department.  Should  the  requirement  of  the  serv¬ 
ice  make  it  necessary,  a  still  further  reduction  of  the  regular  officers 
may  be  made: 

From  the  Minnesota ,  Lieutenants  J.  0.  Howell,  E.  C.  Grafton,  John 
Watters,  Charles  L.  Franklin,  and  C.  M.  Schoonmaker. 

From  the  Roanoke ,  Lieutenants  Daniel  Ammen,  It.  W.  Scott,  E.  P. 
Lull,  and  four  midshipmen. 

From  the  Wabash ,  Lieutenants  John  H.  Upshur,  John  Irwin. 

From  the  Jamestown,  Lieutenant  Charles  W.  Flusser. 

From  the  Savannah ,  Lieutenant  E.  W.  Henry. 

From  the  Iroquois ,  Lieutenant  J.  M.  B.  Glitz. 

From  the  Richmond ,  Lieutenants  N.  C.  Bryant,  Robert  Boyd,  jr„ 

From  the  St.  Lawrence ,  Lieutenant  John  Downes. 

From  the  Cumberland,  Lieutenant  Charles  II.  Greene. 

From  the  Vandalia,  Lieutenant  Henry  Wilson. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  U.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  transmitting  corre¬ 
spondence  regarding  Confederate  opera, tions  abroad. 

Navy  Department,  September  3, 1861. 

Sir:  Your  attention  is  invited  to  the  following  papers  (copies  here- 
with,  submitted),  viz :  Letter  of  the  Secretary  ot  State,  dated  August  24, 
and  enclosures, respecting  the  alleged  purchase  of  the  steamersJ.de/uwZe, 
Victoria  and  Bermuda,  in  England,  for  parties  in  Charleston  and  the 
Southern  States;  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  August  28, 
and  enclosure,  relative  to  the  arrival  of  the  five  schooners  at  Halifax, 
Nova  Scotia,  which  had  run  the  blockade  from  North  Carolina;  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  August  29,  respecting  the  schooner 
William  H.  Northrop,  belonging  to  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  which  has  repeat¬ 
edly  entered  the  port  of  Nassau,  New  Providence,  with  the  flag  of  the 
insurgent  States  flying ;  extract  from  a  letter  from  Mr.  Upton,  of  Boston, 
received  through  the  Department  of  State,  on  the  subject  of  the  strong 
feeling  at  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  in  favor  of  the  so-called  Southern 
Confederacy. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 

[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  August  24,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  and 
consideration  an  extract  from  a  dispatch  dated  9th  August  and  received 
here  to-day  from  Mr.  E.  II.  Morse,  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at 
London,  respecting  the  alleged  purchase  of  the  steamers  Victoria,  Ade¬ 
laide,  and  Bermuda ,  for  parties  in  Charleston  and  the  Southern  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  H.  Seward. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Subenclosure.] 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

London ,  August  .9,  1861. 

Sir:  I  this  morning  received  information,  which  I  regard  as  entirely 
reliable,  that  the  steamers  Victoria ,  Adelaide,  and  Bermuda  have  been 
conditionally  purchased  by  Messrs.  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  of  Liver¬ 
pool,  for  parties  in  Charleston  and  the  South.  The  conditions  are  that 
if  the  English  admiral  commanding  on  the  American  coast  shall  declare 
the  blockade  imperfect  or  insufficient,  and  the  steamers  under  English 
colors  are  placed  inside  of  Charleston  Bar,  with  a  given  amount  of  tons 
of  freight  on  board  of  each,  and  each  boat  not  drawing  over  16  feet  of 
water,  the  purchasers  are  to  pay  a  very  high  price  for  the  steamers. 
No  money  is  to  be  paid  until  the  boats  are  delivered  on  the  terms  and 
conditions  above  mentioned. 

These  boats  are  propellers,  over  2,000  tons  in  burden,  and  will  steam 
over  10  knots  per  hour. 

The  Victoria  and  Adelaide  are  here  in  London  docks  undergoing- 
repairs.  The  former  will  be  ready  for  sea  in  about  six  weeks;  the  lat¬ 
ter  in  about  two  months.  The  Bermuda  is  the  third  boat  and  is  not 
yet  launched,  though  I  think  she  is  about  ready  to  be  launched.  She 
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is  the  boat  to  which  I  have  heretofore  referred,  and  she  is  building  at 
Stockton,  on  the  river  Tees. 

Permit  me  to  suggest  the  great  importance  of  making  the  blockade 
as  perfect  as  possible,  if  it  is  not  already  so,  for  there  seem  to  be  indi¬ 
cations  that  officials  here  are  seeking  and  will  be  glad  to  find  reasons 
or  excuses  for  declaring  the  blockade  insufficient  and  void. 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  conditions  attached  to  the  sale  of  the  above- 
named  boats  have  not  been  agreed  upon  without  some  knowledge  of  the 
desire  and  perhaps  purpose  of  this  Government  in  reference  to  our 
blockade  of  our  Southern  ports. 

Our  recent  disasters  in  Virginia  have  strengthened  the  rebels  here 
among  the  people.  The  manufacturers  and  the  aristocracy  were  mainly 
with  them  in  heart  before. 

Very  sincerely,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  Morse. 

Hon.  Wm,  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[Enclosure  No.  2.] 

Department  op  State, 

Washington ,  August  28,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  enclosed  copy 
of  a  letter  of  the  26th  instant,  addressed  to  this  Department  by  the 
adjutant- general  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  relative  to 
the  arrival  of  five  schooners  at  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  which  had  run  the 
blockade  from  North  Carolina. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  Seward, 

Acting  Secretary. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Subenclosure.] 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 

Adjutant-General’s  Ofpice, 

Boston,  August  26,  1861. 

Sir:  A  gentleman  in  whom  I  have  confidence  came  here  this  morn¬ 
ing  from  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  and  informed  me  that  while  he  was 
there  five  schooners  arrived  with  1,400  barrels  of  turpentine.  They 
had  run  the  blockade  from  North  Carolina.  Three  of  them  were 
named,  respectively,  Argyle,  Susan  Jane,  and  Revere ;  the  names  of  the 
other  two  he  could  not  recollect.  One  of  the  vessels  has  been  refitted 
and  is  now  loading  with  herring  and  other  “blue  nose”  commodities, 
and  intends  to  run  the  blockade  home.  The  agent  or  owner  of  the 
vessel  and  merchandise  is  at  Halifax.  His  name  is  Martin.  You  may 
have  this  information  already;  nevertheless  I  thought  it  proper  to  write 
you  in  regard  to  it. 

Truly,  yours,  Wm.  Sohouler, 

Adjutant- General. 

Hon.  William  [H.J  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[Enclosure  No.  3.] 

Department  of  State, 

Washington ,  August  29,  1861. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  Whiting,  our  consul 
at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  has  reported  to  this  Department  that  a 
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schooner  named  the  William  H.  Northrop,  commanded  by  Joseph  A. 
Silliman,  belonging  to  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  has  repeatedly  entered 
Nassau  with  the  flag  flying  of  the  insurgent  States. 

She  is  said  to  be  a  low,  black  schooner  of  40  tons  burden,  with  round 
stern  and  raking  masts;  her  last  cargo  consisting  of  lumber,  bran,  and 

peanuts.  . ,  „ 

The  Department  has  reason  to  believe  that  most  of  the  residents  ot 

Nassau  are  in  the  interest  of  the  insurgents,  and  that  cargoes  of  goods 
are  taken  from  the  ports  in  the  neighboring  States  into  the  island. 

I  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  the  commanders  of  the  blockading 
squadron  in  the  neighborhood  be  instructed  to  keep  a  careful  watch 
for  the  small  coasters,  by  means  of  which  arms  and  munitions  of  war 
are  believed  to  be  imported  into  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  Seward, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State. 

lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Enclosure  No.  4.— Extract.] 

Boston,  August  27,  1861. 

My  Dear  Str:  *  *  *  The  feeling  at  St.  John  is  very  strong  in 

favor  of  the  Southern  Confederacy,  and  they  have  been  enabled  to 
carry  on  some  trade  with  the  Southern  ports  and  growing  out  of  the 
insufficiency  of  the  blockade.  He  found  that  this  had  been  extensively 
done  by  sending  certain  articles  which  were  much  wanted  at  the  South 
to  the  Great  Isaac  and  Abaco,  and  then  run  them  over  to  the  Florida 
coast  in  small  boats  during  the  night.  *  *  * 

Geo.  B.  Upton. 

Hon.  B.  H.  Dana,  Jr., 

U.  S.  District  Attorney. 


Letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham , 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding 
affairs  of  his  command. 

Navy  Department,  September  4,  1861. 
Sir:  The  Department,  supposing  you  will  not  come  to  Washington, 
has  sent  important  dispatches  to  you  at  Old  Point. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  here  for  planting  moorings  at  Hatteras 
and  obtaining  a  receiving  vessel  for  coal  and  stores. 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Strtngham, 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota,  Neiv  York. 


Report  of  Commander  Green,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  James¬ 
town,  of  the  capture  and  destruction  by  that  vessel  of  the  schooner 
Colonel  Long. 

U.  S.  Sloop  op  War  Jamestown, 

At  Sea,  September  4,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  overhauled  the  rebel  schooner  Colonel  Long,  of  14  tons  burden, 
belonging  to  Charleston,  S.  C.,  this  day,  and  after  taking  her  cargo  out, 
scuttled  her. 
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Tlie  circumstances  of  tlxis  case  are  as  follows:  On  the  7th  of  August, 
ultimo,  the  same  schooner  was  hoarded,  and,  on  the  plausible  and  piti¬ 
able  story  of  the  master,  I  let  him  go.  He  then  said  he  had  no  papers 
except  a  fishing  license ;  that  he  was  from  Savannah,  and  had  run  away 
with  his  vessel  with  three  or  four  men  who  left  Savannah  to  avoid  being 
forced  to  serve  in  the  rebel  Army;  that  he  was  going  to  Key  West  to 
fish  for  the  Havana  market.  One  of  his  men  wanted  to  ship  on  board 
this  ship,  and,  being  one  man  short,  I  caused  him  to  take  the  oath  and 
shipped  him.  He  is  a  very  good  man;  has  a  family  in  Mystic,  Conn. 
An  examination  ot  the  schooner  showed  her  to  be  a  regular  fishing 
smack  of  14  tons,  with  little  of  anything  on  board;  and  the  whole 
appearance  indicated  poverty.  I  was  even  moved  to  give  the  man  a 
piece  of  pork. 

This  day,  being  a  little  to  the  southward  of  Savannah,  I  fell  in  with 
the  same  schooner.  On  boarding  her  I  ascertained  that  he  had  not 
been  to  Key  West,  bat  had  been  to  Miami,  near  Cape  Florida.  The 
vessel  had  on  board  a  quantity  of  limes,  part  of  a  barrel  of  whisky, 
a  few  bags  of  arrowroot,  and  a  bag  of  sponges.  The  crew  consisted  of 
the  master  and  7  men,  2  of  whom  left  Charleston  in  the  vessel,  3  had 
shipped,  1  had  entered  for  a  passage,  being  a  castaway  English  seaman, 

belonging  to  the  English  ship  - ,  from  Jamaica  to  Liverpool,  but 

wrecked  on  a  key  on  the  coast,  this  man  being  the  sole  survivor. 

The  master  of  the  schooner  still  said  he  had  no  papers,  but  acknowl¬ 
edged  that  he  was  bound  for  Savannah;  others  said  to  Charleston. 

The  fact  of  his  having  no  papers,  and  with  so  large  a  crew,  led  to  the 
surmise  that  he  had  got  these  men  for  the  use  of  privateers  at  Savan¬ 
nah,  etc. 

I  determined,  therefore,  to  destroy  her,  as  she  was  outlawed  and  not 
of  value  enough  to  run  the  risk  of  a  prize  crew  at  this  season  of  the 
year. 

After  the  order  had  been  given  to  destroy  her,  one  of  her  crew  came 
and  informed  me  that  her  papers  were  concealed  under  the  ceiling  of 
the  cabin,  and  there  they  were  found.  They  consist  of  a  Confederate 
coasting  license  for  one  year  and  a  clearance  from  Charleston,  with 
receipts  for  bills  of  outfits,  and  one  for  a  Confederate  States’  flag,  which 
was  found  and  is  in  my  possession.  No  log  and  no  shipping  articles 
were  found. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Green, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Gomdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Commander  Palmer,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Iroquois , 
giving  cause  of  delay  in  execution  of  the  Department'1  s  orders  to  proceed 
to  the  West  Indies . 

IT.  S.  S.  Iroquois, 
Hampton  Roads,  September  4,  1861. 

Sir:  Upon  announcing  last  evening  to  General  Wool  my  intended 
departure*  for  the  West  Indies  to-morrow,  he  earnestly  urged  me  to 
remain  until  a  stronger  naval  force  was  at  this  anchorage,  and  has 
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addressed  me  an  official  letter  on  this  subject,  which  I  herewith  enclose. 
He  has  also  written  to  Washington  to  the  same  effect.  1  have  consented 
to  remain  until  I  receive  a  reply  to  my  yesterday’s  letter  from  "W  ashing' - 
ton.  I  am  extremely  anxious  to  be  off  and  am  delighted  with  my  orders, 
but  agree  with  General  Wool  as  to  the  necessity  of  my  stay  until  the 
flag-officer  returns. 

I  presume  that  the  Department  is  aware  that  the  Iroquois  carries  no 
rifled  gun,  though  I  have  repeatedly  asked  for  one  since  my  return  from 
the  Mediterranean.  My  Sharps  rifles  have  no  bayonets  and  my  cut¬ 
lasses  are  all  worthless  old-fashioned  ltoman  swords.  My  gunner  also, 
Mr.  Lillestou,  whom  I  left  sick  at  the  hospital  in  New  York,  a  case  of 
syphilis,  has  not  as  yet  rejoined  his  vessel.  I  am,  consequently,  without 
a  gunner,  an  essential  officer  in  this  vessel.  Should  the  Department 
determine  upon  my  remaining  here  a  few  days  longer,  may  I  not  hope 
that  some  of  these  deficiencies  may  be  remedied”? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  S.  Palmer, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  G.  ^ 

P.  S.  —The  gunboat  Daylight ,  Commander  Lockwood,  has  j ust  arrived, 
and  he  will  now  be  senior  officer. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Wool ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
requesting  the  retention  of  Commander  Palmer ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  until  the 
return  of  the  flag-officer. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Fortress  Monroe ,  September  4 ,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  am  informed  by  the  senior  and  commanding  officer  of  the  navy 
present,  Commander  J.  S.  Palmer,  that  he  is  ordered  to  some  other 
position.  I  would  earnestly  recommend  that  this  order  be  suspended 
until  the  flag-officer,  Commodore  Stringham,  returns  to  Hampton  Roads. 

This  is  the  most  important  position  on  the  coast.  The  rebels  have 
several  vessels  which  they  are  anxious  to  get  to  sea  and  only  wait  a 
favorable  moment  to  accomplish  their  designs.  They  are,  I  am  informed, 
armed  with  rifle  cannon.  A  few  days  since,  in  consequence  of  a  small 
armed  vessel,  stationed  with  the  Savannah ,  being  absent,  a  small  tug¬ 
boat  came  down  the  James  River  and  commenced  firing  upon  the 
Savannah  with  a  rifle  gun,  and,  but  for  a  rifled  cannon  in  the  fort,  she 
would  have  been  sunk.  As  several  of  our  best  ships  and  vessels  of 
war  are  now  absent,  say  at  least  four,  some  of  the  rebels  will  probably 
make  their  way  to  sea  if  any  more  vessels  of  war  are  taken  from  the 
roads.  I  hope  you  will  consider  the  subject  and  permit  Commander 
Palmer  to  remain  here  with  the  Iroquois  until  some  other  ships  arrive 
and  take  his  place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  E.  Wool, 

Major-  General. 

Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Report,  of  Commander  Lockwood,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8. 
Daylight,  of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  Hampton  Roads  from  the  Rap¬ 
pahannock  River,  Virginia. 

U.  S.  S.  Daylight, 
Hampton  Roads,  September  4,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  arrived  at 
this  anchorage  this  morning,  having  been  relieved  by  the  steam  gun¬ 
boat  Mount  Vernon  last  evening  from  the  blockade  of  the  Rappahan¬ 
nock  River,  and  And  myself  for  the  present  the  senior  naval  officer  at 
the  roadstead. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  Lockwood, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham, 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  transmitting 
information  regarding  steamer  Bermuda  and  other  blockade  runners. 

Navy  Department,  September  4, 1861. 
Sir  :  Your  special  attention  is  directed  to  the  accompanying  copy  of 
a  dispatch  received  by  the  State  Department  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at 
Liverpool,  dated  the  16th  ultimo.  It  is  particularly  desired  that  the 
Bermuda  should  be  captured,  if  permitted  by  the  British  authorities  to 
leave  England  for  the  Southern  States. 

A  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  same  writer,  respecting  the  name  and 
character  of  the  captain  of  the  Bermuda,  is  also  enclosed. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


[  Enclosures.  J 

'  U.  S.  Consulate,  Liverpool,  August  16,  1861. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you,  dispatch  No.  30,  by  the  City  of 
Washington,  on  the  14th,  that  tbe  crates  containing  arms,  packed  to 
resemble  earthenware,  mentioned  in  my  Nos.  28  and  29,  had  gone  by 
various  circuitous  routes  to  West  Hartlepool,  a  place  on  [the]  east  coast 
of  England,  and  been  there  put  on  board  the  screw  steamer  Bermuda, 
mentioned  in  my  No.  23  as  building,  and  nearly  finished,  at  Stockton- 
on-Tees,  for  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  the  Liverpool  branch  of 
John  Fraser  &  Co.,  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  I  also  gave  a  description  of 
the  Bermuda ,  which  I  now  repeat: 

Two-masted;  brig-rigged;  funnel,  lower  part  black,  upper  part  red; 
black  hull,  with  a  narrow  red  stripe  round  the  molding,  level  with  the 
deck ;  no  poop ;  wheelhouse  white.  Her  bottom  pink,  up  to  the  water 
line;  no  figurehead;  no  bowsprit;  armed  with  four  guns ;  has  six  white 
boats  slung  in  iron  davits;  is  under  the  English  flag;  hails  from  Liv¬ 
erpool,  and  is  commanded  by  a  Frenchman. 
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I  would  call  attention  to  lier  armament,  wliicli  may,  and  likely  will, 
be  increased  before  she  sails ;  also  to  tbe  number  oi:  boats ;  also  to  tlie 
probability  of  some  change  being  made  in  her  appearance  before  she 
approaches  America  by  changing  the  color  of  her  funnel,  etc. 

I  have  also  traced  the  powder  trucks,  mentioned  in  my  No.  30,  from 
Preston  Brook  to  West  Hartlepool,,  and  believe  the  barrels  sent  on 
them,  freighting  together  7  tons,  do  not  contain  powder  as  described, 
but  ball  cartridge;  of  course  they  are  gone  also  to  the  Bermuda. 

Apropos  of  the  bales,  some  days  since  a  gentleman  in  conversation 
stated  to  me  that  recently,  while  on  a  visit  at  Baisley  [Paisley?],  he  was 
in  the  warehouse  of  Coats  &  Co.,  I  think,  and  saw  there  a  large  number 
of  bales,  which  he  was  told  had  been  ordered  for  Charleston.  Now,  my 
man  informs  me  that  the  bales  shipping  on  the  Bermuda  were  arriving 
from  Scotland,  so  that  it  is  not  likely  they  come  from  Coats  &  Co.  I 
think  the  Bermuda  is  the  steamer  referred  to  iu  the  conversation  with 
the  Portsmouth  captain,  reported  in  my  No.  7,  June  17. 

I  may  add  that  tbe  appearance  and  build  of  the  Bermuda  indicate 
her  to  be  a  very  fast  vessel,  and  that  by  the  time  she  reaches  the 
American  coast,  having  got  rid  of  most  of  her  coals,  she  will  not  draw 
much  water,  and  that,  as  she  appears  all  ready  for  sea,  she  may,  in  the 
event  of  any  intention  to  interfere  with  her  here,  being  suspected,  steal 
out  of  Hartlepool  before  the  dilatory  officials  can  stop  her. 

A  large  quantity  of  arms  have  gone  into  Grazebrook’s  warehouse 
within  the  past  few  days,  and  I  shall  continue  tbe  watch  there.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  week  2  cases  of  arms  have  been  cleared  for  Cienfuegos,  151 
quarter  barrels  and  49  quarter  boxes  gunpowder  for  Montreal,  50  kegs 
shot  for  Colon,  and  2  casks  shot  and  73  casks  shot  lead  for  St.  Thomas. 
The  bark  Cockatoo ,  of  Liverpool,  cleared  for  Bonny  and  sailed  about 
a  week  since,  having  on  board  a  large  quantity  of  arms,  etc.  She 
belongs  to  an  old,  respectable  firm,  F.  Huth  &  Co.,  who  have  a  consid¬ 
erable  business  connection  with  New  Orleans.  I  don’t  much  suspect 
any  wrong  of  her,  but  give  you  her  description: 

A  very  bluff  vessel,  of  about  300  tons,  with  painted  ports  and  bark- 
rigged;  lately  an  American  vessel. 

The  ship  R.  B.  Sumner ,  of  New  Orleans,  cleared  here  on  the  12th  of 
August,  in  ballast,  for  St.  Stephen,  New  Brunswick.  She  has  legal 
register.  The  Susan  G.  Owens ,  referred  to  in  my  No.  30,  cleared  for 
Callao  on  the  13th.  I  will  send  you  particulars  of  her  cargo  next 
steamer. 

I  enclose  an  article  from  last  week’s  Economist,  because  it  indicates 
what  the  real  object  of  anxiety  is  in  the  minds  of  commercial  men 
here,  and  the  opinions  current  regarding  the  blockade. 

The  Economist  is  a  London  paper,  but  largely  reflects  Manchester 
feelings.  It  enjoys  a  good  reputation  for  ability  and  correct  information. 

Very  respectfully,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hy.  Wilding. 

Hon.  F.  W.  Seward, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 


U.  S.  Consulate,  Liverpool ,  August  17,  1861. 
Sir:  In  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  legation  at  London  this  morn¬ 
ing  it  is  stated  that  the  name  of  the  captain  of  the  Bermuda  is  T.  C. 
Jessier.  Coupling  that  with  the  information  I  had  before  that  he  was 
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a  Frenchman,  I  conclude  that  his  name  is  Tessier,  who  lately  com¬ 
manded  the  Emily  St.  Pierre,  one  of  John  Fraser  &  Co.’s  vessels  in  the 
Charleston  trade. 

He  was  a  Frenchman  by  birth,  knows  the  Charleston  trade  well,  and 
is  a  most  desperate  fellow,  capable  of  any  venture.  His  being  in  com¬ 
mand  indicates  the  destination  of  the  vessel,  and  I  think  it  of  suffi¬ 
cient  importance  to  acquaint  you  with  it. 

With  high  respect,  I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Wilding, 

Vice-Consul. 

Hon.  F.  W.  Seward,  Etc. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flay- Officer  Stringham ,  77.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  transmitting  tele¬ 
graphic  information  of  the  sailing  of  steamer  Bermuda  from  Liverpool. 

Navy  Department,  September  4 ,  1861. 

Sir:  The  following  telegram  has  been  received  at  this  Department: 

London,  August  23,  via  Halifax  3d. 

(Received  September  3,  1861.) 

The  new  Confederate  screw  steamer  Bermuda  left  Hartlepool,  England,  on  the  18th 
instant,  under  English  colors,  for  Cuba  or  some  Southern  port.  She  is  brig-rigged 
and  over  1,000  tons  net  burden.  She  is  heavily  armed  with  rilled  cannon  and  has 
70  tons  of  powder  on  board,  with  other  munitions  of  war. 

F.  H.  Morse, 

Consul  for  London. 

J.  E.  Vinton, 

U.  S.  Consul  at  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Commander  Lockwood,  77.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  77.  S.  S.  Day¬ 
light,  transmitting  report  of  Commander  Gillis ,  77.  S.  Navy ,  command¬ 
ing  77.  S.  S.  Monticello,  regarding  the  condition  of  that  vessel  and  the 
U.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane. 

U.  S.  S.  Daylight, 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  September  5,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  this  morning  of  the 
Harriet  Lane  and  steam  gunboat  Monticello,  and  forward  herewith  the 
report  of  Commander  Gillis.  They  are  both  disabled  and  the  Harriet 
Lane  is  taking  on  board  coal  sufficient  to  reach  New  York  should  she 
be  sent  there.  I  shall  await  the  arrival  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham  and 
retain  the  vessels  here  for  his  disposal,  as  we  have  but  a  small  force  in 
the  roads,  and  report  says  that  a  large  steamer  is  up  the  river  awaiting 
an  opportunity  to  run  the  blockade.  I  this  morning  sent  the  steamer 
Flag  to  relieve  the  Quaker  City  to  coal,  and  she  will  resume  her  station 
im mediately  thereafter. 
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We  have  now  here  the  Daylight,  Iroquois ,  Moniicello ,  Supply,  and 
Harriet,  Lane ,  the  last  mentioned  having  one  gun  left;  and  at  Newport 
News  the  Savannah ,  Seminole,  Louisiana,  and  Corwin ,  revenue  cutter. 

During  my  recent  blockade  of  the  Rappahannock  River  I  ran  up 
about  35  miles,  and  I  understood  that  the  State  authorities  had  left  the 
militia  of  the  lower  counties  at  home,  with  instructions  to  defend  and 
protect  themselves.  They  signalized  from  point  to  point  our  every 
movement  and  are  very  watchful. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  Lockwood, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Monticello, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia ,  September  5,  1861. 

Sir:  The  Harriet  Lane  having  been  got  off  the  bar  at  Hatteras  Inlet, 
I  was  ordered  by  Captain  Chauncey,  the  senior  officer  there,  to 
accompany  her  to  this  anchorage,  and  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you 
our  arrival. 

Allow  me  to  renew  my  application  for  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Tuscarora,  now  being  got  ready  for  active  service  at  the  navy  yard, 
Philadelphia.  1  forward  with  this  my  report*  of  the  services  rendered 
by  the  Monticello  at  Hatteras  Inlet,  in  the  naval  action  of  the  28th  and 
29tli  ultimo. 

I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  P.  Gillis, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commander  Rowan ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
regarding  affairs  at  Hatteras  Inlet. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Hatteras  Inlet ,  September  5,  1861. 

Sir:  In  my  communication  by  the  Harriet  Lane  I  gave  you  all  the 
information  worthy  of  note.  Nothing  of  importance  has  transpired 
since  then. 

I  send  in  the  steamer  four  men  and  five  women  who  came  down  from 
the  Pungo  River  to  escape  the  violence  of  the  rebels.  They  say  they 
belong  to  Philadelphia,  and  are  in  a  destitute  condition.  I  furnished 
them  with  provisions  to  take  them  to  Hampton  Roads.  One  other  man 
came  in  the  party  who  claims  to  be  a  pilot  in  the  sound.  I  have  directed 
he  should  remain  in  case  we  should  want  his  services. 

I  am  informed  that  the  operations  of  your  fleet  have  spread  such 
consternation  throughout  the  State  that  ten  regiments  of  Noi’th  Caro¬ 
lina  troops  have  been  ordered  home  to  protect  their  homes  and  soil.  I 
look  upon  yonr  successful  attack  on  this  place  the  most  important 
event  of  the  war,  and  I  only  regret  that  you  were  not  able  to  follow 
it  up. 

What  we  want  now  is  six  more  well-armed  tugs  in  the  sound,  with  a 
regiment  or  two,  and  some  of  your  flue  ships,  to  march  down  the  coast 


*  See  p.  125. 
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and  threaten,  if  not  take,  Beaufort,  or  to  turn  the  other  way  and  take 
Roanoke  Island  and  shut  up  communication  with  Norfolk  and  deprive 
this  country  of  the  advantages  of  her  resources. 

Captain  Chauncey  went  to  Ocracoke  this  morning  and  returns  this 
evening.  I  hope  he  found  the  place  deserted.  I  am  quite  sure  the 
place  was  deserted,  but  they  may  have  recovered  from  their  panic  and 
returned. 

If  I  am  to  remain  here,  and  I  think  I  am  of  importance  to  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  this  place,  it  will  be  necessary  to  send  coal  and  provisions. 
This  can  best  be  done  in  some  of  the  small  vessels  at  Hampton  Roads' 
recently  purchased  to  sink  in  this  channel. 

I  am  in  a  fair  way  of  getting  the  mahogany  schooner  off  and  shall 
send  her  forward.  We  have  worked  at  her  daily.  I  have  assisted  the 
troops  on  shore  and  removed  the  spikes  from  the  guns  and  recovered 
your  howitzer.  So  I  would  like  to  have  the  rifled  howitzer  to  mount 
on  one  of  the  hulks  at  the  bulkhead  to  keep  the  enemy  at  a  respectful 
distance  until  vessels  arrive  that  can  enter  the  sound. 

I  consider  this  the  basis  of  your  future  operations  on  the  Southern 
coast,  and  the  Navy  caii  now  take  a  decided  part  under  your  able 
inauguration  and  direction.  I  have  put  down  buoys  in  the  channel ; 
the  pilot  thinks  only  one  more  is  necessary  on  the  point  soundward 
into  the  anchorage.  We  have  been  too  busy  unloading  the  Peabody  to 
do  anything  else  since  she  arrived,  the  launch  excepted,  which  is  work¬ 
ing  at  the  prize  schooner. 

A  large  number  of  the  loyal  people  returned  to  the  island  and  have 
taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  since  you  left.  Many  of  these  people  have 
been  ruined  by  our  troops  entering  their  houses  during  the  bombard¬ 
ment  and  taking  whatever  was  valuable  to  them. 

I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  giving  these  poor  people  a  little 
flour ;  with  this  and  the  fish  in  the  sound  they  can  manage  to  subsist. 
Two  of  the  leaders  of  these  people  are  going  to  the  main  [land]  to 
induce  the  people  of  the  county  to  secede  from  the  State.  I  told  one 
of  them,  their  parson,  that  would  not  do.  The  Government  of  the 
United  States  was  fighting  against  secession  and  could  not  sustain 
them  in  such  a  course;  that  their  best  course  was  to  cultivate  the 
Union  sentiment  and  bring  the  State  back  to  her  allegiance. 

Y ery  respectfully, 


Ulag-Ofticer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Hampton  Roads. 


S.  0.  Rowan, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Rowan ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
regarding  the  importance  of  Ratter  as  inlet  as  a  base  of  military  opera¬ 
tions. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Hatteras  Inlet ,  September  5,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  wrote  you  a  short  note  by  the  flagship  urging  you  to  hold  this 
place,  knowing  that  you  would  at  once  see  its  importance  as  the  basis 
of  military  operations. 

I  consider  the  capture  of  this  place  the  most  important  event  of  the 
war.  There  is  a  perfect  panic  throughout  all  parts  of  this  State  bor¬ 
dering  on  the  water.  The  inhabitants  are  abandoning  their  dwellings 
and  seeking  safety  in  the  interior. 
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I  learn  to-day  that  the  State  authorities  have  recalled  10,000  of  their 
troops  from  Virginia. 

A  little  active  demonstration  would  compel  the  State  to  withdraw 
most  of  their  forces  from  Virginia;  this  I  get  from  a  fugitive  from 
Pungo  River.  A  glance  at  the  map  will  show  you,  I  think,  that  a  dash 
through  the  sound  for  Beaufort  would  be  the  strategic  move  for  naval 
operations,  combined,  of  course,  with  a  military  force.  Beaufort  once 
in  our  possession  and  held,  the  forts  would  soon  fall,  and  we  should 
have  one  good  port  for  John  Bull.  Then  dash  at  New  Berne  and  get 
possession  of  the  railroad.  The  other  strategic  point  is  Roanoke  Island, 
which,  if  taken,  should  be  held  until  the  canal  is  destroyed,  when  the 
Navy  need  apprehend  no  further  annoyance  from  Norfolk. 

This  point  I  consider  tenable  with  the  present  force,  but  it  is  abso¬ 
lutely  necessary  that  this  ship  should  have  a  50-pounder  rifled  gun  to 
be  on  an  equality  with  such  craft  as  made  a  display  at  Fort  Monroe. 
A  craft  of  that  kind  coming  down  the  sound,  out  of  range  of  my  guns, 
would  annoy  me  very  much,  if  not  compel  me  to  go  to  sea.  To  guard 
against  this  I  am  now  mounting  the  10-inch  columbiad  found  here  on 
the  beach,  to  be  manned  and  worked  by  the  naval  brigade  under  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Crosby,  but  we  have  no  mechanics  and  labor  under  disadvan¬ 
tages  too  numerous  to  mention. 

As  soon  as  I  can  I  will  mount  a  32-pounder  on  one  of  the  hulks  and 
anchor  her  near  the  bulkhead.  If  I  can  succeed  in  this  the  enemy  will 
not  be  able  to  get  near  enough  to  harm  me. 

I  can  not  too  strongly  urge  the  necessity  of  sending  some  well-armed 
tugs;  the  largest  should  not  draw  over  7  feet,  deep-load  line,  and  the 
other  with  as  light  draft  as  possible,  say  4  or  5  feet  or  less,  provided 
each  of  them  can  mount  a  rifled  cannon  and  a  24-pounder  for  the  small¬ 
est,  and  heavier  rifled  cannon  for  the  largest. 

This  inlet  is  very  small  and  will  accommodate  few  vessels.  As  soon 
as  we  have  armed  vessels  in  the  sound  to  protect  our  schooners  and 
depot  vessels  they  can  be  passed  through  the  bulkhead  in  7  feet  water 
and  anchored  out  of  the  way. 

Not  more  than  two  or  three  steamers  can  be  here  at  a  time.  A  number 
of  small  vessels  (schooners)  were  purchased  to  sink  in  the  channels ;  one 
or  two  of  these  might  be  profitably  employed  in  bringing  coal,  and 
others  to  bring  provisions.  I  would  suggest  that  these  important  items 
be  forwarded  at  once. 

I  send  an  account  of  the  number  of  days’  provisions  on  hand,  which 
will  give  the  Bureau  of  Provisions  and  Clothing  time  to  make  its 
engagements. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


G. 


V.  Fox,  Esq., 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 


S.  C.  Rowan, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Rowan ,  U.  S.  Navy:  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Pawnee •> 
regarding  affairs  at  Hatter  as  Inlet. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Hatteras  Inlet ,  September  5,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  avail  myself  of  the  return  of  the  steamer  Peabody ,  which  arrived 
here  with  provisions  for  the  troops  from  Hampton  Roads,  to  inform  the 
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Department  that  nothing  of  importance  has  occurred  at  this  place  since 
the  date  of  my  communication  by  the  Harriet  Lane. 

In  a  communication  addressed  to  the  commander  in  chief  at  Hampton 
Roads  I  informed  him  that  I  forwarded  seven  of  the  fugitives  in  the 
Peabody  to  be  landed  at  Hampton  Roads,  supplying  them  with  pro¬ 
visions  to  last  them  there.  Another  of  the  fugitives  of  this  party  I 
have  retained  to  act  as  pilot  in  these  waters  should  his  services  be 
required. 

From  the  best  information  I  can  obtain,  ten  regiments  have  been 
recalled  from  Virginia  to  defend  the  State.  The  secessionists  residing 
near  the  water  are  deserting  their  residences  and  seeking  shelter  in  the 
interior.  The  poorer  classes  remain  waiting  for  protection  to  avow 
their  Union  sentiments.  A  town  meeting  was  called  in  Washington, 
on  the  night  of  the  1st  instant,  when  it  was  decided  to  fortify  a  point 
on  the  river  10  miles  below  the  town. 

The  tug  Tempest ,  of  Washington,  chartered  for  the  expedition  at  $100 
per  day,  is  useless  to  me,  in  consequence  of  her  draft  of  water,  9  feet. 
I  used  her  in  putting  down  buoys  on  the  bar,  which  is  the  principal 
service  that  she  has  rendered.  Two  tugs  of  4  to  5  feet  draft  can  be 
obtained  for  this  price  and  would  render  valuable  service  in  this  strong 
tideway;  and  if  armed  with  a  howitzer  would  be  valuable  in  the  sound. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  0.  Rowan, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy ,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commander  Stellwagen ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  advising  the  purchase  of 
two  river  boats  for  use  in  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Confidential.]  Philadelphia  Navy  Yard,  September  5, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  am  very  anxious  to  forward  the  preparations  for  the  business 
in  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina.  I  am  very  fearful  we  may  be  troubled 
with  the  draft  of  water  of  most  vessels,  and  would  recommend  the 
securing  one  or  two  fast  side-wheel  river  boats,  mount  them  with  rifle 
cannon,  and  use  them  for  fighting,  carrying  troops,  etc.,  as  occasion 
may  require. 

I  am  struck  with  the  description  of  a  new  steamboat  built  to  run 
from  Florida  to  Key  West  or  Havana.  She  will  only  draw  4  to  5  feet 
water,  will  be  an  excellent  seaboat,  can  mount  two  or  more  rifle  guns, 
and  can  be  had  for  the  sum  for  which  she  was  contracted  to  be  built, 
viz,  $45,000 — very  cheap.  She  is  all  finished,  but  had  not  made  a  trial 
trip. 

I  would  like  to  see  the  several  vessels  proposed  for  our  expedition ; 
light  draft  is  very  necessary.  I  believe  it  would  facilitate  matters  for 
me  to  examine  them  and  the  armament.  I  think  they  will  strengthen 
their  force  on  the  sound  from  Norfolk,  etc.,  as  much  as  they  can.  We 
must  have  vessels  enough  to  finish  things  at  a  dash,  close  the  canal  and 
reduce  the  towns  of  New  Berne,  Washington,  etc.,  and  retake  or  burn 
their  prizes.  I  think  economy  will  be  best  consulted  by  getting  ves¬ 
sels  fast  and  good,  guns  heavy  and  long  range,  or  the  latest  improved 
rifled  kind,  particularly  for  Sawyer’s  projectiles. 

I  should  like  Lowry  to  accompany  me,  if  he  is  well  enough. 
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I  believe,  if  the  purchases  are  made  without  much  negotiation,  the 
vessels,  etc.,  can  be  had  cheaper. 

Their  frames  must  be  heavy  enough,  surely,  for  Sawyer’s  guns. 
Please  let  me  know  if  you  wish  me  to  examine  and  select  a  vessel  or 
two.  I  send  you  descriptions  of  other  steamers  left  with  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  Stellwagen, 

Commander. 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy ,  Washington. 


Letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  transmitting 
information  regarding  the  movements  of  blockade  runners  from  Halifax , 
Nova  Scotia ,  and  the  steamer  Bermuda  from  Liverpool 

Navy  Department,  September  5,  1861. 
Sir  :  For  your  information  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter 
addressed  to  the  Department,  on  the  30th  ultimo,  by  Mr.  E.  M.  Mc¬ 
Pherson,  of  Boston,  giving  the  names  of  certain  vessels  that  have 
recently  run  the  blockade  of  the  North  Carolina  coast. 

I  also  enclose  an  extract  of  a  dispatch  addressed  by  the  U.  S.  minister 
at  London  to  the  Bight  Honorable  Earl  Bussell  in  relation  to  the  armed 
steamer  Bermuda ,  about  which  you  were  written  to  yesterday. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


[Enclosures.] 


Boston,  August  30,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  authentic  information  from  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  that 
about  two  weeks  ago  the  Argyle ,  of  that  place,  the  Susan  Jane ,  of  Nevis, 
and  the  Revere,  of  Yarmouth,  Nova  Scotia,  arrived  there  from  Beaufort, 
N.  C.,  having  run  the  blockade.  The  Revere  has  sailed  again  for  the 
same  place,  and  the  other  two  will  leave  this  week  some  time. 

Such  is  the  information  as  I  have  received  it  to-day ;  and  I  have  taken 
the  liberty  of  writing  to  you  in  the  hope  that  this  knowledge  may  be  of 
some  use  to  your  officers  of  the  blockading  fleet. 

Your  obedient  servant, 


E.  M.  McPherson. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Jjondon,  August  15,  1861. 

My  Lord  :  *  *  *  It  is  stated  to  me  that  a  new  screw  steamer 
called  the  Bermuda ,  ostensibly  owned  by  the  commercial  house  of 
Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  well  known  to  consist  in  part  of 
Americans  in  sympathy  with  the  insurgents  in  the  United  States,  is 
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now  lying  at  West  Hartlepool,  ready  for  sea.  She  is  stated  to  carry 
English  colors,  but  to  be  commanded  by  a  Frenchman. 

She  is  two-masted,  brig-rigged,  lower  part  of  funnel  black,  and  upper 
part  red;  black  hull,  with  a  narrow  red  stripe  round  the  molding  level 
with  the  deck;  no  poop;  wheelliouse  painted  white;  six  white  boats 
slung  iu  iron  davits. 

She  lias  neither  figurehead  nor  bowsprit.  Her  bottom  is  painted  pink 
up  to  the  water  line. 

This  steamer  is  armed  with  four  guns,  and  she  has  been  for  some 
time  taking  in  crates,  cases,  and  barrels,  believed  to  contain  arms  and 
munitions  ol  all  kinds  ordinarily  used  in  carrying  on  war. 

The  cargo  is  nominally  entered  as  destined  to  Havana,  in  the  island 
of  Cuba,  but  her  armament  and  cargo  are  of  such  a  nature  as  to 
render  it  morally  certain  that  the  merchants  who  claim  to  be  the  owners 
can  have  no  intention  of  dispatching  her  on  any  errand  of  mercy  or 
peace.  *  *  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  lordship’s  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Francis  Adams. 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell. 


Letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  transmitting 
information  of  the  detention  at  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  of  the  steamer  North 
Carolina. 

Navy  Department,  September  5, 1861. 
Sir:  I  herewith  transmit  a  copy  of  a  communication  addressed  to  the 
Department  on  the  27th  ultimo  by  H.  B.  Cromwell,  esq.,  of  New  York, 
in  relation  to  the  steamer  in  which  he  has  an  interest,  the  North  Carolina, 
which  has  been  detained  in  Wilmington  since  April  last. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


[Enclosure.] 

Office  of  Cromwell’s  Steamships, 

Corner  West  and  Albany  Streets, 

New  York,  August  27,  1861. 

Sir:  Referring  to  your  telegram  of  this  morning,  we  now  beg  to 
inform  you  that  the  new  iron  steamship  North  Carolina,  screw,  left 
here  on  the  13th  of  April  last  for  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  where  she  was 
detained  by  her  owner  there  in  consequence  of  our  national  difficulties. 
We  have  ever  since  received  assurances  that  the  motive  of  her  deten¬ 
tion  was  to  save  the  property  of  her  Southern  shareholders  and  for  no 
warlike  purpose.  We  have  had  positive  knowledge  of  this,  and  have 
in  the  meantime  been  endeavoring  to  purchase  the  interest  of  the 
Southern  shareholders,  and  so  induce  them  to  send  the  vessel  to  this 
port,  but  have  been  unsuccessful.  We  this  morning  received  a  letter 
from  the  agent  in  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  under  date  of  the  10th  instant, 
informing  us  that  our  last  otter  had  been  refused,  and  that  an  offer  had 
been  made  by  a  party  from  Richmond,  and  while  he  does  not  say 
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whether  this  offer  was  accepted  or  not,  we  are  left  with  the  strongest 
suspicions  that  she  is  now  being  fitted  out  and  has  left  as  a  privateer. 
We  have  an  interest  in  this  steamer,  costing  us  $43,000,  and  we  have 
to  appeal  to  our  Government  for  protection.  If  she  succeeds  in  getting 
away  from  Wilmington,  armed  as  she  of  course  would  be,  she  would 
prove  a  dreadful  scourge  to  commerce.  She  is  a  single-deck  ship,  meas¬ 
uring  170  by  29  by  13,  with  a  powerful  engine  42  by  42,  giving  her  a 
speed  of  from  11  to  12  knots.  We  have  always  been  solicited  to  put 
our  large  interest  in  this  steamer  under  a  Southern  name,  which  we 
have  ever  refused,  preferring  the  protection  of  our  own  Government, 
which  we  are  sure  we  shall  not  ask  for  in  vain. 

We  would  have  informed  you  sooner  of  the  fact  of  this  steamer  being 
there  but  that  we  were  confident  that  we  should  be  made  aware  of 
everything  that  took  place  with  regard  to  her.  We  have  only  to  regret 
that  this  letter  of  the  10th  did  not  reach  us  sooner. 

The  North  Carolina  is  very  fast,  and  can  carry  a  heavy  armament, 
not  drawing  more  than  10  feet. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

H.  B.  Cromwell. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  transmitting 
suggestions  from  the  Department  of  State  regarding  foreign  consuls  in 
the  Southern  States. 


Navy  Department,  September  5,  1861. 

Sir  :  Herewith  enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  this  Depart¬ 
ment  on  the  29th  ultimo  by  the  Acting  Secretary  of  State  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  foreign  consuls  in  the  insurrectionary  States. 

You  will  be  particular  to  give  instructions  to  the  commanding  officers 
of  your  squadron  respecting  intercourse  with  these  functionaries,  as 
suggested  by  the  Acting  Secretary  of  State. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc.,  G.  Y.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


[Enclosure.] 

Department  of  State, 

Washington ,  August  29,  1861. 

Sir:  As  there  is  grave  reason  to  question  the  neutrality  of  foreign 
consuls  in  insurrectionary  States,  and  particularly  that  of  Mr.  Bunch, 
the  British  consul  at  Charleston,  I  would  suggest  that  the  commanders 
of  the  blockading  forces  be  directed  to  be  particularly  cautious  respect¬ 
ing  intercourse  with  such  functionaries. 

It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  the  efficiency  of  the  blockade  would  also 
be  promoted  if  those  commanders  would  decline  to  receive  communica¬ 
tions  from  foreign  consuls  to  be  forwarded  to  ports  in  the  loyal  States 
or  to  foreign  countries.  Those  communications  are  made  the  vehicles 
of  the  correspondence  of  traders  in  the  disloyal  States  in  many  instances, 
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giving  advice  as  to  the  evading  of  the  blockade,  and  even  the  importa¬ 
tion  of  goods  contraband  of  war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


F.  W.  Seward, 
Acting  Secretary. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Pender grast,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  West  India 
Squadron,  of  arrival  a  t  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Roanoke, 

Off  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  September  6,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  arrived  here 
to-day.  I  left  Charleston,  S.  C.,  on  the  1st  instant  and  left  the  Wabash 
and  Vandalia  there. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  Pendergrast, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  West  India 
Squadron ,  of  the  cruise  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Roanoke  from  Charleston,  S.  C ., 
to  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Roanoke, 

Off  Fortress  Monroe,  September  6,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  passage  of 
this  ship  from  Charleston,  S.  C.,  to  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia.  Events 
occurring  while  off  Charleston  I  have  already  reported  to  you. 

Sunday,  September  1, 1861. — At  daylight  made  a  small  sail  inshore  of 
us  (a  hermaphrodite  brig)  bearing  N.  N.  E. ;  made  signal  290  to  Van- 
dulia.  Roanoke  up  anchor  at  5 : 42  a.  m.,  underway  6 : 00,  and  gave  chase 
until  within  4f  fathoms  (nearly  within  gunshot),  when  the  brig  entered 
Charleston  through  the  Swash  Channel,  with  a  secession  flag  at  the  fore, 
and  we  were  compelled  to  turn  back,  as  we  were  shoaling  rapidly;  came 
to  anchor  off  Charleston  at  7:40.  At  9 : 30  a.  m.  Roanoke  up  anchor,  ship 
insight.  Ran  down  for  her;  proved  to  be  the  Wabash ;  turned  back 
and  came  to  anchor.  At  4  p.  m.  Roanoke  up  anchor,  got  underway  from 
off  Charleston  Bar  for  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  with  149  tons  of  coal 
onboard;  left  the  Wabash  and  Vandalia  there. 

Monday,  2d. — Triced  up  the  propeller  and  made  sail. 

Wednesday,  4tli. — At  5  a.m.  made  a  sail  on  port  bow ;  at  7 : 30,  the  wind 
being  ahead,  lowered  the  propeller;  at  8  a.  m.  got  up  steam  and  ran 
down  for  the  sail;  proved  to  be  the  British  schooner  Chas.  D.  Horton , 
of  Nova  Scotia,  from  Jamaica,  bound  to  New  York;  cargo  logwood  and 
sundries. 

Thursday,  5th. — At  6:30  a.  m.  sail  reported  on  weather  bow;  at  7:30 
made  Hatteras  light  house,  bearing  N.  W.  £  W.;  ran  down  for  the  sail; 
proved  to  be  the  U.  S.  ship  Cumberland.  She  sent  a  boat  alongside  with 
a  mail.  At  2 : 30  triced  up  the  propeller  and  made  sail. 
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Friday ,  6th. — At  4  a.  m.  got  up  steam  and  lowered  the  propeller;  land 
reported  two  points  off  port  bow;  came  to  anchor  off  Fortress  Monroe 
at  3  p.  m. 

The  officers  and  crew  of  the  prize  schooner  Henry  Middleton  (sent  to 
New  York  on  the  28th  of  August  in  charge  of  a  prize  crew)  are  on  board 
of  this  ship.  I  await  your  orders  as  regards  the  disposition  to  be  made 
of  them.  Their  names  are  as  follows:  C.  Barclay,  captain;  William 
Simmons,  mate;  Stephen Bennet,  seaman;  A.  Strombo,  seaman ;  Joseph 
Clifton,  seaman;  Richard  Ravel,  seaman;  William  Williams,  cook; 
Beman  Coogan,  passenger;  Frederick  Donestick  on  the  shipping  arti¬ 
cles  but  not  on  board. 

I  desire  also  to  state  that  the  engines  of  this  ship  work  very  badly, 
and  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  a  survey  be  held  on  them. 

I  have  the  honor  [to  be,]  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  Pendergrast, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  West  India  Blockading  Squadron. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Chandler ,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Dawn, 
of  the  chase  by  that  vessel,  in  Mobjack  Bay,  of  a  small  boat. 

U.  S.  S.  Dawn, 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  September  6,  1861 — 10  p.  m. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  gave  chase  this  evening 
from  Mobjack  Bay  to  a  small  sailboat  that  we  discovered  about  6  miles 
to  the  northward  and  eastward  of  New  Point  light-house,  stretching 
over  from  the  western  to  the  eastern  shore  of  Virginia,  but  the  steamer 
having  to  run  considerably  to  the  southward  and  eastward  to  clear  the 
shoal  off  the  light-house,  by  the  time  we  could  steer  to  the  northward 
night  and  bad  weather  coming  on,  we  lost  sight  of  her,  and,  as  in  our 
attempt  to  get  back  to  Mobjack  Bay  we  ran  past  it  and  made  tlie  lights 
here,  about  18  miles  off,  I  concluded  I  should  not  lose  much  time  from 
my  station  by  running  in  hero  and  reporting  what  I  had  omitted  to 
mention  in  my  report  of  the  3d  instant,  viz,  that  this  steamer  leaks  from 
some  cause  which  we  are  unable  discover,  about  5  feet  in  twenty-four 
hours,  and  the  leak  is  increasing.  J 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  Chandler,  ’ 
Commander,  if.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  S.  ET.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Order  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham 
i .  8.  J\avy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  the 
U.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane.  J 

Navy  Department,  September  6, 1861. 
Sir:  You  will  please  send  the  Harriet  Lane  to  Philadelphia  for 
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The  Department  desires  you  to  enquire  of  Commander  Palmer  why 
when  he  heard  heavy  firing  at  Hatteras  Inlet,  he  proceeded  on  to  Hamp¬ 
ton  Roads  with  the  Iroquois,  and  took  no  steps  to  ascertain  the  cause 
of  the  firing1? 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham, 
I  ■  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  regarding 
the  U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City. 

Navy  Department,  September  6,  1861. 
Sir:  So  soon  as  the  Quaker  City  can  be  spared  send  her  to  New 
York  to  receive  a  naval  organization. 

Inform  the  Department  what  persons  on  board  would  like  to  retain 
their  positions. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G-.  Y.  Fox, 
Acting  Secretary. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Order  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  the 
addition  to  his  command  of  the  purchased  vessels  Kingfisher,  Oemsbok, 
and  Young  Rover. 

Navy  Department,  September  6, 1861. 
Sir  :  The  purchased  sailing  vessels  Kingfisher ,  Oemsbok,  and  Young 
Rover,  the  latter  having  an  auxiliary  screw,  are  ordered  to  report  to 
you  at  Hampton  Roads,  and  for  the  present  will  be  attached  to  your 
squadron  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  efficiency  of  the  blockade. 
The  Gemsbolc  sailed  from  Boston  to-day. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  transmitting 
information  regarding  Beaufort,  S.  C.,  and  defenses. 


Navy  Department,  September  6,  1861. 
Sir:  The  accompanying  letter  from  G.  0.  Williams  gives  some  infor¬ 
mation  concerning  Beaufort  and  its  defenses,  derived  from  Captain 
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Hussey,  of  tlie  ship  A.  B.  Thompson,  taken  into  that  port  by  the  Jeff. 
Davis  [Lady  Davis]. 

V ery  respectfully,  G.  V.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

West  Woodstock,  Conn.,  September  3, 1861. 

Dear  Sir:  Captain  Hussey,  of  ship  A.  B.  Thompson ,  taken  prize  by 
the  Confederate  privateer  Lady  Davis,  Ex-Lieutenant  Pelot  command¬ 
ing,  and  towed  by  him  into  Beaufort,  S.  C.,  last  spring,  has  been  stop¬ 
ping  here  since  he  came  from  Beaufort  via  Norfolk  and  Fort  Monroe 
under  a  flag  of  truce. 

The  constraint  under  which  he  was  kept  at  Beaufort,  although  he 
had  the  freedom  of  the  town  much  of  the  time  on  his  parole,  jirevented 
his  obtaining  the  most  reliable  information,  but  such  as  it  is  I  feel 
induced  to  communicate  it  to  you,  so  that  if  it  shall  appear  of  any  value 
in  default  of  better  knowledge  you  can  use  it. 

The  importance  of  Port  Royal  Sound  and  Beaufort  Harbor  as  a  place 
of  refuge  for  ships  of  all  sizes  as  a  base  of  operations  for  movements 
in  South  Carolina,  it  being  within  18  miles  of  the  railroad  between 
Savannah  and  Charleston,  is  well  understood,  and  the  wonder  is  that 
the  rebels  have  not  made  the  place  more  secure.  Its  salubrity  and 
defensibility  should  attract  attention  to  it  at  once.  Fears  are  to  be 
entertained  that  they  may  sink  the  A.  B.  Thompson  in  the  channel,  as 
she  is  too  large  for  them  to  use  for  any  other  purpose. 

They  have  made  some  repairs,  not  much,  on  the  old  fort  near  Beau¬ 
fort,  and  have  thrown  up  some  earthworks  at  the  entrance  to  Broad 
River  or  Port  Royal  Sound,  on  Hilton  Head,  on  the  southwest  side  and 
at  Bay  Point  on  the  northeast  side,  a  little  over  2  miles  apart,  as  you 
will  see  by  the  Coast  Survey  charts.  Captain  Hussey  got  the  impres¬ 
sion,  not  a  definite  one,  that  they  mounted  about  20  guns,  and  that 
there  were  no  flank  defenses,  and  that  in  neither  instance  was  the  gorge 
of  these  redoubts  closed  up  so  as  to  resist  escalade.  He  estimates  the 
number  of  troops  about  Beaufort  at  1,000,  and  very  raw — mostly  boys. 
The  officers  are  a  drunken  set. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  C.  Williams. 

Mr.  Faxon. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron ,  acknowledging  the  Department's  instructions 
regarding  the  inlets  of  North  Carolina. 

Fortress  Monroe,  September  7 ,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  confiden¬ 
tial  communication  of  the  3d  instant,  and,  in  reply,  have  to  inform  you 
that  your  directions  shall  be  executed  as  soon  as  I  am  supplied  with 
six  steamers  drawing  not  more  than  6  feet  water  and  armed  with  IX 
and  X  inch  guns. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  G 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  JJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  II.  S.  steamers  Quaker  City  and  Har¬ 
riet  Lane. 

Fortress  Monroe,  September  7,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  having  ordered  the  Quaker  City 
and  Harriet  Lane  to  proceed  to  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  as  directed 
by  you. 

They  will  leave  in  a  few  hours. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Pender grast,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  West  India 
Squadron,  ackowledging  the  Department's  order  of  detachment  from 
that  command. 

II.  S.  Flagship  Roanoke, 

Off  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  September  7,  1861. 
Sir:  T  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment’s  letter  under  date  of  the  29th  of  August,  detaching  me  from  the 
command  of  the  West  India  Squadron. 

As  soon  as  I  can  communicate  with  Flag-Officer  Stringham  (who 
arrived  here  this  morning),  I  shall  relinquish  the  command  and  proceed 
to  Philadelphia,  where  any  communication  from  the  Department  will 
reach  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  Pendergrast, 

Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Captain  Hull,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  ship  Savannah, 
regarding  movements  of  Confederates  on  and  about  Graney  Island, 
Virginia. 

U.  S.  S[hip]  Savannah, 

Off  Newport  News,  September  7,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  all  is  quiet  in  the  vicinity  of  this  anchor¬ 
age  at  present,  but  for  several  days  past  there  appears  to  have  been 
unusual  movements  along  the  shore,  from  Graney  Island  to  the  mouth 
of  Nansemond  River,  apparently  the  strengthening  of  their  batteries 
and  the  erection  of  new  ones. 

On  the  30th  ultimo  a  small  tug  with  one  rifle  gun  in  the  bow  came  from 
about  Craney  Island  to  the  battery  on  Pig  Point  and  then  stood 
directly  for  this  ship  and  made  an  attack  on  her,  of  .which  I  made  a 
report*  to  the  Department,  and  I  enclose  a  copy,  together  with  a  copy 
of  another  letter  to  the  Department. 

A  few  days  ago  a  large,  white  steamboat  was  seen  in  the  channel 
above  Craney  Island,  and  has  been  there  several  times  since;  she 
appears  to  be  a  very  large  passenger  boat. 


See  p.  148. 
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There  is  also  at  anchor,  about  12  or  15  miles  up  the  James  River, 
a  steamer  having  the  appearance,  as  well  as  we  can  see  her  under 
the  land,  of  a  large  sea  vessel.  Another  steamboat  has  come 
within  sight  two  or  three  times,  but  returned  up  the  river  again. 
Thinking  from  these  movements  an  attack  might  be  contemplated,  I 
thought  it  necessary  to  order  the  Seminole  and  Corwin  temporarily  to 
this  anchorage.  The  commander  of  the  Corwin  represents  the  boilers 
as  leaking  badly  and  needing  considerable  repairs. 

I  have  received  on  board,  from  Washington,  a  6-inch  rifle  gun,  and 
have  placed  it  on  the  pivot  carriage  on  the  quarter-deck,  but  it  does 
not  fit  well,  and  there  is  no  good  place  to  secure  it  on  any  part  of  the 
spar  deck.  The  vent  was  found  to  be  obstructed  with  some  very  hard 
substance,  which  required  several  hours  to  clear ;  and  among  the  ammu¬ 
nition  sent  with  the  gun  were  33  Hotchkiss  shells,  said  to  be  filled,  but 
on  examination  all  were  found  empty,  except  two. 

The  fishing  of  the  mainmast  has  been  completed,  but  the  repairs  of 
the  second  launch  are  not  yet  finished. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Hull, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  to  furnish 
weekly  statement  of  vessels  boarded. 

Naty  Department,  September  7 , 1861. 
Sir:  Direct  the  commander  of  each  vessel  under  your  command  to 
furnish  you  with  a  tabular  statement  weekly  of  each  and  every  [vessel] 
seen  and  boarded,  with  date,  name  of  captain,  nationality,  position, 
cargo,  where  from,  where  bound,  and  such  other  remarks  as  may  be 
deemed  necessary.  All  commanders  will  take  care  to  examine  the 
character  of  every  vessel  within  their  reach. 

You  will  send  a  copy  of  these  reports  to  the  Department  as  oppor 
tunity  occurs,  with  explanations  if  any  vessel  shall  be  seen  and  not 
thoroughly  examined. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gf.  V.  Fox, 

Actinq  Secretary . 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


Letter  from  Commander  Heicett,  R.  N,  commanding  H.  B.  M.  8.  Rinaldo , 
to  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockad¬ 
ing  Squadron ,  regarding  the  open  state  of  the  blockade  of  Wilmington 
and  Beauforty  N.  C. 

H.  B.  M.  Steam  Sloop  Rinaldo, 

Lat.  340  22'  N.,  Long.  760  27'  30"  W.,  September  7,  1861. 
Sir:  I  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  represent  to  you  the  open  state 
of  the  blockade  of  the  ports,  etc.,  undermentioned,  off  the  coast  of 
Forth  Carolina,  viz: 

Entrance  to  the  Cape  Fear  River  and  port  of  Wilmington. 
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Port  of  Beaufort,  off  which  place  I  was  at  anchor  forty  hours  with¬ 
out  sighting  any  United  States  cruisers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  1ST.  W.  Hewett, 

^  Commander. 

Flag-Officer  Silas  H.  Stringham, 

TJ.  S.  Frigate  Minnesota. 


Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag -  Officer  String- 
ham,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  trans¬ 
mitting  information  of  the  proposed  shipment  of  arms  from  England 
to  the  Southern  States  via  Nassau,  New  Providence. 

Navy  Department,  September  7, 1861. 
Sir:  The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  in  the  possession  of  this 
Department,  addressed  to  u  Hon.  Henry  Adderly,  Nassau,  New  Provi¬ 
dence,  Bahamas.” 

Yery  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  N.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham,  Etc. 

[Enclosure.] 

Richmond,  Va.,  July  30, 1861. 

^  My  Dear  Adderly  :  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America  has  ordered  from  England,  to  be  shipped  to  Nassau, 
a  quantity  of  arms  and  powder.  I  have  recommended  them  to  be  con¬ 
signed  to  you,  and  I  have  to  ask  of  you  as  a  favor  to  me  to  take  good 
care  of  them.  I  will  be  with  you  soon,  and  will  expect  your  aid  in 
transshipping  the  same.  I  must  request  you  to  regard  this  as  a  con¬ 
fidential  communication,  and  will  explain  the  reasons  when  we  meet. 
You  need  not  write  me  at  all  on  the  subject.  Hoping  soon  to  see  you, 
I  remain,  your  friend, 

Jno.  P.  Baldwin. 

Henry  Adderly,  Esq., 

Nassau,  New  Providence ,  Bahamas. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Quaker  City. 

Fortress  Monroe,  September  8,  1861. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant  relative  to  the  Quaker 
City,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  she  left  here  for  New  York  yesterday 
afternoon. 

The  information  about  the  number  of  persons  on  board,  etc.,  will  have 
to  [be]  obtained  from  New  York. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secre  tary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  1).  C. 


186  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

* 

Report  of  Flap- Officer  Stringham,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  the  obstruction  of  Oregon  Inlet ,  Forth 
Carolina ,  by  sinking  vessels  loaded  with  stone. 

Fortress  Monroe,  September  8 , 1861. 
Sir:  When  Commander  Stellwagen  is  ready  to  fill  up  the  channel  at 
Oregon  Inlet,  I  will  send  a  force  to  assist  and  protect  him  in  so  doing. 
Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringiiam, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Order  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  TJ.  S. 

Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  the  TJ.  S. 

steamers  Seminole  and  Rescue. 

Navy  Department,  September  S,  1861. 

Sir  :  The  concentration  of  the  enemy  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Poto¬ 
mac  below  Alexandria  in  large  force,  within  the  last  twenty-four  hours, 
makes  it  imperative  that  the  Seminole  should  be  immediately  dispatched 
to  report  to  Captain  Craven. 

You  will  also  send  the  tug  Rescue ,  if  she  has  arrived  from  Philadelphia. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  Y.  Fox, 
Acting  Secretary. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Captain  Faunce,  TJ.  S.  Revenue  Marine ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 

Harriet  Lane ,  of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  for  repairs  at  Philadelphia 

navy  yard. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane, 

Navy  Yard ,  Philadelphia ,  September  8 ,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  orders  from  Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham,  com¬ 
manding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my 
arrival  at  this  place  for  repairs  on  ship  and  engines;  also  to  replace 
such  articles  as  have  been  expended  in  rescuing  this  ship  from  her 
perilous  position  at  the  entrance  of  Hatteras  Inlet  on  the  29th  and  30t,h 
of  August. 

Enclosed  please  find  a  copy  of  my  report,*  made  to  the  above-named 
flag-officer  on  my  arrival  at  Hampton  Roads. 

I  would  also  respectfully  request  a  survey  on  the  ship  and  engines, 
in  order  to  estimate  the  extent  of  damage  sustained  by  the  late  acci¬ 
dent  above  mentioned. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Faunce, 

Captain  [  TJ.  S.  Revenue  Marine ]. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


See  p.  129. 
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Older  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Block¬ 
ading  Squadron,  to  Captain  Chauncey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 
Susquehanna ,  regarding  the  cruising  ground  of  that  vessel. 

Fortress  Monroe,  September  8, 1861. 
Sra:  Your  cruising  ground,  until  further  orders,  will  be  in  tlie 
vicinity  of  Gape  llatteras,  with  a  view  to  afford  any  assistance  and 
protection  which  may  be  required  by  our  forces  at  Hatteras  Inlet. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captain  John  S.  Ohauncey,  U.  S.  JSTavy, 

U .  S.  Steam  Frigate  Susquehanna ,  off  Beaufort ,  N.  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic  Block¬ 
ading  Squadron ,  regarding  allowance  of  officers  for  his  command. 

Fortress  Monroe,  September  9, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant  in  relation  to 
reducing  the  allowance  of  officers  for  the  ships  under  my  command. 

While  concurring  with  you  fully  in  the  necessity  for  the  reduction, 
I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  some  discrimination  should  be  used 
in  the  case  of  flagships,  where  a  much  greater  demand  is  made  for  the 
services  of  officers  than  there  is  on  board  of  vessels  of  a  similar  rate 
bearing  pennants  only. 

The  extra  calls  for  boarding,  signals,  etc.,  make  it  necessary,  in  my 
opinion,  for  a  flag  officer  with  a  large  command  to  have  at  least  one 
lieutenant  who  must  always  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  perform  such 
duties  as  may  be  required  of  him  by  the  flag-officer  without  his  being 
encumbered  with  any  other. 

I  trust  that  the  courtesy  of  namiug  the  officers  I  wish  to  retain  on 
board  the  Minnesota  may  be  allowed  me.  I  would  request  also  that 
the  four  midshipmen  to  be  detailed  from  the  Roanoke  may  be  ordered 
to  the  Minnesota ,  there  being  none  of  that  grade  now  attached  to  her. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  f).  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Block¬ 
ading  Squadron ,  regarding  TJ.  S.  steamers  Seminole  and  Rescue. 

Fortress  Monroe,  September  9, 1861. 
Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  8th 
instant,  and  to  inform  you  I  have  ordered  the  Seminole  and  Rescue  to 
proceed  to  the  Potomac  River  immediately,  as  directed  therein. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer  Commanding  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Block¬ 
ading  Squadron ,  of  the  departure  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Monticello  to  Philadel¬ 
phia  for  repairs. 

Fortress  Monroe,  September  9,  1861 . 
Sir:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  in  consequence  of  the  injuries  to  the 
Monticello  being  greater  than  at  first  supposed  1  have  sent  her  to  Phil¬ 
adelphia  for  repairs.  It  is  thought  it  will  be  necessary  for  her  to  remain 
there  but  a  few  days. 

The  Flag  has  been  ordered  to  Charleston,  S.  C.,  and  the  Cambridge  to 
cruise  off  Beaufort,  1ST.  C. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  T).  C. 


Letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  referring  to 
Department’s  order  relative  to  holding  and  obstructing  the  inlets  of  North 
Carolina. 


Navy  Department,  September  9, 1861. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  7th  instant  received.  Please  notify  the 
Department  what  is  necessary  to  be  supplied  outside  of  the  limits  of 
your  command  to  carry  out  the  objects  numbered  1,  2,  and  3  in  the  con 
fidential  communciation*  dated  September  3.  It  is  desirable  that  the 
steamers  and  tugs  employed  in  the  late  expedition  should  be  returned 
to  their  owners  as  early  as  possible,  as  their  charter  is  very  large. 

Y ery  respectfully, 


Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham,  Etc. 


G.  Y.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary. 


Order  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Ringgold,  TJ.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  frigate  Sabine,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  September  9,  1861. 

Sir  :  When  the  TJ.  S.  frigate  Sabine  is  ready  for  sea,  you  will  proceed 
with  her  to  Hampton  Boads  without  delay  and  report  to  Flag-Officer 
Striugham  for  duty  in  the  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  his 
command. 

Transmit  to  the  Department  before  sailing  a  complete  muster  roll  of 
the  crew  and  a  separate  list  of  the  officers  of  the  Sabine. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary. 

Captain  Cadwalader  Ringgold, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Frigate  Sabine,  Portsmouth,  N.  E. 


See  p.  162 
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Order  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Goldsborouqh ,  U.  S. 
-Aavi/,  commanding  TJ.  S.  ship  Congress ,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Navy  Department,  September  9,  1861. 
Sir:  When  the  U.  S.  frigate  Congress  is  ready  for  sea,  you  will  pro- 
Wltl1  lier  Hampton  Roads  without  delay  and  report  to  Flau- 
Omcer  Strmgham  for  duty  in  the  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under 
his  command. 

Transmit  to  the  Department  before  sailing  a  complete  muster  roll  of 
the  Congress  and  a  separate  list  of  her  officers. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

.  Acting  Secretary  Navy. 

Captain  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  the  Frigate  Congress ,  Boston. 


Letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham, 
L.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  transmitting 
information  regarding  the  loading  of  blockade  runners  at  Halifax 
Nova  Scotia. 

Navy  Department,  September  9, 1861. 
Sir:  Herewith  enclosed  for  your  information  is  a  copy  of  a  letter, 
dated  the  3d  instant,  received  by  the  Department  from  John  S.  Keyes, 
esq.,  U.  S.  marshal,  Boston,  relative  to  several  vessels  said  to  be  loading 
at  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  with  the  intention  of  running  the  blockade. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 

[Enclosure.] 

TJ.  S.  Marshal’s  Office,  District  of  Massachusetts, 

Boston ,  September  3 ,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  this  day  received  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  a 
gentleman  iu  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  who  is  entirely  reliable,  by  which 
it  would  appear  that  several  vessels  are  now  loading  there  with  an 
intention  of  running  the  blockade. 

The  letter  is  as  follows: 

Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  August  28,  1861. 

Sir:  Four  vessels  have  recently  arrived  here  from  North  Carolina  with  naval 
stores,  having  run  the  blockade.  They  are  reported  British  vessels,  hut  are  in 
reality  North  Carolina  property  and  build.  They  are  fore-and-aft  schooners,  two  of 
which  are  100  tons,  the  others  about  65,  and  look  like  the  general  run  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina  coasters. 

Their  cargoes  have  been  mostly  reshipped. 

These  vessels  are  now  loading  with  very  valuable  cargoes  of  tea,  coffee,  dry  goods, 
etc.,  intending  to  run  the  blockade.  They  all  have  (mostly)  North  Carolina  crews, 
and  the  captains,  I  am  informed  quite  positively,  are  North  Carolina  men. 

The  owner  of  one  of  the  cargoes,  and  agent  for  the  others,  is  here  disposing  of 
cargoes  and  purchasing  new  ones.  Two  of  the  vessels  will  sail  in  all  this  week,  the 
others  to  follow  immediately. 

Yours,  truly, 


Elbridge  Seeller. 
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Thinking  that  the  information  might  be  of  service  to  the  Department, 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  same,  and  am, 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  S.  Keyes, 

77.  S.  Marshal. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 


Letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham, 
U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  transmitting 
information  regarding  the  steamer  Bermuda. 

Navy  Department,  September  9,  1861. 
Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  copy  of  a  dispatch  from  the  IJ.  S.  consul 
at  Leeds  [England],  forwarded  to  the  Department  by  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  State  on  the  3d  [5th]  instant,  giving  further  information 
in  regard  to  the  movements  of  the  steamer  Bermuda. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Gomdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Hoads ,  Virginia. 


[Enclosure.] 

Department  of  State, 

Washington ,  September  5,  1861. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  the  communication  addressed  to  you  on  the  31st 
ultimo  from  this  Department  in  regard  to  the  steamer  Bermuda ,  I  have 
now  the  honor  to  transmit  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  dispatch,  No. 
16,  received  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Leeds  [England],  respecting  her 
departure  from  England. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  H.  Seward. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Subenclosure.] 

Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Leeds,  August  20,  1861. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  on  the  17th  instant,  and  have 
now  to  advise  you  that  the  steamer  Bermuda  left  Hartlepool  on  Sun¬ 
day,  the  18tli  instant,  without  obtaining  the  required  certificate  from 
the  Spanish  consul  at  Newcastle. 

I  understand  the  captain  trusts  to  obtaining  these  at  Plymouth,  Fal¬ 
mouth,  or  some  other  southern  port. 

There  was  a  person  named  Ranks,  about  31  years  of  age,  from  South 
Carolina,  on  board  as  supercargo. 

She  is  an  iron  screw,  of  about  900  tons,  rigged  as  a  square-rigged 
brig,  flush  deck,  with  rope  nettings;  has  two  12-pounders  aft  and  two 
small  guns  forward. 

The  cargo  consists  of  a  large  quantity  of  arms,  ammunition  of  all 
kinds,  and  clothing. 


ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


191 


I5y  her  articles,  it  appears  the  crew  ship  for  Havana  or  any  other 
port  in  the  West  Indies  and  home  for  four  or  sis  months 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Albert  Davy, 

tt  txt  tt  o,  U.  8.  Consul,  Leeds. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commander  Rowan ,  U.  S.  Wavy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee , 
of  the  capture  by  that  vessel  of  three  prizes  in  Ha.tteras  Inlet. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Hatteras  Inlet,  September  9,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  a  moment  only  to  inform  you  by  the  Cumberland  in  pass¬ 
ing  that  we  have  been  very  busy  every  day  since  you  left.  We  work 
at  the  mahogany  schooner  daily  and  move  her  gradually. 

To-day  I  have  the  pleasure  of  informing  [you]  that  we  captured  three 
prizes,  laden  with  salt  and  molasses  and  some  minor  articles;  one  of 
them  has  a  number  of  pineapples,  which  I  directed  to  be  sold  to  the 
men  at  6  cents  each  for  the  benefit  of  the  captors.  I  also  took  a  small 
quantity  of  liquor  from  them  to  prevent  drunkenness  on  board.  I  shall 
send  them  forward  to  you  as  soon  as  I  can,  if  they  are  considered  sea¬ 
worthy.  One  struck  on  Diamond  Shoal  last  night;  the  other  leaks 
badly.  I  am  greatly  put  to  it  for  prize  crews,  but  hope  to  get  some  of 
Crosby?s  naval  brigade,  which  I  hope  you  will  direct  to  be  sent  back, 
together  with  my  people  from  the  roads.  I  hope  you  will  send  a  load 
of  coal  for  me,  and  also  a  load  of  provisions,  all  of  which  will  be  required. 
I  have  no  fancy  for  crossing  the  bar;  I  struck  three  times  coming  in. 

I  have  heard  of  nothing  new  since  my  last  respecting  the  movements 
of  the  enemy.  Captain  Cliauucey  visited  Ocracoke,  but  did  not  inform 
me  [of]  the  result. 

I  hopped  the  schooners  by  hauling  down  all  the  ensigns  ashore  and 
afloat.  I  was  taken  for  an  Englishman,  and  they  stood  in  till  I  got  the 
tugs  to  leeward  of  them.  I  hope  you  will  get  a  good  side-weel  tug  for 
this  business,  that  can  go  to  sea  in  any  weather.  The  Cumberland  is 
waiting  and  I  must  close. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  Bowan, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  of  arrival  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Minnesota  at  Hamp¬ 
ton  Roads,  Virginia. 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  September  10,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  vessel  here  last 
evening,  twenty-six  hours  from  New  York. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
[Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  the  vessels  of  his  command  and  enclos¬ 
ing  list  and  station  of  same. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  September  10,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  request  that  the  Seminole  and  Rescue  may  be  returned 
to  the  Atlantic  Squadron  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible,  as  I  am  very 
much  in  want  of  vessels.  The  Seminole  I  had  destined  for  the  blockade 
of  the  James  Eiver,  where  she  would  answer  an  excellent  purpose ; 
from  her  great  consumption  of  coal  and  low  rate  of  speed  she  does  not 
answer  well  for  outside  work.  The  Savannah  I  had  ordered  down,  and 
was  about  dispatching  her  to  cruise  off  Savannah,  which  station  is  left, 
by  the  sailing  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  without  a  cruiser.  The  Seminole 
going  to  the  Potomac  makes  it  necessary  for  the  Savannah  to  remain. 
The  Roanoke,  now  coaling  and  taking  in  stores,  will  be  sent  off  Savannah 
as  soon  as  she  can  be  got  ready.  The  arrival  of  the  Jamestown  last 
night  from  off  Fernandina,  for  provisions,  etc.,  leaves  that  station  also 
without  a  cruiser.  There  is  now  no  cruiser  south  of  Charleston,  S.  C., 
nor  have  I  any  to  send  there  until  those  gone  North  for  repairs  return 
or  others  are  ordered  to  the  squadron.  The  Jamestown  will  have  to 
wait  for  provisions,  which  I  this  day  request  the  Chief  of  Bureau  of 
Provisions,  etc.,  to  forward  at  the  earliest  moment  practicable. 

I  send  you  herewith  a  list  of  the  vessels  now  with  the  squadron,  where 
stationed,  etc. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham:, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[Enclosure.] 

List  of  vessels  with  the  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Minnesota,  Hampton  Roads. 

Roanoke,  Hampton  Roads,  coaling,  etc., 
to  go  to  Savannah. 

Wabash,  off  Charleston. 

Susquehanna,  vicinity  of  Cape  Hatteras. 
Pawnee,  Hatteras  Inlet. 

Flag,  off  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Cambridge,  off  Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Daylight,  off  Cape  Henry. 

Mount  Vernon,  off  Rappahannock  River. 
Dawn,  off  York  River. 

Louisiana,  off  James  River. 


Savannah,  off  James  River. 

Cumberland,  off  Beaufort  and  Wilming¬ 
ton,  N.  C. 

Vandalia,  off  Georgetown  and  Bulls  Bay, 
S.  C. 

Jamestown,  Hampton  Roads,  for  stores 
and  provisions. 

St.  Lawrence,  returning  from  off  Savan¬ 
nah. 

Dale,  between  Hatteras  and  Cape  Henry. 

Young  America  (tug),  Hampton  Roads. 


Vessels  repairing,  etc. 


Albatross,  Philadelphia. 
Quaker  City,  New  York. 
Harriet  Lane,  Philadelphia. 
Monticello,  Philadelphia. 
Penguin,  Potomac 


Seminole,  Potomac. 

Union,  Potomac. 

Yankee,  Potomac. 

Iroquois,  detached  service. 
Rescue,  Potomac. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringliam,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  the  U.  S.  ship  Jamestown. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  September  10,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  have  ordered  the  Jamestown  to  New 
York  for  provisions  and  stores;  there  are  none  here,  and  as  I  am  in 
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immediate  want  ot  her,  I  think  her  going  there  will  facilitate  her  return 
to  her  station. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flay -Officer,  Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Barker,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Cam¬ 
bridge,  of  the  capture  by  that  vessel  of  the  English  schooner  Revere. 

II.  S.  S.  Cambridge, 

Lat.  ( Obsd .)  34°  27'  N.,  Long.  76 °  26'  W., 

Off  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  September  10,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  this  day  captured  the 
English  schooner  Revere ,  of  Yarmouth,  from  Beaufort,  bound  to  Key 
West,  laden  with  salt  and  herring,  and  that  I  have  ordered  her  to 
Boston,  with  an  officer  and  prize  crew  in  charge. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wi.  A.  Parker, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  Silas  H.  Stringham, 

Blockading  Squadron,  Fortress  Monroe ,  Va. 


Order  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  Stringham,  U.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  alloivance 

of  officers  for  the  vessels  of  his  command. 

Navy  Department,  September  10, 1861. 

Sir:  The  Department  desires  that  you  will  at  your  earliest  conveni¬ 
ence  proceed  to  make  the  changes  suggested  in  the  letter  of  the  3d 
instant,  as  the  demands  of  the  service  require  the  immediate  detach¬ 
ment  of  the  officers  named. 

It  is  intended  that  the  full  number  of  officers  shall  be  allowed  to  the 
ships,  and  if  you  will  report  what  vacancies  exist,  acting  appointments 
will  at  once  be  made  to  fill  them. 

The  officers  of  the  Roanoke  to  be  detached  will  be  ordered  by  you 
before  the  ship  sails.  The  Department  entirely  concurs  in  the  views 
contained  in  your  letter  of  September  9.  You  are  authorized  to  keep 
your  flag-lieutenant  and  to  name  the  other  officers  who  are  to  be 
retained  on  board  the  Minnesota,  but  at  the  same  time  the  Department 
regrets  that  the  pressing  exigencies  of  the  service  compel  it  to  direct 
that  the  four  midshipmen  detached  from  the  Roanoke  remain  subject  to 
the  orders  of  the  Department. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Gomdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 
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Report  of  Commander  Gillis ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  L.  8.  8.  Monticello , 
of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  Philadelphia  for  repairs. 

U.  S.  S.  Monticello, 

Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia ,  September  10 ,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  arrival  of  this  vessel  at 
Philadelphia,  sent  here  for  repairs  of  damages  received  in  the  late 
action  with  Ports  Hatteras  and  Clark,  at  Hatteras  Inlet. 

My  report  and  requisitions  were  forwarded  to  the  Depaiffment  m  the 
absence  of  Flag-Officer  Stringliam  on  our  return  to  Hampton  Roads. 

I  respectfully  request  that  the  anchor  and  chain  required  previous 
to  our  departure  for  Hatteras  be  sent  to  Hampton  Roads,  so  that  we 
can  receive  it  on  our  return  there. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  ’  ’  Jno.  P.  Gillis, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary  Navy ,  Washington  City ,  T>.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Murray ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  P.  S.  S.  Louisiana , 
recommending  a  change  of  battery  in  that  vessel. 

IT.  S.  S.  Louisiana, 
Neivport  News,  September  10,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  represent  that  this  vessel,  in  order  the  better  to 
adapt  her  to  bay  or  sound  blockade,  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  much 
increased  in  efficiency  by  the  addition  to  (or  in  lieu  of  a  part  of)  her 
battery  of  rifled  cannon  of  long  range  and  heavy  caliber. 

The  substitution  of  such  a  gun  oh  a  pivot  for  two  of  the  four  32s  with 
which  we  are  armed,  would  give  us  a  battery  common  to  both  sides  in 
smooth  water  and  enable  us  to  cope  with  the  long-range  cannon  of  the 
enemy,  as  exhibited  during  the  late  attack  upon  the  Savannah. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Murray. 

TAeutenant,  Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Louisiana. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Blockading  Squadron ,  etc. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  of  the  arrival  of  the  TJ.  S.  ship  Cumberland  at 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  September  11,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  Cumberland  from 
off  Hatteras,  and  enclose  report*  of  Commander  S.  C.  Rowan,  of  the 
Pawnee ,  stationed  at  Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  I).  C. 


See  p.  191. 
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B%ZiA-Flal0^Cer  8tr*Wham,  U.  S.  Wavy,  commanding  Atlantic 
fJhnn  Un*  SquaTdroni  tr™smittmg  information  relative  to  the  prize 
schooner  Susan  Jane ,  captured  m  Ratteras  Inlet ,  September  10, 1861. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads ,  September  13,  1861. 

Enclosed  herewith  please  find  papers  and  letters  taken  from 
the  passengers  captured  at  Hatteras  Inlet. 

The  papers  show  them  to  be  implicated  in  the  cargo,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  of  their  being  either  owners  or  supercargoes,  as  Commander 
Rowan  states  m  Ins  report. 

When  you  are  done  with  the  papers  will  you  forward  them  to  the 
judge  before  whom  the  vessels  will  be  brought  for  adjudication 

I  he  passengers  with  a  portion  of  the  crews  of  the  schooners,  are 
now  on  board  of  this  ship.  ’ 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  Stringham, 

1  lag -Officer,  Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron . 

Hon.  G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

Hatteras  Inlet,  September  10,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  to  state  for  the  information  of  the  Department  that  I 
have  taken  a  valuable  prize  this  morning,  now  called  the  Susan  Jane, 
of  Nevis,  West  Indies. 

This  schooner  was  called  the  Charles  McGees  {Me Glees?)  when  she 
cleared  at  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  two  days  before  the  blockade  went  into 
effect  on  the  coast. 

She  took  a  cargo  of  spirits  of  turpentine  to  the  West  Indies,  and  at 
Charleston  [Charlestown],  JSevis  Island,  obtained  an  English  register, 
but  without  a  bill  of  sale  or  endorsement  of  any  kind  on  the  part  of 
the  master  or  agent,  and  without  any  other  paper  required  under 
English  law. 

She  sailed  from  Nevis  to  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  and  there  took  on 
board  an  assorted  cargo,  consisting  of  blankets,  cloth,  iron,  steel, 
brogans,  axes,  etc.,  all  of  which  were  purchased  in  New  York  and 
Boston,  as  is  shown  by  bills  of  lading  from  different  leading  houses 
in  those  cities. 

I  send  the  prize  to  Philadelphia  or  New  York,  at  the  discretion  of 
prize  master,  Lieutenant  Crosby,  so  that  he  may  be  authorized  to  enter 
the  port  most  accessible  at  this  stormy  period  of  the  year. 

I  send  all  the  papers  found  on  board  the  prize  in  charge  of  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Crosby,  to  be  handed  to  the  proper  admiralty]  officer;  also  Cap¬ 
tain  Ireland  and  four  of  the  crew.  I  shall  detain  for  the  present  two 
passengers,  believed  to  be  supercargoes;  also  the  mate. 

When  this  duty  is  completed,  I  have  to  request  that  Lieutenant 
Crosby  may  be  permitted  to  return  to  his  important  duties  at  this 
place,  as  port  captain,  under  the  orders  of  General  Wool. 

I  send  Lieutenant  Crosby  in  charge  of  the  prize  because  he  is  the 
important  witness  of  what  occurred  after  we  boarded  the  schooner. 

This  vessel,  like  the  three  already  captured,  stood  in  under  the  belief 
that  the  forts  were  still  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  (the  Pawnee,  show¬ 
ing  no  colors,  was  taken  for  an  English  cruiser),  and  were  not  boarded 
until  they  were  inside  the  bar. 
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We  are  beginning  to  see  signs  of  the  enemy  on  the  southwestern 
side  of  the  entrance,  where  it  is  believed  a  picket  guard  frequents  to 
watch  our  movements. 

We  are  greatly  in  want  of  side- wheel  tugs  of  3  or  4  feet  draft,  for 
the  purpose  of  making  recontioissances. 

I  enclose  a  letter  found  among  the  papers  of  the  so-called  Susan 
Jane ,  which  may  give  the  Department  some  idea  of  the  feeling  in  Nova 
Scotia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  Rowan, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  G. 


[Subenclosure.] 

Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  August  28, 1861. 

Gentlemen:  I  came  to  this  province  on  business  connected  with 
the  Albion  two  weeks  ago.  I  wrote  you  from  New  York  on  the  18th  of 
July  and  forwarded  my  letter  to  Richmond,  Va.,  by  Reverend  Mr.  Hoge. 
I  stated  then,  as  I  had  previously  done,  that  it  was  my  intention  to 
appear  again  in  your  midst  in  October  next  to  pursue  my  regular  busi¬ 
ness.  I  still  adhere  to  the  same  purpose. 

I  commence  this  letter  not  knowing  when  or  how  I  may  send  it,  but 
in  the  hope  that  some  opportunity  will  present. 

There  are  facts  and  occurrences  that  come  to  my  knowledge  in  the 
Northern  States  that  you  would  like  to  have  placed  in  your  possession, 
but  my  letters  are  liable  to  a  contingency  that  might  render  it  highly 
impolitic  to  me  to  have  been  the  reporter  of  the  same.  You  will  there¬ 
fore  appreciate  my  motives  of  forbearance. 

But  with  respect  to  the  British  provinces,  I  am  not  aware  that  I 
should  transgress  any  rules  of  law  or  of  propriety  in  communicating 
some  results  of  my  observation. 

On  coming  here,  a  most  striking  fact  everywhere  apparent  is  the 
avowed  change  of  sentiment  and  feeling  of  the  people  of  these  eastern 
provinces  upon  the  merits  of  the  civil  war  in  the  States.  Upon  the 
commencement  of  hostilities  it  is  stated  that  the  people  were  largely 
in  sympathy  with  the  Northern  States.  Now  that  sympathy  is  almost 
entirely  in  favor  of  the  South.  Indeed,  I  have  scarcely  met  an  indi¬ 
vidual  who  expresses  a  wish  for  the  success  of  the  North  in  this  strug¬ 
gle,  and  I  have  had  opportunity  to  converse  with  a  large  number  of 
persons.  Of  the  reasons  assigned  for  this  change,  the  two  which  are 
most  prominent  are,  first,  the  tone  of  the  newspapers  of  the  Northern 
States  in  setting  forth  the  purposes  of  the  Federal  Government  to 
summarily  subdue  the  seceded  States  to  an  humble  obedience  to  its 
authority.  The  unsuccessful  efforts  of  the  Federal  Government  thus 
far  have  caused  a  feeling  of  disgust  at  the  overconfident  tone  of  the 
Northern  press  and  produced  a  conviction  that  the  Government  never 
can  succeed  in  restoring  the  Union  by  armed  force.  Hence  they  nat¬ 
urally  withdraw  their  sympathy  from  a  cause  which  is  destined  to 
defeat. 

Their  second  reason  is  one  of  interest.  The  commerce  of  these  prov¬ 
inces  had  come  to  be  chiefly  with  the  United  States.  This  war  destroys 
it.  Their  articles  of  export  are  fish,  plaster,  timber,  ships,  and  build¬ 
ing  stone.  The  first  is  the  most  important  item,  and  the  blockade  of 
the  Southern  ports  bears  directly  against  its  export.  Shippers  are 
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looking  anxiously  for  the  removal  of  the  blockade,  and  they  express 
pleasure  at  the  presence  of  some  thirty-five  French  and  English  war 
steamers  upon  the  American  coast  as  indicating  the  purpose  of  those 
nations  with  respect  to  the  blockade.  The  opening  of  the  Southern 
ports  is  regarded  as  exceedingly  desirable  for  the  commerce  of  these 
provinces,  and  it  is  believed  that  it  will  be  in  some  way  accomplished 
during  the  autumn  of  the  present  year.  Recent  discoveries  of  gold  in 
Nova  Scotia  are  attracting  a  good  deal  of  attention.  Mines  have  been 
opened  at  two  places,  one  at  Tangier,  40  miles  east  of  Halifax,  and  the 
other  at  Lunenburg,  about  the  same  distance  in  the  opposite  direction— 
both  quite  near  the  seacoast.  Large  quantities  have  been  already 
obtained  from  both  places. 

With  cordial  remembrances  to  all  my  friends,  I  remain,  yours,  truly, 

Messrs.  A.  S.  Willington  &  Co. 

Should  communication  be  opened  with  this  place,  send  the  Tri- 
Weekly  Courier  to  “Reading  Room,  Halifax,  N.  S.” 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 

Blockading  Squadron ,  transmitting  reports  of  Commander  Rowan , 

U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  II.  S.  S.  Pawnee,  regarding  prizes  captured 

in  Hatter  as  Inlet ,  North  Carolina. 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads ,  September  13 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  copies  of  reports  of  Com¬ 
mander  S.  C.  Rowan,  stationed  at  Hatteras  Inlet.  Also  a  list  of  vessels 
and  crews  captured  by  him. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  1).  C. 

[Enclosures.] 

IT.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Hatteras  Inlet ,  September  11,  1861. 

Sir:  I  send  forward  another  prize,  which  leaves  here  in  company 
with  the  Susan  Jane. 

The  Mary  Wood  is  in  charge  of  Captain  Nixon,  of  the  naval  brigade, 
and  a  crew  of  four  men  from  the  same.  The  cargo  is  molasses  and  salt, 
and  will  enter  the  port  of  Philadelphia  or  New  York. 

I  transferred  7  bags  of  coffee  [and]  10  barrels  sugar  from  the  Ocean 
Wave  for  the  better  preservation  of  the  same. 

The  Harriet  Ryan  and  Ocean  Wave  I  still  retain.  The  former  I  shall 
send  as  soon  as  I  can;  the  latter  is  too  leaky  to  trust  at  sea  at  this 
season  of  the  year. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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U.  S3.  S.  Pawnee, 
Hatteras  Inlet ,  September  12,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
dated  the  9th  instant.  I  shall  do  all  I  can  to  assist  the  Army,  but  it  is 
an  uphill  work.  The  troops  will  do  nothing  that  they  can  possibly 
avoid,  i.  e.,  the  Dutchmen.  Yesterday  the  fine  iron  boat  that  was 
invaluable  to  us  now  and  in  the  future  was  permitted  to  drift  from  the 
shore  opposite  Colonel  Hawkins’s  fort  and  is  now  on  its  way  toward 
Roanoke  Island.  Colonel  Hawkins  informed  me  of  the  loss  of  the  boat 
after  she  had  drifted  nearly  out  of  sight.  The  two  tugs  were  then 
employed  taking  the  two  prizes  to  sea.  I  sent  the  Fanny  on  her  return 
in  search  of  the  boat,  but  she  grounded  and  remained  so  all  night. 
The  boat  may  be  found,  but  I  doubt  it. 

Of  the  defenses  at  Beaufort  and  Wilmington  I  have  no  information. 
The  fort,  I  presume,  is  armed  as  prescribed  by  the  War  Department, 
and  must  be  taken  from  the  land  side.  It  occurs  to  me  from  a  glance 
at  the  map  that  the  enemy  would  feel  greater  anxiety  for  the  safety  of 
New  Berne  than  any  other  point  save  Beaufort.  With  a  proper  land 
force  moved  down  the  seashore  of  Core  Island  Sound,  with  the  coop¬ 
eration  of  the  Navy  inside  and  outside,  Beaufort  can  be  taken,  New 
Berne  threatened,  which  is  the  terminus  of  a  rail,  I  think.  As  I  have 
already  informed  you,  it  is  reported  that  the  approach  to  Washington 
[N.  C.]  is  being  fortified,  and  I  presume  the  enemy  is  not  idle  at  all 
other  principal  places  on  the  principal  rivers. 

I  have  no  colors  which  were  captured  here.  I  understand  old  Butler 
took  all  he  could  lay  his  hands  on.  Max  Weber  refused  to  deliver  the 
colors  of  the  lower  fort  to  Butler’s  order,  stating  that  the  Navy  cap¬ 
tured  the  place  and  the  colors  would  be  delivered  to  the  commander  in 
chief — so  says  rumor. 

The  enclosed  communications  to  the  Department,  with  copies  to  your¬ 
self,  were  all  in  the  hands  of  the  prize  masters  when  the  Spaulding 
appeared.  I  have  no  clerk,  and  have  not  time  to  condense  the  reports 
and  address  it  to  you,  now  that  I  know  where  you  are,  else  I  should 
do  so. 

The  tugs  you  get  for  this  inside  service  had  all  better  be  side  wheel, 
two  of  them  of  the  class  of  the  Yankee,  with  a  40-j)ounder  rifled  gun 
and  a  little  3 2  astern,  and  two  24-pounder  boat  howitzers.  If  you  can 
find  small-sized  ferryboats  of  the  class  used  in  New  York  and  elsewhere 
they  would  be  the  thing  for  inside  work,  light  draft,  two  heavy  guns, 
and  could  transport  provisions  or  troops.  At  least  two  of  the  tugs 
ought  not  to  exceed  4  feet,  deep  load  line,  to  lighten  to  3  feet,  with 
working  coal  on  board.  By  permission  of  Captain  Thomas,  of  the 
Quartermaster’s  Department,  in  charge  of  the  Spaulding,  I  send  all  the 
prisoners  comprising  the  crews  of  the  four  captured  schooners,  with 
the  exception  of  the  captains  and  mates  of  the  two  vessels  retained 
here.  The  enclosed  list  will  show  you  to  which  of  the  vessels  they 
belong. 

I  also  send  two  persons  found  on  board  the  Susan  Jane,  who  claim  to 
be  passengers  only,  but  the  truth  is,  they  sailed  from  here  in  the  vessel. 
They  are  both  clever  and  wide-awake,  and  both  acting  as  supercargoes. 
I  have  not  examined  their  baggage.  Lieutenant  Crosby  overhauled 
them,  but  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  give  them  a  good  searching  when 
you  get  them. 

The  only  one  who  appears  to  be  the  moneyed  man  is  named  G.  O. 
Van  Amringe,  jr.  He  claims  to  be  a  native  of  New  York  and  a  citizen 
of  North  Carolina. 
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The  other  gentleman  is  named  George  W.  Barnard,  and  was,  I  think 
hou  nf  m  a  merchant  in  Edenton  named  Hughes— his  name  appears  on 
bills  ol  that  house  found  among  the  papers  of  the  Susan  Jane. 

i  have  not  had  time  to  forward  a  list  of  the  officers  and  men  entitled 
to  a  share  ot  the  captures,  but  shall  do  so  by  next  opportunity.  If  you 
propose  operating  ou  this  coast  by  following  the  inland  waters,  a  few 
ol  those  large  hshmg  boats  would  be  very  serviceable  in  moving  troons 
m  shallow  water.  We  are  hard  at  work  discharging  the  Baltimore  and 
preparing  the  hulks  to  receive  the  stores.  I  hope  the  weather  will  con¬ 
tinue  favorable.  We  can  do  but  little  except  at  slack  water;  the  tide 
is  strong  here.  ’ 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  Bowan, 

-m  TT  _  Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  Silas  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


List  of  vessels  and  crews  captured  at  Cape  Hatteras  Inlet. 

Schooner  Susan  Jane: 

Captain  and  crew,  sent  home  with  vessel;  George  Shackleford,  mate 
sent  to  Fortress  Monroe,  per  steamer  S.  R.  Spaulding. 

Schooner  Ocean  Wave: 

Adam  Traiuer,  captain,  on  board;  John  Duffle,  mate,  sick  on  board- 
William  Tetchner,  cook,  attending  the  sick;  George  Parker,  Edward 
Heinrichs,  John  Johnson,  Etrick  Brondine,  William  Brown,  crew,  sent 
to  Fortress  Monroe,  per  steamer  S.  R.  Spaulding. 

Schooner  Harriet  Ryan : 

William  Nixon,  captain,  on  board;  Perry  White,  mate,  on  board; 
Cartwright  Thomson^  James  B.  Haggard,  ^Villiam  Capehart,  crew,  sent 
to  Fortress  Monroe  per  steamer  S.  R.  Spaulding.  John  Murphy,  cook, 
sent  to  Fortress  Monroe. 

Schooner  Mary  Wood: 

Daniel  Hayman,  captain,  sent  home  with  vessel;  William  Bran  ton, 
mate,  sent  home  with  vessel;  Jereh  Douglass,  Edward  Baum,  Edward 
O’Neil,  crew,  sent  to  Fortress  Monroe,  per  steamer  S.  R.  Spaulding. 
Elijah  Simmons,  cook,  sent  to  Fortress  Monroe. 

S.  C.  Bowan, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Pawnee. 

Flag  Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron ,  requesting  directions  regarding  the  occupation  of 
the  fort  on  Ocracoke  Inlet. 


IJ.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads ,  September  11,  1861. 

Sir:  I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  second  article  of 
your  dispatch  of  the  3d  instant,  marked  confidential,  directing  me  to 
take  immediate  possession  of  Ocracoke  Inlet,  but  “not  sink  vessels  at 
these  inlets  inside,  as  was  first  contemplated.” 
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The  last  dispatch  from  Captain  Chauncey  reports  the  fort  atOcracoke 
abandoned,  but  I  have  sent  to  him  for  more  explicit  information. 

The  fort  is  situated  on  Beacon  Island,  about  4  miles  inside  the  bar, 
and  I  have  at  this  time  no  vessels  of  sufficient  light  draft  to  approach 
it  either  from  the  sea  or  sound. 

In  case  that  I  should  soon  be  able  to  carry  out  your  directions,  will 
you  please  inform  me  upon  whom  I  am  to  call  for  troops  to  occupy  it. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  JD.  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron ,  of  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Albatross. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads ,  September  1 ,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  Albatross  last  evening,  thirty 
hours  from  Philadelphia. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer ,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham, 
U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  transmitting 
information  regarding  the  blockade  runners  Kate  Waters  and  Cheshire. 

Navy  Department,  September  11, 1861. 
Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  letter 
received  from  the  collector  of  customs  at  Portland,  dated  September  5, 
1861,  in  relation  to  the  Kate  Waters,  which  is  supposed  to  be  destined 
for  Galveston,  and  the  Cheshire,  formerly  a  Charleston  packet,  which 
ran  the  blockade  with  the  supposed  intention  of  returning  to  some  of 
the  Southern  ports. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham. 

[Enclosure.] 

Custom-House,  Portland ,  September  5,  1861. 
Sir:  The  loyal  officer  of  an  American  vessel  in  Liverpool,  England, 
writes  to  his  friend  here  that  about  the  7th  of  August  last  the  ship,  or 
bark,  Kate  Waters,  formerly  the  San  Jacinto,  cleared  at  Liverpool  for 
Havana  under  British  colors,  but  that  she  is  actually  bound  to  Galves¬ 
ton,  Tex.,  with  a  cargo  of  salt,  coal,  steel,  etc. 

He  also  writes  that  the  Cheshire ,  formerly  a  Charleston  packet,  ran 
the  blockade  and  arrived  out  at  Liverpool,  where  she  had  taken  in  a 
cargo  of  salt,  etc.,  and  intended  to  return  to  Savannah,  or  some  other 
port  in  the  disloyal  States. 
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Presuming  that  the  Government  might  wish  to  communicate  these 
facts  to  the  officers  of  the  blockading  fleet,  I  take  the  liberty  to  trans¬ 
mit  them  to  your  Department. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jedediah  Jewett, 

Collector. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham, 

U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  transmitting 

correspondence  regarding  vessels  preparing  to  run  the  blockade. 

Navy  Department,  September  12, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  enclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the 
9th  instant  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  enclosing  copy  of  a  dispatch 
from  the  vice-consul  at  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  respecting  the 
schooner  Julia  and  brigantine  Cold  Hunter ,  which  vessels,  it  is  said, 
have  recently  been  purchased  by  parties  from  the  rebel  States;  also 
copy  of  a  letter  from  Secretary  of  State,  dated  the  7th  instant,  with  a 
copy  of  a  communication  from  Mr.  Charles  Stoddard,  of  Boston,  with 
regard  to  the  discharge  of  a  large  quantity  of  goods  from  the  steamer 
Arabia  at  Halifax,  etc. 

Referring  to  previous  letters  in  relation  to  the  steamer  Bermuda,  I 
herewith  transmit  copy  of  dispatch  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Falmouth, 
in  which  he  states  that  that  vessel  had  put  into  that  port. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Hoads,  Virginia. 

[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

Department  of  State, 
Washington ,  September  9,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  for  your  information 
and  consideration  a  copy  of  a  dispatch,  dated  the  4th  instant,  received 
from  the  U.  S.  vice-consul  at  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  respecting  the 
schooner  Julia  and  the  brigantine  Gold  Hunter,  which  vessels,  it  is 
alleged,  have  recently  been  purchased  by  parties  from  the  rebel  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  H.  Seward. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Subenclosure.] 

U.  S.  Consulate, 

St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  September  4,  1861. 

Sir:  The  British  schooner  Julia  and  the  brigantine  Gold  Hunter ,  of 
this  port,  have  recently  been  purchased  by  parties  from  the  rebel  States, 
now  here,  and  are  nearly  ready  for  sea,  being  laden  with  iron,  tin,  lead, 
drugs,  medicines,  and  other  articles. 

These  vessels  will  be  cleared  out  of  the  custom-house  here  for  Cuba, 
but  their  owners  design  to  run  the  blockade  and  discharge  their  cargoes 
at  some  of  the  ports  in  the  rebel  States. 
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The  registers  of  tlie  vessels  will  remain  unchanged,  and  ostensibly 
they  will  appear  to  be  owned  here  as  heretofore.  They  will  have  pilots, 
as  was  the  case  with  the  Alliance ,  who  are  familiar  with  the  Southern 
coast. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  Whitaker, 

U.  S.  [Vice]  Consul. 

Hon.  Wi.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

[Enclosure  No.  2.] 

Department  of  State, 

Washington ,  September  7,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  for  your  information 
and  consideration  a  copy  of  a  communication,  dated  5th  September, 
addressed  to  this  Department  by  Mr.  Charles  Stoddard,  acquainting 
the  Department  with  the  discharge  of  a  large  quantity  of  goods  from 
the  steamer  Arabia  at  Halifax,  with  suggestions  in  relation  thereto. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  H.  Seward. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Subenclosure.] 


Boston,  September  5,  1861. 

Dear  Sir  :  A  few  days  since  I  had  occasion  to  advise  you  of  the  fact 
coming  to  my  knowledge  that  the  consuls  at  Stuttgart  and  Leghorn 
were  open  secessionists.  I  am  very  glad  to  learn  by  your  reply  that 
they  have  both  been  displaced. 

I  now  wish  to  inform  the  Government  that  the  steamer  Arabia ,  which 
arrived  this  morning  from  Liverpool,  was  detained  at  Halifax  [Nova 
Scotia]  seven  hours  discharging  British  dry  goods.  As  these  goods 
are  not  on  their  way  to  Canada  and  not  needed  in  the  provinces,  it  is 
strongly  suspected  they  are  destined  to  be  shipped  to  Southern  ports 
in  British  bottoms,  with  a  view  to  run  the  blockade.  Can  not  this  be 
stopped?  I  suppose  not  in  British  waters.  But  if  the  Government 
should  dispatch  an  agent  to  Halifax,  to  keep  a  watch  and  report  every 
movement  in  the  way  of  shipping  to  feigned  ports,  with  a  view  to  run 
our  blockade,  it  might  do  good.  And  if,  in  addition,  a  small  armed 
vessel  could  be  put  on  the  watch,  either  off  Halifax  or  St.  John  [New 
Brunswick],  it  might  be  useful.  We  much  regret  that  the  Alliance,  a 
British  vessel,  has  succeeded  in  getting  into  Beaufort,  Can  not  small 
armed  vessels  be  multiplied  off  Charleston  and  other  Southern  ports, 
so  as  to  render  the  running  of  the  blockade  impossible? 

Perhaps  I  should  have  addressed  this  to  the  War  Department,  but 
if  there  is  any  value  in  these  suggestions  you  will  please  direct  them 
into  the  right  channel. 

Yery  respectfully,  yours, 


Hon.  W.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  etc. 


Charles  Stoddard. 


I  am  well  known  to  Judge  Samuel  E.  Betts,  United  States  court,  New 
York,  Major-General  Dix,  General  Butler,  Senator  Sumner,  etc. 
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[Enclosure  No.  3.] 


U.  S.  Consulate, 
Falmouth,  August  22,  1861. 

Esteemed  Friend  :  I  beg  to  state  that  the  British  steamer  Bermuda 
lessier,  master,  from  West  Hartlepool,  and  ostensibly  bound  to  Havana 
vs  ith  a  general  cargo,  put  into  this  port  this  morning,  and,  having 
obtained  a  supply  of  coals,  proceeded  on  her  voyage  this  afternoon 
My  reason  tor  communicating  this  circumstance  is  that  it  is  reported 
(and  I  think  there  are  some  grounds  for  believing  the  report  to  be  true) 
that  this  vessel  is  really  laden  with  arms,  ammunition,  clothing,  etc. 
intended  for  the  use  oi  the  troops  of  the  Southern  States. 

The  Bermuda  is  a  screw  steamer  of  about  700  tons  register,  with  two 
masts,  each  having  yards,  and  one  funnel,  painted  black— red  and 
black — and  has  no  figurehead. 

I  remain,  respectfully,  thy  sincere  friend, 


Secretary  of  State,  Etc., 

Washington ,  United  States. 


Alfred  Pox, 

Vice-Consul. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron ,  forwarding  reports  of  Confederate  officers  cap¬ 
tured  at  Fort  Hatteras,  North  Carolina. 


IT.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  September  12,  1861. 
Sir:  Enclosed  herewith  are  the  official  reports*  of  the  officers  cap¬ 
tured  at  Fort  Hatteras,  North  Carolina.  I  send  them  to  you  to  decide 
whether  they  should  be  forwarded  by  a  flag  of  truce  or  not. 
Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gr.  Y.  Pox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  T).  G. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  the  condition  of  the  blockade. 

IT.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  September  12,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  the  Flag  and  Susquehanna  had  a  collision 
off'  Beaufort.  The  former  is  considerably  damaged,  and  I  have  ordered 
her  to  Washington,  hoping  the  repairs  can  be  soon  made  there.  1  am 
in  urgent  want  of  her  services,  for  I  fear  some  of  the  vessels  known 
to  have  sailed  from  England  for  Charleston  and  the  Southern  coast  may 
get  in.  You  are  already  aware  of  there  being  but  one  vessel —  Wabash — 
off  Charleston,  and  none  south  of  it.  The  Albatross  will  be  dispatched 
to  cruise  off  Beaufort  and  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  to-morrow. 


See  pp.  138-144. 
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We  have  advices  of  seven  schooners  having  been  captured  within  a 
few  days  on  the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  one  a  schooner  named  in  your 
letter  as  fitting  from  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron ,  naming  officers  detached  from  his  command. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads ,  September  13,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  this  day  detached  the 
following-named  officers  from  this  squadron  and  directed  them  to  report 
to  the  Navy  Department,  viz: 

Lieutenants  J.  C.  Howell,  John  Watters,  C.  M.  Schoonmaker,  Min¬ 
nesota. 

Lieutenant  E.  W.  Henry,  Savannah. 

Lieutenant  Charles  H.  Greene,  Cumberland. 

Those  on  board  the  Wabash  and  other  vessels  on  the  Southern  coast 
will  be  detached  as  soon  as  I  can  learn  what  number  of  acting  mas 
ters  will  be  wanted  to  fill  their  places. 

The  Roanoke  will  have  to  be  supplied  with  acting  masters  before  the 
lieutenants  named  in  your  letter  can  be  detached.  I  have  one  for  her 
(now  away  in  a  prize,  who  will  be  here  before  she  is  ready  for  sea)  and 
shall  want  another. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  stating  the  needs  of  his  command  for  operations 
on  the  coast  and  in  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  September  13,  1861. 
Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  9th  instant,  asking  what  is  neces¬ 
sary  to  be  supplied  outside  the  limits  of  your  command  to  carry  out 
the  objects  numbered  1,  2,  and  3  in  the  confidential  communication* 
dated  September  3,  I  have  to  state  from  eight  to  ten  or  more  light- 
draft  side  wheel  steamers,  none  to  draw  more  than  6  feet  loaded,  at 
least  four  of  them  not  more  than  4  feet ;  also  twenty  surf  boats  for  land¬ 
ing  troops,  of  a  build,  except  being  a  little  more  flat-bottomed,  to  cor¬ 
respond  with  those  used  at  Yera  Cruz  during  the  Mexican  war. 


See  p.  162. 
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The  steamers  should  be  armed  with  either  a  X-inch  gun  or  heavy 
rifle — 60  or  80  pounder — forward,  with  a  32-pounder,  one  24-pounder 
howitzer,  and  12-pounder  rifle  aft,  the  latter  movable. 

With  this  force  to  operate  in  the  sounds  inside,  and  a  number  of 
vessels  which  can  be  drawn  from  the  blockading  squadron  outside, 
together  with  a  proper  number  of  troops  to  cooperate  and  hold  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  places  which  may  be  taken,  I  think  the  entire  seacoast 
towns  of  North  Carolina  would  soon  be  ours.  We  must  go  in  force  to 
insure  success,  for  the  enemy  seem  to  be  alive  to  our  intentions,  as  you 
will  see  by  Commander  Rowan’s  report,*  this  day  forwarded  to  you. 

Should  it  be  necessary  to  build  surfboats,  I  would  like  to  give  my 
views  for  their  model,  capacity,  etc. 

Transports  would  also  have  to  be  provided  for  the  troops,  which, 
together  with  the  providing  of  surfboats,  more  properly  belongs  to  the 
Army;  but  I  call  your  attention  to  them,  because  when  ready  to  leave 
this  place  for  the  Hatteras  expedition  1  was  informed  no  such  provi¬ 
sion  had  been  or  was  to  be  made  by  the  Army,  and  I  was  therefore 
compelled  to  hunt  up  and  take  such  as  I  could  find  on  the  spot,  which 
were  very  imperfect. 

The  regulating  and  movement  of  the  troops  should  be  directed  by 
some  competent  officer  of  high  rank,  for  we  have  an  enemy  much  more 
intelligent  and  formidable  to  oppose  ns  than  we  had  at  Yera  Cruz, 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Chauncey,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Susque¬ 
hanna,  of  the  capture  by  that  vessel  of  the  English  schooner  Argonaut. 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna, 
Hatteras  Inlet,  September  13,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  this  morning  made  prize 
of  the  English  schooner  Argonaut,  of  Yarmouth,  Nova  Scotia,  and  from 
Westport,  Nova  Scotia,  bound  to  Key  West,  laden  with  fish  and  mis¬ 
cellaneous  cargo,  consisting  of  shoes,  soap,  coffee,  cotton  goods,  tea,  etc. 
The  vessel  was  discovered  last  evening  at  sundown  standing  in  for  this 
place  with  a  free  wind,  but  tacked  seaward  as  soon  as  he  discovered 
this  ship  inside  of  him. 

It  being  dark,  I  laid  in  wait  till  daylight,  when  I  discovered  him 
standing  in  to  leeward. 

She  was  boarded  by  a  boat  from  this  ship,  and,  upon  examination  of 
his  papers,  I  have  decided  to  send  her  in  for  adjudication.  She  is  one 
of  a  number  of  vessels  under  English  colors  ostensibly  clearing  for 
Key  West,  but  without  doubt  intending  to  evade  the  blockade  in  order 
to  supply  the  rebels  on  this  coast,  the  cargo  universally  being  of  such 
articles  as  they  stand  in  need  of  and  bringing  high  prices.  The  Argo¬ 
naut  was  evidently  bound  into  this  place.  The  master  gives  as  an 
excuse  for  being  in  this  neighborhood  that  he  is  short  of  water  and 
light,  and  that  he  did  not  know  where  he  was,  although  he  was  close 
in  with  Hatteras  light  house.  _ 


See  p.  195. 
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I  have  placed  a  master’s  mate  and  three  men  on  board  as  a  prize 
crew,  with  orders  to  proceed  to  New  York,  sending  two  of  her  crew  as 
witnesses,  with  duplicate  orders,  one  copy  to  be  handed  to  the  judge 
of  the  U.  S.  district  court,  accompanied  by  a  memorandum  of  the  facts 
attending  the  capture. 

I  may  state  that  the  Argonaut  has  no  register  and  no  certificate  of 
ownership. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  S.  Chauncey, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


[P.  S.] — The  colonel  commanding  at  the  fort  having  replied  to  my 
offer  of  assistance  that  he  is  not  in  immediate  want  of  any  supplies  or 
protection  to  the  garrison,  I  shall  proceed  to  cruise  off  this  point  in 
compliance  with  your  orders,  as,  from  facts  developed  from  the  papers 
found  on  board  the  schooner  lately  captured  at  this  place,  implicating 
certain  parties  in  Boston,  there  is  reason  to  believe  other  vessels  are 
bound  hither  on  the  same  errand,  and  I  shall  be  in  a  better  position  to 
overhaul  them  by  keeping  at  sea  and  leaving  them  under  the  impres¬ 
sion  that  the  port  is  not  strictly  blockaded  or  in  possession  of  the  rebels, 
as  was  the  case  with  the  schooner  lately  captured,  which  ran  boldly  in 
toward  the  inlet. 


Before  I  received  your  orders  to  cruise  off  Hatteras  instead  of  Beau¬ 
fort,  I  had  directed  Commander  Parker,  of  the  Cambridge ,  to  remain 
off  that  point  till  further  orders,  or  till  my  return,  and  to  closely  watch 
the  two  ships  under  English  colors.  Have  you  any  orders  in  reference 
to  the  Cambridge  ?  Her  presence  is  very  necessary  off  Beaufort  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  escape  of  the  above  vessels,  in  addition  to  the  fact  of  Beaufort, 
in  my  opinion,  being  the  destination  of  many  vessels  under  English 
colors  with  supplies  for  the  rebels,  many  of  which  from  distant  ports 
not  being  aware  of  the  change  of  circumstances  at  Hatteras  nor  of  the 
blockade  of  Beaufort. 

The  prize  schooner  laden  with  mahogany  is  hard  and  fast  aground 
on  the  inner  bar,  and  we  have  made  several  ineffectual  attempts  to  get 
her  oft'.  To  succeed  in  this  we  shall  be  obliged  to  lighten  her  by  dis¬ 
charging  a  portion  of  the  mahogany.  This  I  can  not  undertake  to  do 
in  the  present  threatening  state  of  the  weather,  and  not  until  my  return 
from  cruising  off  this  point.  In  the  meantime  she  is  perfectly  secure. 

What  disposition  do  you  desire  me  to  make  of  the  captain  and  por¬ 
tions  of  the  crews  of  the  captured  schooners  Louisa  Agnes  and  Argo¬ 
naut,  now  on  board  this  ship. 

Very  respectfully, 


Jno.  S.  Chauncey, 

Captain. 


Letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  the 
obstruction  of  the  inlets  of  North  Carolina  by  sinking  vessels  loaded 
with  stone. 

Navy  Department,  September  13, 1861. 
Sir:  The  Department  informs  you,  in  answer  to  your  letter*  of  the 
8th  instant,  in  relation  to  Commander  Stellwagen,  that  that  officer  will 
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have  no  further  connection  with  affairs  in  the  vicinity  referred  to.  The 
matter  will  be  under  your  control. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gr.  V.  Fox, 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham,  Acting  Secretary. 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Commander  Rowan ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Pawnee 
regarding  affairs  in  the  vicinity  of  Hatteras  Inlet. 

IT.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Hatteras  Inlet ,  September  13 ,  1861. 

Sir:  The  Baltimore  has  had  dispatch,  and  will  sail  in  the  morning, 
or  as  soon  thereafter  as  the  weather  permits. 

I  have  been  busy  securing  the  crafts  inside  for  the  approaching  gale. 

The  hulk  containing  our  provisions  I  shall  run  up  the  creek,  and  the 
other  smaller  crafts,  to  prevent  them  from  drifting  on  me. 

I  have  no  news  from  the  interior  since  my  last.  It  is  reported  that 
the  enemy  have  returned  to  Oregon  Inlet  and  are  pushing  forward  their 
fortifications  on  the  northwest  end  of  Roanoke  [Island]. 

I  am  told  6  feet  of  water  is  had  in  the  inlet,  and  schooners  enter 
there. 

I  am  told  that  a  cargo  of  soft  coal  was  to  be  towed  by  the  Baltimore , 
but  the  tow  leaked  and  was  left.  I  hope,  for  the  sake  of  our  move¬ 
ments,  that  our  vessels  will  be  able  to  burn  hard  coal.  The  smoke  of 
the  soft  coal  can  be  seen  from  one  end  of  the  sound  to  the  other. 

I  think  Colonel  Hawkins  makes  a  mistake  in  allowing  the  oath-of- 
allegiance  people  to  visit  him. 

There  is  a  class  of  men  north  of  them  who  obtain  all  the  information 
they  want  in  this  way  and  carry  it  to  the  troops  at  Oregon  Inlet. 

The  requisitions  enclosed  are  submitted  for  your  consideration. 

I  received  a  rifled  (6-inch)  cannon,  which  will  enable  me  to  keep 
“secesh”  clear  of  the  bulkhead,  but  I  want  more  men  to  man  it.  If 
sailors  are  plenty  we  had  better  be  overmanned  than  short-handed. 

If  you  operate  alongshore  would  it  not  be  well  to  have  the  naval 
brigade  under  your  command!  They  are  mostly  sailor  men  and  would 
be  serviceable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Squadron ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 


Attach  on  the  TJ.  S.  vessels  Savannah  and  Louisiana  by  the  C.  S.  S. 
Patrick  Henry  ( late  Yorktown ),  near  Newport  News ,  Va,.,  September 
13,  1861. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

IJ.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads ,  September  14,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  we  have  now 
on  board  this  ship  a  sailor,  deserter  from  the  rebel  steamship  Yorktown. 
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He  says  her  armament  consists  of  2  10-inch  pivot  guns  and  G  (3  of  a 
side)  broadside  32-pounders.  Crew,  150  men,  exclusive  of  officers. 

He  left  the  Yorktown  day  before  yesterday  and  went  on  board  the 
IT.  S.  Sfhip]  Savannah. 

Last  night  the  Yorktown  came  down  and  fired  at  the  Savannah.  Her 
shot  fell  short.  The  Savannah  promptly  replied,  her  shot  also  falling- 

short.  . 

The  railroad  iron  mentioned  is  only  used  to  protect  the  engine.  He 
says  the  steamer  Jamestown  is  fitting  out  at  Richmond  in  the  same 
way  the  Yorlctown  has  been. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag- Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Report  of  Captain  Hull,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  ship  Savannah. 

U.  S.  Ship  Savannah, 

Off  N ewport  News,  September  13,  1861. 

Sir:  About  5  o’clock  p.  m.  a  steamer,  supposed  to  be  the  Patrick 
Henry ,  formerly  known  as  the  Yorktown,  came  down  the  river  to  within 
about  3  miles  of  this  ship,  turned  around,  with  her  stern  toward  us, 
and  fired  her  stern  gun,  the  shot  falling  short.  She  backed  farther 
down  and  fired  several  shots,  and  backing  until  she  came  within  long 
range,  so  that  her  shot  fell  not  very  far  short.  W e  returned  her  fire  with 
the  rifle  gun  at  first,  and  then  with  the  bow  and  side  guns,  after  get¬ 
ting  out  a  kedge  to  wind  the  ship  and  afterwards  a  spring  on  the  cable, 
on  the  port  side,  and  veered  the  cable  until  the  guns  bore  on  her. 

During  the  engagement  several  shots  were  fired  from  the  rifle  gun  in 
the  battery  at  Newport  News;  also  several  from  the  II.  S.  gunboat 
Louisiana ,  most  of  which,  if  not  all,  fell  short. 

The  firing  continued  until  near  dark,  when  the  steamer  went  up  the 
river  again.  Our  shot  and  shells  all  fell  far  short,  as  well  as  we  could  see. 

After  the  second  discharge  of  the  rifle  gun,  the  vent  was  found  to  be 
obstructed  by  the  friction  primer,  the  barrel  of  which  remained  in  the 
touchhole,  preventing  the  priming  wire  from  reaching  the  cartridge, 
and  causing  the  gun  to  hang  fire,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  the 
vent  was  cleared  after  the  firing  had  ceased. 

This  morning  a  man  was  taken  up  in  a  canoe,  coming  down  the  river, 
and  bi'ought  on  board  this  ship.  He  proved  to  be  a  deserter  from  the 
Patrick  Henry,  and  ran  away  in  the  night  from  the  light-house.  I  sup¬ 
pose  this  was  the  cause  of  the  visit  of  the  Patrick  Henry  this  evening, 
though  she  kept  out  of  striking  distance. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Hull, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Murray,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IJ.  S.  S.  Louisiana. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Louisiana, 
Newport  News ,  September  20,  1861. 

Flag-Oppicer  :  It  seems  proper  in  me,  in  view  of  the  inaccurate 
reports  relating  to  the  attack  of  the  rebel  steamer  Yorktown  on,  and 


United  States  Ship  Savannah. 

Drawn  from  photograph, 
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before  sbe  retired  from  the  conflict.  - - ’ 

The  lange  of  the  rifled  gun  on  board  the  Savannah  was  not  good, 
owing  I  piesume  to  the  fact  that  it  had  been  shifted  from  its  own  car- 
n  nfi6’  ^  1^C!1  Emitted  of  a  high  elevation,  to  the  pivot  carriage. 

±he  Cumberland’s  tire  also  fell  very  short,  she  having  no  rifled  cannon. 

A  shot  from  an  artillery  battery,  under  Lieutenant  Lodor,  of  the 
Ax  my,  which  happened  to  be  some  2  miles  up  the  shore,  and  neaitiv 
abreast  the  Yorktown,  also  struck  her. 

I  hope  this  complies  with  your  request  to  furnish  you  with  a  report 
ot  the  transaction. 

The  propriety  of  my  application,  which  I  some  days  ago  sent  in,  for 
a  “large  rifled  gun”  begins  to  manifest  itself. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


A.  Murray, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 


Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Blockading  Squadron ,  etc. 


Additional  report  of  Captain  Hull,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Savannah. 


IT.  S.  Ship  Savannah, 
Hampton  Loads,  September  14,  1861. 


Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  x’eceipt  of  your  letter  of  the  9th 
instant.  As  directed,  the  gunner  has  taken  the  impression  of  the  orifice 
of  the  vent  of  the  rifle  gun.  The  impression  showed  the  vent  to  be  a 
little  uneven,  but  was  clear,  and  appeared  in  good  order.  I  enclose 
herewith  the  gunner’s  report  of  the  condition  of  the  gun  and  ammuni¬ 
tion  when  received  on  board,  and  also  the  piece  of  a  boring  bit,  taken 
from  the  gun  after  clearing  the  vent. 

On  the  13th  instant  we  had  occasion  to  use  the  rifle  gun,  having  been 
attacked  by  the  rebel  steamer  Patrick  Henry ,  and  found,  after  the  second 
discharge,  that  the  vent  was  choked  by  the  barrel  of  the  friction  primer 
remaining  in,  and  preventing  the  priming  wire  from  going  to  tlxe  car¬ 
tridge,  but  by  using  a  small  wire  we  were  able  to  prick  the  cartridge 
and  fire  the  gun,  though  it  held  fire  for  a  second  or  two.  The  vent  was 
afterwards  cleared  by  using  the  boring  bit  and  punch. 

I  have  received  the  letter  from  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance,  informing 
me  that  the  rifle  gun  was  not  to  be  mounted  on  the  pivot  carriage,  and 
n  w  r — vol  G - 14 
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I  inform  the  Bureau  that  I  have  remounted  it  on  its  own  carriage,  pre¬ 
paratory  to  removing  it  to  the  Minnesota ,  where  Flag-Officer  Stringham 
has  ordered  it  to  be  sent. 

I  mounted  it  on  the  pivot  carriage,  as  the  only  place  where  it  could 
be  used  to  advantage,  there  being  no  gun  ports  on  the  spar  deck  other 
than  the  places  occupied  by  the  pivot  guns,  and  it  could  not  oe  placed 
there  without  interfering  with  the  free  use  of  them. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Hull, 

Ca/ptain. 

Captain  A.  A.  Harwood,  . 

Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography ,  Washington. 


Letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag -  Officer  Stringham, 
U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  transmitting 
information  from  Halifax ,  Nova  Scotia ,  regarding  schooner  Beverly. 


Sir:  The  following 
Department : 


Navy  Department,  September  13  1861. 
telegram  was  this  morning  received  at  this 

Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  September  13, 1861. 


Sir:  The  schooner  Beverly,  of  Halifax,  a  British  vessel  purporting  to  he  bound  for 
the  West  Indies,  sailed  yesterday,  the  11th,  with  general  cargo.  Actual  destination, 
I  have  no  doubt,  is  either  Beaufort  or  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

M.  M.  Jackson, 

U.  S.  Consul. 


Hon.  G.  Welles. 

Yery  respectfully,  etc., 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham. 


G.  Y.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary. 


Order  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Navy  Department,  September  14,  1861. 

Sir:  If  the  Roanoke  has  not  sailed  transfer  Acting  Master  Cavendy 
to  command  the  Gemsbok  and  Captain  Yoorhees  to  the  Roanoke,  and 
you  can  then  dispatch  the  Gemsbok  on  such  service  as  your  judgment 
may  dictate. 

Yery  respectfully, 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary. 


Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham , 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  giving  general 
instructions. 

Navy  Department,  September  14,  1861. 
Sir:  Your  several  communications  without  numbers  have  been 
received. 
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fr vP ei™rt'n 6n}  re8'1'ets  that  Jamestown  was  not  provisioned 
from  the  Minnesota  and  sent  immediately  southward-  also  that  the 
Flag  was  not  kept  at  Newport  NeWS  for  repairs  and the  vessel v  ™ 
there  sent  to  the  sound.  ■'  & 


The  confidential  instructions  of  the  3d  instant  do  not  connect  Com¬ 
mander  Stellwagen  with  you. 

The  matter  is  left  entirely  to  your  skill  to  execute. 

In  view  of  the  numerous  vessels  which  it  is  said  run  the  blockade  in 
presence  of  our  vessels,  the  Department  would  enquire  if  reports  are 
regularly  received  by  you  from  the  commanders  of  the  ships  of  the 
blockading  squadron.  1 

In  the  case  of  Commander  Chandler  the  court  of  enquiry  will  not  be 
ordered  to  interfere  with  the  instructions  of  the  3d  instant  marked 
“  confidential.” 


The  public  prints  report  that  Ocracoke  Inlet  was  abandoned  imme¬ 
diately  after  the  fall  ot  Hatteras.  If  such  is  the  case  you  require  no 
troops  for  that  place. 

The  auxiliary  steamer  Young  Rover  sailed  from  Boston  on  the  13th 
instant  to  join  your  squadron. 

The  Sabine  has  probably  sailed  from  Portsmouth,  1ST.  H.,  also  to  join 
your  squadron. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

™  sUV,  a  n  a  Acting  Secretary. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Gomdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


Letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham , 
U.  S.  Vary,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  transmitting 
information  regarding  evidence,  required  in  prize  cases. 


Navy  Department,  September  14 , 1861. 

Sir  :  Herewith  enclosed  you  will  find  a  copy  of  a  communication  from 
Mr.  F.  D.  Smith,  U.  S.  district  attorney  of  New  York,  respecting  the 
evidence  which  is  necessary  in  prize  cases. 

The  Department  directs  that  in  all  cases  where  captures  are  sent  into 
port  for  adjudication  in  the  prize  court  you  will  have  these  rules  com¬ 
plied  with. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

New  York,  September  12 ,  1861. 

Sir:  Allow  me  to  call  your  attention  to  certain  features  of  the  rules 
of  the  II.  S.  district  court  for  this  district  relative  to  captures  made  by 
our  naval  officers  at  sea. 

These  rules  make  it  incumbent  on  the  captors,  first,  to  deliver  to  the 
judge,  or  to  the  prize  commissioners,  all  letters,  papers,  and  documents 
found  on  board  a  vessel  at  the  time  of  capture  and  to  accompany  these 
papers  by  an  affidavit  of  the  prize  master  who  brings  the  prize  into  this 
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district  verifying  them  as  having  been  taken  from  such  vessel;  second, 
to  produce  to  the  prize  commissioners,  for  examination  as  the  only  wit¬ 
nesses  required  or  even  allowed  in  the  case,  the  master,  mate,  super¬ 
cargo  (if  there  be  one),  and  two  or  more  of  the  seamen  attached  to  the 
captured  vessel. 

The  failure  to  send  such  papers  and  witnesses  may  hazard  the  con¬ 
demnation  of  the  best  prize  afloat.  In  some  cases  which  have  come 
before  us,  not  one  of  the  officers  or  crews  of  the  captured  vessels  has 
been  sent  in  by  the  captors,  and  thus  I  have  been  left  without  available 
testimony  on  which  to  procure  the  forfeiture  of  the  prize.  Allow  me 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Navy  Department  to  these  matters  and  to 
suggest  that  instructions  from  the  Department  to  commanders  of  vessels 
would  obviate  this  difficulty,  in  case  you  should  think  proper  to  give 
such  instructions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Delafield  Smith, 

U.  8.  District  Attorney. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham, 
U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  in  view  of  the 
expected  arrival  of  ex-  U.  S.  diplomatic  officials  appointed  from  South¬ 
ern  States. 


Navy  Department,  September  14, 1861. 

Sir  :  The  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  is  sent 
for  your  information  and  instruction,  as  therein  requested. 

The  Department  has  information  also  that  ex-Consul  Scott  will 
probably  arrive  in  this  country  by  a  Baltimore  vessel  via  the  Chesa¬ 
peake  Bay,  and  that  his  arrival  may  be  looked  for  hourly.  The  inform¬ 
ant  says  his  arrest  can  be  best  effected  at  the  capes  of  the  Chesapeake. 
If  you  can  secure  him,  deal  with  him  as  with  Meade. 

Yery  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham. 


[Enclosure.] 


Department  of  State, 

Washington ,  September  13,  1861. 

Sir:  It  is  understood  that  E.  K.  Meade,  late  IT.  S.  minister  at  Eio 
de  Janeiro,  lias  embarked  for  Baltimore  ou  his  return.  As  he  was 
appointed  from  Virginia,  however,  he  may  attempt  to  land  in  some  part 
of  that  State  adjacent  to  Hampton  Eoads.  I  will  consequently  thank 
you  to  instruct  the  commander  of  the  blockading  squadron  in  that 
quarter  to  examine  vessels  from  Eio  de  Janeiro  to  Baltimore,  and  if  Mr. 
Meade  should  be  found  on  board  of  one  of  them  to  secure  his  papers, 
arrest  him,  and  take  him  to  Fortress  Monroe  for  further  orders. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  H.  Seward. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham , 
N  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  transmitting 
information  regarding  steamer  Bermuda  and  other  blockade  runners. 

j^avy  Department,  September  14, 1861. 

xrSl^:  I  enclo?e  herewith  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  dispatch, 
No.  3o,  forwarded  to  this  Department  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  from 
the  U.  S.  vice-consul  at  Liverpool,  in  relation  to  the  Bermuda,  Thomas 
Watson,  and  S.  G.  Owens,  which  vessels  it  is  supposed  will  attempt  to 
evade  the  blockade  of  the  Southern  coast. 

I  also  enclose  a  copy  of  a  dispatch,  No.  20,  forwarded  to  this  Depart¬ 
ment  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  London,  in 
regard  to  the  steamer  Bermuda  and  her  cargo  of  arms  and  munitions 
and  the  continued  purchase  of  arms  and  their  shipment  by  agents  of 
the  insurgent  States. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CL  Y.  Fox, 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Strtngham,  Acting  Secretary. 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


[Enclosure.] 

IT.  S.  Consulate,  Liverpool,  August  23, 1861. 

Sir:  The  Bermuda  is  reported  in  the  Shipping  Gazette  to  have  sailed 
for  Havana  on  the  19th. 

The  Thomas  Watson,  referred  to  in  my  No.  29,  August  9,  has  been 
entered  for  Charleston  and  taken  on  board  350  tons  line  salt  in  bags. 
It  is  the  captain’s  intention  to  endeavor  to  run  the  blockade  either  at, 
Charleston  or  Wilmington.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  are  the  shippers  of 
the  salt. 

She  has  a  black  hull,  bright  lower  masts,  black  mastheads,  an  eagle 
on  her  stern;  has  two  whaleboats;  is  ship-rigged,  but  I  am  informed 
the  captain  intends  altering  the  mizzenmast  to  resemble  a  bark  after 
sailing. 

The  S.  G.  Owens,  referred  to  in  my  Nos.  30  and  31,  had  a  cargo  of  coal. 

A.  M.  Nevins,  of  New  Orleans,  has  bought  the  ship  Currituck,  of 
Baltimore,  here,  and  is.  I  am  informed,  in  treaty  for  other  vessels,  which 
he  purposes  loading  with  salt  and  trying  to  run  the  blockade. 

From  what  I  hear  I  have  no  doubt  that  many  other  vessels  similarly 
laden  which  are  clearing  for  the  British  provinces  and  other  ports  are 
intended  for  the  South  and  purpose  trying  to  run  the  blockade. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Wilding. 

Hon.  F.  W.  Seward, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 


[Enclosure.] 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

London,  August  24,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  several  dispatches  addressed  to  the  Department  of  State  in 
June  last,  but  more  especially  in  No.  10,  dated  the  22d  of  that  month, 
I  gave  the  particulars  in  regard  to  a  steamship,  then  building  at  Stock- 
ton,  on  the  river  Tees,  and  informed  you  that  she  had  been  purchased 
by  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  for  Confederates  living  in 
Charleston,  S.  C.  I  immediately  informed  Mr.  Wilding,  acting  consul 
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at  Liverpool,  as  Liverpool  is  not  half  the  distance  that  London  is  from 

Stockton.  . 

I  also  informed  Mr.  Adams,  U.  S.  minister,  and  Captain  W  alker,  U .  b. 
Navy,  of  what  I  liad  learned.  Mr.  Adams  was  kept  constantly  informed 
by  Mr.  Wilding  and  Mr.  Davy,  U.  S.  consul  at  Leeds,  of  her  progress. 

In  consequence  of  her  being  out  of  and  so  far  removed  from  my  con¬ 
sular  district,  and  the  watch  over  her  being  intrusted  to  others,  I  ha1*  e 
not  given  her  that  constant  attention  that  I  otherwise  should. 

The  gentleman  who  gave  me  the  information  contained  in  my  dispatch 
of  the  9th  instant  says  he  made  a  mistake  in  telling  me  as  he  did  that 
she  was  about  ready  to  launch,  and  that  he  intended  to  say  about  ready 
for  sea. 

I  make  this  statement  of  my  being  the  first  to  discover  the  true  char¬ 
acter  of  the  steamer  Bermuda  and  my  subsequent  connection  with  her 
that  you  may  not  think  me  unmindful  of  my  duty  required  of  me  here. 

As" you  have  been  informed,  the  Bermuda  sailed  from  Hartlepool,  a 
port  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tees,' on  the  18th  instant,  heavily  armed  with 
rifled  cannon  and  other  implements  of  war.  She  has  large  quantities 
of  powder,  cartridges,  rifles,  and  other  munitions  of  war  on  board. 

She  is  brig-rigged,  but  I  can  not  say  whether  she  is  rigged  in  the 
square  or  brigantine  style.  She  left  Hartlepool  under  English  colors 
and  with  not  much  above  the  usual  number  of  men  for  such  a  craft,  so 
far  as  known  to  us.  With  the  intention  of  first  getting  in  her  cargo 
she  may  go  direct  to  some  Southern  port  or  to  Cuba,  or  she  may  call  at 
some  out  of  the  way  place,  take  on  a  full  complement  of  men,  change 
her  name  and  colors,  and  be  ready  to  commence  her  piratical  work  at 
once. 

The  Southern  agents  here  have  more  funds  at  their  control  now  than 
at  any  other  time  since  I  have  been  here.  They  are  buying  all  the 
Enfield  rifles  they  can  get,  and  are  sending  them  a  few  hundred  at  a 
time  to  the  West  Indies,  and  perhaps  direct  to  unfrequented  Southern 
ports.  They  bought  this  week  of  one  of  the  largest  gunmakers  in  Lon¬ 
don  10,000  Mini6  rifles,  made  in  England  after  the  French  model  in 
1851  and  1852. 

The  English  Government  having  substituted  the  Enfield  for  the 
Minie,  sold  what  they  had  of  the  Minie,  the  above  10,000  being  a  part 
of  them.  The  Southern  agent  who  made  the  purchase  offered  very 
liberal  terms  for  all  the  Enfield  rifles  the  manufacturers  could  turn  out 
during  the  coming  six  months,  and  to  pay  cash  as  fast  as  they  can  be 
delivered. 

The  offer  will  be  accepted  or  refused  on  Monday  next,  and  I  shall  be 
informed  of  the  result. 

The  ship  Thomas  Watson ,  Captain  Allen,  a  secession  ship  owned  in 
Charleston,  is  now  loading  in  Liverpool  for  Charleston. 

Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  are  loading  her,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe 
that  cases  of  arms  which  have  left  this  city  this  week  are  to  be  shipped 
by  her.  She  is  a  sailing  ship,  and  will  be  ready  for  sea  next  week, 
when  I  will  communicate  more  fully  in  regard  to  her  cargo. 

The  Confederates  have  many  active  agents  here,  and  every  week  or 
two  brings  fresh  arrivals.  They  all  labor  hard  for  the  rebel  cause,  and 
by  great  activity  and  the  grossest  perversion  of  truth  they  infect  many 
minds  with  their  heresies. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  Morse, 

Consul. 


Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

United  States  Secretary  of  State. 
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Order  of  tlie  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Strinqham 
l.  S.  Navy  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  to  facilitate 

rrsr  * eer,aiH  o/  the  u-  si/™y »» 

Navy  Department,  September  14,  1861 
bra :  This  communication  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Mr  James  D 

Navy’  “d  latCly  a“  *° 
SOm6Where  fn  tUe  Viciuity  °f 

Uorthdei hTw  ™““un*cfte  "itb  tb«°  if  possible,  and  to  bring  them 
f  °  +>  e-vas’  as  lie  states>  been  requested  to  make  enquiry  respect¬ 

ing  the  families  of  other  officers  onboard  the  Lancaster,  viz,  Gunner 
Snian,  Carpenter  John  O.  Butler,  and  Sailmaker  Stanford,  and  if  pos¬ 
sible,  bring  them  North  should  they  desire  it.  7  ’  1  ° 

You  will  please  adopt  such  a  course  as  you  may  think  most  advisable 
for  accomplishing  the  wishes  of  Mr.  Wright  and  the  officers  named. 
You  are  authorized  to  send  a  flag  of  truce  to  Norfolk  for  the  purpose 
ot  ascertaining  what  arrangements  can  be  made  in  the  matter. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham,  or 

The  Senior  Commanding  Ofeicer  Present, 

Hampton  Hoads,  Virginia. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Dunlop,  R.  N.,  commanding  IT.  B  M  S  Chal¬ 
lenger,  to  Captain  Mercer,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wabash 
making  enquiry  regarding  the  blockade. 

H.  B.  M.  S.  Challenger, 

Off  Charleston ,  September  14,  1861. 

Sir  :  It  having  been  reported  to  me  by  Commodore  Lyons,  of  H.  B.  M. 
ship  Racer,  that  during  his  progress  along  the  coast  from  Cape  Florida 
to  Cape  Fear  he  found  only  the  ports  of  Savannah  and  Charleston 
under  blockade  by  the  United  States  squadron,  I  have  the  honor  to 
notify  the  same  to  you,  and  I  will  feel  much  obliged  by  your  informing 
me  whether,  subsequently  to  the  RaceFs  being  on  that  part  of  the  coast 
of  America  in  July  last,  any  force  has  been  stationed  off*  the  ports  and 
inlets  between  Savannah  and  Cape  Florida  for  the  purpose  of  establish¬ 
ing  the  blockade  of  the  same. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  of  expressing  the  consideration 
with  which  I  am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant,  Hugh  Dunlop, 

Commodore,  First  Class. 

Captain  Mercer, 

U.  S.  S.  Wabash. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  the  movements  of  certain  vessels  of  his 
command. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads ,  September  15,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  arrival  this 
morning  of  the  U.  S.  s[hip]  St.  Lawrence,  Captain  n.  Y.  Purviance, 
and  the  Dale,  Commander  E.  M.  Yard,  requiring  provisions  and  water. 
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The  U.  S.  sfhip]  Savannah ,  Captain  J.  B.  Hull,  leaves  to-morrow  to 
blockade  off  Savannah. 

Fleet  Captain  A.  Ludlow  Case  and  Chief  Engineer  Charles  H.  Lor- 
ing  have  gone  to  Baltimore  to  examine  the  steamer  Baltimore ,  as  ordered 
in  letter  from  the  Department  dated  September  11,  1861,  enclosing 
descriptions  of  the  steamer. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer ,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Letter  from  Commander  Korean,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 

Pawnee,  to  Captain  Chauncey,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Sus¬ 
quehanna,  suggesting  cooperative  movement  to  prevent  the  removal  of 

(tuns  from  Beacon  Island. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Hatteras  Inlet,  September  15,  1861. 

Sir:  I  am  credibly  informed  this  morning  that  the  steamboat  Wins¬ 
low  is  at  Beacon  Island  taking  off  the  guns. 

I  shall  start  the  launch  in  the  morning  in  tow  of  the  tug  Fanny,  to 
prevent  it  and  destroy  the  guns.  I  am  told  that  some  of  the  guns  are 
mounted.  If  they  are  we  shall  be  compelled  to  retire,  as  we  are  not 
armed  for  such  resistance. 

I  would  suggest  that  the  presence  of  your  ship  (which  the  pilot 
informs  me  can  get  within  2£  miles  of  the  island)  would  have  a  happy 
effect,  as  your  pivot  guns  could  make  them  uncomfortable. 

The  tug  I  send  this  by  is  at  your  service  at  daylight  in  the  morning, 
provided  she  can  pass  Ocracoke  bar,  for  the  purpose  of  towing  in  your 
launches  and  boats. 

There  are  from  18  to  20  guns  at  Roanoke  Island  and  there  are  4  guns 
at  Portsmouth  [N.  C.].  The  carriages  of  all  the  guns  are  burned. 
I  am  just  informed  that  the  rudderstock  of  the  Fanny  is  too  much 
broken  to  trust  even  in  the  sound  without  repair.  I  have  directed  the 
repairs  to  be  made.  The  work  being  in  iron,  I  fear  we  have  not  the 
means  of  welding  so  heavy  a  piece. 

I  regret,  sir,  that  I  can  not  do  anything  at  present  to  prevent  the 
enemy  from  taking  away  guns  that  may  annoy  us  hereafter. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

S.  C.  Rowan, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  J.  S.  Chauncey, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  requesting  to  be  relieved  from  command  of  the  Atlantic  Blockad¬ 
ing  Squadron. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads ,  September  16,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  a  letter*  from  the 
Department  dated  September  14,  1861. 

*  See  p.  210, 


ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


217 


The  tenor  of  this  letter  is  of  such  character  that  I  can  not  but  con¬ 
strue  it  into  disapprobation  of  my  efforts  to  carry  out  the  objects  con¬ 
templated  in  the  formation  of  the  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  intrust  to  my  command. 

I  have  labored  night  and  day  with  the  vessels  at  my  disposal  to 
blockade  the  Southern  coast  and  perform  all  other  duty  intrusted 
to  me. 

That  I  have  not  been  satisfied  with  the  vessels  provided  me  for  that 
service,  either  in  character  or  number,  I  have  been  obliged  to  apprise 
the  Department  from  time  to  time,  as  I  considered  it  my  duty  to  do. 

After  all  my  labors  in  behalf  of  my  Government  with  the  means 
provided  me,  it  is  truly  unpleasant  to  be  censured  by  newspaper  editors 
and  anonymous  correspondents;  but  when  received  over  the  signature 
of  my  official  superior  I  have  but  one  recourse  left  me,  which  I  respect¬ 
fully  though  regrettingly  ask,  that  I  may  be  relieved  from  my  present 
command  and  be  permitted  to  serve  my  country  in  her  hour  of  trial  in 
a  more  humble  and  consequently  less  responsible  position. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag  Officer ,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


General  report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  transmitting  reports  of  vessels  hoarded 

and  captured  by  the  U.  S.  ships  Bale  and  St.  Lawrence. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads ,  September  16 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  now  twenty  men  on  board  this  ship — from  the  stone 
schooners  yet  lying  here — to  enquire  of  me  what  they  are  to  do,  as  their 
time  has  expired. 

I  am  so  entirely  unacquainted  with  the  terms  upon  which,  these  ves¬ 
sels  and  the  men  have  been  purchased,  hired,  etc.,  that  I  must  beg  the 
Department  will  send  Commander  Stellwagen  to  this  point  to  settle 
this  matter. 

My  reason  for  sending  the  Flag  to  Washington  for  repairs  was  that 
in  my  judgment  it  would  be  the  means  of  preparing  her  earliest  to 
resume  her  station.  As  to  her  being  repaired  at  Newport  News,  I  con¬ 
sider  it,  with  the  means  I  have,  impossible. 

The  vessel  spoken  of,  which  you  suggest  might  have  taken  her  place 
off  Charleston,  from  the  report  made  to  me  by  her  captain,  I  consider 
wholly  unfit  for  Atlantic  blockading. 

The  Jamestown  was  sent  to  New  York  because  I  could  not  repair  her 
tanks  here;  one  had  burst,  losing  thereby  a  large  quantity  of  water, 
and  her  captain  anticipated  the  bursting  of  others.  The  vessel  could 
at  the  same  time  be  provisioned.  Enclosed  please  find  reports  of  Dale, 
St.  Laivrence,  Daylight ,  and  Paivnee.* 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer ,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


*  See  p.  207. 
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[Enclosures.]  ' 

List  of  vessels  boarded  by  the  U.  S.  ship  Dale  during  her  cruise  from  the  11th  of  August  to 

the  14th  of  September,  1861. 

August  11. — Cape  Henry  bearing  N.  W.  JN.,  distant  30  miles;  English 
brig  C.  Sherman ,  from  New  York,  bound  for  Tabasco,  Mexico. 

August  12. — Intercepted  an  American  schooner  with  released  prison¬ 
ers  on  board  from  Hatteras  Inlet.  She  was  boarded  by  the  IT.  S.  S. 
Union,  which  had  just  then  joined  company;  sent  a  boat  on  board  the 
Union ;  bore  away  in  company  with  her  for  the  Gulf,  oft-  Cape  Hatteras. 

August  13. — Off  Bodie’s  Island  light-house  boarded  brig  Eosway 
Belle,  of  Grand  Turk,  bound  into  Baltimore  in  distress  for  a  new  main¬ 
mast. 

August  14. — Off  Bodie’s  Island  light-house  spoke  British  war  steamer 
Oladiator.  At  4  p.  m.  passed  her,  steering  N.  N.  W. 

August  16. — In  latitude  35°  30',  longitude  75°  W.,  spoke  brig  Ocean 
Wave,  from  Havana  for  New  York,  in  ballast. 

August  18. — Off  Kill  Devil  Hills  [North  Carolina]  boarded  the  bark 
Seneca,  from  Montevideo  for  Baltimore. 

August  19. — Off  Currituck,  boarded  British  bark  Queen  of  the  Lake, 
from  Rio  de  Janeiro  for  Baltimore;  reported  that  she  had  been  ordered 
oft'  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi. 

August  21. — Off  Kill  Devil  Hills  boarded  British  brig  Chesapeake, 
from  Baltimore  for  Demerara. 

August  22. — Hove  to  and  sent  a  boat  to  IT.  S.  S.  Seminole,  bound  to 
Hampton  Roads  with  prize  pilot  boat. 

August  23. — Spoke  IT.  S.  ship  Cumberland ;  sent  a  boat  aboard. 

August  24. — Boarded  schooner  Florida ,  from  Bahama  Islands,  bound 
to  New  York;  also  spoke  bark  Camden,  of  Boothbay,  from  Sagua  la 
Grande,  bound  to  New  York.  Off  Bodie’s  Island  light  house  boarded 
schooner  Jamestoivn,  from  Philadelphia  for  Key  West,  in  distress.  At 
10:30  p.  m.  passed  a  lage  ship  on  the  opposite  tack;  cleared  for  action. 

.August  25. — Off  Bodie’s  Island  lighthouse  boarded  British  schooner 
Elvira,  from  Philadelphia  for  Nassau,  New  Providence;  was  out  of  her 
reckoning.  At  the  same  time  saw  a  side-wheel  steamer  under  steam 
and  sail;  she  showed  French  colors  and  proved  to  be  a  French  man-of- 
war;  passed  us  about  2  miles  distant. 

August 27. — Showed  our  colors  to  an  American  man-of-war  steamer. 

August  29. — Spoke  and  sent  a  boat  on  board  IT.  S.  S.  Iroquois,  bound 
to  Hampton  Roads. 

August  30. — Boarded  schooner  William  L.  Montague,  from  Pernam¬ 
buco  for  Baltimore. 

August  31. — At  6  a.  m.  showed  our  colors  to  a  large  man-of-war 
steamer  standing  to  northward;  received  no  answer.  Spoke  IT.  S.  S. 
Rhode  Island,  Cape  Hatteras  bearing  S.  W.  by  W.,  distant  14  miles. 

September  1. — Sent  a  boat  on  board  U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna ;  immediately 
afterwards  boarded  steamer  Columbia,  from  New  York,  bound  to 
Havana. 

September  2. — In  latitude  36°  03',  longitude  75°  13'  W.,  boarded 
schooner  Abby  Bradford,  in  charge  of  prize  crew;  also  bark  Flying 
Cloud,  from  Rio  de  Janeiro;  discovered  an  English  propeller  sloop  of 
war  wearing  a  white  English  ensign;  boarded  schooner  Bed  Wing,  for 
Baltimore,  and  bark  Miranda,  from  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

September  8.— Boarded  brig  Frances  Jane,  bound  to  Puerto  Rico. 
Twenty-five  miles  E.  of  Bodie’s  Island,  bearing  W.,  boarded  British 
schooner  Revere,  from  Halifax,  bound  to  Key  West. 
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September  9.— Spoke  schooner  Frances  Burdett,  from  Sisal,  bound  to 
New  York. 

September  11. — At  9  p.  m.  discovered  a  large  steamer,  supposed  to  be 
tlie  U.  S.  S.  Flag  from  number.  After  passing  around  us  she  bore  away 
to  the  northward. 

September  14. — Spoke  the  Norwegian  brig  Alert ,  from  Rio,  bound  to 
Baltimore;  boarded  tlie  schooner  Velma  off  Currituck,  from  Aspinwall, 
bound  to  Philadelphia;  reported  that  she  had  left  the  U.  S.  brig 
Bainbridge  at  Aspinwall  and  was  boarded  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Richmond  off 
Cape  San  Antonio. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  M.  Yard, 

Commander. 


Flag-Officer  Silas  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


List  of  vessels  boarded,  spolcen,  and  captured  by  TJ.  S.  ship  St.  Lawrence. 


Name. 

Where  from. 

Where  bound. 

Lati¬ 

tude. 

Longi¬ 

tude. 

Remarks. 

British  brig  Herald. 

Beaufort,  N.  C.. 

Liverpool . 

N. 

35°  25' 

W. 

74°  32' 

16th  July,  1861,  sent  with 

34°  15' 

72°  47' 

prize  crew  to  Hampton 
Roads,  subject  to  deci¬ 
sion  of  Flag-Officer  S.  H. 
Stringham. 

19th  July,  spoken. 

20th  July,  spoken. 

Schooner  Mohawk . . 

Puerto  Rico - 

New  York .... 

34°  12' 

73°  12' 

Schooner  Elizabeth 

Turk's  Islands  . 

Holmes  Hole. 

34°  18' 

72°  38' 

21st  July,  spoken. 

and  Jane. 

British  war  steamer 

On  a  cruise . 

New  York  .. . . 

33°  43' 

74°  08' 

24th  July,  spoken. 

Gladiator. 

Privateer  schooner 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

First  cruise. . . 

32°  30' 

79°  09' 

28th  J uly,  hoisted  rebel  flag 

Petrel. 

Cork . 

34°  56' 

76°  35' 

and  tired  3  shot.  We 
opened  forecastle  battery, 
and  after  a  few  shot  she 
went  down.  Prisoners 
rescued  and  sent  north 
by  steamer  Flag. 

12th  September,  boarded. 

Do. 

Brig  Alert . 

Rio  de  Janeiro. . 

Baltimore  .... 

34°  56' 

75°  25' 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron ,  acknowledging  Department’s  letters. 

IT.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  September  16,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  letter  from  the 
Department,  September  14,  in  reference  to  the  Gemsbok,  which  has 
been  complied  with.  She  will  sail  immediately  for  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Also  one  of  same  date  enclosing  copy  of  communication  from  E. 
Delafield  Smith,  esq.,  U.  S.  district  attorney,  New  York.  This  I  have 
complied  with,  and  will  continue  to  instruct  my  officers  to  observe. 

Also  letter  of  same  date  enclosing  copy  of  letter  from  honorable 
Secretary  of  State  in  reference  to  R.  K.  Meade  and  ex-Consul  Scott. 
I  have  sent  word  to  the  officer  blockading  at  the  cape  to  look  out  for 
these  persons. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag  Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


220  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

* 

Report  of  Commander  Yard,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  8.  ship  Dale , 
reguesting  additional  guns  for  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Ship  Dale, 
Hampton  Roads ,  September  16,  1861. 

Sir:  With  the  approbation  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  I  have  the 
honor  to  apply  for  two  rifled  guns  of  appropriate  size,  to  be  added  to 
the  battery  of  this  ship.  Her  present  armament,  which  consists  of 
short  32-pounders,  renders  her,  for  the  service  upon  which  she  is 
employed,  very  inefficient. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  M.  Yard, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Endorsement.] 

September  18  [1861]. 

In  the  distribution  of  rifle  guns  I  have  been  anxious,  as  fast  as  they 
could  be  prepared,  to  place  them  to  the  best  advantage  for  the  service. 
To  this  end  I  have  been  careful  to  obtain  the  necessary  information 
from  the  Department.  The  frequency  of  direct  applications  to  the 
Department  for  alterations  in  ships’  batteries  induces  me  to  remark 
that  these  applications  should  be  addressed  to  the  Bureau,  and  only  to 
the  Department  in  case  of  appeal. 

Very  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

Andrew  A.  Harwood, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 


Letter  from  Commander  Rowan ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  8.  Pawnee, 
to  Captain  Chauncey,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Susquehanna , 
regarding  the  expedition  to  Beacon  Island ,  North  Carolina. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

Hatteras  Inlet,  Monday  Morning,  September  16,  1861. 
Sir:  The  favorable  appearance  of  the  weather  has  decided  [me]  to 
send  my  cooperating  force  outside.  1  have  accordingly  directed  the 
officer  in  command  of  my  force  to  proceed  in  the  Fanny  direct  for  Ocra- 
coke  Bar  with  our  launch  in  tow,  and  to  remain  outside  subject  to  your 
order.  I  send  the  Tempest  with  directions  to  report  to  you.  This  tug 
I  commend  to  your  care  as  she  draws  feet  water  and  can  not  return 
through  the  sound. 

When  you  have  fulfilled  the  object  of  the  expedition  will  you  be 
pleased  to  direct  the  Fanny  and  our  launch  to  return  to  this  ship 
through  the  sound,  unless  in  your  good  discretion  you  consider  the 
weather  sufficiently  smooth,  and  the  hour  of  departure  appropriate  to 
reach  this  bar  and  cross  it  in  safety  with  the  launch  in  tow. 

If  the  Tempest  can  not  cross  the  bar,  will  you  be  pleased  to  send  her 
back,  and  if  you  wish  it,  she  could  bring  your  prize  schooner  with  her. 
The  Tempest  has  about  two  days’  coal  on  board. 

I  send  all  the  sledges  and  chisels  I  have  to  break  trunnions,  etc.,  and 
shall,  if  possible,  obtain  from  the  fort  a  few  round  shot  (32-pounder), 
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which  might  be  used  in  firing  one  gun  against  the  trunnions  of  the 
other.  I  hope  you  have  experienced  men  to  use  the  sledges. 

Hoping  the  expedition  may  be  entirely  successful, 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[S.  C.  Rowan,] 

„  A  „  Commander ,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Captain  Chauncey,  j 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Susquehanna. 


Letter  from  Commander  Rowan ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Pawnee 

to  Captain  Chauncey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna!. 

regarding  the  expedition  to  Beacon  Island ,  North  Carolina. 

IT.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Hatteras  Inlet ,  September  16,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  made  all  arrangements  last  night  to  send  our  cooperating  force 
outside,  but  the  surf  is  so  bad  on  the  bar  this  morning  that  I  am  com¬ 
pelled  to  change  back  to  the  original  plan  of  going  down  to  Ocracoke 
through  the  sound. 

I  send  the  Tempest  with  directions  to  report  to  you.  She  has  two  or 
three  days’  coal,  and  water  for  the  same  time.  I  send  my  best  pilot  in 
the  Tempest  and  hope  she  will  be  able  to  render  good  service.  As  this 
boat  can  not  come  back  through  the  sound  nor  cross  the  bar  when  it  is 
very  rough,  I  fear  you  may  have  some  trouble  in  taking  care  of  her. 

I  will  hoist  No.  0  at  the  mizzen  when  the  Fanny  and  launch  leave  the 
ship,  and  have  directed  them  to  meet  your  force  and  report  to  your 
commanding  officer  at  Ocracoke.  You  will  find  them  east  of  Beacon 
Island. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[S.  C.  Rowan,] 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  Chauncey, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Susquehanna. 


Destruction  of  Confederate  fortifications  on  Beacon  Island.  Ocracoke  Inlet, 
North  Carolina ,  September  17,  1861. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  TJ.  S  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

transmitting  reports  of  officers. 

IT.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  September  22,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor,  in  my  last  official  communication  as  fiag- 
officer  of  the  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  and  pleasure  of  informing 
the  Department,  from  reports  herewith  forwarded,  of  Commander  S.  C. 
Bowan,  that  by  aid  of  the  small  steamer  Fanny ,  under  command  of 
Lieutenant  James  G.  Maxwell,  the  property  of  the  rebels  at  Ocracoke 
Inlet  has  been  destroyed,  and  that  point  is  ready  for  being  closed  up,  as 
proposed  by  the  Department,  or  being  occupied  as  at  Hatteras  Inlet. 

If  I  may  be  permitted  to  offer  advice  or  suggestion,  I  would  respect¬ 
fully  say,  do  with  Ocracoke  what  has  been  done  at  Hatteras,  occupy, 
hold,  use,  and  possess. 
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If  these  points  are  valuable  to  rebels,  they  are  only  the  more  so  under 
present  circumstances  to  the  Government. 

I  think  800  or  1,000  troops,  with  the  assistance  of  the  vessels,  will  be 
all-sufficient  for  this  purpose. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer ,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Hatteras  Inlet,  September  18,  1861. 

Sir  :  On  Saturday,  the  11th  instant,  I  gave  a  pass  to  one  of  the 
people  on  Hatteras  Island  to  go  to  Ocracoke  Inlet  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  his  family  from  Portsmouth.  I  directed  this  person  to  examine 
the  forts  on  Beacon  Island  and  Portsmouth  Island  and  bring  me  a  true 
report  of  the  condition  of  things,  the  number  of  guns  mounted,  if  any, 
and  the  number  dismounted,  whether  any  troops  were  there,  and 
whether  the  gun  carriages  had  all  been  burned  or  not,  and  to  report 
the  result  to  me  on  his  return. 

On  Sunday  morning,  the  15th  instant,  the  boat  came  alongside,  with 
the  man  and  his  wife  and  children  in  a  destitute  state;  we  gave  them 
food,  and  the  surgeon  prescribed  and  furnished  medicine  for  the  sick  of 
the  family.  The  man  reported  that  there  are  twenty  guns  in  Fort 
Beacon  and  four  8-inch  shell  guns  at  Portsmouth;  that  the  guns  were 
spiked  and  the  carriages  burned  on  the  1st  instant,  as  already  reported 
to  you.  He  also  stated  that  a  steamer  came  to  Beacon  Island  before 
he  left  Portsmouth  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  off  the  guns.  I  imme¬ 
diately  determined  to  use  all  the  means  at  my  command  to  prevent  the 
removal  of  the  guns,  and  forthwith  got  the  steamer  Fanny  alongside  to 
prepare  for  this  service,  and  had  the  launch  armed  and  equipped.  I 
sent  a  request  to  Colonel  Hawkins  to  give  me  as  many  of  the  naval  bri¬ 
gade  as  could  be  spared,  which  he  cheerfully  complied  with.  When  the 
Fanny  was  brought  alongside,  her  iron  rudder  perch  [post]  was  found  so 
much  injured  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  send  her  without  repairs; 
so  the  forge  was  gotten  up,  and  the  clink  of  hammers  soon  succeeded 
the  voices  of  the  crew  in  their  responses  to  our  usual  Sunday  morning 
service. 

I  dispatched  the  information  to  Captain  Chauncey  in  the  offing,  who 
promptly  informed  me  that  he  would  send  in  four  boats  and  all  the 
marines.  I  sent  him  word  that  I  would  have  great  pleasure  in  cooper¬ 
ating  with  him  as  senior  officer,  and  would  send  him  the  Tempest  to  tow 
his  boats  over  Ocracoke  Bar. 

At  daylight  on  Monday  morning  the  Fanny  was  towed  alongside  and 
her  rudder  temporarily  fitted.  The  naval  brigade  was  taken  on  board 
with  four  days’  provisions  and  water;  the  launch  similarly  provided  for. 

The  expedition  being  carefully  organized  and  provided  with  sledge 
hammers  to  break  off  the  trunnions,  and  32-pounder  shot  and  twenty 
7-pound  cartridges  to  be  used  in  firing  one  gun  against  the  trunnion  of 
another,  left  this  ship  at  half  past  7  o’clock;  the  launch  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  Eastman  in  tow  of  the  Fanny ;  tlie  expedition  under  com 
maml  of  Lieutenant  Maxwell,  the  executive  officer  of  this  ship. 

I  dispatched  the  tug  Tempest  to  Captain  Chauncey,  she  drawing  too 
much  water  to  enter  the  sound.  At  10  o’clock  the  Susquehanna  and  tug 
started  for  the  inlet.  On  the  evening  of  the  same  day  the  tug  and 
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Susquehanna  returned  and  anchored  off  Fort  Clark.  The  tug  came  in 
next  morning,  and  the  pilot  informed  me  that  the  force  from  the  Sus¬ 
quehanna  did  not  enter  Ocracoke  in  consequence  of  the  surf. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the.  17th  instant  I  felt  much  anxiety  for  our 
expedition. 

The  Susquehanna  remained  at  anchor  in  the  offing  and  our  force  was 
left  to  take  care  of  itself. 


Early  this  morning  the  lookout  at  the  masthead  gave  us  the  gratify¬ 
ing  intelligence  that  our  expedition  was  in  sight,  and  it  reached  the 
ship  about  11  o’clock. 

Lieutenants  Maxwell  and  Eastman  performed  the  service  with  ability 
and  energy  and  bore  [have]  my  thanks. 

The  destruction  of  the  fort  is  complete,  and  twenty-two*  guns  dis¬ 
abled;  these  are  all  the  guns  that  were  there,  with  the  exception  of  two 
taken  off  in  the  steamboat  Albemarle  on  Sunday. 

The  destruction  of  the  guns  was  with  me  a  necessity.  I  had  no 
means  of  transporting  them  nor  defending  them  in  their  position.  I 
therefore  hope  my  course  will  meet  your  approval. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  Lieutenant  Maxwell’s  report,  giving  all  the  details 
of  this  important  service,  which  was  performed  without  an  accident  of 
any  kind. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commander. 


Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Squadron. 


[Subenclosure.] 

IT.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Hatteras  Inlet,  September  18,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that,  in  compliance  with  your  orders  of  the 
16th,  I  started  for  Ocracoke  on  that  day  in  the  steamer  Fanny,  towing 
the  Pawnee^s  launch.  Lieutenant  Eastman  had  charge  of  the  latter, 
with  22  men  and  6  marines  from  the  ship,  the  12-pounder  howitzer,  and 
I  had  on  board  6  men  and  61  soldiers  of  the  naval  brigade  under  Lieu¬ 
tenants  Tillotson  and  Iiowe. 

We  arrived  within  2  miles  of  the  fort  on  Beacon  Island  at  11  a.  m., 
when  the  Fanny  grounded.  I  sent  Lieutenant  Eastman  in  the  launch 
to  sound  for  the  channel.  While  he  was  so  occupied,  a  sailboat  with 
two  men  put  off  from  Portsmouth  to  cross  the  sound.  A  shot  from  the 
Fanny  brought  them  alongside,  and  they  piloted  us  to  withiu  a  hundred 
yards  of  the  fort.  It  is  called  Fort  Ocracoke,  and  is  situated  on  the 
seaward  face  of  Beacon  Island ;  it  was  entirely  deserted.  It  is  octagonal 
in  shape,  contains  four  shell  rooms  about  25  feet  square,  and  in  the 
center  a  large  bombproof  of  100  feet  square,  with  the  magazine  within 
it.  Directly  above  the  magazine  on  each  side  were  four  large  tanks 
containing  water. 

The  fort  has  been  constructed  with  great  care  of  sand  barrace,  cov¬ 
ered  with  earth  and  turf.  The  inner  framing  of  the  bombproof  was 
built  of  heavy  pine  timbers.  There  were  platforms  for  twenty  guns 
which  had  been  partially  destroyed  by  lire.  The  gun  carriages  had 
been  all  burned.  There  were  18  guns  in  the  fort,  viz,  4  8-inch  shell 
guns  and  14  long  32-pounders. 

The  steamer  Albemarle  left  on  Sunday  afternoon,  carrying  off-  two 
guns.  I  found  150  barrels  also,  many  of  them  filled  with  water;  there 
being  no  water  in  the  fort,  they  had  brought  it  from  Washington  and 
New  Berne. 
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I  landed  the  men  at  1:30  o’clock  and  commenced  breaking  off  tlie 
trunnions  of  the  gnns. 

While  a  portion  of  our  men  and  naval  brigade  were  so  employed,  1 
sent  Lieutenant  Eastman  in  the  launch  to  Portsmouth,  where  he  found 
three  8-inch  navy  shell  guns  lying  on  the  beach  and  one  mounted  on  a 
carriage.  They  had  all  been  spiked.  There  was  no  battery  erected 
there,  although  we  were  informed  that  one  would  have  been  built  but 
for  our  coming. 

There  had  been  a  camp  at  Portsmouth  called  Camp  Washington,  but 
a  portion  of  the  troops  were  sent  to  Port  Hatteras  when  it  was  attacked 
on  August  28,  and  the  remainder  retired  to  the  mainland. 

Portsmouth,  which  formerly  contained  450  inhabitants,  was  nearly 
deserted,  but  the  people  are  expected  to  return.  Those  remaining  seem 
to  be  Union  men,  and  expressed  satisfaction  at  our  coming. 

Lieutenant  Eastman  assured  them  that  they  would  not  be  molested 
by  the  Government  and  that  they  might  return  to  their  usual  occupa¬ 
tion.  There  are  no  entrenchments  nor  guns  at  Ocracoke.  The  fisher¬ 
men  and  pilots  who  fled  after  our  attack  have  generally  returned.  I 
tried  to  destroy  the  guns  by  breaking  the  trunnions  off  with  sledges 
and  by  dropping  solid  shot  upon  them  from  an  elevation,  with  little 
success.  I  then  fired  solid  shot  from  a  64-pounder  at  them,  and  in  this 
manner  disabled  them. 

Lieutenant  Eastman  disabled  the  guns  at  Portsmouth  by  breaking 
off  the  cascabels  and  leaving  them  in  the  salt  water  on  the  beach. 
After  destroying  the  guns  I  collected  all  the  lumber,  barrace,  and 
wheelbarrows  and  placed  them  in  and  about  the  bombproof,  set  fire  to 
the  pile  and  entirely  destroyed  it.  A  light-ship,  which  had  been  used 
as  a  storeship,  and  which  was  run  upon  the  shore  some  distance  from 
the  fort,  with  the  intention  of  subsequently  towing  off  and  arming,  I 
also  set  fire  to.  At  6:30  this  morning  I  started  on  our  return.  We 
met  with  no  detention  and  arrived  safely  with  all  hands  at  11 : 30  a.  m. 
I  am  happy  to  report  that  the  conduct  of  our  men  and  the  naval  bri¬ 
gade  was  excellent  Lieutenant  Eastman,  and  Lieutenants  Tillotson 
and  Eowe  of  the  naval  brigade,  rendered  me  most  efficient  assistance. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  Maxwell, 
Lieutenant ,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

U.  S.  8.  Pawnee. 


Report  of  Captain  Chauncey,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ,  S.  S.  Susquehanna. 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna, 

Off  Hatteras  Inlet,  September  19,  1861. 

Sir  :  Commander  Rowan  having  received  information  that  the  rebels 
at  Ocracoke  were  attempting  to  carry  off  the  guns  mounted  on  the  fort 
at  Beacon  Island  and  at  Portsmouth,  an  expedition  was  immediately 
prepared,  consisting  of  the  steamer  Fanny  and  the  launch  of  the  Pawnee, 
to  go  through  the  sound,  while  this  ship  should  proceed  to  the  nearest 
point  off  Ocracoke,  with  her  boats  fully  prepared  and  armed,  to  supxiort 
the  party  from  the  Paivnee.  On  Monday  morning,  the  16th  instant,  we 
were  off’  the  bar  at  Ocracoke,  with  the  tug  Tempest  and  a  pilot  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  in  my  boats,  2  launches,  2  cutters  with  2  howitzers, 
and  26  marines. 

In  consequence  of  the  late  northerly  and  easterly  winds,  we  found 
the  bar  utterly  impassable,  the  surf  breaking  over  the  entire  channel; 
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consequently  my  boats  were  unable  to  enter,  much  to  my  regret.  The 
aunch  from  the  Fanny  landed  at  the  fort  at  Beacon  Island,  hoisted  the 
Ameriean  flag,  destroyed  1  8-inch  63-hundredweight  and  13  32-pounders 
ot  o3  hundredweight,  also  the  tort  itself.  They  also  destroyed  4  32- 
pounders  of  27  hundredweight  at  the  town  of  Portsmouth.  No  resist¬ 
ance  was  offered,  as  I  understand,  as  the  place  has  been  comparatively 
aesertea. 


The  light-boat  inside,  with  a  quantity  of  stores  on  board,  was  burned. 

The  expedition  returned  in  safety  on  Wednesday,  the  18th  instant. 

It  is  rumored  that  there  are  10,000  men  at  Beaufort,  busily  fortifying 
the  place,  being  apprehensive  of  an  attack. 

One  of  the  ships  lying  inside  at  Beaufort  is  reported  to  be  the  Alli¬ 
ance,  now  hailing  from  Liverpool,  but  believed  to  be  owned  in  Charles¬ 
ton,  S.  C.  She  was  laden  with  railroad  iron,  but  believed  to  have  arms 
beneath  the  iron  rails,  which,  when  last  heard  from,  through  a  letter 
fiom  the  U.  S.  consul  at  St.  John,  was  in  that  port,  suspected  of  an 
intention  to  run  the  blockade,  in  which  it  appears  she  has  succeeded. 
She  is  probably  now  loading  with  cotton  for  Europe.  She  had  been 
ordered  off  from  Charleston  some  time  previously  by  the  blockading 
squadron.  b 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  S.  Chauncey, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  Silas  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  /Squadron . 


Letter  of  commendation  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy, 

commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Pawnee. 

Navy  Department,  September  25, 1861. 

Sir:  Flag-Officer  Stringham  has  forwarded  to  me  your  report  dated 
the  18th  instant,  and  enclosures,  relative  to  the  expedition  dispatched 
by  you  to  Ocracoke. 

The  Department  is  happy  to  express  its  appreciation  and  approval  of 
your  proceedings,  and  of  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  engaged 
in  the  expedition,  who  seem  to  have  executed  promptly  and  efficiently 
the  duty  assigned  them. 

Your  communication*  of  the  20th  instant,  respecting  the  Neuse  River, 
and  other  matters,  has  also  been  received  and  read  with  interest. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Paivnee ,  Hatteras  Inlet. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  acknoicledging 
receipt  of  reports  and  commending  the  action  of  the  officers  of  his 
command. 

Navy  Department,  September  17, 1861. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  12th  and  13th  instant,  No. 
173,  enclosing  reports!  of  Commander  Charles  Green  and  Commander 


*  See  p.  240. 
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S.  C.  Rowan,  respectively.  The  proceedings  of  those  officers  receive 
the  commendation  and  approval  of  the  Department.  The  papers  found 
on  board  the  Susan  Jane  and  sent  by  you  to  the  Department  have  been 
transmitted  to  the  district  attorney  at  Philadelphia,  at  which  port  the 

vessel  arrived.  .  .  .  . 

Your  dispatches  numbered  as  follows,  and  requiring  no  special 

answer,  have  been  received,  viz,  Nos.  172,  174,  17/,  and  ISO. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham,  .  . 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringlmm ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  affairs  of  his  squadron. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  September  17, 1861. 

Sir:  I  wish  most  respectfully  to  inform  the  Department  that  in 
ordering  the  Flag  to  Washington  for  repairs,  and  the  Jamestown  to 
New  York,  it  was  far  from  my  desire  or  intention  to  assume  any 
authority.  I  was  only  governed  by  an  earnest  desire  to  expedite  mat¬ 
ters,  knowing  full  well  our  limited  means  for  repairing  at  this  point. 

In  future  I  shall  await  patiently  advices  from  the  Department. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you,  from  a  report*  of  Lieutenant  Commanding 
A.  Murray,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Louisiana ,  that  at  the  time  the  Yorktown 
came  down  and  opened  fire  his  vessel  was  within  range  of  the  rebel 
steamer,  and  that  he  struck  her  with  rifled  shot  twice,  one  penetrating 
her  quarter,  the  other  striking  the  iron  plating. 

The  cause  of  my  keeping  vessels  at  Newport  News  is  fear  of  an 
attack  by  the  rebels.  They  have  two  steamers  up  the  James  River 
which  they  are  very  anxious  to  get  down. 

One  I  understand  is  leaking,  and  will  no  doubt  make  a  bold  push  for 
Norfolk,  where  they  can  dock  her. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  Savannah  sailed 
to-day  to  blockade  off  Savannah. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  September  17,  1861. 

Detain  Congress  at  Hampton  Roads  until  further  orders. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 

Care  of  M.  N.  Falls,  Baltimore. 

Mr.  Falls  will  forward  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham  by  boat  this  evening. 


*  See  p.  208. 
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General  report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham ,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  Atlan¬ 
tic  Blockading  Squadron. 

IT.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  September  18,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  Flan  has 
arrived.  J 

I  shall  repair  her  as  soon  as  possible.  1  have  no  timber  in  the  squad¬ 
ron  such  as  she  requires,  but  I  hope  to  find  it  at  the  fort. 

The  Aimj  has  just  applied  to  me  for  two  of  the  stone  schooners  to 
carry  to  Hatteras;  can  I  comply  with  their  request? 

I  have  received  the  letter  of  the  Department  in  reference  to  the  late 
collision  of  the  Flag  and  Susquehanna ,  and  have  called  upon  Captain 
Chauncey  and  Commander  Sartori  to  make  a  full  report,  which  I  will 
forward  when  received. 

The  Gemsbok  went  to  sea  last  night;  her  station  will  be  off'  Wil¬ 
mington. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  8. 

Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  transmitting  infor¬ 
mation  regarding  suspicious  vessels. 

Navy  Department,  September  18, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  dispatch, 
dated  the  7th  instant,  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Halifax,  forwarded  to 
this  Department  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  copy  of  one  addressed 
directly  to  this  Department  by  the  same  consul,  on  the  same  date, 
respecting  the  schooners  Adelaide  and  Argyle,  under  suspicious  cir¬ 
cumstances. 

I  also  enclose  copy  of  a  dispatch,  No.  46,  dated  August  6,  1861,  for¬ 
warded  to  this  Department  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  from  the  IT.  S. 
commercial  agent  at  Cape  Haitien,  in  relation  to  the  arrival  of  a 
privateer  at  Puerto  Rico,  and  also  copy  of  a  dispatch,  No.  101,  and 
enclosures,  dated  August  27,  forwarded  to  this  Department  by  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  State,  from  the  IT.  S.  consul  at  Turk’s  Islands,  in 
relation  to  the  schooner  Harriet  [P.J  Ryan,  Nixon,  master,  who  has 
violated  the  blockade  on  the  North  Carolina  coast. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia . 


[Enclosures.] 

H.  S.  Consulate  Office, 
Halifax  [Nova  Scotia ],  September  7, 1861. 
Sir  :  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  to  two  topsail  schoon¬ 
ers,  called  the  Argyle  and  Adelaide,  now  lying  in  the  harbor  of  Hali¬ 
fax,  ready  for  sea,  and  which  are  expected  to  sail  next  week. 
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They  have  taken  out  British  registers,  sail  under  British  colors,  and 
purport  to  be  bound  for  the  West  Indies. 

They  are  each  loaded  with  a  general  cargo. 

They  are  American-built  schooners,  and  commanded  by  American 
captains,  who  are  perfectly  familiar  with  the  North  Carolina  and  other 

Southern  coasts.  .  . 

1  have  good  reasons  to  believe  that  their  actual  destination  is  W  if 
mington,  N.  0.,  and  that  they  intend  to  make  an  attempt  to  enter  that 
port  in  violation  of  our  blockade. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  ’  M.  M.  Jackson, 

Consul. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Commercial  Agency  of  the 

United  States  of  America, 

City  of  Cape  Haitien,  August  6 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  informing  you  that  I  have  received  informa¬ 
tion,  by  business  letters  received  here  the  3d  instant  from  St.  Thomas, 
that  on  the  28th  July  a  privateer  of  the  Southern  Confederacy,  a  large 
ship  of  twenty  guns,  arrived  at  Puerto  Kico ;  that  she  had  been  ordered 
off  by  the  authorities  and  had  left  the  same  day. 

This  information  is  direct,  and  from  a  mercantile  house  in  St.  Thomas 
in  whom  I  put  full  credit.  The  size  of  the  ship  may  be  exaggerated, 
but  the  basis  of  the  report  is  evidently  well  founded. 

Public  opinion  in  this  quarter  is  universal  that  a  ship  of  that  class 
could  have  been  fitted  out  only  in  Europe. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Eustis  Hubbard. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State ,  Washington. 


Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Turly’s  Islands ,  August  27,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith : 

1.  A  copy  of  an  order  from  the  U.  S.  consular  agent  at  Salt  Cay  to 
Captain  Nixon,  of  the  schooner  Harriet  [P.]  Ryan ,  of  Plymouth,  N.  C., 
directing  him  to  proceed  with  his  vessel,  crew,  and  papers  to  this  office 
in  order  to  explain  an  irregularity  in  his  crew  list, 

2.  A  copy  of  a  full  statement  of  the  facts  and  particulars  of  the  case. 

The  Harriet  [P.]  Ryan  arrived  at  Salt  Cay  from  Antigua,  West 

Indies. 

She  entered  the  port  bearing  the  American  flag.  The  captain  went  to 
the  custom-house,  and,  after  transacting  his  business  there,  called  at  the 
consular  agency  and  deposited  his  papers.  The  consular  agent  on  exam¬ 
ination  found  the  register  to  be  in  order — that  is,  a  United  States 
register — and  the  crew  list  appeared  to  be  of  the  United  States.  But, 
inspecting  closely,  he  found  the  word  “ United”  stricken  out  and  “Con¬ 
federate”  inserted.  He  at  once  sent  for  the  captain,  who  came,  and,  on 
hearing  the  fact,  expressed  great  surprise,  could  not  explain — all  other 
places  had  passed  his  papers — and  he  made  great  protestations  of  his 
love  for  the  Union. 
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i«fri^ieea^y  instructions  to  tlie  consular  agents,  issued  June  3, 

i8bl  a  copy  of  which  was  transmitted  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary 
of  State  with  my  dispatch,  No.  57,  of  June  4,  1801,  the  consular  agent 
at  Salt  Cay  very  properly  refused  to  grant  a  clearance.  He  also  ordered 
the  captain  to  this  port,  committing  to  the  captain’s  care  a  sealed 
dispatch  to  be  delivered  to  the  consul. 

At  the  custom-house  at  Salt  Cay  the  captain  cleared  for  New  York. 

He  received  no  clearance  from  the  consular  agency. 

Captain  Nixon  did  not  enter  this  port  and  has  failed  to  appear  at  this 
consulate. 

^  iHave  informed  that,  in  addition  to  boasting  of  having  passed 
the  blockade  twice,  Captain  Nixon  says  that  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  is  such  a 
small  place  that  not  much  attention  will  be  given  to  it  in  the  blockade 
and  therefore  he  will  take  the  risk. 

I  shall  hope  to  hear  that  a  vessel  thus  abusing  the  national  flag  is 
stopped  on  her  voyage  and  dealt  with  according  to  the  justice  demanded 
by  the  circumstances  ot  the  case,  and  that  conduct  so  worthy  of 
condemnation  meets  its  merited  punishment. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Andrew  G.  Carothers, 

TT.  TJ.  S.  Consul. 

Hon.  Wi.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


[Subenelosures.] 

Consular  Agency  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Salt  Cay ,  Turk's  Islands,  August  22,  1861. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  directed  to  proceed  with  your  vessel,  crew,  and 
papers  to  the  U.  S.  consulate  at  Grand  Turk,  Turk’s  Islands,  and  there 
give  any  information  before  the  U.  S.  consul  for  the  said  islands  rela¬ 
tive  to  an  irregularity  apparent  in  your  crew  list,  a  document  now  in 
this  office. 

In  giving  this  order  I  am  carrying  out  instructions  issued  from  the 
consular  department  at  these  islands  on  the  3d  June,  1861. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  P.  Stamers, 

U.  S.  Consular  Ac/ent. 

Wm.  Nixon, 

Master  of  the  American  Schooner  Harriet  [P.j  Ryan, 

of  Plymouth,  N.  C. 


Consular  Agency  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Salt  Cay,  Turlds  Islands,  August  22,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  this  day  issued  an 
order  for  William  Nixon,  master  of  the  American  schooner  Harriet  [P.] 
Ryan,  of  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  to  proceed  with  his  vessel,  crew,  and  papers 
to  Grand  Turk,  Turk’s  Islands,  and  appear  before  you,  the  U.  S.  consul 
for  the  said  islands,  and  give  information  relative  to  an  irregularity 
apparent  in  his  crew  list. 

I  trust  Captain  Nixon  will  not  fail  in  his  attention  to  my  order  this 
day  issued. 

I  have  further  to  inform  you  that  in  conversation  with  Captain  Nixon, 
on  the  morning  of  the  21st  instant,  I  asked  him  where  he  was  bound ; 
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to  wliicli  question  Captain  Nixon  replied,  “I  am  bound  to  Plymouth? 
N.  C.”  I  would  not  give  him  a  clearance  for  a  port  south  of  Baltimore? 
and  such  were  my  instructions,  etc. 

Captain  Nixon  then  replied  that  it  did  not  matter  for  what  port  a 
vessel  cleared,  and  he  should  now  clear  for  a  Northern  port.  I  then 
asked  him  whether  (notwithstanding  he  should  clear  for  some  port 
North)  he  did  not  intend  to  go  to  Plymouth,  N.  C.  To  which  he 
replied,  uYes.” 

I  do  not  give  this  information  with  a  view  to  injure  Captain  Nixon, 
but  as  a  matter  of  official  duty.  The  information  may  be  material,  or 
it  may  not  be. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  P.  Stamers, 

U.  8.  Consular  Agent. 

Andrew  G.  Carothers,  Esq. 

U.  8.  Consul ,  Grand  Turk. 


Consular  Agency  op  the  United  States  op  America, 

8alt  Cay,  Turk’s  Islands ,  August  26,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  herewith  copy  of  an  order  issued 
by  me  for  William  Nixon,  master  of  the  American  schooner  Harriet  [P.] 
By  an ,  of  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  to  appear  before  you,  the  U.  S.  consul  for 
these  islands,  for  reasons  stated  in  said  order. 

I  also  enclose  copy  of  my  dispatch  of  22d  instant,  forwarded  by  Cap¬ 
tain  Nixon,  which  he  promised  to  hand  you  on  his  arrival  at  the  U.  S. 
consulate. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  give  some  further  information  relative  to  the 
vessel  above  named : 

The  American  schooner  Harriet  [P.]  Ryan ,  of  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  of 
the  burden  of  90  tons  or  thereabouts,  W7illiam  Nixon,  master,  arrived 
here  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  from  Antigua,  West  Indies.  The  cap¬ 
tain  on  coming  into  this  port  hoisted  the  flag  of  the  United  States  of 
America.  In  due  time  Captain  Nixon  called  at  my  office  and  deposited 
his  register  and  crew  list,  for  which  I  handed  him  a  receipt.  During 
the  day  I  examined  his  papers  and  found  an  alteration  had  been  made 
in  his  crew  list.  The  document  was  in  accordance  with  printed  forms 
used  by  the  United  States  ;  but  in  that  part  of  the  declaration  which 
the  master  signs  declaring  “  the  within-named  persons  are  citizens  of 
the  United  States  of  America,”  the  word  11  United  ”  was  stricken  out,  or 
run  through  with  a  pen  and  ink,  and  the  word  u  Confederate  ”  written 
above,  making  it  read  thus :  “  The  within-named  persons  are  citizens  of 
the  Confederate  States  of  America.” 

The  crew  list  was  duly  signed  by  Captain  Nixon  and  made  out  under 
the  authority  of  the  collector  of  the  port  of  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  by  whose 
authority  said  vessel  must  have  left  said  port. 

As  soon  as  I  noticed  the  alteration  in  the  crew  list  I  sent  a  commu¬ 
nication  to  Captain  Nixon,  requesting  him  to  call  and  give  some  expla¬ 
nation  relative  to  one  of  his  papers  left  at  this  consulate,  to  which 
request  Captain  Nixon  gave  his  prompt  attention.  I  first  asked  Captain 
Nixon  whether  he  was  aware  of  any  erasure  or  alteration  in  his  crew 
list.  He  said  he  was  not.  I  then  handed  him  the  crew  list,  pointing 
out  the  alteration  which  had  been  made.  He  seemed  much  surprised, 
said  he  had  signed  the  crew  list  as  it  was  given  him  by  the  collector 
at  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  and  again  asserted  that  he  was  not  before  aware 
of  any  erasure  or  alteration. 
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Captain  Nixon  then  went  on  to  declare  his  loyalty  to  the  United 
states  oi  America;  that  lie  was  a  Union  man  and  always  should  be.  I 
then  told  Captain  Nixon  my  instructions  just  now  were  very  strict  as 
to  my  examining  into  the  correctness  of  all  ships’  papers.  I  further 
showed  him  my  instructions,  to  which  I  refer  in  my  order,  and  stated 
that  I  should,  when  his  vessel  was  loaded,  order  him  to  the  U.  S.  con¬ 
sulate  at  Grand  Turk,  Turk’s  Islands,  for  your  decision.  I  then  pointed 
out  to  Captain  Nixon  the  advantage  he  would  derive  by  calling  at  the 
L .  S.  consulate  and  have  the  matter  in  question  thoroughly  examined 
by  the  consul,  which  examination  may  result  in  clearing1  him  of  all 
blame  and  from  any  future  trouble.  Captain  Nixon  then  left,  appear¬ 
ing  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  decision  I  had  come  to. 

On  the  22d  instant  Captain  Nixon  called  again  at  my  office,  handed 
me  his  clearance  from  the  customs  at  this  port,  wherein  was  stated 
that  the  ^  essel  had  on  board  2,364  bushels  of  salt  and  some  sugar  and 
molasses,  which  had  been  entered  on  her  arrival  as  for  exportation ;  his 
clearance  also  stated  that  said  schooner  Harriet  [P. ]  Ryan  was  bound 
to  New  York.  Captain  Nixon  having  paid  his  legal  tonnage  fee,  I 
handed  him  his  register  and  crew  list,  with  an  order  in  writing,  under 
the  seal  of  this  consular  agency,  for  him  to  proceed  with  his  vessel, 
etc.,  to  the  U.  S.  consulate  at  Grand  Turk,  Turk’s  Islands,  for  the  pur¬ 
poses  before  stated.  I  at  the  same  time  gave  Captain  Nixon  a  dispatch 
for  you,  under  seal,  already  referred  to.  The  captain  then  left  my 
office,  having  thanked  me  for  my  advice  and  assistance  since  his  arrival 
in  this  port. 

I  further  have  to  state  that  I  am  aware  that  Captain  Nixon  has  on 
two  occasions  run  the  blockade  of  the  port  of  Plymouth,  N.  C.  Cap¬ 
tain  Nixon,  of  the  schooner  Harriet  \P.}  Ryan,  was  at  this  port  some 
two  months  ago;  did  not  stop  long  enough  to  make  any  entry  at  this 
consulate,  but  left  very  shortly  after  arriving  for  (as  I  understood)  Ply¬ 
mouth,  N.  C.  While  here  this  voyage  I  put  the  question  to  him  whether 
lie  succeeded  in  getting  into  Plymouth  on  his  last  voyage.  He  said  he 
did.  Thus,  by  his  own  words,  he  ran  the  blockade  on  his  last  voyage; 
he  ran  it  again  in  getting  out  of  Plymouth,  and,  as  you  will  observe  by 
my  dispatch  of  the  22d  instant,  that,  by  his  own  admission,  he  intends 
to  endeavor  to  run  the  blockade  again  this  voyage  by  going  into  the 
port  of  Plymouth,  N.  C. 

I  hope,  in  my  endeavor  to  give  a  plain  statement  of  facts  connected 
with  the  schooner  Harriet  [ P .]  Ryan,  that  I  have  made  the  case  as  clear 
as  you  could  desire,  and  that  it  may  be  the  means  of  your  so  represent¬ 
ing  the  matter  to  your  Government  as  to  have  the  result  of  checking 
the  practices  of  those  masters  of  American  vessels  who  take  every  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  violating  the  laws  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  P.  Stamers, 

U.  S.  Consular  Agent. 

Andrew  G.  Carothers,  Esq., 

U.  S.  Consul,  Turlds  Islands. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Stringham,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  accepting  his  resig¬ 
nation  of  the  command. 

Confidential.]  Navy  Department,  September  18, 1861. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  tendering  your  resignation  of 
the  command  of  the  squadron  intrusted  to  you,  is  received.  I  regret 
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there  should  have  been  any  circumstances  to  wound  your  sensibilities 
or  interrupt  those  kind  feelings  that  have  uniformly  prevailed  between 
yourself  and  the  Department. 

If  under  the  excited  and  urgent  appeals  and  complaints  that  have 
been  made  that  the  blockade  was  not  enforced  with  all  the  vigilance 
that  was  expected,  the  Department  has  permitted  itself  to  be  unduly 
stimulated  to  press  upon  you  the  necessity  of  unceasing  activity,  some¬ 
thing  must  be  pardoned  to  its  zealous  desire  to  call  out  the  earnest 
energies  of  the  naval  service.  The  cause  and  the  occasion  demand 
this,  and  you  will,  I  am  confident,  appreciate  the  motive  and  the  object, 
even  if  carried  to  excess. 

At  the  time  your  letter  was  received  the  Department  had  under  con¬ 
sideration  a  subdivision  of  the  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.  The 
force  has  been  so  greatly  augmented,  the  coast  is  so  extensive,  the  har¬ 
bors  and  inlets  so  numerous  and  complicated,  that  uo  one  mind  seemed 
adequate  to  give  the  necessary  supervision  requisite  for  this  important 
service. 

Yet  to  have  reduced  your  command  might  have  seemed  invidious, 
and  the  Department  is  not  unwilling  to  be  relieved  of  embarrassment 
by  your  voluntary  relinquishment  of  a  very  onerous  service,  and  con¬ 
sequently  accepts  your  resignation. 

In  taking  leave  of  you  as  flag-officer,  first  called  into  service  at  a 
most  critical  period  of  our  history,  and  invested  with  authority  to  inter¬ 
dict  commercial  intercourse  with  an  important  part  of  the  country  until 
the  laws  could  be  executed,  I  deem  it  a  duty,  as  it  is  a  pleasure,  to 
express  my  high  appreciation  of  your  patriotism  and  zeal  in  the  cause 
of  the  country  which  you  have  so  long  honored  and  served.  I  may 
congratulate  you  also  that  you  did  not  relinquish  your  command  until 
after  the  late  successful  achievement  at  Hatteras,  where  you  acquired 
such  distinguished  renown. 

Accept  assurances  of  my  personal  and  official  respect  and  regard,  and 
believe  me, 

Very  truly,  your  friend, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Captain  S.  H.  Stringiiam,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Hampton  Hoads ,  Virginia. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  Stringham,  U.  S.  Navy , 
to  transfer  the  command  of  the  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  to  Cap¬ 
tain  L.  M.  Goldshorough ,  IT.  S.  Navy. 

Navy  Department,  September  18 , 1861. 
Sir:  You  will  transfer  all  papers,  instructions, etc., pertaining  to  the 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  to  your  successor,  Captain  L.  M.  Golds- 
borough,  and  you  will  regard  yourself  as  detached  from  the  command 
of  that  squadron. 

After  completing  the  transfer  a  leave  of  absence  is  granted  to  you  for 
three  months  from  that  date,  and  upon  its  expiration  you  will  report  to 
the  Department. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Ooldsborough,  U.  8. 
JS  avy,  to  assume  command  of  the  Atlantic  -Blockading  Squadron. 


Navy  Department,  September  18, 1861. 

^  Sir  :  You  are  hereby  appointed  to  command  the  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadron,  and  Flag-Officer  Stringham  has  been  directed  to  transfer  to 
you  all  papers,  instructions,  etc.,  pertaining  to  the  command,  which 
you  will  proceed  to  execute  with  other  orders  from  the  Department. 

You  will  hoist  your  flag  on  board  any  of  the  vessels  of  the  squadron 
which  you  may  select,  with  the  exception  of  the  steam  frigate  Wabash. 

I  am,  respectfully, 


Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Appointed  to  Command  Atlantic 


Gideon  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

Blockading  Squadron , 

Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


Instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Ooldsborough , 
U.  S.  Navy,  appointed  to  command  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Confidential.]  ,  Navy  Department,  September  18, 1861. 

Sir:  The  conspiracy  against  the  Government  and  the  Union  is  of 
so  formidable  a  character  and  has  been  so  long  persisted  in  that  more 
vigorous  and  energetic  action  must  be  taken  for  its  suppression.  It  is 
essentially  necessary  that  the  Navy  should  at  this  time  put  forth  all  its 
strength  and  demonstrate  to  the  country  and  to  foreign  powers  its  use¬ 
fulness  and  capability  in  protecting  and  supporting  the  Government 
and  the  Union.  There  must  be  no  commercial  intercourse  with  the 
poits  that  are  in  insurrection,  and  our  Navy  must,  by  its  power, 
energy,  and  activity,  enforce  the  views  of  the  President  and  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  on  this  subject.  Privateers  to  depredate  on  our  commerce 
and  rob  our  countrymen  pursuing  their  peaceful  avocations  must  not 
be  permitted.  As  an  important  part  of  our  operations,  there  are  also 
to  be  demonstrations  at  points  upon  the  coast  that  will  hereafter  be 
indicated,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  policy  adopted  to  quell  the  insur¬ 
rection. 

So  far  as  practicable,  in  the  time  and  with  the  means  and  material 
that  could  be  made  available,  the  Department  has  provided  the  vessels 
and  the  forces  requisite  to  carry  into  effect  the  policy  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  [upon]  the  ability  of  our  naval  officers  and  their  proper  selec¬ 
tion  for  and  adaptation  to  the  duties  committed  to  them,  depends  the 
faithful  and  successful  execution  of  the  great  work  of  enforcing  national 
supremacy  and  maintaining  our  laws  and  our  rights  on  our  extended 
maritime  frontier. 

In  view  of  the  great  responsibility  that  devolves  on  our  flag-officers 
in  this  emergency,  the  necessity  of  constant  supervision  and  attention, 
and  the  important  movements  projected,  it  is  advisable  there  should  be 
a  subdivision  of  the  squadron  on  the  Atlantic  coast.  It  is  also  indis¬ 
pensable  that  the  Department  should  avail  itself  of  the  best  talents  in 
the  service,  and  no  navy  in  the  world  has  better,  provided  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  is  afforded  for  its  development. 

Bank  has  its  merits  and  claims,  is  always  to  be  respected,  and  in 
peaceable  times  may  be  recognized  and  regarded;  but  when  difficulties 
like  the  present  are  impending,  the  Department  can  not  permit  its 
action  to  be  restricted  and  the  welfare  of  the  country  endangered  by 
this  consideration  merely. 
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I  have  made  these  general  preliminary  observations  that  you  may  be 
possessed  of  the  policy  of  the  Department  and  the  Government  in 
carrying  forward  hostilities  to  the  final  consummation  of  the  great 
work  before  us. 

The  division  of  the  Atlantic  Squadron  would  probably  have  involved 
the  retirement  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham;  but  that  gentleman  having 
tendered  his  resignation  in  advance  of  the  consummation  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  arrangement,  you  will  proceed  forthwith  to  relieve  him  and  carry 
into  effect  the  orders  which  he  will  deliver  to  you. 

Your  ultimate  command  will  embrace  the  waters  of  North  Carolina 
and  Virginia,  exclusive  of  the  Potomac;  but  until  the  arrival  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Du  Pont,  who  has  been  designated  for  the  southern  division,  you 
will  assume  the  command  and  direct  the  movements  of  the  entire 


squadron  to  Cape  Florida. 

It  is  the  especial  wish  of  the  Department  that  the  preparations  made 
at  no  inconsiderable  labor  and  expense  for  the  obstruction  of  the  inlets 
on  the  North  Carolina  coast,  neglected  since  the  capture  of  Hatteras, 
which  was  but  a  part  of  the  original  expedition,  should  be  executed 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

In  the  instructions*  of  the  3d  of  September  directions  are  given  not 
to  sink  vessels  in  Ocracoke  Inlet,  but  on  further  advisement  it  is 
deemed  necessary  that  it  should  be  done  on  the  inner  bulkhead. 

Leaves  of  absence  to  the  officers  arriving  at  Hampton  Roads  can  not 
be  granted,  except  in  cases  of  sickness.  Whatever  force  you  consider 
necessary  to  prevent  the  egress  of  the  armed  steamers  of  the  rebels 
from  James  River  you  can  keep  in  Hampton  Roads;  but  you  will  notify 
General  Wool  that  blockading  is  your  principal  duty,  and  you  will 
govern  yourself  accordingly. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Gideon  Welles. 


Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Appointed  to  Command  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron , 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S. 
Navy ,  ordered  to  command  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding 
additional  vessels  for  his  squadron. 

Navy  Department,  September  18,  1861. 
Sir  :  The  steamers  Stars  and  Stripes  and  F.  B.  Hale ,  from  New  York, 
and  the  tugs  General  Putnam  and  Ceres ,  from  the  Potomac,  have  been 
ordered  to  join  your  squadron. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Stellwagen,  U.  S.  Navy,  forwarding  information 
regarding  plans  of  disaffected  citizens  of  the  eastern  shore  of  Virginia. 

Philadelphia,  September  18, 1861. 
Sir:  I  have  been  waited  on  by  a  gentleman,  John  Caulk,  who  has 
been  driven  from  the  eastern  shore  of  Virginia  by  threats,  violence, 


See  p.  162. 
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and  attempts  at  assassination  against  him  by  the  secessionists.  From 
my  knowledge  of  several  of  the  persons  named  I  am  disposed  to  give 
credit  to  the  statement.  He  says  they  are  arming  and  drilling,  and 
boast  that  from  their  knowledge  of  the  country  they  can  bid  defiance 
to  an  army  of  5,000  men.  A  sudden  dash  upon  them,  securing  the 
ringleaders  and  the  arms  secreted,  would  obtain  the  cooperation  of  the 
Union  men,  many  of  whom  reside  between  Horntown  and  Drummond- 
town,  and  would  destroy  the  rebellion. 

Island  of  Chincoteague  I  know  is  loyal;  E.  Mason  is  a  bad  man. 

At  Horntown,  John  Holland,  formerly  tavern  keeper,  is  a  constable 
and  police  officer,  and  was  ringleader  in  putting  out  Chincoteague 
light,  assisted  by  Dr.  Parker,  ex-Postmaster  Matthews,  Dr.  Wallach 
and  others.  They  should  be  made  examples  of. 

The  police  mentioned  are  appointed  to  act  against  the  Union  men 
and  persecute  them  in  all  ways. 

The  loyal  men  named  in  list  can  be  depended  on  if  protected. 

There  is  a  great  deal  of  smuggling  into  the  sound  by  boats,  etc.,  and 
thence  across  near  Snow  Hill  and  elsewhere  to  the  creeks  and  inlets 
from  the  Chesapeake,  and  put  into  boats  for  sending  across  that  bay. 

A  gunboat  in  Chincoteague  Inlet  would  prevent  smuggling,  prevent 
violent  incursions  into  that  island  and  Assateague,  and  secure  the 
lighting  of  the  light  house.  The  storeship  Relief  and  a  large  merchant 
ship  were  near  getting  lost  there  lately.  This  light  is  of  great  impor¬ 
tance  and  the  shoals  very  dangerous. 

Please  put  this  in  the  way  of  being  acted  on  speedily. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  Stellwagen, 

Commander. 

G.  Welles,  Esq., 

Secretary  Navy ,  Washington. 


[Endorsement.] 


See  Commander  Stellwagen.  Can  not  an  expedition  be  got  up  for 
the  eastern-shore  counties? 


[Enclosure.] 


w. 


List  of  disaffected  persons  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Virginia. 

John  S.  D.  Holland,  innkeeper,  Horntown. 

D.  Taylor,  police  at  Chincoteague  P.  O.,  Six  Mile  and  Horntown. 
Collomore  Taylor,  Jenkins’  Bridge;  he  and  Holland  very  violent; 
both  constables. 

William  Cropper,  below  Horntown;  police. 

John  Allen,  below  Horntown. 

Eandall  Mason,  on  Chincoteague;  very  active  in  giving  information  to 
secessionists. 

Fred.  Lewis,  on  Chincoteague;  very  violent. 

Joshua  Hudson,  on  Chincoteague;  very  violent. 

Joseph  Haulston  (captain),  on  Chincoteague;  very  violent. 

Henry  Hopkins  and  Peter  Mason,  Horntown;  very  violent. 

John  Henderson,  assessor,  near  Horntown;  very  violent. 

Becas  Bauman,  a  German  :  very  violent. 

George  Palmature,  at  New  Church;  coachmaker. 

Fletcher  family — Spencer  F,,  captain  of  company;  James  F.,  ex-mag¬ 
istrate;  Thomas  F.,  and  others. 

William  Bird,  captain  of  company  at  New  Church. 
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The  sheriff  and  deputy  at  Accomac. 

Lawyers:  Bell,  Wise,  Johnson  &  Co.,  at  Drummondtown;  violent. 
John  B.  Wise,  ex-sheriff;  violent. 

John  Blackiston;  violent. 

The  (brothers)  William  Vattinghams,  Eastville. 

Dr.  Bagnell  and  Miles  Fisher,  attorneys,  Eastville. 

Tully  Wise,  tavern  keeper;  brother  to  HeDry  A.  Wise. 

Crasswell,  near  Jenkins’  Bridge;  guns  have  been  smuggled  over  the 
bay  by  him,  and  [he]  is  still  running  arms  and  mails. 

Hitch  also  smuggled  arms,  and  Ambrose  Taylor  also. 

Loyal  men:  Dr.  Watson,  Jno.  Gillespie,  E.  Taylor,  near  Assawoman 
Inlet. 

William  H.  P.  Custis;  prominent. 

Massey,  a  blacksmith;  Judge  Pitts,  forced  to  leave.  These  iiersons 
reside  near  Drummondtown. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  String  ham,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  giving  the  stations  of  the  vessels  of  his  command. 


U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads ,  September  19,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  names  and  present  positions  of 
vessels  comprising  the  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron: 


Savannah,  oft'  Savannah. 

Wabash,  off  Charleston. 

Vandalia,  off  Charleston. 

Gemsbok,  off  Wilmington. 

Cambridge,  off  Beaufort. 

Albatross,  off  Beaufort. 

Susquehanna,  off  Hatteras. 

Pawnee,  in  Hatteras  Inlet. 

Roanoke,  will  sail  to-day  or  to-morrow 
for  Charleston;  detained  repairing- 
machinery. 

St.  Lawrence,  taking  in  provisions;  will 
sail  immediately  after  for - - 

Dale,  provisioning ;  will  sail  then  for - 

Cumberland,  Newport  News,  blockading 
James  River. 


Louisiana,  Newport  News,  blockading 
James  River. 

Daylight,  Cape  Henry. 

Dawn,  York  River. 

Mount  Vernon,  Rappahannock. 

Harriet  Lane,  repairing  at  Philadelphia. 

Monticello,  repairing  at  Philadelphia; 
shall  send  the  Monticello  to  Oregon 
Inlet  soon  as  she  returns,  with  another 
vessel  to  carry  out  the  views  of  the 
Department. 

Quaker  City,  repairing  at  New  York. 

Flag,  repairing  at  Hampton  Roads;  will 
sail  in  a  day  or  two  for  Charleston. 

Minnesota,  Hampton  Roads. 

Young  Rover,  Wilmington,  N.  C. 


As  soon  as  the  Monticello  returns  I  shall  send  her  with  another  ves¬ 
sel  to  Oregon  Inlet  to  carry  into  effect  the  directions  of  the  Department 
with  regard  to  that  inlet. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  acknowledging  communications  from  the  Depart¬ 
ment. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  September  19,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  received  telegraphic  dispatch  from  the  Department, 
dated  September  17,  1861,  “Detain  Congress  until  further  orders  at 
Hampton  Roads,”  and  will  comply  therewith  when  she  arrives. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  to-day  of  the  Young  Rover.  I 
shall  send  her  immediately  off  Wilmington,  N.  O. 

I  acknowledge  receipt  of  letter  from  the  Department  September  17. 
I  have  received  also  letter  of  same  date,  requesting  information  as  to 
Acting  Mastei  I  > latcl i  ford .  1  have  to  say  that  I  know  nothing  against 
his  character  other  than  the  report  of  Lieutenant  William  N.  Jeffers. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-  Officer.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron ,  to  Acting  Master's  Mate  Thaclier ,  U.  S.  Navy, 
to  proceed  to  Philadelphia  in  charge  of  prize  schooner  Harmony  cap- 
tured  September  19, 1861. 


TJ.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  September  24,  1861. 
Sir  :  You  will  take  charge  of  the  schooner  Harmony ,  captured  on  the 
19th  day  of  September,  1861,  by  the  IJ.  S.  ship  Gemsbok,  one  of  the 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Edward  Oavendy,  acting  master,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding. 

,  You  will  proceed  with  her  to  Philadelphia  and  deliver  the  vessel, 
with  all  her  papers,  into  the  custody  of  the  U.  S.  district  judge,  and  to 
no  other  person  without  authority  from  said  judge. 

You  will  retain  possession  of  the  vessel  until  relieved  by  the  judge. 
You  will  communicate  with  the  IJ.  S.  district  attorney  and  report  to 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  navy  yard. 

You  will  return  to  your  vessel  as  soon  as  possible  after  being  relieved 
by  the  judge. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Oliver  Thacher, 

Masters  Mate,  IJ.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  S.  Navy,  acknowledging  Depart¬ 
ments  order  to  transfer  the  command  of  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron 
to  Captain  Goldsborough,  IJ.  S.  Navy. 


U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  September  20,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receiptof  letter  from  the  Depart¬ 
ment,  dated  18th  September,  1861,  directing  me  to  transfer  all  papers, 
instructions,  etc.,  pertaining  to  the  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  to 
my  successor,  Captain  L.  M.  Goldsborough;  also  letter  from  honorable 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  marked  confidential,  of  date  September  18, 1861. 
Also  copy  of  letters  from  Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  September  11,  dis¬ 
patch  No.  46.  From  M.  M.  Jackson,  consul  Halifax  [Nova  Scotia],  two 
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letters,  7tli  September.  Also  from  Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  September 
13,  enclosing  copy  of  communication  from  the  U.  S.  consul,  Turk’s 
Islands. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer ,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Report  of  Captain  Chauncey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Susque¬ 
hanna,  regarding  the  Confederate  defenses  of  North  Carolina ,  and  sug¬ 
gesting  method  of  operating  against  them. 

II.  S.  S.  Susquehanna, 

Off  Hatteras  Inlet ,  September  20,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communica¬ 
tion  of  16th  instant,  requesting  me  to  give  all  information  in  my  power 
with  reference  to  the  condition  of  affairs  at  Wilmington,  New  Berne, 
and  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  together  with  the  nature  of  their  defenses,  if  any, 
with  my  opinion  as  to  the  best  manner  in  which  they  can  be  operated 
against. 

My  information  in  reference  to  these  points  has  been  very  limited,  in 
consequence  of  the  fears  entertained  by  those  friendly  disposed  of  being 
detected  in  communicating  with  us.  Much  is  known,  however,  to  satisfy 
me  that  a  point  of  land  (Piney  Point)  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Neuse  * 
River,  some  12  miles  below,  has  been  fortified,  and  a  number  of  prizes 
captured  by  the  privateers  from  New  Berne  have  been  sunk  entirely 
across  the  river.  The  same  has  been  done  at  Washington,  N.  0.,  a  fort 
erected  on  a  point  of  land  guarding  the  approach  up  the  river,  and 
vessels  sunk  across.  At  Beaufort,  as  I  have  already  informed  you, 
there  are  signs  of  great  activity,  and  when  I  was  there  a  few  days 
since,  they  were  mounting  guns  on  Fort  Macon,  where  there  appeared 
to  be  a  large  number  of  men. 

I  could  not  minutely  ascertain  the  character  of  the  fortifications,  but 
the  guns  appeared  to  be  mounted  in  barbette.  I  have  understood  since 
that  it  is  a  casemated  fortification. 

On  the  day  that  I  left  there  in  chase  of  a  sail,  I  had  sounded  all  the 
way  to  the  edge  of  the  reef,  to  ascertain  how  near  I  could  go  with  the 
ship,  if  it  were  determined  to  bombard  the  fort.  Although  the  survey 
was  not  completed,  yet  I  have  ascertained  we  can  go  within  1£  miles  of 
the  fort  in  a  little  over  4  fathoms  water. 

Since  the  receipt  of  your  orders  changing  my  cruising  ground  from 
off  Beaufort  to  this  port,  I  have  had  no  further  information  from  that 
quarter,  with  the  exception  of  a  rumor  of  the  presence  of  10,000  troops 
there.  The  number  I  believe  to  be  exaggerated. 

Colonel  Hawkins,  commanding  the  forces  at  this  point,  has  received 
information,  as  he  believed  from  a  reliable  source,  that  an  expedition 
was  fitting  out  at  Roanoke  Island,  with  the  object  of  attacking  [and] 
destroying  the  town  of  Chickamicomico,  to  the  eastward  of  Hatteras,  on 
account  of  the  Union  sentiments  of  the  people  of  that  place  and  neigh¬ 
borhood;  with  the  intention  further,  if  successful,  of  destroying  Hat¬ 
teras  light-house,  and  also  to  attack  this  place  with  a  force  of  3,000 
men,  2,200  having  already  arrived  at  Roanoke  Island  from  Norfolk,  and 
800  more  daily  expected. 
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They  came  down  from  Norfolk  in  light-draft  launches  and  canal  boats. 

The  force  at  Oregon  Inlet  has  been  withdrawn,  and  a  fort  consisting 
o  i  guns  has  been  erected  on  Roanoke  Island  facing  Croaton  Sound 
the  fort  commenced  at  the  southern  extremity  of  the  island  having  been 
abandoned.  The  rebels  attach  much  importance  to  the  possession  of 
Roanoke  Island. 


I  respectfully  suggest  that,  as  a  strategic  point  of  operations,  its  occu- 
pation  by  our  torces  would  be  of  the  highest  importance,  as  it  would 
effectually  cut  oft'  all  communication  between  Pamlico  and  Albemarle 
sounds  and  seriously  interfere  with  the  internal  trade  by  the  Roanoke 
River.  If  desirable,  Roanoke  Island  might  be  made  a  point  diappui 
tor  any  operations  by  the  Army,  as  Norfolk  lies  undefended  on  that 
side,  and  could  be  taken  in  the  rear,  and  thus  take  the  enemy  by  sur¬ 
prise.  These  suggestions  are  made  with  extreme  diffidence,  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  my  duty  to  give  you  all  the  information  I  possess  in  relation 
to  the  subject. 

Colonel  Hawkins,  Commander  Rowan,  and  myself  have  met  in  con¬ 
sultation  upon  the  best  means  of  thwarting  and  defeating  the  enemy’s 
plan  of  operation,  and  have  decided  that  in  the  event  of  more  certain 
information  being  received  by  Colonel  Hawkins,  and  hourly  expected 
of  the  advance  of  the  army,  a  joint  expedition  should  be  fitted  out  of 
the  army  and  naval  forces  from  this  ship  and  the  Paivnee.  to  proceed 
cautiously  to  a  point  (Stumpy  Point)  12  miles  to  the  northward  of  their 
piojected  place  of  attack,  and  take  them  in  the  rear  before  landing’  and 
while  their  boats  are  filled  with  troops  incapable  of  effectual  resistance. 
The  officers  in  charge  will  have  orders  to  sink  the  boats  and  disperse 
the  enemy. 

The  expedition  will  not  be  undertaken  unless  offering  reasonable 
prospects  of  success. 

I  do  not  entertain  the  idea  that  the  enemy  will  be  so  shortsighted  as 
to  make  an  attack  upon  this  point  (Hatteras  Inlet). 

I  shall  be  ready  to  move  the  Susquehanna  on  the  first  alarm  of  their 
approach  to  a  position  as  near  the  neck  of  land  (by  which  is  their  only 
approach)  as  possible,  for  the  purpose  of  sweeping  them  with  the  shells 
from  the  battery.  I  am  now  sounding  up  toward  Hatteras  Cove  with 
this  view,  where  there  is  an  excellent  and  safe  anchorage  in  5  to  6  fath¬ 
oms  water  and  sheltered  from  northeasterly  winds. 

We  only  hope  they  may  make  the  attempt.  I  have  suggested  to 
Colonel  Hawkins  the  policy  of  placing  within  the  light-house  at  Hat¬ 
teras  a  company  of  his  command  with  a  howitzer  for  the  purpose  of 
defending  it  and  thwarting  their  vandal  intention  of  destroying  a  bea¬ 
con  which  should  now  be  sending  forth  its  cheering  light  to  the  storm- 
tossed  mariners  from  the  whole  commercial  world.  Thus  protected,  it 
would  be  a  fortification  in  itself  and  stand  a  siege  until  relieved  by 
reenforcements  from  this  ship. 

The  result  of  my  reflections  is  as  follows:  Roanoke  Island  should  be 
occupied.  It  is  second  only  in  importance  to  Hatteras  Inlet,  and  it 
would  be  a  severe  blow  to  the  enemy.  Beaufort  can  be  taken  by  a 
naval  force,  and,  if  held,  would  cut  off  an  avenue  of  trade  which  has 
hitherto  been  extensively  carried  on  in  that  quarter. 

As  soon  as  the  exigencies  of  the  service  will  permit,  six  or  eight  light- 
draft  armed  steamers  should  be  sent  inside  the  sounds  of  Albemarle 
and  Pamlico,  and,  in  conjunction  with  the  Army,  might  carry  terror  into 
the  towns  of  New  Berne,  Beaufort,  and  Washington. 

In  reference  to  Wilmington  I  have  no  information  whatever,  it  not 
having  been  within  the  range  of  my  cruising  ground.  I  have  heard 
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that  it  is  not  blockaded,  and  that  many  small  vessels  enter  and  depart 
without  hindrance.  I  will  keep  you  informed  of  any  further  intelli¬ 
gence  I  may  obtain  in  reference  to  the  object  of  your  enquiries. 

In  consequence  of  the  condition  of  affairs  here,  1  shall  remain  at  this 
point,  ready  to  afford  all  assistance  to  and  cooperation  with  the  forces 
here,  in  order  to  repel  any  contemplated  attack,  and  trust  that  my 
course  will  meet  with  your  approbation. 

H.  B.  M.  steam  sloop  Rinaldo  arrived  and  anchored  outside  to-day 
from  New  York.  She  was  boarded  by  a  boat  from  this  ship;  reports 
as  bound  down  the  coast  to  report  the  nature  of  the  blockade.  A  few 
days  since  I  boarded  the  Rinaldo  off  Cape  Lookout.  He  was  informed 
of  the  blockade  at  that  point,  where,  on  that  day,  appeared  no  less 
than  four  vessels  of  war  of  the  United  States— the  steamers  Cambridge , 
Rhode  Island ,  and  Flag.  A  communication  was  sent  on  board  this  ship, 
addressed  to  the  flag-officer,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  forward. 

I  beg  to  report  the  Susquehanna  in  effective  condition  for  any  service, 
officers  and  crew  in  health  and  animated  with  a  proper  spirit  to  devote 
themselves  to  their  country’s  service. 

I  send  up  for  your  orders  the  captain  and  portion  of  the  crew  of  the 
captured  English  schooner  Louisa  Agnes ,  captured  after  being  warned 
off,  and  the  English  schooner  Argonaut ,  which  vessel  I  have  ordered  to 
New  York,  with  two  of  her  crew  as  witnesses,  agreeably  to  your  orders. 
The  prize  master  has  a  copy  of  his  orders,  together  with  a  memorandum 
of  the  facts  attending  the  capture,  to  be  handed  to  the  judge  of  the 
TJ.  S.  district  or  admiralty  court. 

I  have  heard  nothing  of  the  Cambridge  since  the  day  I  parted  com¬ 
pany  off  Cape  Lookout,  with  orders  to  keep  a  strict  blockade  of  that 
place  and  the  English  vessels  inside. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

Jno.  S.  Chauncey, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Rowan ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Pawnee , 
regarding  Confederate  defenses  of  North  Carolina. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Uatteras  Inlet ,  September  20,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  state  for  the  information  of  the  Department  that  the 
Neuse  River  has  been  obstructed  by  the  enemy  opposite  Piney  Point. 
Piles  have  been  driven  across  it,  and  all  the  prize  schooners  that  have 
been  captured  by  privateers  out  of  New  Berne  have  been  sunk  there. 
A  battery  is  being  erected  at  Piney  Point,  and  the  two  8-inch  guns  of 
03  hundredweight  that  were  taken  from  Beacon  Island  Port  are  now 
mounted  there.  In  May  last  a  battery  was  commenced  a  short  dis¬ 
tance  above  Piney  Point,  but  whether  completed  and  armed  or  not  I 
have  not  been  able  to  ascertain. 

The  Pamlico  River  is  obstructed  in  like  manner  with  the  Neuse  River, 
and  with  like  means.  There  is  a  fort  being  erected  on  a  point  made  by 
the  right  bank  of  the  river  and  a  bayou  about  10  miles  below  Wash 
ington,  as  already  stated  in  my  letter  of  the  1st  instant. 

I  learned  to-day  that  there  are  10,000  troops  at  Beaufort  and  are 
actively  engaged  in  preparations  for  defense.  I  have  not  been  able  to 
obtain  any  of  the  particulars,  as  my  informant  had  it  from  a  fisherman 
from  there. 
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The  only  special  information  given  is  that  Fort  Macon  has  been  cov¬ 
ered  with  railroad  iron.  How  covered,  whether  the  sides  or  top,  I  could 
not  learn.  ’ 

On  Sunday  morning  last  (the  14th  instant)  I  was  informed  that  the 
enemy  was  removing  the  guns  from  the  fort  on  Beacon  Island.  I  organ¬ 
ized  an  expedition  immediately,  consisting  of  a  small  steamer  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  quartermaster’s  department,  which  he  kindly  lent  me  and 
the  launch  ot  this  ship,  and  dispatched  them  early  Monday  morning’ 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenants  Maxwell  and  Eastman,  with  instruc¬ 
tions  to  destroy  the  guns  and  capture  the  steamer  that  was  carrying 
them  off.  The  expedition  returned,  having  performed  the  duty  with 
zeal  and  ability.  Twenty-two  navy  guns,  32-pounders  and  8-inch,  were 
broken.  Two  of  the  8-iuch  guns  were  taken  away  by  the  steamer, 
which  had  left  before  our  forces  arrived,  with  the  intention  of  returning 
for  more.  The  bombproof  was  fired  and  the  fort  left  in  ruins. 

A  detailed  report  is  made  to  the  commander  in  chief. 

Colonel  Commandant  Hawkins  informed  me  last  night  that  the  enemy 
was  organizing  an  expedition  at  Roanoke  Island  and  Oregon  Inlet  to 
move  down  the  neck  of  land  and  attack  him  to-night.  I  shall  do  all  I 
can  to  cooperate  with  him.  For  this  purpose  I  have  obtained  permis¬ 
sion  to  take  the  tug  Fanny ,  which  is  now  ready  to  depart,  with  the 
launch  of  this  ship  in  tow,  armed  and  equipped,  for  the  purpose  of 
skirting  the  shore  and  opening  fire  on  the  enemy  should  he  attempt  the 
attack. 

The  enemy  threatens  the  destruction  of  the  light-house  on  the  cape. 

I  suggested  to  Colonel  Hawkins  the  propriety  of  putting  a  sergeant’s 
guard  in  the  light-house,  with  provisions  and  water,  and  closing  the 
entrance  with  sand  bags.  The  tower  ought  to  offer  considerable  resist¬ 
ance  to  ordinary  field  artillery. 

I  must  again  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the  importance 
of  Roanoke  Island.  It  is  the  key  to  Norfolk,  and,  if  occupied  by  our 
troops,  we  should  have  command  of  Albemarle  Sound,  and  by  a  dash 
at  the  lower  canal  destroy  it,  and  thereby  cut  off  from  Norfolk  the  sup¬ 
plies  of  a  rich  country  bordering  on  Albemarle  Sound,  as  well  as  that 
bordering  on  the  Neuse  and  Pamlico  rivers.  Roanoke  Island  in  our 
possession  and  strongly  held,  this  ship  and  a  garrison  of  200  regulars 
in  Fort  Hatteras  would  hold  this  point. 

I  must  again  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the 
necessity  of  sending  well-armed  tugs  of  light  draft,  say  5  feet  and  under, 
with  one  or  two  heavier,  for  outside  or  inside  work,  of  not  over  7  feet. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy,  Washington. 


Additional  report  of  Commander  Roivan ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S. 
S.  Pawnee,  regarding  the  Confederate  defenses  of  North  Carolina. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Hatteras  Inlet,  September  20,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  several 
communications,  which  shall  be  strictly  complied  with.  For  your  infor¬ 
mation  I  have  to  state  that  the  Neuse  River  has  been  obstructed  below 
N  w  r— vol  6 - 16 
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New  Berne,  at  a  place  called  Piney  Point.  Piles  have  been  driven 
across  the  river,  and  14  schooners  (prizes  and  others)  sunk.  There  is  a 
battery  of  14  to  17  guns  on  Piney  Point,  and  it  is  reported  that  there 
is  a  small  fort  higher  up  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river.  It  is  reported 
that  the  two  8-inch  G3-[hundredweight]  guns  taken  from  Beacon  Island 
Fort  the  day  before  we  arrived  there  were  taken  to  the  fort  at  Piney 
Point. 

The  Pamlico  River  is  similary  obstructed,  and  a  fort  erected  on  the 
right  bank  on  a  point  formed  by  a  bayou  or  inlet. 

I  learn  from  a  person  residing  at  Portsmouth  that  there  are  10,000 
troops  at  Beaufort,  actively  engaged  in  preparations  for  defense. 

Fort  Macon  is  said  to  be  covered  with  railroad  iron;  whether  sides  or 
top  my  informant  could  not  say. 

I  am  told  that  there  is  an  inland  fort  behind  New  Berne,  bearing 
about  west  from  the  town. 

I  have  no  information  of  the  condition  of  things  at  Wilmington. 

The  more  I  study  the  map  the  more  I  am  convinced  that  Roanoke 
Island  is  the  strategic  point.  This  in  our  possession,  we  can  threaten 
North  Carolina  to  her  center,  and  by  feints  here  and  there  so  distract 
her  that  she  will  lose  sight  of  the  prize  we  seek  and  weaken  her  sup¬ 
port  at  Beaufort.  While  the  attack  is  being  made  at  Roanoke  you  can 
have  time  to  organize  your  force,  and  then  make  a  dash  with  a  strong 
force  by  land  and  your  big  ships  by  water. 

Fort  Macon  can  not  be  taken  by  the  ships.  I  am  told  it  is  a  case- 
mated  fort,  and,  should  you  succeed  in  driving  them  from  the  barbette 
guns,  they  can  retire  to  the  casemates  and  allow  you  to  empty  your 
shell  lockers  with  impunity. 

A  well-commanded  land  force,  in  two  divisions,  one  to  be  transferred 
to  the  nearest  point  on  the  Neuse  River  and  take  Beaufort  in  the  rear, 
while  the  other  division  passed  down  the  sound.  The  first  could  then 
be  taken  by  approaches  in  the  rear,  which  is  its  weak  point.  I  do  not 
believe  there  are  200  rounds  of  powder  in  the  fort,  and  the  more  of  its 
fire  you  draw  the  sooner  it  would  be  compelled  to  surrender. 

Colonel  Hawkins  sent  me  word  last  night  that  his  position  was  to  be 
attacked  to-night  by  a  force  sent  from  Norfolk.  I  have  my  doubts  of 
the  truth  of  the  report  at  present,  but  have  no  doubt  that  the  enemy 
wall  make  an  effort  if  we  remain  so  inactive  and  helpless  as  we  are  at 
present.  We  have  now  been  in  possession  three  weeks,  and  have  been 
compelled  to  act  solely  on  the  defensive.  Had  the  Government  fur¬ 
nished  you  with  tugs  at  the  proper  time  we  could  have  kept  the  enemy 
so  close  that  he  dare  not  attempt  an  offensive  movement. 

I  told  Colonel  Hawkins  that  I  was  prepared  to  cooperate  wdth  him, 
and  he  has  given  me  the  Fanny  for  that  purpose.  She  and  our  launch 
are  equipped  and  ready  to  start  at  a  moment’s  warning. 

It  is  now  10  o’clock  at  night  and  no  message  from  the  colonel;  so  I 
hope  we  shall  not  be  disturbed  to  night.  I  sent  his  message  to  Captain 
Chauncey,  who  will  send  in  two  launches  with  howitzers  as  soon  as  I 
make  signals. 

I  have  worked  hard  at  the  mahogany  schooner  in  these  high  tides, 
but  failed  to  get  her  off.  I  have  given  it  up.  Captain  Chauncey  will 
send  me  assistance  as  soon  as  the  weather  becomes  settled.  We  shall 
have  to  lighten  her  and  raft  the  timber  to  the  beach. 

Our  other  two  prizes  are  still  here.  I  can  not  spare  the  people  at 
present  to  send  them  forward.  I  hope  to  get  the  Spaulding  to  tow  one 
of  them  to  you  in  the  roads.  Can  not  you  get  an  order  for  her  to  do 
so  next  time?  She  is  chartered  to  do  the  work  of  the  Government. 
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I  can  not  close  tliis  without  again  asking  you  to  press  upon  the 
Department  the  necessity  of  giving  you  tugs  for  service  in  these  waters. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  0.  Rowan, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

September  21 ,  10:06  a.  m. — No  news  from  the  enemy  up  to  this  time. 

R. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  tvansmitting  infov- 
mo  tion  regarding  the  fitting  out  of  vessels  at  St.  John.  New  Brunsivick, 
to  run  the  blockade. 

Navy  Department,  September  20, 1861. 
Sir:  I  submit  herewith  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  its  enclosure,  iu  relation  to  vessels 
fitting  out  at  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  to  run  the  blockade. 

I  also  submit  the  following  extract  from  a  dispatch  received  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  from  our  minister  at  London,  viz: 

I  am  notified  by  Mr.  Wilding  of  certain  reported  negotiations  for  the  purchase  of 
the  steamers  Leopold,  Princess  Charlotte,  and  Southampton,  which  have  excited  his 
suspicions. 

He  will  doubtless  furnish  fresh  evidence,  as  he  obtains  it,  directly  to  the 
Department. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


[Enclosure  No.  1.] 


Treasury  Department,  September  18, 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information,  a 
part  of  a  letter  received  by  a  merchant  of  Boston  from  his  correspondent 
in  St.  John,  giving  information  of  vessels  fitting  out  at  that  port  and 
at  Halifax  for  the  purpose  of  running  the  blockade. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 


Hou.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


S.  P.  Chase, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


[  Subenclosures .  ] 

Collector’s  Office,  Custom-House, 

Boston ,  September  16,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  part  of  a  letter  received  by  a  merchant  of  this  city 
from  his  correspondent  in  St.  John,  giving  information  of  what  is  going 
on  there  in  relation  to  the  Southern  trade.  I  am  also  ir  formed  by 
another  merchant  that  he  is  advised  in  the  same  way  of  two  vessels 
fitting  out  at  Halifax  with  similar  cargoes  and  intentions.  I  don’t 
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know  that  such  information  is  of  any  value,  as  these  small  vessels  load 
very  quickly  aud  will  either  have  succeeded  or  failed  before  you  get  it. 
Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Z.  Goodrich, 

Collector. 

Hon.  S.  P.  Chase, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Postscript  to  a  letter  from  St.  John,  September  5,  1861. 

I  wish  to  inform  you  that  there  is  a  schooner  fitting  out  at  St.  John 
with  a  cargo  destined  for  some  port  south.  They  make  their  boast 
that  they  intend  to  run  the  blockade.  Her  name  is  the  J ulia,  of  St.  J ohn, 
and  has  an  assorted  cargo  of  lead,  pig  iron,  quinine,  etc.,  and  intends  to 
make  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  and  will  sail  in  a  few  days.  Please  report.  I 
understand  that  it  is  the  intention  to  fit  out  several  from  the  same 
port. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Humphrey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  command¬ 
ing  TJ.  S.  S.  Young  Rover ,  of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  Hampton 

Roads ,  and  of  her  unfitness  for  blockade  duty. 

U.  S.  S.  Young  Eover, 
Hampton  Roads,  September  20,  1861. 

Sir:  I  arrived  here  yesterday  and  reported  to  Plag-Officer  String- 
ham,  as  ordered  by  Captain  Hudson,  commandant  Boston  naval  sta¬ 
tion.  I  have  orders  from  Flag-Officer  Stringham  to  proceed  off  the 
harbor  of  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  to  blockade  that  port,  and  am  now  getting 
underway.  The  vessel  under  my  command  is  entirely  unfit  for  the 
duty  assigned  her. 

The  boiler  sets  on  the  gun  deck,  the  bottom  of  it  about  2  feet  above 
the  water  line,  the  top  5  feet  above  the  spar  deck,  in  full  view  of  the 
enemy.  It  is  18  feet  long  by  11  feet  high  (the  height  including  the  two 
domes,  one  of  which  is  on  either  side  of  the  shell,  connected  by  a  cop¬ 
per  pipe).  This  surface  of  38  feet  by  11  is  entirely  exposed,  and  if  a 
shot  were  to  enter  the  boiler  while  under  the  pressure  of  steam,  what 
would  be  the  result?  The  gun  deck  would  instantly  be  flooded  with 
boiling  water,  and  my  men  working  the  guns,  and  those  in  the  powder 
division,  be  laid  hors  de  combat.  Moreover,  the  boiler  being  on  the  gun 
deck,  and  weighing  about  12  tons,  makes  it  necessary  to  carry  more 
ballast  to  keep  her  on  her  bottom,  making  her  deeper  in  the  water 
than  she  need  be  were  the  boiler  down  below,  bringing  the  port  sills 
within  3  feet  9  inches  of  the  water  when  lying  in  port  and  perfectly 
upright.  On  the  passage  here,  with  only  a  fresh  breeze,  I  was  obliged 
to  house  my  guns  and  calk  the  ports  to  keep  out  the  water.  How  am  I 
to  fight  with  the  lee  guns  when  their  muzzles  are  under  water,  as  they 
would  be  in  a  topgallant  breeze?  On  the  spar  deck  I  have  one  little 
12-pound  Sawyer  gun.  It  is  good  as  an  auxiliary,  but  with  that  alone 
we  should  make  a  poor  show. 

You  will  doubtless  ask,  “Why  did  you  not  make  these  objections 
before  ?  ”  I  will  explain : 

When  this  vessel  was  purchased,  with  several  others,  I  applied  for  a 
commission.  After  receiving  my  commission,  and  before  being  appointed 
to  a  ship,  I  heard  that  I  was  to  command  the  Young  Rover.  1  went  to 
Mr.  Forbes  and  to  Captain  Hudson  and  said  to  them  that  if  I  was 
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appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Young  Rover  I  should  decline  the 
honor,  unless  the  boiler  was  put  below.  The  answer  was,  « The  boiler 
will  not  go  below,  and  you  will  take  her  as  she  is  or  throw  up  your 
commission  and  may  be  court-martialed.”  After  having  applied  for  a 
command  and  received  a  commission,  the  only  alternative  left,  to  avoid 
the  imputation  of  cowardice,  was  to  go  forward,  which  I  determined  to 
do,  let  the  result  be  what  it  would.  When  Mr.  Forbes  purchased  the  ves- 
sel  he  requested  me  to  get  tenders  for  putting  the  boilers  below,  which 
I  aid.  Mr.  Darton,  a  responsible  ship  carpenter,  offered  to  put  it 
below,  all  complete,  for  $500,  and  I  reported  accordingly  to  Mr.  Forbes. 

the  ship  is  pierced  for  three  guns  on  a  side,  but  has  only  two. 
.Between  the  midship  ports  is  a  water  tank,  which  sets  on  the  keelson  and 
extends  up  through  the  gun  deck  to  the  spar  deck.  I  wished  to  have 

trA.^m0Ve(1  S0  as  carry  two  more  §'UI1S>  or,  at  least,  an  odd  one,  to 
shift  from  side  to  side.  The  expense  would  have  been  trifling.  To 
make  a  long  story  short,  I  was  supposed  to  know  nothing  of  naval 
matters,  and  my  suggestions  were  treated  accordingly.  Outlie  second 
week  day  out  from  Boston  opened  magazine  and  fired  two  rounds,  one 
with  shot,  one  with  blank  cartridges.  Although  my  crew  had  exercised 
at  the  guns  but  one  day,  and  only  two  or  three  had  ever  seen  a  gun 
handled  before,  they  worked  them  remarkably  well  and  quickly.  At  9 
p.  m.,  same  day,  beat  to  quarters  without  any  previous  intimation  of 
my  intention,  and  in  five  minutes  from  the  commencement  of  the  call 
every  division  had  reported  ready  for  action. 

I  consider  this  very  good  time,  considering  the  difficulties  under 
which  we  labor.  Respecting  our  hammocks,  the  guns,  boiler,  and  store¬ 
rooms  monopolizing  the  berth  deck,  and  no  provision  being  made  for 
them  (the  hammocks)  on  the  spar  deck,  we  are  obliged  to  open  the 
hatch  and  store  them  below,  on  top  of  provisions  and  water.  This,  of 
course,  keeps  them  in  a  dirty,  damp  condition,  tending  to  promote 
disease. 

Before  proceeding  to  the  station  assigned  me,  I  thought  it  was  a  duty 
which  I  owed  to  myself  and  the  Department  to  make  a  plain  statement 
of  facts,  which  I  have  done. 

Hoping  my  course  will  meet  your  approbation,  I  am,  very  respect¬ 
fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Humphrey, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Rowan ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee , 
regarding  coal  and  provisions  for  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Eatteras  Inlet ,  September  21,  1861. 

Sir:  The  Spaulding  will  be  ready  to  leave  to-day. 

I  have  already  informed  you  that  I  wanted  coal.  I  have  now  to  state 
that  unless  I  receive  coal  within  the  next  ten  days  we  shall  not  be  able 
to  move  even  the  little  tug  Fanny.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  you  have 
it  in  your  power  to  send  me  a  schooner  load  of  coal.  If  you  could  send 
it  in  a  schooner  belonging  to  the  Government,  so  much  the  better,  as  it 
would  afford  me  an  opportunity  of  sending  the  crew  and  officer  back 
in  charge  of  one  of  our  prizes.  A  better  plan,  perhaps,  would  be  to 
send  a  schooner  load,  say  100  tons,  of  coal.  I  would  take  out  of  her 
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all  but  wh at  would  be  required  for  ballast,  and  send  her  back  for  another 

cargo.  .  T  , 

The  provisions  came  in  time  by  the  Baltimore.  In  answer  to  your 
enquiry  about  a  supply  of  water,  I  have  to  state  that  water  of  an  indif¬ 
ferent  quality  can  be  had  at  the  windmill,  but  the  difficulty  of  getting 
it  is  serious.  Our  launch  would  have  to  make  a  circuitous  route  to  get 
there,  which  would  consume  much  time,  and  the  risk  would  be  so  great 
in  such  strong  tides  that  I  would  respectfully  request  that  you  send  me 
water  as  soon  as  you  can.  We  are  now  on  allowance,  and  distilling 
water  as  fast  as  our  wretched  arrangements  will  permit.  Had  our  con¬ 
denser  been  connected  with  the  tanks,  as  it  should  be,  we  _could  have 
sufficient  water,  and  to  spare;  as  it  is,  we  have  to  draw  it  off  in  buckets, 
hoist  to  spar  deck,  start  into  breakers,  and  then  into  tanks.  In  this  way 
we  get  about  90  or  100  gallons  per  day.  When  I  can  have  a  small  tug 
to  tow  the  launch  I  will  be  able  to  get  some  water  from  the  island. 

William  T.  Phillips,  an  escaped  prisoner  from  the  enemy,  I  send  north 
in  the  Spaulding,  with  directions  to  see  you.  You  may  get  some  infor¬ 
mation  from  him.  I  took  his  history  in  writing,  but  he  appears  to  have 
no  more  information  than  is  already  in  my  possession.  He  sailed  from 
New  York  in  June  for  the  West  Indies  in  the  Nathaniel  Chase ,  and  on 
his  return  from  Cuba  was  captured  off  Ocracoke  Inlet. 

1  have  made  enquiry  of  Colonel  Hawkins  for  vouchers  and  property 
belonging  to  Captain  Clements.  He  says  he  has  no  property  belonging 
to  that  officer  of  any  description,  nor  has  he  heard  of  any  in  the  posses¬ 
sion  of  his  troops. 

The  German  troops  plundered  and  destroyed  every  species  of  prop¬ 
erty,  burned  large  amount  of  stores  at  the  encampment,  and  if  there  is 
anything  belonging  to  Captain  Clements  in  our  possession,  the  Dutch¬ 
men  have  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  Eowan, 
Commander,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldshorough,  TJ.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  detaching  the  TJ.  S.  S. 

Wabash  from  his  command. 

Navy  Department,  September  21, 1861. 

Sir:  The  steam  frigate  Wabash  having  been  designated  as  the  flag¬ 
ship  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  appointed  to  command  the  Southern 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  will  be  regarded  as  detached  from  the 
squadron  under  your  command  and  has  been  ordered  to  New  York. 

Transmitted  herewith  are  detachments  of  Surgeon  Clymer  from  the 
Roanoke  to  the  Wabash  and  of  Surgeon  Gilchrist  from  the  latter  to  the 
former  vessel. 

Should  the  Wabash  have  sailed  for  New  York,  you  will  direct  Surgeon 
Clymer  to  join  the  ship  at  that  port,  and  Surgeon  Gilchrist  will  be 
ordered  by  the  Department  to  proceed  to  Hampton  Roads  for  duty  on 
the  Roanoke. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 
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Report  of  Commander  Glisson ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S  Mount 
Vernon,  regarding  the  conditon  of  that  vessel 

IT.  S.  S.  Mount  Yernon, 
Rappahannock  [River],  September  22,  1861. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  to  you  the  report  of  the  chief  engineer  of 
this  vessel,  by  which  you  will  see  that  if  something  is  not  promptly 
done  to  the  engines  of  this  vessel  some  serious  accident  may  occur  at 
any  moment.  I  would  also  state  that  the  bottom  of  this  vessel  is  in  a 
dieadful  condition,  for,  not  being  coppered,  she  is  covered  with  barna¬ 
cles  and  grass  over  1  inch  in  length,  which  has  reduced  her  speed  to 
one-iourtli  Jess  than  it  was  when  we  left  New  York  nearly  five  months 
since.  The  worms  must  by  this  time  be  well  bedded  in  the  plank. 

I  make  this  report  to  relieve  myself  from  any  blame  in  case  the  hull 
ot  this  vessel  should  be  seriously  injured.  I  have  made  this  statement 
to  you  verbally  on  one  or  two  occasions  previously. 

I  have  water  on  board  to  last  until  the  3d  of  October.  We  are  all 
well  on  board,  and  everything  is  quiet  off  the  Rappahannock.  I  con¬ 
gratulate  you  on  your  brilliant  victory  at  Cape  Hatteras. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  S.  Glisson, 

™  ^  „  Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  Silas  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  the  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  etc. 


Order  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Golds- 
borough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron , 
regarding  U.  S.  S.  Wabash.  ’ 

Navy  Department,  September  22, 1861. 
Sir:  You  will  please  give  such  instructions  and  make  such  disposi¬ 
tion  tor  the  relief  ot  the  frigate  Wabash  as  to  enable  that  vessel  to  be 
in  New  York  by  the  1st  of  October. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Order  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Golds¬ 
borough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
regarding  vessels  requiring  repairs. 

Navy  Department,  September  22,  1861. 
Sir:  Such  vessels  composing  your  command  as,  in  your  judgment, 
must  leave  the  station  for  repairs  not  requiring  docking,  might  be  sent 
to  Baltimore,  and  the  commanding  officer  directed  to  call  upon  the 
navy  agent. 

This  order  is  intended  to  embrace  principally  the  chartered  steamers, 
which  require  so  much  repairing  in  their  engines  and  boilers. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  8.  Navy ,  of  having  transferred  the 
command  of  the  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  to  Flag-Officer  Golds- 
horough ,  U.  8.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  September  23,  1861. 

Sir  :  Having  in  obedience  to  your  orders  hauled  down  my  flag  and 
turned  over  the  command  of  the  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  to 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough,  I  take  this  occasion  to  thank  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  the  kindness  he  has  shown  me 
during  the  continuance  of  my  command. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  of  having  assumed 
command  of  the  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  September  23,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  my  arrival  here  in  the  Con¬ 
gress,  night  before  last,  and  of  my  having  this  day  assumed  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  agreeably  to  your  orders 
of  the  18th  instant. 

May  I  beg  leave,  sir,  to  return  my  most  sincere  thanks  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  for  the  honor  thus  conferred  upon  me,  and  to  assure  it  that  I 
will  do  everything  in  my  power  to  further  its  wishes  in  accomplishing 
the  great  object  in  view  and  to  prove  myself  worthy  of  its  confidence. 

The  following  communications  from  the  Department  have  been  re¬ 
ceived,  viz:  One  of  the  18th  instant,  appointing  me  a  flag-officer;  one 
of  the  18th  instant,  confidential;  one  of  the  18th  instant,  concerning 
steamers  Stars  and  Stripes  and  E.  B.  Hale  and  tugs  General  Putnam 
and  Ceres-,  one  of  the  20th  instant,  relating  to  vessels  fitting  out  at  St. 
John,  New  Brunswick,  and  to  information  received  by  State  Depart¬ 
ment  from  our  minister  at  London ;  and  one  of  the  20th  instant,  enclos¬ 
ing  a  proposition  from  a  party  in  Baltimore  to  supply  fresh  beef  to 
vessels  about  Hampton  Roads. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Washington  City,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Rowan ,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee ,  to  furnish  information  regarding 
the  disposition  of  prizes. 

Navy  Department,  September  23, 1861. 
Sir:  You  will  please  inform  the  Department  what  disposition  you 
have  made  of  the  prizes  taken  by  you  at  Hatteras  Inlet. 

The  Department  also  desires  full  information  respecting  the  vessels 
that  were  taken  at  the  capture  of  the  forts,  some  of  which,  it  seems, 
had  been  captured  by  the  rebels  and  belonged  to  citizens  of  the  loyal 
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States  who  are  making  enquiry  in  regard  to  them.  If  they  are  in 
proper  condition,  they  had,  perhaps,  better  be  sent  to  some  Northern 
port. 

Captain  Sidney  Baker,  the  owner  of  one  of  the  vessels,  the  Henry 
Nutt,  recaptured,  will  visit  Hatteras,  and,  if  the  vessel  is  in  proper 
condition,  you  will  place  a  prize  crew  on  board  of  her  and  send  her  to 
Philadelphia  for  adjudication,  allowing  him  to  take  passage  in  her. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Y.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Faivnee,  Hatteras  Inlet. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  JJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  to  Acting  Master  Elliott,  U.  S.  Navy,  command¬ 
ing  TJ.  S.  S.  Ceres,  to  proceed  to  Ha  tteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 

IT.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  September  23,  1861. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  steamer  under  your  command  to 
Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  and,  on  your  arrival  there,  report  to  the 
senior  naval  officer  for  such  duty  as  he  may  require  of  you. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Acting  Master  Jared  [L.]  Elliott, 

U.  S.  S.  Ceres,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  urging  the  retention 
of  Commander  Case ,  U.  S.  Navy,  for  duty  on  the  flagship. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  September  24,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  do  most  earnestly  solicit  the  Department  to  continue  Com¬ 
mander  Case  on  board  this  ship  in  his  present  relation  toward  me,  and 
not  to  deprive  me  of  his  services  at  this  early  period  of  my  command, 
where,  in  truth,  they  are  indispensable  to  the  proper  and  efficient  dis¬ 
charge  of  my  duties.  I  do  assure  the  Department  that  I  have  not  an 
officer  or  person  associated  immediately  with  me  whose  services  can  be 
spared.  All  are,  and  will  be,  kept  busily  employed  in  important  public 
concerns;  but  with  regard  to  Commander  Case,  whose  duty  it  is,  among 
various  other  things,  to  conduct  my  office  work,  to  be  compelled  to  part 
with  him  at  this  particular  time,  would  be  to  me  a  matter  of  the  deepest 
regret  and  inconvenience.  I  sincerely  hope,  therefore,  that  this  request 
concerning  him  may  be  gratified,  and  that  his  orders  to  command  the 
Vandalia  may  be  revoked.  He  is  the  officer  of  all  others  in  the  service 
I  should  prefer  to  have  as  the  head  of  my  staff. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Secretary  op  the  Navy, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  urging  watchfulness 
for  G.  S.  steamers  J amestown  and  Yorktown. 

Navy  Department,  September  24,  1861. 
Sir:  Tlie  Department  learns  from  a  reliable  source  that  the  steamers 
Jamestown  and  Yorktown <  which  were  seized  by  the  rebels  and  fitted  up 
for  war  purposes,  are  not  coppered.  The  insurgents  will  therefore,  no 
doubt,  strive  to  get  them  around  to  Norfolk. 

A  vigilant  watch  should  be  kept  for  them,  as  they  are  (the  Yorktown 
especially)  represented  to  be  very  fast  boats. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding,  etc.,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  schooner 
Argyle. 

Navy  Department,  September  24,  1861. 
Sir:  The  TT«  S.  consul  at  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  has  informed  the 
Department  by  telegraph  of  the  sailing  from  that  port  on  the  22d  instant 
of  the  schooner  Argyle. 

She  cleared  for  Matamoras,  but  it  is  reported  intended  first  to  attempt 
to  enter  either  Beaufort,  St.  Josephs,  or  St.  Marks. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  officers 
for  his  command. 

Navy  Department,  September  24, 1861. 
Sir  :  The  demand  for  officers  is  so  great  that  the  services  of  a  flag- 
lieutenant  can  not  be  allowed  you.  Mr.  Grafton  will  therefore  assume 
the  duties  of  second  lieutenant  of  the  Minnesota. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  to  Captain  Ringgold,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  ship  Sabine,  to  proceed  to  duty  on  the  blockade  of  South  Carolina. 


IJ.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  September  24,  1861. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  to  sea  with  the  ship  under  your  command  and 
cruise  between  Cape  Romain  and  Georgetown,  S.  0.,  until  further 
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orders  or  until  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  return  to  this  port  for 
supplies. 

You  will  blockade  the  coast  as  closely  as  possible  and  endeavor  to 
prevent  all  communication  with  the  enemy. 

A  list  of  vessels  which  have  sailed  or  are  loading-  to  run  the  blockade 
is  herewith  furnished  you,  and  it  is  hoped  you  will  be  able  to  capture 
them. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborotjgh, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Captain  C.  Ringgold,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  Ship  Sabine,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  to  Commander  Yard,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
TJ.  S.  ship  Hale ,  to  proceed  to  duty  on  the  blockade  of  Florida. 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  September  24,  1861. 
Sir:  Yon  will  report  the  Hale  ready  for  sea  to  morrow  and  if  the 
weather  will  permit  sail  for  the  coast  of  Florida  and  blockade  the  port 
of  Fernandina  until  further  orders  or  until  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
for  you  to  return  to  this  place  for  supplies. 

A  list  of  vessels  which  have  sailed  or  are  loading  to  run  the  blockade 
is  herewith  furnished  you,  and  it  is  hoped  you  will  be  able  to  capture 
them. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  E.  M.  Yard,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  Ship  Hale,  Hampton  Roads. 


Order  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  forward  certain 

communications  from  prisoners  to  their  destination. 

Navy  Department,  September  24, 1861. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  the  following  communications,  in  unsealed 
envelopes,  from  certain  persons  at  Fort  Lafayette  to  parties  in  North 
Carolina  and  Virginia,  viz:  From  W.  S.  G.  Andrews  to  the  governor  of 
North  Carolina,  Raleigh;  from  W.  S.  G.  Andrews  to  the  adjutant- 
general  of  North  Carolina,  Raleigh;  from  Jas.  A.  J.  Bradford  to  the 
Hon.  Warren  Winslow,  Raleigh,  N.  C.;  and  from  S.  Barron  to  the  Hon. 
S.  R.  Mallory,  Richmond,  Va. 

You  will  please  have  these  letters  delivered,  the  first  opportunity 
offering,  to  responsible  parties,  to  be  forwarded  to  their  destination. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 
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Order  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  in  regard  to  TJ.  S.  S. 
Dawn. 

Navy  Department,  September  24, 1861. 
Sir  :  You  will  please  give  orders  for  tire  steamer  Dawn  to  proceed  to 
Washington  as  early  as  practicable. 

Her  commanding  officer  is  to  be  brought  before  a  court  of  enquiry, 
and  the  court  is  now  in  session  at  the  Washington  navy  yard. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Gomdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


[Telegram.] 

Washington,  September  25, 1861. 
Commander  Case  will  be  retained  on  board  the  Minnesota.  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Haggerty  will  command  the  Vandalia. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 

Care  M.  N.  Falls,  by  this  evening’s  boat. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  enlistment 

of  contrabands. 

Navy  Department,  September  25, 1861. 

Sir:  The  Department  finds  it  necessary  to  adopt  a  regulation  with 
respect  to  the  large  and  increasing  number  of  persons  of  color,  com¬ 
monly  known  as  contraband,  now  subsisted  at  the  navy  yard  and  on 
board  ships  of  war. 

These  can  neither  be  expelled  from  the  service  to  which  they  have 
resorted,  nor  can  they  be  maintained  unemployed,  and  it  is  not  proper 
that  they  should  be  compelled  to  render  necessary  and  regular  services 
without  a  stated  compensation.  You  are  therefore  authorized,  when 
their  services  can  be  made  useful,  to  enlist  them  for  the  naval  service, 
under  the  same  forms  and  regulations  as  apply  to  other  enlistments. 
They  will  be  allowed,  however,  no  higher  rating  than  “boys,”  at  a  com¬ 
pensation  of  $10  per  month  and  one  ration  a  day. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Gomdg .  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  the  closing 
of  the  inlets  of  North  Carolina,  by  sinking  vessels  loaded  with  stone. 

Navy  Department,  September  25,  1861. 
Sir  :  The  steam  tug  Lockwood  is  hereby  placed  at  your  disposal. 

The  Department  wishes  its  instructions  carried  out  relative  to  closing 
all  the  inlets,  except  Hatteras,  so  soon  as  in  your  judgment  it  is  prac¬ 
ticable. 
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Commander  Stellwagen  (having  hired  the  men  now  on  board  the  store 
vessels)  has  been  ordered  to  report  to  you  for  any  duty  you  assign  him 
m  connection  with  this  matter,  and  after  this  work  is  finished  ySu  will 

pay  off  and  discharge  these  men,  according  to  any  agreement  entered 
into  by  mm. 


Commander  Stellwagen  will  then  return  to  Washington  to  take  com¬ 
mand  of  the  Hetzel ,  which  steamer,  together  with  the  tug  Underwriter , 
will  soon  be  sent  into  Hatteras  Inlet,  for  any  duty  you  may  require. 
Other  light-draft  vessels  will  be  added  as  early  as  practicable.  The 
P awnee  will  be  required  on  other  duty  certainly  by  the  5th  day  of  October. 

Let  her  report  in  Washington  on  that  day. 

Report  the  vessels  of  the  reconnoissance  at  New  Inlet  (see  instruc¬ 
tions*  of  September  3  to  Flag-Officer  Stringham)  as  early  as  practicable. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


™  Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  for  the  observance  of  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer, 
as  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States'. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  September  25,  1861. 
The  President  of  the  United  States  having  by  proclamation  appointed 
to  morrow,  Thursday,  September  26,  as  a  day  of  public  humiliation, 
fasting,  and  prayer,  to  be  observed  by  the  people  of  the  United  States 
with  religious  solemnities  and  the  offering  of  fervent  supplications  to 
Almighty  God  for  the  safety  and  welfare  of  these  States,  His  blessings 
on  their  arms,  and  a  speedy  restoration  of  peace,  I  hereby  direct  that 
a  suspension  of  duties  on  board  the  vessels  under  my  command  shall 
take  place  accordingly,  and  that  divine  service  be  performed  on  board 
each  one  having  a  chaplain  attached  to  her  at  the  hour  of  half  past 
10  o’clock  a.  m. 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

A  copy  of  the  above  was  sent  to  each  United  States  vessel  in  this 
port. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  to  Commander  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Pawnee,  regarding  rifled  gun  and  hcnvitzer. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads ,  September  25,  1861. 
Sir  :  If  the  rifled  gun  and  howitzer  belonging  to  this  ship  are  not  par¬ 
ticularly  required  at  Hatteras  you  will  please  send  them  up  by  the 
S.  R.  Spaulding ;  but  if  they  are,  we  will  send  you  ammunition  for  them 
if  you  desire  it. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Commander  S.  C.  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pawnee,  Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 


See  p.  162. 
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Report  of  Captain  Mercer ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  8.  Wabash, 
regarding  the  delivery  of  letters  from  the  British  consul  at  Charleston, 
S.  C. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Wabash, 

Off  Charleston,  September  26,  1861. 

Sir:  On  my  arrival  here  to  relieve  the  Roanoke,  Flag  Officer  Pender- 
grast  put  into  my  hands  an  official  letter  from  the  British  consul 
(Bunch)  at  Charleston,  addressed  to  Commander  Lyons,  of  H.  B.  M.  S. 
Racer,  or  to  the  commander  of  any  other  of  her  Britannic  Majesty’s  ves¬ 
sels  off  Charleston.  Also  a  letter  (open),  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed 
for  your  information,  addressed  “To  the  master  of  the  British  ship 
Palinurus,  of  Calcutta.”  Both  of  these  letters  Flag-Officer  Pender- 
grast  directed  me  to  dispose  of  as  requested  by  Mr.  Bunch.  The  first 
[was]  delivered  to  the  lieutenant  who  was  sent  to  this  ship  from  the 
Challenger  by  Commodore  Dunlop.  The  letter  addressed  to  the  master 
of  the  Palinurus  is  still  in  my  possession. 

A  similar  letter  to  the  latter  was  sent  to  me  (open)  by  the  Spanish 
consul  at  Charleston,  requesting  that  I  would  dispose  of  it  as  Flag- 
Officer  Pendergrast  directed  me  to  dispose  of  the  one  for  the  master  of 
the  Palinurus,  but  I  politely  declined  to  comply  with  his  request,  and  I 
shall  refuse  to  receive  and  deliver  any  letters  addressed  to  the  master 
of  foreign  merchantmen  until  I  receive  instructions  from  yourself  or 
some  other  senior  officer. 

In  regard  to  the  letters  addressed  to  the  masters  of  merchantmen, 
they  can  be  readily  couched  in  such  terms,  with  a  previous  understand¬ 
ing,  as  to  convey  to  the  master  of  the  vessel  very  important  information 
in  reference  to  the  disposition  of  his  vessel  and  cargo  entirely  contrary 
to  what  appears  on  the  face  of  the  letter. 

Mr.  Bunch  came  out  with  a  flag  of  truce  on  the  5th  instant,  ostensibly 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  off  for  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast  an  apology 
for  hoisting  the  secession  hag  onboard  the  steamer  which  bore  the  flag 
of  truce  soon  after  she  stood  away  from  the  Roanoke  to  go  into  Charles¬ 
ton.  His  real  object,  I  think,  was  to  learn  from  me  why  I  captured  the 
Sarah  Starr.  I  told  him  she  was  captured  because  she  had  not  a 
proper  register.  I  took  occasion  while  he  was  on  board  to  say  that 
Flag-Officer  Pendergrast  had  directed  me  to  deliver  two  letters  from 
him,  one  (of  an  official  character)  addressed  to  the  commander  of  any 
of  her  Majesty’s  vessels  off  Charleston,  and  another  addressed  to  the 
master  of  the  British  ship  Palinurus;  that  both  of  them  would  be 
delivered,  because  I  was  ordered  to  deliver  them,  but  that  I  considered 
such  a  proceeding  irregular  and  would  not  deliver  any  such  on  my  own 
responsibility.  He  then  told  me  that  you  and  McKean  and  Pender¬ 
grast  had  received  and  delivered  such  letters,  addressed  to  the  com¬ 
manders  of  her  Majesty’s  vessels  which  might  appear  off  Charleston. 
I  then  told  him  I  would  do  the  same  until  I  heard  from  you,  provided 
he  would  accompany  them  with  a  note  that  the  letters  contained  noth¬ 
ing  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States.  To  this  arrange¬ 
ment  he  agreed.  To  the  masters  of  merchantmen,  I  gave  him  to 
understand,  no  letters  would  be  delivered  by  me  until  I  received  instruc¬ 
tions  to  the  contrary,  as  I  had  already  refused  to  present  similar  letters 
sent  to  me  by  the  Spanish  consul  at  Charleston. 

The  Connecticut  has  just  arrived.  I  will  add,  in  closing,  that  little  of 
importance  has  occurred  since  my  arrival.  The  Savannah  stopped  a 
short  time  off  this  place  on  Tuesday  of  this  week  on  her  way  down  to 
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K1C,US?  mI  callin8’  y°ur  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Van- 
dalia  has  been  blockading  ott  this  place  three  months  and  a  half. 

1  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  Mercer, 

Flag-Officer  S.  H.  Stringham,  Captain. 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Flagship  Minnesota. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron ,  to  Commander  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Fawnee,  to  proceed  to  Washington  with  that  vessel. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  September  26,  1861. 

Sir:  The  Navy  Department  informs  me  the  Pawnee  will  be  required 
at  Washington  on  the  5th  of  October.  You  will  therefore  make 
arrangements  to  report  her  there  on  that  day,  touching  at  this  place, 
it  practicable,  on  your  way. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

„  ,  Flag-Officer. 

Commander  S.  C.  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pawnee,  Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  to  Lieutenant  Braine,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Monticello,  to  proceed  to  duty  off  Charleston,  S.  C. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  September  26,  1861. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  off  Charleston,  S.  C.,  with  the  vessel  under 
your  command,  and  on  your  arrival  there  report  to  Commander  L.  C. 
Sartori  for  service  in  blockading  that  port, 

A  list  of  vessels  which  have  sailed  or  are  about  sailing  from  England, 
etc.,  to  violate  the  blockade  is  herewith  furnished  you,  and  it  is  all 
important  you  should  use  dispatch  in  arriving  at  your  station,  for  it  is 
believed  some  of  the  steamers  will  endeavor  to  run  into  Charleston. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  D.  L.  Braine,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  S.  Monticello,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Commander  Chandler,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Hawn, 
regarding  the  disabled  condition  of  that  vessel. 

IT.  S.  S.  Dawn, 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia ,  Thursday,  September  26, 1861 — lp.  m. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Ceres  (Master’s  Mate 
Elliott)  never  stopped  (as  Mr.  Elliott  positively  promised)  to  convey  to 
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vou  my  report  of  the  20th,  which  I  shall  hand  you,  arid  which  I  gave 
him  the  substance  of  verbally,  to  wit,  that  our  engine  was  disabled,  and 
that  it  was  important  that  its  condition,  rendering  our  steamer  helpless 
for  blockading  service,  should  be  reported  to  the  flag  officer. 

Our  water  and  coal  being  nearly  out,  I  have  therefore  reluctantly  left 
our  station  before  the  weather  should  be  too  rough,  and  without  waiting 
for  a  relief,  to  report  the  condition  of  the  steamer  to  you. 

If  we  could  lay  by  you  a  day  and  have  some  keys  made  at  your 
forge,  the  crank  pin  might  be  tightened  sufficiently  to  run  the  engine  a 
few  days  longer  in  smooth  weather,  but  I  would  not  insure  the  safety 
of  the  steamer  (her  sails  being  worn  out  and  rotten  and  her  bottom  very 
foul  and  leaky)  if  caught  in  a  gale  on  our  coast— that  is,  if  it  be  the 
intention  to  send  her  to  New  York— for  she  now  leaks  about  5  feet  in 
twenty-four  hours,  and  might  leak  in  rough  weather  twice  as  much,  and 
if  our  steam  should  give  out  we  have  one  other  pump  only,  besides  the 

donkey  pump,  to  free  her.  ,  ,  „ 

I  respectfully  suggest  that  the  crank  pm  should  be  keyed  before 
going  to  Newport  News  for  water,  and  that  the  chief  engineei  and 
other  engineers  of  the  flagship  may  come  on  board  and  hold  a  survey 
on  the  Dawn’s  engine. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  [servant], 

William  Chandler, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  of  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  to  Commander  Chandler,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  8.  8.  Hawn,  to  proceed  to  Washington,  1).  C. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  September  26,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Washington  with  the  vessel  under  your 
command  as  soon  as  possible  and  report  to  the  honorable  Secretary  or 
the  Navy. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough. 

Commander  William  Chandler, 

U.  8.  8.  Hawn. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  acknowledging  communications  from  the  Depart¬ 
ment,  and  regarding  affairs  of  his  command. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  September  27,  1S61. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  following  com¬ 
munications  from  the  Department: 

Letter  of  September  18,  with  reference  to  the  steamers  8tars  and 
Stripes  arid  F.  B.  Hale  and  tugs  General  Putnam  and  Ceres. 

The  Stars  and  Stripes  arrived  last  night,  but  the  E.  B.  Hale  has  not 
made  her  appearance.  The  tugs  I  have  sent  to  Hatteras  Inlet.  Also 
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letter  of  same  date,  transmitting  copies  of  letter  from  collector  of  Bos- 
ton,  and  postscript  of  letter  from  St.  John,  New  Brunswick 

“S  f  September  20,  enclosing  offer  of  Bankhead  &  Thomas  to  sup- 
ply  beef  to  the  squadron;  also  of  same  date,  referring  to  purchase  in 
the 'Rebels f  Steam6rS  LeoPold'  Princess  Charlotte ,  and  Southampton  for 

Letter  of  September  21,  detaching  U.  S.  S.  Wabash  from  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron;  detaching  also  Surgeon  Clymer  from  Roanoke 
to  Wabash,  and  Surgeon  Gilchrist  from  Wabash  to  Roanoke ;  also  of 
same  date,  directing  provisions  on  board  chartered  steamer  to  be  placed 
on  board  storeship  Badger,  and  directing  U.  S.  storeship  Supply  to  New 


Letter  of  September  22,  that  vessels  requiring  repairs  may  be  sent 
to  Baltimore;  also  directing  the  Wabash  to  be  relieved  that  she  mavbe 
m  New  Fork  by  1st  October.  J 

Letter  of  September  23,  referring  the  application  of  Acting  Master 
John  1.  Ferguson  for  two  weeks’  leave  to  myself;  also  of  same  date, 
enclosing  luterrogatories  from  naval  general  court-martial,  which  have 
been  executed  and  returned  September  27  to  the  honorable  Secretarv 
of  the  Navy.  J 

Letter  of  September  24,  informing  me  that  the  rebel  steamers  TorJc- 
town  and  Jamestown  are  not  coppered,  and  that  the  rebels  wish  to  take 
them  to  Norfolk  to  dock  them;  also  of  same  date,  ordering  the  U.  S.  S. 
Dawn  to  Washington;  also  of  same  date,  informing  me  of  the  clear¬ 
ance  of  schooner  Argyle  from  Halifax,  and  that  she  will  try  to  run  the 
blockade. 

Letter  of  September  25,  directing  that  “  persons  of  color,  commonly 
known  as  contrabands,”  may  be  enlisted  as  “boys”  at  $10  per  month 
and  one  ration  per  diem;  also  of  same  date,  with  reference  to  J.  W. 
Mungoe,  quarter  gunner  of  the  Roanoke.  ■ 

The  Sabine  arrived  on  the  24th  and  is  already  detailed  to  blockade 
off  Georgetown,  S.  C.,  there  and  Cape  Rornain. 

The  Bale  is  detailed  to  blockade  Fernandina. 

My  present  purpose  is  to  employ  the  Monticello  (which  vessel  arrived 
here  on  the  25th)  and  Stars  and  Stripes  to  tow  stone  schooners  to  Hat- 
teras  Inlet,  under  directions  of  Commander  Stellwagen,  then  to  dis¬ 
patch  the  former  to  blockade  off  Charleston  and  to  let  the  latter 
remain  at  Hatteras  Inlet  to  take  the  place  of  the  Pawnee ,  ordered  to 
Washington. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  E.  B.  Hale  I  shall  send  her,  with  Commander 
Missroon  on  board,  to  make  the  examination  required  of  New  Inlet, 
and,  after  accomplishing  that  object,  to  proceed  off  Savannah  and 
remain  there.  None  but  a  vessel  drawing  less  than  8  feet  water  will 
answer  to  make  the  examination  in  view. 

It  is  now  blowing  a  gale  of  wind  from  the  eastward,  but  the  moment 
the  weather  will  permit  I  shall  dispatch  Commander  Stellwagen  with 
the  steamers  and  stone  boats  to  Hatteras  to  carry  out  effectually  the 
wishes  of  the  Department  in  relation  to  blocking  up  bulkheads. 

As  soon  as  I  get  the  result  of  the  examination  of  New  Inlet  I  will 
forward  it  to  the  Department.  , 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborougji, 

Flag-  Officer, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

N  W  R— YOL  6 - 17 
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As  both  water  and  coal  were  wanting  at  Hatteras  Inlet  by  the  last 
accounts  from  Commander  Eowan,  I  have  sent  some  12,000  gallons  ot 
the  former  there  in  the  army  steamer  Spaulding,  which  left  here  last 
night,  and  am  about  to  send  some  200  tons  of  coal  in  a  merchant 
schooner  suitable  for  the  purpose.  She  will  leave  as  soon  as  the  weather 
will  permit,  or  at  the  furthest  shortly  afterwards. 

Xj«  M-i  lx* 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.S. 
Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  transmitting  infor¬ 
mation  regarding  suspected  blockade  runners. 

Navy  Department,  September  27, 1861. 
Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  copies  of  the  following  papers,  which  have 

been  received  by  the  Department,  viz: 

Letter  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Halifax  [Nova  Scotia],  dated  the  14th 
instant,  in  relation  to  the  schooners  P.  F.  Williston ,  Lmery,  and  Mul- 
grave,  fitted  out  at  that  port,  it  is  suspected,  for  the  purpose  of  running 

the  blockade.  . 

Letter  from  the  district  attorney  at  Boston,  relative  to  the  ship  Nor¬ 
way  and  the  schooner  Judah. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commading  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  Consulate  Office, 
Halifax  [Nova  Scotia ],  September  14, 1861. 

Sir:  The  schooner  P.  F.  Williston,  an  American-built  fore-and-aft 
schooner,  with  one  topmast,  sails  from  this  port  to-day  loaded  with  a 
cargo  of  fish,  purporting  to  be  bound  for  Boston. 

Circumstances  have /just  come  to  my  knowledge  which  justify  a  sus¬ 
picion  that  this  vessel  is  destined  for  one  of  the  ports  in  North  Carolina. 

The  schooners  Fmery  and  Mulgrave ,  British  vessels,  belonging  to  this 
port  and  heretofore  running  to  the  West  Indies  (and  now  purporting 
to  be  bound  thither),  are  fitting  out  with  general  cargoes,  destined, 
also,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  for  some  of  the  Southern  blockaded  ports. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  M.  Jackson. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

P.  S. — These  latter  vessels  are  expected  to  sail  next  week. 


TJ.  S.  Marshal’s  Office,  District  of  Massachusetts, 

Boston ,  September  21,  1861. 

Sir:  Ship  Norway ,  Major,  master,  now  at  St.  John,  New  Brunswick, 
while  at  Belize  last  May,  furnished  four  guns  to  a  privateer.  She 
leaves  St.  John  this  week.  This  I  have  on  the  authority  of  Munro 
Berry  Hill,  quartermaster  of  the  Norway  at  the  time.  The  guns  were 
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^  ^  7  on  bo,artl  a  steamep  called  the  Victoria ,  he 

fitting  rmfd  tTa  ao  t0  !m  lslaad  below  where  the  privateer  was 

o  t>  ,  ?.e  says  the  captain  either  gave  or  sold  the  guns,  he  does 
not  know  which,  and  with  them  a  can  of  powder.  The  ship  was  in  the 
f!?i9tradVnd  mounted  these  guns  on  her  quarter-deck,  two  6,  and 
l  °  1-pounders— common  iron  guns.  The  ship  is  owned  in  New  Orleans 
and  New  York  and  is  loading  with  deals  in  St.John  to  go  hack  to 

sinfette  blockade  WeUt  ^  “  car«°  °f  «»“<">  from  New  Orleans 

Also  it  is  reported  to  me  by  reliable  parties  that  the  schooner  Judah 

has  recently  sailed  trom  St.  John  with  a  cargo  of  quicksilver,  tin,  lead 

run ? +h  ft1  bhv  f^30’0^,0’  Wltb  two  Southern  pilots  on  board  in  order  to 

si^iwlv  ^  •  Sb®  .sailed  within  a  day  or  two,  and  was  fitted  out 

similaily  oo  the  ship  Alliance. 

fwh6Se  faCtS  J  ^aVe  deemed  ProPer  to  bring  to  your  attention  in  order 
that  you  may  take  suck  action  thereon  as  you  may  consider  necessary. 

I  telegraphed  on  Tuesday  last  a  request  to  have  the  Susan  Jane,  one 
ot  the  Hatteras  prizes,  ordered  to  this  port,  as  she  was  fitted  out  by 
parties  here,  and  the  cargo  and  bills  of  lading  and  other  papers  would 
furnish  evidence  ot  the  guilt  of  the  parties  here  by  which  they  might 
be  convicted.  I  could  identify  every  case  of  boots  and  shoes,  ascertain 
the  maker  and  seller,  and  nearly  all  the  other  goods,  if  they  were  here, 
o  f  r>wi  r®c<?u"ed  uo  answer  to  the  request,  and,  as  the  vessel  is  reported 
hnadelpLua,  I  should  consider  it  useful,  if  she  can  not  be  sent  here 
to  have  the  cargo  discharged  there  and  the  numbers,  marks,  etc.,  par¬ 
ticularly  noted,  and  with  copies  of  all  the  papers  on  board  relating 
thereto  transmitted  to  me,  in  order  that  I  may  lay  them  before  our 
grand  .]ury,  who  are  now  in  session. 

.,  1  believe  one  conviction  of  this  offense  of  giving  aid  and  comfort  to 
the  rebels  would  do  more  to  stop  their  supplies  from  this  source  than 
the  loss  of  several  cargoes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  S.  Keyes, 

n  __  U.  S.  Marshal. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  to  Major-General  Wool,  U.  S.  Army,  requesting 
assistance  in  sinking  stone  vessels. 


IT.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  September  28,  1861. 

Sir  :  May  I  request  that  twenty-five  men  belonging  to  the  coast  guard 
maybe  spared,  to  Commander  Stellwagen^for  the  purpose  of  navigating 
five  ot  the  vessels  loaded  with  stones,  and  to  be  sunk  at  certain  points 
along  the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  by  directions  from  Washington? 
The  harbor  master,  Mr. Millward,  suggests  that  the  above  number  of 
the  light  sort  can  be  detailed,  provided  it  be  expedient,  in  your  iudg'- 
ment,  to  let  them  go.  '  ’  J  J  & 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

^  Flag-Officer. 

Major-General  John  E.  Wool,  U.  S.  Army. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,' commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron ,  to  Captain  Mars  ton,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 
TJ.  S.  S.  Roanoke ,  to  proceed  to  duty  off  Charleston ,  S.  C. 

IT.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads ,  September  28,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  off  Charleston,  S.  C.,  with  the  Roanoke  and 
blockade  that  port  until  further  orders,  or  until  it  is  absolutely  neces¬ 
sary  for  you  to  return  to  this  place  for  fuel,  etc.  N  memorandum  of 
vessels  intending  to  violate  the  blockade,  with  instructions  in  reference 
to  neutrals,  etc.,  is  herewith  furnished  you.  The  steamers  Flag  and 
Monticello  will  be  stationed  off  Charleston  with  you,  and  with  their  aid 
it  is  hoped  you  will  effectually  close  that  port. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Captain  John  Marston,  IT.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  S.  Roanoke,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  to  Captain  Lardner,  If.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to 
Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina ,  for  the  command  of  TJ.  S.  S.  Susque¬ 
hanna. 

IT.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads ,  September  28,  1861. 

Sir  :  You  will  take  passage  in  the  U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes  for  Hat¬ 
teras  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  and  on  your  arrival  take  command  of  the 
Susquehanna,  as  directed  by  the  Navy  Department.  You  will  follow  out 
the  instructions  given  to  Captain  Chauncey  in  relation  to  the  blockade 
and  rendering  assistance  to  our  people  at  Forts  Hatteras  and  Clark. 

A  memorandum  of  vessels  which  intend  to  violate  the  blockade,  with 
instructions  in  reference  to  neutrals,  etc.,  is  herewith  furnished  you. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Captain  Jas.  L.  Lardner,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  to  Commander  Green ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
TJ.  S.  ship  Jamestown,  to  proceed  to  duty  off  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  September  28,  1861. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  off  Cape  Fear,  North  Carolina,  with  the  James¬ 
town  and  blockade  the  entrance  at  Wilmington  closely  until  further 
orders,  or  until  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  you  to  return  to  this  place 
for  supplies. 

A  memorandum  of  vessels  intending  to  violate  the  blockade,  with 
instructions  in  reference  to  neutrals,  etc.,  is  herewith  furnished  you. 
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You  will  find  the  auxiliary  steamer  Young  Rover  and  sailing  bnrV 
S“„Sf  U  aid  you  i^keepinga 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commander  Chas.  Green,  U.  S.  Navy,  Flag-Officer. 

U.  8.  Ship  Jamestown ,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


Chder  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  IJ.  8.  Wavy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron ,  to  Lieutenant  Werden,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding 
U.  8  8.  Stars  and  Stripes ,  to  proceed  to  duty  at  Hatter  as  Inlet ,  North 
Carolina,  %n  connection  with  sinking  vessels  loaded  with  stone. 


IT.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  September  28,  1861. 

Sir.  You  will  take  the  schooners,  which  Commander  Stellwagen  will 
designate,  in  tow,  and  proceed  with  them  to  Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  where  you  will  remain  until  further  orders.  You  will  render  all  the 
assistance  you  can  to  Commander  Stellwagen  in  carrying  out  the  duty 
lie  is  now  engaged  in.  When  he  can  dispense  with  your  services  and 
informs  you  of  the  fact,  you  will  proceed  to  guard  the  inlet  carefully 
and  afford  assistance,  if  called  upon,  to  our  troops  thereat;  also,  you 
will  be  careful  to  guard  against  vessels  attempting  to  violate  the  block¬ 
ade.  A  memorandum  of  vessels  which  intend  to  violate  the  blockade, 
with  instructions  in  reference  to  neutrals,  etc,,  are  herewith  furnished 
you. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

_ .  Flag- Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Reed  Werden,  IT.  S.  Navy, 

JJ.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron ,  to  Lieutenant  Braine,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Monticello,  to  proceed  to  duty  at  Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina, 
in  connection  with  sinking  vessels  loaded  with  stone. 

V.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  September  28,  1861. 
Sir  :  You  will  take  the  schooners,  which  Commander  Stellwagen  will 
designate,  in  tow,  and  proceed  with  them  to  Hatteras  Inlet,  where  you 
will  render  such  service  as  may  be  required  of  you  until  Commander 
Stellwagen  has  finished  the  duty  he  is  directed  to  execute.  When  that 
is  finished,  you  will  proceed  to  carry  out  your  instructions  of  the  2Gth 
instant. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  D.  L.  Braine,  IT.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  S.  Monticello,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 
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Report  of  Captain  Cliauncey ,  JJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Susque¬ 
hanna ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooners  San  Juan ,  Prince  Alfred , 

and  Baltimore. 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna, 

Off  Ratter  as  Inlet ,  September  38,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  for  the  information  of  the  Department 
that  I  have  this  day  captured  the  schooner  San  Juan,  belonging  to 
Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.,  from  Anguila,  bound  to  Elizabeth  City,  if.  C., 
by  the  way  of  Hatteras  Inlet,  with  a  cargo  of  salt,  sugar,  and  gin. 

I  shall  place  a  prize  crew  on  board  and  send  her  to  New  York  with 
directions  to  the  prize  master  to  hand  her  over,  with  the  papers  taken 
with  her,  together  with  her  log  book,  to  the  judge  of  the  U.  S.  district 
court.  I  also  send  two  of  the  crew  of  the  San  Juan  in  her  to  New  York 
to  be  used  as  witnesses,  as  directed  by  Flag-Officer  Stringham. 

Yesterday,  a  heavy  gale  springing  up  from  the  southeast  making 
this  a  very  exposed  anchorage,  I  judged  it  prudent  to  proceed  to  sea 
during  the  violence  of  the  gale.  I  remained  on  the  inner  edge  of  the 
Gulf  Stream  during  last  night,  it  blowing  very  heavy  from  southeast, 
and  afterwards  from  the  southward  and  westward,  the  gale  being  a 
rotary  one.  I  was  enabled  to  escape  its  violence  by  standing  to  the 
southward,  while  the  gale  was  proceeding  to  northward  and  eastward. 
This  morning,  the  weather  having  moderated,  I  returned  to  this  anchor¬ 
age,  and  while  standing  in  for  the  land  off  Ocracoke  Inlet  discovered 
a  strange  sail,  to  which  I  gave  chase,  he  showing  no  disposition  to 
show  his  colors  or  heave  to  even  after  I  had  fired  a  gun  for  that  pur¬ 
pose.  Finding  escape  hopeless,  he  hoisted  American  colors  and  hove 
to.  On  boarding  I  found  her  to  be  the  rebel  schooner  San  Juan,  as 
stated  above.  This  vessel  has  already  made  a  successful  voyage  from 
Elizabeth  City  to  the  West  Indies  and  back  before  the  blockade  was 
established. 

In  this  connection  I  may  state  a  fact  connected  with  the  English 
schooner  Prince  Alfred,  captured  by  this  ship  in  the  early  part  of  this 
month  and  sent  to  Philadelphia  for  adjudication. 

The  prize  master  who  delivered  her  over  to  the  commissioner  at 
Philadelphia  informs  me  that  he  expressed  a  doubt  as  to  the  liability 
of  the  Prince  Alfred  to  condemnation  from  the  probable  want  of  evi¬ 
dence  against  her,  likewise  stating  that  they  were  obliged  to  be  very 
cautious  in  proceeding  against  vessels  with  English  colors. 

Nine  out  of  ten  of  the  vessels  captured  by  our  cruisers  display  the 
English  flag  in  order  to  evade  capture,  and  their  papers  being  so  skill¬ 
fully  disguised  it  is  difficult  to  find  evidence. 

In  reference  to  the  Prince  Alfred ,  the  captain  of  the  San  Juan  has 
stated  that  she  is  owned  in  North  Carolina  and  was  bound  to  one  of 
the  ports  of  that  State  with  her  valuable  cargo  of  rum,  sugar,  etc., 
although  the  captain  of  the  Prince  Alfred  declared  he  was  bound  to 
Baltimore. 

This  is  testimony  which  would  be  valuable  toward  the  condemnation 
of  the  Prince  Alfred  if  the  Department  should  deem  it  of  importance. 

It  will  be  necessary  that  this  ship  proceed  in  a  few  days  to  Hampton 
Roads,  her  supply  of  coal  being  nearly  exhausted,  having  been  cruising 
five  weeks. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  S.  Chauncey, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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September  29. 

*  morning  captnred  the  schooner  Baltimore ,  of  Elizabeth  City 
°-)from  Turk’s  Islands,  bound  to  Elizabeth  City,  after  he  had  pro¬ 
fessedly  cleared  for  Philadelphia.  y 

He  was  standing  in  for  the  inlet.  His  cargo  consists  of  salt,  sugar, 
and  coffee.  He  is  leaking  very  badly  and  the  salt  nearly  all  destroyed 
by  saturation. 

It  is  very  doubtful  if  it  is  worth  while  to  make  the  attempt  to  send 
her  north  for  adjudication.  I  shall  place  her  for  the  present  within 
the  inlet,  as  she  is  not  safe  outside. 

Very  respectfully, 

Jno.  S.  Chauncey, 

Captain. 


Report  of  Commander  Rowan ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee , 
regarding  the  disposition  of  prizes. 

O'.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pawnee, 

Hatteras  Inlet ,  September  28 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commu¬ 
nication*  dated  23d  instant.  In  answer  I  have  to  state  that  two  of  the 
prizes  captured  here,  the  Susan  Jane  and  Mary  Wood ,  have  been  sent 
to  Philadelphia  for  adjudication,  as  stated  in  my  letter  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  dated  the  11th  instant.  The  remaining  two,  the  Harriet  Ryan  and 
Ocean  Wave,  are  here,  and  will  be  sent  north  before  I  leave  the  inlet 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  Rowan, 
Commander,  JJ.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  JJ.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
of  the  recapture  of  the  brig  H.  C.  Brooks  and  schooner  Henry  Nutt. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pawnee, 

Hatteras  Inlet ,  September  28,  1861. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  the  23d  instant,  I  have  to 
report  the  recapture  of  two  vessels  found  in  this  inlet  when  we  took 
possession  of  it.  One  of  them  is  a  hermaphrodite  brig  called  the  H.  C. 
Brooks.  She  was  anchored  near  Fort  Hatteras  and  ready  for  sea. 
When  this  brig  was  captured  by  the  rebels,  her  cargo  was  confiscated 
and  a  cargo  of  rebel  property  put  on  board  for  Liverpool,  consisting  of 
cotton,  spirits  of  turpentine,  and  tar.  This  brig  is  the  property  of  loyal 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  Her  present  cargo  is  fair  prize  to  the 
squadron.  She  has  been  sent  to  Hampton  Roads  to  the  order  of  Flag- 
Officer  Stringham.  The  schooner  recaptured  here  is  called  the  Henry 
Nutt.  She  has  the  same  cargo  (mahogany)  in  now  that  she  had  when 
she  was  captured  by  the  enemy.  I  consider  the  schooner  and  cargo  the 
property  of  loyal  citizens  of  the  United  States.  I  found  this  schooner 
hard  aground  near  the  upper  bulkhead  when  I  entered  the  inlet,  and 
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liave  succeeded  in  forcing  her  down  to  the  lower  bulkhead,  where  she  is 
now  hard  aground.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  pull  her  off  on  the  first  very 
high  tide.  If  I  fail,  she  must  be  lightened.  I  shall  afford  Captain 
Baker  every  assistance  in  my  power  to  extricate  his  schooner,  and  shall 
apply  to  Captain  Chauncey  in  the  offing  for  men  to  assist  in  ratting  the 
mahogany,  should  it  be  absolutely  necessary  to  discharge  the  vessel. 
As  soon  as  she  is  afloat  she  will  be  sent  to  Philadelphia  in  charge  of  a 
prize  crew,  with  Captain  Baker  as  a  passenger.  There  were  no  papers 
of  any  kind  found  on  board  either  of  these  vessels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  Rowan, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Rowan ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee , 

regarding  howitzers. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pawnee, 

Hatteras  Inlet,  September  28, 1861. 

Sir  :  The  two  howitzers  named  in  your  letter  *  of  the  25th  instant 
are  particularly  required  here  at  present  by  the  Army.  I  requested 
Colonel  Hawkins  to  make  a  statement  in  writing  showing  the  necessity 
of  retaining  these  guns,  which,  if  received  in  time,  will  be  enclosed. 

The  army  of  occupation  here  has  no  fieldpieces,  and  it  would  be  well 
to  allow  the  guns  to  remain  as  long  as  you  can  spare  them;  they  will 
be  useful  afloat  in  the  sound  at  some  future  time.  One  of  the  wheels 
of  the  field  carriage  is  broken,  and  requires  a  new  one.  If  you  allow 
them  to  remain,  it  is  very  desirable  to  furnish  them  with  ammunition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  Rowan, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flagship  Minnesota ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Letter  from  Commander  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
to  Captain  Chauncey ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Susquehanna, 
regarding  the  disposition  of  vessels. 

IT.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Hatteras  Inlet,  September  26, 1861. 

Sir  :  In  every  communication  that  I  have  made  to  the  Department  or 
the  Commander  in  Chief  I  have  urged  the  necessity  of  sending  tugs  of 
light  draft  to  operate  in  the  sound.  One  of  the  tugs  arrived  on  the 
23d,  and  was  dispatched  on  special  service  the  following  morning  with 
a  small  detachment  from  this  ship  under  Lieutenant  Eastman.  Another 
tug  ( Ceres)  arrived  to-day,  and  was  immediately  dispatched  on  a  recon- 
noissanceup  the  sound,  accompanied  by  the  Putnam. 

It  was  my  intention  to  start  early  to-morrow  morning  with  the  Put¬ 
nam,  Ceres,  and  Fanny  and  make  an  examination  of  certain  parts  of  the 
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sound  and  verify  the  trutli  of  reports  that  have  reached  me.  I  find, 
however,  that  your  order  to  the  Geres  takes  the  control  of  that  vessel 
out  of  my  hands,  and  your  order  to  the  commander  of  the  Putnam , 
which  he  showed  me  this  evening,  directing  him  to  report  to  you,  is 
evidence  to  me  that  you  intend  assuming  the  control  of  that  vessel  also. 

It  you  consider  it  the  duty  of  the  commanders  of  these  vessels  to 
report  to  you  (I  do  not  so  interpret  their  orders),  it  would  have  been 
more  to  the  interest  of  the  Government  for  you  to  have  ordered  the 
commander  of  the  Geres  to  report  for  duty  to  me,  and  I  should  have  been 
able  to  proceed  to-morrow  morning  on  the  service  already  alluded  to. 

The  tug  Putnam  leaves  here  early  in  the  morning  to  report  to  you,  in 
obedience  to  your  order.  Will  you  be  pleased  to  inform  me  whether 
you  intend  ordering  the  commanders  of  the  tugs  to  report  to  me  for 
service,  or  keep  them  under  your  immediate  command? 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  Bowan, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  J.  S.  Chauncey, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Susquehanna ,  off  Hatteras  Inlet. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  Goldshorough ,  TJ.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  transmitting  infor¬ 
mation  regarding  the  purchase  in  London  of  steamers  Bermuda ,  Ade¬ 
laide,  and  Victoria. 

Navy  Department,  September  28, 1861. 
Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith  for  your  information  extracts  from  a  letter 
furnished  this  Department  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  from 
the  U.  S.  minister  at  London,  dated  the  6th  instant,  relating  to  the  pur¬ 
chase  and  equipment  of  the  steamer  Bermuda  and  to  the  purchase  of 
the  steamers  Adelaide  and  Victoria. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosure. — Extracts .  ] 

Confidential.)  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  September  6,  1861. 

Sir  :  *  *  *  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  house  of  Fraser,  Trenholm 
&  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  with  which  Mr.  Prioleau  is  actively  associated,  has 
been  the  main  channel  through  which  the  purchase  and  equipment  of  the 
Bermuda,  which  sailed  on  the  18th  ultimo,  were  conducted.  The  dispatch 
of  that  vessel  is  the  most  effective  thing  that  has  been  done  here,  and 
if  her  70  tons  of  gunpowder  should  reach  their  destination  it  would  be 
a  most  important  agent  in  continuing  the  war,  not  to  speak  of  clothing 
and  the  minor  aids  and  comforts  of  the  rest  of  her  cargo. 

Of  my  want  of  success  in  preventing  the  departure  of  that  vessel  you 
are  already  apprised. 

######* 

I  am  informed  that  negotiations  are  in  progress  at  this  place  for  the 
purchase  of  two  steamers,  the  Adelaide  and  the  Victoria,  for  delivery 
at  Charleston,  and  that  the  condition,  which  is  the  payment  of  the 
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money  into  the  hands  of  some  third  party  in  London,  to  be  delivered 
over  on  the  fulfillment  of  the  contract  by  the  sellers,  has  not  yet  been 
complied  with.  But  of  this  you  will  doubtless  gain  more  particulars 
from  the  industry  of  Mr.  Morse. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Francis  Adams. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Ooldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic 

Blockading  Squadron ,  transmitting  copy  of  blockade  instructions  to 

officers,  issued  September  28,  1861. 

[U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota,] 
[Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,]  November  19,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  send  to  the  Department  this  printed  copy  of  my  instruc¬ 
tions  to  officers  engaged  on  blockading  service. 

Most  respectfully, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

[Secretary  op  the  Navy.] 

[Enclosure.] 

September  28, 1861. 

All  officers  commanding  vessels  employed  on  blockading  service 
belonging  to  the  squadron  under  my  command  are  to  be  governed  by 
the  following  general  directions  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties : 

1st.  Duly  notify  neutrals  of  the  declaration  of  the  blockade  and  give 
to  it  otherwise  all  the  publicity  in  your  power. 

2d.  The  blockade  must  be  strict  and  absolute,  and  only  public  armed 
vessels  of  foreign  powers  are  to  be  permitted  to  enter  the  ports  which 
are  placed  in  a  state  of  blockade. 

3d.  Protect  our  commerce  from  the  depredations  of  privateers  and, 
as  a  matter  of  course,  capture  them  and  all  other  vessels  of  the  enemy 
whenever  you  can  do  so  without  being  seduced  away  from  your  station. 

4th.  A  lawful  maritime  blockade  requires  the  actual  presence  of  an 
adequate  force  stationed  at  the  entrance  of  the  port  sufficiently  near  to 
prevent  communication.  The  only  exception  to  this  rule  arises  out  of 
the  occasional  temporary  absence  of  the  blockading  vessels  produced 
by  accident,  as  in  the  case  of  a  storm,  which  does  not  suspend  the  legal 
operation  ot  a  blockade,  and  to  take  advantage  of  such  an  accidental 
absence  is  a  fraudulent  attempt  to  break  the  blockade  and  will  justify 
the  application  of  penalties. 

5th.  A  neutral  or  foreign  vessel  proceeding  toward  the  entrance  of  a 
blockaded  port  is  not  to  be  captured  or  detained  if  she  shall  not  have 
received  previously  from  one  of  the  blockading  squadron  a  special  noti¬ 
fication  of  the  existence  of  the  blockade.  This  notification  must  be 
inserted  in  writing  on  the  register  and  muster  roll  of  the  neutral  vessel 
by  the  cruisei  which  meets  her,  and  it  should  contain  the  announce¬ 
ment,  together  with  statements  of  the  day,  and  the  longitude  and  lati¬ 
tude  in  which  it  was  made. 

6th.  Until  the  ports  are  closed  by  proclamation  (that  is,  declared  to 
be  no  longer  ports  of  entry)  the  warning  just  mentioned  is  to  be  con- 


ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.  267 

tinued  to  vessels  instead  of  capturing  at  once,  as  will  be  the  case  when 
they  come  to  be  so  closed. 

7th.  Vessels  leaving  guarded  insurgent  ports  without  legal  clear¬ 
ances  are  to  be  seized  and  sent  in  for  adjudication.  If  it  be  claimed 
that  there  is  not  an  effective  blockade,  and  therefore  that  they  are  enti¬ 
tled  to  depart,  still  they  must  not  disregard  our  municipal  laws  and  the 
requirements  of  the  National  Government. 

8th.  On  the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  more  particularly,  there  is  an 
extensive  scheme  of  deliberately  concerted  measures  to  evade  our  vigi¬ 
lance  and  disregard  our  laws.  This  must  be  broken  up,  and  every  effort 
is  to  be  made  to  accomplish  the  purpose  effectually. 

*  9tli.  Vessels  with  contraband  goods  on  board  approaching  any  of 
the  blockaded  ports,  or  vessels  that  may  have  cleared  for  any  of  those 
ports,  or  be  found,  with  a  due  warning  on  their  papers,  hovering  about 
any  of  them,  are  all  to  be  seized  and  sent  in  for  adjudication. 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron ,  to  Commander  Stellwagen,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  the  duty  of  obstructing  the  inlets  of  North  Carolina  by  sinking 
vessels  loaded  with  stone. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads ,  September  29, 1861. 

Sir  :  You  will  take  passage  on  board  the  TJ.  S.  propeller  Monticello 
and  proceed  to  the  coast  of  North  Carolina  for  the  purpose  of  directing 
and  superintending  the  blocking  up  of  Oregon,  Loggerhead,  and  Ocra- 
coke  inlets,  by  placing  obstructions  over  the  inner  bulkheads,  not  on 
the  outer  bars,  but  at  the  line  of  meeting  of  the  waters  of  the  sea  and 
of  the  sound  inside  the  headlands.  The  U.  S.  propeller  Stars  and 
Stripes  will  accompany  the  Monticello ,  and  each  vessel  is  to  take  two 
of  the  schooners  intended  to  be  sunk  at  the  above  places  in  tow.  The 
commanders  of  these  vessels  will  be  directed  by  me  to  follow  out  your 
wishes  in  the  premises  and  to  remain  with  you  as  long  as  you  may 
judge  necessary.  After  you  have  done  with  the  Monticello ,  she  is  to 
go  off  Charleston  under  the  orders  already  given  to  her  commander, 
but  the  Stars  and  Stripes  is  to  remain  about  Hatteras  Inlet  and  take 
the  place  of  the  Fawnee ,  ordered  to  Washington.  You  will  find  at 
Hatteras  Inlet  the  tugs  Tempest,  Ceres,  and  General  Putnam,  in  the 
employ  of  the  Government.  Use  these  vessels  as  you  may  think  fit  to 
carry  out  your  duties,  but  the  Tempest  is  to  be  discharged  as  soon  as 
she  can  be  spared.  This  service  of  blocking  up  the  above  places  is  to 
be  performed  thoroughly  and  speedily,  and  after  it  has  been  executed 
you  will  return  to  Washington  to  take  command  of  the  Hetzel.  You 
will,  if  practicable,  report  to  me  as  you  progress  in  your  work.  When 
it  shall  have  been  finished,  you  will  report  to  me  accordingly. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  Henry  S.  Stellwagen,  U.  S.  Navy. 

*  This  (the  9th)  paragraph  was  not  in  the  original  copy,  hut  was  added  October 
11,  1861.  See  p.  307.  —Compilers. 
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Letter  from ,  Commander  Stelhvagen ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Assistant  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Navy,  regarding  the  blocking  of  the  inlets  of  North  Carolina 
with  vessels  loaded  with  stone. 

Unofficial.]  U.  S.  S.  Monticello, 

Old  Point,  September  29,  1861. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  was  in  hopes  of  getting  back  speedily  to  fit  out  the 
Hetzel ,  etc.,  but  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough  has  ordered  me  down  to 
Hatteras  forthwith  to  sink  the  vessels  on  the  bulkheads  (not  the  outer 
bars  uuder  any  circumstances)  and  to  report  to  him  in  writing  how  [it 
can  be  done].  With  the  small  means,  if  the  enemy  are  in  force,  it  can 
not  be  done  but  at  great  risk  and  probable  delay.  I,  of  course,  will 
do  the  best  that  can  be,  but  it  will  depend  on  state  of  things  there  on 
my  arrival  what  will  be  most  proper.  It  would  not  be  wise  or  manly 
to  risk  an  almost  certain  chance  of  failure.  There  is  an  evident  sore¬ 
ness  about  the  orders  for  this  duty,  and  I  only  wish  I  were  free  of  it, 
as  there  is  but  little  inclination  to  give  facilities  or  to  feel  cordiality 
toward  the  agents  employed. 

If  you  can  arrange  for  me  to  return  when  I  have  done  all  that  the 
state  of  things  warrant,  I  shall  be  much  obliged.  I  understood  you  to 
say  the  commodore  was  charged  with  the  work,  and  that  I  was  to  give 
him  all  information  about  schooners,  when  hired,  etc.,  and  return  to  pre¬ 
pare  myself  for  sea.  I  supposed  that  in  case  of  great  difficulties  pre¬ 
senting,  we,  of  course,  would  delay  until  success  should  be  certain.  This 
can  only  be  decided  by  judgment  of  a  person  on  the  spot. 

I  write  in  great  haste  and  unofficially.  Excuse  the  trouble,  etc.  The 
steamer  will  soon  leave,  so  I  write  in  the  bustle  of  starting. 

H.  S.  Stellwagen. 

Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 


Vessels  purchased  for  Hatteras. 
First  six,  or  lightest,  should  be  reserved  for  canals. 


1.  Schooner  J.  Alexander,  Captain  Miles 

and  2  men. 

2.  Schooner  E.  Goldsborough,  Captain 

Stone  and  2  men. 

3.  Schooner  Alvarado,  Captain  Harring¬ 

ton  and  2  men. 


4.  Schooner  South  Wind,  Captain  Todd 

and  2  men. 

5.  Schooner  Somerfield,  Captain  North 

and  2  men. 

6.  Schooner  Friendship,  Captain  Skin¬ 

ner  and  2  men. 


The  above  can  be  sailed  down  by  their  crew. 

7.  Cambria,  Captain  White  and  1  man.  9.  G.  P.  Upshur,  Captain  Jones  and  1 

8.  Augustus  Holly,  Captain  Carlisle  and  man. 

1  man. 


The  above  crews  to  be  discharged;  also  Captain  Wilson. 


10.  Mary  Frances. 

11.  William  W.  Burns. 

12.  Orion. 

13.  Sarah  Bibbey. 

14.  Southerner. 


15.  W.  L.  Bartlett 

16.  Patriot. 

17.  Hero. 

18.  William  L.  Jones. 

19.  Ed.  Thompson. 


The  naval  brigade  has  care  of  above  vessels.  They  must  be  towed 
down. 


20.  Mary  and  Hetty  is  at  Hatteras  Inlet.  I  22.  Delaware  Farmer  (title  disputed)  is 
Southerner  is  Hit  Hnttercis  Inlet.  |  to  he  returned.. 

Respectfully,  H.  S.  Stellwagen, 

,,  _  Commander. 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Wavy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Murray ,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Louisiana. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Loads,  September  29,  1861. 
Sir  :  After  tlie  Congress  anchors  at  Newport  News  you  will  come  to 
this  place  with  the  vessel  under  your  command,  and,  if  necessary,  coal 
and  prepare  her  for  immediate  service. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag -  Officer. 

Lientenant  Commanding  Alex.  Murray,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  S.  Louisiana ,  Neivport  News,  Va. 


Report  of  Commander  Prentiss ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Alba¬ 
tross,  regarding  the  position  and  strength  of  Fort  Macon,  N.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Albatross, 

Off  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  September  30,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  sent  the  Cambridge  to  replenish  her  coal,  and  shall  have 
to  follow  early  next  week;  meantime  I  will  guard,  as  closely  as  it  is 
possible  for  one  vessel  to  do,  this  port  and  the  several  inlets  that  com¬ 
municate  with  it.  I  may  as  well  say,  however,  that  to  do  this  effec¬ 
tually  to  Cape  Fear  the  constant  presence  of  three  vessels  is  needed. 
On  the  19th  instant  Mr.  Walker,  the  English  vice-consul  for  the  ports 
of  North  and  South  Carolina,  came  off  with  a  flag  of  truce  and  demanded 
permission  for  the  British  ships  Alliance  and  Gondar ,  now  loading  at 
Beaufort,  to  pass  the  blockade.  As  he  showed  no  authority  for  making 
the  demand,  I  at  once  refused.  On  the  20th  he  returned  and  read  a 
letter  which  he  had  received  in  the  interval  from  Mr.  Bunch,  the  con¬ 
sul-general  resident  at  Charleston,  S.  C.,  requiring  him  to  demand  in 
the  name  of  the  Queen  a  free  passage  for  the  before-named  ships  to 
pass  the  blockade  force,  and  offered  copies  of  affidavits  from  their  mas¬ 
ters,  as  well  as  from  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Macon,  in  proof 
that  the  blockade  had  not  been  established  before  the  6th  instant.  On 
reflection,  I  thought  it  most  prudent  to  decline  giving  a  decided  answer 
to  his  demand;  but  I  shall  capture  them  if  they  attempt  to  pass.  In 
this  connection  it  may  be  as  well  to  state  that  the  Alliance,  which  was 
reported  to  have  entered  Beaufort  with  a  large  quantity  of  arms,  had 
none  at  all,  her  cargo  consisting  of  railroad  iron  and  coal  only. 

Thinking  the  expedition  now  fitting  out  under  your  command  may 
be  destined  for  this  place,  I  have  taken  some  pains  to  examine  the 
position  and  strength  of  Fort  Macon,  and  jot  it  down  for  what  it  is 
worth.  The  fort  has  been  very  much  strengthened  in  the  last  twenty 
days.  The  barbette  guns  have  been  protected  and  obstructions  removed 
in  front  of  the  casemates. 

I  estimate  that  as  many  as  seventy-five  guns  are  now  in  position,  and 
others  are  being  added  daily,  including  a  number  of  rifled  cannon. 
Besides  the  garrison,  about  2,000  men  are  cantoned  outside  the  fort. 
The  place  can  be  carried,  but  it  will  require  10,000  men  to  cooperate 
with  the  fleet.  The  fleet  can  form  in  line  outside  the  bank  at  a  distance 
of  a  mile  and  a  half  in  4£  fathoms  water;  the  troops  can  easily  land 
on  Shackleford  and  Bogue  banks,  out  of  range,  and,  supplied  with  sand¬ 
bags,  can  in  a  single  night  secure  themselves  from  attack.  They  can 
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then  advance  their  work  at  pleasure  on  Shackleford  to  within  a  mile 
and  a  half  of  Macon,  and  on  Bogue  as  near  as  half  a  mile;  and  under 
this  triple  fire  from  as  many  points  the  fort,  I  think,  must  fall,  and  the 
garrison  can  not  escape. 

You  must  make  a  grain  of  allowance  for  these  opinions,  but  they  can 
not  be  far  from  correct. 

As  for  prizes,  this  is  a  dead  sea;  no  vessel  has  made  an  attempt  to 
enter  or  depart  from  this  port,  though  doubtless  small  crafts  run  in  and 
out  of  the  inlets  occasionally. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  A.  Prentiss, 
Commander ,  U.  8.  Navy. 

[L.  M.  Goldsborotjgh.] 


Report  of  Commander  Rowan ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  V.  S.  8.  Paivnee, 
regarding  the  erection  of  Confederate  batteries  on  Roanoke  Island 
North  Carolina. 


U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Hatteras  Inlet ,  September  30,  1861. 

Sir:  Since  the  date  of  my  last  communication  a  negro  man  came 
down  from  Roanoke  Island,  having  made  his  escape  on  the  night  of 
the  19th  instant,  in  company  with  another  colored  man,  and  reports 
that  the  enemy  has  destroyed  Bodie’s  Island  light-house.  He  had  con¬ 
structed  and  completed  a  fort  at  Pork  Point,  on  Roanoke  Island.  He 
has  destroyed  the  fort  at  Oregon  Inlet  and  transferred  the  guns  (17  in 
number)  to  the  fort  on  the  island;  400  negroes  were  employed  in 
constructing  this  fort.  These  negroes  are  now  on  the  Croatan  side 
constructing  a  fort  on  Caroon’s  Point,  not  far  north  of  the  light  house. 
A  third  fort  is  being  erected  on  Doe’s  Point,  the  extreme  northwest 
end  of  the  island. 

My  informant  states  that  1,600  Georgia  troops,  from  Portsmouth,  Va., 
arrived  on  the  island  before  he  left.  There  were  no  troops  on  Croatan 
side  when  he  left.  They  were  expected  there  from  Norfolk. 

Steamers  bring  supplies  from  Albemarle  Sound  to  the  island,  and  the 
steamer  Coffee  brings  munitions  of  war  there  from  Norfolk.  She  mounts 
two  guns.  Two  tugs,  the  Putnam  and  Ceres ,  arrived  between  the  23d 
and  27th.  The  former  I  dispatched  on  the  24th  to  make  a  reconnois- 
sance  at  Ocracoke  Inlet.  Lieutenant  Eastman,  whom  I  sent  on  this 
service,  reports  all  quiet  there,  the  fort  still  smoldering.  The  enemy 
arrived  next  day  after  the  destruction  of  the  guns  and  fort,  and,  finding 
nothing  left,  contented  himself  with  taking  away  the  anchor  and  chain 
from  the  burned  light  ship. 

The  Spaulding  arrived  here  on  the  27th  instant  with  a  regiment  of 
Indiana  troops.  I  gave  Colonel  Hawkins  every  facility  in  my  power  to 
transport  the  troops  to  the  vicinity  of  Loggerhead  Inlet.  I  have  also 
directed  the  tug  Putnam  to  remain  there  and  blockade  the  Croatan 
Sound. 

The  Monticello  has  not  made  her  appearance  yet.  I  regret  this 
exceedingly,  as  there  is  no  person  here  to  take  command,  and  the  ves¬ 
sels  at  anchor,  some  of  them  with  provisions,  including  30  barrels 
whisky,  I  am  compelled  to  leave  without  a  soul  in  charge. 

I  informed  Captain  Chauncey  of  the  state  of  the  things  inside,  and 
requested  that  he  would  send  a  lieutenant  to  take  charge. 
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If  the  Monticello  does  not  arrive  I  shall  order  Acting  Master  Elliott, 
now  commanding  the  tug  Geres,  to  remain  here  aud  take  charge  of  all 
the  public  property  belonging  to  the  Navy  until  the  arrival  of  some 
senior  officer. 

The  schooner  Dan  Mersham  arrived  last  week  from  Philadelphia  with 
280  tons  of  coal.  I  filled  up,  and  there  still  remained  in  the  schooner 
about  60  tons  after  supplying  the  tugs.  The  schooner  Pequennock 
arrived  to-day  from  Hampton  Roads  with  220  tons  of  coal.  I  will  leave 
here  as  soon  as  the  bar  is  smooth  enough.  This  ship’s  draft  is  11  feet, 
and  there  are  but  12  feet  on  the  bar.  I  ordered  Pamlico  Sound  pilots 
to  the  two  tugs,  Putnam  and  Ceres ,  and  detached  their  Potomac  pilots 
and  ordered  them  as  prize  masters  to  the  two  prizes  yet  here,  the  Har¬ 
riet  Ryan  and  Ocean  Wave.  I  put  prize  crews  on  board  these  vessels. 
The  former  will  sail  for  Philadelphia  as  soon  as  the  wind  shifts  from  the 
northeast.  The  latter  is  hard  aground,  and  I  fear  it  will  be  difficult  to 
get  her  olf. 

If  the  Monticello  does  not  arrive  before  I  leave,  I  shall  order  Acting 
Master  Elliott,  commanding  the  tug  Ceres ,  to  remain  in  charge  of  the 
public  property. 

The  naval  brigade  has  been  my  great  dependence  in  guarding  the 
stores  and  taking  care  of  the  vessels.  They  are  ordered  to  take  pas¬ 
sage  in  the  Spaulding ,  which  leaves  the  vessels  without  anyone  on 
board.  If  you  expect  to  hold  this  inlet  the  brigade  is  essential.  They 
are  sailormeu  and  are  delighted  to  serve  with  the  Navy. 

Can’t  you  have  half  the  regiment  placed  under  your  orders  ? 

The  two  tugs  are  wretchedly  fitted  out,  and  the  Ceres  is  not  half 
manned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[S.  C.  Rowan,] 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flagship  Minnesota ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  Flag -Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron ,  to  Lieutenant  Murray ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Louisiana ,  regarding  blockade  duty. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads ,  September  30,  1861. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  vessel  under  your  command  off 
Chincoteague  Inlet,  Virginia,  and  closely  blockade  it  and  the  coast  in 
its  vicinity  until  further  orders,  or  until  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for 
you  to  return  to  this  place  for  fuel,  etc. 

Memoranda  of  vessels  which  intend  to  violate  the  blockade  and 
have  powder,  etc.,  landed  and  conveyed  to  western  Virginia  are  here¬ 
with  furnished  you. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Alex.  Murray,  U.  S.  Navy, 

TJ.  S.  S.  Louisiana ,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron ,  to  Acting  Master  Forth ,  U.  S.  Navy,  command¬ 
ing  U.  S.  S.  John  I.  Lockwood,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty  at  the 
month  of  York  River. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  September  30,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  witli  the  steamer  Lockwood  under  your  com¬ 
mand  to  the  mouth  of  York  River,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the 
ingress  and  egress  of  all  vessels  thereat.  You  will  be  very  diligent  in 
performing  this  service.  Pungies  are  used  thereabouts  to  supply  the 
enemy  with  provisions,  particularly  in  and  around  Mobjack  Bay.  Cap¬ 
ture  all  that  you  find  so  engaged  or  trading  with  the  enemy  in  any  way. 

Communicate  with  me  by  letter  as  often  as  practicable,  and  thus 
keep  me  advised  of  your  proceedings.  Remain  at  and  about  your  sta¬ 
tion  until  you  receive  further  orders,  or  until  your  supply  of  provisions 
is  exhausted.  Be  careful  of  your  coal  and  guard  well  against  a 
surprise. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L  M.  Goldsborough. 

Acting  Master  North, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Lockwood,  Hampton  Roads. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Hawkins,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fort  Clark,  N.  C., 
to  Captain  Rowan ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee ,  regarding 
guns. 

Fort  Clark, 

Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  September  30,  1861. 
Dear  Sir:  I  consider  the  two  guns  left  by  Commodore  Stringham 
essential  for  the  proper  defense  of  the  port.  I  am  in  want  of  car¬ 
tridges,  shell,  and  shot  for  each  of  them,  and  one  carriage  wheel. 

Most  faithfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Rush  C.  Hawkins, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 

Captain  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Steamer  Pawnee. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  transmitting 
information  regarding  the  ship  Thomas  Watson. 

Navy  Department,  September  30, 1861. 
Sir:  Mr.  John  T.  Smith,  of  the  Merchants’  Exchange,  Boston,  has 
communicated  the  following  information: 

The  correspondent  of  the  exchange  writes,  under  date  of  September  14,  from  Liv¬ 
erpool,  that  the  ship  Thomas  Watson  sailed  previous  to  that  date  for  Charleston  with 
a  cargo  of  salt  and  munitions  of  war. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough. 


Gideon  Welles. 
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Letter  from  Commander  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Pawnee, 
to  Captain  Chauncey ,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Susquehanna , 
requesting  a  lieutenant  to  command  in  his  absence  from  the  inlet. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

Hatter  as  Inlet,  September  30,  1861. 

Sir:  I  am  ordered  to  proceed  to  a  certain  point  by  a  certain  time. 
I  shall  therefore  leave  here  at  first  favorable  condition  ot  the  bar 
to  morrow. 

The  Monticello  was  to  have  relieved  me.  I  shall  not  wait  for  her.  I 
can  not  make  any  arrangements  about  your  people  in  the  schooner.  If 
you  can  spare  one  of  your  lieutenants,  I  should  like  to  put  him  in 
command  afloat  in  the  inlet  and  send  him  with  both  tugs  to  blockade. 

The  tugs  are  commanded  by  acting  masters  from  civil  life,  who  are 
ignorant  of  the  necessary  preparations  for  defense,  and  ought  not  to  be 
sent  away  without  a  lieutenant.  When  the  Monticello  arrives,  your 
officer  could  rejoin  your  ship. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  G.  Rowan, 
Commander,  TJ.  8.  Navy. 

Captain  J.  S.  Chauncey, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Susquehanna. 


Letter  from  Commander  Rowan,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Pawnee, 
to  Captain  Chauncey,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Susquehanna, 
regarding  the  prize  schooner  Henry  Nutt. 


U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Hatteras  Lnlet,  September  30,  1861. 


Sir:  The  prize  schooner  Henry  Nutt  is  afloat  and  ready  for  sea.  VV  ill 
you  have  the  goodness  to  send  in  an  officer  and  prize  crew  to  work  her 
to  Philadelphia? 

The  Department  informed  me  that  Captain  Baker,  the  owner  and 
commander  of  the  schooner  at  the  time  ot  her  capture,  arrived  in  the 
Spaulding  and  will  return  in  her  as  passenger,  by  direction  of  the 


Department.  ,  ,  rr, 

Your  prize  schooner  has  a  puncheon  of  rum  and  wine  on  board,  llie 
officer  sent  me  word  last  night  that  the  crew  were  all  drunk,  and 
requested  me  to  take  the  liquor  out.  I  would  have  done  so  to  day,  as 
hurried  as  I  was,  had  I  any  place  to  stow  it.  The  provisions  for  the 
Navy  now  here  are  in  one  of  the  light  ships  and  a  hulk  and  weie 
guarded  by  the  naval  brigade,  but  the  naval  brigade  has  been  ordered 
to  Portress  Monroe  in  the  Spaulding,  and  the  vessels  left  without  any¬ 
one  to  take  care  of  them.  The  whisky  (30  barrels)  is  in  the  lead-coloi  ed 
light-ship,  stowed  under  the  cargo.  It  can  not  be  reached  without 

breaking  out  the  cargo.  .  i  r  ;n 

I  regret  to  learn  that  you  purpose  leaving  here  soon.  Ihe  public  will 
suffer  if  you  leave  before  the  arrival  of  some  vessel  in  the  inlet.  I  shall 
order  Acting  Master  Elliott  to  remain  here  in  charge  ot  the  public 
property,  and  to  report  to  you  for  any  instructions  or  advice  you  may 
be  pleased  to  give  to  one  so  unfamiliar  with  the  duties  of  Ins  position. 

I  have  particularly  to  request  that  you  remain  until  I  get  salely  over 
the  bar.  I  draw  11  feet,  and  there  are  but  12  feet  ot  water  on  the  bar. 
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Should  this  ship  ground  on  the  bar  she  would  soon  go  to  pieces  without 
your  aid.  I  shall  go  out  to-morrow  if  the  pilot  is  willing.  He  says  the 
bar  must  be  smooth  before  he  attempts  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  0.  Rowan, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  J.  S.  Chauncey, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Susquehanna ,  off  Hatteras  Inlet. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  forwarding  informa¬ 
tion  regarding  supposed  blockade  runners  from  Halifax ,  Nova  Scotia. 

Navy  Department,  October  1,  1861. 
Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  telegram 
received  from  Mr.  M.  M.  Jackson,  U.  S.  consul  at  Halifax  [Nova  Scotia], 
in  relation  to  the  schooners  Christian  and  Emery ,  which  it  is  presumed 
will  attempt  to  run  the  blockade. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


[Enclosure. — Telegram.  ] 

Halifax  [Nova  Scotia], 

September  28,  1861. 

The  schooner  Christian,  an  American-built  schooner,  sailed  from  here 
under  British  colors  on  the  26th  instant,  intending,  I  am  satisfied,  to 
run  the  blockade  either  at  North  Carolina  or  Florida.  The  schooner 
Emery  sailed  about  the  same  time  for  a  similar  destination. 

M.  M.  Jackson, 

Consul. 

Hon.  G.  Welles. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  the 

TJ.  S.  S.  Iroquois. 

Navy  Department,  October  l,  1861. 

Sir  :  The  Iroquois  is  expected  in  Hampton  Roads  on  the  5th  of  Octo¬ 
ber.  Let  that  vessel  be  prepared  immediately  for  sea  and  await  the 
orders  ol  the  Department.  If  she  requires  repairs  which  can  not  be 
done  there,  send  her  at  once  to  Baltimore,  if  they  can  be  effected  at 
that  port;  otherwise  to  New  York. 

Detach  Commander  S.  P.  Lee  as  early  as  practicable  from  the 
Vandalia. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  etc. 
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Capture  of  the  U.  S.  Army  steam  tug  Fanny ,  October  1 ,  1861. 

Report  of  Commander  Rowan,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Pawnee. 


U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

At  anchor ,  off  Alexandria  [  Fa.],  October  5,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  anchored  here  at  1  o’clock 
this  evening,  having  left  Hatteras  Inlet  at  5  o’clock  on  the  evening  of 
the  3d  instant,  touching  at  Hampton  Eoads  and  communicating  with 
the  commander  in  chief. 

The  Monticello  and  Stars  and  Stripes  arrived  at  the  inlet  on  the  1st 
instant;  the  former  anchored  in  the  offing  and  the  latter  anchored  near 
this  ship  in  the  harbor. 

I  told  Lieutenant  Commanding  Werden  that  I  was  prepared  to  cross 
the  bar  as  soon  as  the  pilot  was  willing  to  risk  the  ship,  and  I  would 
transfer  the  command  inside  to  him. 

On  the  morning  of  the  arrival  of  these  vessels,  Colonel  Hawkins  dis¬ 
patched  the  steam  tug  Fanny ,  armed  with  two  rifled  cannon  on  the 
bows,  and  crews  from  his  own  command  to  fight  them,  together  with 
thirty  to  fifty  of  the  Indiana  regiment,  and  a  large  quantity  of  clothing, 
ammunition,  provisions,  etc.,  to  Chickamicomico  for  the  supply  of  the 
troops  recently  stationed  there. 

It  appears  from  the  statement  of  the  captain  and  mate,  copies  of 
which  are  enclosed,  that  the  Fanny  anchored  off  the  camp  ground  about 
1  o’clock  p.  m.  The  enemy  appeared  about  4  o’clock,  and  the  boat  was 
run  on  shore  and  surrendered  at  5  o’clock  p.  m. 

The  Putnam ,  that  should  have  been  there  to  give  countenance  and 
support  to  these  panic  stricken  people,  left  her  station  on  the  arrival  of 
the  Fanny  and  arrived  at  the  bulkhead  at  sundown  the  same  evening, 
where  she  grounded  for  the  night.  I  asked  Captain  Hotchkiss  why  he 
left  without  orders.  He  replied  that  he  came  down  for  coal.  I  told 
him  he  could  have  obtained  coal  from  the  Fanny. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  2d  the  news  of  the  capture  of  the  Fanny 
reached  Colonel  Hawkins,  who  immediately  came  to  me  for  force  to 
transport  provisions  for  supply  of  the  troops.  I  informed  the  colonel 
that  I  was  going  to  sea  as  soon  as  I  could  get  out;  that  I  had  trans¬ 
ferred  the  command  in  the  inlet  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Werden, 
suggesting  at  the  same  time  the  propriety  of  getting  proper  officers 
from  the  Susquehanna  to  command  the  expedition,  and  one  or  two  of 
her  launches.  I  addressed  a  letter  to  Captain  Lardner  and  sent  the 
colonel  and  Captain  Werden  out  to  consult  with  that  officer.  During 
the  absence  of  these  officers,  I  had  the  two  tugs  coaled,  watered,  and 
provisioned. 

The  officers  returned  from  the  Susquehanna  with  two  competent  offi¬ 
cers  and  an  armed  launch  and  twenty-five  well-trained  men. 

The  tugs  were  loaded  that  night  and  the  expedition  left  early  next 
morning  (the  day  of  my  departure);  nothing  was  heard  from  them  up 
to  5  o’clock  that  evening.  I  hope  Lieutenant  Bankhead  will  be  able  to 
do  the  work  successfully,  but  do  not  myself  think  it  a  certain  thing  by 
any  means.  The  enemy  has  now,  with  the  addition  of  the  Fanny ,  four 
well-armed  tugs,  and  unless  we  send  more  force,  he  commands  the  sound. 

I  have  on  board  as  prisoners  two  of  the  crew  of  the  prize  schooner 
Ocean  Wave ;  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  captured  Fanny  I  landed  at 
Fortress  Monroe. 
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Having  completed  the  platform  and  circles  for  the  army  10-inch 
columbiad,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  mounting  the  gun  on  its  carriage 
ready  for  service  on  the  day  of  our  departure  from  the  inlet. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  0.  Rowan, 
Commander ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 

[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

Statement  of  the  master  of  the  Fanny. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Hatteras  Inlet ,  October  1 ,  1861. 

I  left  in  the  steamer  Fanny  at  6  a.  m.  for  Chickamicomico,  or  Logger- 
head  Inlet,  arriving  there  at  1  p.  m.  We  anchored  in  about  8  feet  of 
water,  and  waited  there  two  hours  and  a  half  before  we  got  communi¬ 
cation  from  shore. 

They  then  fetched  a  flatboat  off  and  loaded  her  with  an  assorted 
cargo  of  stores,  tents,  etc.  When  the  boat  had  shoved  off  and  got 
about  two-thirds  of  the  way  on  shore,  we  saw  a  steamboat  to  the  west¬ 
ward  about  4  p.  m.,  which  proved  to  be  one  of  the  enemy.  She  was 
standing  to  cut  off  our  retreat,  and  in  a  short  time  two  more  appeared, 
steering  directly  for  us.  The  first  one  then  stood  in  and  commenced 
firing  upon  us,  and  as  soon  as  the  other  two  came  up  they  did  the 
same.  We  returned  their  fire  with  nine  shots,  striking  one  of  the 
boats  in  the  bow.  Then  Captain  Hart,  of  the  Twentieth  Indiana  Begi 
ment,  suggested  [to]  us  to  surrender,  saying  that  it  was  no  use  fighting 
against  such  odds,  and  requested  us  to  hoist  the  white  flag. 

The  mate  of  the  boat  and  a  few  soldiers  turned  to  and  threw  over¬ 
board  some  thirty  cases  of  ammunition,  and  Captain  Hart  forbade 
them  to  throw  any  more  overboard.  We  likewise  requested  the 
sergeant-major  to  throw  the  cannon  overboard,  which  he  refused  to 
do,  saying  it  would  be  worse  for  them  if  they  were  taken  prisoners. 

Captain  Hart  then  requested  the  chain  to  be  slipped  and  the  boat 
run  ashore,  which  was  done.  The  white  flag  was  then  hoisted,  and  the 
crew  of  the  boat  then  left  in  their  boats.  We  endeavored  to  get  boats 
to  carry  the  soldiers  off  of  the  Fanny ,  but  could  not  do  so. 

To  the  best  of  my  opinion  they  had  plenty  of  time,  from  our  arrival 
to  that  of  the  enemy’s  boats,  to  have  got  everything  on  shore  from  the 
Fanny ,  if  sufficient  boats  had  been  employed  in  the  transportation  of 
the  stores,  so  that  we  could  have  destroyed  the  Fanny  before  she 
should  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels. 

We  left  there  about  6  p.  m.  in  a  canoe,  and  arrived  here  about  7  a.  m. 
on  the  2d  instant. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Morrison, 

Master  Steamer  Fanny. 

[Enclosure  No.  2.] 

Statement  of  the  mate  of  the  Fanny. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Hatteras  Inlet ,  October  2,  1861. 

I  left  here  in  the  steamer  Fanny  for  Loggerhead  Inlet  at  6  a.  m.  on 
the  1st  instant,  and  arrived  there  about  1  p.  m.,  and  anchored  in  8  feet 
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of  water,  where  we  waited  about  an  hour  and  a  half.  The  captain 
thought  the  colonel  of  the  regiment  should  be  there  to  receive  the 
stores,  aud  said  he  would  go  and  send  for  him,  when  a  boat  came  along¬ 
side,  which  we  loaded  with  an  assorted  cargo. 

The  captain  saw  a  side-wheeled  steamer  coming,  which  he  thought 
was  a  flag  of  truce.  Soon  after  two  more  boats  hove  in  sight;  the 
former  one  then  approached  to  within  14  to  2  miles  of  us  aud  com¬ 
menced  firing  at  us. 

Captain  Hart,  of  the  Twentieth  Indiana  Regiment,  then  asked  me 
what  he  should  do.  I  told  him  he  might  do  as  he  liked;  he  proposed 
surrendering,  and  asked  me  for  a  white  sheet  to  hoist  as  a  flag  of  truce. 
I  gave  him  a  white  shirt,  but  told  him  I  would  not  hoist  it  until  they 
had  injured  us.  The  enemy  then  fired  at  us,  which  we  returned  with 
eight  or  nine  shots.  He  asked  me  what  he  should  do.  I  told  him  he 
could  either  attack  the  boats  or  run  her  ashore.  I  got  some  of  the 
men  to  throw  from  thirty  to  forty  boxes  of  ammunition  overboard, 
and  I  myself  threw  two  casks  of  bacon  over.  I  tried  to  get  him  to 
throw  the  cannon  overboard,  but  Sergeant-Major  Peacock  refused  to 
do  so,  saying  it  would  be  worse  for  them  if  taken  prisoners.  I  had 
then  to  go  to  the  wheel,  and  as  soon  as  I  left  they  discontinued  throw¬ 
ing  the  cases  of  ammunition  overboard. 

Captain  Hart,  Sergeant-Major  Peacock,  and  a  lieutenant  came  tome 
and  asked  what  should  be  done.  1  told  them  they  had  charge  of  the 
boat  and  I  would  do  just  as  they  ordered  me. 

We  could  have  thrown  the  guns  over  in  8  feet  of  water  and  then 
moved  in  farther  400  or  500  yards  to  the  shore  before  we  would  get  in 
shoaler  water,  but  Captain  Hart  would  not  allow  me  to  do  it,  and  told 
me  to  slip  the  cable,  and  alter  going  about  500  yards  we  ran  her  hard 
on  shore,  the  engineer  having  opened  the  engines  for  that  purpose.  I 
asked  him  to  let  the  men  jump  overboard,  there  being  only  5  feet  of 
water,  but  he  refused  to  let  them. 

In  the  meantime  Sergeant-Major  Peacock  fired  a  shot  at  the  rebels  and 
knocked  down  a  stanchion  of  the  Fanny's  house. 

After  running  her  ashore  I  saw  no  use  of  staying  by  her,  and  told 
Captain  Hart  so.  I  told  him  we  were  not  commissioned  officers,  and 
asked  him  to  let  me  go  ashore,  which  he  granted.  I  told  him  I  would 
try  and  procure  boats  to  put  them  off  the  Fanny ,  even  if  I  had  to 
pull  them  oft'  myself,  but  after  I  left  him  the  three  boats  belonging  to 
the  enemy  had  charge  of  her. 

1  left  the  place  at  about  5  p.  m.  on  the  1st  and  arrived  here  about  7 
o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  instant. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  H.  Ridgely, 

Mate  Steamer  Fanny. 


Report  of  Colonel  Wright,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  forces  on  Roanoke  Island,  N.  C. 

Headquarters  Forces, 

j Roanoke  Island ,  October  2,  1861. 

General  :  1  have  just  returned  from  an  expedition  against  the  Yan¬ 
kees.  We  received  information  yesterday  morning  that  the  Yankees 
were  about  landing  men  near  Chickamicomico,  and  immediately  left 
this  post,  taking  150  men  on  board  the  steamers  Curlew ,  Raleigh ,  and 
Junaluska,  Commododore  Lynch  being  in  command  of  these  vessels. 
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At  5  o’clock  p.  in.  we  came  in  sight  of  a  steamer  (Federal),  which  proved 
to  be  the  Fanny ,  having  on  board  a  quantity  of  quartermaster  and 
commissary  stores  for  the  Twentieth  Indiana  Regiment,  in  command 
of  Captain  Hart.  After  an  engagement  of  thirty-five  minutes  the 
Fanny  surrendered  and  we  made  prisoners  of  the  entire  force — 47  men, 
2  officers,  and  1  negro.  The  Fanny  mounted  two  rifled  cannon  and 
made  a  gallant  resistance,  but  the  superior  weight  of  our  guns  gave  us 
the  advantage.  The  gun  of  the  Curlew  was  manned  by  a  crew  from 
Captain  McWhorter’s  company,  of  this  regiment,  and  worked  their  gun 
beautifully.  All  behaved  well.  We  had  to  return  for  want  of  fuel,  and 
1  am  now  engaged  with  all  my  men  cutting  wood,  and  as  soon  as  I  can 
get  a  supply  we  will  return  and  endeavor  to  capture  the  Federals  who 
are  encamped  at  Chickamicomico.  We  can  not  send  the  prisoners  up 
to-day  for  want  of  fuel.  Indeed,  we  are  almost  lielpess  here  on  this 
account.  We  will  demolish  the  light  at  Hatteras  if  we  do  no  more. 
The  captured  Federals  report  a  large  force  at  Hatteras,  but  I  think  we 
can  manage  them. 

Among  the  captured  stores  are  a  number  of  coats  (over),  which  my 
men  need  very  much.  May  I  not  distribute  them  among  my  men?  I 
am  taking  an  inventory  of  the  stores,  and  will  send  it  on  to  you  when 
completed. 

Look  out  for  something  stirring  in  a  few  days.  Commodore  Lynch 
and  myself  get  along  finely,  each  cheerfully  cooperating  with  the  other. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  R.  Wright. 

Brigadier-General  Ben.  Huger. 

No  one  in  jured  on  either  side.  We  captured  a  large  quantity  of  fixed 
ammunition,  powder,  shells,  etc.  Colonel  Butler,  who  will  hand  you 
this,  can  give  you  some  particulars. 

A.  R.  W. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  giving  information 
regarding  operations  of  blockade  runners. 


Confidential.]  Navy  Department,  October  2,  1861. 

Sir:  The  following  information  has  been  given  to  the  Department, 
viz: 


Vessels  owned  by  secessionists  in  Worcester  County,  Md.,  trading  to  New  York, 
clear  from  New  York  to  Worcester  County  with  goods  of  all  kinds,  and  after  being 
delivered  in  said  county  are  afterwards  sent  in  the  night  down  Chincoteague  Bay  to 
secessionists  in  Accomac  and  Northampton  constantly,  and  I  think  on  a  large  scale, 
many  passing  between  midnight  and  day,  by  land,  through  ageuts  in  Sandy  Hill, 
Snow  Hill,  Girdletree  Hill,  Berlin,  and  St.  Martin’s,  near  the  Delaware  line,  quanti¬ 
ties  of  powder,  etc. 

Armed  bands  are  frequently  visiting  the  island  (Chincoteague)  and  are  driving 
loyal  citizens  away.  The  island  is  loyal  and  needs  defense. 


Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Gideon  Welles. 


Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborougii, 

Hampton  Roads. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldshorough ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  transmitting  infor¬ 
mation  regarding  steamer  Bermuda. 

Confidential.]  Nayy  Department,  October  2, 1861. 

Sir  :  Below  you  have  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  at  this  Department. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


[Enclosure.] 

Thompson,  Conn.,  September  30, 1861. 

From  information  perfectly  reliable  in  my  possession,  a  new  screw 
steamer,  Bermuda,  ironclad,  from  Liverpool,  about  1,500  tons,  Peck, 
master,  arrived  at  Savannah  September  10,1801.  Her  cargo,  18  rifle 
cannon,  32-pounder,  42-pounder,  and  two  108-pound[er]  Lancaster 
guns,  with  all  necessary  carriages  and  equipments,  powder,  shot,  etc., 
for  action,  0,500  Enfield  guns,  some  200,000  or  300,000  cartridges  for 
these  guns,  00,000  pair  army  shoes,  20,000  blankets,  180  barrels  gun¬ 
powder,  large  quantity  of  morphine  and  quinine,  and  other  medical 
stores,  together  with  mauy  other  articles  of  more  than  money  value  to 
the  rebel  Army.  Her  cargo  in  Liverpool  cost  $1,000,000.  Her  arma¬ 
ment  was  two  12-pounder  rifled  guns  on  a  side,  and  she  is  fitting  for 
active  service.  She  is  destined  for  capturing  California  steamers,  Com¬ 
mander  Totten  [Tattnall]  in  command.  She  was  twenty-nine  dayson 
passage  from  Liverpool  and  touched  at  Falmouth  and  Madeira  for  coal. 
Two  more  steam  ironclad  frigates  are  expected  on  the  coast  by  the  15th 
October. 

When  the  Bermuda  was  loading  and  when  she  cleared  she  was  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  a  supply  boat  for  the  royal  navy,  and  cleared  for  some 
port  in  the  West  Indies. 

She  was  owned  by  Englishmen,  but  her  cargo  principally  in  South 
Carolina;  private  speculation. 

My  informant  had  this  from  the  mate  of  the  vessel  byword  of  mouth. 
He  has  just  arrived  from  the  South  to  his  home  from  a  year's  sojourn 
on  the  Georgia  coast,  and  knows  something  of  its  defenses.  Much  more 
information  is  doubtless  in  his  possession. 

Telegraph  to  General  Pratt,  of  this  place,  to  know  who  I  am,  if  this 
information  is  of  value. 

In  haste,  etc., 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washmgton,  D.  G. 


Jeremiah  Olney. 


Report  of  Commander  Stellwagen,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  impossibility 
of  blocking  the  inlets  of  North  Carolina  with  vessels  loaded  with  stone 
under  the  existing  condition  of  affairs. 


Hatteras  Inlet,  October  2, 1861. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  arrival  here  yesterday  after  a  stormy  passage, 
after  parting  hawsers  six  times,  losing  a  man  (one  of  the  coast  guard), 
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who  was  struck  in  the  throat  by  a  hawser,  knocked  overboard,  and 
drowned;  we  had  to  abandon  one  of  the  vessels.  The  Stars  and  Stripes 
also  lost  a  schooner.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Braine  made  every  exer¬ 
tion  to  save  the  man,  but  without  avail. 

The  state  of  affairs  here  is  so  critical  that  the  duty  of  blocking  up 
the  inlets  is  impossible.  The  steam  tug  Fanny ,  I  am  informed,  was 
captured  yesterday  in  trying  to  take  provisions  to  the  detachment  of 
our  troops  at  Chickamicomico,  near  Loggerhead  Inlet,  45  miles  distant 
by  water.  The  enemy  fell  on  her  with  three  steamers.  She  had  the 
best  armament  of  all  the  tugs,  one  being  a  Sawyer’s  rifle  gun.  It  is  the 
impression  here  that  our  troops  will  have  to  fall  back,  as  we  can  not 
expect  to  use  the  sound  with  present  force  of  steam  tugs  to  send  them 
supplies.  This  is  very  serious;  two  or  three  more  light-draft  vessels 
would  have  prevented  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  Stellwagen, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

I  should  like  to  return  to  fit  vessels,  as  nothing  can  be  done  here. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron ,  to  Captain  Lardner ,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 
TJ.  S.  S.  Susquehanna ,  to  proceed  to  Beaufort ,  N.  C. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  October  2 , 1861. 

Sir:  If  your  supply  of  coal,  etc.,  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  I  wish 
you,  on  the  receipt  of  this,  to  proceed  off  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  and  remain 
there,  carefully  blockading  that  place  until  the  Albatross  can  come 
here,  recoal,  and  return.  If  it  is  not  sufficient,  return  here  forthwith 
to  replenish  it.  If  possible,  however,  go  to  Beaufort,  as  there  are  two 
English  vessels  in  that  harbor  which  require  vigilant  attention,  inde¬ 
pendently  of  others,  of  Avliich  we  have  accounts,  determined  doubtless 
to  get  in  there  if  they  can.  In  case  you  do  go  to  Beaufort,  you  will  of 
course  communicate  with  Commander  Prentiss,  of  the  Albatross,  and 
get  from  him  full  information  of  the  existing  state  of  things,  in  order 
to  govern  your  movements  accordingly. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag  Officer. 

Captain  Jas.  L.  Lardner,  IT.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna,  off  Hatteras  Inlet ,  North  Carolina. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  XT.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  to  Captain  Purviance,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  ship  St.  Lawrence,  to  proceed  off  St.  Simon’s  Sound,  Georgia. 


IT.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  October  2, 1861. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  St.  Lawrence  off  St.  Simon’s  Sound, 
Georgia,  and  closely  blockade  the  entrances  to  it  until  further  orders, 
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or  until  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  you  to  return  to  this  place  for  sup¬ 
plies.  A  memorandum  of  vessels  which  intend  to  violate  the  blockade, 
with  instructions  in  reference  to  neutrals,  etc.,  is  herewith  furnished  you. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag- Officer. 

Captain  H.  Y.  Purviance,  IT.  S.  Navy, 

F.  S.  Ship  St.  Lawrence ,  Hampton  Loads ,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S.  Wavy,  commanding  Atlantic 

Blockading  Squadron ,  transmitting  information  regarding  stations  of 

vessels  and  instructions  to  commanding  officers  of  his  command. 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  October  3, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  herewith  a  paper  showing 
the  distribution  at  present  of  the  vessels  now  under  my  command.  In 
my  judgment  there  should  be  four  active  steamers  off  and  about  Wil¬ 
mington  and  as  many  off  and  about  Beaufort,  N.  0.,  to  guard  those 
places  effectually.  With  this  number  so  assigned,  at  least  three  would 
always  be  present  off  and  around  either  port.  I  shall  make  this  ar¬ 
rangement  the  moment  I  have  vessels  enough  at  my  command  to  do  so. 

More  vessels  are  also  required  to  enable  me  to  guard  effectually  the 
east  coast  of  Florida  and  Savannah. 

I  also  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  instructions*  to  commanding 
officer's  of  blockading  vessels  under  my  command,  issued  by  me  under 
date  of  the  28th  ultimo. 

Commander  Stellwagen  left  here  several  days  ago  to  block  up  Oregon, 
Loggerhead,  and  Ocracoke  inlets.  He  was  amply  provided  with  every¬ 
thing  necessary  for  the  purpose. 

I  only  await  the  arrival  of  a  suitable  vessel  in  order  to  carry  out  your 
instructions  effectually  concerning  New  Inlet.  A  close  attention  has 
been  given  to  the  subject,  and  much  valuable  and  reliable  information 
has  already  been  collected  by  Commander  Missroon  from  persons  here 
well  acquainted  with  the  locality.  This  has  prepared  him  thoroughly 
for  the  work. 

After  making  the  reconnoissance  in  the  first  available  steamer,  he  is 
to  proceed  on  in  her  to  take  command  of  the  Savannah,  and  the  steamer 
is  to  remain  to  assist  the  Savannah  in  her  blockading  duties. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Washington ,  D.  G. 

P.  S. — The  St.  Lawrence  sailed  to-day  at  noon. 

L.  M.  G. 


*  See  p.  266. 
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[Enclosure.] 


Distribution  of  vessels  belonging  to  the  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  October  3,  1861. 


Character. 


Steamer . 

l)o . 

Frigate . 

l)o . 

Steam  frigate 
Steam  tug 

Steamer . . 

Do . 

Do . . 

Do . . 

Do . 

Steam  tug  . . . 

Do . 

Steamer . 


Ship . . . . 

Bark . 

Auxiliary  steamer 

Steamer . 

Do . 

Frigate . 

Sloop . 

Steam  frigate . 

Steamer . 

Friggte . 

Sloop . 

Steamer . 

Do . 

Do . 


Name. 


Mount  Vernon.... 

Lockwood . 

Congress . 

Cumberland . 

Minnesota . 

Young  America. . 

Daylight . 

Louisiana . 

Susquehanna  .... 

Pawnee . 

Stars  and  Stripes 
General  Putnam . 

Ceres . 

Monticello . 


Jamestown  . . 
Gemsbok 
Young  Rover 
Albatross.... 
Cambridge... 

Sabine . 

Vandalia - 

Roanoke . 

Flag . 

Savannah - 

St.  Lawrence 

Dale . 

Soaker  City  . 

arriet  Lane 
Dawn . 


Station. 


Off  Rappahannock  River. 

Off  York  River 

Off  Newport  News  and  James  River. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Do. 

Off  Cape  Henry. 

Off  Chincoteague  Inlet,  etc. 

Off  Hatteras  inlet,  etc. ;  ordered  off  Beaufort. 
Ordered  to  Washington. 

At  Hatteras  Inlet. 

Do. 

Do. 

At  Hatteras  Inlet  temporarily,  to  aid  Commander 
Stellwagen  in  closing;  inlets,  etc.  When  that  duty 
is  completed  to  go  off  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 

Do. 

Off  Beaufort. 

Off  Beaufort;  now  at  Hampton  Roads  for  coal,  etc. 
Off  Georgetown,  S.  C. 

Off  Bull’s  Bay,  etc.,  South  Carolina. 

Off  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Do. 

Off  Savannah,  Ga. 

Otf  St.  Simon’s  Sound,  Georgia,  ready  for  sea;  to  sail 
first  fair  wind. 

Off  Fernandina,  Fla. 

New  York,  repairing. 

■Philadelphia,  repairing. 

Washington,  repairing. 


Very  respectfully, 


L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Loiory ,  ZJ.  S.  Navy ,  com¬ 
manding  U.  S.  S.  Underwriter. 

Navy  Department,  October  3, 1861. 
Sir:  Proceed  to  Hampton  Eoads  witli  tug  Underwriter  and  report 
for  duty  to  Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Lieutenant  E.  B.  Lowry, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Underwriter ,  Washington,  JO.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  vessels 
ordered  to  his  squadron  and  the  division  of  his  command. 

Navy  Department,  October  3, 1861. 
Sir:  The  tug  Underwriter,  Lieutenant  Commanding  E.  B.  Lowry, 
has  been  ordered  to  join  your  command.  This  vessel  was  prepared  for 
the  inside  waters  of  North  Carolina.  The  Hetzel  is  destined  for  the 
same  point  and  will  be  ready  in  about  a  fortnight.  A  considerable 
force,  prepared  for  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont’s  squadron,  will  rendezvous  in 
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Hampton  Roads.  That  officer  will  hoist  his  flag  on  board  the  Wabash 
so  soon  as  she  arrives  m  New  York.  He  will  probably  send  several 
vessels  of  his  command  from  New  York  to  Hampton  Roads  to  await 
their  coming  These  are  to  remain  there  until  the  arrival,  when  the 
squadron  will  be  divided  as  already  advised. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Gavendy ,  TJ.  S.  Wavy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  ship 
Gemsbok ,  of  the  capture  of  the  schooners  Mary  E.  Pindar  and  Beverly, 
and  the  cruise  of  that  vessel  from  September  22  to  October  3  1861,  trans¬ 
mitting  memoranda  of  vessels  spoken  and  boarded. 

TJ.  S.  Ship  Gemsbok, 
Sunday ,  September  22,  1861. 

After  sending  the  prize  schooner  Mary  E.  Pindar  to  Hampton  Roads 
we  stood  inshore  for  New  Inlet,  and  when  5  miles  off  Gamp  Weir, 
hoisted  the  jack  for  a  pilot  5  all  hands  below,  excepting  five  or  six  men 
to  work  ship;  had  the  guns  run  in  and  ports  closed.  A  small  boat 
came  off  from  shore  with  two  men  thinking  we  were  a  merchant  ship 
wanting  a  pilot.  After  getting  within  hail,  I  asked  them  if  they  were 
pilots.  They  answered  yes.  I  told  them  to  be  quick,  as  I  wanted  to 
get  in  as  soon  as  possible.  They  came  alongside  and  after  finding  out 
they  were  on  board  a  man-of-war,  they  turned  rather  pale,  but  they  soon 
found  they  were  under  the  Stars  and  Stripes  and  seemed  glad  it  was 
so.  They  proved  to  be  good  Union  men.  They  swore  to  protect  the 
Union  and  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  I  shipped  them  as 
ordinary  seamen.  I  obtained  a  good  deal  of  information  from  them. 
They  told  me  that  at  Gam])  Weir  there  were  900  troops  stationed. 
This  is  about  6  miles  northeast  of  New  Inlet.  They  also  had  three 
rifled  guns  there. 

They  told  me  that  six  days  previous  there  had  arrived  an  English 
brig  and  gone  into  New  Inlet.  There  have  been  a  good  many  vessels 
of  light  draft  popping  in  and  out  New  Inlet,  and  it  is  important  that 
both  sides  of  the  shoals  should  be  blockaded. 

At  5  p.  m.  steered  round  the  shoals  to  the  southwest  inlet ;  stood 
close  in.  Came  to  anchor  at  6  p.  m.,  23d.  Next  morning  at  daylight  a 
sail  reported  offshore ;  hove  up  the  anchor  and  made  all  sail  for  her. 
At  7  a.  m.  all  hands  to  quarters  and  at  9  a.  m.  came  up  with  the  sail, 
which  proved  to  be  the  U.  S.  S.  Young  Rover,  from  Hampton  Roads. 
Captain  Humphrey  came  on  board  and  told  me  he  left  the  evening  pre¬ 
vious  an  English  man-of-war  at  anchor  off  New  Inlet.  The  following 
conversation  took  place  between  Captain  Humphrey  and  myself. 

“  Did  you  stop  to  see  which  ship  it  was?” 

Answer.  “No,  sir,  as  she  was  a  man-of-war.” 

I  told  him  I  was  very  sorry  to  hear  so,  as  no  vessel  was  allowed  to 
anchor  without  communicating  with  the  officer  of  the  blockade,  etc.  I 
also  told  Captain  Humphrey  to  stay  with  his  ship  to  blockade  the  south¬ 
west  inlet  and  I  should  go  on  the  northeast  side.  I  set  all  sail  imme¬ 
diately  in  pursuit  of  this  English  man-of-war,  but,  having  a  light  head 
wind,  I  could  not  get  along  as  fast  as  I  wished  to.  At  6  a.  m.  next 
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morning  a  sail  reported  to  leeward;  kept  off  for  her.  At  6:30  found 
her  to  be  a  large  ship ;  beat  to  quarters  and  at  7  a.  m.  came  up  with 
her,  when  she  proved  to  be  the  Nathan  Thompson ,  of  Ivennebunk. 
Boarded  by  the  first  officer  and  examined  her  papers;  found  she  was 
from  Bio  de  Janeiro  bound  to  New  York  via  Key  West.  No  suspicion 
being  attached,  she  was  allowed  to  proceed.  Saw  an  American  steamer 
offshore,  steering  southwest.  .  .  1 

At  5  p.  m.  came  up  the  bar  off  New  Iulet,  and  the  Britisher  had  dis¬ 
appeared.  Cruised  off  and  on  until  the  30th;  strong  breezes  from 
E.  N.  E.;  ugly  high  seas;  ran  the  ship  around  the  shoals. 

October  3—  At  G  a.  m.  up  anchor  for  New  Inlet;  at  6 :  30  sail  reported ; 
made  all  sail;  came  up  at  10:20  a.  m.  Proved  to  be  the  schooner 
Beverly ,  which  enclosed  papers  will  show  a  good  prize. 

Hoping  to  get  my  officers  soon  back,  and  hoping  you  will  send  me  a 
small  rifled  gun,  which  might  be  of  great  service  in  case  of  small 
steamers  coming  out  with  a  rifle,  we  would  not  be  able  to  do  much. 
You  will  find  some  very  valuable  information  in  these  letters. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Edwd.  Cavendy, 
Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Gemsbolc. 

Commodore  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

Extract  from  memoranda  of  vessels  spoken  and  fallen  in  with  by  the  TJ. 
S.  ship  Gemsbok ,  Edward  Cavendy  commander,  from  September  17 ,  the 
date  of  leaving  Hampton  Roads',  to  October  5,  1861,  stating  also  where 
such  vessels  were  from,  where  bound,  and  by  whom  commanded. 

September  19. — At  7  o’clock  a.  m.,  in  latitude  34°  57 7  N.,  longitude 
76°  W.,  boarded  schooner  Harmony,  Captain  James  M.  Davis,  of 
Yarmouth,  Nova  Scotia,  and  bound  to  Ocracoke,  N.  C.,  loaded  with  fish 
and  other  cargo.  Took  her  as  a  prize  and  put  a  prize  master  and  crew 
on  board  and  sent  her  to  Hampton  Boads. 

September  22. — At  5  o’clock  made  a  sail  out  on  the  weather  beam ; 
made  sail  for  her  and  gave  chase  until  9  o’clock,  when  she  anchored  close 
inshore;  her  crew  deserted  her  and  pulled  ashore  in  a  boat.  Sent  port 
cutter  in  charge  of  Mr.  Lunt,  executive  officer,  with  eight  men  to  take 
possession  of  her;  at  10  o’clock  boarded  her  and  got  her  underway  and 
brought  her  along  as  a  prize.  She  was  the  schooner  Mary  E.  Pindar, 
of  Edenton,  N.  C.,  with  about  60  casks  of  lime  on  board.  Placed  a  prize 
master  and  crew  on  board  of  her  and  dispatched  her  to  Hampton  Boads. 
Federal  Point  bore  S.  W.  by  W.  £  W.,  12  miles  distant  from  the  place 
of  capture.  At  4  o’clock  p.  m.  passed  Camp  Weir,  5  miles  from  New 
Inlet;  hoisted  jack  for  pilot;  soon  afterwards  a  small  boat  was  pulled  off 
from  shore  with  two  men  in  it.  They  came  as  pilots  to  take  the  ship  in 
the  harbor.  After  knowing  their  mistake  they  voluntarily  took  the 
oath  of  allegiance  and  signed  the  ship’s  articles. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Cavendy,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Gemsbok,  regarding  the 

capture  of  schooner  Beverly. 

H.  S.  Ship  Gemsbok,  October  3, 1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  captured  the  third 
prize.  She  is  the  schooner  Beverly ,  of  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  Captain 
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Thomas  Blanch,  burden  (>1  tons  (English);  her  cargo  consists  of  dry 
goods,  fish,  and  salt,  bound  for  a  Southern  blockaded  port  for  a  market 
town11  fllSt  SeeD’  at  6'3°  a' bearing  soutlb  steering  in  for  George- 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edw.  Oavendy, 

,,  ,  o  tt  o.  Commander. 

Commodore  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Older  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  to  Commander  Barker,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Cambridge,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty  off  Beaufort,  N.  C. 

II.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Off  Hampton  Roads ,  October  3,  1861. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  off  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  with  the  Cambridge,  and, 
on  your  arrival  there,  report  to  the  senior  naval  officer  present  for  duty 
in  blockading  that  port.  Should  there  be  no  officer  senior  to  yourself 
present,  you  will  closely  blockade  the  port  until  further  orders,  or  until 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  you  to  return  to  this  place  for  fuel,  etc. 
A  memorandum  of  vessels  intending  to  violate  the  blockade,  with 
instructions  to  neutrals,  etc.,  is  herewith  furnished  you. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Commander  W.  A.  Parker,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  S.  Cambridge ,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 

Blockading  Squadron,  to  Commander  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 

TJ.  S.  ship  Congress,  regarding  Confederate  steamers  in  James  River. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads ,  October  3,  1861. 

Sir:  The  ISTavy  Department  is  advised  that  the  two  armed  steamers 
up  the  James  Kiver,  belonging  to  the  enemy,  are  not  coppered  and  that 
his  determination  is  to  get  them  to  Norfolk,  if  possible.  You  are 
required,  therefore,  to  prevent  this  by  observing  the  greatest  degree  of 
vigilance  and  using  every  means  in  your  power.  The  force  now  off 
Newport  News  is  judged  ample  for  the  purpose.  It  is  not  likely,  I 
suppose,  that  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  get  past  you  during  a  clear 
day,  or  even  a  clear  night,  but  one  maybe  made  to  do  so  during  foggy 
weather,  or  a  dark  night,  more  especially  if  there  should  exist  at  the 
time  a  high  and  favorable  wind  and  an  ebb  tide,  and  hence  the  necessity 
of  omitting  no  precautions  whatever  on  such  occurrences. 

Be  good  enough  to  invite  the  attention  of  Commander  Livingston  to 
the  purport  of  this  communication,  and  urge  upon  him  what  it  directs. 
Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Commander  William  Smith, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Frigate  Congress,  Newport  Neivs, 


ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


286 

% 

Report  a.  Flay- Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  the  ineffectual  blockade  of  Savannah, 


F.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  October  4,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  reliable  information  that  one  of  the  steamers  purchased 
in  England  by  the  secessionists  (no  doubt  the  Bermuda),  loaded  with 
400  or  500  barrels  of  powder,  fifteen  12-pounder  rifled  guns,  rifled  mus¬ 
kets,  blankets,  shoes,  and  medicines,  got  into  Savannah  on  the  loth  or 

16  th  of  last  month.  .  .  ,  , 

It  seems  that  a  heavy  gale  of  wind  occurred  the  day  before,  which 
drove  the  blockading  vessel  (the  Savannah )  away  from  her  station,  and 
this  event  was  availed  of  by  the  steamer  to  effect  her  entrance.  In  my 
iud"ment  less  than  four  active  steamers  can  not  effectually  blockade 
that  place,  anti  the  moment  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Department  to  send 
them  to  me  I  shall  dispatch  them  thither.  It  ought,  certainly,  to  be 
thoroughly  well  guarded  at  once,  particularly  as  at  least  two  other 
steamers  have  been  purchased  in  England  by  the  secessionists;  but, 
unfortunately,  without  withdrawing  vessels  from  other  points  equally 
important,  I  have  at  present  none  at  my  disposal  for  the  purpose. 
Indeed,  I  need  now,  at  the  very  least,  twenty  more  steamers,  all  of  a 
suitable  character,  to  keep  up  anything  like  a  really  close  blockade  of 
the  numerous  ports  and  inlets  along  the  coast  Irorn  this  to  Cape  I  lorida. 
Fast  steamers,  of  light  draft,  properly  armed,  are  the  only  vessels  fit 
for  blockading  our  Southern  coast.  Sailing  vessels,  at  best,  are  but  of 
poor  account— next  to  good  for  nothing  on  such  a  service.  Steamers, 
as  you  are  fully  aware,  must  replenish  their  fuel  frequently,  and  lienee 
the  necessity  for  a  sufficient  number  to  secure  reliefs  and  keep  up,  as  it 
were,  a  constant  circulation.  The  accidents  to  which  they  are  exposed 
and  the  time  involved  in  their  repair  must  also  be  considered. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Washington  City,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  f  urnish  the  name 
of  vessel  blockading  off  Savannah,  Ga.,  September  16,  1861,  when  the 
Bermuda  ran  in. 


Navy  Department,  October  4,  1861. 
Sir  :  You  were  written  to  from  this  Department  on  the  2d  instant, 


giving  you  information  of  the  arrival  at  Savannah  on  the  16th  ultimo 
of  a  new  ironclad  screw  steamer,  armed  and  well  laden  with  “articles 
of  more  than  money  value  to  the  rebel  Army.’’ 

Please  inform  the  Department  what  vessel  was  off  Savannah  on  the 
day  of  her  reported  arrival. 

Very  respectfully,  etc. 

Gideon  Welles. 


Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 
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0'^'e}  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 

favannahgc8aqUn^°^  re9ard™9  the  escape  of  steamer  Bermuda  into 

savannah,  Ga.,  and  a  rumor  of  an  early  demonstration  by  the  Merrimack . 

II.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  oft  Fort  Monroe,  October  4,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  your  communication  with  regard  to  the 
Bermuda  having  reached  Savannah.  I  wrote  you  upon  the  same  sub¬ 
ject  this  morning.  I  regard  the  affair  in  so  serious  a  light  that,  unless 
1  get  orders  from  you  to  the  contrary,  I  shall  dispatch  the  Iroquois  to 
cruise  off  that  port  as  soon  after  her  arrival  as  possible.  I  have  noth¬ 
ing  here  now  but  this  ship,  and,  by  intelligence  received  to-day,  the 
enemy  is  about  to  make  a  demonstration  on  Newport  News  with  his'' 
vessels  at  Norfolk,  so  as  to  get  his  steamers  down  the  James  Eiver  at 
all  hazards.  My  information  also  says  that  he  is  determined  to  trvthe 
Mernmack,  with  her  iron  casing,  against  this  place.  He  intends,  it 
seems,  to  aim  a  heavy  blow  with  his  three  ships  at  Norfolk,  aided  bv 
those  m  James  Fiver  If  you  do  not  wish  me  to  dispatch  the  Iroquois 
as  intimated,  you  will  have  time  enough  to  tell  me  so. 

In  gieat  haste,  as  the  steamer  is  just  leaving,  I  am,  sir,  your  verv 
obedient  servant,  ’  ’  y 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Flag- Officer. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


letter  from  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  to  Brigadier-General  Huger,  C.  8.  Army,  com¬ 
manding  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  regarding  steamers  carrying  flags  of  truce. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  October  4,  1861. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  note*  of  yesterday,  I  beg  to  say  that  I  will 
direct  the  steamers  under  my  control  carrying  a  flag  of  truce  to  pass  to 
the  westward  of  the  barrier  off  Sewell’s  Point,  and  may  I  in  turn  ask 
the  favor  of  you  to  instruct  your  officers  in  charge  of  similar  steamers 
not  to  approach  us  hereafter  nearer  than  Sewell’s  Point?  They  will 
then  be  met,  on  all  occasions,  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment.  At 
times  delay  may,  and  probably  will,  occur;  nevertheless,  they  can  wait 
either  at  anchor  or  else  under  steam,  off  that  point  until  they  can  be 
met.  I  requested  one  of  your  officers  several  days  ago  not  to  approach 
us  again  so  closely  as  he  then  was,  but  yesterday  the  same  steamer, 
I  think,  came  still  nearer;  indeed,  much  nearer.  On  so  simple  an  affair 
I  trust  no  difficulties  may  arise. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Brigadier-General  Benj.  Huger, 

_ Commanding  Forces,  Norfolk ,  Va. 


"'Not  found. 
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Destruction  of  a  Confederate  schooner,  fitting  out  for  a  privateer,  in  Cliin- 
coteague  Inlet ,  Virginia,  October  5, 1861. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
transmitting  report  of  Lieutenant  Murray,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  October  15,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  report  by  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Commanding  A.  Murray  in  relation  to  a  conflict  with  the  enemy 
and  the  burning  of  a  schooner  fitting  out  for  a  privateer. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Louisiana, 
Chincoteague  Inlet,  October  5,  1861. 

Flag-Officer:  This  morning  at  9  o’clock  we  had  a  sharp  conflict 
with  the  enemy,  who,  with  300  strong,  attempted  to  cut  off  two  boats 
from  this  vessel  and  twenty-three  men,  all  told,  which  I  had  dispatched 
to  take  or  destroy  a  fine  schooner  which  I  had  reason  to  believe  was 
being  converted  into  a  privateer.  Fortunately,  I  had  gone  m  with  the 
steamer  at  the  same  time,  it  being  high  tide,  and  was  enabled  to  cover 

the  return  of  the  party.  ,  „  „  „  .  ,  ,, 

The  boats,  after  passing  through  a  terrible  fire,  finally  reached  the 
schooner:  but,  finding  her  aground,  made  a  breastwork  of  her  and 
opened  a  deadly  fire,  which,  with  the  assistance  of  a  few  shots  from 
our  long-range  gun,  drove  the  enemy  back  to  a  distant  cover  with  loss; 
and  the  boats,  after  firing  the  schooner,  returned  without  further  rnoles- 

Acting  Master  Furniss  estimates  the  loss  of  the  rebels  at  at  least  8 
in  killed  and  wounded,  as  he  saw  that  number  carried  off. 

Our  loss  was  1  seriously  wounded  (Acting  Master  Hooker)  and  3 

very  slightly.  ,  .  . ,  , 

I  have  nothing  but  praises  to  bestow  on  those  engaged  in  the  boats 
for  their  coolness  and  intrepidity  when  assailed  by  such  overwhelming 
odds.  They  were  yet  some  300  yards  from  the  schooner  when  fired 
upon",  but  they  preferred  pushing  on  and  returning  through  it  rather 
than  fail  in  accomplishing  their  object. 

During  a  reconnoissance  last  night  two  of  their  dispatch  sloops  were 

captured.  . 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Murray, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commander  in  Chief  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  in  commendation  of  Lieutenant  Murray,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Nayy  Department,  October  17, 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  No.  12,  enclosing  a  copy  of  Lieutenant 
Commanding  A.  Murray’s  report  of  a  conflict  with  the  enemy  at  Chin¬ 
coteague  Inlet  and  the  burning  of  a  schooner  supposed  to  be  fitting  out 
as  a  privateer. 
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You  will  please  make  known  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Murray,  and 
through  him  to  those  who  were  engaged  in  the  daring  but  successful 
exploit  of  tiring  the  schooner,  the  Departments  high  appreciation  of 
their  services. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Weeles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Gomdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


Order  of  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  to  forward  the  name  of  officer  commanding  boat  expedition. 


Navy  Department,  October  19 , 1861. 
Sir:  Be  pleased  to  inform  the  Department  whether  Acting  Master 
H.  K.  Furniss  commanded  the  boats  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Louisiana  which 
destroyed  the  schooner  fitting  out  as  a  privateer  at  Chincoteague  Inlet 
on  the  5th  instant. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 


Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Gomdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Murray,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Louisiana,  giving  name  of 

the  officer  commanding  boat  expedition. 

U.  S.  S.  Louisiana, 
Chincoteague  Inlet,  October  27,  1861. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  of  the 
19th  instant,  I  respectfully,  at  his  request,  reply. 

Acting  Master  H.  K.  Furniss  commanded  the  boats  during  the 
engagement  with  the  rebels  at  Cockle’s  [Cockrell]  Creek,  which  resulted 
in  the  destruction  of  the  schooner  fitting  out  as  a  privateer. 

That  post  would  have  belonged  to  Lieutenant  Hopkins,  but  he  was 
confined  to  his  bed  with  sickness  at  the  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Murray, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Request  of  Lieutenant  Werden,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Stars 
and  Stripes,  to  Captain  Lardner ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Susquehanna ,  to  render  assistance  to  retreating  Indiana  troops. 

Stars  and  Stripes,  October  4,  1861. 
Sir:  A  messenger  from  Colonel  Hawkins  says  that  the  enemy  have 
landed  above  from  six  steamers,  a  sailing  vessel,  and  some  scows,  and 
that  the  Indiana  regiment  are  in  full  retreat,  the  natives  flying  before 
them.  He  wishes  you  to  run  up  along  the  beach  toward  or  above  Hat- 
teras,  to  cover  them  with  the  Susquehanna  and  the  Monticello.  Haul 
in  a  little  above  the  fort.  We  can  see  the  vessels  from  the  shipping, 
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and  two  side-wheel  tugs  are  ashore,  and  Tempest  has  broken  her  pintle 
or  something  off  the  rudder. 

Very  respectfully, 

R.  Werden, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Captain  J.  L.  Lardner, 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Stellwagen ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Lardner , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna ,  requesting  permission 
to  seek  relief  for  the  troops  at  J  latter  as  Inlet. 


[U.  S.  S.]  Stars  and  Stripes,  October  5,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  I  wish  to  know,  as  I  am  not  in  a  command  and  it  is 
impossible  to  perform  the  special  duty  of  stopping  the  other  inlets, 
whether  I  had  not  better  run  up  in  the  Spaulding,  when  she  comes, 
and  give  a  full  account  of  how  things  stand.  Unless  speedy  relief  is 
sent,  tlie  troops  will  be  reduced  to  great  straits  here  and  have  soon  to 
evacuate.  The  urgency  is  very  great,  and  if  I  get  up  I  can  represent 
it  so  as  to  have  action  taken  at  once  by  flag-officer  and  Department. 

Yery  respectfully, 

H.  S.  Stellwagen. 


Captain  J.  L.  Lardner,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Please  return  accompanying  paper.  Can  you  have  pro visions  landed 
at  Hatteras  Cove  to-day?  They  have  lost  all. 


Letter  from  Captain  Lardner,  U.  S.  Nary,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Susque¬ 
hanna,  to  Lieutenant  Stellwagen,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  granting  permission  to 
proceed,  to  Hampton  Roads. 

[U.  S.  S.]  Susquehanna, 

Near  Hatteras  Light ,  October  5. 

Dear  Sir:  I  can  see  no  objection  to  your  going  to  Hampton  Roads, 
as  you  suggest,  particularly  as  your  special  duty  of  closing  the  inlets 
can  not  now  be  done. 

I  have  provisioned  the  Indiana  regiment  this  morning  for  a  day,  and 
suppose  they  will  return  at  once  to  the  forts. 

J.  L.  L[ardner]. 

Captain  Stellwagen,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Monticello  has  gone  round  the  cape  to  see  if  she  can  throw  some 
shells  among  the  enemy  at  Chicomico  [ChickamicomicoJ. 


Report  of  Captain  Van  Brunt,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  present  in 
Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia,  transmitting  reports  regarding  the  engage¬ 
ment  between  the  JJ.  S.  S.  Monticello  and  Confederates  at  Kinnakeet, 
N.  C.,  October  5,  1861. 

U.  S.  Rlagshtp  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  October  8,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  Susquehanna  for 
coal  and  water;  also  to  forward  reports  of  Captain  Lardner  and  Lieu- 


United  States  Steamer  Monticello. 

Drawn  from  photograph  of  a  painting. 
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tenant  Commanding  D.L.  Braineofthe  routine- of  the  rebels  at  Kin™ 
keet,  near  Cape  Hatteras,  North  Carolina.  a' 

Respectfully.  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon. 


Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the 


G.  J.  Van  Brunt, 
Senior  Officer  Present. 


Navy ,  Washington,  D.  (J. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  s.  Susquehanna, 

Off  Hatteras  Inlet ,  October  6,  1861. 

fTT\0i-  tl,'e  4tMDStant  1  receive(1  information 
that  the  enemy  had  landed  in  large  force  at  Chickamicomico  and 

viunakeet,  and  that  the  Indiana  regiment  posted  there  was  in  full 

retreat  before  them ;  also  that  our  three  tugs  in  the  inlet  were  aground 

disabled;  the  fourth,  the  Fanny ,  had  been  captured  the  day  before 

I  at  once  got  underway  with  this  ship  and  the  Monticello  and 

anchored  for  the  night  close  to  shore  in  Hatteras  Cove.  ’ 

At  daylight  I  found  our  troops  in  and  about  the  light  house,  and  in 

fon?honSr  WT  of  P™™ns,  which  they  had  been  without  for  twenty  - 
1  ]10U1S-  1  supplied  them  with  food,  and  at  the  request  of  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  remained  for  their  protection  during  the  dav 

f,L®nlDg  ;V,at  tf'e  en<:™y  were  8tiH  in  large  force  at  Kinnakeet,  I  sent 
the  Monticello  to  drive  them  oft,  which  important  service  was  performed 
by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Braine  with  great  effect  and  good  conduct 
His  report  is  enclosed. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Gardner, 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough,  Captain. 

Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


[Subenclosure.] 


TJ.  S.  S.  Monticello, 

Off  Cape  Hatteras ,  North  Carolina ,  October  5,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  obedience  to  your  order 
°l  this, morning  I  stood  through  the  inner  channel  of  Hatteras  Shoals 
at  12:30  p.  m.,  and  stood  close  along  shore  to  the  northward,  keeping- 
a  bright  lookout  from  aloft.  At  1 :30  p.  m.  we  discovered  several  saib 
mg  vessels  over  the  woodland  Kinnakeet,  and  at  the  same  time  a  regi¬ 
ment  marching  to  the  northward,  carrying  a  rebel  flag  in  their  midst 
with  many  stragglers  in  the  rear;  also  two  tugs  inside  flying  the  same 
fldg*,  A s  they  came  out  of  the  woods  Kiniicikeet  we  run  close  inshore 
and  opened  a  deliberate  Are  upon  them  at  the  distance  of  three-quarters 
ot  a  mile.  At  our  flrst  shell,  which  fell  apparently  in  their  midst,  they 
rolled  up  their  flag  and  scattered,  moving  rapidly  up  the  beach  to  the 
northward.  We  followed  them,  firing  rapidly  from  three  guns,  driving- 
them  up  to  a  clump  of  woods,  in  which  they  took  refuge,  and  abreast  of 
which  their  steamers  lay. 

We  now  shelled  the  woods  and  could  see  them  embarking  in  small 
boats  for  their  vessels,  evidently  in  great  confusion  and  suffering 
greatly  from  our  fire. 

Their  steamers  now  opened  upon  us,  firing,  however,  but  three  shots, 
which  fell  short.  Two  boats  filled  with  men  were  struck  by  our  shells 
and  destroyed.  Three  more  steamers  came  down  the  sound  and  took 
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position  opposite  the  woods  we  were  shelling;  also  two  Sloops.  We  con¬ 
tinued  firing  deliberately  upon  them  from  1:30  p.  m.  until  3:  30  p.  m. 
when  two  men  were  discovered  on  the  seabeach  making  signals  to  us. 
Supposing  them  to  be  two  of  the  Indiana  regiment,  we  sent  an  armed 
boat  and  crew  to  bring  them  off,  covering  them  at  the  same  time  with 
our  fire.  Upon  the  boat  nearing  the  beach  they  took  to  the  water.  One 
of  them  was  successful  in  reaching  the  boat,  Private  Warren  O  Haver, 
Company  H,  Twentieth  Regiment  ludiana  troops;  the  other  man,  Pri¬ 
vate  Charles  White,  Company  H,  Twentieth  Regiment  Indiana  troops, 
was  unfortunately  drowned  in  the  surf.  Private  O’Haver  informed  me 
that  he  was  taken  prisoner  on  the  morning  of  the  4th ;  that  he  witnessed 
our  fire,  which  was  very  destructive.  He  states  that  two  of  our  shells  tell 
into  two  sloops  loaded  with  men,  blowing  the  vessels  to  pieces  and 
sinking  them.  Also  that  several  ot  the  officers  were  killed.  Theii 
horses  were  seen  running  about  the  track.  He  had  just  escaped  from 
his  captors  after  shooting  the  captain  of  one  of  the  rebel  companies. 
He  states  that  the  enemy  were  in  the  greatest  confusion,  rushing  wildly 
into  the  water,  striving  to  get  off  to  their  vessels.  Private  O’Haver 
now  directed  me  to  the  point  where  the  rebels  were  congregated,  waiting 
an  opportunity  to  get  off.  I  opened  fire  again  with  success,  scattering 
them.  We  were  now  very  close,  in  3  fathoms  water,  and  5-second  shell 
told  with  effect.  Six  steamers  were  now  off  the  point,  one  of  which  I 
recognized  as  the  Fanny. 

At  5:25  p.  m.  we  ceased  firing,  leaving  the  enemy  scattered  along 
the  beach  for  upwards  of  4  miles. 

I  fired  repeatedly  at  the  enemy’s  steamers  with  our  rilled  cannon,  a 
Parrot  30-pounder,  and  struck  the  Fanny ,  I  think,  once.  I  found  the 
range  of  this  piece  much  short  of  what  I  had  anticipated,  many  of  the 
shot  turning  end  over  end,  and  not  exceeding  much  the  range  of  the 
smoothbore  32-pounders. 

I  enclose  you  herewith  memorandum  of  the  ammunition  expended 
to-day. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  Braine, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Monticello. 

Captain  J.  L.  Lardner, 

Comdg.  TJ.  S.  S.  Susquehanna ,  off  Cape  Hatteras,  North  Carolina. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Monticello,  October  5,  1861. 

October  5,  1861.— At  12  m.  passed  through  Hatteras  Slough,  inner 
channel.  At  1  p.  m.  saw  a  regiment  of  men  on  the  beach  12  miles 
north  of  Hatteras  light-house,  with  rebel  flag  flying;  also  two  schooners 
and  one  steamer  inside  showing  rebel  flag.  Commenced  firing  upon 
them,  with  effect,  dispersing  them.  At  3  p.  m.  four  more  rebel  steamers 
came  down  with  rebel  flag  flying.  They  sent  their  boats  ashore  to 
embark  their  men,  we  shelling  them,  sinking  their  boats,  and  doing 
much  damage.  At  4  still  continued  firing  upon  the  enemy,  shelling 
the  enemy,  who  were  in  great  distress.  At  5  saw  two  men  walking  on 
the  beach  making  signals.  Sent  a  boat  on  shore  to  bring  them  off,  and 
in  doing  so  one  man,  named  Charles  White,  Company  H,  Twentieth 
Indiana  Regiment,  was  drowned.  The  other  was  rescued  from  the 
rebels,  to  whom  he  had  been  prisoner.  He  reports  that  our  fire  did 
great  execution,  as  he  saw  many  killed  and  wounded  on  the  beach. 
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At  5:30  ceased  firing  and  stood  for  tbe  outside  of  the  shoal.  At  9 
hauled  around  Hatteras  Shoals.  At  11 : 20  came  to  anchor  and  reported 
to  the  senior  officer.  Expended  the  following:  Sixty- five  10-inch  shell, 
98  32-pounder  shell,  41  riile  shell,  3  shrapnel,  9  solid  shot,  2  stand 
grape. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  flag-officers  commanding  block¬ 
ading  squadrons ,  forwarding  general  order  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  regarding  relative  rank. 

Navy  Department,  October  5, 1861. 
Sir  :  I  submit  for  your  information  the  annexed  copy  of  a  general 
order  issued  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  on  the  4th  instant. 
I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Loads ,  Virginia. 
Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Appointed  to  Command  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Key  West ,  Fla. 


[Enclosure.] 

General  Order.]  Executive  op  the  United  States, 

October  4,  1861. 

Flag-Officers  of  the  United  States  Navy  authorized  to  wear  a  square 
flag  at  the  mizzenmast-head  will  take  rank  with  major-generals  of  the 
U.  S.  Army. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 


Report  of  Captain  Marston ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Roanoke , 
transmitting  correspondence  betiveen  Commander  Lee ,  U.  S.  Navy,  and 
the  commanding  officer  of  H.  B.  M.  S.  Steady ,  and  a  report  from  Com¬ 
mander  Lee  regarding  H.  L.  M.  S.  Catinat. 

U.  S.  S.  Koanoke, 

Off  Charleston ,  S.  C.,  October  5,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copy  of  a  correspondence  between 
Commander  Grant,  of  H.  B.  M.  S.  Steady ,  and  Commander  Lee,  of  the 
Vandalia,  and  also  a  copy  of  Commander  Lee’s  report  on  the  subject  of 
that  correspondence  made  to  Captain  Mercer. 

I  also  enclose  copy  of  a  report  from  Commander  Lee  relative  to  his 
intercourse  with  the  French  Government  steamer  Catinat.  Commander 
Lee  was  impressed  with  the  idea  that  there  was  no  impropriety  in  his 
firing  a  blank  gun  in  the  opposite  direction  to  the  Catinat ,  in  which  I 
concurred,  but  I  would  thank  you  for  your  own  opinion  on  the  subject, 
as  a  direction  for  my  future  guidance. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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[Enclosures.]  .  ' 

U.  S.  Sloop  V and  alia, 

Off  Charleston ,  September  28,  1861. 

I  Sir  :  I  was  surprised  and  concerned,  after  tlie  explanation  I  had 
made  to  you  in  the  morning  on  board  this  ship,  which  I  then,  and  from 
our  subsequent  intercourse,  supposed  was  satisfactory  to  you,  at  the 
remark  you  made  as  I  was  about  leaving  the  Steady  in  the  afternoon, 
intimating  that  your  superior  officer  might  not  be  satisfied  with  the 
explanation  I  had  made  in  respect  to  mistaking  your  steamer  for  one 
which  I  had  due  notice  intended  to  run  the  blockade  with  a  large 
quantity  of  arms  on  board,  and  whose  description,  as  I  showed  you 
from  my  list,  coincided  closely  with  the  appearance  of  your  steamer. 
The  Steady  was  first  reported  as  showing  our  colors,  then  yours.  The 
small  storm  pennant  at  her  masthead  was  not  reported  or  observed. 
Her  signal  was  supposed,  as  has  occurred  here,  to  be  a  private  signal 
to  the  shore.  She  showed  no  ports  or  guns,  and  her  appearance,  as 
you  frankly  admit,  was  questionable.  She  seemed  to  be  steering  a 
course  which,  if  continued,  would  take  her  too  far  to  windward  of  this 
ship  and  toward  the  bar.  A  smart  steamer  moving  under  false  colors 
(which  we  here  know  is  done,  and  which  your  great  naval  authorities, 
Admirals  Nelson  and  Collingwood,  admitted  an  enemy  has  a  right  to 
use)  bent  on  running  the  blockade,  can  slip  by  a  sailing  vessel  lying  to, 
without  steam  and  near  the  bar. 

It  was  under  these  circumstances,  and  without  the  slightest  suspicion 
that  your  beautiful  steamer  was  a  man-of  war,  but  sincerely  believing 
that  she  was  the  steamer  I  was  watching  for,  that  a  signal  gun  was 
hastily  fired  just  as  it  stood  square  in  the  waist  port,  the  shot  from  it 
passing  more  than  half  a  mile  clear  of  your  vessel,  then  well  aft  on  our 
quarter. 

I  have  assured  you  that  if  I  had  even  supposed  the  Steady  was  a 
man-of-war  (which  1  did  not  believe  or  know  until  the  return  and  report 
of  our  boarding  officer)  I  should  not  even  have  fired  a  blank  cartridge. 
Two  English  men  of-war  have  recently  been  here,  and  no  gun  was  fired 
in  either  case.  Their  appearance  indicated  their  character  beyond 
question. 

I  deprecate  and  deeply  regret  even  the  appearance  of  any  discour¬ 
tesy  to  your  flag,  and  as  none  was  intended  in  this  instance,  so  I  hope 
no  irritation  will  be  felt. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

S.  Phillips  Lee, 

Commander . 

Commander  Henry  D.  Grant,  R.  N., 

Commanding  IT.  B.  ill.  S.  Steady. 


H.  M.  Gun  Vessel  Steady, 

Off  Charleston ,  September  30,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  day’s  date,  and  in  reply  thank  you  very  much  for  the  explanation 
contained  in  it,  which  I  shall  have  much  pleasure  in  forwarding  to 
Rear-Admiral  Sir  Alexander  Milne,  K.  C.  B.,  commander  in  chief.  1 
regret  that  you  should  have  misunderstood  what  I  said  yesterday,  but 
I  meant  to  imply  that  in  this  case  it  was  not  a  question  of  personal 
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feeling,  but  that  it  would  be  my  duty  to  report  the  circumstances  to 
the  commander  in  chief,  and  leave  everything  to  his  decision. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Henry  D.  Grant, 

Commander. 

Commander  S.  Phillips  Lee, 

U.  S.  Sloop  Vandalia ,  off  Charleston. 


H.  S.  SfHip]  Vandalia, 

Off  Charleston ,  S.  C.,  October  4 ,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  at  3 :  BO  a.  m.  to  day  a  steamer  was  reported 
bearing  1ST.  E.  by  E.  At  10:20  a.  m.  hove  to  ahead  of  her.  She  was 
standing  to  the  southward  and  westward  and  beat  to  quarters.  The 
steamer  showed  French  colors  and  stood  as  if  to  pass;  wore  ship  and 
lowered  a  boat,  fired  a  blank  cartridge  from  the  side  opposite  to  the 
steamer,  and  shoved  off  the  armed  boat  with  Lieutenant  Chandler  to 
board.  The  steamer  then  rounded  to,  and  communicated  with  our  boat 
at  her  gangway.  Lieutenant  Chandler  returned  and  reported  her  to  be 
the  French  side-wheel  steamer  of  war  Catinat( the  same  we  spoke  about 
a  month  ago);  had  stopped  at  Hatteras  Inlet  and  communicated  with 
the  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee.  Lieutenant  Chandler  was  asked  if  he  had  heard 
of  any  expedition  within  the  last  ten  days,  and  answered  that  he  had 
heard  of  none.  Also  if  H.  B.  M.  gunboat  Steady  had  been  here,  and  if 
she  went  into  Charleston,  and  whether  she  carried  letters  to  Charleston. 
Li-  utenant  Chandler  told  him  of  the  Steady’s  visit,  and  that  our  senior 
officer  was  in  the  Roanoke,  then  in  sight  at  anchor  near  the  bar  with 
the  steamer  Flay  in  company,  and  ottered  him  any  assistance  from  the 
Vandalia.  The  French  commander  then  said  that  he  would  return 
direct  to  New  York,  but  on  being  asked  said  he  was  not  allowed  to 
carry  any  letters.  At  11 : 20  the  Catinat  steamed  off  E.  by  N. 

The  Frenchman  seemed  satisfied  after  getting  information  about  the 
Steady  and  an  answer  to  his  question  about  the  expedition. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

S.  Phillips  Lee, 

Commander. 

Captain  John  Marston,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  V.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Roanoke ,  Senior  Officer ,  off  Charleston. 


Report  of  Captain  Marston ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Roanoke , 
of  the  capture  by  that  vessel  of  the  schooner  Alert. 

U.  S.  S.  Roanoke, 

Off  Charleston ,  S.  C.,  October  6 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  at  daylight  this  morning 
1  discovered  a  schoonor  close  under  the  land,  bearing  about  S.  W.  by  W. 
I  immediately  signaled  to  the  Flag  to  chase,  and  at  12  o’clock  she 
brought  alongside  of  me  the  schooner  Alert ,  from  Nassau,  said  to  be 
bound  to  St.  John,  New  Brunswick.  Her  captain,  James  Carlin,  claims 
her  to  be  English,  and  her  papers,  such  as  they  are,  confirm  his  state¬ 
ment,  but  there  is  so  much  testimony  to  the  contrary  that  I  deem  it  my 
duty  to  send  her  to  you.  For  some  time  after  we  discovered  the  Alert 
she  had  the  Palmetto  flag  flying,  and  did  not  haul  it  down  till  the  Flag 
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approached  her,  when  she  hoisted  the  English  colors,  union  down, 
as  the  captain  said,  as  a  signal  of  distress.  The  Palmetto  flag  was 
distinctly  seen  flying  by  several  of  my  own  officers,  as  well  as  by  those 
of  the  Flag.  When  the  steamer  boarded  her  the  mate  was  seen  hiding 
something  in  the  run,  and  on  examination  it  was  found  to  be  the  Con¬ 
federate  and  Palmetto  flags. 

The  cook  of  the  Alert,  a  Spaniard  by  birth,  states  to  me  that  the 
schooner  was  wrecked  under  the  name  ot  Adelaide ,  ol  Charleston; 
that  she  was  taken  into  Nassau  and  sold  and  bought  in  by  the  agent 
of  her  present  captain  for  $600;  that  during  the  entire  time  she  laid  at 
Nassau  she  hoisted  the  Palmetto  and  Confederate  flags,  but  never  the 
English,  and  that  the  Alert  was  not  bound  to  St,  Jolm,  but  to  Charles¬ 
ton.  The  cook  further  states  that  the  mate  this  morning,  when  it  was 
found  for  a  certainty  that  the  schooner  would  be  captured,  came  tc  the 
galley  and  burned  the  papers  of  the  schooner.  You  will  observe  that 
all  the  papers — the  register,  manifest,  and  enrollment — are  all  new,  as 
if  got  up  for  the  occasion,  and  that  they  have  the  same  date — the  21st 
of  September,  the  day  before  she  sailed.  Henry  Eelyea,  a  foremast 
hand  on  board  the  schooner,  a  very  intelligent  lad,  states  that  he  left 
Charleston  in  the  Alert ,  then  called  the  Adelaide ;  was  wrecked,  and 
the  schooner  afterwards  sold  at  Nassau ;  that  he  shipped  under  English 
papers,  but  not  under  English  colors;  that  the  Palmetto  and  Confed¬ 
erate  flags  were  both  flying  all  the  time  she  was  lying  at  Nassau,  but 
never  the  English;  that  he  shipped  to  go  to  St,  John,  New  Brunswick, 
but  he  now  knows  that  the  schooner  was  not  bound  there,  but  to 
Charleston,  S.  C.;  that  the  Alert  had  the  Palmetto  flag  flying  all  the 
morning  till  just  before  she  was  captured.  Under  these  circumstances 
I  liavethought  it  my  duty  to  send  the  schooner  to  you,  but  without  a 
doubt  in  my  own  mind  that  she  has  no  claims  to  be  English. 

I  shall  send  with  this  the  papers  of  the  Alert ,  including  her  log  book; 
also  the  two  men  above  mentioned,  viz,  Joseph  Frances  and  Henry 
Eelyea.  The  captain,  mate,  and  the  other  two  men  I  shall  send  to 
Hampton  Eoads  by  the  first  opportunity,  probably  in  a  day  or  two,  by 
the  steamer  Rhode  Island.  The  cargo  of  the  Alert  consists  of  molasses, 
salt,  fruit,  the  whole  of  which  remains  untouched,  not  even  a  banana 
having  been  taken. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Captain  Van  Brunt,  U.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  present  in 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  transmitting  enclosures  regarding  contra¬ 
bands  and  prisoners. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  October  7,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  copies  of  Commander 
Glisson’s  reports  concerning  the  capture  of  contrabands,  etc. 

May  I  request  to  know  the  wishes  of  the  Department  concerning  the 
disposition  of  the  prisoners  and  the  money  found  in  their  possession  ? 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  Van  Brunt, 

Senior  Naval  Officer  Present. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 
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IT.  S.  S.  Mount  Vernon, 

Off  the  Rappahannock ,  October  1,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  this  morning  at  daylight  we  picked  up  a 
canoe  with  three  colored  men  in  it,  slaves  and  deserters  from  the  shore, 
who  claimed  our  protection,  which  was  granted  to  them.  I  understand 
Irom  them  that  there  are  some  small  vessels  running  into  the  creeks 
about  10  or  15  miles  above  this  place  and  landing  cargoes  consisting  of 
sugar,  coffee,  salt,  etc.,  from  the  opposite  shore.  The  vessels  used  are 
of  such  light  draft  that  they  can  run  up  the  small  creeks  where  this 
vessel  could  not  follow  them,  even  had  1  orders  to  leave  my  station  off 
the  Rappahannock  to  pursue  them. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  slaves,  together  with  their  owners,  who 
are  both  secessionists,  viz,  Newman  Webster  and  Robert  Wilson,  owned 
by  John  Triggle;  and  George  Gilmore,  owned  by  Erasmus  Williams, 
both  of  Lancaster  County,  Va. 

We  are  all  well  on  board,  and  everything  is  quiet  off  the  Rappahan¬ 
nock. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  S.  Glisson, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  the  A  tlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  etc. 


U.  S.  S.  Mount  Vernon, 
Rappahannock  River ,  October  5,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  this  afternoon  about  1  p.  m.  I  observed  a 
canoe  standing  over  toward  Cherrystone,  and  immediately  proceeded 
in  chase  of  her.  The  canoe  not  paying  any  attention  to  a  musket  shot, 
I  fired  a  shot  from  the  long  32-xiounder  gun,  which  passed  over  her  and 
caused  her  to  come  alongside. 

The  canoe  contained  a  white  man  named  Conolly  Johnson,  who  stated 
that  he  was  a  native  of  Somerset  County,  Md.,  and  that  he  was  going 
over  to  Virginia  to  visit  his  family.  He  had  with  him  a  free  negro 
named  George  Moss,  from  Mathews  County,  Va.,  which  county  they 
left  this  morning.  The  white  prisoner  ordered  the  negro  to  throw 
overboard  his  papers,  which  fact,  coupled  with  the  discovery  of  $100 
(one  $50  Virginia  bill  and  the  balance  in  gold  and  silver)  on  his  per¬ 
son,  and  $2.75  in  silver  on  that  of  the  negro,  leaves  no  doubt  in  my 
mind  as  to  his  having  been  engaged  in  illicit  trade  with  the  rebels. 

I  send  the  two  men  down  for  your  disposal;  the  canoe  I  detain  here, 
as  she  may  be  of  service  to  me  in  decoying  others.  There  is  a  con¬ 
stant  traffic  carried  on  about  15  miles  above  the  Rappahannock  and 
the  same  distance  below,  which  I  can  not  prevent  without  leaving  my 
station. 

We  are  all  well  on  board,  and  everything  is  quiet  off  the  Rappahan¬ 
nock. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  S.  Glisson, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  the  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  etc. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flay- Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  disposition 
of  prisoners. 

Navy  Department,  October  10 , 1861. 
Sir  :  You  will  please  send  the  two  persons,  Johnson  (white)  and  Moss 
(free),  captured  on  the  3d  instant  by  Commander  Glissou,  of  the  Mount 
Vernon ,  and  suspected  of  having  been  engaged  in  illicit  trade  with 
Virginia,  to  Washington  City,  if  they  can  not  be  accommodated  in 
Fortress  Monroe.  For  the  present  you  will  retain  the  money  found  on 
their  persons. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Murray ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Louisi¬ 
ana,  of  the  capture  by  that  vessel  of  schooner  S.  T.  Garrison. 

U.  S.  S.  Louisiana, 
Chincoteague  Inlet,  October  7, 1861. 

Flag-Officer  :  I  have  taken  possession  of  the  schooner  S.  T.  Gar 
rison  and  placed  her  in  charge  of  Actiug  Master  L.  C.  WTood  and 
four  men. 

This  vessel  is  without  papers  and  her  captain  appears  to  have  fled. 
She  is  freighted  with  cord  wood,  and  was  at  anchor  very  near  to  a 
landing  on  the  east  coast  (seacoast),  Accomac  County,  Va.,  a  few  miles 
south  of  the  south  end  of  Chincoteague  Island,  and  nearly  abreast  of 
Wallop’s  Island.  I  have  no  evidence  that  would  implicate  her  directly 
in  an  illicit  trade  with  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Murray, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding , 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborougu, 

Hampton  Roads. 

P.  S. — October  8.  Her  captain  has  since  returned. 


Report  of  Captain  Lardner,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Susque¬ 
hanna,  of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna, 
Hampton  Roads,  October  8 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  report  the  arrival  of  this  ship  from  Hatteras  for  the  purpose 
of  coaling,  in  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  2d  instant,  received  yes¬ 
terday  by  the  steamer  Spaulding.  This  ship  has  not  taken  any  coal  on 
board  since  leaving  Philadelphia  on  the  24th  of  August. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Lardner, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 
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Letter  from  Major-General  Wool ,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department 
of  Virginia,  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborongh ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  giving  information  of  expected  attack 
on  Newport  News,  Va. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  October  8,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  received  information  from  Norfolk  which  induces  me  to 
believe  that  an  attack  will  be  made  very  soon,  perhaps  to-night,  on 
Newport  News  and  Camp  Hamilton,  with  reference  to  aiding  the  escape 
of  the  enemy’s  steamers  to  sea. 

I  have  mounted  several  42  pounder  rifle  guns  since  I  saw  you,  and 
an  additional  8-inch  howitzer  at  Newport  News.  Orders  have  been 
given  to  the  various  camps  and  positions  to  be  prepared,  etc. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  E.  Wool, 

Major-  General. 

Flag-Officer  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  Fleet,  etc. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  chartered 

tug  James  Murray. 

Navy  Department,  October  8,  1861. 

Sir  :  The  chartered  tug  James  Murray  is  placed  at  your  disposal,  and 
enclosed  is  a  copy  of  the  charter. 

Two  hundred  sailors  have  been  ordered  to  join  your  force,  and  the 
Army  will  place  tbe  Rip  Raps  under  charge  of  the  Navy  Department. 

You  will  take  charge,  therefore,  of  this  point  and  render  it  effective 
for  defense  and  offense. 

As  many  sailors  as  can  be  accommodated  will  be  sent  there.  Com¬ 
mander  Hazard  lias  been  ordered  to  report  to  you  for  this  duty;  also  an 
assistant  paymaster  and  an  assistant  surgeon. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Loads,  Virginia. 


Order  of  Captain  Van  Brunt,  U.  S.  Navy ,  senior  officer  present  in  Hampton 

Loads ,  Virginia,  to  Lieutenant  Lowry,  V.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Under icriter,  to  proceed  to  duty  at  Hatteras  Inlet ,  North  Carolina. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Loads,  October  8,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Hatteras  Inlet  with  the  vessel  under  your 
command,  and  on  your  arrival  there  report  to  the  senior  naval  officer 
for  such  duty  as  he  may  assign  you.  A  memorandum  of  vessels  which 
intend  to  violate  tbe  blockade,  with  instructions  in  reference  to  neutrals, 
etc.,  is  herewith  furnished  you. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  Van  Brunt, 

Senior  Officer  Present. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  R.  B.  Lowry,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  S.  Underwriter ,  Hampton  Loads,  Virginia. 
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Letter  from  Jeremiah  Olney ,  esq.,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  regarding 
information  of  the  defenses  of  the  Georgia  coast. 


Post-Office, 

Thompson ,  Conn.,  October  8,  1861. 


Sir  :  My  letter  to  you  of  the  30th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  arrival  of 
the  new  screw  steamer  Bermuda  at  Savannah,  was  written  in  great 
haste  for  the  closing  mail,  with  no  time  to  review  what  was  written. 

I  presume,  however,  sufficient  was  written  to  give  you  some  informa¬ 
tion  valuable  (if  not  previously  otherwise  obtained).  I  intended  to 
have  suggested  iu  that  letter  that  this  same  young  man  is  in  possession 
of  much  valuable  information  relative  to  the  coast  of  Georgia  and  its 
inlets;  likewise  in  relation  to  two  or  more  prizes  which  were  taken  to 
Savannah  by  other  rebel  pirates;  also  of  the  defenses  of  that  harbor 
and  other  points  along  the  coast,  together  with  much  other  information, 
perfectly  reliable,  obtained  by  him  from  a  year’s  residence  on  said 
coast  while  in  possession  of  the  full  confidence  of  that  population, 
which,  if  not  already  known  by  the  Government,  must  be  invaluable. 

Mr.  Davis,  for  such  is  his  name,  is  willing  to  impart  other  knowledge 
in  his  possession  to  the  proper  authorities  if  it  is  desired  by  them. 

Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 


J.  Olney, 
Postmaster. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  J).  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Jeremiah  Olney,  esq.,  acknowl¬ 
edging  receipt  of  information  of  the  defenses  of  the  Georgia  coast  and  of 
the  entrance  of  the  st  amer  Bermuda  into  Savannah,  Ga. 

Navy  Department,  October  11,  1861. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  and  am  under  obliga¬ 
tions  for  your  previous  letter,*  which  brought  us  the  first  knowledge 
of  the  entrance  of  the  Bermuda.  The  Department  will  be  glad  to 
receive  any  other  information  of  importance  which  Mr.  Davis  may  feel 
disposed  to  communicate. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 

J.  Olney, 

Postmaster ,  Thompson,  Conn. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  for  the  restriction 
of  flags  of  truce  and  correspondence  of  prisoners. 

Navy  Department,  October  9,  1861. 
Sir:  In  consequence  of  the  detriment  to  the  public  interests  arising 
from  the  frequency  of  flags  of  truce  passing  between  Fortress  Monroe 
and  Norfolk,  it  is  hereby  directed  that  hereafter  all  correspondence  is 
to  be  confined  to  the  prisoners  at  New  York  and  other  places,  no  one 
of  whom  is  to  be  allowed  to  write  ofteuer  than  once  a  mouth,  and  then 
the  letter  must  not  exceed  six  lines. 

All  letters  are  to  be  open  and  to  undergo  the  usual  inspection. 


See  p.  279. 
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No  flag'  of  truce  liereafter  is  to  convey  any  person  from  Fortress 
Monroe,  except  by  tbe  special  authority  of  the  proper  department  at 
Washington. 

1  am,  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Lowry ,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Under¬ 
writer ,  of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  Hatteras  Lnlet,  North  Carolina , 
in  unseaicorthy  condition. 

U.  S.  S.  Underwriter, 
Hatteras  Lnlet,  North  Carolina,  October  9,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  report  my  arrival  at  this  port  in  obedience  to  your  order  of 
the  7th  instant.  My  run  down  was  attended  with  anxiety  for  the  safety 
of  the  vessel,  as  I  found  her  very  unseaworthy  and  unsafe.  Fortunately, 
I  succeeded  in  gaining  an  anchorage  at  the  inlet  before  the  strength  of 
the  gale  now  prevailing  came  on.  I  find  this  vessel  badly  furnished 
with  many  things,  owing,  I  suppose,  to  the  idea  that  prevailed  at  the 
navy  yard,  Washington,  that  she  was  to  act  with  the  Potomac  Flotilla. 
The  most  important  that  she  requires  are  proper  anchors  and  chains. 
In  anchoring  at  this  place  this  evening  in  a  strong  gale,  with  my  heaviest 
anchor  of  8.70  pounds,  vessel  with  no  way,  properly  let  go  15  fathoms, 
when  something  parted  and  the  steamer  dragged;  on  heaving  it  up, 
found  the  shank  brokeu  off,  both  flukes  gone.  This  leaves  me  with 
only  one  anchor  of  about  400,  with  which  to  ride  out  a  heavy  gale.  By 
using  my  steam,  as  I  am  obliged  to,  I  consume  my  coal,  which,  at  this 
place,  is  scarce.  I  enclose  a  requisition  for  anchors  and  some  necessary 
equipments.  The  fish  davit  was  broken  and  rendered  useless  in  an 
attempt  to  cat  the  anchor.  I  think  it  proper  to  mention  that  the 
anchors  provided  for  this  vessel  are  old  and  rust  eaten — I  shall  pre¬ 
serve  the  fragments — and  are  evidently  the  same  she  has  long  had. 
This  vessel,  drawing  8^  feet,  can  not  pass  over  the  inner  bulkhead 
without  taking  everything  out  of  her,  and,  if  we  do,  we  have  no  means 
to  mount  the  guns  afterwards.  I  therefore  consider  her  as  unfit  for 
service  in  the  inner  waters  of  this  sound.  The  heavy  weight  of  metal, 
ammunition,  coal,  stores,  and  men  deepens  her  draft,  and  immerses  her 
huge  wheels  to  a  depth  of  5  feet;  this  renders  her  unsale  in  the  slightest 
seaway.  In  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  with  a  smaller  battery,  less  coal  and 
men,  she  would  be  more  serviceable.  At  present  her  speed,  with  full 
power,  does  not  exceed  5  knots.  Whenever  her  guards  are  struck  by  a 
sea  her  engines  are  lifted  visibly.  The  vessel  is  entirely  unprovided 
with  means  to  extinguish  fire  or  pump  a  leak.  I  make  these  remarks 
as  a  professional  safeguard  in  case  of  accident. 

I  am  one  of  thos^  officers  who  think  the  public  service  is  not  advanced 
by  converting  old  or  improperly  defended  vessels  into  men  of-war. 
This  vessel’s  boilers  and  machinery  are  entirely  above  water  line  and 
undefended,  the  decks  uneven,  and  her  fine  battery,  to  a  certain  extent, 
rendered  inefficient. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

B.  B.  Lowry,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Letter  from  George  M.  Barnard ,  esq.,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
regarding  the  entrance  of  steamer  Bermuda  into  Savannah ,  Ga. 

Boston,  October  9 ,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  In  common  with  the  mercantile  community  here,  I  have 
been  astonished  at  the  easy  entrance  of  the  Bermuda ,  steamer,  into  the 
port  of  Savannah  with  important  munitions  of  war,  as,  with  the  failure 
of  the  Brooklyn  to  take  the  Sumter  at  New  Orleans  and  the  disastrous 
failure  at  Norfolk,  and  the  almost  unmolested  career  of  privateers,  it 
would  seem  that  the  Navy  had  little  to  trifle  with  in  point  of  character 
for  energy  and  patriotism.  Many  of  the  blockading  ships,  by  anchoring 
regularly  in  the  same  spot  and  hoisting  lanterns  at  night  have  efficiently 
served  to  guide  escaping  vessels  into  or  out  of  port.  An  examination 
of  the  log  book  will  show  that  a  very  small  proportion  of  vessels  met 
at  sea  have  been  boarded  and  examined.  These  are  facts  susceptible 
of  proof. 

As  the  Government  must,  after  all,  mainly  rely  on  the  merchants  for 
the  funds  to  carry  on  the  war,  we  feel  that  we  have  a  right  to  demand 
protection  of  our  interests.  I  therefore  now  write  to  say  that  I  am 
prepared  to  form  a  company  here  which  will  give  bonds,  if  required,  to 
close  the  port  of  Savannah  so  that  not  a  wherry  can  get  out  or  in.  I 
can  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  anyone  that  hulks  loaded  with  granite 
blocks,  heavy  enough  to  prevent  their  rising  on  the  swell,  will  remain 
stationary  and  impassable  twenty  years.  I  shall  await  your  reply  in 
the  hope  of  a  decision  satisfactory  to  the  mercantile  interests  of  the 
North. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  M.  Barnard. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C 


Letter  from  George  B.  Upton ,  esq.,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  making 

suggestions  in  view  of  escape  of  steamer  Bermuda  into  Savannah ,  Ga. 

Boston,  October  9, 1861. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  suggestions  for  your  consid¬ 
eration: 

The  steamer  Bermuda,  with  munitions  of  war,  has  no  doubt  passed 
in  to  Savannah. 

England  has  and  will  magnify  the  privateer  question.  Orders  were 
some  time  ago  sent  from  Lloyds  to  their  respective  agents  in  China  and 
the  East  Indies  not  to  underwrite  on  property  in  American  bottoms. 
It  is  very  important,  in  view  of  all  this,  to  prevent  further  either  the 
ingress  or  egress  of  vessels  of  any  capacity  for  armament  from  either 
the  harbors  of  Charleston  or  Savannah. 

i  respectfully  suggest  that  this  may  be  effectively  done  by  sinking  in 
the  channels  vessels  thoroughly  and  completely  loaded  with  granite 
blocks. 

Whenever  this  thing  has  been  previously  attempted  it  has  been  in 
incompetent  hands,  the  class  of  vessel  and  the  kind  of  ballast  used 
being  altogether  insufficient. 

What  is  required  is  an  old  double-deck  vessel,  and  so  heavily  loaded 
that  the  ground  swell  would  make  but  little  impression  in  moving  her 
for  a  long  time. 
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It  would  require  a  comparatively  small  number  of  these  vessels  to  do 
a  thorough  work,  and  it  is  within  my  experience  that  they  have  stood 
the  waves  under  similar  circumstances  for  years. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

„  Geo.  B.  Upton. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Olisson ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mount 
Vernon,  of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  Baltimore,  Md. 

U.  S.  S.  Mount  Vernon, 
Baltimore,  Md.,  October  10,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  vessel  at  this  port,  and  have 
telegraphed  to  the  Department  as  you  directed  and  am  now  waiting 
o  ders. 

Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  forward  the  letters  for  the  Mount  Vernon 
to  us  at  this  place  by  the  Baltimore  boat  of  this  day? 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  S.  Glisson, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  the  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  etc. 


Detailed  report  of  Lieutenant  Lowry,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 
Underwriter ,  regarding  the  condition  of  affairs  at  Hatteras  Inlet,  North 
Carolina,  and  the  necessary  requirements  to  hold  that  place. 

U.  S.  S.  Underwriter, 
Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  October  10,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  arrived  here  in  the  Underwriter ,  steam  tug,  for  service, 
as  I  understood  at  the  Navy  Department,  under  your  command,  in  the 
sound.  Since  my  arrival,  and  from  previous  knowledge  obtained  from 
parties  who  lately  were  at  Norfolk  and  at  work  on  the  Chesapeake  and 
Albema:le  Canal,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  matters  have 
changed  so  much  in  regard  to  the  relative  positions  of  the  United 
States  and  rebel  forces  that  we  are  obliged  to  be  on  the  defensive  and 
are  in  a  critical  position.  The  severe  gales  which  rage  [upon  ]  this  coast 
are  particularly  felt  here,  the  danger  being  heightened  to  an  alarming 
degree  by  rapid  currents  which  rush  through  the  inlets.  This  vessel’s 
dratt  of  water  is  too  great  to  permit  her  to  cross  the  inner  bulkhead 
without  taking  out  her  guns  and  coal.  She  is  now  drawing  feet. 
To  take  out  her  coal  and  guns  would  require  more  conveniences  than 
we  now  possess.  Being  simply  a  tugboat,  she  is  not  supplied  with  pur¬ 
chases,  spars,  or  facilities  for  hoisting  in  or  out  heavy  weights.  I  have 
reliable  information  that  the  rebels  have  nearly,  if  not  more  than, 
twenty  armed  steamers  in  the  sound,  with  friendly  harbors  to  operate 
from,  enabling  them  to  offer  or  decline  battle  at  their  own  convenience 
or  advantage.  There  are  no  harbors  in  the  sound  with  more  than  4 
or  5  feet  of  water  notin  possession  of  the  rebels,  or  strongly  forti  tied. 
The  operations  of  our  gunboats  will  have  to  be  made  from  this  point  as 
a  base.  The  obstacles  are  very  great;  almost  insurmountable.  The 
sandpits  on  which  Fort  Hatteras  is  built  have  changed  very  much  since 


304 


ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


its  capture,  and  is  now,  in  the  gale  at  present  prevailing',  visibly  wash¬ 
ing  away.  The  channels  are  shitting.  The  forces  at  this  time  have 
scarcely  a  foothold  of  dry  sand,  and  in  the  next  gale  may  have  to 
retreat  to  the  high  sand  hills  for  shelter,  or  else,  by  standing  fast,  sutler 
untold  and  needless  hardships,  if  not  terrible  destruction.  The  rebels 
are  provided  with  competent  native  pilots — in  fact,  the  water  population 
of  this  sound  is  very  large — who  know  the  waters  thoroughly;  while 
with  us  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  one  that  is  reliable.  No  advances  can 
be  made  upon  the  fortified  positions  without  a  strong  force  of  gunboats 
and  troops.  The  gunboats  can  not  carry  troops.  There  are,  therefore, 
required  scows,  surfboats,  etc.,  in  great  numbers.  The  idea  of  the 
Union  sentiment  which  is  thought  to  exist  in  this  State  is  incorrect,  I 
think.  The  people  are  now  hostile  if  they  were  not  a  few  weeks  since. 
Should  tugs  or  gunboats  of  sufficient  light  draft  of  water  be  collected 
and  enter  the  sound,  they  will  require  to  have  good  qualities  as  sea 
boats  to  struggle  with  the  gales  and  currents  that  are  the  natural 
obstacles  to  safe  navigation  of  these  waters.  It  may  be  asked  if  the 
rebels  have  not  to  endure  the  same.  I  answer  that  they  have  knowl¬ 
edge,  possess  the  inner  harbors,  etc.  It  is  enough  to  say  that  I  think 
all  the  resources  of  the  North  would  not  have  erected  Forts  Hatteras 
and  Clark.  Even  now  these  works  seem  to  be  no  better  than  when 
captured.  The  rebels  receive  supplies  from  all  the  neighboring  towns 
and  surrounding  country,  while  we  must  draw  everything  from  the 
North — fuel,  water,  provisions,  etc.  The  tugs  sent  here  are  compara¬ 
tively  useless,  being  to  a  great  extent  unseaworthy.  It  seems  to  me 
almost  deliberate  sacrifice  to  hazard  their  valuable  batteries  and  muni¬ 
tions;  vide  the  Fanny.* 

In  conclusion,  I  consider  the  position  of  our  affairs  at  this  place  to 
be  serious  and  requiring  wise  counsels,  judicious  handling,  and  careful 
thought.  This  to  both  sea  and  land  forces.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
giving  my  professional  opinion  that  the  time  for  successful  action  on 
our  part  has  passed.  The  enemy  cover  all  the  ground  against  us 
within;  we  can  only  hold  the  inlets  to  prevent  privateering  and  sup¬ 
plies  reaching  the  enemy.  Hatteras  Inlet  can  not  be  made  a  base  to 
carry  on  offensive  measures  against  the  enemy  with  success.  If  insane 
and  desperate  efforts  are  required  against  the  enemy  without  a  chance 
of  success,  I  fancy  there  are  men  here  to  attempt  them ;  but  any  well- 
devised,  deliberate  plan,  having  for  its  object  the  sure  defeat  and  cap¬ 
ture  of  the  enemy,  the  possession  of  his  strongholds,  and  the  reduction 
to  obedience  of  those  now  in  armed  rebellion  against  their  country,  I 
fear  will  be  hopeless.  Had  our  country  no  other  points  to  strike  at,  this 
could  be  made  an  effective  point  to  operate  from.  I  think  myself  this 
is  the  point  to  attack  Norfolk  from;  but  Norfolk  must  first  be  of  suffi¬ 
cient  importance  to  us  to  justify  us  to  [in  ]  the  preparation  for  the  accumu¬ 
lation  of  the  Army  and  small  boats  [and]  flats  necessary  to  accomplish  it. 
These  views  I  give  you  candidly  and  without  fear.  No  man  was  more 
anxious  than  I  was  three  months  since,  or  more  sure  of  success  had  we 
then  struck;  but  now  I  feel  as  if  daring,  boldness,  or  sacrifice  of  lile 
will  be  of  no  avail.  Nothing  can  be  gained  except  by  an  overwhelming 
force  of  good  naval  vessels,  flatboats,  etc.,  and  a  well-drilled  army. 

As  I  give  you  these  opinions  as  a  naval  man,  having  the  good  cause 
at  heart,  you  are  at  perfect  liberty  to  use  them  as  you  may  see  fit. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  etc.,  It.  B.  Lowry, 

Lieutenant ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commander  H.  S.  Stellwagen,  U.  S.  Navy. 

*  See  pp.  275-278. 
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Attempt  of  Lieutenant  Minor ,  G.  8.  Navy,  to  blow  up  a  Federal  vessel  at 
Newport  Netcs,  Va.,  by  means  of  a  torpedo. 

Order  of  Uie  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States. 

C.  S.  Navy  Department, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail,  Richmond,  October  5,  1861. 
Sir:  Commander  M.  F.  Maury  having  been  ordered  on  special  duty 
which  will  interfere  with  his  orders  relating  to  the  submarine  battery, 
you  will  report  yourself  to  him  and  receive  from  him  such  instructions 
as  will  enable  you  to  carry  out  his  views  relating  to  it. 

By  command  of  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Franklin  Buchanan, 

Captain ,  in  Charge. 

Lieutenant  Robert  1).  Minor,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Richmond,  Va. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Minor. 

C.  S.  S.  Patrick  Henry, 

Off  Mulberry  Point  Battery,  October  11,  1861. 

Sir:  Owing  to  an  unexpected  delay  in  the  completion  of  the  maga¬ 
zines,  I  was  unable  to  leave  Richmond  before  the  morning  of  the  9th,  and 
did  not  reach  this  ship  until  yesterday  about  8  a.  m.,  when  I  laid  your 
plan  of  the  intended  at  tack  on  the  United  States  ships  at  anchor  oft'  New¬ 
port  News  before  Commander  Tucker,  who,  with  Lieutenant  Powell, 
the  exective  officer,  placed  every  facility  at  my  disposal  for  carrying  it 
into  execution.  Acting  Master  Thomas  L.  Dornin  and  Midshipman 
Alexander  M.  Mason  having  volunteered  to  accompany  me,  the  even¬ 
ing  was  passed  in  preparing  the  magazines  and  in  explaining  in  detail  to 
the  officers  the  manner  of  handling  and  working  them.  In  filling  the 
tanks  I  found  that  I  would  have  392  pounds  of  powder  to  operate  with, 
instead  of  400,  which  I  had  calculated  upon,  and  to  insure  them  from 
sinking,  I  had  some  cork  attached  to  the  buoys,  which  subsequently 
proved  of  great  advantage.  The  day  was  a  stormy  one,  with  a  fresh 
breeze  from  the  northward,  with  rain  and  mist,  well  suited  for  our  opera¬ 
tions  against  theenemy.  About  sunset  Commander  Tucker  gotunderway 
from  his  anchorage  off  this  place,  and  with  lights  shaded,  steamed  slowly 
down  the  river  on  a  strong  ebb  tide,  until  the  ships  were  seen  ahead  of 
us,  when  we  came  to  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  point,  dropping 
the  anchor  with  a  hawser  bent  to  it  to  prevent  noise  from  the  rattling 
of  the  chains.  The  boats  were  then  lowered,  the  magazines  carefully 
slung,  buoys  bent  on  at  intervals  of  7  feet,  and,  when  all  was  ready, 
the  crews,  armed  with  cutlasses,  took  their  places  and  were  cautioned 
in  a  few  words  by  me  to  keep  silent  and  obey  implicitly  the  orders  of 
the  officers.  Acting  Master  Dornin,  with  Midshipman  Mason,  took  the 
left  side  of  the  channel,  while  I  took  the  right  with  Mr.  Edward  Moore, 
boatswain  of  the  ship,  to  pilot  me.  Pulling  down  the  river  some  600 
or  700  yards,  the  boats  Avere  then  allowed  to  drift  with  the  rapid  ebb 
tide,  while  the  end  of  the  cork  line  was  passed  over  to  Mr.  Dornin  and 
the  line  tautened  by  the  boats  pulling  in  opposite  directions.  The 
buoys  Avere  then  thrown  overboard,  the  guard  lines  on  the  triggers  cut, 
the  levers  fitted  and  pinned,  the  trip  line  made  fast  to  the  bight  at  the 
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end  of  tlie  lever,  the  safety  screws  removed,  the  magazines  carefully 
lowered  in  the  water,  where  they  were  well  supported  by  the  buoys,  the 
slack  line  (3  fathoms  of  which  were  kept  in  hand  for  safety)  thrown  over¬ 
board,  and  all  set  fairly  adrift  within  800  yards  of  the"ship  and  4  0  yards 
of  the  battery  on  the  bluff  above  the  point.  So  near  were  we  that  voices 
were  heard  on  the  shore,  and  Mr.  Moore  reported  a  boat  about  100  yards 
off,  which,  however,  I  did  not  see,  being  too  much  engaged  in  preparing 
the  magazines  for  its  service.  Pulling  back  a  short  distance  and  hearing- 
no  explosion  we  returned  to  the  ship,  which  we  found  cleared  for  action 
and  ready  to  cover  us  in  the  event  of  being  attacked ;  and  the  boats  had 
just  been  hoisted  up  when  signal  lights  were  observed  flashing  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  point  with  considerable  rapidity,  indicating  a  suspicion 
on  the  part  of  the  enemy  that  an  attack  of  some  kind  was  intended. 
Leaving  our  anchorage  we  steamed  rapidly  up  the  river  and  took  up  our 
former  position  off  this  place  about  12:30  o’clock  at  night.  On  going 
to  the  crosstrees  this  morning  two  ships  were  seen  at  anchor  off  the 
point,  and  later  in  the  day,  when  seen  from  Warwick  Liver,  where  Com¬ 
mander  Tucker  and  I  went  to  get  a  better  view  of  them,  they  were 
apparently  unharmed,  and  I  concluded  that  the  magazines  could  not 
have  fouled  them,  though  planted  fairly  and  in  good  drifting  distance, 
and  with  an  interval  between  them  of  some  200  feet,  perhaps  somewhat 
less,  as  the  line  became  entangled  slightly  while  paying  out.  I  have 
thus  minutely  described  to  you,  sir,  this  whole  operation,  believing  that 
as  its  originator  it  would  be  interesting  to  you,  and  perhaps  serve  as  a 
guide  in  the  further  prosecution  of  this  mode  of  warfare. 

1  beg  leave  to  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  Commander  Tucker,  Lieu 
tenant  Powell,  and  other  officers  and  men  of  the  Patrick  Henry  for  their 
hearty  cooperation,  and  I  particularly  desire  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  coolness  and  bravery  of  Acting  Master  Dornin  and  Midshipman 
Mason  and  the  boat’s  crews  associated  on  duty  with  me. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  Minor, 
Lieutenant.  C.  S.  Navu. 

Commander  M.  F.  Maury,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Fredericksburg ,  Va. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S 

Savy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  blockade 

runners.  J 

IsTavy  Department,  October  10, 1861. 

Sir:  The  consul  at  Liverpool  advises  the  Government  that  the  Gon- 
<  ar,  from  Liverpool,  and  the  Alliance,  from  St.  John,  which  got  into 
beau  fort,  Y.  0.,  belonged  to  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  who  are  thus 
making  a  great  deal  of  money,  which  they  are  using  to  send  aid  to  the 
rebels.  They  have  bought  two  more  steamers— the  Adelaide  and  the 
Victoria — in  London,  which  are  no  doubt  intended  to  follow  the  Ber¬ 
muda  in  due  course. 

He  also  states  that  large  shipments  of  gunpowder,  sulphur,  lead, 
shot,  etc,,  are  being  made  to  Rio  Grande  do  Sul,  Belize  f  Honduras] 
Charlottetown,  Prince  Edward’s  Island,  Aspiuwall,  and  Montreal 
[Canada]. 

The  effort  to  furnish  the  insurgents  with  arms,  munitions,  and  need- 
lul  supplies  is  very  great,  and  it  requires  unceasing  vigilance  to  inter¬ 
cept  them. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Gomdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Commander  Lockwood ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Day¬ 
light,  of  an  engagememt  by  that  vessel  with  Confederate  battery  in  Lynn 
Haven  Bay,  in  defense  of  ship  John  Clark. 

U .  S.  Propeller  Daylight, 
Blockading  off  Cape  Henry  [Virginia],  October  11,  1861. 

Sir:  Yesterday  afternoon,  a  few  minutes  before  4  p.  m.,  it  was 
reported  to  me  that  a  battery  on  shore  in  Lynn  Haven  Bay  had  opened 
fire  on  the  American  ship  John  Clark,  of  Baltimore,  which  had  come  in 
and  anchored  during  the  gale  and  dragged  within  range  of  the  enemy’s 
guns,  distant  about  a  mile  and  a  half.  I  got  underway  and  stood 
down  to  her  assistance,  and,  on  getting  within  range,  opened  fire,  and 
a  spirited  engagement  was  kept  up  on  botli  sides  for  about  forty  min¬ 
utes,  when  the  enemy  ceased  firing,  their  battery  of  four  or  five  guns 
being  silenced,  so  that,  although  we  remained  within  range  for  an  hour 
and  a  half  after  the  firing  had  ceaset^  assisting  the  ships  to  get  under¬ 
way,  not  a  shot  was  fired  by  them.  Our  shot  generally  were  well 
directed,  and  must  have  done  execution.  Fortunately,  none  of  their 
shot  hit  us,  but  they  came  quite  near  enough.  The  officers  and  men 
were  eager  for  the  fray,  and  evinced  a  spirited  determination  to  do  their 
whole  duty,  and  I  was  well  pleased,  not  only  with  their  conduct,  but 
also  with  the  precision  of  their  aim. 

•  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Same.  Lockwood, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough. 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 
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Additional  report  of  Commander  Lockwood,  JJ.  S.  Navy, 'regarding  assist- 
ance  rendered  to  American  ship  John  Ctartc. 

IT.  S.  Propeller  Daylight, 

Off  Cape  Henry,  October  11,  1861. 

Sir:  After  the  firing  ceased  I  sent  a  boat  with  an  officer  to  assist 
the  American  ship  John  Clark,  of  Baltimore,  under  the  command  of  J. 
Leturncr,  owned  by  Ford  &  Rodgers,  with  orders  to  hea\e  up  one  of 
her  anchors.  Finding  the  current  and  set  of  the  sea  so  strong  as  to 
frustrate  our  efforts  to  give  her  a  tow,  I  sent  the  pilot  and  more  men, 
eleven  in  all,  to  get  the  ship  underway,  with  orders  to  take  her  out  and 
anchor  her  in  at  least  6  fathoms  of  water,  and  after  seeing  her  well 
underway,  standing  out  clear,  I  proceeded  slowly  for  our  usual  anchor 
age:  and  shortly  after  anchoring,  before  we  had  given  the  steamer  all 
of  her  chain,  I  discovered  the  ship  nearing  us,  apparently  taking  no 
notice  of  us,  although  we  had  a  light  hoisted  forward  and  , 

diately  hailed,  directing  her  to  put  her  helm  down  and  go  about,  but 
she  stood  on  and  came  in  contact  with  us  on  the  port  bow,  damaging 
us  considerably,  which,  however,  can  be  repaired  by  the  carpenters  of 
one  of  the  ships  having  the  tools  and  workmen,  with  the  exception  o 
the  anchor  on  the  port  bow,  one  of  its  flukes  being  broken,  and  we  will 
require  another  of  about  1,600  pounds.  It  was  a  gross  piece  of  care¬ 
lessness,  and  1  have  sent  the  pilot  up  and  recommend  that  he  be  dis¬ 
charged,  as  we  can  get  along  as  well  without  him  as  with  him. 

Notwithstanding  the  assistance  rendered,  the  captain  of  the  ship 
evinces  the  basest  ingratitude  for  saving  his  ship  and  bringing  her  out 
of  danger  by  threatening  to  report  me  to  the  flag-officer  and  the  becie 
tary  of  the  Navy  for  sending  for  my  men  after  the  ship  had  been 
anchored  in  a  place  of  safety  and  her  sails  furled,  and  he  was  exceed¬ 
ing  impertinent  and  abusive  in  his  language. 

Had  his  ship  remained  where  she  was  during  the  night  she  probably 
would  have  been  in  possession  of  the  enemy  this  morning,  and  although 
the  wind  had  abated  so  that  she  could  have  shifted  her  berth,  still  no 
effort  appears  to  have  been  made  to  do  so  by  them  until  we  aided 

them. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  Lockwood, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsboroitgh,  .  . 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads ,  1  irginia. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Wain /  to  Flag-Officer  Qoldsborough ,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  the  affair 
in  Lynn  Haven  Bay ,  Virginia. 

Navy  Department,  October  16,  1861. 

Sir:  Your  No.  5,  dated  the  12th  instant,  has  been  received. 

The  Department  has  read  with  much  pleasure  the  report  of  Com¬ 
mander  Lockwood  of  his  engagement  with  the  rebel  battery  at  Lynn 
Haven  Bay,  and  is  much  gratified  at  his  success  in  silencing  the  enemy 
and  relieving  the  merchant  ship  John  Clark  from  her  dangerous  situation. 
I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

(tTDEon  Welles. 


Flag-Officer  L 


M,  Goldsboroitgh, 

Hampton  Roads, 


Virginia. 
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EefZtitt  F1% °^€r  Goldshoro u9h,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Bloclading  Squadron ,  regarding  certain  vessels  of  his  command  and 
the  state  oj  afairs  at  Hatteras  Inlet ,  North  Carolina.  ’ 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

i  Hampton  Roads ,  October  11 ,  1861. 

biR :  The  tug  Young  America  now  leaks  so  badly  that  she  can  scarcely 
be  kept  tree  by  the  constant  use  other  donkey  engine.  The  wate? 
poms  m  as  though  a  butt  were  sprung,  and  this  probably  is  the  case 
Mi e  must  be  hauled  up  m  order  to  repair  the  damage,  and  as  that  can 

tWbiB?°ne  16re  1  f.hallliave  fc0  seud  ber  Baltimore.  May  I  request 
t  at  the  necessary  directions  be  given  concerning  her  repairs'1*  If  found 

good  and  sound  enough  she  ought,  I  think,  to  be  coppered  as  the 
worms  hereabouts  are  very  destructive  to  a  wooden  bottom. 

he  Dawn,  now  at  Washington,  also  requires  repairs.  Her  services 

rrlSth  1 T Yntfii-  1  ba™  “  l  take  Se  aj 

unguarded.  1  1  k  R  ’  and’  conse(luent,y,  that  station  remains 

(the  l-  W°ill(1i  be A*?1 10  add  another  steamer  to  the  one 

the  h.  B  Hale)  stationed  about  the  mouth  of  the  Rappahannock.  I 
have  nothing  on  hand  for  the  purpose. 

Commander  Stellwagen  writes  me  under  date  of  the  2d  instant  that 
“e  of  affairs  here  (Hatteras  Inlet)  is  so  critical  that  the  duty  of 
blocking  up  the  inlets  is  impossible.  If  this  state  of  things  lias  not 
been  changed  by  the  recent  punishment  given  to  the  eifemy,  that 

J!?nekS  seJ;vlc®s  are  n°  longer  necessary  where  he  is,  and  he  had  as 
well  be  ordered  to  return  to  Washington  to  command  the  Hetzel.  I 
shall  write  to  him  accordingly. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Flag-Officer. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  7).  C. 


Report  of  Flag- Officer  Goldsboro  ugh,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
blockading  Squadron,  regarding  instructions  to  officers  relative  to  the 
seizure  of  vessels. 

V.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  October  11, 1861. 

.  SIR:  With  your  consent,  I  propose  to  add  the  following  to  the 
instructions  already  given  by  me  to  the  officers  commanding  the  block¬ 
ading  vessels  under  my  control,  and  of  which  I  had  the  honor  to  furnish 
you  a  copy*  under  date  of  the  3d  instant: 

Vessels  with  contraband  goods  on  board  approaching  any  of  the  blockaded  norts 
or  vessels  that  may  have  cleared  for  any  of  those  ports  or  be  found  with  a  due  warn- 

a^udicationPaPerS  h°V6ring  about  au-V  of  them,  are  all  to  bo  seized  and  sent  in  for 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  1  /('!/  ^Ctl  ’ 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  G. 


*  See  pp.  266,  267,  281. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flay- Officer  Gbldsborough,  U.S. 
Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  the  ineffi¬ 
ciency  of  certain  officers  in  command,  of  tugs. 


Navy  Department,  October  11, 1861. 

Sir:  Captain  Ohauncey,  late  of  the  Susquehanna ,  arrived  at  the 
Department  yesterday  and  reports  verbally  the  inefficiency  of  the  com¬ 
manders  of  the  tugs  General  Putnam  and  Ceres,  and  that  two  ot  the 
master’s  mates  of  the  latter  vessel  are  thieves. 

In  this  great  emergency  the  Department  has  made  the  appointments 
from  outside  of  the  Navy  upon  the  best  recommendations  possible  to 
obtain,  but  in  several  melancholy  instances  has  been  deceived. 

The  Department  relies  upon  the  vigilance  of  the  flag-officers  to  watch 
over  these  appointees,  instruct  them  carefully  in  their  duties,  pertect 
them  in  the  drill  at  great  guns  and  small  arms,  but  to  take  care  that  no 
movement  is  hazarded  by  being  confided  to  incompetent  hands. 

The  loss  of  one  of  these  useful  steam  tugs,  most  of  which  are  com¬ 
manded  by  persons  from  the  merchant  service,  would  be  felt  far  beyond 
its  pecuniary  value,  as  the  offensive  operations  of  the  ISavy  thus  far 
have  been  skillful  and  successful.  You  will  make  such  changes  in  the 
commanders  of  these  vessels  and  the  subordinate  officers  as  shall  insure 
their  safety  and  efficiency,  reporting  your  action  to  the  Department. 
The  patriotism  of  the  merchant  service  gives  us  a  volunteer  force  of 
excellent  seamen,  brave  and  loyal,  and  you  will  take  care  that  the  inef¬ 
ficient  under  your  command  are  removed  immediately  from  positions  of 
trust,  and,  if  a  careful  examination  of  the  facts  shall  warrant  it,  you 
will  send  anyone  home,  furnishing  the  Department  with  the  written 
evidence  upon  which  your  action  was  based. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 


Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  H arnpton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  to  Commander  Stellwagen,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
the  blocking  of  Ocracoke  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  with  vessels  loaded 
with  stone. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  October  11,  1861. 

Sir  :  If  it  be  still  impossible,  notwithstanding  the  recent  punishment 
given  to  the  enemy,  to  block  up  the  inlets  to  which  your  attention  was 
directed,  you  can  return  to  Washington,  via  this  place,  to  take  command 
of  the  Hetzel.  If,  in  your  judgment,  the  schooners  with  stone  can  be 
of  no  service  where  they  are,  either  now  or  hereafter,  send  them  all  to 
this  place.  Can  there  be  a  difficulty  about  blocking  up  Ocracoke  Inlet  f 
The  defenses  there,  I  understand,  are  all  destroyed  and  the  place  is 
unoccupied.  If  you  can  block  it  up,  do  so,  and  use  as  many  of  the 
schooners  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  purpose. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag -Officer. 

Commander  II.  B.  Stellwagen,  U.  S.  Navy. 
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Report  of  Commander  Stellwagen ,  I  .  S.  Navy ,  .stating  the  impossibility  of 
blocking  the  inlets  of  North  Carolina. 

Old  Point  Comfort,  Va.,  October  11 ,  1861. 

Sir:  The  impossibility  of  carrying  out  the  obstruction  of  channels, 
before  reported,  and  my  further  presence  at  Hatteras  being’  useless,  1 
have  availed  myself  of  the  return  of  the  Spaulding  to  send  on  the  men 
employed  to  take  down  the  schooners,  a  list  of  whom  accompanies  this, 
as  also  a  list  of  the  vessels  and  their  present  places. 

The  tug  Tempest,  being  disabled  was  to  have  been  towed  up  this  trip, 
but  the  gale  and  heavy  sea  prevented.  I  would  respectfully  represent 
that  a  small  propeller  tug  is  necessary  at  Hatteras  to  cross  the  bar  when 
rough,  for  the  purpose  of  communicating  with  or  towing  vessels  in  and 
out.  The  side-wheel  ones  are  not  lit  for  the  breakers. 

A  essels  like  the  Underwriter ,  Hetzel ,  and  Stars  and,  Stripes  can  not 
be  lightened  to  cross  the  bulkhead  bar;  the  tugs  Ceres  and  Putnam 
grounded  nearly  every  time  they  attempted  it. 

I  respectfully  request  permission  to  repair  to  Washington  to  see 
about  the  Hetzel,  etc.,  and  my  clothing. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

IT.  S.  Stellwagen, 

Commander . 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborougii, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Further  report  of  Commander  Stellwagen,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
impossibility  of  blocking  the  inlets  of  North  Carolina. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  October  11,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  the  impossibility  of  obstructing  the  inlets 
of  JSforth  Carolina  is  owing  to  the  enemy  holding  the  sound  with  an 
overwhelming  force,  six  armed  steamers  having  been  seen  together 
several  times,  and  I  am  informed  they  have  many  more. 

To  go  around  inside  to  Ocracoke  the  distance  is  25  miles,  and  the 
expedition  would  be  cut  off,  particularly  as  no  first-rate  pilot  can  be 
procured,  the  navigation  being  intricate  and  shoal. 

To  go  over  Ocracoke  outside  bar  requires  a  first-rate  local  pilot.  The 
water  is  shoal  and  channel  crooked,  and  it  could  not  be  done  by  the 
side-wheel  tugs,  except  in  the  smoothest  sea,  and  then  at  great  risk  of 
losing  them.  They  are  very  low  in  water  and  not  fit  to  cross  the 
breakers.  FTo  such  time  has  presented  yet. 

They  have  been  kept  very  constantly  at  work. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  8.  Stellwagen, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Stellwagen,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  stone  vessels 

at  Hatteras  Inlet. 

IT.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads ,  October  11,  1861. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  questions  about  the  schooners  with  stone  bal¬ 
last  at  Hatteras  Inlet,  I  have  to  inform  you  there  are  eight  of  them 
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afloat,  of  which  some  Jive  are  pretty  good,  viz,  (1)  ^  Alexander ,  (2) 
South  Wind ,  (3)  Summer  field,  (4)  Friendship ,  (5)  Ellen  Goldsborough. 
These  vessels  were  all  purchased  low,  and  the  worms  have,  I  suppose, 
injured  them.  Four  are  in  use  as  storeships  (three  for  Army  and  one 
for  Navy)  and  are  very  useful,  almost  indispensable. 

Three,  the  Hero ,  Patriot ,  and  Mary  and  Hetty  are  very  old,  probably 
not  worth  removing. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  Stellwagen, 

Commander.  • 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Proposed  transfer  of  the  Rip  Raps  from  the  Army  to  the  Navy. 

Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  letter  from  Major-General  Wool,  TJ.  S.  Army. 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads ,  October  12,  1861. 

Sir:  I  received  to-day  a  communication  from  Major-General  Wool? 
concerning  thetransfer  of  the  Rip  Raps  over  to  theNavy,of  which  I  here¬ 
with  send  you  a  copy.  The  space  already  cleared  there  is  but  very  limited, 
and  the  buildings  erected  are  quite  indifferent  and  only  calculated  to 
shelter  tolerably  well  about  180  or  200  men  at  most.  A  company  of  volun 
teers  and  50  or  60  convicts  and  prisoners,  which  the  general  proposes  to 
retain  at  the  place,  will  require  at  least  one-lialf,  if  not  two-thirds,  of 
the  accommodations,  to  say  nothing  of  the  incongruous  association  of 
sailors,  soldiers,  and  convicts.  The  Navy,  too,  it  appears,  while  held 
responsible  for  the  defense  of  the  work  aud  the  channels  commanded 
by  it,  is  to  discharge  this  duty  under  the  general  command  of  General 
Wool,  and  this  against  the  sound  military  rule,  long  since  acknowledged 
by  us,  that,  in  the  case  of  army  and  navy  officers,  neither  can  command 
the  other.  If  the  place,  which,  as  you  are  aware,  is  quite  small,  can  uot  be 
given  up  to  the  entire  control  of  the  Navy,  it  is  better,  I  think,  that  it 
should  remain  as  it  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Army,  with  the  understanding, 
however,  that  the  eighteen  9-inch  navy  guns,  already  ordered  here,  are 
to  be  mounted  as  eai’ly  as  possible,  and  that  I,  in  case  of  need,  am  to 
furnish  assistance  in  the  way  of  men  and  means  to  fight  them.  The 
enemy  is  evidently  very  busy  in  making  preparations  for  a  blow  here¬ 
abouts,  and  the  Rip  Raps  should  certainly  be  put  in  good  fighting  order 
forthwith.  It  is  far  from  being  in  such  a  state  just  now.  With  regard 
to  the  180  or  200  men  recently  sent  down  here  from  Washington,  I  can 
readily  distribute  them  on  board  the  Congress,  Cumberland,  and  this 
ship  until  they  may  be  wanted  either  at  the  Rip  Raps  or  elsewhere.  As 
things  stand,  I  do  not  feel  that  it  would  be  right  in  me,  or  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  your  wishes,  to  accept  the  Rip  Raps  on  the  condition  proposed 
by  General  Wool’s  communication,  and  I  shall  therefore  await  further 
instructions  from  you  upon  the  subject.  I  desire  of  all  things,  on  every 
account,  to  avoid  misunderstandings,  especially  such  as  are  at  all  likely 
to  prove  detrimental  to  the  public  interests.  In  an  interview  this  morn¬ 
ing  with  General  Wool,  I  inferred  from  what  passed  between  us  that  he 
expected  the  Navy  to  take  charge  only  on  the  terms  indicated.  The 
most  pleasant  relations  exist  between  that  officer  and  myself,  and  I  most 
certainly  will  do  everything  to  assist  him  in  my  power.  The  main  thing 
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is  to  get  the  place  cleared  away  and  prepared,  to  have  guns  mounted  as 
rapidly  as  possible,  and  then  to  have  the  right  sort  of  men  on  hand  to 
right  them ;  nor  is  it,  in  truth,  of  any  consequence  who  arranges  matters, 
so  long  as  they  are  properly  accomplished. 

I  avail  ot  this  opportunity  to  state  that  I  am  preparing  the  Susque¬ 
hanna,  day  and  night,  to  get  off,  and  the  moment  she  is  ready  I  shall 
dispatch  her  to  take  the  place  of  the  Monti  cello ,  now  off'  Charleston, 
a  id  order  the  latter  vessel  to  go  off'  Savannah. 

If  a  supply  vessel  comes  by  here  in  the  meantime  I  shall  send  orders 
by  her  for  the  Monticello  to  go  off  Savannah  in  anticipation  of  the 
Susqueh  a  nn  ah  arri va  1 . 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


lion.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 


Washington.  City,  />.  C. 


[Enclosure.] 

Headquaeteks  Department  of  Yieginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  October  12,  1861. 

^  Sie  :  I  have  received  a  communication  of  the  8th  instant  from  the 
General  in  Chief  of  the  Army,  in  which  I  find  the  following  instructions, 
viz: 

It  is  the  desire  of  the  Navy  Department,  in  which  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the 
General  in  Chief  concur,  that  you  put  the  Rip  Raps  in  the  hands  of  the  Navy,  giving 
them  charge  of  the  guns  and  batteries  there,  and  they  will  be  responsible  for  the 
defense  of  the  work  and  the  channels  commanded  by  it,  of  course  under  your  general 
command. 

When  you  are  ready  I  will  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the 
Ravy  to  take  charge  of  the  Rip  Raps,  as  indicated. 

It  is  proper,  however,  to  state  that  the  Rip  Raps  is  the  only  place  we 
have  for  prisoners  of  war  and  convicts.  We  have  now  between  fifty 
and  sixty  confined  at  that  place.  These  I  presume  you  do  not  desire 
the  charge  of.  In  such  a  case  a  company  oi'  volunteers  will  be  neces¬ 
sary  for  their  security.  I  mention  the  circumstance  in  order  that  you 
may  make  arrangements  accordingly. 

The  company  might  furnish  a  guard  at  night  for  the  batteries  and  the 
gun  on  the  wharf. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  E.  Wool, 

Major-General. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding,  Navy. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  II.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  IT.  S.  S.  Powhatan,  regarding  distribution  of  petty  officers  and 
enlisted  men. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  October  13,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  please  distribute  the  men  brought  down  by  you  to  be 
landed  on  the  Rip  Raps,  as  follows,  viz: 

To  Minnesota,  2  petty  officers,  30  seamen,  36  ordinary  seamen,  and  32  landsmen..  100 
To  Congress ,  1  petty  officer,  15  seamen,  19  ordinary  seamen,  and  15  landsmen.. ..  50 

To  Cumberland,  1  potty  officer,  14  seamen,  19  ordinary  seamen,  and  16  landsmen . .  50 
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You  can  get  what  coal  you  require  from  the  coal  ship  Charles  Phelps 
and  give  the  officer  in  char  ge  a  receipt  for  Avhat  you  take. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Commanding  Officer.  U.  S.  S.  Powhatan, 

Hampton  Roads. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  War  regarding  an  amendment  to 

the  instructions  to  Major-General  Wool. 


Navy  Department,  October  14 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  received  a  copy  of  instructions  issued  from  the  head- 
quartersof  the  Army  on  the  8th  instant  to  Major-General  John  E.  Wool, 
commanding  at  Fortress  Monroe,  on  the  subject  of  putting  the  Rip  Raps 
in  the  hands  of  the  Navy,  agreeably  to  the  request  of  the  Department. 
To  avoid  difficulties  and  to  guard  against  them,  I  would  respectfully 
suggest  an  amendment  of  the  instructions  by  omitting  the  words  “  of 
course  under  your  general  command.”  It  is  proposed  to  make  the  force 
at  the  Rip  Raps  a  school  for  discipline,  and  the  place  should  therefore 
be  exclusively,  for  the  time  being,  under  the  control  of  the  Navy,  who 
will  defend  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 


Hon.  S.  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  terms  of  transfer. 

Navy  Department,  October  16,  1861. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  12th  instant  has  been  received,  which, 
together  with  its  enclosure,  was  referred  to  Lieutenant-General  Scott, 
who  entirely  approves  of  the  views  contained  therein,  and  will  give 
instructions  to  Major-General  YVool  in  accordance  therewith. 

Previous  to  the  reception  of  your  letter  the  Department  had  notified 
the  Secretary  of  War  that  the  entire  control  of  the  Rip  Raps  must  be 
given  up  to  the  naval  authorities. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc.,  Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

acknowledging  receipt  of  orders. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  October  19,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter  of  Octo¬ 
ber  10,  answering  my  letter  of  12th  instant  in  regard  to  the  Rip  Raps; 
*  *  *  one  of  October  17  directing  me  to  send  the  Powhatan  to 
Washington.  *  *  * 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 
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Letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  order  from 

the  General  of  tho  Army  to  Major-General  Wool,  XJ,  S,  Army,  regarding  the  amendment  to 

his  instructions. 

War  Department, 
Washington ,  October  19, 1861. 

Sir:  Enclosed  please  find  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  commanding 
general  to  Major-General  Wool,  commanding  at  Fortress  Monroe,  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  Kip  Raps. 

Respectfully, 

Thomas  A.  Scott, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Wavy. 

[Enclosure.] 

Headquartes  of  the  Army, 

Washington ,  October  18,  1861. 

Sir:  Since  your  communication  of  the  12th  instant,  in  which  you 
remark  that  the  Hag-officer  requires  the  entire  command  of  the  Rip 
Raps  or  nothing  to  do  with  it,  and  that  you  have  not  the  slightest 
objection  to  giving  him  the  whole  charge  if  he  will  take  the  prisoners 
of  war  and  convicts,  for  whose  confinement  you  have  no  place  but  the 
Rip  Raps,  a  communication  has  been  referred  to  the  General  in  Chief 
from  the  Navy  Department,  in  which  an  amendment  is  suggested  to 
the  instructions  to  you,  of  the  8th  instant,  by  omitting  the  words  “  of 
course  under  your  general  command.” 

The  General  in  Chief  desires  you  to  receive  this  amendment,  and  to 
make  the  best  arrangement  in  your  power  in  relation  to  the  prisoners. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  Townsend, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Major-General  Wool,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding ,  etc.,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. 

[Note.— No  further  correspondence  on  this  subject  found.  The  Rip 
Raps  was  not  turned  over  to  the  Navy. — Compilers.] 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Wavy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S. 
Wavy ,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  the  divi¬ 
sion  of  the  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  and  designating  h  is  command 
as  the  Worth  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  October  12, 1861. 

Sir:  Upon  the  departure  of  Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont  from 
Hampton  Roads  you  will  consider  the  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron 
divided  at  the  junction  of  North  and  South  Carolina,  and  the  northern 
division  under  your  command  will  be  known  as  the  North  Atlantic 
Squadron.* 

*  Flaw-Officer  Du  Pont  dill  not  leave  Hampton  Roads  until  October  29,  but  the 
Department  began  to  address  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough  as  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Squadron  from  October  12,  though  he  commanded  the  Atlantic  Squadron 
up  to  date  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pout’s  departure  from  Hampton  Roads. — Compilers. 
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By  your  last  report  the  following  vessels  appear  to  bse  Stationed  south 
of  the  dividing  line: 

Sabine,  Captain  Ringgold,  off  Georgetown,  S.  C. 

Vandalia,  Lieutenant  Haggerty,  off  Bull’s  Bay,  South  Carolina. 

Roanoke,  Captain  Marston,  off'  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Flag ,  Commander  Sartori,  off  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Savannah ,  Commander  Missroon,  off1  Savannah,  Ga. 

St.  Lawrence,  Captain  Purviance,  off  St.  Simon’s,  Ga. 

Dale,  Commander  Yard,  off  Fernandina,  Fla. 

Let  the  Susquehanna  and  Roanoke  exchange  places  and  the  above- 
named  vessels  will,  for  the  present,  form  part  of  the  South  Atlantic 
Squadron.  Vessels  of  this  squadron  will  draw  their  supplies  from  the 
stores  at  Hampton  Roads,  and  you  will  afford  them  facilities  for  so 
doing,  as  well  as  for  any  repairs  they  may  require. 

The  Department  will  increase  your  force  as  early  as  practicable. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S. 
Nary,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  designating  certain 
vessels  for  duty  in  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Navy  Department,  October  12,  1861 . 

Sir:  The  following  vessels  have  been  ordered  to  proceed  from  Wash¬ 
ington  to  Hampton  Roads,  not  later  than  Wednesday  morning  next, 
and  there  await  the  arrival  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  to  whom  they  will 
report  as  part  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  viz: 

Seminole,  Commander  Gillis;  Pocahontas,  Commander  Drayton; 
Pawnee,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Wyman;  R.  B.  Forbes,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Newcomb;  and  Penguin  (if  in  proper  condition),  Acting- 
Lieutenant  Budd. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 


Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Hampton  Roads, 


Gideon  Welles. 
Virginia. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  II.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  the  ship¬ 
ment  of  blankets  for  blockaded  ports. 

Navy  Department,  October  12,  1861. 
Sir:  The  Department  has  information  of  the  shipment  from  England 
to  Halifax  ot  large  quantitiesot  blankets,  etc.,  intended,  as  is  supposed, 
for  the  blockaded  ports,  and  to  be  thrown  into  them  by  some  organized 
system  of  trade  which  should  be  watched  and  detected. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  N ortli  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  October  12, 1861. 
Sir:  The  propellers  Dawn  and  Daylight  have  been  purchased  for  the 
use  of  the  Government. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Gomdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  to  Lieutenant  Werden,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes,  regarding  the  blocking  of  the  inlets  of  N orth 
Carolina  by  sinking  vessels  loaded  tcith  stone. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads ,  October  12,  1861. 

Sir:  The  Government  is  anxious  to  have  Oregon,  Loggerhead,  and 
Ocracoke  inlets  blocked  up  by  placing  obstructions  over  the  inner 
bulkheads,  not  on  the  outer  bars,  but  at  the  line  of  meeting  of  the 
waters  of  the  sea  and  of  the  sound  inside  the  headlands,  and  I  desire 
that  you  will  avail  of  the  earliest  opportunity  to  execute  these  services. 

At  present  there  may  be  difficulties  too  great  to  overcome  about  the 
inlets  of  Oregon  and  Loggerhead,  but  I  can  perceive  nothing  of  the 
sort  about  that  of  Ocracoke,  particularly  if  approached  seaward  and 
in  good  and  proper  weather.  The  schooners  now  at  Hatteras  Inlet  and 
provided  with  stone  are  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  in  view.  You  will 
regard  them  all  as  under  your  charge,  and  I  wish  them  kept  in  proper 
condition  to  be  used  as  stated.  The  Stars  and  Stripes  herself  draws, 
perhaps,  rather  too  much  water  for  Ocracoke  bar,  but  one  or  two,  or 
even  all  if  necessary,  of  the  tugs  now  subject  to  your  orders  can  be 
used  to  tow  a  sufficient  number  of  the  schooners,  seaward,  down  there 
on  a  suitable  occasion  and  to  the  spot  where  they  are  to  be  sunk,  pro¬ 
vided  the  assistance  of  a  competent  pilot  be  obtained. 

Gommander  Stellwagen  was  ordered  to  execute  the  above  duties,  but 
he  has  returned  here  without  having  accomplished  any  material  feature 
of  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Heed  Werden, 

Gomdg.  TJ.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes,  Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Werden,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Stars 
and  Stripes ,  regarding  the  impossibility  of  blocking  the  inlets  of  North 
Carolina  with  vessels  loaded  with  stone. 


U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes, 

Hatteras  Inlet,  October  13,  1861, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
yesterday’s  date,  directing  me  to  execute  the  service  of  blocking  up  the 
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inlets  of  Oregon,  Loggerhead,  and  Ocracoke  by  sinking  obstructions 
over  the  inner  bulkheads. 

1  herewith  enclose  a  letter  I  addressed  to  Commander  Stellwagen,  at 
his  request,  stating  my  views  on  this  subject,  and  I  am  still  of  the  opin¬ 
ion  that  it  is  impracticable  to  perform  this  service  so  long  as  the  enemy 
have  possession  of  the  sound.  At  present  I  can  do  nothing.  The  peo¬ 
ple  employed  on  this  duty  by  Commander  Stellwagen  have  been  dis¬ 
charged,  and  left  with  him  on  the  steamer  Spaulding  on  her  last  trip  to 
Fortress  Monroe.  All  the  schooners  brought  here  by  Commander 
Stellwagen  were  and  are  now  in  a  very  bad  and  leaky  condition.  Some 
were  hard  aground,  two  lost  on  their  passage  here,  and  two  sunk  in  the 
harbor,  one  of  which  having  navy  stores  on  board,  before  my  arrival  here. 
Three  are  now  in  use  as  store  vessels  for  the  Army  and  ISTavy.  But 
five  now  remain,  and  some  of  these  are  without  pumps,  and  it  is  only 
with  the  pumps  from  this  vessel  that  I  can  keep  them  from  sinking. 

I  also  enclose  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Commanding  T.S.  Phelps,  con¬ 
taining  valuable  information  of  the  coast  north  of  Hatteras  Inlet. 

I  trust  you  may  perceive  how  impracticable  it  is  for  me  to  perform  the 
service  you  have  assigned  to  me,  and  I  respectfully  request  to  be  relieved 
therefrom. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Werden, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Fortress  Monroe. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes, 
Hatteras  Inlet,  October  8,  1861. 

Sir:  I  find  on  examination  that  it  is  not  possible  for  vessels  of  the 
class  of  the  steamers  Underwriter  and  Stars  and.  Stripes  to  operate  in  the 
sound,  owing  to  their  draft  of  water.  If  vessels  are  lightened  to  go  over, 
they  would  be  compelled  to  remain  and  trust  to  having  all  their  coal  and 
supplies  sent  to  them  over  the  bulkhead,  where  the  little  steam  tugs  Ceres 
and  Putnam  continually  get  aground.  This  would  be  a  daily  task  of 
impossible  achievement  with  our  force.  Within  the  sound  there  are  no 
harbors,  except  at  Roanoke  Island,  where  the  enemy  are  strongly  forti¬ 
fied,  and  from  which  their  vessels  could  always  sally  out  whenever  an 
opportunity  presents  itself.  Our  force  would  have  to  be  increased,  as 
they  have,  it  is  said,  some  20  steamers,  six  of  which  we  have  seen. 
I  therefore  do  not  think  it  would  be  proper  to  creep  into  what  must 
prove  a  trap.  Our  troops  are  all  near  the  inlet,  the  most  distant  camp 
being  but  2  or  3  miles  off.  All  supplies  must  be  brought  by  sea  to  them , 
almost  an  impossibility  in  the  approaching  winter  season. 

The  point  itself  seems  rapidly  washing  away,  and  there  is  danger 
that  the  forts  will  have  to  be  abandoned  on  that  account  or  from  want 
of  supplies. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Werden, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Commander  IT.  S.  Stellwagen,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Hatteras  Inlet ,  North.  Carolina. 
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Report  of  Commander  Yard ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Dale,  of 
the  capture  by  that  vessel  of  the  schooner  Specie. 

U.  S.  Ship  Dale,  At  Sea,  October  13,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  inform  you  that  last  night  in  latitude  30°  50'  N., 
longitude  S0°  40'  W.,  I  captured  after  a  chase  of  three  hours  the  schooner 
Specie,  of  and  from  Savannah  (via  Wassaw  Sound),  bound  for  Havana 
with  a  cargo  of  rice  (163,000  pounds). 

I  put  on  board  Mr.  H.  R.  Billings,  master’s  mate,  as  prize  master,  and 
live  men,  together  with  the  late  master,  and  a  person  who  represented 
himself  as  a  passenger,  and  dispatched  her  to-day  for  Philadelphia. 

The  remainder  of  the  crew,  consisting  of  the  mate  and  five  men,  I 
have  retained  on  board  as  prisoners. 

The  papers  taken  in  the  prize,  with  proper  letters  of  instruction,  etc., 
were  given  the  prize  master,  whom  I  directed,  when  released  from  the 
charge  of  the  vessel,  to  go  with  his  crew  to  Hampton  Roads  and  to 
report  to  the  commanding  naval  officer  there. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  M.  Yard, 

Commander . 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Squadro7i,  Northern  Coast,  Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 

Blockading  Squadron ,  to  Acting  Master  Graves,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed 

to  Baltimore  in  command  of  TJ.  S.  S.  Young  America. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  October  13, 1861. 

Sir:  Proceed  to  Baltimore  with  the  tug  Young  America  under  your 
command  and,  on  your  arrival  there,  ascertain  from  the  navy  agent  or 
otherwise  what  directions  have  been  given  from  Washington  concern¬ 
ing  her  repairs,  and  comply  with  them. 

On  putting  the  vessel  in  the  charge  of  the  person  authorized  to 
receive  and  repair  her,  you  will  return  here  immediately  and  bring  with 
you  everybody  on  board,  except  the  engineer,  who  is  to  be  left  on  board 
to  look  out  and  see  that  all  the  work  done  is  faithfully  and  speedily 
executed.  Direct  him  to  keep  me  informed  how  her  affairs  progress, 
and  to  hurry  the  work  forward  by  every  means  in  his  power,  for  I  want 
the  services  of  the  vessel. 

I  wrote  to  Washington  two  days  ago  upon  the  subject  of  repairing 
your  vessel,  and  requested  that  instructions  might  be  sent  to  Baltimore 
in  regard  to  her.  Should  you  hud  that  none  have  reached  there,  com¬ 
municate  your  arrival  for  repairs  to  the  Navy  Department  by  telegraph. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Acting  Master  G.  W.  Graves,  U.  S.  Navy. 
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Report  of  Flay -Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 

Blockading  Squadron,  transmitting  report  regarding  a  reconnoissance 

of  the  inlets  of  North  Carolina. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads ,  October  14, 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  copy  of  report  by  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Commanding  Thomas  S.  Phelps,  in  reference  to  observations 
made  at  Oregon,  New,  and  Loggerhead  inlets,  North  Carolina. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  I).  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

,  U.  S  S  Corwin, 

Hatteras  Inlet,  October  12,  1861. 

Sir:  The  following  is  the  copy  of  a  portion  of  a  report  made  to  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey  in  relation  to  observations  made 
at  Oregon,  New,  and  Loggerhead  inlets,  North  Carolina,  viz: 

On  my  way  down  I  ran  close  along  tlie  beach  for  the  purpose  of  reeonnoitering 
the  inlets  and  sounds,  and  have  to  report  the  following  observations  made: 

At  Oregon  Inlet  the  channel  is  buoyed  from  near  the  bar  through  the  bulkhead  to 
the  deeper  waters  of  the  sound. 

On  the  extreme  north  point  of  Pea  Island,  or  the  point  forming  the  south  side  of 
Oregon  Inlet,  quite  an  extensive  fort  has  been  thrown  up — I  should  judge  about  500 
feet  in  diameter,  with  a  magazine  in  the  center.  From  the  masthead  we  counted 
nine  embrasures,  two  facing  to  protect  the  bulkhead  channel  and  the  others  the 
inlet  and  to  seaward.  Owing  to  the  thick,  rainy  weather  I  could  not  discover 
whether  there  were  any  guns  mounted  or  not.  There  appeared  to  be  two  houses 
and  several  tents  inside  the  fort;  only  about  eight  or  ten  men  were  seen.  The  light¬ 
house  has  been  destroyed. 

I  passed  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  outside  of  the  breakers  in  5  fathoms. 

At  New  Inlet,  10  miles  south  of  Oregon  Inlet,  the  sea  was  breaking  all  the  way 
across,  although  the  sea  was  very  smooth,  and  2  miles  from  the  land  the  swell  was 
scarcely  perceptible. 

At  Loggerhead  Inlet  the  sea  was  also  breaking  across  from  point  to  point,  and 
from  the  masthead  the  bulkhead  just  inside  the  inlet  appeared  to  be  awash  and 
many  parts  dry.  My  belief  is  that  these  two  inlets,  New  and  Loggerhead,  for  all 
practical  purposes,  are  closed,  for,  as  I  mentioned  before,  the  sea  was  very  smooth, 
yet  the  breakers  across  both  inlets  were  too  heavy  to  send  a  boat  in. 

Beyond  the  foregoing,  I  noticed  nothing  of  interest  either  in  the 
sound  or  on  the  beach. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  S.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding,  Assistant  in  Coast  Survey. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navi),  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  to  Lieutenant  Werden,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
IT.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes ,  regarding  the  blocking  of  Ocracoke  Inlet 
North  Carolina,  by  sinking  vessels  loaded  with  stone. 


TJ.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  October  14,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter*-  of  yesterday.  Before  consenting 
to  relieve  you  from  the  duty  to  which  it  relates,  I  wish  to  be  distinctly 
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informed  as  to  the  difficulties  of  blocking  up  Ocracoke,  as  directed,  by 
proceeding  there  seaward,  and  not  by  the  sound. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flar/-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Reed  Weeden, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes,  Hatteras  Inlet ,  North  Carolina. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  JJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic 
Bloclading  Squadron ,  to  Lieutenant  Werden,  II.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes,  in  relation  to  inefficien  t  com  manding  officers. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Loads,  October  14,  1861. 

Sir:  It  is  intimated  to  me  that  the  commanders  of  the  tugs  General 
Putnam  and  Ceres  are  inefficient,  and  that  two  of  the  master’s  mates 
of  the  latter  vessel  may  be  thieves.  If  either  of  those  commanders  is 
certainly  unworthy  of  his  trust,  or  unfit  in  reality  to  be  where  he  is,  I 
shall  not  hesitate  a  moment  to  dismiss  him  from  his  command  on 
receiving  proper  evidence,  in  writing,  of  the  fact;  and  furthermore,  if 
the  facts  warrant  it,  instead  of  continuing  him  in  the  service  I  shall 
send  him  to  his  home.  In  the  meantime,  however,  I  wish  you  to  take 
care  that  no  movement  of  those  tugs  is  hazarded  by  being  confided  to 
incompetent  hands,  for  the  loss  of  one  of  them  would  be  felt  far  beyond 
its  pecuniary  value.  1  desire  that  you  will  make  enquiry  as  to  any 
roguery  that  may  have  been  committed  on  board  the  Ceres  and  inform 
me  of  the  result.  You  are  at  full  liberty  to  let  the  commanders  of  the 
tugs  in  question  know  the  grounds  they  stand  upon,  and  the  course  I 
shall  pursue  toward  them  if  necessary.  Keep  me  fully  informed  of 
their  conduct. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Lieuteuant  Commanding  Reed  Werden, 

Comdg.  JJ.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes,  Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  JJ.  S. 

Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  transmitting  infor¬ 
mation  regarding  British  schooner  Argylc. 

Navy  Department,  October  14, 1861. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  copy  of  communication  from  the  TJ.  S.  con¬ 
sul  at  Halifax  [Nova  Scotia]  respecting  the  British  schooner  Argyle, 
which  recently  cleared  from  that  port  with  a  cargo  destined,  it  is 
thought,  for  the  insurgent  States. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 
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[Enclosure.]  v 

Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Halifax  [Nova  Scotia],  September  23,  1861. 

Sir:  The  British  schooner  Argyle,  referred  to  in  my  dispatch  of  the 
7th  instant,  sailed  yesterday  from  this  port,  having  cleared  for  Mata- 
inoras,  in  Mexico. 

It  is  rumored  that  she  intends  making  an  attempt  to  enter  either 
Beaufort,  Wilmington,  St.  Josephs,  or  St.  Marks,  but  if  unsuccessful 
will  then  proceed  to  Matamorns,  in  Mexico. 

Since  the  taking  of  Forts  Hatteras  and  Clark  there  will,  I  think,  be 
fewer  attempts  from  this  quarter  directly  to  run  the  blockade  ;  but  that 
the  owners  of  British  vessels  laden  with  cargoes  destined  for  the  South¬ 
ern  States  will  hereafter  endeavor  to  accomplish  their  designs  by  first 
landing  their  cargoes  at  Matamoras  or  some  other  of  the  Mexican  ports. 

Deeming  it  my  duty  to  communicate  these  facts  to  the  Department 
of  State,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

M.  M,  Jackson. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Letter  from  George  W.  Davis,  esq.,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  giving 
information  in  regard  to  the  Confederate  defenses  on  the  Georgia  coast. 

Thompson,  Conn.,  October  14, 1861. 

Dear  Sir:  A  correspondence  has  been  going  on  between  yourself 
and  Jeremiah  Olney,  esq.,  of  this  town,  about  a  matter  in  which  I  had 
the  honor  to  act  a  prominent  part.  Mr.  Olney  to  day  showed  me  a 
letter  from  you  asking  Mr.  Davis  to  communicate  to  yen  any  informa¬ 
tion  that  might  be  in  his  possession  about  matters  pertaining  to  the 
Georgia  seacoast  defenses,  etc.  Patriotism  would  have  and  has 
prompted  me  to  do  so,  and,  besides,  I  esteem  it  a  privilege  and  honor 
to  be  able  to  furnish  my  Government  any  information  that  may  be  of 
any  worth. 

I  left  Savannah,  Ga.,  on  the  18tli  September  last,  after  a  residence 
of  nearly  one  year  in  Darien,  Ga.,  engaged  as  a  private  tutor.  Darien 
being  a  seaboard  town,  I  then  became  somewhat  acquainted  with  the 
Georgia  coast,  and  saw  something  of  the  defenses  which  were  erected 
and  in  process  of  erection. 

With  a  chart  of  the  Georgia  coast  made  out  by  the  U.  S.  Coast 
Survey  before  you  the  places  of  which  1  shall  speak  will  be  recognized. 

The  city  of  Savannah  is  in  a  tolerable  state  of  defense,  although  by 
no  means  invulnerable.  Besides  Forts  Pulaski  and  Jackson  there  are 
land  batteries  thrown  up  on  Tybee  Island,  mounting  some  ten  guns, 
some  of  them  10-inch  columbiads.  These  guns  are  mounted  behind 
simple  embankments  of  sand  which  nature  has  provided  in  the  shape 
of  sand  dunes,  and  are  manned  by  some  250  men.  Besides  there  is  a 
battery  of  flying  artillery  stationed  there.  In  case  the  garrison  is  over¬ 
powered  it  has  facilities  of  retreating  to  Fort  Pulaski.  The  full  com¬ 
plement  of  guns  for  this  fort  is  139,  of  which  about  60  are  mouuted. 
The  most  of  those  mounted  are  heavy  columbiads,  which,  being  well 
served,  would  doubtless  do  much  execution.  This  fort  can  be  shelled 
from  Tybee,  and  is,  in  fact,  commanded  by  it.  I  am  not  able  to  state  how 
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many  men  are  stationed  in  Fort  Pulaski,  but  doubtless  a  sufficient  gar¬ 
rison.  Fort  Jackson  lias  a  few  guns  mounted,  but  not  much  depend¬ 
ence  is  placed  in  its  protection  to  Savannah. 

I  have  been  speaking  ot  the  main  entrance  to  Savannah,  or  Savan¬ 
nah  River.  The  back  entrance,  or  Vernon  River,  where  the  British 
entered  in  the  Revolution,  is  protected  by  sand  batteries  erected  on 
Green  Isle,  mounting  nine  guns  of  heavy  caliber.  These  fortifications 
are  much  stronger  than  the  most  of  the  works  on  the  coast. 

V  assaw  entrance  is,  or  was,  to  be  protected  by  a  battery  mounting  five 
guns,  four  42s  and  one  10-inch  columbiad.  There  was  to  be,  and  prob¬ 
ably  now  is,  a  battery  erected  on  the  north  point  of  St.  Catherine’s  Isl¬ 
and,  which  was  to  mount  five  guns,  four  42s  and  one  10-inch  columbiad. 

Sapelo,  the  best  bar  south  of  Norfolk,  on  which  there  are  26  feet  water 
is  protected  by  a  battery  erected  on  the  island  of  Black  Beard  (U.  S. 
Government  property)  mounting  four  guns,  four  42s ;  one  10-iuch  colum¬ 
biad  was  sent  there,  but  in  landing  it  it  got  into  the  water  and  can  not 
now  be  hoisted  out.  The  battery  is  manned  by  112  men,  under  command 
of  Captain  Knight.  There  is  no  means  of  escape  to  the  main,  not  even 
a  boat  of  any  kind. 

The  next,  Doboy,  21  feet  water,  is  protected  by  a  sand  battery 
erected  on  the  south  point  of  Sapelo  about  100  yards  southeast  of  the 
light  house.  Five  guns  have  been  sent  there,  four  42s  and  one  10-inch 
columbiad.  When  I  left  the  four  smallest  ones  had  been  mounted, 
Three  masked  batteries  are  thrown  up  along  the  beach  north  of  the 
main  battery  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  landing  in  surf  boats,  but  none 
of  them  are  armed  nor  is  it  probable  that  they  will  be;  there  are  225 
men  stationed  there,  and  have  tolerable  means  of  escape,  if  overpow¬ 
ered.  The  defenses  of  Brunswick  Harbor  are  of  the  same  character 
as  Boboy,  5  guns  of  the  same  caliber,  manned  by  150  men,  commanded 
by  Captain  Dent.  The  battery  is  situated  a  few  yards  east  of  the 
light- house.  The  light  house,  also  the  one  at  Doboy,  will  be  used  as 
a  magazine. 

There  was  talk  when  I  left  of  erecting  another  battery  on  the  oppo¬ 
site  side  of  the  channel  and  farther  up  the  entrance  on  Jekyl  Island, 
but  it  is  very  doubtful  about  their  being  able  to  obtain  guns  for  it. 
The  entrance  at  the  south  end  of  Cumberland  Isle,  Duugeness,  is  pro¬ 
tected  by  a  battery  mounting  five  guns,  four  42s  and  one  10-inch 
columbiad.  Fort  Clinch  is  intended  to  protect  Fernandina;  the  fort 
mounts  some  ten  guns,  but  it  is  not  of  a  very  formidable  character,  as 
it  is  completely  commanded  by  neighboring  heights. 

All  these  fortifications  have  been  erected  by  slave  labor,  and  many 
are  yet  employed  upon  them. 

Brigadier-General  Lawton,  of  Savannah,  is  the  person  commanding 
the  Confederate  States  forces  on  the  Georgia  coast,  and  in  a  late  article 
in  the  Savannah  Republican,  understood  to  have  been  written  by  him¬ 
self,  or  at  his  direction,  he  stated  that  no  more  ordnance  could  be  had, 
at  least  for  the  present,  until  it  could  be  cast  at  Richmond.  The  guns 
now  on  the  coast  are  those  that  were  formerly  in  the  Gosport  yard,  at 
Norfolk,  and  have  been  refitted. 

At  the  time  I  left  the  matter  was  agitated  in  the  papers  of  taking- 
some  700  tons  of  railroad  iron  lying  at  Darien  and  Brunswick,  also  a 
large  quantity  of  pitch-pine  timber  at  Darien,  and  use  it  to  construct 
bombproof  batteries,  but  no  such  movements  had  been  made  by  the 
authorities  up  to  the  time  of  my  leaving. 

Besides  the  defenses  above  mentioned  they  have  a  naval  force  often 
small  steamers,  principally  employed  in  conveying  troops  and  supplies 
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to  the  garrisons  in  these  batteries  and  the  reserves  on-the  main.  These 
steamers  ply  in  the  inland  rivers  and  estuaries  which  exist  all  along 
the  southern  Atlantic  coast.  The  0.  S.  Navy  has  four  armed  steamers 
on  the  Georgia  coast.  The  squadron  is  under  command  of  Commodore 
Tattnall,  formerly  of  U.  S.  Navy.  They  mount  live  or  six  guns  each, 
but  are  capable  of  doing  very  little  execution,  as  they  are  old  passenger 
boats  armed. 

Commodore  T.  often  makes  holy  vows  that  he  will  yet  sink  each  and 
all  those  d— d  old  tubs  off  the  bar. 

The  Bermuda  got  in  by  means  of  a  ruse.  There  is  not  the  least 
doubt  but  that  Commodore  Tattnall  was  expecting  her  at  that  time  and 
she  was  doubtless  signaled  off  the  coast  and  intelligence  was  doubt¬ 
less  immediately  conveyed  to  the  commodore,  who  had  his  naval  force 
in  readiness  for  an  emergency  for  some  days.  The  night  before  the 
arrival  he  steamed  down  tlie  river  and  commenced  a  heavy  cannonad¬ 
ing  near  Port  Royal,  which  no  doubt  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
blockade,  which  being  quietly  out  of  the  way  she  slipped  in.  She  may 
be  known  by  this  description:  Her  rig  is  very  like  that  of  the  Vander¬ 
bilt,  having  no  bowsprit;  her  two  masts  being  far  apart,  with  three 
yards  on  each  mast;  her  shrouds  and  mainstays  and  other  principal 
ropes  are  of  iron  wire.  She  is  very  long  and  sharp,  with  a  black  hull 
and  a  white  stripe.  Her  mate  described  her  as  being  very  fast,  being- 
able  to  make  17  miles  an  hour.  Her  draft  is  124  feet,  loaded.  Her 
smokestack  is  very  large,  but  short,  and  set  very  rakish. 

At  the  time  I  left  there  was  but  one  full  regiment  stationed  on  the 
Georgia  coast  (a  mile  from  Savannah),  that  of  Colonel  Styles,  at  Bruns¬ 
wick,"  where  he  had  about  500  men,  including  a  battery  of  flying  artil¬ 
lery  and  one  company  of  cavalry.  The  rest  of  his  command  was  dis 
tributed  among  the  batteries.  They  were  about  to  form  another 
regiment,  which  will  be  stationed  at  Bayselon  s  Bluff,  nearly  opposite 
Sapelo  entrance,  on  the  main.  Lamar,  of  the  slave  yacht  Wanderer 
notoriety,  was  also  about  to  form  a  regiment,  which  will  be  stationed 
at  Sunbury.  There  was  also  some  talk  of  forming  another  regiment  at 
Brunswick.  Colonel  Gaulding  [Spaulding]  was  forming  a  regiment  in 
the  upper  part  of  Liberty  County,  intended  for  seacoast  duty. 

The  Macon  and  Brunswick  Railroad  is  in  operation  for  some  50  miles 
into  the  interior. 

At  Darien  there  is  now  lying  about  3,000,000  feet  of  pitch-pine 
lumber  and  timber  (waiting  a  market). 

At  Darien  and  Brunswick  there  is  now  lying  some  700  tons  railroad 
iron  which  was  carried  there  just  before  the  blockade  was  ordered,  and 
it  was  put  under  bonds  for  the  payment  of  the  revenue,  which  has 
been  turned  over  to  the  C.  S.  Treasury,  I  have  heard. 

On  the  Altamaha  River  there  have  been  harvested  and  stored  500,000 
bushels  of  rice  (also  waiting  a  market). 

In  case  the  Georgia  coast  was  invaded  there  would  be  no  lack  of 
men  to  repel  the  invaders,  bn,.  ~  very  large  portion  of  these  men  are 
nearly  or  quite  destitute  of  arms,  and  if  the  inland  navigation  was  cut 
off  it  would  be  next  to  impossible  to  provision  these  troops,  having  it 
understood  that  the  500,000  bushels  of  rice  are  not  left  for  them  to 
feed  upon. 

The  South  Carolina  coast  is  in  a  much  better  state  of  defense  than 
any  other  section  of  the  Atlantic  or  Gulf.  Immense  sums  of  money 
and  an  incredible  amount  of  labor  have  been  lavished  in  order  to  make 
their  works  strong.  How  far  they  have  succeeded  I  am  not  able  to 
say,  but  judging  from  the  Charleston  papers  (which  are  not  noted  for 
telling  too  much  truth)  they  must  be  formidable. 
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Up  to  the  time  I  lett  none  of  the  batteries  bad  been  supplied  with 
ammunition,  as  it  lias  been  very  difficult  for  the  War  Department  to 
furnish  the  necessary  supplies  of  ammunition,  especially  powder. 

It  was  understood  in  Savannah  that  the  cannon  brought  by  the  Ber¬ 
muda  were  intended  for  the  South  Carolina  coast. 

I  have  endeavored  to  give  you  a  true  account  of  the  most  important 
things  that  I  saw  and  the  most  important  facts  which  I  heard  while  in 
Georgia.  I  have  not  entered  into  very  minute  detail,  and  if  there  are 
any  particulars  about  which  you  desire  more  information  I  will  gladly 
give  it,  if  it  is  in  my  possession.  I  believe  that  what  I  have  written  is 
perfectly  reliable,  but  it  is  possible,  of  course,  that  I  was  deceived.  I 
was  arrested  on  my  journey  home  by  order  of  Brigadier- General  Law- 
ton,  for  the  very  reason  that  I  knew  all  about  the  seacoast  defenses 
and  would  doubtless  give  the  information  to  the  “  vandals,”  but  I  had 
the  good  fortune  to  be  set  at  liberty  soon. 

I  have  seen  paragraphs  in  the  papers  stating  that  John  E.  Ward,  of 
Savannah,  and  minister  to  China,  etc.,  has  gone  to  Europe  with  dis¬ 
patches  from  Jefferson  Davis.  That  I  believe  to  be  false.  I  traveled 
with  him  from  Savannah  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  have  good  reason  to 
believe  that  his  only  business  is  to  render  assistance  to  his  sick  family 
in  Florence.  In  alluding  to  the  workings  of  secession,  he  said  to  me: 
“Three- fourths  of  the  people  of  Georgia  are  heartily  sick  of  the  whole 
concern,  myself  among  the  number.” 

Hoping  that  what  I  have  written  may  be  of  some  service  to  the  Navy 
Department,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  W.  Davis, 
Thompson ,  Conn. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  U.  S.  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  George  W.  Davis ,  esq.,  acknowl¬ 
edging  receipt  of  information  regarding  Confederate  defenses  on  the 
Georgia  coast. 

Navy  Department,  October  22,  1861. 
Tlie  Department  has  received  your  communication  of  the  14th  instant, 
and  thanks  you  for  the  information  afforded. 

I  am,  respectfully, 


Geo.  W.  Davis, 

Thompson,  Conn. 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Destruction  of  ship  Thomas  Watson,  October  15,  1861. 

Beport  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  October  21, 1861. 

Sir:  By  the  Vandalia,  which  arrived  here  last  night,  I  am  informed 
by  Captain  Marston,  of  the  Roanoke,  that  the  merchant  ship  Thomas 
Watson  (one  of  those  to  which  you  called  my  attention  a  short  time 
since)  was  burned  to  the  water’s  edge  on  the  15th  instant,  while  lying 
aground  on  Stono  Beef,  by  our  blockading  vessels  off  Charleston, 

It  was  in  attempting  to  get  into  Charleston,  despite  of  the  blockade 
and  the  pursuit  of  our  cruisers,  that  she  ran  on  this  reef. 
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Iso  arms  were  among  lier  cargo.  It  was  made  up  of  salt,  blankets, 
flannels,  and  a  few  other  things.  She  had  various  national  flags  on 
board,  and  among  them  a  Confederate  flag. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag -  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Marston,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Roanoke. 

U.  S.  S.  Roanoke, 

Off  Charleston ,  8.  C.,  October  16 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  early  yesterday  morning 
I  discovered  at  a  great  distance  from  us  a  large  sail,  close  under  the 
land.  I  immediately  ordered  the  Flag  and  Monticello  to  go  in  chase, 
and  shortly  after  the  Vandalia  joined  me,  when  I  gave  Captain  Lee 
instructions  also  to  proceed  in  the  direction  of  the  stranger.  At  10 
o’clock  the  Monticello  returned  and  reported  that  the  sail  was  the  ship 
Thomas  Watson,  one  of  those  described  on  your  list  as  having  guns 
on  board;  that  she  was  ashore  on  Stono  Reef  in  7  feet  water,  abandoned, 
every  soul  having  deserted  her  and  left  in  such  haste  that  their  break¬ 
fast,  though  on  the  table,  remained  untouched.  Captain  Braine  repre¬ 
senting  to  me  that  boats  were  required  to  remove  the  cargo,  I  ordered 
him  to  remain  off  the  port,  and  got  underway  with  this  ship  and  ran 
down  to  the  Thomas  Watson.  When  I  arrived  that  ship  had  already  3 
feet  of  water  in  her  hold.  Sending  the  four  largest  boats  of  this  ship, 
together  with  those  of  the  Vandalia ,  I  ordered  Captain  Lee  to  take 
charge  of  all,  and  if,  after  removing  as  much  of  the  cargo  as  was  pos¬ 
sible,  it  was  found  impracticable  to  get  the  ship  off,  to  destroy  her  by 
burning.  On  searching  the  Thomas  Watson  it  was  found  that  her  cargo 
consisted  of  salt,  blankets,  flannels,  and  a  few  smaller  articles.  When 
the  dry  goods  were  taken  out,  she  was  fired  and  burned  to  the  water’s 
edge.  I  would  remark  that  in  searching  the  Thomas  Watson ,  it  was 
done  in  four  different  places,  to  her  keelson,  and  nothing  of  importance 
discovered. 

I  would  also  remark  that  her  log  book,  and  all  her  papers  of  every 
description,  boats,  etc.,  were  taken  away  by  her  officers. 

Three  flags  were  found  on  board,  viz,  one  Dutch,  one  Spanish,  and 
one  Confederate.  I  enclose  Captain  Lee’s  report,  with  a  list*  of  articles 
which  he  took  from  the  Thomas  Watson,  and  a  list*  of  dry  goods  which 
he  received  from  the  Flag.  Also  Captain  Sartori’s  report,  with  a  list 
of  articles  he  took  from  the  Thomas  Watson. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsboroitgh, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Hoads. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Vandalia, 

Blockade  off  Charleston,  October  15,  1861. 

Sir  :  As  soon  as  practicable  after  anchoring  at  noon  near  the  Flag,  I 
dispatched  Messrs.  Whiting  and  Chandler,  first  and  second  lieutenants, 

"  Not  found. 
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aud  launch  and  first  cutter,  with  ha  wser,  tackles,  etc.,  with  orders  to 
take  in  aiul  furl  the  sails  of  the  ship  on  Stono  Shoals  and  to  try  to  get  her 
off.  Subsequently  I  sent  some  marines  to  Lieutenant  Whiting.  On 
your  arrival  I  received  in  person  your  orders  to  get  the  ship  off  it  prac¬ 
ticable,  and  it  not,  to  save  what  part  of  the  cargo  could  be  conveniently 
saved  and  then  to  burn  the  ship.  Four  of  the  Roanoke's  boats  were 
sent  to  assist,  in  one  of  which  I  sent  an  order  in  pencil,  of  which 
enclosed  is  a  copy  (A).  On  reaching  the  Flag  I  found  that  Captain 
Sartori  had  taken  possession  of  the  ship  in  the  morning,  finding  no  flag 
flying  and  no  person  or  boat  on  board — all  gone — aud  had  brought  on 
board  of  the  Flag  some  goods,  more  or  less  damaged,  from  the  wreck. 
I  desired  him  to  make  at  once  a  list  of  everything  saved  from  the  wreck 
and  to  let  my  clerk  make  another.  I  afterwards  desired  him  to  make 
a  report  to  you  of  his  proceedings  previous  to  my  arrival.  Captain 
Sartori  then  made  signal  to  you  at  my  instance  of  the  substance  of  his 
verbal  report  to  me.  As  he  thought  there  were  boxes  under  the  salt 
which  might  contain  arms,  I  sent  note  B  (copy  enclosed),  to  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Whiting,  and  remained  on  board  the  Flag  to  have  some  sound¬ 
ings  taken,  and  then  caused  her  to  run  a  third  or  half  mile  nearer  the 
wreck. 


When  I  first  got  on  board  the  wreck,  which  was  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  from  the  rebel  battery,  Lieutenant  Whiting  reported  to  me  that 
the  ship  had  bilged,  having  5  feet  water  in  her  hold  forwaid  and  7  or  8 
feet  aft;  that  she  could  not  be  got  off;  that  owing  to  the  quantity  of 
salt  and  the  water  in  the  ship  he  could  only  make  a  partial  examina¬ 
tion  for  arms. 

At  sunset,  having  saved  as  much  as  possible,  the  ship,  in  obedience 
to  your  orders,  was  fired.  Enclosed  is  a  list,  marked  C,  of  the  few  arti¬ 
cles  brought  from  the  wreck  (before  my  arrival  there)  to  this  ship.  It 
was  my  intention  that  all  should  be  sent  to  the  Flag . 

I  enclose  the  report  of  Lieutenants  Whiting  and  Chandler,  marked 
L>.  The  vessel  coming  out  of  Stono  Inlet  in  the  afternoon,  and  under 
the  protection  of  the  rebel  battery,  showed  no  colors  of  any  sort,  was 
supposed  to  be  armed,  and  returned  on  being  fired  at  from  Flag. 

The  clear  and  fine  weather  we  had  last  night  and  for  several  days 
and  nights  previous  has  been  so  favorable  for  safe  navigation  that  no 
vessel  could  have  got  here  except  by  design. 

Respectfully,  yours, 


S.  Phillips  Lee, 

Commander. 


Captain  Jno.  Marston, 

Senior  Officer  Present. 


P,  S. — I  enclose  a  list  (E)  of  all  the  dry  goods,  etc.,  received  from  the 
Flag  for  transportation  in  this  ship,  as  ordered  by  you. 

S.  P.  Lee. 


[Subencloanre  A.] 

Take  out  all  valuable  cargo  and  send  it  to  Flag. 

Roanoke  sends  burning  materials.  If  prevented  by  enemy  from  dis¬ 
charging  Watson,  burn  her.  She  will  be  burned  anyhow  when  cargo 
is  out  if  she  can  not  be  got  off,  but  I  want  to  have  all  the  cargo,  if 
possible,  and  save  Watson ,  too.  Don’t  burn  her  before  I  come  unless 
compelled  to. 

S.  P.  Lee. 

Senior  Officer. 
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[Subenclosure  B.] 

Break  out  the  cargo  for  arms.  Leave  the  salt  on  deck  for  the  last, 
but  throw  it  overboard  at  once  if  you  are  satisfied  you  can  not  get  the 
ship  off.  My  boat  (gig),  with  pilot  in  it,  is  sounding  to  see  if  the  Flag 
can  go  in  nearer,  and  I  stay  here  to  move  the  Flag  in,  on  my  responsi¬ 
bility,  when  gig  returns.  If  I  find  Flag  can  not  be  moved,  I  shall  come 
at  once  to  you.  Keep  a  good  lookout  from  your  masthead  for  steamers 
coming'  down,  and  keep  the  rifle  gun  ready  and  well  officered  for  work. 

’  S.  P.  Lee. 

Lieutenant  Whiting. 

P.  S. — Send  the  best  cargo  first. 


[Subenclosnre  D.] 

U.  S.  S.  Vandalia, 

Off  Stono  Inlet ,  South  Carolina,  October  15,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  I  left  the  ship  after  1  p.  m.  in  charge 
of  the  launch  and  first  cutter,  with  hawser  and  tackles  to  board  the 
ship  previously  reported  by  the  Monticello  as  the  Thomas  Watson ,  on 
shore  on  the  northeastern  side  of  the  Stono  Breakers,  from  1£  miles  to  2 
miles  from  the  beach.  Boarded  the  U.  S.  S.  Flag  and  ascertained  that  the 
ship  was  considered  to  be  bilged,  with  much  water  in  her  hold.  Boarded 
and  examined  the  ship;  found  her  grounded  in  the  breakers,  with  7  feet 
water  under  the  bow  and  9  feet  astern.  It  being  not  yet  half  flood,  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Chandler  and  myself  determined  to  try  and  get  [her]  off.  Trans¬ 
ported  one  of  the  ship’s  anchors  to  the  launch,  bent  our  hawser,  and 
started  the  boats  out  to  plant  it.  Before  the  boats  could  get  to  posi¬ 
tion,  the  sea  being  heavy  against  them,  the  ship  began  to  rise  and  strike 
heavily,  during  which  we  found  that  the  water  had  increased  to  5  feet 
in  the  forehold  and  that  she  had  opened  under  the  starboard  bow.  As 
the  bow  was  higher  up  than  the  stern,  the  water  was  higher  aft  than 
forward,  and  we  concluded  to  recall  the  boats  and  give  up  the  a  tempt 
to  haul  her  off'.  We  then  commenced  to  save  all  the  portable  part  of 
the  cargo  within  reach.  The  boats  from  the  Flag  had  beeu  actively 
employed  in  this  duty  all  the  morning  under  charge  of  her  own  officers. 
The  boats  from  the  Roanoke  were  also  engaged  in  this  duty  during  the 
afternoon.  We  made  as  thorough  a  search  for  arms  as  the  condition 
of  the  ship  and  cargo  would  admit,  breaking  out  the  bags  of  salt  down 
to  the  water  in  several  places,  and  opening  all  boxes,  without  finding 
any.  At  a  little  before  6  p.  m.,  having  discharged  everything  we  could 
readily  get  at,  in  obedience  to  orders,  she  was  set  on  fire. 

Respectfully, 

Wi.  I),  Whiting, 

Lieutenant. 

R.  Chandler. 

Lieutenant. 

Commander  S.  P.  Lee,  IT.  S.  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Flag, 

Off  Charleston,  S.  C.,  October  16,  1861. 

Sir  :  Yesterday  morning  at  early  daylight  we  discovered  from  our 
anchorage  a  sail  bearing  about  west,  completely  hull  down.  I  immedi¬ 
ately  signaled  the  Roanoke  for  permission  to  chase,  and  at  once  weighed 
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anchor  and  stood  down  the  coast.  At  first  she  appeared  to  be  a  vessel 
under  full  canvas  on  the  starboard  tack  (wind  from  northward  and  east¬ 
ward),  her  upper  sails  only  discernible.  After  steaming  several  miles,  she 
appeared  to  have  changed  her  course,  heading  to  southward  and  west¬ 
ward.  1  stood  down  to  westward,  and  soon  made  her  out  to  be  a  ship. 
She  appeared  to  be  fast  ashore,  with  sails  partly  clewed  up  and  halyards 
let  go.  I  continued  on  my  course  toward  her,  and,  as  I  approached,  could 
see  no  colors  flying  or  any  person  on  board.  When  about  1  mile  distant 
1  tired  a  gun  for  the  purpose  of  making  her  hoist  her  colors,  but,  receiv¬ 
ing  no  reply,  1  repeated  the  fire  to  prove  the  range  of  my  gun,  and 
came  to  about  1  mile  from  her  in  less  than  4  fathoms  water.  Immedi¬ 
ately  I  dispatched  three  boats,  properly  manned,  to  her.  I  found  her 
hard  and  fast  off  the  north  breakers  off  Stono  Inlet.  Soon  after  one 
of  my  boats  returned  and  reported  her  to  be  the  Thames  Walton,  but 
from  various  articles  and  papers  found  on  her,  she  proved  to  be  the 
Thomas  Watson,  an  American  vessel,  which  had  cleared  from  Wilming¬ 
ton,  3L  O.,  about  the  latter  part  of  June  last  for  Liverpool;  and  from 
other  papers  gleaned  that  she  had  been  there  last  and  had  left  there 
during  the  month  of  August. 

Among  other  articles  found  on  her  were  four  flags,  viz,  one  American, 
one  Dutch,  one  Spanish,  and  a  torn  secession.  She  appeared  to  be 
laden  with  blue,  red,  and  gray  flannels,  gray  and  blue  blankets, 
machinery,  salt,  etc.  After  having  boarded  her  and  taken  possession, 
the  Yandalia  came  to  anchor  about  2  miles  eastward  of  the  Flag,  and 
soon  after  (by  signal  from  this  ship)  sent  her  boats,  with  which,  and 
with  those  from  the  Roanoke,  we  succeeded  in  saving  several  boat  loads 
of  flannels,  blankets,  rigging,  sails,  and  a  variety  of  small  matters. 
Some  time  after  boarding  the  wreck  it  was  discovered  from  this  ship 
that  boats  were  being  hauled  up  on  shore  in  Stono  Inlet,  and  it  was 
presumed  that  they  were  those  belonging  to  the  wreck.  She  appeared 
to  have  had  four,  and  the  officers  and  crew  must  have  abandoned  her 
when  we  were  about  halfway  between  our  anchorage  off  Charleston  Bar 
and  Stono  Inlet,  as  the  table  was  laid  for  breakfast  and  the  edibles  yet 
warm.  In  the  cabin  several  trunks  were  lying  open,  drawers  and  boxes 
had  been  hastily  stripped  or  rifled,  thus  evidencing  that  a  hasty  retreat 
had  been  made.  At  no  time  was  any  flag  displayed  from  her,  and  1 
took  possession  of  her  as  a  vessel  entirely  abandoned.  A  short  time 
after  taking  possession,  and  prior  to  the  arrival  of  the  Yandalia ,  the 
Monticello  came  within  hail,  w  hen,  at  the  suggestion  of  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Braine,  I  instructed  him  to  apprise  you  of  the  condition 
of  the  vessel  and  request  that  your  launch  might  be  sent.  Among 
other  articles  on  board  was  an  iron  9-pounder,  together  with  a  small 
quantity  of  ball,  which  were  thrown  overboard.  Having  saved  all  that 
it  was  possible,  owing  to  the  heavy  sea  breaking  around  and  over  her, 
by  command  of  Captain  Lee,  of  the  Yandalia,  the  wreck  was  set  fire 
to  at  G :  30  p.  m.,  and  I  towed  to  their  respective  ships  all  boats  that 
had  been  employed.  I  enclose  a  list  of  articles  which  came  on  board 
this  ship. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  C.  Sartori, 

Commander. 

Captain  John  Marston, 

Senior  Officer,  Comdg.  TJ.  S.  Frigate  Roanoke,  off  Charleston  Bar. 

I  sent  you  last  evening  the  few  papers  found  on  board. 
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[Subenclosnre]. 

List  of  articles  brought  on  board  the  Flag  from  the  wrecked  ship  Thames  Walton,  alias 

Thomas  Watson. 


2  bundles  gray  blankets. 

4  bundles  blue  serge. 

36  bundles  red  flannel. 

1  bundle  canvas. 

1  piece  red  flannel. 

7  broken  bundles  black  and  white  thread. 
1  coil  of  rigging  and  some  old  carpen¬ 
ters’  tools. 

3  compasses  (1  marked  Thomas  Watson 

engraved  on  it). 

1  speaking  trumpet  (Thos.  Watson 

marked  on  it). 

2  bundles  gray  blankets. 

7  pieces  red  flannel. 

1  thermometer. 

1  barometer. 

1  large  coil  of  rigging. 

1  small  coil  of  rigging. 

1  coil  of  rigging. 

1  old  topgallant  yard. 

3  sails. 

2  bells. 

19  packages  of  thread. 


11  bundles  red  flannel. 

1  bundle  blue  flannel. 

1  small  lot  ironstone  ware. 

A  few  old  nautical  instruments. 

A  few  charts. 

1  whaling  blunderbuss. 

5  harpoons. 

A  small  quantity  of  paint. 

A  few  old  lanterns. 

A  few  pieces  of  machinery. 

A  few  knives,  forks,  and  dishes. 

A  few  cans  preserved  meats. 

A  few  small  tin  boxes  printer’s  ink 
Three  old  mattresses. 

Two  small  mirrors. 

A  small  pig. 

18  packages  gold  leaf. 

1  box  whale  sockets. 

A  few  kitchen  utensils. 

A  Dutch  flag. 

A  Spanish  flag. 

1  old  secession  flag  (torn). 

1  American  flag. 


Report  of  Commander  Green,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  ship  James¬ 
town,  giving  information  regarding  Confederate  defenses. 

U.  S.  Sloop  op  War  Jamestown, 

Off  New  Inlet,  October  15,  1861. 

Sir:  After  a  tedious  passage,  being  detained  off  Cape  Hatteras  five 
days,  we  arrived  at  this  place,  and  on  tlie  second  day  fell  in  with  the 
Gemsboh,  which  was  cruising  from  one  inlet  to  the  other.  She  had  on 
board  two  pilots,  decoyed  out  by  running  in  and  hoisting  the  jack. 
One  of  them  we  have  on  board.  He  professes  to  be  a  New  Inlet  pilot, 
and  informed  me  that  there  were  two  batteries  inside  the  inlet  and  two 
outside,  with  a  regiment  of  North  Carolina  troops— about  900  men. 
He  also  says  that  there  has  been  but  very  little  trade  to  Wilmington  or 
Smithville,  it  haying  been  confined  to  three  schooners  to  the  West 
Indies,  one  of  which,  the  Winyho,  a  pilot  boat,  was  captured,  and  that 
an  English  hermaphrodite  brig  ran  in,  light,  about  the  15th  of  Septem¬ 
ber;  that  coffee  was  30  cents  per  pound  and  salt  $4  a  sack,  he  himself 
having  paid  these  prices.  I  also  learned  from  the  Gemsboh  that  she 
had  captured  three  vessels  since  her  arrival  here. 

Since  leaving  we  have  boarded  but  two  vessels,  as  shown  in  the 
enclosed  statement,  except  the  Gemsboh ,  Young  Rover,  and  Albatross, 
and  exchanged  numbers  with  the  Cambridge. 

We  have  discovered,  by  running  in  within  1J  or  2  miles  of  the  beach, 
an  earthwork  just  to  the  northward  of  the  light  house,  with  at  least 
ten  guns  mounted,  and  a  small  one  with  two  guns  a  short  distance  to 
the  southward  of  it,  neither  of  which  is  finished.  They  also  appear  to 
be  building  a  casemate  battery  of  timber  for  six  guns  near  the  light¬ 
house,  to  the  southward.  On  the  inside  of  the  entrance  was  another 
either  on  Zeek’s  Island  or  the  southernmost  extremity  of  Federal  Point’ 
as  seen  on  the  preliminary  Coast  Survey  chart  of  Frying  Pan  Shoals 
and  entrances  to  Cape  Fear  River,  dated  1857. 
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The  commander  of  the  Young  Rover  informs  me  that  there  is  a  bat¬ 
tery  in  process  of  erection  on  Smith’s  Island  near  Bald  Head  light. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Green, 

Commander , 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  to  Captain  Marston,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Roanoke. 

IT.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  October  15,  1861. 

Sir  :  On  the  arrival  of  the  Susquehanna,  Captain  Gardner,  off  Charles¬ 
ton,  you  will  proceed  off'  Beaufort,  FT.  C.,  with  the  Roanoke,  and  block¬ 
ade  that  port  until  further  orders. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Captain  Jno.  Marston, 

U.  S.  S.  Roanoke ,  off  Charleston,  S.  C. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  to  Lieutenant  Braine ,  U.  S.  Nary,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Monticell o ,  to  proceed  off  Savannah,  Ga. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  October  15,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  off  Savannah,  Ga.,  with  the  Monticello,  and 
report  to  the  senior  naval  officer  for  such  duty  as  he  may  assign  you  in 
blockading  that  port. 

The  Rhode  Island  has  on  board  the  ammunition  you  required. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  D.  L.  Braine,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  S.  Monticello,  off  Charleston,  S.  C. 


[  En  dorsem  en  t .  j 


Reported  off'  Savannah,  October  19,  1801,  in  obedience  to  the  above 
order. 


J.  S.  Missroon, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  flag-officers  commanding  blockad¬ 
ing  squadrons,  transmitting  information  regarding  Confederate  opera¬ 
tions  in  England. 

Navy  Department,  October  15, 1861. 
Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  this  Department,  dated  the  7th  instant,  and 
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;i  copy  of  the  dispatch  of  Mr.  Adams  referred  to  therein,  in  relation  to 
the  purchase  of  arms  and  fitting  out  of  vessels  in  England  for  the 
insurgents. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


[Enclosure.] 


Department  of  State, 

Washington ,  October  7,  1861. 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  an  extract  from  a 
dispatch  of  the  14th  ultimo,  No.  43,  from  Mr.  Adams,  our  minister  at 
London,  in  relation  to  the  activity  of  agents  of  the  insurgents  in 
England  in  purchasing  arms  and  fitting  out  vessels,  three  of  which  are 
said  to  be  nearly  ready  for  sea. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  H.  Seward. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Subenclosure. — Extract.] 


September  14,  1SG1. 

In  regard  to  the  subject  of  the  dispatch  No.  72,  dated  the  24th  of 
August,  I  have  little  to  add  to  what  has  been  said  heretofore.  The 
activity  of  the  Confederate  emissaries  has  been  of  late  very  much  stim¬ 
ulated  by  a  feeling  that  the  prospect  of  recognition  will,  in  a  great 
degree,  depend  upon  their  success  in  maintaining  themselves  through 
the  next  three  months.  To  that  end  they  are  straining  every  nerve  in 
the  purchase  of  arms  and  ammunition,  in  fitting  out  vessels,  in  subsi¬ 
dizing  men,  and  in  affecting  the  channels  of  opinion  in  this  country. 
The  faithful  cooperation  of  the  agents  of  the  United  States  at  the 
various  ports  in  procuring  information  in  advance  of  every  movement 
becomes  more  and  more  necessary.  Thus  far  I  have  had  assistance 
only  in  a  few  quarters,  though  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  several  of 
the  consuls  have  not  been  wanting  in  furnishing  information  directly  to 
the  Department,  which  is  better  than  doing  it  through  me.  It  should, 
however,  be  better  understood  that  it  seems  to  be  that  one  or  the 
other  course  is  expected  whenever  anything  turns  up  deserving  of 
attention. 

Information  was  received  in  strict  confidence  by  me  a  day  or  two 
since  that  another  steamer  was  nearly  ready  for  sea,  but  I  could  not 
obtain  the  name  of  the  place  where  she  was  fitting  out.  It  was  stated 
that  she  was  to  carry  a  cargo  much  of  the  same  kind  as  the  Bermuda , 
and  that  a  considerable  number  of  capable  men  as  engineers  to  man¬ 
age  steamers  had  been  engaged  to  go  out  under  high  pay,  a  portion  of 
which  had  been  advanced  in  cash.  She  would  be  ready  for  sea  in 
about  sixteen  days.  I  have  some  reason  to  suspect  that  "two  vessels, 
answering  pretty  well  to  this  description,  are  nearly  ready  at  Greenock. 
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I  have  conferred  with  Mr.  Morse  on  the  subject  and  he  has,  by  my 
advice,  taken  measures  to  obtain  information  not  only  at  that  place, 
but  on  the  eastern  coast  likewise,  where  the  Bermuda  was  built.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  the  same  parties  are  purchasing  arms  as  fast  as  they 
can  be  made,  and  at  high  prices.  Mr.  Bulloch  appears  to  be  the  most 
efficient  agent  engaged  in  these  operations,  in  concert  with  Fraser, 
Trenholm  &  Co.,  and  a  Mr.  Prioleau,  all  at  Liverpool,  where  is  to  be 
found  the  greatest  amount  of  active  sympathy  with  the  rebellion.  Mr. 
Wilding,  to  whom  I  am  much  indebted  for  information,  writes  me  that 
he  has  reason  to  believe  that  purchases  of  cotton  may  be  made  at  New 
Orleans  at  as  low  a  price  as  7  cents  a  pound,  to  be  warehoused  until  it 
can  be  exported,  and  that  money  has  been  advanced  from  Liverpool  to 
pay  for  it.  One  thing  is  pretty  certain,  that  the  Confederates  have 
considerable  resources  at  that  point. 

Two  advertisements  of  a  singular  character  appeared  in  a  Liverpool 
paper  the  other  day.  The  object  of  the  parties  seems  to  be  to  obtain 
information  which  will  stimulate  the  British  authorities  to  dispute  the 
validity  of  the  blockade.  They  run  as  follows: 

A  well-known  firm  established  at  one  of  the  Southern  ports  of  the  late  United 
States  has  made  arrangements  to  take  charge  of  British  vessels  which  may  be,  sent 
out  and  to  furnish  pilots  at  a  port  of  call.  A  partner  now  in  this  country  will  be 
glad  to  furnish  information  as  to  the  safest  methods  of  proceeding  and  of  the  arti¬ 
cles  most  profitable  to  ship.  Profits  of  100  to  200  per  cent  are  highly  probable  on 
both  outward  and  inward  cargoes.  Orders  will  also  be  taken  separately  for  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  cotton  to  load  said  vessels  or  others  on  freight.  Steamers  to  trade  backwards 
and  forwards  to  West  Indies  are  particularly  recommended.  Letters  to  be  promptly 
addressed  to  Z,  53,  office  of  the  Daily  Post. 

Notice. — A  reward  of  £20  will  be  given  to  any  one  who  can  give  reliable  informa¬ 
tion  of  the  departure  of  any  vessels  from  Liverpool  for  the  blockaded  ports  of  the 
Southern  States  of  America.  Address  Z,  100,  office  of  the  Daily  Post-.  *  *  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Francis  Adams. 


[Hon.  W.  FT.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  8tate.\ 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  movements  of  vessels. 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads ,  October  16,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  have  this 
day  dispatched  the  Susquehanna  to  blockade  off  Charleston. 

By  the  Rhode  Island ,  which  left  yesterday,  I  sent  orders  for  the 
Roanoke  to  go  off  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  as  soon  as  the  Susquehanna  should 
appear  off  Charleston;  and  I  also  sent  orders  for  the  Monticello,  now 
off  Charleston,  to  go  off  Savannah  immediately. 

As  soon  as  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont  can  assign  a  vessel  to  take  the  place 
of  the  Monticello  on  that  service,  I  shall  want  her  back  in  this  direc¬ 
tion,  and  shall  so  notify  him  on  his  arrival  here,  which  is  now  hourly 
expected. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 
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Report  of  Captain  Marston,  F.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Roanoke , 
regarding  U.  8.  8.  Vandalia  and  schooner  A  lert. 

XL  S.  S.  Roanoke, 

Off  Charleston ,  8.  C. ,  October  16,  1861. 

Sir:  I  liave  liacl  much  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  allowing  the  Van¬ 
dalia  to  return  to  Hampton  Roads,  not  having  received  from  you  any 
instructions  as  to  her  disposition.  In  your  order  to  proceed  to  this 
place  you  informed  me  that  I  should  have  the  Flag  and  Monticello  to 
assist  in  blockading,  but  said  nothing  of  the  Vandalia.  Having,  how¬ 
ever,  heard  several  times  unofficially  that  that  ship  had  been  ordered 
to  rejoin  you,  and  knowing  that  Captain  Perry,  the  relief  of  Captain 
Lee,  was  waiting  at  Portress  Monroe  when  I  left  there,  that  Captain 
Lee  had  received  orders,  when  relieved,  to  proceed  to  Washington, 
that  directions  were  given  not  to  take  letters  from  Hampton  Roads  for 
the  Vandalia ,  showing  that  she  was  expected  at  that  place,  and  taking 
into  consideration  that  the  Vandalia  had  been  off  this  place  going  on 
five  months,  I  have  deemed  it  best  to  permit  Captain  Lee  to  proceed 
to  Hampton  Roads,  and  trust  my  so  doing  will  meet  your  approbation. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  of  sending  to  you  Captain  Carlin, 
his  mate,  and  two  seamen  belonging  to  the  schooner  Alert,  which  ves¬ 
sel  I  ordered  to  Hampton  Roads  on  the  6th  instant,  in  charge  of  Mid¬ 
shipman  Weidman,  and  herewith  forward  to  you  a  duplicate  report  of 
the  detention  of  that  vessel.  There  is  one  other  item  connected  with 
the  Alert  which  I  think  proper  to  bring  to  your  notice.  Captain  Carlin 
claims  the  ownership  of  a  part  of  the  schooner;  and  being  a  naturalized 
citizen  of  South  Carolina  renders  his  portion  liable  to  confiscation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 

Captain. 

Plag-Officer  L.  M.  Gol dsborough, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsboro  ugh,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  to  Captain  Lardner,  IT.  8.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  8.  S.  Susquehanna. 

U.  S.  Plagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  October  16,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  off  Charleston,  S.  C.,  with  the  Susquehanna 
and  closely  blockade  that  port  until  further  orders. 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Captain  Jas.  L.  Lardner, 

I  .  8.  8.  Susquehanna ,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia ,. 


Report  of  Commander  Gillis,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Seminole, 
of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  Hampton  Roads. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Seminole, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  October  16,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  our  arrival  here  this  morning,  and, 
in  the  absence  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  reported  to  Flag-Officer  Golds¬ 
borough. 

Jno.  P.  Gillis, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy,  Washington. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  transmitting  infor¬ 
mation  regarding  submarine  batteries  in  James  River. 

Navy  Department, 

October  16,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  enclose  for  your  information  copy  of  a  communica¬ 
tion  from  N.  Niles,  esq.,  elated  the  12th  instant,  in  which  he  states  that 
he  learns  from  a  reliable  channel  that  very  powerful  submarine  batteries 
have  been  established  along  the  James  Eiver,  etc. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 

[Enclosure.] 

New  York,  October  12,  1861. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  1  am  informed  through  a  reliable  channel  that  the 
rebels  have  established  very  powerful  submarine  batteries  all  along  the 
James  Eiver,  connected  by  hidden  wires  with  remote  galvanic  batter¬ 
ies,  so  that  they  can  be  made  to  explode,  one  by  one,  at  the  opportune 
moment,  with  security  and  success.  This  fact  may  be  already  known 
to  you,  but  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  communicate  it  in  the  fear 
that  it  is  not. 

The  expectation  in  Eichmond  is  that  gunboats  and  transports  are  to 
be  sent  up  the  river,  and  they  rely  upon  the  success  of  the  nefarious 
scheme  mentioned  to  defeat  your  purposes.  Scows  sent  along  each 
shore  of  the  river  with  iron  drags  would  break  all  the  wires  and  defeat 
the  purpose  of  our  barbarous  enemies.  In  the  hope  of  your  continued 
success  along  the  shore  and  before  the  cities  of  the  South, 

I  remain,  my  dear  sir,  most  truly  and  devotedly,  yours, 

N.  Niles. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

p.  s. — We  are  daily  expecting  to  hear  of  a  great  and  successful 
battle  before  Washington.  Such  a  battle  would  foreshadow  an  early 
triumph  in  all  other  sections  of  the  country  in  arms  against  the  Gov¬ 
ernment. 

N.  N. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 

Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  the  preparation  of  the  Merrimack  ( C . 

S.  S.  Virginia). 

Confidential. j  U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  October  17, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  further  minute  reliable  information  with  regard 
to  the  preparation  of  the  Merrimack  for  an  attack  on  Newrport  News 
and  these  roads,  and  I  am  now  quite  satisfied  that  unless  her  stability 
be  compromitted  by  her  heavy  top  works  of  wood  and  iron  and  her 
•weight  of  batteries,  she  will,  in  all  probability,  prove  to  be  exceedingly 
formidable. 

The  supposition  of  the  insurgents  is  that  she  will  be  impregnable, 
and  a  trial  of  her  sufficiently  to  resist  shot  of  the  heaviest  caliber,  at  a 
short  range,  is  to  take  place  before  she  is  sent  out  to  engage  us. 
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She  is  still  in  the  dry  dock  at  Norfolk,  and  yet  needs'a  goodly  quan¬ 
tity  of  iron  to  complete  her  casing,  all  of  which  is  furnished  from  Eich- 
rnond.  She  has  her  old  engines  on  board,  and  they  have  been  made  to 
work  tolerably  well.  They  are  not  expected,  however,  I  understand, 
to  afford  anything  more  than  a  moderate  velocity. 

On  coming  out,  she  must,  necessarily,  proceed  as  low  down  as  about 
Sewell’s  Point  before  she  can  shape  her  course  to  the  westward  for 
Newport  News,  and  this  will  bring  her  within  3J  miles  ot  us.  My 
present  purpose  is  to  let  her  get  well  over  toward  the  Congress  and 
Cumberland,  off  Newport  News,  and  then  to  put  at  her  with  this  ship 
and  everything  else  that  may  be  on  hand  at  the  time,  with  the  view  ot 
bringing  her  between  the  tire  of  those  ships  and  these,  and  cutting  off 
all  retreat  on  her  part.  It  is  understood  that  she  is  to  be  assisted  by 
the  two  steamers  now  up  the  James  Eiver,  but  as  they  can  not  be  made 
very  powerful  I  attach  no  very  great  consequences  to  this  intention. 

Nothing,  I  think,  but  very  close  work  can  possibly  be  of  service  in 
accomplishing  the  destruction  of  the  Merrimack,  and  even  of  that  a 
great  deal  may  be  necessary.  From  what  I  gather,  boarding  is  i  mprac- 
ticable,  as  she  can  only  be  assailed  in  that  way  through  her  ports,  of 
which  she  has,  in  all,  but  fourteen. 

If  I  could  be  furnished  with  a  couple  of  tugs,  or  small  steamers,  to 
attend  upon  the  Congress  and  Cumberland  in  season,  so  as  to  tow  them 
promptly  into  position  in  case  of  necessity,  they  might  prove  of  very 
great  service.  It  will  be,  I  infer,  at  least  a  fortnight  before  the  Merri¬ 
mack  will  make  her  attempt,  but  in  the  meantime  I  could  employ  those 
tugs  or  steamers  very  advantageously  in  the  way  of  guard  vessels  at 
night,  dispatch  and  tow  vessels  by  day,  etc.  On  the  9th  instant  an 
attempt,  no  doubt,  was  made  by  the  insurgents  to  get  an  infernal 
machine  among  our  shipping  here,  but  it  was  happily  foiled  by  the 
alertness  of  the  Lockwood ,  which  they  tried  to  cut  off  with  their  two 
tugs  engaged  in  the  nefarious  business.  The  night  was  dark  and  bois¬ 
terous.  Since  then,  they  dispatched  a  tug  with  six  armed  boats  in  tow, 
toward  Newport  News,  during  the  night;  but,  after  proceeding  a  con¬ 
siderable  way  in  that  direction,  concluded  that  it  was  too  light  for  their 
purposes.  I  only  mention  these  things  to  show  the  utility  of  active 
guard  steamers. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 

Blockading  Squadron,  to  Captain  Marston,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding 

U.  8.  8.  Iioanoke ,  regarding  cruising  ground  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  October  17,  1861. 

Sir:  After  the  arrival  of  the  Albatross  off  Beaufort  you  will  cruise 
with  the  Roanoke  between  that  place  and  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  and  inform 
yourself  of  the  condition  of  the  blockade  and  coast  defenses  in  that 
neighborhood. 

Eeturn  to  this  place  certainly  by  the  1st  of  November. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Captain  John  Marston, 

U.  8.  8.  Roanoke. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Qoldsborough ,  V.  8.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  to  Commander  Prentiss,  U.  S.  Navy,  command¬ 
ing  U.  S.  8.  Albatross,  regarding  the  cruising  ground  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  October  17,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  off  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  and  closely  blockade  that 
port  until  further  orders,  or  until  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  you  to 
return  to  this  place  for  fuel  and  supplies. 

A  general  order  in  relation  to  instructions  to  prize  masters  is  here¬ 
with  inclosed. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  Geo.  A.  Prentiss, 

U.  8.  8.  Albatross,  Hampton  Roads. 


Instructions  of  Flag-Officer  Qoldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlan¬ 
tic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  Lieutenant  Murray,  U.  8.  Navy,  command¬ 
ing  TJ.  S.  S.  Louisiana,  regarding  the  blockade  of  the  eastern  shore  of 
Virginia. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  October  17,  1861. 

Sir:  I  received  on  the  14th  instant,  by  Acting  Master  Wood,  who 
reached  here  the  night  before  in  charge  of  the  prize  schooner  8.  T.  Gar¬ 
rison,  your  several  communications,  dated  the  5th,  7th,  Sth,  and  10th 
instant. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  brush*  you  had  with  the  enemy  on  the  5th 
is  creditable  to  all  concerned. 

With  regard  to  the  seizure  of  vessels,  you  must  exercise  a  sound  dis¬ 
cretion.  Let  all  pass  which  you  believe  to  be  engaged  in  a  harmless 
trade  and  in  a  legal  way  with  either  Delaware  or  Maryland,  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  seize  all  that  are  at  all  concerned  in  traffic  or  otherwise 
with  Virginia  and  destroy  them  on  the  spot,  if  it  be  best  to  do  so. 

The  waters  of  Chincoteague  being,  as  it  were,  a  common  coast  high¬ 
way  for  the  States  of  Delaware,  Maryland,  and  a  part  of  Virginia,  it 
is  to  be  inferred  that  coasters  innocently  trading  to  the  former  places 
will  take  good  care  to  provide  themselves  with  proper  papers,  and  when 
any  are  found  that  have  not  observed  this  precaution,  and  more  par¬ 
ticularly  without  any  papers  at  all,  they  are  to  be  regarded  as  suspi¬ 
cious  in  a  high  degree  and  as  affording  abundant  probable  cause  for 
seizure,  But  such  seizures  will  have  to  bo  duly  investigated,  and, 
therefore,  the  best  place,  perhaps,  for  you  to  send  the  vessels  is  Phila¬ 
delphia,  directing  them  to  be  turned  over  to  the  TJ.  S.  district  judge  at 
that  place.  I  send  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  form  of  instructions  given 
to  prize  masters,  and  will  thank  you  to  be  careful  in  observing  its 
directions. 

Protect  the  inhabitants  on  the  island  of  Chincoteague  as  long  as  they 
remain  true  and  loyal.  With  regard  to  granting  them  licenses  to  carry 
their  oysters  to  Philadelphia  and  New  York  and  bring  goods  back,  the 
matter  will  have  to  be  deferred  until  I  can  consult  with  the  authorities 
at  Washington.  I  suppose,  however,  that  permission  may  be  granted, 
but  until  it  is,  and  I  inform  you  of  the  fact,  no  trade  of  the  sort  is  to 


See  p.  288. 
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be  carried  ou,  except  in  cases  (if  there  be  any)  where  licenses  have  been 
already  granted  by  competent  authority. 

I  send  you  by  the  Gertrude  one  month’s  provisions  of  all  kinds  for 
fifty  men. 

To-morrow  or  next  day  I  will  send  yon  50  tons  of  coal  by  a  captured 
schooner  under  the  command  of  Acting  Master  White. 

Acting  Master  Wood  has  gone  with  the  schooner  8.  T.  Garrison  to 
Baltimore,  where  her  case  will  be  disposed  of  properly.  The  Young 
America ,  unfortunately,  is  now  in  the  hands  of  carpenters,  etc.,  at  Balti¬ 
more.  She  broke  down  a  week  or  so  since,  and  will  not  be  ready  for 
service  again  for  some  time  yet  to  come. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  Murray, 

Comdg.  U.  8.  8.  Louisiana ,  Chincoteague  Inlet ,  North  Carolina. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 

Blockading  Squadron ,  transmitting  papers  relative  to  request  ofinhab 

Hants  of  Chincoteague  Island,  Virginia,  for  protection  and  permission 

to  trade  with  Philadelphia  and  New  York. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  October  17,  1861. 

Sir  :  The  accompanying  papers  will  explain  the  matter  to  which  they 
refer. 

It  seems  that  all  the  inhabitants  of  Chincoteague  Island,  which  is  a 
part  of  the  county  of  Accomac,  Ya.,with  150  voters,  are,  beyond  doubt, 
true  and  loyal.  No  other  Hag  than  our  own  has,  up  to  this  time,  been 
allowed  by  them  to  float  over  it,  and  that  has  been  kept  displayed  on  a 
high  pole  on  all  occasions  when  the  weather,  etc.,  would  permit.  They 
are  generally  poor, and  oystering  is  almost  their  sole  occupation,  for  the 
soil  is  too  bad  to  afford  returns  of  value.  They  now  not  oidy  ask  for 
protection,  but  also  for  permission  to  carry  their  oysters  to  Philadelphia 
and  New  York,  and  to  bring  back  in  exchange  such  goods  as  they 
require  exclusively  for  their  own  use.  I  have  directed  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Murray  to  extend  to  them  protection,  but  with  regard  to 
allowing  them  to  trade  as  requested  I  beg  the  instructions  of  the 
Department. 

No  harm,  in  my  opinion,  can  arise  from  it  if  supervised  by  one  of  our 
cruisers,  and  unless  they  can  be  allowed  this  indulgence  great  suffering 
must  ensue. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  1).  C. 

[Enclosures.] 

IT.  S.  S.  Louisiana, 

Chincoteague  Island,  October  15.  1861. 

Flag-Officer:  The  people  of  this  island,  desiring  all  the  benefits  of 
the  proclamation  of  the  16th  of  August,  1861,  and  having  procured 
licenses  with  “ permission  to  trade  with  such  parts  of  the  United  States 
not  in  insurrection,” are  about  to  wait  ou  you  to  represent  their  condition. 
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I  have  not  thought  proper  to  withhold  my  consent,  but  have  sent  an 
officer  and  secured  safe  conduct  to  and  fro. 

I  think  there  is  a  special  propriety  in  the  course  of  these  islanders, 
and  some  means  should  be  devised  by  the  Government  to  retain  a  point 
which  in  a  military  view  is  so  commanding. 

I  have  cut  off  all  intercourse  through  this  inlet  with  the  mainland  of 
V  irginia. 

Third  Assistant  Engineer  J.  W.  Huxley  is  directed  to  go  aud  return 
m  the  Gertrude. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Murray, 

_  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commander  in  Chief  Blockading  Squadron. 


Chincoteague  Island,  October  15, 1861. 

Sir:  We,  the  citizens  of  Chincoteague  Island,  Virginia,  do  respect¬ 
fully  represent  that  we  are  law-abiding  people,  attached  firmly  to  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States  of  America; 

That  by  interest  and  affection  we  cling  to  the  Union; 

That  we  are  united  as  one  man  in  our  abhorrence  of  the  secession 
heresy; 

That  we  have  upheld  the  old  flag  in  spite  of  many  menaces  from  our 
secession  neighbors ; 

That  the  opportune  arrival  of  the  war  steamer  commanded  by  Captain 
Murray,  whose  energetic  measures  alone  saved  us  from  subjugation,  the 
enemy  having  mustered  on  the  opposite  shore  for  that  purpose; 

And  that  the  withdrawal  of  the  steamer,  for  one  day  leaving  us  with¬ 
out  a  substitute,  would  subject  us  to  dangers  which  we  contemplate 
with  horror; 

And  finally  that  we  have  delegated  W.H.  Watson  &  Co.  to  represent 
in  person  what  we  have  so  feebly  attempted  on  paper,  and  to  ask  con¬ 
tinued  protectiou,  etc. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  [servants], 

John  A.  M.  Whe Alton, 
James  G.  Connor. 

[In  behalf  of  806  inhabitants.] 

Flag-Officer  of  the  Blockading  Squadron. 


U.  S.  S.  Louisiana, 
Chincoteague  Inlet,  October  15,  1861. 

Flag-Officer:  I  enclose  the  oath,  as  taken  in  my  presence  under 
the  flagstaff,  Island  of  Chincoteague,  yesterday. 

It  is  not  complete,  being  150  voters,  but  many  were  not  apprised  of 
what  was  transpiring,  living  in  distant  parts  of  the  island;  they  are 
forthcoming. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Murray, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commander  in  Chief  Blockading  Squadron, 

N  W  r— vol  6 - 22 
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[Subenclosure.]  v 

Oath. 

We  do  solemnly  swear,  or  affirm  (as  the  case  may  be),  that  we  will  bear 
true  allegiance  to  the  United  States  of  America,  and  that  we  will  serve 
them  honestly  and  faithfully,  without  any  mental  reservation,  against 
all  their  enemies  or  opposers  whatsoever;  and  that  we  will  obey  tne 
laws  and  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  So  help  us 
God.  , . 

has 

Henry  x  Birch. 

mark 

his 

Thomas  x  Birch. 

mark 

his 

John  x  Birch. 

mark 

his 

John  x  Burtwhedellin. 

mark 

Witness  for  all  these: 

Alfred  Hopkins, 

Lieutenant ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

John  P.  Smead.  George  Meyers. 

James  Mumford.  Thomas  Snead. 

Witness : 

A.  Murray. 


Wm.  Birch. 
Littleton  B.  Hill. 
Littleton  Bowden. 

I.  A.  Hill. 

Miles  B.  Thornton. 
Wm.  M.  Freeman. 

Ed.  Hall. 

Tho.  Hall. 

Geo.  Hall. 

Richard  Reynolds. 
Wm.  Thornton. 

Eli  Russell. 

Henry  Hopkins. 
Danl.  Wheaton. 
Henry  Boston. 
Henry  Savage. 

John  Mercer. 

Eddie  Carter. 

John  Beebe. 
Theodore  Young. 
Sami,.  M.  Matthews. 
Wm.  Juster,  Jr. 
Chas.  Bradford. 

J.  G.  Conner. 

Capt.  Shelley. 

Wm.  Whutson. 

Asa  Quillin. 

Wm.  Turner. 

Wm.  Tatum. 

Wm.  Lynch. 


I.  T.  Jones. 

J.  T.  Meers. 

J.  O.  Sharpley. 

Dr.  Geo.  Scherer. 
Richd.  Bloxon. 

J.  H.  Low. 

Griffin  Wimtro. 
Henry  W.  Clayville. 
James  Cliff. 

Danl.  Birch. 

Wm.  Crapper. 

JO  SI  AH  HOLSTON. 

Revel  Carpenter. 
Chas.  E.  Bavitt. 
Isaac  Lewis. 
Covington  Booth. 
John  Jones. 

John  Booth. 

John  Russell. 

Isaac  Shirk. 

Wm.  Bowen. 

David  Steelman. 
Thos.  Bowen. 

Henry  Pevrull. 
Henry  Wyatt. 
Henry  Turner. 

John  C.  Chase. 

Jas.  C.  Birch. 

John  Ayres. 

Wm.  Mason. 
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*  James  Ayres. 

Chas.  S.  Dickinson. 
Peyrull  Davis. 

Jaimes  Jones. 

Edwd.  T.  Whaley. 
Wm.  Ouley. 

John  W.  Sharpley. 
James  Pain. 

John  L.  Tarpen. 
James  Snead. 

Wm.  Sharpley. 

Wm.  Clayville. 

Danl.  Lewis. 

John  Lewis,  of  E. 
Randall  Mason. 
Kendell  Thornton. 

I.  W.  Sharpley. 

John  D.  Whelton,  Jr. 
Isaac  Jester. 

Geo.  T.  Young. 
Timothy  Hill. 

James  Jester. 

Robt.  Snead. 

Wm.  Watson. 

Edwd.  Jones. 

Leyen.  Holston. 

John  Johnston. 

Witness  to  123  signatures: 

A.  Murray, 

Lieutenant ,  V.  S.  Navy. 


John  Watson. 
Parker  Bowden. 
John  Jester. 

W.  J.  Poter. 

L.  P.  Pruit. 

Dr.  Hudso. 

Joshua  W.  Birch. 
Burton  Jones. 

James  Thornton. 
Josiah  Johnston. 
William  Townson. 
Geo.  Birch. 

Oapt.  Chas.  S.  Jester. 
Wm.  Booth. 

Geo.  R.  Porter. 

Wm.  J.  Adams. 

John  B.  Wheaton. 
Wm.  Risley. 

John  Reed. 

Wm.  Thornton. 

Geo.  Ridgley. 

Mason  D.  Townson. 
James  Pointer. 

James  Mason. 

David  Pointer. 

John  Edw.  Jones. 
Wm.  Jester. 


David  Lewis. 

Joseph  Andrews. 
Richard  Carpenter. 
Orippen  Bowden,  Sr. 
Elijah  Bloxom. 
Orippen  Bowden,  Jr. 
Witness: 

W.  W.  Williams, 

Paymaster. 


Robt.  Watson. 
Henry  Pruit. 
James  Tracy. 

Wm.  Adams. 
Kendall  Monger. 
Geo.  Clayville. 


Sworn  to  the  oath  of  allegiance  October  15,  1861. 

A.  Murray. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldshorougli ,  U.  8. 
Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  U.  8.  8. 
Powhatan. 

Navy  Department,  October  17,  1861. 
Sir:  The  services  of  the  Powhatan  are  required  here,  and  you  will 
please  send  her  to  the  Washington  navy  yard  as  soon  as  convenient. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 
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Revort  of  Flag-  Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron ,  of  the  arrival  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Font  m  Hamp¬ 
ton  Roads  with  a  portion  of  his  fleet. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads ,  October  18 ,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  here  this  morning  of 
Flag-Officer  Du  Pont  with  the  Wabash,  Florida ,  Augusta ,  Alabama, 
Unadilla,  Ottawa,  and  Seneca. . 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G. 


Report  of  Captain  Marston,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  RoanoJce, 
regarding  the  examination  of  the  schooner  Evelyn. 

U.  S.  S.  Roanoke, 

Off  Charleston,  S.  G.,  October  18,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  1:30  a.  in.  this  day  I  discov¬ 
ered  a  schooner  in  the  offing  under  easy  sail.  She  proved  to  be  the 
English  schooner  Evelyn,  from  Nassau,  bound  to  Baltimore,  with  coffee, 
molasses,  turtle,  etc.  The  owner  (who  was  on  board)  and  the  captain 
represented  that  they  had  experienced  heavy  weather  before  which 
they  had  been  obliged  to  scud,  and  wished  assistance,  as  their  sails 
were  split,  caboose  broken  to  pieces,  etc.,  all  of  which  were  repaired  for 
them.  The  papers  of  the  Evelyn  were  regular,  except  the  register, 
which  said  that  the  owner,  Henry  Augustus  McCloud,  was  “of  Charles¬ 
ton,  S.  C.,”  but  as  by  the  laws  of  England  no  one  but  an  English  subject 
can  own  an  English  vessel,  it  was  prima  facie  evidence  that  he  was  an 
Englishman. 

I  felt  greatly  inclined  to  send  the  Evelyn  in,  but,  as  the  gmount  of 
the  cargo  was  small  and  as  there  was  much  doubt  in  my  mind  as  to 
the  correctness  of  my  so  doing,  I  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  run  the 
risk  of  infringing  on  the  rights  of  a  neutral,  with  whom  it  was  our 
policy  to  cultivate  friendly  feelings.  I  therefore  endorsed  her  papers 
and  allowed  her  to  proceed. 

I  would  remark  that  the  Evelyn's  log  book,  which  was  brought  on 
board  to  me,  contained  the  following  entry  under  this  day’s  date: 

At  2 : 30  a.  m.  was  hove  to  by  a  guu  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Flag ,  an  armed  crew  put  on 
board,  without  knowing  anything  of  where  from  or  where  bound,  nor  asking  for 
papers. 

Captain  Sartori  reports  to  me  that  he  hailed  the  Evelyn,  asking 
where  from  and  where  bound,  and  on  boarding  her  llis  officers  asked 
for  the  papers,  which  Captain  S.  sent  to  me. 

1  make  this  statement  at  Captain  Sartori’s  request. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads , 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Trencliard ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Rhode 
Island,  transmitting  copy  of  letter  found  on  ship  Isabella ,  of  Baltimore. 

U.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island, 

Off  the  Coast  of  North  Carolina ,  October  18,  1861. 
Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  the  copy  of  a  letter  found  on  board  the  ship 
Isabella,  ol  Baltimore,  from  Rotterdam,  which  vessel  was  boarded  on 
the  night  of  the  14th  instant,  20  miles  south  of  Cape  Henry. 

The  letter  reterred  to  was  found  among  the  ship  s  papers,  and  as  it 
expresses  disloyal  sentiments,  I  deemed  it  proper  to  make  and  trans- 
mit  you  a  copy,  in  order  that  the  information  may  be  furnished  the 
-Navy  Department. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Stephen  D.  Trenchard, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


[Enclosure.] 


Baltimore,  June  18,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  I  received  your  letter  from  the  cape,  and  hope  you  may 
by  this  time  be  safe  at  Rotterdam.  I  need  not  give  you  any  particulars 
of  the  state  of  the  country,  as  you  will  learn  them  through  the  public 
papers,  and  I  can  only  inform  you  that  immense  forces  are  concentrat¬ 
ing  on  both  sides  and  a  grand  and  sanguinary  battle  must  soon  be 
fought,  and  no  one  in  this  latitude  doubts  that  victory,  complete  and 
glorious,  will  crown  the  efforts  of  the  South.  I  presume  there  will  be 
no  business  worth  accepting  or  attainable  for  the  ship,  and  consequently 
you  will  have  no  alternative  but  to  return  to  this  port  in  ballast,  and  I 
hope  that  on  your  arrival  to  find  some  employment  from  here,  which  is 
now  pretty  good  for  Baltimore  ships,  which  are  now  preferred  to  Eastern 
ships,  in  consequence  of  being  exempted  from  capture  by  Southern 
privateers,  and  I  am  now  loading  the  Ellen  Stewart  at  30  shillings  and 
hope  to  send  the  Casilda  after  her.  After  disbursing  the  ship,  remit 
the  balance  as  usual  to  Brown,  Shipley  &  Co.,  Liverpool. 

Yery  respectfully, 

Benj.  M.  Hodge,  Jr. 

Captain  J.  E.  Allen, 

Rotterdam. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  U.  S.  S. 
Stepping  Stones. 

Navy  Department,  October  18, 1861. 
Sir:  Send  the  ferryboat  Stepping  Stones  into  the  Potomac,  to  report 
to  Captain  Craven. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  contra¬ 
bands. 


Navy  Department,  October  18, 1861. 

Sir  :  Instructions  liave  been  given  to  Commander  Glisson,  at  Lalti- 
more,  to  send  the  contrabands  now  on  board  the  Mount  Vernon  to 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  to  be  delivered  to  you  for  service  in  the 
squadron  now  fitting  out.  Therefore,  on  their  arrival,  you  will  dispose 

of  them  accordingly. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

?  *  7  Gideon  Welles. 


Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Hoads. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Werden,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Stars 
and  Stripes,  regarding  prisoners  captured  on  the  schooner  Baltimore. 

U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes, 

Hatteras  Inlet,  October  19,  1861. 

Sir  :  Captain  Chauncey  informed  you  some  time  since  of  the  capture 
of  the  schooner  Baltimore,  off  Cape  Hatteras.  The  vessel  was  leaking 
badly  when  taken,  and  when  brought  inside  the  inlet  was  run  ashore 
to  prevent  her  from  sinking.  Her  cargo,  which  consists  of  sugar,  coffee, 
rum,  and  salt,  is  so  injured  by  salt  water  that  it  is  ot  no  value ;  the  v  es- 
sel  can  not  be  got  afloat.  I  request  to  know  what  I  am  to  do  with  the 
three  prisoners  that  were  left  on  board  the  schooner.  One  of  them 
claims  to  be,  and  is,  I  believe,  an  Englishman;  another  is  a  boy  under 
the  age  of  20,  from  this  neighborhood,  and  the  third  is  a  colored  boy 
(free)  from  the  island  of  St.  Martin,  West  Indies.  The  latter  is  desirous 
of  serving  on  board  this  vessel,  and  it  there  is  no  objection  I  would 
like  to  ship  him. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Werden, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


[Endorsement.] 

Ship  the  colored  boy,  if  he  wishes  to  be  with  you.  Send  the  other 
two  up  here  in  the  Spaulding,  to  go  where  they  please,  without  any 
claim,  however,  upon  us,  unless  they  would  prefer  to  join  the  service 
and  also  remain  with  you. 


L.  M.  G. 
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Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  TJ.  S.Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 

Blockading  Squadron,  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 

the  transfer  of  certain  vessels  to  duty  in  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading 

Squadron. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads ,  October  19, 1861. 

Sir:  I  am  directed  by  tbe  Navy  Department  to  place  the  following 
vessels  under  your  command  upon  your  departure  from  these  roads: 

Frigate  Sabine,  Captain  Ringgold,  blockading  off  Georgetown,  S.  C. 

Sloop  Yandalia,  Commander  Lee,  blockading  off  Bulks  Bay. 

Steamer  Flag,  Commander  Sartori,  blockading  off  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Sloop  Savannah,  Commander  Missroon,  blockading  off  Savannah,  Ga. 

Frigate  St.  Lawrence,  Captain  Purviance,  blockading  off  St.  Simon’s, 
Ga. 

Sloop  Dale,  Commander  Yard,  blockading  off  Fernandina,  Fla. 

I  herewith  enclose  orders  to  the  officers  commanding  them  on  the 
subject. 

The  steamer  Monticello  is  now  off  Savannah,  assisting  the  sloop 
Savannah  to  blockade  that  place 5  but,  as  she  is  not  to  be  one  of  your 
squadron,  and  I  need  her  services  very  much,  will  you  be  good  enough, 
on  having  her  relieved  as  early  as  practicable,  to  direct  her  commander 
to  proceed  off  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  to  take  the  place  of  the  Gemsbok,  and 
to  say  to  the  senior  officer  off  there  that  I  wish  the  Gemsbok  sent  off 
Beaufort  N.  C.,  to  blockade. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


[Enclosure.] 


U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  October  19,  1861. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  placed  under  the  orders  of  Flag-Officer  S.  F. 
Du  Pont,  commanding  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  from 
whom,  hereafter,  you  will  receive  such  instructions  concerning  your 
command  as  he  may  deem  expedient. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

(A  copy  of  above  written  to  the  following  officers  in  command :  Captain 
Ringgold,  Sabine-,  Commander  Sartori,  Flag ;  Commander  Missroon, 
Savannah ;  Captain  Purviance,  St.  Lawrence ;  Commander  Yard,  Dale; 
Captain  Lardner,  Susquehanna ;  Commander  Lee,  Yandalia.) 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  the  capture  of  English  brig  Ariel. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads ,  October  38,  1861. 

Sir:  On  the  20th  instant,  off  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  the  Gemsbok  cap¬ 
tured  the  English  brig  Ariel ,  from  Liverpool,  loaded  ostensibly  with 
salt,  in  attempting  to  get  into  that  place  after  her  papers  had  been 
endorsed  by  the  Sabine  off’  Georgetown.  Her  captain,  the  commander 
of  the  Gemsbok  says,  admits  that  it  was  his  intention  to  get  into  Wil¬ 
mington  if  he  could.  Other  things  may  be  stowed  away  among  her 
salt.  The  prize  master  is  Acting  Master  J.E.Giddings.  I  have  ordered 
him  to  take  the  vessel  to  Philadelphia,  and  she  is  now  underway  for 
that  place.  She  ought  not  to  have  been  sent  in  here,  but  at  once 
ordered  to  a  port  where  judicial  proceedings  may  be  held. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  G. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Werden,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Stars 
and  Stripes,  regarding  the  movement  of  Confederate  vessels  in  Hatteras 
Inlet,  and  transmitting  enclosure  regarding  the  blocking  of  Ocracoke 
Inlet,  North  Carolina,  by  sinking  vessels  loaded  with  stone. 

U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes, 
Hatteras  Inlet,  October  20,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  since  my  last  communica¬ 
tion  of  the  13th  instant,  the  enemy  in  force,  varying  from  two  to  six 
steamers,  have  been  almost  daily  in  sight  in  the  direction  of  Roanoke 
Island  and  Chickamicomico,  so  that  I  have  not  considered  it  prudent  to 
send  the  Fntnam  and  Ceres  across  the  bulkhead  down  the  sound  with 
their  present  commanders.  On  the  14th  instant  I  received  several 
notes  from  General  Williams,  now  in  command  here,  apprising  me  of 
the  approach  of  the  enemy  by  laud,  and  asking  for  assistance.  The 
letters  were  not  received  until  after  sunset,  so  that  it  was  not  before 
morning  that  I  was  able  to  cross  the  bar,  when  with  this  vessel  and  the 
Underwriter  I  proceeded  to  Cape  Hatteras.  I  discovered  but  one 
steamer  in  the  sound,  supposed  to  be  the  Coffee,  of  the  Confederate 
service.  I  fired  a  shot  across  the  sound  to  ascertain  if  the  enemy  were 
there,  and  with  good  result,  as  immediately  after  this  steamer,  with 
four  others,  stood  out  into  the  bay  and  steamed  down  until  in  plain 
sight  of  the  shipping  in  the  inlet.  After  remaining  off  here  some  time, 
they  disappeared,  crossing  the  sound,  and  have  not  been  seen  since  in 
any  number.  What  their  object  can  be  I  have  no  knowledge,  unless  it  is 
to  destroy  the  light  house.  The  weather  lately  has  not  been  favorable 
for  any  movement  toward  Ocracoke.  So  soon  as  it  is,  I  shall  send 
steamer  Underwriter  there,  and  may  proceed  with  all  the  steamers;  but 
I  am  confident  that  I  can  accomplish  nothing  satisfactory.  All  the 
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pilots  here  inform  me  that,  if  successful,  the  blocking  up  of  the  inlet 
will  be  only  temporary. 

I  herewith  transmit  the  views  of  two  of  the  best  pilots  on  this  subject. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

It.  Werden, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Boads. 


[Enclosure.] 

Hatteras  Inlet,  October  16, 1861. 

Sir:  You  have  asked  my  opinion  in  regard  to  stopping  up  the  inlet 
ol  Ocracoke.  In  answer  to  which  I  give  it  as  my  positive  opinion  that 
it  can  not  be  done  effectually.  As  a  body  of  water  as  large  as  the  Pam¬ 
lico  Sound,  including  the  Albemarle  and  its  tributaries,  which  all  flow 
into  the  Pamlico  Sound,  must  and  will  have  several  outlets,  and  as  there 
is  a  large  body  of  the  Pamlico  Sound  to  the  westward  of  Ocracoke, 
there  must  and  has  been  a  navigable  inlet  for  more  than  a  century,  and 
I  consider  any  attempt  to  block  it  up  by  sinking  vessels  would  only  be 
of  short  duration,  not  lasting  thirty  days,  before  there  would  be  as 
good  navigation  as  ever.  As  an  instance,  in  1857,  I  saw  a  vessel  bilge 
and  sink  on  an  anchor  in  the  Swash  Channel,  lying  directly  across  it, 
entirely  blocking  it  up,  and  in  one  week  a  channel  cut  out  around  her 
stern  and  the  navigation  was  as  good  as  ever,  where  before  she  sunk 
there  were  not  3  feet  water.  From  my  experience  and  knowledge  of  the 
bottom,  which  is  shifting  sand,  I  deem  it  entirely  impracticable. 

Yours,  with  respect, 

Jacob  Westervelt, 

Pilot  of  U.  S.  S.  Ceres. 

R.  Werden, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes. 


I  fully  concur  in  the  above. 


Thomas  Smith, 

Pilot. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Lowry ,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Under¬ 
writer,  regarding  the  condition  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Steam  Tug  Underwriter, 
Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  October  20,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  bring  to  your  notice,  as  the  senior  offi¬ 
cer  at  this  station,  and  through  you  to  the  flag-officer  commanding,  the 
condition  of  this  vessel.  I  find  from  my  own  observation  that  the  ves¬ 
sel  is  defective  in  many  points.  I  enclose  to  you  a  report  of  the  officers 
of  this  vessel,  in  response  to  an  order  of  mine,  also  enclosed.  I  would 
say  in  addition  that  the  ground  tackle,  anchors,  and  bitts  of  the  vessel 
are  insufficient  to  enable  her,  with  her  lofty  wheelhouses,  great  smoke¬ 
stack,  and  the  deep  hold  her  wheels  have  in  the  water,  to  ride  out  the 
strong  and  frequent  gales  and  currents  of  unusual  swiftness  which  pre¬ 
vail  at  this  inlet.  While  this  vessel  was  replanked  at  the  bow  and 
stern,  the  amidships  were  left  untouched.  The  whole  midship  frame  is 
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weak  and  rotten.  The  water  dashes  into  the  ship  through  the  guard 
beams,  and  this  renders  the  vessel  unseaworthy.  There  are  no  means 
of  pumping  a  leak  except  with  the  engine  bilge  injection.  In  a  mod¬ 
erate  seaway  the  Underwriter  could  not  live  any  time.  Her  valu¬ 
able  battery  is  at  all  times  jeopardized.  If  in  your  power,  I  request  you 
will  order  a  survey  upon  the  vessel. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

’  R.  B.  Lowry, 

Lieutenant ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  Commanding  Underwriter. 

Lieutenant  Reed  Weeden, 

U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes,  Senior  Naval  Officer,  Eatteras  Inlet. 


Correspondence  regarding  the  detention  of  the  Winans  tank. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U,  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

transmitting  enclosure. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  October  20,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  drawing  and  descrip¬ 
tion  of  an  iron  concern  which  was  towed  into  this  place  yesterday  at 
sundown  by  a  very  small  steam  tug,  called  the  Ajax,  from  Baltimore. 

It  belongs,  it  seems,  to  a  Mr.  Winans,  of  that  place,  and  the  ostensi¬ 
ble  object  is  to  have  it  filled  with  salt  water,  off  Cape  Henry,  in  order 
to  carry  out  some  steam  experiments. 

I  have  no  particular  reasons  to  suppose  that  there  is  any  want  of 
good  faith  in  these  pretensions,  but  the  construction  of  the  thing  is  so 
remarkable,  and  it  could  be  so  easily  converted  into  an  instrument  of 
destruction  if  possessed  by  the  enemy,  even  by  accident,  that  I  have 
thought  proper  to  forbid  its  being  carried  away  from  here,  except  by 
your  authority.  In  going  from  this  to  Cape  Henry  it  might  get  adrift 
from  the  tug,  and  thus  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  insurgents,  who  could 
readily,  with  its  small  draft  of  water,  tow  it  up  to  Norfolk  at  night, 
close  along  shore,  there  prepare  it  with  explosive  materials,  and  then 
try  to  use  it  against  us  as  an  infernal  machine. 

By  the  custom-house  permit,  a  copy  of  which  I  herewith  enclose,  you 
will  perceive  that  it  was  good  only  until  the  20th  instant.  In  my 
judgment  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  allow  this  tank  to  go  elsewhere 
than  back  to  Baltimore.  Surely  the  experiments  can  be  deferred  until 
a  happier  state  of  things  may  exist,  and  when  they  may  be  carried  out 
as  desired  without  giving  rise  to  any  apprehensions  on  our  part. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  1).  C. 


[Enclosures.] 

Custom-House, 
Baltimore,  October  17,  1861. 

The  steam  tug  Ajax ,  whereof  J.  M.  Shaw  is  master,  is  hereby  per¬ 
mitted  to  [go  to]  Cape  Henry  with  a  tank  in  tow  for  salt  water  and 
return,  but  at  no  time  or  place,  or  under  any  circumstances  whatever, 
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to  receive  on  board  any  goods  for  the  States  in  rebellion,  or  allow  any 
other  person  or  persons  to  use  said  vessel  for  such  purpose;  nor  shall 
said  vessel  be  allowed  to  touch  any  coast  south  of  Maryland,  and  in 
no  instance  to  board,  or  allow  anyone  else  to  board,  any  foreign  vessel 
for  any  purpose  whatever,  either  going  or  returning,  nor  to  take  on 
board  any  passenger,  baggage,  or  goods  of  any  kind  from  said  vessels, 
without  a  special  permit  from  the  custom-house,  under  the  penalty  of  the 
confiscation  of  said  vessel,  per  act  of  Congress  approved  July  13, 1861. 

This  permit  to  be  good  until  the  20th  day  of  October,  instant. 

C.  M.  Jameson, 
Deputy  Collector. 


U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads ,  October  20,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  have  inspected  the  vessel  that 
arrived  yesterday  in  tow  of  the  towboat  Ajax,  and  respectfully  present 
the  annexed  sketch  and  report: 

The  sketch  will  show  the  shape  and  internal  arrangement  of  the  vessel. 
The  shell  is  of  iron,  one  fourth  of  an  inch  in  thickness,  butt  jointed,  with 
plates  on  the  inside,  the  outside  countersunk  for  rivets. 

The  compartments,  except  the  center  one,  are  entirely  empty,  and 
have  no  communication  with  each  other  but  by  small  air  tubes  three- 
fourths  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  which  lead  from  each  division  to  the 
center  one. 

Referring  to  the  sketch,  A  is  the  center  compartment,  which  is  sub¬ 
divided  by  a  horizontal  bulkhead  or  deck,  placed  about  15  inches  below 
the  axis  of  the  vessel.  This  is  converted  into  a  cabin  (the  upper  portion), 
and  contains  two  berths,  two  lockers,  a  table,  and  2  barrels  of  water. 
This  being  the  only  portion  of  the  vessel  every  part  of  which  was  not 
visible  at  once,  I  examined  it  very  thoroughly,  and  found  nothing  but 
what  was  necessary  for  the  accommodation  of  the  two  or  three  persons 
in  charge. 

The  other  compartments  are  marked  B.  0  is  the  entrance  to  the 
cabin.  The  steering  wheel  is  placed  at  the  mouth  of  this  tower.  The 
rudder  is  represented  at  D.  Each  compartment  has  a  water-tight  man¬ 
hole  plate  on  the  upper  side  of  the  shell,  and  a  seacock,  marked  b,  for 
admitting  water  from  outside,  opened  and  closed  by  handles  on  the  top 
of  shell. 

Stanchions  are  placed  at  intervals  on  the  top,  through  which  a  man- 
rope  is  stretched. 

I  am  informed  by  the  engineer  in  charge  that  the  vessel  is  made  of 
the  two  original  ends  of  the  Winans  cigar  boat,  that  have  been  joined 
together,  forming  a  tank  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  sea  water  from 
outside  Cape  Henry  to  Baltimore,  where  the  Winans  Steamboat  Com¬ 
pany  intend  trying  a  set  of  experiments  to  ascertain  if  there  is  any 
greater  amount  of  deposit  of  scale  in  marine  boilers  with  steam  at  high 
pressures  than  at  low  ones,  with  a  view  of  deciding  upon  the  machinery 
for  the  Winans  steamboat. 

I  discovered  nothing  in  the  vessel  inconsistent  with  this  design. 

Very  respectfully, 


Chas.  H.  Boring, 
Chief  Engineer,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborottgh, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


[Subenclosure.] 
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[Telegram.] 


Fort  McHenry,  October  21, 1861. 
^  ir.011  water  tank,  pointed  at  both  ends,  was  sent  to  the  capes  to  be 
tilled  with  sea  water  for  the  purpose  of  being  brought  back  to  the 
f  mans  shipyard  here,  in  order  to  test  the  applicability  of  salt  water 
to  high-pressure  steam.  It  has  been  seized  by  the  commander  of  the 
fleet  at  Fort  Monroe  and  detained  with  the  tug  that  towed  it  down  the 
bay.  v\  e  know  all  about  it,  and  if  you  will  order  it  released  and  allow 
it  to  come  back  you  will  aid  the  cause  of  science,  and  the  police  will 
see  that  it  is  not  applied  to  any  use  hostile  to  the  Government. 

Your  answer,  by  telegraph,  before  4  o’clock  will  be  in  time  for  the 
evening’s  boat. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


John  A.  Dix, 
Major-  General. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Dix,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  Pennsylvania,  to  Flag- 
Officer  Goldsborough,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  transmitting 
instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  N^vy.  6 


Headquarters  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Baltimore,  Md.,  October  21,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  the  following  dispatch  from  the  Navy  De¬ 
partment  : 


Washington,  October  21, 1861. 

The  commander  of  the  fleet  at  Fortress  Monroe  may  release  the  tug  and  tank  unon 
your  written  order.  1 

Gideon  Welles, 

Major-General  John  A.  Dix.  Secretary  of  2\avy. 

You  will  please,  therefore,  allow  the  tug  to  take  the  tank  to  the  capes 
or  vicinity,  to  be  filled  with  sea  water  and  to  be  towed  back  to  this 
city  for  the  proposed  experiments  in  testing  the  applicability  of  salt 
water  to  high-pressure  steam. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  Dix, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 

Commander  of  the  Fleet, 

Fort  Monroe. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

FTavy  Department,  October  23, 1861. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  No.  26,  dated  October  20,  has  been  received,  with 
enclosures  relative  to  the  tank  belonging  to  the  Winans  Steamboat 
Company. 

On  representations  and  application  from  General  Dix,  permission  was 
granted  before  your  letter  was  received,  or  the  Department  would  have 
hesitated  before  giving  leave  for  the  tank  to  be  taken  after  sea  water. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 
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Permit  from  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

to  the  master  of  the  tug  Ajax. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Hoads ,  October  22, 1861. 

Sir-  You  are  at  liberty  to  depart  from  this  with  the  tug  Ajax,  under 
your  command,  and  the  iron  tank  you  towed  down  from  Baltimore  on 
the  19th  instant,  and  proceed  with  the  latter  to  Cape  Henry  or  its 
vicinity,  for  the  purpose  of  filling  it  with  sea  water  and  then  towing  it 
back  to  Baltimore.  I  return  you  herewith  your  custom-house  permit. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Shaw, 

Master  of  the  Tug  Ajax,  Hampton  Hoads. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
'  to  Major-General  Dix,  TJ.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  Pennsylvania. 


Confidential.] 


U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Hoads,  October  26,  1861. 


General  :  May  I  take  the  liberty  of  enquiring  of  you  whether  the 
tank,  about  which  you  wrote  me  on  the  21st  instant,  has  returned  to 
Baltimore?  In  my  judgment,  that  affair  ought  to  be  very  closely 
watched  and  not  permitted  to  leave  Baltimore  again.  Surely  the 
experiments  of  testing  the  applicability  of  salt  water  to  high-pressure 
steam  can  be  conveniently  deferred  to  a  more  propitious  time  for  con¬ 
ducting  them.  Were  the  tank  to  get  adrift  from  a  tug,  and  thus  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  insurgents,  disastrous  consequences  might  ensue, 
as  from  the  nature  of  its  construction  it  could  very  readily  be  converted 
into  an  engine  of  destruction.  I  had  a  drawing  made  of  the  tug  while 
it  was  detained  here  by  my  orders,  and  therefore  speak  with  full  infor¬ 
mation  concerning  its  construction. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Major-General  John  A.  Dix, 

Commanding  Department  of  Pennsylvania ,  Baltimore,  Md. 


Letter  from  Flag-  Officer  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmit¬ 
ting  request  for  the  presence  of  a  gunboat  in  the  James  River. 

October  21, 1861. 

My  Dear  Du  Pont  :  I  send  you  the  accompanying  telegram,  just 
received  from  Newport  News  and  sent  to  me  a  moment  since  by  Gen 
eral  Wool.  An  attack  is  going  on  there.  I  beg  you  to  send  one  of 
your  light-draft  gunboats  to  the  James  River,  as  General  Phelps 
requests.  Let  her,  however,  before  going  up  the  river,  communicate 
with  either  the  Congress  or  Cumberland  and  ascertain  where  the  enemy’s 
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steamers  are— the  Jamestown  and  the  Yorktown.  They  generally  hover 
about  not  far  above  Newport  News. 

I,  as  you  are  aware,  have  no  gunboat  here  under  my  immediate 
command. 

In  great  haste,  yours,  most  faithfully, 


Flag-Officer  Du  Pont. 


L.  M.  Goldsborough. 


I  send  you  also  General  Wool’s  letter  to  me,  so  that  you  may  the 
more  clearly  understand  the  whole  case. 


[Enclosure.] 

Headquarters, 

Fort  Monroe ,  October  21,  1861. 

Sir  :  Herewith  I  send  you  a  telegraphic  dispatch  from  General  Phelps. 
It  appears  that  he  has  been  attacked,  and  desires  a  light-draft  gunboat 
to  go  up  the  river.  I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  send  one. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  etc.,  John  E.  Wool, 

Major-General. 

I  lag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  Navy-. 

[Telegram.] 

October  21, 1861. 

It  would  be  well  to  send  a  light-draft  gunboat,  to  go  as  far  up  the 
river  as  possible,  and  as  near  as  possible  to  the  north  shore. 

J.  W.  Phelps. 

General  Wool. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  the  ship¬ 
ment  of  men  and  purchase  of  vessels. 

Navy  Department,  October  21, 1861. 

Sir  :  The  steamer  State  of  Maine  left  Boston  yesterday  at  1  p.  m. 
with  200  seamen,  336  ordinary  seamen,  and  64  landsmen,  to  be  delivered 
to  you  at  Hampton  Koads.  It  is  intended  that  200  of  these  men  shall 
be  detailed  for  the  Washington  yard.  Steamers  will  be  sent  for  them. 

Orders  have  been  given  for  the  purchase  of  two  tugs,  and  for  them 
to  be  sent  immediately  to  you,  without  armament;  also  two  vessels 
similar  to  the  Stepping  Stones. 

There  is  a  fine  sloop  here  belonging  to  the  Light-House  Board,  capa¬ 
ble  of  holding  four  80-pounder  rifled  guns.  Do  you  wish  her  sent 
to  you  ? 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  importa¬ 
tion  of  army  cloth  into  the  Confederate  States. 


Navy  Department,  October  21, 1861. 
Sir  :  Information  has  been  received  from  a  source  deemed  reliable 
that  the  States  in  rebellion  have  made  a  contract  with  the  manufac- 
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turers  at  Venders,  in  Belgium  (near  the  frontier  of  Prussia),  for  220,000 
yards  of  army  cloth.  The  contract  has  been  distributed  between  some 
six  or  eight  manufacturers.  The  cloth  is  to  be  a  mixed  color  of  blue 
and  white:  to  cost  5  francs  75  centimes  for  the  coarsest  and  7  francs 
for  the  finest  quality  the  meter;  width  l-Afty  meters ;  weight  50  to  60 
grammes  (about  U  pounds)  a  meter;  to  be  delivered  m  December 
next,  and  the  amount  of  cost  guaranteed  by  the  house  of  F.  A.  Set  e  , 
banker,  No.  70  Rue  de  Provence,  Paris.  The  contract  is  signed  by  a 
Mr.  Jules  Le  Mort,  of  the  house  of  Messrs.  Edward  Gautherms  &  Co., 

of  New  Orleans.  ,  .  ,, 

It  is  desirable  that  this  cloth  should  not  be  permitted  to  get  into  the 

States  in  insurrection. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  1  Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Gomdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Commander  Green ,  II.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  ship  James¬ 
town,  responding  to  the  Department’s  enquiries  regarding  United  States 
vessels  off  Savannah  September  4. 

U.  S.  Sloop-of-War  Jamestown, 

Off  Cape  Fear ,  October  22,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  5th  instant,  requesting  to  be  informed  what  men-of-war  I  saw  off 
Savannah  on  the  4th  of  September  ultimo,  and  the  reason  why  I  pro¬ 
ceeded  with  the  Jamestown  to  Hampton  Roads. 

I  have  respectfully  to  state  in  reply  that  I  saw  no  men-of-war  off 
Savannah,  being  on  the  day  mentioned  a  little  to  the  southward,  but 
about  70  miles  to  the  eastward  of  that  port ;  and  that  the  quantity  of 
wood  and  water  being  reduced  to  minimum  of  what,  in  my  judgment, 
might,  at  that  season  of  the  year,  be  necessary  on  the  passage  to 
Hampton  Roads,  I  took  the  ship  to  that  place  to  report  to  the  command¬ 
ing  officer  for  replenishing  the  ship’s  stores. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Green, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Livingston ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  ship 
Cumberland,  regarding  supplies  of  ammunition  for  that  vessel. 

TJ.  S.  Ship  Cumberland, 

Newport  Nexvs,  October  22]  1861. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  22d  instant,  marked  confidential,  was  received 
this  afternoon.  All  which  you  order  and  suggest  will  receive  my  careful 
attention. 

I  have  secured  my  amidship  guns,  as  you  advise.  1  have  but  100  solid 
9-inch  shot,  which  Avill  soon  be  used  up.  I  should  be  pleased  to  have 
more  supplied  me,  if  you  think  proper. 
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rlp!L^mIe?re^ni!terS  5 11 6(1  in  the  form  y°u  describe  in  the  ordnance 
S  t  at  Fortress  Monroe,  I  should  like  some  sent  me;  if  not,  I 
must  try  and  make  some.  ’  ’ 

aJ,aiT  ,of  Iny  command,  would  be  valuable  to  change  mv 
strong  tideway”  1  lttle  faith  in  si)rin8'iu8'  ship  effectually  in  this 

My  springs  are  arranged  thus:  A  hawser  is  bent  to  the  ring  of  mv 
ridmg  anchor,  stopped  to  the  bow  and  then  to  quarter;  on  the  other 
side,  a  hawser  to  chain  at  hawse,  and  to  quarter;  also  a  heavy  kedge 
with  hawser  ready  to  carry  out.  My  guns  are  all  cast  loose  at  night, 
and  one  watch  at  them.  On  the  ebb  tide  at  night  I  keep  a  guard  boat 
on  wateh  a  mile  up  the  river,  to  give  signal  of  the  approach  of  an 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Livingston, 

^  Commanding  U.  8.  S[hip\  Cumberland. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Captain  Mars  ton,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Roanoke 
of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  off  Beaufort ,  N.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Roanoke, 

Off  Beaufort ,  N.  C.,  October  23, 1861. 

Sir:  I  left  Charleston  on  the  20th  instant,  but,  in  consequence  of  a 
heavy  gale  from  the  northeast,  I  was  unable  to  reach  here  till  daylight 
this  morning.  I  have  found  the  Albatross  and  Cambridge  off  this  place 
1  he  latter  has  now  on  board  but  40  tons  of  coal,  and  as  she  will  require  24 
of  tbat  taJe  her  t0  Hampton  Roads,  I  have  thought  it  advisable,  as 
she  must  under  any  circumstances  within  a  week  go  to  that  place,  to 
allow  her  to  do  so  while  this  ship  is  here. 

r  -Prentiss  handed  me  your  orders  of  the  17th  instant,  and 

4  shall  follow  their  instructions  and  be  in  Hampton  [Roadsl  by  the 
1st  of  November.  J 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough,  Captain. 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Commander  Green,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  8.  ship 
Jamestown,  regarding  the  effects  of  a  gale  on  the  North  Carolina  coast. 

U.  S.  Sloop  of  War  Jamestown, 

Off  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  October  23,  1861. 
Sir  :  My  last  letter  was  sent  by  the  Rhode  Island.  I  ran  close  in  to 
New  Inlet  before  leaving  for  the  west  side  of  the  shoals.  Discovered  a 
sail,  which  proved  to  be  the  Gemsbok,  to  seaward.  Captain  Cavendy 
informed  me  that  he  was  out  of  officers,  [they]  having,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  his  executive,  been  sent  north  in  prizes. 

The  rough  state  of  the  weather  prevented  me  from  communicating 
with  him  until  this  morning,  when  he  came  on  board  and  informed  me 
N  w  R— vol  G - 23 
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of  his  intention  to  proceed  to  Hampton  Boads  for  officers  and  supplies. 
As  he  has  on  board  more  water  than  he  requires,  1  have  directed  nnn 
to  transfer  to  the  Young  Rover  all  his  overplus,  as  the  latter  vessel  lias 
but  eleven  days’  allowance  on  board,  and  would  be  obliged  to  go  noitti 
also  unless  supplied  with  water  here.  „  , 

During  a  gale  from  the  uorthward  and  eastward,  all  three  ot  the 
vessels  composing  the  blockading  force  off  this  place  were  driven  o  . 
The  Young  Rover  was  enabled,  by  means  ol  steam,  to  gain  a  lee  under 
the  shoals  and  maintain  the  blockade.  This  ship  and  the  Gemsbok 
were  set  by  the  current  to  the  southward  and  westward  nearly  as  tar 
as  Georgetown,  where  I  exchanged  numbers  with  the  Sabine.  We  had 
no  observation  for  two  days,  and  supposed  the  ship  to  be,  after  due 
allowance  for  drift  and  current,  50  miles  to  the  eastward  of  where 

she  was.  .  _ 

Three  negroes  escaped  in  a  boat  and  reached  the  Gemsbok.  1  he  infor¬ 
mation  they  bring  will  be  communicated  by  Captain  Cavendy.  I  have 
retained  one  of  them,  thinking  that  he  might  prove  useful  to  the  public 
service  in  this  vicinity. 

Two  good  steamers  would,  I  think,  secure  pretty  effectually  the 
blockade  of  this  place,  by  changing  to  the  east  or  west  side  of  the  reef 
during  heavy  weather.  They  would  still  be  in  sight  ol  both  entrances 
and  be  secure,  and  able  at  once  in  a  few  hours  to  resume  their  position, 
which  can  not  be  done  by  a  sailing  vessel,  owing  in  part  to  the  strong 
currents,  which  prevail  during  gales  of  wind,  setting  with  the  wind  and 
driving  a  ship  to  leeward  against  all  efforts  to  the  contrary. 

Our  carpenter,  whose  dismissal  was  received  by  the  Rhode  Island , 
takes  passage  in  the  Gemsbok ,  leaving  us  without  a  carpenter.  We  are 
also  short  of  our  complement  one  acting  master  and  two  master’s  mates. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Green, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Wavy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  transmitting  infor¬ 
mation  of  the  shipment  of  powder  from  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia ,  to  the 
Southern  States. 

Navy  Department,  October  23, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith  for  your  information  an  extract  of  a  letter 
received  by  the  Department  of  State  from  a  very  reliable  source,  in 
relation  to  the  actions  of  ex-Consul  Pillsbury,  of  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia, 
in  forwarding  powder,  etc.,  to  the  South,  packed  in  drums  of  flsh. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 

[Enclosure.] 

Strictly  confidential.]  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  October  16,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  glad  to  see,  as  I  do  by  the  Post,  that  you  are  for 
the  Union  and  against  treason.  I  wish  to  inform  you  that  there  is  a 
business  carried  on  between  this  city  and  the  South,  of  which  ex-Consul 
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Pillsbury  is  the  moving  spirit  and  chief  engineer.  I  do  not  know 
that  anything  can  be  done  to  stop  his  traitorous  course,  but  it  will  do 
no  harm  to  let  the  friends  of  the  Union  know  what  lie  is  about.  To-dav 
a  vessel  is  loading  in  this  city  with  salt  and  flsh.  Every  drum  of  fish 
contains  1  barrel  of  powder.  This  cargo  has  all  been  prepared  under 

over  of  night  and  at  Pillsbury’s  place,  1  mile  below  the  ferry,  on  the 

artinouth  side,  where  no  one  would  be  likely  to  know  what  was  going 
on.  His  movements  have  been  watched,  and  100  barrels  of  powdev 
have  been  packed,  as  above  stated.  The  vessel  is  to-day  getting  ready 
for  sea.  She  will  not  (probably)  attempt  to  run  the  blockade,  but  run 
the  old  craft  ashore  on  the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  and  land  the  cargo 
at  low  water.  Pillsbury  is  concerned  in  the  Argyle,  which  sailed  from 
tms  port  three  or  four  weeks  since,  with  a  cargo  worth  $100,000,  for 
the  South.  We  have  not  heard  from  her  yet.  The  consul  is  apprised 
of  what  is  going  on,  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  he  will  be  able  to  do 
anything,  as  it  is  a  British  vessel.  I  give  you  the  information  that  you 
may  know  what  an  ex-consul  is  capable  of  doing,  and,  if  any  measures 
can  be  taken  to  stop  him  or  get  hold  of  the  vessel  and  cargo,  that  it 
may  be  done.  Is  it  within  the  range  of  law  to  make  a  requisition  on  the 
governor  here  to  have  him  arrested  for  treason?  Or  is  he  lawless 
being  an  American  citizen  and  residing  out  of  the  country?  I  know 
what  I  write  is  true,  and  I  have  given  you  only  a  hint  of  what  he  is 
doing.  Can  you  be  instrumental  in  bringing  the  traitor  to  justice?  I 
do  not  exactly  mean  the  halter,  for  I  do  not  believe  in  capital  punish¬ 
ment,  but,  say,  to  Fort  Lafayette.  If  any  one  scoundrel  deserves  hang¬ 
ing,  I  think  Pillsbury  is  the  man.  After  feeding  at  the  national  crib 
for  eight  years  it  is  a  great  crime,  in  my  estimation,  to  turn  around  and 
kick  it  to  pieces.  If  you  think  it  best,  you  can  notify  the  “powers  that 
be”  of  what  is  going  on  here,  and  if  nothing  else  results  perhaps  they 
will  be  induced  to  be  watchful  of  everything  that  comes  from  Halifax. 
They  will  find  not  only  powder,  but  percussion  caps  and  calomel  and 
quinine  in  packages  of  fish,  etc. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

T  ^  N.  Gunnison. 

E.  Frothingham,  Esq. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Bloc-hading  Squadron,  regarding  the  trans¬ 
shipment  of  munitions  of  war  to  steamer  Fingal. 

Navy  Department,  October  24, 1861. 
Sir:  Authentic  information  has  been  received  that  a  large  quantity 
of  rifles,  powder,  swords,  and  munitions  of  various  kinds  were  shipped 
near  London  on  board  the  steamer  Colletis,  which  left  the  Thames  on 
the  29th  ultimo  for  Greenock,  Scotland,  when  her  cargo  was  to  be  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  new  iron-screw  steamer  Fingal.  The  transshipment  is 
made  to  throw  this  Government  off  its  guard.  The  Fingal  is  schooner- 
rigged,  with  two  masts,  lias  a  round  stern,  the  bust  of  a  man  for  a  head, 
lias  one  deck  and  a  poop,  is  186  feet  long  and  25  feet  wide,  and  12-,%  feet 
depth  of  hold.  She  is  British  built,  and  her  tonnage  is  a  little  short  of 
500  tons.  Her  cargo  consists  of  31,000  pounds  powder,  525,000  car 
fridges,  1,550,000  percussion  caps,  1,500  rifled  “Brown  Bessies,”  300 
sword  bayonets,  a  large  quantity  of  paper  for  cartridges,  and  other 
articles  much  needed  in  the  States  in  insurrection. 
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A  contract  lias  also  been  made  in  England  for  a  larger  amount  of 
similar  articles  to  be  shipped  by  another  vessel,  which  was  to  follow, 
within  two  weeks,  the  sailing  of  the  Fingal.  Contracts  have  also  been 
made  for  a  large  quantity  of  arms  to  be  shipped  as  occasion  offers.  The 
Fingal  will,  of  course,  sail  under  the  English  flag,  and  will  undoubtedly 
attempt  to  enter  one  of  the  Southern  ports. 

The  Department  does  not  consider  it  necessary  to  urge  you  to 
increased  watchfulness  to  prevent  this  vessel  from  landing  her  cargo. 
An  enumeration  of  the  leading  articles  on  board  of  her  is  surely  suf¬ 
ficient  to  indicate  the  importance  of  preventing  their  getting  into  the 
hands  of  the  insurrectionists  and  of  capturing  the  vessels  if  possible; 
for,  if  she  fails  in  an  attempt  to  enter  one  of  the  Southern  ports,  she 
may  proceed  to  the  West  Indies  and  land  her  cargo,  in  hopes  of  getting 
it  into  the  States  in  smaller  quantities  and  at  diflerent  times. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsbor¬ 
ough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regard¬ 
ing  the  relief  of  the  XI.  S.  S.  Susquehanna. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Hampton  Loads,  October  25,  1861. 

Sir:  I  sent  word  by  Commander  Case  that  I  would  dispatch  a 
steamer  to  relieve  the  Susquehanna. 

I  accordingly  have  to  report  that  I  immediately  dispatched  the 
Alabama,  Commander  Lanier,  to  render  more  effective  the  blockade  off 
Charleston,  but  directed  the  Susquehanna  to  remain  there  until  I  should 
get  down,  as  the  engineer  of  this  ship  says  the  accident  reported  will 
not  prevent  steaming  at  a  lower  rate  of  speed. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  [U.  S.  S.]  Minnesota. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  of  the  clearance 
from  Barbados,  West  Indies,  of  the  schooner  Edwin. 

Navy  Department,  October  25, 1861. 
Sir:  The  Secretary  of  State  has  information  from  the  U.  S.  consul 
at  Barbados  of  the  clearance  from  that  port,  nominally  for  Baltimore, 
but,  as  is  supposed,  in  reality  for  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  of  the  schooner 
Edwin.  This  vessel,  which  belonged  to  New  Berne,  has  been,  as  is 
alleged,  nominally  sold  to  Spanish  parties. 

Her  reputed  owner,  a  Mr.  Sprunt,  is  on  board  of  her  as  passenger  or 
supercargo. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 
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Report  of  Commander  Lockwood ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  8.  Lay 
light,  of  the  weak  condition  of  the  engines  of  that  vessel. 


U.  S.  Propeller  Daylight, 
Blockading  off  Cape  Henry,  Virginia ,  October  25,  1861. 

Sir:  A  report  of  tlie  engineer  of  the  state  of  the  engines  of  this 
vessel,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy,  was  made  to  Flag-Officer 
btringham,  and  as  they  are  daily  developing  weakness,  he  has  con¬ 
sidered  it  his  duty  to  call  my  attention  again  to  their  condition.  The 
most  serious  apprehensions  are  caused  by  the  looseness  of  the  pin  in 
the  trunk  of  the  port  engine,  and  should  it  give  way,  would  destroy  it 
and  possibly  drive  itself  through  the  ship’s  side  and  damage  the  engine 
several  thousand  dollars. 

It  is  impossible  to  get  at  it  for  repairs  without  taking  it  to  pieces. 

Although  it  is  weak  and  liable  to  give  way,  it  may,  with  the  risk  of 
breaking  down  at  any  moment,  continue  to  perform  its  office  imper¬ 
fectly  for  some  time. 

All  of  which  I  submit  for  your  consideration. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  Lockwood, 

T-,,  ^  T  Commander. 

blag  Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Chaplin ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Valley 
City,  regarding  the  impaired  condition  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Valley  City, 
Rappahannock  River,  October  25,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  the  smokestack  of  this 
vessel  has  burned  away  so  much  that  it  sets  fire  to  the  vessel  every 
time  we  move,  and  the  engineer  fears  that  it  may  fall  down  altogether. 
The  boilers  are  also  in  an  unsafe  condition,  and  it  is  impossible  to  carry 
necessary  steam  to  handle  the  vessel  with  any  rapidity. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Chaplin, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  TJ.  8.  tugs  N array ansett  and  Stepping 
Stones. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  October  26,  1861. 

Sir:  The  tugs  Narragansett  and  Stepping  Stones  have  both  reached 
here,  and  as  they  can  not  proceed  to  Washington,  I  shall  take  them  in 
charge  and  employ  them  for  the  public  service.  I  can  turn  them  to 
good  account. 

I  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication  received  to-day  from 
the  master  of  the  Narragansett  [  Coliasset}.  He,  with  five  men  put  tem¬ 
porarily  on  board  of  her,  returns  to  New  York  immediately. 
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If  tlie  Department  is  in  possession  of  any  papers  relating  to  the 
engineers  and  firemen  of  these  tugs,  1  should  be  glad  to  have  a  copy 
of  them.  I  am  anxious  to  ascertain  how  they  are  shipped,  or,  in  othei 
words,  the  precise  terms  of  their  engagement. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


[Endorsement.] 

Write  Captain  Goklsborough  to  send  up  the  Stepping  Stones,  and 
that  Mr.  Morgan  has  been  written  to  as  to  the  engineers  and  firemen  of 

the  Cohasset.  Write  to  Morgan.  _ 

[G.  V.  Fox.] 

[Enclosure.] 


Fortress  Monroe,  October  26,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  On  Wednesday,  23d  October,  1861,  I  left  Old  Point  in 
U.  S.  S.  Narragansett  for  Washington,  to  be  delivered  to  Captain  Dahl- 
gren.  1  proceeded  as  far  as  Mathias  Point,  was  stopped  there  by 
Lieutenant  Harrell,  of  U.  S.  S.  Union,  the  senior  officer,  and  ordered 
back  to  Old  Point.  He  said  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  go  up. 


Respectfully,  yours, 


M.  S.  Woodhull, 
Master  Steamer  Narragansett. 


Commodore  Goldsborough. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  to  Commander  Glisson,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Mount  Vernon,  to  proceed  to  Hampton  Roads  with  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  October  26,  1861. 

Sir:  The  moment  the  Mount  Vernon  is  ready  for  service  you  will 
proceed  here  with  her.  Fill  up  with  coal  and  provisions,  water,  and 
everything  necessary  for  a  cruise  at  Baltimore,  if  possible,  and  arrange 
matters  so  that  procuring  these  and  getting  them  on  board  will  involve 
no  delay  that  can  be  avoided. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Commander  O.  S.  Glisson, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mount  Vernon ,  Baltimore,  Md. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Belim ,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  bark  Braziliera ,  to  proceed  to  Beaufort,  N.  C. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads ,  October  26,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  off  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  with  the  Braziliera  and, 
on  your  arrival  there,  report  to  the  senior  naval  officer  for  duty  in  the 
blockade  of  that  port. 


ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.  359 

A  memorandum  of  vessels  intending  to  violate  the  blockade,  with 
instructions  m  reference  to  neutrals,  etc.,  is  herewith  furnished  you. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  0.  F.  W.  Behm,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  lT.  S.  Bark  Braziliera ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Escape  oj  the  C.  S.  S.  Nashville,*  from  Charleston ,  8.  C .,  October  26,  1861. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  requesting  all  information  attainable. 

Navy  Department,  December  4, 1861. 
Sir  :  The  unfortunate  escape  of  the  Nashville  from  Charleston  about 
the  1-th  of  October  last,  and  the  result  likely  to  flow  therefrom,  renders 
it  very  necessary  that  the  Department  should  be  in  possession  of  all  the 
facts  concerning  the  blockade  of  that  port  about  that  period. 

You  will  therefore  furnish  the  Department  with  all  the  information 
attainable  and  call  upon  the  senior  officer  present  off  that  port  during 
October  for  a  report  of  the  means  he  used  to  prevent  the  egress  of  this 
vessel,  which  it  was  known  by  the  public  prints  was  fitting  out. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  the  date  of  the  escape. 

Navy  Department,  December  5, 1861. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  the  letter  of  the  Department  of  yesterday,  addressed 
to  you,  iu  relation  to  the  escape  of  the  rebel  steamer  Nashville  from 
Charleston,  I  now  enclose  a  slip  from  the  newspaper,  from  which  it 
appears  that  the  vessel  left  Charleston  on  the  26th  of  October,  instead 
of  the  I2th,  as  the  Department  stated. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Captain  Marston,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Roanoke,  regarding  the  condition 

of  the  blockade  off  Charleston,  S.  C, 

TT.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Roanoke, 
Hampton  Roads,  December  5,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  the  Navy’s  letter  to  you  of  the  4th  instant,  submitted  to  me  by  you, 
asking  from  you  certain  information  relative  to  the  blockade  off 
Charleston,  S.  C.,  on  the  12th  October,  or  about  that  period,  and 

*  For  cruise  of  C.  S.  S.  Nashville,  see  Yol.  1,  p.  745. 
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would  respectfully  report  that  I  arrived  off  Charleston  in  this  ship  on 
the  2d  of  October,  where  I  found  the  U.  S.  ship  Vandalia ,  Captain  Lee, 
and  the  U.  S.  S.  Flag,  Commander  Sartori.  This  ship  was  at  once 
anchored  off  the  main  entrance  to  Charleston,  a  mile  and  a  half  (my 
pilot  says  2  miles)  nearer  than  she  had  ever  been  on  any  of  her  previous 
cruises.  The  Vandalia  was  placed  as  near  as  it  was  safe  for  her  to  lay 
at  the  northern  entrance,  and  the  Flag  still  closer  in  at  the  southern 
entrance.  On  the  8th  of  October  the  U.  S.  S.  Monticello  joined  me  as 
part  of  the  blockading  squadron,  and  she  was  immediately  placed  off 
the  northern  channel  as  being  of  lighter  draft  of  water  than  the  Van¬ 
dalia,  and  also  being  a  steamer,  she  was  enabled  to  occupy  a  position 
nearer  in. 

This  ship  continued  at  her  anchorage  above  mentioned,  never  having 
left  it,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  hours  during  the  days  of  the  14th, 
15th,  and  17th  of  October,  on  the  first  occasion  to  try  her  engine  after 
some  repairs  had  been  made  to  it,  on  the  second  to  go  to  the  rebel  ship 
Thomas  Watson,  which  had  been  captured,  and  the  last  when  there 
was  every  appearance  of  a  heavy  southeast  gale  coming  on. 

During  this  period  every  precaution  was  taken  to  prevent  the  escape 
of  any  vessel  from  Charleston,  or  the  entrance  of  others  into  that  port. 
Orders  were  given  for  all  lights  on  board  this  ship  to  be  so  placed  as 
not  to  be  visible  outside  of  her,  nor  do  I  remember  to  have  seen,  on  any 
occasion,  lights  on  board  the  other  vessels  of  the  blockade.  If  I  had  I 
should  have  taken  the  proper  notice  of  it. 

My  pilot,  Mr.  Lingo,  now  on  board,  is  confident  that  on  the  18th  of 
October  he  saw  from  aloft,  with  a  glass,  the  steamers  Nashville  and 
Isabelle  lying  at  their  wharf  in  Charleston.  On  the  20th  October  I 
left  the  anchorage  off  Charleston,  in  compliance  with  your  orders,  for 
Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Maeston, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Endorsement.] 

December  6,  1861. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Department  the  within  report 
from  Captain  Marston,  the  senior  officer  off  Charleston  on  the  12th  of 
October  last,  with  regard  to  its  letter  to  me  of  the  4th  instant,  touch¬ 
ing  the  escape  of  the  steamer  Nashville.  On  the  12th  of  October  it  will 
be  perceived  that  four  blockading  vessels  were  off  Charleston,  to  wit, 
the  Roanoke,  Flag,  Monticello,  and  Vandalia.  Besides  these  the  frigate 
Sabine  was,  at  the  same  time,  blockading  off  Bull’s  Bay,  but  a  short 
distance  from  Charleston. 

Most  respectfully, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadron,  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
requesting  further  information. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  December  6, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
the  Navy  Department,  in  relation  to  the  escape  of  the  rebel  steamer 
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Nashville  from  Charleston  in  October  last,  accompanied  by  a  printed 
extract  taken  from  the  Bermuda  Gazette  of  the  5th  of  November. 

The  Nashville ,  it  seems,  made  her  escape  on  the  26tli  of  October,  at 
which  time  Captain  Lardner  must  have  been  the  senior  officer  present. 
Will  you  be  good  enough,  therefore,  to  invite  his  attention  to  what  the 
Department  requires?  It  has  been  asserted  that  the  Nashville  availed 
of  a  light  or  lights  on  board  the  blockading  vessels  to  elude  their  vigi¬ 
lance.  The  statement  about  being  “notified  by  the  stranger  to  give 
them  more  room,”  etc.,  should,  I  think,  be  fully  explained. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadron,  regarding  request  made  for  additional  information. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  December  6, 1861. 

Sir  :  On  the  26th  of  October,  the  day  the  Nashville  is  said  to  have 
escaped  from  Charleston,  Captain  Lardner  must  have  been  the  senior 
officer  present  at  the  blockade  off  that  port.  I  have,  therefore,  this 
day  written  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  requesting  him  to  invite  Captain 
Gardner’s  attention  to  the  information  the  Department  requires  upon 
the  subject.  As  soon  as  I  am  in  possession  of  this  information  it  shall 
be  duly  forwarded. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Captain  Lardner,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna. 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna, 

Fort  Royal,  December  12,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  copy  of  a 
letter  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  addressed  to  Flag- 
Officer  Goldsborough,  stating  that  the  Nashville  escaped  from  Charles¬ 
ton  about  the  12th  of  October,  and  calling  upon  the  senior  officer  pres¬ 
ent  during  October  for  a  report  of  the  means  he  used  to  prevent  the 

egress  of  this  vessel.  ,  .  ,  , .  ,,  in,. 

The  Susquehanna  arrived  off  Charleston  for  the  first  time  on  the  19th 
of  October  and  was  anchored  off  the  channel  nearest  to  Fort  Sumter, 
the  Flag  at  the  main  ship  channel,  both  as  near  the  bar  as  safety  would 
permit:  in  which  positions  they  were  3  miles  apart,  and  the  Maffitt  s 
Channel  6  miles  to  the  northward  of  one  and  3  miles  from  the  other, 
and  the  nearest  ship  more  than  5  miles  from  Fort  Sumter  and  8  from 

Charleston.  .  „  v,  , 

The  honorable  Secretary’s  letter  contains  a  slip  from  a  Bermuda 
paper  which  has  the  pirate’s  own  statement  of  his  escape,  in  which  are 
several  manifest  falsehoods. 
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It  states  that  lie  escaped  cm  the  20th  instant  under  sail,  during  a 
northwest  gale;  the  log  book  shows  a  northeast  gale,  with  rain.  It 
states  that  he  was  assisted  by  the  lights  of  the  fleet;  there  were  but 
two  ships,  and  they  [were]  careful  never  to  show  lights.  It  states  that 
he  allowed  his  ship  to  drift  down  near  one  of  the  blockading  ships,  and 
was  warned  to  give  more  room.  To  this  last  I  can  only  say  that  if  the 
commanding  officer  was  capable  of  so  flagrant  an  outrage  to  the  serv¬ 
ice,  his  officers  and  crew,  who  are  zealous  and  vigilant,  would  not  have 
suffered  it  to  remain  unknown. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Lardner, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Port  Royal. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
transmitting  report  of  Captain  Lardner,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C .,  January  28,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  communication  from  Captain 
Lardner,  of  the  Susquehanna,  on  the  subject  of  the  escape  of  the  rebel 
steamer  Nashville  from  Charleston. 

The  Susquehanna  has  been  absent  from  this  port  on  blockading  duty, 
and  only  returned  a  few  days  ago. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna, 

Port  Royal,  January  24,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  copy  of  a 
dispatch  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  addressed  to  Flao-- 
Officer  Goldsborough,  stating  that  the  Nashville  escaped  from  Charles¬ 
ton  about  the  12th  of  October,  and  calling  upon  the  senior  officer 
present  off  that  port  during  October  for  a  report  of  the  means  he  used 
to  prevent  the  egress  of  this  vessel. 

In  reply  I  beg  to  state  that  the  Susquehanna  took  her  station  off 
Charleston  for  the  first  time  on  the  19th  of  October,  and  therefore  1 
could  know  nothing  of  this  occurrence.  In  the  honorable  Secretary’s 
letter,  however,  there  is  a  printed  slip  from  a  Bermuda  Gazette  which 
states  that  the  Nashville  escaped  on  the  26th  of  October. 

At  that  time  the  Susquehanna  was  anchored  off  the  channel  nearest 
to  I  ort  Sumter  and  the  Flag  near  the  main  ship  channel,  both  as  close 
to  the  bar  as  safety  would  permit.  One-half  the  crews  were  always  on 
deck  at  night,  the  guns  were  cleared  for  immediate  use,  extra  sentinels 
and  other  lookouts  posted,  and  the  officers  and  crews  impressed  with 
the  necessity  for  the  utmost  vigilance. 

The  log  book  shows  a  northeast  wind,  with  rain,  on  the  25th  and  26th 
of  October.  It  is  possible  for  the  steamer  to  have  left  by  the  Maffitt’s 
Channel  unobserved  at  that  time,  as  this  ship  could  not  approach  it 
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within  several  miles,  and  if  the  Flag  had  been  stationed  there  the  main 
shi  channel  would  have  been  left  unguarded. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  L.  Lardner, 

Captain. 

^lag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 

Blockading  Squadron,  to  Commander  Smith,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  ship  Congress,  enjoining  caution  against  attack  by  torpedoes. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  October  27,  1861. 

Sir:  Be  on  the  alert  for  submarine  infernal  machines.  The  insur¬ 
gents  at  Norfolk  are  said  to  possess  one  calculated  to  be  used  under 
water,  and  thus  to  attach  a  torpedo  with  a  time  fuze  to  a  ship’s  bottom. 
It  is,  I  understand,  to  be  first  towed  tolerably  near  a  ship  by  means  of 
a  tug,  or  else  by  boats  with  muffled  oars,  then  to  be  submerged  and  so 
navigated  to  the  vessel  against  which  it  is  to  operate. 

Might  not  a  large  and  strong  netting  of  rope,  weighted  at  the  bottom 
to  go  well  down  under  water,  and  having  tricing  lines  from  its  corners, 
etc.,  leading  forward,  be  rigged  to  advantage  over  a  ship’s  bows  at 
night? 

'  Show  this  note,  if  you  please,  to  Commander  Livingston. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Commander  William  Smith, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S[hip]  Congress,  Newport  News,  Va. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Chaplin,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Valley 
City,  suggesting  means  for  a  more  effectual  blockade. 

[J.  S.  S.  Valley  City, 
Rappahannocli  River,  October  27,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you  44  negro  men  and  1  negro 
woman  belonging  to  Lancaster  and  Northumberland  counties,  Va.,  who 
were  received  on  board  this  morning.  I  think  if  there  was  a  larger 
vessel  here  the  blockade  would  be  much  more  effectual,  as  the  enemy 
are  continually  receiving  supplies  through  the  Piankatank  and  north 
of  Windmill  Point,  which  could  be  prevented  by  having  a  steamer  to 
cruise  between  those  points  at  night.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that 
the  Virginia  and  St.  Nicholas  will  soon  make  an  attempt  to  attack  me 
and  get  out  in  the  bay,  and  from  their  speed  and  armament  I  doubt 
whether  I  can  prevent  it.  And  I  earnestly  request  that  another  vessel 
may  be  sent. 

The  water  and  provisions  of  this  vessel  will  not  last  longer  than  eight 
days. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Chaplin, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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[Endorsement.] 

These  contrabands  were  sent  to  General  Wool,  together  with  a  large 
tlatboat. 

L.  M.  G. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Elliott,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Geres, 
regarding  the  incomplete  outfit  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Ceres, 

Hatter  as  Inlet,  October  27,  1861. 

Sir  :  A  sense  of  duty  and  regard  for  the  interests  of  the  service  con¬ 
strain  me  to  address  you  in  relation  to  the  necessities  of  this  vessel. 
Many  of  the  articles  I  required  for  her  outfit  were  not  on  hand  at  the 
navy  yard,  and  I  had  to  leave  without  them.  When  I  thought  I  was 
to  have  only  one  gun,  I  asked  for  4  able  seamen,  4  ordinary  seamen, 
and  2  first-class  boys.  I  received  4  ordinary  seamen,  4  landsmen,  1  boy, 
and  no  wardroom  steward.  One  of  the  master’s  mates  has  proved 
worse  than  useless,  having  been  on  the  sick  list  more  than  two-thirds 
of  the  time  since  he  came  on  board,  and  I  have  had  to  stand  his  watch 
to  relieve  the  other.  Mr.  R.  M.  Coleman,  to  whom  I  refer,  has  always 
proved  to  be  attentive,  diligent,  and  eificient.  The  other,  Mr.  William 
G.  Ingraham,  in  addition  to  his  general  remissness,  negligence,  and 
inattention  when  on  duty,  has  been  off  more  than  half  the  time,  and  it 
is  a  remarkable  coincidence,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  that  his  periodical 
returns  of  indisposition,  of  which  he  has  had  three,  have  invariably 
occurred  when  the  weather  was  worse  than  the  work.  The  boy  has 
been  sick  and  off  duty,  and  should  be  discharged  or  sent  to  a  vessel 
that  has  a  surgeon,  that  he  might  have  professional  advice,  medicine, 
and  attendance.  So  much,  sir,  for  the  crew.  I  was  sent  off  with  only 
one  light  anchor,  minus  a  key  for  the  stock,  and  about  18  fathoms  of 
chain.  I  had  required  two  anchors  and  60  fathoms  of  chain,  but  I  was 
told  they  were  not  on  hand,  and  would  have  to  be  made,  and  I  had 
to  leave  without  them.  On  my  arrival  in  Hampton  Roads,  through  the 
courtesy  of  Captain  A.  Ludlow  Case,  a  quondam  messmate,  I  was  fur¬ 
nished  with  about  30  fathoms  of  light  chain  from  a  prize  vessel.  Last 
week,  while  unmooring  an  old  sinking  schooner,  I  picked  up  a  small 
unattached  but  light  anchor,  which  I  appropriated,  and  the  senior  naval 
officer  on  this  station,  Lieutenant  Commanding  R.  Werden,  authorized 
me  to  take  a  piece  of  light  chain  from  a  sinking  hulk  that  we  laid  on 
the  beach  for  a  wharf  boat.  My  ground  tackle  is  still  manifestly 
inadequate  to  the  security  of  the  vessel,  with  the  strong  tides  and 
winds  that  prevail  here  at  this  season  of  the  year.  My  wheel  chains 
and  rudder  blocks  are  old  and  almost  worn  out,  the  straps  attach¬ 
ing  the  latter  to  the  rudderhead  sadly  defective,  and  the  former  parted 
in  several  places,  and  only  fastened  with  wire  or  spun  yarn,  in  lieu 
of  shackle  links.  I  have  no  proper  racks  or  sheltered  place  for  the 
muskets,  cutlasses,  or  pistols  and  their  accouterments.  The  paint  is 
worn  off  the  hurricane  deck  in  several  places  to  the  bare  canvas, 
through  which  it  leaks  into  the  hammocks  of  the  men,  and  in  several 
jets  onto  my  table  and  into  my  berth,  whenever  it  rains.  The  vessel 
also  leaks  badly  iu  her  upper  works,  so  that  whenever  we  have  in  20 
tons  of  coal,  or  other  equivalent  weight,  so  as  to  submerge  her  copper 
or  make  her  draft  more  than  4£  feet  forward  and  5J  feet  aft,  and  she 
remains  over  four  hours  without  pumping,  it  requires  a  long  spell  at 
the  pump  to  free  her  of  water.  I  have  not  and  can  not  get  a  gallon  of 
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linseecl  oil  to  mix  tlie  paints  I  have,  wherewith  to  paint  the  upper  deck 
or  cover  the  new  woodwork  that  has  never  been  even  primed.  I  have 
no  davits  of  any  kind,  but  have  to  hoist  my  boat  on  deck  by  hand, 
where  it  is  [in]  the  way  of  the  after  gun,  and  has  to  be  launched  over¬ 
board  to  exercise  or  light  it,  and  then  requires  at  least  one  good - 

to  prevent  its  being  stove  under  the  guards  or  getting  foul  of  the  wheel 
when  the  vessel  is  going  astern,  and  as  we  are  often  employed  mooring 
or  unmooring  vessels,  dragging  them  off  when  aground,  and  towing 
them  to  or  from  sea,  this,  sir,  you  can  understand,  is  a  thing  of  frequent 
occurrence. 

My  men,  sir,  are  sadly  destitute  of  sufficient  or  suitable  clothing  (not 
a  bar  of  soap  on  board  to  wash  the  little  they  have),  and  can  not  appear 
as  tidy  in  person  or  apparel  as  I  desire  they  should  do.  They  have  no 
tobacco  or  other  small  stores.  I  can  find  no  paymaster  who  has  their 
accounts,  or  who  will  take  them  onto  his  books.  If,  sir,  I  were  author¬ 
ized  to  receive  and  receipt  for  the  articles  they  so  much  need,  I  would 
open  an  account  with  the  men,  issue  the  clothing,  and  become  person¬ 
ally  responsible  for  the  value  of  the  same.  The  work  is  not  only  hard 
and  exhausting  to  my  short-handed  and  ill-clad  crew,  but  is  disheart¬ 
ening  also,  as  they  daily  see  the  Putnam ,  our  consort,  a  vessel  of  the 
same  size,  engaged  on  similar  duty,  with  a  complement  of  34  officers 
and  men,  while  we  have  only  20  all  told,  or  14  men  less  than  she  has. 
The  Putnam  has  proper  fitted  iron  davits  for  both  of  her  boats,  while 
we  have  none  of  any  kind,  not  even  a  single  shifting  one  forward, 
wherewith  to  cat  and  fish  the  anchor.  We  have  three  old  compasses, 
no  one  of  which  is  true  in  point  of  fact,  and  no  two  coincident  with  each 
other;  one  placed  on  the  after  part  of  the  upper  deck  varies  three 
points  from  the  one  in  the  wheelhouse,  and  we  have  to  shape  a  course 
from  a  mean  between  them.  In  doing  this,  while  we  were  coming  here 
from  Cape  Henry  to  Cape  Hatteras,  without  a  log  line,  reel,  or  14-sec¬ 
ond  glass,  coast  chart,  or  sextant,  the  pilot  I  then  had  ran  the  vessel 
more  than  40  miles  out  of  the  way,  and  so  we  failed  to  have  a  chase,  if 
not  a  capture,  of  a  secession  steamer  that  had  come  down  the  sound  to 
reconnoiter,  and  the  Putnam  found  too  fast  for  her,  and  so  escaped. 
The  idea,  sir,  of  light  and  fast  boats  for  this  place  is  in  a  degree  neg¬ 
atived  in  relation  to  this  vessel,  for  she  is  not  so  fast,  by  2  knots  per 
hour,  as  when  in  the  Potomac,  for  the  salt  water  causes  a  thick  incrus¬ 
tation  on  the  inner  surface  of  the  boiler.  The  salt  water  requires  to  be 
more  frequently  blown  off,  when,  for  a  time,  the  steam  becomes  lower 
by  the  gauge,  and  of  course  the  speed  is  less.  And,  as  I  stated  above, 
when,  by  more  than  20  tons  of  coal,  or  other  heavy  freight,  we  are  made 
to  draw  over  5  feet  water  forward  and  more  than  6  [aft],  it  can 
scarcely  be  called  a  light  draft  in  relation  to  a  slough  or  swash  chan¬ 
nel,  through  which  we  must  pass  into  the  sound,  and  in  which  there  is 
scant  7  feet  water  at  any  time  of  tide,  and  you  know,  sir,  that  all 
steamers  steer  wild  in  shoal  water,  and  we  have  to  slow  them  in  order 
to  command  them,  when  the  keel  is  within  a  few  inches  of  the  bottom. 
In  making  this  statement,  sir  (and  more  might  be  said  of  the  imper¬ 
fections  of  our  outfit),  I  do  not  mean  to  complain  or  censure  anyone, 
for  I  can  readily  imagine  that  others  believed,  as  I  certainly  did,  that 
we  were  to  be  employed  in  the  Potomac  Eiver,  and  that  we  would 
occasionally  visit  the  navy  yard,  where  our  deficiencies  would  be  sup¬ 
plied  as  they  became  apparent  and  the  needed  articles  were  on  hand, 
but  to  explain  to  you,  sir,  as  a  gentleman,  a  seaman,  and  a  judge  in  the 
premises,  why  this  vessel  may  have  been  less  efficient  than  you  might 
expect,  or  than  I  certainly  desire  she  should  be.  But  if,  sir,  you  will 
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be  pleased  to  supply  me  with  another  active,  competent,  efficient  mas¬ 
ter’s  mate  in  lieu  of  Mr.  Ingraham  (of  whose  conduct  you  will  doubt¬ 
less  hear  from  the  commanding  officer  of  this  station),  let  me  have  five 
or  six  good  men  who  can  pull  an  oar,  steer  a  trick,  or  splice  a  rope,  and 
order  some  suitable  and  sufficient  ground  tackle  and  clothing,  etc.,  for 
my  men,  I  will  yet,  sir,  use  all  my  energies  of  body  and  mind  to  render 
a  good  account  of  the  little  Ceres.  If  I  know  my  own  heart,  sir,  I 
have  no  desire  but  for  the  honor  and  best  interests  of  the  naval  service 
and  our  common  country,  and  I  am  ready  to  make  any  proper  sacrifice 
for  the  promotion  of  both,  and  I  feel  assured,  sir,  that  you,  as  a  consid¬ 
erate  gentleman,  will  not  expect  or  require  more  at  my  hands;  and  the 
pilot  preacher  will  try  not  to  disappoint  your  expectations. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Elliott, 

Master ,  Commanding  U.  S.  IS.  Ceres. 

Gustavus  V.  Fox,  Esq., 

Assistant  Secretary ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Murray ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Loui¬ 
siana,  of  expedition  into  Swans  Gut  Creek ,  Virginia. 

II.  S.  S.  Louisiana, 
Chincoteague  Inlet,  October  28, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  consequence  of  a  rumor  reach¬ 
ing  me  that  a  steam  sawmill  at  the  mouth  of  Swans  Cug  [Gut]  Creek 
was  getting  out  lumber  for  the  construction  of  a  battery  to  resist  the 
advance  of  the  Federal  troops,  and  also  a  floating  battery  to  attack  the 
Louisiana,  I  resolved  to  fit  out  an  expedition,  and,  if  a  closer  view  of 
the  mill  justified  the  rumor,  to  destroy  it. 

Lieutenant  A.  Hopkins,  the  executive  officer  of  this  vessel,  was 
selected  to  command  the  party,  and  was  also  directed,  in  case  he  found 
the  way  clear  and  appearances  not  justifying  the  destruction  of  the 
mill,  to  proceed  up  the  creek  and  destroy  any  vessel  that  might  be 
secreted  there  by  the  enemy. 

It  Avas  a  night  expedition,  and,  besides  Mr.  Hopkins,  was  composed 
of  Master’s  Mate  Hollis,  Third  Assistant  Engineer  Daniels,  25  men 
from  this  vessel,  and  5  volunteers  from  the  island.  It  was  creditably 
executed.  The  mill  was  closely  inspected,  and  nothing  appearing  con¬ 
firmatory  of  the  report,  it  was  spared.  The  party  then  proceeded  up 
the  creek  a  mile  or  more,  when  they  found  and  destroyed  by  lire  oue 
schooner  and  two  sloops. 

The  party  left  the  ship  in  three  boats  at  10  p.  m.  last  night,  and 
returned  at  3  o’clock  this  morning,  all  well. 

The  whole  thing  appears  to  have  been  conducted  with  so  much  sys¬ 
tem  and  discretion  that  the  enemy,  said  to  be  300  strong  in  and  about 
Horntown,  was  unconscious  of  our  presence. 

In  connection  with  this  report,  I  will  add  that  I  am  fully  persuaded 
of  the  fidelity  of  these  islanders,  and  would  recommend  their  being 
armed  and  organized  to  assist  in  suppressing  the  insurrection  on  this 
peninsula.  The  activity  of  my  little  command  is  much  impaired  b.y 
the  necessity  of  my  close  protection  to  Chincoteague. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Murray, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commander  in  Chief  North  A  antic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Ooldsborough ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  additional 

vessels  for  his  command. 

Navy  Department,  October  28,  1861. 

Sir:  The  Narragansett  (now  called  the  Cohasset),  screw  tug,  was 
bought  to  be  delivered  at  Washington,  but  not  having  been  able  to 
come  up  the  Potomac,  is  probably  in  Hampton  Roads;  if  so,  retain  her 
for  your  squadron.  The  iron  low-pressure  tug  Rescue ,  armed,  is  in  the 
mouth  of  the  Rappahannock  River  with  the  Valley  City.  Both  of  these 
vessels  are  part  of  your  force  and  have  been  detached  from  the  Potomac 
Flotilla. 

I  have  also  directed  the  river  boat  Philadelphia  to  report  to  you.  A 
paymaster  and  assistant  paymaster  have  been  ordered  to  the  store 
ship  Brandywine.  One  will  take  the  ship’s  accounts  and  stores;  the 
other  the  miscellaneous  accounts  of  your  squadron. 

Direct  the  paymaster  of  your  ship  to  require  for  all  the  moneys  for 
the  different  paymasters  under  your  command,  and  let  the  latter  be 
supplied  by  requisition  upon  him. 

The  Potomac  being  closed,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Harrell,  the 
senior  officer  below  the  batteries,  has  under  his  command  the  steamer 
Baltimore,  with  which  he  can  communicate  with  you  should  he  be  in 
want  of  supplies. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  U.  S. 
steamers  Stepping  Stones  and  N arragansett. 

Navy  Department,  October  28, 1861. 
Sir:  Your  No.  34  has  been  received.  You  will  send  the  Stepping 
Stoyies  to  Washington.  The  Department  has  written  to  Mr.  Morgan 
concerning  the  firemen  and  engineers  of  the  Narragansett,  the  name  of 
which  vessel  has  been  changed  to  Cohasset. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  the 
steamer  Fingal. 

Navy  Department,  October  28,  1861. 
Sir  :  The  Department  has  received  information  that  the  Fingal  left 
Greenock,  Scotland,  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  instant,  apparently 
for  Cuba  and  other  West  India  ports.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  she  may 
not  succeed,  as  did  the  Bermuda,  in  running  the  blockade. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  transmit¬ 
ting  information  regarding  the  steamer  Fingal. 

Department  of  State, 
Washington ,  October  28 ,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  a 
copy  of  a  dispatch,  No.  27,  received  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  London, 
with  three  enclosures  (original)  accompanying  it,  all  relating  to  the 
steamer  Fingal  and  other  vessels  sailing,  as  it  is  supposed,  for  the 
blockaded  ports  with  munitions  of  war. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Fingal  may  not  succeed,  as  did  the  Ber¬ 
muda,  in  passing  the  blockade. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  H.  Seward. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

London ,  October  11 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  herewith  send  the  final  report  of  our  man  at  Greenock  in  the 
case  of  the  steamer  Fingal,  with  a  sketch  of  her  as  she  appeared  when 
she  left  the  port.  If  this  could  be  photographed  or  copied  and  sent  to 
such  vessels  as  may  be  instructed  to  look  after  her  and  her  cargo,  it 
may  aid  in  her  recognition  and  detection  and  in  the  prevention  of  her 
cargo  from  getting  into  the  rebel  States.  Her  cargo  is  no  doubt  far 
more  valuable  than  appears  from  the  invoice  of  ammunition  I  sent  you, 
and  consists  of  such  articles  as  are  now  greatly  needed  by  the  Confed¬ 
erates,  so  say  their  agents  here. 

From  the  source  of  information  noticed  in  my  dispatch  of  Saturday 
last,  I  am  informed  that  they  (the  Confederates)  have  another  cargo  of 
munitions  of  war  nearly  ready  for  shipment,  and  are  looking  about  for 
a  large  steamer  to  carry  it  out.  I  saw  one  order  for  over  2,000,000  per¬ 
cussion  caps,  which  were  required  to  be  shipped  by  the  20th  instant, 
at  which  time  they  say  the  steamer  must  sail.  She  will  be  a  larger 
vessel  than  the  Fingal,  and,  my  informant  says,  will  take  out  a  much 
more  valuable  cargo,  in  it  a  large  number  of  rifled  guns,  of  which  they 
have,  he  says,  40,000  of  different  kinds  now  ready  for  shipment,  a  part 
of  them  being  the  short  Brunswick  rifle  with  sword  bayonets. 

By  next  week’s  mail  I  hope  to  be  able  to  give  full  particulars  of  this 
second  steamer  and  cargo. 

The  brigantine  Byron  sailed  from  this  port  on  the  6th  instant  for 
Nassau  and  Matamoras.  She  had  on  board  190  tons  of  salt,  with  other 
articles,  all,  it  is  supposed,  for  the  Confederates. 

The  schooner  Sheet  Anchor  was  sold  to  an  Englishman,  or  said  to  be 
so  sold.  She  is  now  called  the  Trader,  sails  under  the  English  flag,  and 
is  said  to  be  loading  with  muskets,  etc.,  for  Charleston.  Her  old 
American  captain,  the  same  who  sailed  her  before  the  sale,  continues  in 
her,  and  says  he  can  get  her  into  Charleston. 

The  ship  Cheshire  left  Liverpool  yesterday,  the  10th  instant,  osten¬ 
sibly  for  Nassau.  She  is  owned  by  Fraser  Trenholm  &  Co.,  partly 
Charleston  owners,  and  probably  has  a  cargo  for  the  rebels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  sincerely,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  Morse, 

Consul. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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[Sub»nclosure.] 

Greenock,  October  10 — 2  p.  m. 

In  re  B.  &  Co. 

Sir  :  The  Fingal  left  here  at  8  a.  m.  this  day.  I  have  not  seen  B.  or 
friends  here  and  doubt  if  they  have  gone  in  her  unless  they  boarded 
her  at  dead  of  night:  they  have  not  been  stopping  at  any  hotel  here. 

I  send  herewith  a  rough  sketch  of  the  F[mgal).  She  did  not  display 
any  flag  while  here  or  on  leaving,  but  being  a  thorough  British  looking 
craft,  she  would  be  recognized  as  such  under  any  flag.  She  drew,  at 
starting,  10  feet  forward  and  11  feet  aft;  she  is  very  deep  laden;  her 
gunwales  are  not  more  than  9  feet  or  so  above  her  present  water  hue. 
As  I  reported  in  my  last,  her  mate  informed  me  that  she  is  bound  to 
Cuba  and  other  West  India  ports.  Some  of  the  wives  of  the  crew,  to 
whom  I  spoke  when  I  was  seeing  her  off,  also  stated  that  their  hus¬ 
bands  then  in  her  were  bound  to  Cuba,  Jamaica,  and  other  ports  in  the 
West  Indies.  I  overheard  a  Mr.  Henry  on  the  wharf  chaffing  a  Mr. 
Borland  about  loading  the  F[ingal\  for  the  Confederates,  and  jocularly 
threatening  to  write  to  Mr.  Seward  on  the  subject.  The  Cuban  sailed 
yesterday  for  Trinidad.  She  had  nothing  suspicious,  and  is  a  regular 
trader  to  that  port.  There  are  other  ships  destined  to  the  West  Indies 
which  I  am  looking  to.  I  have  not  heard  from  T.  at  Liverpool,  so  I 
presume  you  have  recalled  him.  The  F[ingal ]  is  a  very  fast  boat,  and 
has  on  board  cargo  of  several  thousand  pounds  value. 

I  am,  sir,  yours,  respectfully, 

Ed.  Brennan. 

J.  Pollaky,  Esq. 


Report  of  cruise  of  the  TJ.  8.  bark  Oemsbok,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Cavendy,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding,  from  October  3  to  29,  1861. 

IT.  S.  Bark  Gemsbok,  October  29,  1861. 

October  3.— At  1  o’clock  p.  m.  three  sails  in  sight,  viz,  a  large  ship, 
apparently  a  man-of-war,  on  the  lee  bow,  the  Young  Rover,  and  a 
steamer,  which  proved  to  be  a  French  man-of-war.  Latitude  33°  27' 
N.,  longitude  78°  12'  W. 

October  4.— In  latitude  33J  26'  N.,  longitude  77°  3F  W.  At  10  o’clock 
saw  a  large  man-of-war  on  lee  bow ;  could  not  make  her  out  from  royal 
yard;  also  saw  a  sail  on  weather  bow.  A  strange  sail  on  the  lee  bow, 
which  proved  to  be  a  steam  frigate. 

October  5. — At  7:30  p.  m.  the  French  man-of-war  steamer  before 
reported  passed  us.  Latitude  33°  34'  N.,  longitude  77°  31'  W. 

October  7.— Cruising  off  New  Inlet,  blockading  the  port;  saw  two 
vessels  inside  of  the  bar. 

October  9. — Cruising  off  Bald  Head  light  in  company  with  U.  S.  S. 
Young  Rover. 

October  11. — Cruising  around  Frying  Pan  Shoals.  Spoke  U.  S.  sloop 
of  war  Jamestown,  Commander  Green,  she  being  one  of  the  blockade  off 
Wilmington. 

October  12. — Cruising  off  the  southwestern  side  of  shoals.  At  noon 
two  vessels  in  sight  to  windward;  one  of  the  vessels  proved  to  be  the 
French  war  steamer  Surcouf,  propeller,  showing  four  guns.  At  3:30 
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tTg’nftt^oTe^d twasr' Roveri  r"  Ws  dis" 

October  14.  At  anchor  off  the  bar.  Got  underway  at  6  o’clock  i  m 

and  soon  alter  tell  in  with  a  boat  containing  three  negroes  deserters 
from  their  masters  at  Smithville.  unices,  ueseiters 

October  IS.— Cruising  off  Bald  Head  light.  At  10  o’clock  a.  m  made 
out  a  sail  bearing  south,  6  miles  distant;  gave  chase  to  her  and  reached 

bows  T J*  ZlZ  8he  i°™  1?’  a'P  1  »*>  bred  a  gun  aoroi  l,e? 
Dows.  Ihehist  othcer  went  on  board,  who  sent  her  captain  on  this 

bon  ml"  t?hD  r  the  \vi%ATieh  Captain  Templeton,  from  Liverpool, 
bound  to  Baltimore,  loaded  with  salt.  He  acknowledged  lie  was 

triusabSf  to°  QUntith6  bl0C!'a<!e’  .if  Possible;  that  he  had  made  two 
tups  before  to  Southern  ports  during  the  year.  His  papers  showed 

that  he  had  been  ordered  off  by  the  U.  S.  frigate  Sabine ,  but  allowed  to 
get  clear.  Deeming  her  a  lawful  prize,  I  placed  a  prize  master  and 
crew  on  board  and  dispatched  her  to  Hampton  Boads. 

October  20.  Oh  Bald  Head  light.  The  weather  clearing  up  made 
ut  ships  Jamestown  and  Young  Rover ,  standing  down  for  us*  The 
weatlmr  looking  bad,  the  three  of  us  then  stood  offshore,  light  bearing 

October  21.— Spoke  the  Jamestown ,  Commander  Green  who  desired 
me  to  keep  off  around  the  shoals  and  he  would  follow. 

Shoals^  33'~The  Jamest°wn  in  sight  on  the  edge  of  Frying  Pan 

October  .^.—Beating  around  the  shoals.  The  Jamestown  and  Young 
Rover  in  sight.  At  8 :  o0  anchored ;  gave  the  Young  Rover  all  the  spare 
water  I  could  Commander  Green,  of  the  Jamestown,  upon  learning 
the  condition  of  my  ship,  the  want  of  officers  and  men,  and  many  other 
indispensable  articles,  ordered  [me]  to  proceed  to  Hampton  Boads.  At 
4  o’clock  got  underway. 

longitude  V>~iO'  w!  *"  ^  °“  W**th«r  Latitade  350  », 

October  28.- A  brig  in  sight  on  the  same  tack  as  we  are,  under  close- 
xeefed  topsaffs  and  reefed  foresail.  Latitude  36°  02'  1ST.,  longitude 

October 29.  Latitude 35°46/ N., longitude 75°  10'  [  W.l.  At  6 o’clockin 
the  morning  a  large  fleet  reported  from  aloft,  which  proved  to  be  a 
Umted  States  expedition  under  convoy  of  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Vandalia , 
who  hailed  us  and  enquired  our  destination,  which  I  told  him.  Three 
sails  in  sight  ahead  at  4  o’clock  p.  m. ;  continued  to  heave  insight* 
counted  fifty-two  steamers  and  ships  in  tow;  they  were  standing  south’ 
Land  reported  from  aloft  on  our  weather  beam  and  two  points  on  our 
weather  bow.  At  11 : 30  anchored  near  liglitboat  inside  of  Cape  Henry. 

Edw.  Cavendy, 

Acting  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 


Report  °J  Flag-Officer  Ooldsborough ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Atlantic 
barkAmlndadr°n' transmitting  rePort  of  commanding  officer  of  U.  S. 


H.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  October  29,  1861. 

Sir.  1  beg  to  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  just  received  from 
the  commander  of  the  Amanda,  announcing  his  arrival  in  these  roads. 
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She  certainly  was  sent  away  from  New  York  in  a  remarkable  condition, 
and  without  many  things  absolutely  indispensable  to  render  her  fit  for 
service. 

May  I  request  that  a  paymaster  and  medical  officer  be  ordered  to  her 
forthwith?  There  are  no  clothes  on  board  of  her,  and  a  number  of  the 
crew  are  destitute  of  a  shift  of  them ;  nor  is  she  provided  with  any 
paymaster’s  small  stores. 

The  other  things  alluded  to  in  the  commander’s  communication  I  will 
order  from  Baltimore,  such  as  a  log  line,  a  binnacle  light,  a  pair  of 
signal  halyards,  etc.,  none  of  which,  he  says,  were  put  on  board  of  him. 
He  had,  he  says,  to  buy  a  binnacle  light,  to  serve  him  from  New  York 
here,  out  of  his  own  pocket. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  1).  C. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Bark  Amanda, 
Hampton  Roads,  October  29,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  the  arrival  of  IT.  S.  bark  Amanda,  under  my 
command,  in  a  very  inefficient  condition  for  service,  not  having  on 
board  a  paymaster  or  surgeon,  with  their  respective  stewards,  no  pay¬ 
master’s  stores,  and  short  of  many  articles,  a  list  of  which  I  hereby 
annex, 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  Goodwin, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  U.  8.  Navy,  Comdg.  Baric  Amanda. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsboroitgh, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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FROM  OCTOBER  29,  1861,  TO  MARCH  8,  1882. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  of  the  departure  from  Hampton  Roads 
of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  October  29,  1861. 

Sir:  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont, with  all  the  vessels  that  were  here  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  southern  expedition,  sailed  from  these  roads  early  this 
morning.  He  had  tine  weather  for  his  movement,  and  it  still  con¬ 
tinues  so. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  the  disposition  of  certain 
vessels  of  his  command. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  October  29,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  been  compelled  to  order  the  Valley  City  to  Baltimore  to 
get  her  smokestack  repaired.  The  Cambridge  is  to  take  her  place  off 
the  mouth  of  the  Rappahanuock  until  I  can  make  a  different  arrange¬ 
ment.  The  Braziliera  is  off  Beaufort,  N.  G.,  with  the  Albatross.  The 
commander  of  the  Valley  City  writes  me  that  the  insurgents’  vessels, 
Virginia  and  St.  Nicholas,  will,  he  has  reason  to  believe,  soon  make  an 
attempt  to  get  out  in  the  bay,  and  earnestly  requests  the  assistance  of 
another  vessel.  At  this  moment  I  have  nothing  to  send  but  the  Cam¬ 
bridge.  She  will  start  from  this  to-morrow  morning,  and  on  her  arrival 
the  Valley  City  will  go  to  Baltimore.  Her  stack  is  in  such  a  condition 
that  it  sets  fire  to  the  vessel  every  time  she  moves,  and  the  engineer 
fears  that  it  may  fall  down  altogether. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  1).  C. 

*  See  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  October  12,  1861,  p.  313. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy ,  Commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  /Squadron ,  suggesting  means  for  facilitating  repairs 
to  vessels. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  October  29,  1861. 

Sir:  It  would,  I  think,  greatly  facilitate  matters  and  benefit  the 
public  interests  if  the  navy  agent  at  Baltimore  were  to  receive  a  gen¬ 
eral  order  from  the  Department  to  have  any  vessels  repaired  forth¬ 
with  that  I  may  send  there  for  the  purpose.  Referring  cases  to  the 
Bureau  at  Washington  involves  considerable  delay.  The  Young 
America  is  an  instance  in  point.  She  is  still  at  Baltimore.  Her  serv¬ 
ices  are  much  in  request  at  this  time.  The  Stepping  Stones  is  next  to 
good  for  nothing,  although  quite  new.  It  is  surprising  how  slightly 
she  is  put  together,  and,  withal,  she  is  quite  dull. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  F>.  C. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  Lieutenant  Chaplin,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  TJ.  S.  8.  Valley  City,  regarding  repairs  to  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  October  29,  1861. 

Sir:  On  the  arrival  of  the  Cambridge  you  will  proceed  immediately 
to  Baltimore  and  have  the  smokestack  of  the  Valley  City  repaired. 
Get  the  work  done  without  delay,  and  then  return  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Rappahannock  and  continue  to  blockade  off  there. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Lieutenant  J.  C.  Chaplin, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Valley  City. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  Commander  Parker,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  8.  8.  Cambridge,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty  in  the 
Rappahannock  River. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  October  29,  1861. 

Sir  :  Proceed  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rappahannock  with  the  Cambridge 
under  your  command  for  the  purpose  of  blockading  that  river  and  pre¬ 
venting  the  egress  of  any  vessels,  armed  or  otherwise,  belonging  to  the 
insurgents  or  to  anybody  else  than  ourselves.  Communicate  with  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Commanding  Chaplin,  now  stationed  there,  in  command  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Valley  City,  and  get  from  him  all  the  information  you  can  likely 
to  be  of  service  to  you.  He  is  ordered  to  proceed  to  Baltimore  with  his 
vessel  on  your  arrival,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  his  smokestack  repaired. 
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1  y°u  herewith  a  copy  of  liis  orders.  Keep  tbe  Rescue  with  you 
until  further  orders.  If  you  wish  to  communicate  with  me  use  her  for 
the  purpose. 


Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

^  Mag- Officer. 

Commander  Wn.  A.  Parker, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Cambridge. 


Order  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S- 
Savy,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding 
U.  S.  ship  Release. 

Navy  Department,  October  29, 1861. 
Sir  :  When  the  storeship  Release  shall  have  discharged  her  cargo  you 
will  be  pleased  to  order  her  to  Boston. 

I  am,  resjiectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Werden,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Stars  and 
Stripes ,  of  slight  engagement  with  a  Confederate  steamer  in  Hatteras 
Inlet ,  and  transmitting  report  of  reconnoissance  of  Ocracoke  Inlet  Octo¬ 
ber  29,  1861,  and  the  impracticability  of  blocking  it  by  sinking  stone 
vessels. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes, 

Hatteras  Inlet,  November  2,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  since  my  last  letters  to  you  of 
the  20th  ultimo  the  weather  has  been  too  stormy  to  do  anything  but 
remain  at  our  anchorage,  part  of  the  time  with  both  anchors  down  and 
the  engine  in  motion  to  assist  in  holding  on.  On  the  29th  ultimo,  the 
weather  having  moderated,  I  sent  the  steamers  Underwriter  and  Putnam, 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  It.  B.  Lowry,  by  sea  to  Ocracoke 
Inlet  to  make  a  reconnoissance,  with. the  view  of  stopping  up  the  inlet. 
I  herewith  enclose  his  report.  As  soon  as  the  weather  is  suitable  I 
shall  proceed  to  execute  your  orders  on  this  subject. 

I  have  also  to  report  that  while  the  steamers  were  absent  on  this 
duty  I  deemed  it  a  suitable  time  to  send  the  steam  tug  Ceres  across  the 
bar  to  sound  the  channel  and  replace  an  important  buoy  which  had 
been  carried  away  by  the  late  gales.  While  thus  employed,  a  suspicious 
sail  appeared  in  the  offing,  inducing  the  commander  of  the  Ceres  to 
ascertain  her  character,  in  doing  which  he  got  beyond  recall.  In 
the  meantime,  at  about  11:30  a.  m.,  a  rebel  steamer  came  in  sight, 
approached,  and  entered  the  channel  leading  across  the  bulkhead,  and 
when  within  4  miles  of  our  anchorage  opened  fire  upon  us  with  heavy 
shell  guns,  which  fell  short  about  half  a  mile.  I  returned  their  lire 
with  the  20-pouuder  Parrott  gun  from  this  vessel,  but  our  shot  not 
reaching  within  a  mile  of  the  enemy,  only  four  were  fired.  Two  shots 
were  fired  from  the  Coast  Survey  steamer  Cor  win  and  one  from  the 
large  columbiad  gun  recently  mounted  on  shore,  all  of  which  fell  short. 
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The  rebel  steamer  seemed  to  be  about  the  size  of  the  Underwriter , 
black,  carrying  heavy  guns  of  greater  range  than  any  here.  After 
firing  seven  or  eight  times  at  us  she  retired,  and  steamed  off  in  a  north¬ 
westerly  direction  until  out  of  sight. 

I  am  fully  of  the  opinion  that  the  enemy  are  advised  of  our  force  and 
movements  here.  I  am  informed  by  General  Williams  that  they  have 
now  5,000  troops  in  this  neighborhood,  and  it  is  reported  that  they 
intend  to  reoccupy  this  place. 

For  the  past  twenty-four  hours  a  severe  gale  has  been  blowing  from 
southeast.  The  landing  at  the  fort  was  almost  entirely  washed  away, 
and  a  considerable  amount  of  army  stores  and  clothing  inundated  and 
lost.  It  even  commenced  to  wash  away  the  foundation  of  the  fort 
itself,  which  is  now  entirely  surrounded  by  water. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Weeden, 
Lieutena  nt.  Comm  an  ding . 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborottgh, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Steam  Tuo  Underwriter, 
Hatteras  Inlet ,  North  Carolina,  October  29,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  25th  instant,  I  left  this  anchor¬ 
age  this  morning,  being  the  first  favorable  day  for  a  week  permitting 
this  vessel  to  go  to  sea  with  safety,  and  made  a  careful  reconnoissance 
of  Ocracoke  Inlet.  I  did  not  observe  any  signs  of  the  enemy  ashore 
or  afloat.  The  fort  on  Beacon  Island  seemed  to  be  in  the  same  disman¬ 
tled  state  as  when  the  place  was  last  visited.  As  I  neared  the  inlet  a 
large  schooner  made  sail  and  stood  in  the  sound,  too  far  off  to  ascer¬ 
tain  her  character.  As  my  pilot,  Mr.  Westervelt,  on  whose  judgment 
and  knowledge  of  these  waters  great  reliance  is  to  be  placed,  declined 
to  carry  the  Underwriter  in  on  account  of  her  length  and  difficulty  of 
managing  her,  I  did  not  proceed  farther  than  the  edge  of  the  breakers 
on  the  bar  in  4  fathoms.  I  saw  enough  to  convince  me  that  blocking- 
up  the  channel  for  any  length  of  time  is  not  practicable.  It  is  only  on 
the  inner  bulkhead  that  the  passage  can  be  obstructed,  and  then  only 
for  a  limited  period.  It  requires  but  a  brief  observation  and  knowledge 
of  these  inlets,  with  their  swift  aud  irregular  currents  rushing  to  the 
ocean,  to  convince  the  most  skeptical  that  attempt  to  close  them  by 
sunken  obstructions  is  warring  against  nature  in  one  of  her  most  irre¬ 
sistible  forms,  as  exhibited  in  this  sound  with  its  vast  drainage  of 
inland  waters.  It  may  be  that  the  sinking  of  a  few  schooners  will 
obstruct  present  channels,  but  no  earthly  power  can  stop  the  rush  of 
these  waters  to  their  destination — the  ocean.  Everywhere  the  bottom 
sands  are  alive  and  creeping;  in  a  few  days,  or  weeks  at  most,  the  cur¬ 
rent  sweeps  beneath  the  sunken  hulks,  and  either  engulfs  them  to  a 
greater  depth  or  quickly  and  surely  washes  a  channel  elsewhere.  I 
therefore  think  it  is  impossible  to  biock  up  any  of  these  inlets  for  any 
practicable  end  or  definite  results.  With  fine  weather  and  unusually 
smooth  sea  the  mere  sinking  of  these  hulks  can  be  accomplished  with¬ 
out  the  exercise  of  any  great  nautical  skill. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  Lowry, 
Lieutenant,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Reed  Werden, 

Senior  Officer,  Hatteras  Inlet ,  North  Carolina. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  North 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  collisions  between  the  U.  S.  S. 

Pembina  and  schooner  John  B.  Holmes  and  the  TJ.  S.  8.  Cambridge  and 

schooner  Chief. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  October  30,  1861. 

Sir:  Two  cases  of  collision  have  occurred  of  late  between  our  naval 
and  merchant  vessels,  and  as  the  Government  may  probably  be  called 
upon  for  damages  in  both,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  inform  the  Department 
about  them.  One  took  place  on  the  23d  instant,  in  these  roads,  between 
the  gunboat  Pembina  and  the  schooner  John  B.  Holmes,  of  New  York, 
T.  J.  Woodley,  master,  and  the  other  on  the  21th  instant,  off  Nag’s 
Head,  North  Carolina,  between  the  U.  S.  S.  Cambridge  and  the  schooner 
Chief,  of  New  York,  Thomas  Cropper,  master. 

In  both  instances  the  injuries  sustained  by  the  schooners  were  very 
serious,  and  in  both,  in  my  judgment,  our  naval  vessels  were  decidedly 
at  fault.  Nothing  but  the  fear  of  detaining  Flag-Officer  Du  Pout’s 
expedition  prevented  me  from  ordering  a  court  of  enquiry  on  the  one 
in  which  the  Pembina  was  concerned.  I  investigated  the  affair,  how 
ever,  as  closely  as  circumstances  would  permit,  and  on  arriving  at  the 
conclusion  I  did,  I  expressed  it  in  writing  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont, 
with  the  view  of  its  being  communicated  to  the  commander  and  execu¬ 
tive  officer  of  that  vessel. 

On  the  other  I  did  order  a  court  of  enquiry,  and  herewith  forward 
its  proceedings. 

These  collisions  are  occurring  so  frequently,  and  are  so  prejudicial  to 
the  public  interests  both  in  the  way  of  expense  and  detention,  that 
they  must  be  checked  by  some  formal  process  of  censure,  and  I  know 
of  no  other  means  at  my  command  so  likely  to  be  efficacious  as  that  of 
resorting,  whenever  practicable,  to  a  court  of  enquiry. 

Both  schooners  have  been  compelled  to  go  to  Baltimore  for  repairs. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  Navy, 

Washington,  F).  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  1 7.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  a 
commanding  officer  for  the  U.  S.  S.  Underwriter. 

Navy  Department,  October  30, 1861. 
Sir  :  You  are  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  such  officer  as  you  deem 
lit,  naval  or  volunteer,  to  the  command  of  the  Underwriter ,  to  relieve 
Lieutenant  Commanding  R.  B.  Lowry,  detached  at  his  own  request. 

Should  you  not  appoint  a  naval  officer,  the  Department  would  sug¬ 
gest  that  the  acting  master  who  had  command  of  the  recent  cutting-out 
expedition  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Louisiana  should  be  assigned  to  her,  as  it 
is  intended  to  promote  him  to  be  an  acting  volunteer  lieutenant  as  soon 
as  the  necessary  information  is  received  from  you. 

I  am,  respectfully  etc. 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  to  the  commanding  officer  of  steamer 
Stepping  Stones,  to  proceed  with  that  vessel  to  Washington,  D.  0. 

IT.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota,  » 

Hampton  Roads,  October  31,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Washington  with  the  Stepping  Stones,  and 
on  your  arrival  there  report  yourself  to  the  commandant  of  the  navy 
yard.  Report  yourself  on  your  way  up  to  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  Potomac  Flotilla,  who  will  give  you  directions  about  passing  the 
enemy’s  batteries.  The  Navy  Department  is  very  desirous  to  have  the 
Stepping  Stones  at  Washington,  and  it  is  supposed,  as  her  draft  of 
water  is  very  light,  she  will  have  no  difficulty  in  getting  there  by  keep¬ 
ing  close  along  the  Maryland  shore. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Mr.  Robert  Lomax, 

Commanding  Steamer  Stepping  Stones,  Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Good- 
win ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  bark  Amanda,  to  proceed  off  Wil¬ 
mington,  N.  C. 

IT.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  October  31,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  pioceed  off  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  with  the  Amanda,  and 
on  your  arrival  there  report  to  Commander  Green  for  the  blockade  of 
that  port. 

Instructions  in  relation  to  the  treatment  of  neutral  vessels  and  the 
blockade  are  herewith  furnished  you. 

You  will  remaiu  off  Wilmington  until  further  orders,  or  until  it  is 
necessary  for  you  to  return  to  this  place  for  supplies. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  N.  Goodwin, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Bark  Amanda,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  of  the  return  to  Hampton  Roads,  in 
damaged  condition ,  of  two  vessels  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Poufs  command. 

IT.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  October  31,  1861. 

Sir:  Two  vessels  belonging  to  Flag  Officer  Du  Pout’s  expedition 
have  already  returned  to  these  roads  in  a  damaged  condition.  One  is 
the  small  tug  0.  M.  Pettit,  and  the  other  the  ferryboat  Fthan  Allan 
[Commodore  Barney}.  The  commander  of  each  reports  that  during  a 
fresh  wind  and  heavy  sea  encountered  from  southwest  his  vessel 
became  utterly  unseaworthy. 
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I  have  ordered  both  vessels  to  be  carefully  examined  by  our  carpen¬ 
ters,  and  shall  make  them  retrace  their  steps,  if  possible.  But  I  fear 
their  unfitness  is  of  a  serious  character.  On  getting  results  of  the 
examination  I  will  forward  them  to  the  Department.  I  write  now  to 
save  the  mail. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  1).  G. 


Report  oj  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U .  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Nortn 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  U.  S.  steamers  0.  M.  Pettit 

and  Commodore  Barney. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  November  1,  1861. 

Sir:  I  forward  herewith  reports  in  the  case  of  the  0.  M.  Pettit.  It 
appears  that  she  is  not  injured  as  described  by  her  commander,  and, 
consequently,  I  have  ordered  him  to  rejoin  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont  without 
delay. 

The  ferryboat  Ethan  Allan  [Commodore  Barney],  however,  is  very 
seriously  injured,  and  can  not  possibly  go  further  than  Baltimore  until 
repaired.  The  fantail,  guards,  and  deck,  from  one  end  all  the  way  to 
the  wheelhouse,  are  entirely  started  from  the  hull.  It  is  almost  won¬ 
derful  that  she  did  not  founder. 

Unless  I  receive  instructions  from  you  to  the  contrary,  I  shall  send 
her  to  Baltimore. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 

[Enclosures.  ] 

U.  S.  S.  O.  M.  Pettit,  October  30, 1861. 

Sir  :  Tuesday  morning,  October  29,  agreeable  to  order  from  Flag- 
Officer  Du  Pont,  I  got  underway  and  proceeded  to  sea  in  company  with 
the  rest  of  the  fleet,  and  took  my  position  in  line  at  3  p.  m.,  keeping  the 
same  until  6  p.  in.,  when,  wind  blowing  fresh  from  southwest,  with  a 
sharp  chop  sea,  we  began  to  drop  astern  of  the  fleet;  vessel  laboring 
very  much  and  shipping  great  quantities  of  water  and  leaking  badly  in 
the  wales  under  the  guards;  also  the  decks,  fore  and  aft.  9 :  30,  fired  a 
gun  to  leeward,  of  which  no  notice  was  taken  by  any  of  the  fleet.  In  the 
meantime,  the  wind  freshening  and  the  sea  getting  up,  I  concluded  to 
wear  ship  and  run  for  Hampton  Roads,  as,  in  my  judgment,  the  vessel 
could  not  be  kept  on  her  course  with  safety,  and  I  would  furthermore 
respectfully  ask  for  a  survey  on  the  vessel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  Gardner, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota. 
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U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota,'  October  31,  1861. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  we  have  beld  a  strict  and  careful 
survey  on  the  steamer  0.  M.  Pettit ,  and  can  not  discover  that  she  is  in 
any  way  strained  or  otherwise  damaged. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

Ebzr.  Thompson, 
Carpenter ,  U.  S.  Navy. 
H.  M.  Griffiths, 

Acting  Carpenter ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  the 
vessels  detained  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Font’s  squadron. 

Navy  Department,  November  2 ,  1861. 
Sir:  The  steam  ferryboat  Ethan  Allen  {now  called  the  Commodore 
Barney ),  as  well  as  the  other  vessels  not  able  to  go  forward  with  the 
expedition,  may  be  sent  down  the  coast  when  the  weather  permits. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Hooker,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  of  the  loss  of  the  schooner 

John  Wesley,  while  under  his  command  en  route  to  Hampton  Roads. 

Hampton  Roads,  November  11, 1861. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  my  letter  of  instructions  from  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Murray,  which  is  heiewith  enclosed,  I  proceeded  on  the 
afternoon  of  Friday,  November  1,  on  board  of  schooner  John  Wesley, 
then  underway.  At  3 : 15  p.  m.  passed  the  outer  buoy  on  Chincoteague 
Bar,  and  steered  south  under  all  sail,  wind  N.  E.  by  N.,  fresh. 

At  4  p.  m.  had  sounding,  6  fathoms.  Took  in  flying  jib  and  single- 
reefed  mainsails  and  gave  course  nothing  to  westward  of  S.  S.  W.; 
wind  and  weather  the  same.  Judged  I  was  making  good  S.  by  W. 
course.  At  5  p.  m.  had  soundings  in  7  fathoms,  took  in  mainsail;  ves¬ 
sel  taking  considerable  water  on  deck.  Single-reefed  foresail  and  jib; 
wind  and  weather  the  same;  vessel  carrying  weather  helm.  At  5:30 
p.  m.  had  soundings  in  8  fathoms.  Went  below,  leaving  the  deck  in 
charge  of  Boatswain’s  Mate  Beeman,  having  charged  him  to  call  me  up 
in  any  change  of  wind  or  weather. 

At  7  p.  m.  I  awoke  and  hailed  the  deck  for  sounding  and  state  of  the 
weather,  and  received  the  reply,  “No  bottom  with  10  fathoms,  and 
weather  the  same.”  A  short  time  after,  hearing  a  violent  altercation 
on  deck,  sent  the  cook  to  learn  the  cause.  He  returned  saying  the 
boatswain’s  mate  was  drunk  and  fighting  with  the  men.  I  immediately 
arose  to  go  on  deck  to  take  charge  myself.  At  that  instant  the  vessel 
struck  heavily  and  continued  thumping.  As  I  got  on  deck  found  the 
jib  hauled  down.  The  wind  had  hauled  to  the  eastward.  The  land, 
which  proved  to  be  Hog  Island,  [was]  close  under  our  lee.  Breakers  to 
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windward.  Got  all  sail  on  the  vessel  and  luffed  to  S.  S.  E.  After  two 
or  three  heavy  plunges  she  became  stationary,  the  sails  only  pressing 
her  farther  in  upon  the  shore.  Took  in  all  sail.  On  enquiry  found  the 
vessel’s  course  had  been  altered  from  S.  S.  W.  to  S.  W.  and  S.  W.  by 
S.,  and  also  learned  that  the  centerboard  had  been  hauled  up,  all  of 
which  was  done  without  my  orders  or  knowledge. 

Finding  the  schooner  a  total  loss  upon  an  enemy’s  coast,  I  deemed  it 
my  first  duty  to  destroy  her  armament  to  prevent  it  from  falling  into 
the  enemy’s  hands.  This  I  did  effectually,  and  then  turned  my  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  landing  of  my  crew,  which  was  effected  with  safety  at  4 
p.  m.;  the  wind  blowing  a  gale  from  the  southeast,  the  sea  making  a 
clean  breach  over  the  wreck.  At  daylight,  fearing  that  her  mast  if 
left  standing  would  betray  us  to  the  enemy  before  we  could  escape,  and 
also  wishing  to  destroy  everything  that  would  be  [of]  service  to  them, 
with  two  men  I  made  my  way  to  the  wreck  and  succeeded  in  cutting 
away  her  mast.  I  also  cut  her  boom,  gaffs,  etc.,  into  several  pieces, 
thereby  rendering  them  useless.  In  doing  this  I  was  thrown  with  the 
wreck  of  spars  amongst  the  breakers  and  received  such  injuries  that  I 
am  at  present  scarcely  able  to  walk. 

On  Sunday  morning  I  made  an  attempt  to  pass  through  the  break¬ 
ers  at  a  distance  north  of  the  wreck,  but  my  boat  was  swamped  and 
violently  thrown  back  upon  the  beach.  On  Sunday  night  I  made  an 
attempt  to  land  upon  the  main,  with  the  intention  of  crossing  with  my 
dispatches  during  the  night  to  the  Chesapeake  shore  and  there  seizing 
a  boat  to  work  my  way  to  Hampton  Roads,  but  in  coming  in  contact 
with  the  marshes  I  was  unable  to  effect  a  landing,  and  at  daylight 
returned  to  the  wreck.  Hauled  up  my  boat,  which  was  leaking  badly. 
I  then  calked  and  scraped  the  seams.  While  doing  this  a  boat  from 
the  main  discovered  and  came  to  us,  but  not  in  sufficient  force  to  take 

us  prisoners;  they,  however,  persuaded - Nelson,  one  of  my  men, 

to  leave  with  them,  and  I  now  report  him  a  deserter  from  the  service 
of  the  United  States.  I  soon  after  saw  a  large  body  of  persons  coming 
toward  us.  I  launched  my  boat  to  make  the  attempt  to  reach  the  roads 
through  the  marshes  and  bay.  At  2  p.  m.  Tuesday  I  reached  Sand 
Shoal,  and  was  kindly  treated  by  Mr.  Warren  Cobb.  After  resting  for 
two  hours,  he  informed  me  that  it  was  not  safe  to  remain  longer,  as 
there  was  a  great  number  of  rebels  on  the  island.  By  his  direction  I 
was  enabled  to  reach  New  Inlet,  and  encamped  upon  the  beach  for  the 
night.  On  Wednesday  I  reached  Ship  Shoal,  the  wind  blowing  a  gale 
from  the  northwest,  with  rain.  I  remained  over  night  at  the  house  of 
Mr.  Elliot,  the  only  inhabitant  on  the  island.  On  Thursday  afternoon 
I  reached  Smith’s  Island  light  and  was  again  kindly  treated  by  the 
light  keeper.  On  Friday  morning,  with  his  assistance,  we  carried  the 
boat  across  the  island,  and,  launching  her  through  the  surf,  made  several 
unsuccessful  attempts  to  reach  vessels  bound  into  the  bay.  At  last 
the  schooner  Gertrude ,  of  New  Haven,  received  me  on  board  and 
brought  me  up  to  the  anchorage. 

Of  my  men  I  can  but  speak  in  terms  of  praise.  The  prompt  alacrity 
[with]  which  they  obeyed  my  orders,  regardless  of  danger,  and  the 
cheerfulness  [with]  which  they  bore  their  hardships,  are  deserving  of 
commendation. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Hooker, 

Acting  Master ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  BlockaMny  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 
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[Enclosure.]  v 

U.  S.  S.  Louisiana, 
Chincoteague  Inlet ,  October  31,  1361. 

Sir:  The  surgeon  having  acceded  to  your  request  to  be  put  upon 
light  duty,  you  will  take  charge  of  the  schooner  John  Wesley  and  pro¬ 
ceed  with  her  to  Hampton  Roads,  reporting  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsbor- 
ough,  and  deliver  the  dispatches  with  which  you  are  intrusted. 

The  wood  with  which  she  is  freighted  is  contraband  and  will  be  given 
up  to  public  service,  subject  to  decision  of  the  flag-officer. 

You  will  report  in  person  and  hold  yourself  prepared  to  answer  all 
questions  relating  to  our  welfare  and  condition. 

You  have  permission  to  ask  for  a  week’s  leave  to  recruit  your  health, 
and  it  might  be  as  well,  in  case  the  flag-officer  assents  to  your  absence, 
to  return  by  way  of  Maryland. 

You  will  take  charge  of  the  effects  of  the  late  commander  of  the 
Wesley  and  deliver  them  to  the  flagship,  subject  to  the  order  of  his 
friends. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Murray, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Acting  Master  Hooker, 

U.  S.  S.  Louisiana. 


Case  of  the  Spanish  bark  Providencia. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadron,  transmitting  report  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  IT.  S.  S.  Monticello. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  November  7 ,  1861. 

Sir:  The  Monticello  is  in  here  from  off  Savannah,  short  of  coal  and 
with  her  machinery  out  of  order.  We  will  be  able,  however,  I  hope, 
to  get  her  off  again  very  soon,  and  my  intention  is  to  send  her  off 
Wilmington,  N.  0.  I  beg  to  enclose  to  the  Department  a  letter  from 
her  commander  concerning  his  having  brought  away  from  near  Savan¬ 
nah  the  mate  of  a  Spanish  bark,  together  with  her  papers.  It  is  an 
awkward  affair,  and  as  some  difficulty  may  be  attempted  about  it,  I  am 
impressed  with  the  belief  that  the  Department  should  be  possessed  of 
all  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  therefore  send  this  report.  The  mate  has 
been  given  a  free  pass,  meals  and  all,  at  my  request,  by  General  Wool, 
from  here  to  New  York,  where  he  himself  desires  to  go  to  meet  his 
vessel.  He  takes  with  him  all  her  papers. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  I).  C. 

[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  November  4,  1861. 

Sir:  I  will  thank  you  to  make  to  me  a  full  statement  in  writing  of 
all  the  facts  and  circumstances  connected  with  the  affair  of  your  bring¬ 
ing  away  the  mate  and  papers  of  the  Spanish  vessel  which  you  exam¬ 
ined  recently  off  or  about  Savannah.  The  more  I  reflect  upon  it,  the 
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more  I  feel  that  it  is  ot  a  character  likely  to  give  rise  to  trouble  and 
embarrassment  at  Washington,  for  the  Spanish  minister  will  be  almost 
sure  to  demur  seriously  at  the  transaction.  It  is  certainly  a  novel  pro¬ 
cedure,  and  needs  ample  explanation.  A  vessel  left  upon  the  seas 
without  papers  is  rendered  amenable  to  seizure  by  any  man-of-war  she 
may  meet,  and  so,  too,  by  the  authorities  of  any  port  into  which  she 
may  go.  At  the  time  the  mate  came  on  board  of  you  with  the  papers 
of  the  vessel,  under  orders  to  do  so,  was  there  no  indication  to  impress 
upon  you  the  belief  that  bad  weather  would  probably  cut  off  all  com¬ 
munication  before  the  investigation  could  be  concluded;  and,  after 
finding  that  intercourse  was  so  interrupted,  could  you  not  have  remained 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  vessel  until  the  blow  subsided,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  returning  the  mate  and  papers?  I  wish  you  to  be  particularly 
clear  upon  these  points,  for  they  are  questions  that  will  naturally  sug¬ 
gest  themselves  to  the  mind  of  a  party  called  upon  to  urge  a  complaint. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer 

Lieutenant  Commanding  D.  L.  Braine, 

Commanding  JJ.  8.  8.  Monticello. 


U.  S.  S.  Monticello, 
Hampton  Iioads ,  November  5,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  to  state,  in  reply  to  your  letter,  that  on  the  1st  of 
November,  at  6:30  a.  in.,  we  got  underway  and  stood  off  from  Savan¬ 
nah  Bar,  in  obedience  to  a  signal  from  the  sloop-of  war  Savannah ,  and 
whilst  nearing  her  saw,  at  7:30  a.  m.,  a  bark  which  we  stood  for,  distant 
about  2  miles.  At  that  time  the  wind  was  southeast  and  fresh.  We 
boarded  the  Spanish  bark  La  Corbeta  Providencia,  from  Havana  bound 
to  New  York.  I  gave  directions  to  the  officer,  should  there  be  anything 
suspicious  about  her,  to  bring  her  captain  with  his  papers  on  board. 
The  papers  proved  correct,  but  the  captain  claimed  to  be  in  latitude 
31°  43'  N.,  longitude  72°  40'  W.,  whereas  he  was  in  reality  in  latitude 
31c '57'  N.,  longitude  74°  25'  W.,  105  miles  to  the  westward  of  where  he 
claimed  to  be,  and  in  fathoms  of  water,  Tybee  Island  in  sight.  Deem¬ 
ing  this  a  suspicious  circumstance,  I  signalized  the  sloop  Savannah  that 
she  was  suspicious,  and  was  ordered  by  signal  from  the  Savannah  to 
detain  her.  I  ordered  her  upon  the  other  tack,  so  as  to  fetch  the  Savan¬ 
nah.  About  this  time  it  began  to  blow  hard  in  squalls,  with  heavy 
rain.  We  could  not  see  any  distance,  the  sea  getting  up  fast.  I  had 
to  hoist  my  boat  to  prevent  her  swamping.  Notwithstanding  this,  I 
kept  close  to  the  bark,  she  tacking  repeatedly  and  trying  to  fetch  the 
sloop  Savannah.  In  a  half  hour  at  the  furthest  it  was  blowing  heavy 
from  the  southward  and  eastward.  I  kept  by  the  bark  for  seven  hours 
and  a  half,  and  strove  to  get  her  up  to  the  Savannah ,  but  without  suc¬ 
cess,  and  not  until  3:30  p.  m.  did  I  separate  from  her.  She  was  then 
under  double-reefed  topsails,  head  offshore,  to  northward  and  eastward. 
The  sloop  Savannah  was  under  close-reefed  topsails.  It  blew  until  mid¬ 
night  from  the  southward  and  eastward.  At  1  a.  m.,  November  2, it 
veered  to  W.  S.  W.  I  hung  around  the  bark  all  night,  and  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  at  7  a.  m.,  November  2,  passed  close  to  her.  The  sea  was  running 
heavy  and  with  safety  a  boat  could  not  be  sent.  I  was  anxious  to  place 
the  mate  on  board,  but  could  not  do  so.  About  this  time  the  chief 
N  w  R, — yoL  6 - 25 
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engineer  of  this  vessel  reported  appearances  of  serious  defects  in  the 
machinery,  which  required  that  we  should  proceed  to  some  port  for 
repairs. 

I  stood  slowly  for  the  sloop  Savannah  to  signalize  her.  Not  having 
a  telegraphic  dictionary,  I  could  not  let  her  know  the  state  of  affairs 
and  could  only  signalize  that  it  was  necessary  that  this  vessel  should 
go  into  port  immediately.  Could  I  have  signalized  the  Savannah  the 
state  of  affairs  she  would,  I  presume,  have  directed  the  bark  to  follow 
me,  which  was  feasible,  as  the  wind  was  fair  for  the  port  she  claimed  to 
be  bound  for.  I  then  proceeded  to  this  port. 

When  the  mate  came  on  board  I  expected  to  return  him  in  a  short 
time  to  his  vessel,  but  the  heavy  squall  prevented  my  so  doing,  as  you 
will  seeby  the  foregoing.  I  stayed  by  the  bark  until  it  became  necessary 
that  we  should  make  some  port. 

This,  sir,  is  a  full  statement  of  the  matter,  and  my  action  in  the  case 
was  unavoidable. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  Braine, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadron,  of  the  seizure  off  Charleston,  S.  C.,  by  U.  S.  S.  Alabama  of  the  bark  Frovidencia. 

IJ.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  November  14 ,  1861. 

Sir:  The  identical  Spanish  bark,  about  which  I  had  the  honor  to 
write  you  ou  the  7th  instant  in  my  No.  50,  has,  I  regret  to  say,  been  seized 
by  one  of  onr  cruisers  off  Charleston,  because  she  was  found  at  sea 
without  any  papers  on  board.  She  was,  it  seems,  turned  over  to  Com¬ 
mander  Sartori,  who  is  now  here,  and  he  ordered  her  to  be  brought  into 
Hampton  Roads.  She  has  not  yet  arrived,  but  as  soon  as  she  does  get 
here  I  shall  direct  the  officer  in  command  to  proceed  to  New  York  and 
there  deliver  her  to  the  Spanish  consul,  unless  her  captain  himself, 
who  I  presume  is  still  on  board,  will  agree  to  take  her  off  our  hands  at 
once.  Her  mate,  with  all  the  papers  of  the  vessel,  went  to  New  York 
as  I  wrote,  and  the  vessel  herself,  when  examined  by  Lieutenant  Braine, 
was  ostensibly  bound  there. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  1).  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Sartori,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Flag,  transmitting  report  of 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Alabama  regarding  the  seizure  of  the  bark  Frovidencia. 

U.  S.  S.  Flag, 

Off  Charleston  Bar,  November  5,  1861. 

Sir  :  This  morning  at  early  daylight  a  vessel  was  discovered  to  the 
northward  and  eastward. 

The  Alabama  was  soon  underway  and  has  just  returned  (1  p.  m.)  with 
the  bark  Frovidencia,  of  Mallorca  [Majorca],  No.  3506,  in  tow.  I 
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enclose  a  communication  from  Commander  Lanier.  It  is  all  tlie  infor¬ 
mation  I  can  obtain  relative  to  her.  I  therefore  deem  it  mv  duty  to 
send  her  to  Hampton  Roads,  and  have  directed  Commander  Lanier  to 
put  on  board  of  her  a  prize  master  and  prize  crew,  sending  in  her  two 
of  her  own  crew.  The  remainder,  13  in  number,  including  the  captain, 
are  detained  on  board  this  vessel  and  the  Alabama.  The  prize  master 
I  have  ordered  to  report  to  you  for  further  instructions. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  C.  Sartori, 

Senior  Commander . 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Hampton  ltoads. 

\  pon  further  consideration  I  have  concluded  to  send  the  captain  and 
but  one  of  the  crew. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Alabama, 

Off  Charleston ,  S.  C.,  November  5,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  a.  in.,  discovering  two  sails 
seaward,  I  gave  chase  and  found  one  to  be  a  United  States  war  steamer 
steaming  down  the  coast,  with  which  we  exchanged  numbers.  The 
other  was  a  bark,  which  we  boarded  and  found  under  Spanish  colors 
without  papers.  She  reported  that  she  was  bound  from  Havana  to 
New  York,  but  with  a  fair  wind  for  the  latter  port,  she  was  beating  to 
the  southward  and  westward  in  9  fathoms  water. 

She  states  that  she  fell  in  with  a  United  States  war  steamer  four 
days  since,  and  that  her  papers  were  taken  from  her.  In  consequence 
of  the  above  improbable  statement,  and  the  circumstances  under  which 
we  found  her,  I  concluded  to  tow  her  in  for  your  further  inspection. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Lanier, 
Commander. 

Commander  Lewis  0.  Sartori,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Flag ,  Off  Charleston ,  S.  C. 


Order  of  Commander  Sartori,  U.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  off  Charleston,  S.  C.,  to  Acting  Master’s 
Mate  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  Hampton  Roads  in  charge  of  bark  Provideneia. 

U.  S.  S.  Alabama, 

Off  Charleston  Bar ,  November  5  [1861]. 

Sir:  You  will  report  to  Commander  L.  C.  Sartori,  of  the  steamer 
Flag,  for  orders. 

I  trust  you  will  be  ordered  back  to  this  ship  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Lanier, 
Commander. 

Master’s  Mate  George  P.  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy. 

[Endorsement.] 

Proceed  with  all  dispatch  to  Hampton  Roads  with  the  prize  bark 
Provideneia ,  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough  for  further 
orders.  Please  deliver  to  him  the  accompanying  communication  and 
the  two  log  books  found  on  board. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  C.  Sartori, 

Commander. 
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Report  of  Prize  Master  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  arrival  at  Hampton  Rbads,  in  charge  of  bark 

Providencia. 

Hampton  Roads,  November  15, 1861. 

Str  :  I  was  ordered  on  board  of  the  Spanish  bark  Providencia  as 
prize  master  by  Commander  Lanier,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Alabama ,  oif  Charles¬ 
ton,  November  5,  to  take  her  to  Hampton  Roads,  at  which  place  she 
arrived  after  a  passage  of  eight  days.  Lost  on  the  passage  one  man 
(supposed  to  have  jumped  overboard  in  a  crazy  fit)  and  the  followiug 
sails: 

Two  main  topsails,  2  foresails,  1  fore-topgallant  sail,  and  1  jib.  Hav¬ 
ing  found  the  present  crew  to  be  entirely  insufficient  to  work  the 
bark,  would  most  respectfully  ask  that  their  number  may  be  increased 
by  tlie  addition  of  5  seamen  and  3  ordinary  seamen,  and  also  for  pro¬ 
visions  for  18  men  ten  days,  being  entirely  out  of  the  same. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  P.  Lee, 

Prize  Master  in  Command. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadron,  to  Acting  Master  Merrill,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  New  York  in  charge  of  bark 
Providencia. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads ,  November  16,  1861. 

Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  Spanish  bark  Providencia  under  your  charge 
to  the  port  of  New  York,  and  there  deliver  her  to  the  Spanish  consul 
at  that  place. 

The  Providencia  was  seized  by  one  of  our  cruisers  off  Charleston, 
because  she  had  no  papers  on  board.  Of  these,  however,  she  had 
become  accidentally  deprived  by  another  one  of  our  cruisers  off-  Savan¬ 
nah,  and  at  the  same  time  of  her  mate.  The  mate,  though,  with  all 
her  papers,  was  brought  in  here  by  the  Monticello,  and  he  was  immedi¬ 
ately  sent  on  to  New  York  with  them  in  his  charge,  where,  no  doubt,  he 
now  is,  and  in  care  of  his  consul. 

On  your  arrival  at  New  York  you  report  yourself  iu  person  to  the 
commanding  naval  officer  of  the  station,  show  him  these  instructions, 
and  ask  his  direction  as  to  the  disposition  of  yourself  and  the  men  com¬ 
posing  your  crew,  until  you  can  be  got  ready  to  return  here. 

After  delivering  the  Providencia  to  the  Spanish  consul,  and  haviug 
obtained  his  receipt  for  her,  you  will  at  once  return  to  this  place,  bring¬ 
ing  with  you  the  men  under  your  command,  unless  otherwise  ordered 
by  superior  authority. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Acting  Master  J.  M.  Merrill,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Spanish  vice-consul  at  New  York  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  announcing  the  arrival  of  the  bark 
Providencia  at  that  port. 

New  York,  November  29,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  on  the  27th  of  this  month 
I  have  received  from  J.  Milton  Merrill,  master,  U.  S.  Navy,  the  Spanish 
bark  Providencia,  sent  to  this  port  with  a  United  States  prize  crew. 
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Seven  of  the' crew  of  said  bark  have  arrived  at  this  port,  but  the 
other  seven  of  the  same  are  still  missing,  and  not  knowing  their  where 
abouts  I  have  to  request  you  to  forward  me  said  men  by  the  first 
opportunity,  as  the  vessel  is  unavoidably  detained. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  by  indisposition  of  the  consul, 

Anto.  M.  de  Zea, 

Her  Catholic  Majesty'’ s  Vice-Consul. 

L.  M.  Goldsborough,  Esq., 

Flay -Officer  of  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Werden ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Stars  and 
Stripes ,  regarding  the  movement  of  Confederate  steamers  in  Hatteras 
Inlet. 

U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes, 

Hatteras  Inlet ,  November  2,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  at  about  3  o’clock  p.  m. 
to-day  six  of  the  rebel  steamers  approached  our  anchorage  from  the 
sound,  apparently  with  a  view  to  attack  us,  but  after  one  of  them  had 
fired  three  shots  they  retired  and  were  soon  out  of  sight.  They  were 
far  beyond  the  range  of  our  guns. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Werden, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  flag-officers  commanding 
blockading  squadrons ,  transmitting  information  regarding  the  British 
brig  Brisk. 

Navy  Department,  November  2, 1861. 
Sir  :  I  forward  herewith  for  your  information  extract  from  a  letter  of 
Captain  Thomas  Sands,  of  the  revenue  cutter  Varina ,  dated  October  28, 
enclosed  to  this  Department  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  British  brig  Brisk,  which  cleared  from  Halifax  [Nova  Scotia] 
with  powder,  fish,  etc.,  supposed  to  be  intended  for  the  insurgents. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Wi,  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Ee venue  Schooner  Varina, 

Harbor  of  New  Bedford ,  October  28,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  would  respectfully  report  my  return  with  the  cutter  to  her 
anchorage  off  the  city,  in  compliance  with  your  verbal  instructions  to 
return  the  last  of  the  week. 
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I  have  further  to  report  that  whilst  at  anchor  in  Holmes’  Hole, 
received  information  from  Captain  Smith,  of  the  schooner  Chrysolite,  of 
Camden,  N.  J.,  from  Halifax  for  Philadelphia,  that  the  British  hermaph¬ 
rodite  brig  Brisk,  of  Halifax  [Nova  Scotia],  had  loaded  and  sailed 
for  some  port  south.  He  states  that  his  cargo  consisted  ot  drums  of 
fish,  each  drum  containing  a  keg  of  powder.  Ihe  rest  of  his ■  ca -  g 
consists  of  cases  of  shoes,  gunny  cloth,  liquors,  and  rolls  looking  1 
horse  collars:  that  the  captain  of  the  Brtsk  enquired  of  him  (Captain 
Smith)  particularly  in  relation  to  the  harbor  and  depth  of  water  about 
Matanzas,  which  led  him  to  believe  he  was  bound  to  some  port  in  t  e 
Gulf,  although  stating  he  had  cleared  for  Matanzas.  This  information 
may  be  of  importance,  and  lead  to  his  seizure  by  the  blockading 
squadron,  if  seen  hovering  about  the  Southern  coast. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  ’  Thomas  Sands, 

Captain. 

Lawrence  Grinnell,  Esq., 

Collector  of  the  Customs,  New  Bedford,  Mass. 


Report  of  Commander  Barker,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Cam¬ 
bridge,  of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  in  Rappahannock  River. 

IT.  S.  S.  Cambridge, 
Rappahannock  River,  November  3,  1861. 

•  j  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  vessel  anived  at  this  place 
on  the  evening  of  the  30th  ultimo,  where  we  found  the  IT.  S.  steamers 
Valley  City  and  Rescue. 

I  sent  the  Valley  City  to  Baltimore  to  have  her  smokestack  repaired, 
with  orders  to  return  to  this  river  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  have  this  day  dispatched  the  Rescue  to  Hampton  Roads  to  fill  up 
with  coal,  and  have  ordered  her  to  return,  unless  otherwise  disposed  of 

by  yourself.  ,  ,  ,  , 

I  send  by  this  conveyance  several  contrabands,  who  have  taken 
refuge  on  board  the  different  vessels  employed  on  the  blockade  of  this 
river. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  a  rifled  gun  at  the  stern  of  the 
Rescue  would  much  increase  her  efficiency. 

Nothing  of  importance  has  occurred  since  my  arrival  here. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J  Wm.  A.  Parker, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Chaplin,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Valley 
City,  requesting  an  additional  rifled  gun  for  that  vessel. 

IT.  S.  S.  Yalley  City, 
Baltimore ,  November  3, 1861. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  request  that  a  rifled  cannon  maybe  placed  on 
the  forecastle  of  this  vessel.  She  can  carry  it  and  it  will  make  her 
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more  efficient  than  she  is  now.  As  we  are  employed  in  blockading  the 
Rappahannock  River,  where  the  rebel  steamers  St.  Nicholas  and 
Virginia  are  now,  can  come  down  with  guns  of  longer  range  than  mine, 
choose  their  distance,  and  I  can  neither  close  in  with  them  nor  retreat. 

All  that  would  be  required  to  mount  the  gun  would  be  to  extend  the 
topgallant  forecastle  a  few  feet  farther  aft.  The  Department,  knowing 
the  speed  of  the  vessel,  will  understand  the  necessity  of  such  an  addi¬ 
tion  to  her  armament. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  0.  Chaplin, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  1).  C. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Ooldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  North 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron .  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Cavendy, 

U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  bark  Gemsbok,  to  proceed  to  blockade 

duty  off  Beaufort,  N.  C\,  and  referring  to  the  steamer  Fingal. 

IT.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads ,  November  3,  1861. 

Sir  :  You  will  proceed  off  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  with  the  Gemsbok ,  and  on 
your  arrival  there  report  to  Commander  Prentiss  for  duty  in  the  block¬ 
ade  of  that  port. 

A  memorandum  of  vessels  which  have  sailed  or  are  about  to  sail 
from  England  and  the  English  provinces  to  violate  the  blockade  is 
herewith  furnished  you.  Your  attention  is  particularly  called  to  the 
steamer  Fingal,  which  has  on  board  an  exceedingly  valuable  caigoof 
arms  and  munitions  of  war. 

It  is  believed  that  many  of  the  vessels  intending  to  run  the  blockade 
are  armed. 

You  will  please  furnish  Commander  Prentiss  and  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  Braziliera,  with  a  copy  of  the  memorandum  of  vessels 
above  referred  to. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Edward  Cavendy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Bark  Gemsbok,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Commander  Green ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  Sloop  James¬ 
town,  regarding  that  vessel  and  the  TJ.  S'.  S.  Young  Rover. 

U.  S.  Sloop  op  War  Jamestown, 

Off  Wilmington ,  N.  C.,  November  4,  1861. 

Sir  :  My  letter  by  the  Gemsbok  informed  you  of  the  passage  of  events 
on  this  blockade  up  to  the  2od  October,  ultimo. 

The  commander  of  the  Young  Rover  informs  me  of  his  intention  to 
go  to  Hampton  Roads  in  consequence  of  his  opinion  that  his  vessel  is 
so  crank  as  to  be  unsea  worthy,  caused  by  the  boiler  being  placed  too 
high,  and  the  expenditure  of  supplies.  His  capstan  also  is  broken,  and 
he  is  in  want  of  winter  clothing  for  his  crew,  which  we  were  unable  to 
supply. 
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1  have  twice  supplied  the  Young  Rover  with  watSr,  in  order  to  be 
enabled  to  carry  out  the  spirit  of  your  instructions  to  maintain  a  strict 
blockade,  and  have  been  expecting  the  return  of  the  Gemsbok.  As  my 
instructions  do  not  cover  these  emergencies,  I  do  not  feel  called  on  to 
assume  any  further  responsibility  in  the  matter,  and  shall  theiefoie 
leave  Captain  Humphrey  to  make  his  report  to  you  in  person,  and  shall 

do  the  best  I  can  alone.  i  i  1 

This  ship  has  lost  two  anchors— one  by  the  breaking  of  the  shackle 
pin,  which  we  were  so  fortunate  as  to  recover  by  sweeping  for  it;  the 
other,  I  fear,  is  lost,  as  we  are  unable  to  find  the  buoy.  This  one  was 
lost  while  getting  underway  during  the  first  of  a  southeast  gale.  I  lie 
sea  came  in  with  the  wind  and  the  chain  snapped  about  3  fathoms  irorn 
the  anchor.  The  same  surge  broke  the  iron  knee  in  the  main  hatch  ; 
this  damage  we  have  repaired  so  that  it  will  answer  a  very  good 

During  the  gale  the  ship  acted  better  than  I  expected,  making  3 
knots  under  close-reefed  topsails  and  double-reefed  courses,  until  we 
were  compelled  to  heave  to  to  save  the  canvas  and  spars.  The  next 
morning  found  us  about  16  miles  from  the  land,  the  wind  having 
hauled  to  the  westward. 

We  spoke  during  the  day  two  coal-loaded  schooners,  and  saw  at  sun¬ 
set  eleven  sail  standing  to  the  southward  and  westward. 

The  Young  Rover  was  driven  to  the  southward  and  westward  during 
the  gale  and  spoke  the  Sabine.  She  was  enabled  to  be  of  service  to  one 
of  the  steamers  in  distress,  having  troops  on  board,  by  running  down 
and  giving  information  to  the  Sabine ,  which  ship  went  to  the  assistance 
of  the  steamer.  Captain  Humphrey  also  spoke  the  Unadilla ,  in  tow  of 
the  R.  B.  Forbes,  and  saw  a  large  fleet  of  steamers  and  transports  to 
the  eastward  of  the  shoals  on  the  evening  of  Thursday,  31st  October. 

During  the  gale  above  mentioned  our  barometer  was  broken,  and  I 
have  taken  one  belonging  to  Captain  Humphrey,  by  his  consent,  and 
forwarded  ours  by  him  for  repairs. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Green, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Commander  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Con¬ 
gress,  regarding  means  for  protection  against  torpedoes,  etc. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Congress, 

Newport  Neivs,  November  4,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  note  about  torpedoes,  etc.  We  have  been 
preparing  some  guards  against  fire  craft,  torpedoes,  infernal  machines, 
etc.,  but,  in  consequence  of  the  bad  weather,  only  completed  them  to¬ 
day.  I  suppose  that  any  of  these  things  with  which  the  rebels  may 
attack  us  will  be  towed  and  placed  directly  ahead  and  as  near  the  ship 
as  they  can  safely  come,  so  that  when  let  loose  they  will  drift  with  the 
tide  to  the  ship,  taking  the  chain  or  cutwater ;  on  this  supposition  we 
have  acted. 

We  have  made  with  spars  a  frame  in  the  shape  of  the  letter  A,  which 
is  suspended  by  the  crosspiece  from  the  bowsprit  cap;  the  ends  reach 
aft  to  the  lower  booms,  resting  on  the  water,  and  are  secured  by  tackles 
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to  the  ship’s  sides  to  steady  them.  At  night  the  lower  booms  are 
brought  nearly  alongside,  forming  a  continuation  of  the  spars  in  the 
water.  A  stout  grapnel  has  2  fathoms  of  chain  attached  to  it;  to  the 
end  of  the  chain  10  or  12  fathoms  of  stout  rope  with  a  hedge.  This 
apparatus  is  put  into  the  bow  of  a  boat  at  night  at  the  gangway  ready 
for  use.  Should  any  fire  craft  come  down  with  the  tide  directly  ahead 
of  us,  it  must  take  against  the  frame  and  glance  off  and  pass  clear  of 
the  ship.  Should  the  fire  craft  be  on  fire  at  any  distance  from  the  ship, 
the  boat  will  be  sent  to  it,  the  grapnel  secured  to  it,  and  the  kedge 
thrown  overboard;  it  will  be  anchored  and  can  burn  out  at  leisure. 
These  arrangements,  I  think,  will  protect  us  against  any  attack  of  fire 
craft. 

Suspended  from  the  jibboom  and  under  the  above  frame  is  a  spar 
athwartships,  some  30  feet  long,  to  which  is  attached  on  its  whole  length 
a  stroug  netting  14  feet  deep  and  kept  in  a  vertical  position  by  weights 
at  the  bottom.  Should  such  a  machine  as  the  one  that  attacked  the 
Minnesota  approach  us  and  come  near  the  cable,  it  must  be  caught  in 
the  net  and  held  there  until  we  relieve  it.  Or  should  it  pass  outside  the 
net,  the  tube  which  floats  on  the  surface  to  supply  the  inmates  with 
fresh  air  would  be  caught  on  the  A  spars,  and  the  supply  of  fresh  air 
be  cut  off,  causing  suffocation,  and  if  it  should  pass  outside  of  the  spars 
it  would  go  entirely  clear  of  the  ship,  doing  no  harm.  I  think  this 
arrangement  will  secure  us  against  such  torpedoes. 

There  is  another  plan  of  preparing  an  infernal  machine  or  torpedo  by 
having  two  tanks  containing  powder  submerged,  and  each  suspended 
to  a  buoy  floating  on  the  surface  of  the  water.  The  tanks  connected  by 
a  line  and  the  buoys  also  connected  by  a  line,  the  two  connecting  lines 
being  of  the  same  length.  These  machines  are  placed  directly  ahead 
of  the  ship  and  let  go;  they  drift  down,  the  connecting  rope  catching 
against  the  cable  or  cutwater  brings  the  tanks  under  the  ship’s  bot¬ 
tom,  where  they  are  made  to  explode  by  matches  leading  from  the  buoys 
through  elastic  tubes  to  the  tanks.  To  guard  against  these  we  are 
riding  by  a  scope  of  cable  20  fathoms  greater  than  the  length  of  the 
ship,  and  on  the  buoy  rope  close  under  the  buoy  a  grapnel  is  secured. 
At  the  distance  of  40  fathoms  from  the  anchor,  on  each  side,  is  placed 
a  kedge  with  a  buoy  and  rope  with  a  grapnel  attached,  as  to  the  anchor 
buoy.  Should  any  machine  of  the  latter  description  be  sent  to  attack 
us,  the  connecting  rope  must  be  caught  on  one  of  the  grapnels  and  hang 
there,  the  floats  would  swing  together,  taking  with  them  the  tanks 
ahead  of  the  ship,  and  explode  without  doing  any  damage  to  the  ship. 

I  think  all  of  these  arrangements  will  protect  us  against  any  fire 
craft,  torpedoes,  or  infernal  machines. 

I  have  not  yet  devised  any  plan  to  defend  us  against  the  Merrimack , 
unless  it  be  with  hard  knocks. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

*  W.  Smith, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Frigate  Congress. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Hoads. 

[Endorsement.] 

I  regard  the  arrangements  as  not  only  very  ingenious,  but  as  calcu¬ 
lated  to  prove  effectual.  In  short,  I  think  they  are  admirable. 

L.  M.  Goldsborough. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  8.  Navy K  commanding  North 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  repairs  to  the  U.  S.  S. 

Roanoke. 

IT.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  November  4,  1861. 

Sir:  The  crank  pin  of  the  after  engine  of  the  Roanoke  is  broken 
short  off'  at  its  after  end,  and  it  will,  I  think,  require  at  least  two 
months  to  repair  the  injury. 

Wherever  the  Department  may  direct  the  new  work  to  be  made,  the 
ship  will  have  to  go  there  in  season  to  receive  it,  but  until  that  work 
be  well  advanced  it  will  be  entirely  unnecessary  for  her  to  leave  these 
roads.  I  propose,  therefore,  to  retain  her  as  long  as  she  can  remain 
without  involving  delay  in  her  repairs,  as  she  can  still  be  made  very 
useful  in  case  of  a  movement  on  the  part  of  the  Merrimack. 

By  the  mail  of  to-day  the  Bureau  of  Equipment  and  Construction 
wilfbe  duly  advised  of  the  injury  in  view. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag-  Officer , 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  Forth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  to  furnish 

information  regarding  the  JJ.  S.  ship  Brandywine. 

Navy  Department,  November  4,  1861. 

Sir:  Some  days  since  the  Department  was  informed  by  the  com¬ 
mandant  of  the  navy  yard,  New  York,  that  the  Brandywine  had  sailed 
ff>r  Hampton  Roads,  but  as  yet  has  no  intelligence  that  she  has  reached 
her  destination. 

Will  you  inform  the  Department  whether  or  not  she  has  arrived. 

The  Department  also  learns  through  the  newspapers  that  the  Roanoke 
has  arrived  at  the  roads  in  a  disabled  condition,  but  as  yet  has  no 
official  information  in  reference  to  her. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Gomdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding 
TJ.  S.  S.  Connecticut. 

Navy  Department,  November  4,  1861. 
Sir:  The  XL  S.  S.  Connecticut  will  sail  from  New  York  about  the  8th 
instant  for  the  Gulf,  and  will  touch  at  Hampton  Roads  to  receive  any 
communications  you  may  wish  to  send  southward. 

Instructions  will  be  given  for  the  repair  of  the  Commodore  Barney 
(formerly  Ethan  Allen)  immediately  on  her  arrival  at  Baltimore. 
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You  will  please  have  the  name  of  Elias  W.  Hale  strickeu  from  the 
rolls. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag  Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  /Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  flag-officers  commanding 
blockading  squadrons ,  transmitting  information  regarding  American 
vessels  sailing  under  foreign  protection. 

Navy  Department,  November  4, 1861. 
Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  for  your  information  a  list  (prepared  by  the 
IT.  S.  consul  at  Tampico  [Mexico])  of  American  vessels  that  have  been 
nominally  sold  and  have  taken  foreign  protection  since  the  rebellion  of 
the  Southern  States,  and  are  supposed  to  be  trading  between  Tampico 
and  the  blockaded  ports. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Flag-  Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Flag  Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


[Enclosure.] 


Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Tampico ,  August  31 ,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  tabular  return  of  those 
American  vessels  that  have  been  nominally  sold  and  taken  foreign  pro¬ 
tection  and  engaged  with  the  trade  of  this  port  since  the  rebellion  of 
the  Southern  States,  which  will  serve  as  a  check  to  such  as  have  taken 
foreign  protection  at  New  Orleans  and  Galveston  should  they  again 
appear  with  their  original  registers  issued  from  our  custom-houses, 
which  I  understand  have  not  been  canceled,  but  retained  for  future  use. 

This  information  comes  to  me  from  reports,  but  without  sufficient 
evidence  to  sustain  the  charge.  Still,  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  in 
some  cases  these  reports  are  founded  in  truth. 

The  vessels  in  question  bearing  the  British  flag  are  tenaciously  pro¬ 
tected  by  the  consul  of  that  nation  at  this  port,  and  those  under  the 
Mexican  flag  are  much  favored  by  the  authorities  of  this  place,  the  lat¬ 
ter  giving  the  same  guarantees  to  Southern  vessels  violating  the  United 
States  blockade  and  arriving  here  as  to  those  of  the  most  favored 
nations  arriving  direct  from  their  respective  ports. 

Upon  this  subject  I  have  made  a  full  report  to  the  honorable  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State,  having  recently  had  a  case  in  point. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  esteem  and  respect,  sir,  your  most 


obedient  servant, 


Franklin  Chase. 


Hon.  Salmon  P.  Chase, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury ,  Washington ,  TJ.  S.  A. 
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Report  of  Captain  Sartori,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Flag, 
regarding  the  movements  of  vessels. 

U.  S.  S.  Flag, 

Off  Charleston  Bar,  November  5,  1861. 

Sir  :  On  Sunday,  throughout  the  day,  the  transports  Coatzacoalcos 
and  8 tar  of  the  South,  also  the  Augusta ,  Vixen,  and  Mercury,  and  three 
other  side-whetl  war  vessels  passed  this  way,  bound  south. 

In  the  evening  the  gunboat  Unadilla  spoke  the  Susquehanna,  and 
both  vessels  were  soon  on  their  way  south,  also.  This  morning  another 
large  side-wheel  vessel  passed  down.  Yesterday  we  spoke  the  brig 
Ellen  P.  Stewart,  and  saw  another  vessel  (a  schooner)  bound  south¬ 
wardly  also. 

1  have  no  further  information  to  give  you,  except  that  the  weather 
has  been  beautiful  tor  the  last  three  days;  wind  light  from  the  west¬ 
ward.  On  Friday  and  Saturday  we  had  very  heavy  weather  and  were 
compelled  to  go  to  sea,  but  returned  to  our  anchorage  at  noon  on  Sat¬ 
urday.  This  morning  at  7 : 15  we  heard  heavy  guns  from  the  southward 
and  westward,  continuing  for  fifteen  minutes. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  0.  Sartori. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Hampton  Roads. 


Wreck  o  f  the  French  rear  steamer  Prony,  November  5,  1861. 

Report  of  Lieutenant  Werden,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes,  transmit¬ 
ting  report  of  Lieutenant  Lowry,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Underwriter. 

U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes, 

Hatteras  Inlet,  November  7,  1861. 

Sir  :  On  the  morning  of  the  5tli  instant,  while  absent  from  this  vessel 
on  duty,  it  was  reported  to  me  that  two  steamers  of  the  enemy  were  in 
sight  outside  the  inlet,  to  the  southward.  I  at  once  dispatched  the 
steamers  Underwriter ,  Putnam,  Ceres,  and  ferryboat  Ellen  and  tug  0.  ill. 
Pettit  (which  happened  in  here  for  coal  and  water)  to  capture  them. 
They  did  not  discover  the  enemy,  but  instead  the  French  side  wheel 
steamer  of  war  Catinat  [Prony],  ashore  inside  the  breakers  on  the  bar 
at  Ocracoke. 

They  were  not  able  to  render  any  assistance,  and  returned  to  this 
anchorage  next  morning. 

I  herewith  transmit  Lieutenant  Commanding  R.  B.  Lowry’s  report. 
A  terrific  explosion  with  a  vast  column  of  smoke  was  seen  about  3 
p.  m.  to-day  in  the  direction  of  Ocracoke,  and  it  is  supposed  that  the 
French  steamer  has  been  blown  up. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Werden, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Steam  Tug  Underwriter, 
Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  November  6,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  yesterday  at  2  p.  m.  I  got  underway  with 
the  tug  0.  M.  Pettit  and  ferryboat  Ellen  in  company  and  stood  outside 
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to  discover  the  cause  of  tli e  Putnam’s  firing,  and  if  necessary  to  support 
her.  On  clearing  the  bar  and  obtaining  a  clear  view  down  the  beach, 
could  see  nothing.  The  Putnam  and  Geres  had  a  lead  of  some  5  miles, 
which  she  maintained  [in]  spite  of  my  signals  to  her  to  join  me.  At 
this  point,  the  engines  of  this  vessel,  always  defective,  gave  way,  and 
I  lost  an  hour  in  repairing.  I  ordered  the  other  vessels  to  follow  the 
Putnam.  As  soon  as  possible  I  steamed  on,  and  soon  discovered  the 
masts,  pipe,  etc.,  of  a  large  side  wheel  steamer.  I  dispatched  the  Geres 
to  reconnoiter,  which  Acting  Master  MacDiarmid  performed  in  good 
style,  bringing  me  information  that  the  steamer  was  a  French  man  of  war 
on  the  south  breaker  off  Ocracoke  Inlet,  about  1  mile  from  the  beach  at 
Portsmouth  [N.  0.].  She  went  on  shore  at  4  a.  m.  and  [had]  been 
making  every  effort  to  get  oft';  intended  to  do  so  till  all  hope  was* over, 
when  he  would  throw  over  his  guns  and  ammunition  and  abandon  her. 

By  this  time,  5:30  p.  m.,  night  was  coming,  dark  and  threatening.  I 
directed  the  Ceres  and  Pettit  to  return  to  Hatteras  Inlet,  and  if  they 
could  not  reach  there  before  dark  to  take  every  precaution  for  the 
safety  of  their  vessels  and  endeavor  to  get  in  at  early  daylight  with 
information  to  you,  and  to  say  that  two  rebel  steamers  were  in  sight 
inside  of  the  inlet.  The  Ellen  I  ordered  to  keep  near  me,  but  her 
commander  informed  me  that  his  guards  were  all  knocked  up  and  that 
he  could  not  keep  the  sea.  I  then  ordered  him  to  look  out  for  the  safety 
of  his  vessel,  and  if  possible  join  me  at  daylight  near  the  Frenchman. 
I  stood  off  and  on  through  the  night  and  till  7  a.  m.  in  sight  of  the 
French  steamer’s  signals,  which  he  made  every  half  hour.  By  10  p.  m 
the  wind  was  blowing  strong  from  the  southward  and  westward  and 
increased  to  half  a  gale  by  5  a.  m.,  with  a  very  heavy  sea.  This  vessel 
suffered  severely,  straining  her  timbers  and  guards  badly.  Having  all 
her  houses  on  the  guards  stove  in,  breaking  the  galley,  etc. ;  she  shipped 
several  seas,  which  tilled  her  deck  ;  was  obliged  to  knock  away  her 
bulwarks  to  prevent  foundering.  The  sea  dashed  in  between  her 
frames  and  in  her  bows,  and  caused  her  to  leak  so  badly  that  the 
engines  could  just  keep  her  free.  I  state  as  a  matter  of  duty  that  this 
vessel  is  entirely  unseaworthy  and  unfit  to  be  six  hours  from  any  port. 
I  say  it  with  regret,  the  lives  of  men  and  officers  are  at  constant  stake, 
while  the  value  of  the  battery  and  ammunition  is  beyond  that  of  the 
worthless  hull  upon  which  it  is  mounted. 

It  was  only  after  the  profound  conviction,  at  7:30  a.  m.  this  morning, 
that  I  could  do  nothing  to  aid  the  stranded  Frenchman,  that  I  bore  up 
for  this  harbor  and  abandoned  him  to  the  attention  of  the  rebels.  The 
sea  was  running  too  high  to  permit  me  to  approach  him  within  several 
miles,  and  the  safety  of  my  own  vessel  became  a  subject  for  serious 
consideration. 

I  intended,  had  the  weather  permitted,  communicating  with  him  and 
offering  all  the  assistance  in  my  power.  I  was  impressed  with  the 
importance  of  such  a  service.  If  the  rebels  rescue  the  crew  of  the 
Frenchman,  or  save  the  vessel,  and  after  treating  them  with  interested 
kindness  cause  them  to  be  returned  to  France,  the  event  may  have  a 
most,  important  bearing  upon  our  political  questions.  This  result  of 
the  insane  barbarity  of  those  in  rebellion  against  the  Government  is 
manifested  in  extinguishing  all  the  lights  on  our  coast,  rendering  it  the 
most  unsafe  in  the  world. 

I  think  that  as  soon  as  practicable  such  vessels  as  can  stand  the  sea 
should  proceed  to  Ocracoke,  assist  the  Frenchman,  or,  if  they  have 
abandoned  her,  destroy  her  to  prevent  her  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
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r  ebels.  The  engineer  reports  to  me  that  the  boilers  are  in  such  a  con¬ 
dition  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  extinguish  the  fires,  that  they 
may  be  repaired  and  cleaned. 

The  starboard  eccentric  is  broken  and  can  only  be  repaired  at  a 
machine  shop.  I  enclose  his  report.  This  vessel  leaks  badly. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

R.  B.  Lowry, 

Lieutenant ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  Commanding  Underwriter. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Reed  Werden, 

Senior  Naval  Officer,  Hatter  as  Inlet ,  North  Carolina. 


[  Endorsement .] 


NOVEMBER  10,  1861. 

I  beg  to  forward  to  the  Department  this  communication  in  order  that 
it  may  understand  all  that  1  know  at  present  concerning  the  loss  of 
the  French  man  of  war  steamer  Catinat  [ Prong ]  off  Ocracoke  Bar. 

Y ery  respectfully, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading 

Squadron. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads ,  November  11,  1861. 

Sir:  It  was  the  French  corvette  Prony  and  not  the  Catinat ,  as  first 
reported,  that  was  lost  off  Ocracoke  Inlet  a  few  days  since.  Her  cap¬ 
tain  and  crew  came  down  by  a  flag  of  truce  from  Norfolk  to-day  and 
went  directly  on  to  New  York.  He  called  on  board  this  ship  to  see  me, 
and  informed  me  that  his  vessel  was  of  320  horsepower  and  carried 
six  30  pounders.  He  also  told  me  that  on  finding  it  was  impossible  to 
get  her  off  the  bar  and  that  she  was  breaking  asunder  he  had  destroyed 
her  entirely.  He  was  brought  from  Ocracoke  to  Norfolk  by  an  armed 
steamer  of  the  insurgents.  I  regret  to  say  he  complained  to  me  that 
our  vessels  which  had  communicated  with  him  seaward  and  were  still 
not  far  off  did  not  respond  to  his  signals  of  distress,  although  repeated 
every  half  hour  during  the  night — a  gnu  and  fireworks. 

1  requested  him  to  make  to  me  a  written  communication  upon  the 
subject,  and  he  promised  to  do  so  immediately  on  reaching  New  York. 

I  offered  him  money  and  clothes  for  the  use  of  himself  and  crew  if 
he  required  either,  but  he  declined  both,  stating  that  their  clothes  gen¬ 
erally  had  been  saved  and  that  he  could  get  what  funds  he  needed,  on 
reaching  Baltimore,  from  his  consul.  He  wished  an  arrangement  made 
with  the  captain  of  the  Baltimore  steamboat  to  defer  receiving  his  pay 
for  transportation  until  after  getting  to  that  place,  and  this  I  had 
effected  without  difficulty. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  1).  C. 
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Order  of  Flag  Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North  AJ^tic  BdloCs^f“g 
Squadron,  to  Lieutenant  Werden,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes, 
transmitting  request  from  the  Department  for  further  information. 

Navy  Department,  November  21,  1861. 

Sir:  The  Department  transmits  herewith  an  extract  from  a  communication*  hav- 
ino-  reference  to  the  French  man-of-war  which  got  ashore  near  Ocracoke  Inlet,  ana 
the  alleged  refusal  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Reed  Werden,  commanding  the 
steamer  Stars  and  Stripes,  to  render  assistance. 

Be  pleased  to  investigate  this  transaction  and  report  the  result  to  the  Depaitment. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  1  Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Bloclcading  Squadron,  Hampton  Hoads. 


The  above  is  a  copy  of  a  communication  received  by  me  this  day, 
November  22,  1861,  and  herewith  I  send  the  extract  alluded  to.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Commanding  Werden  will  make  to  me,  as  early  as  practicable, 
a  full  statement  of  the  case  in  point,  and  accompany  it  by  such  expla¬ 
nations  as  he  may  desire  to  offer.  It  is  well  to  remark  that  the  captain 
of  the  Prony  made  to  me  in  person  grave  complaints  upon  the  omission 
of  our  vessels  to  afford  him  relief  agreeably  to  promise,  and  in  the 
course  of  his  great  distress. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  E.  Werden, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Werden,  H.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes,  responding 

to  request  for  information. 

U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes, 

Hatteras  Inlet ,  November  28,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  21st  instant,  enclosing  a  communication  from  the  honorable  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Navy  requiring  an  explanation  from  me  in  reference  to  the 
loss  of  the  French  war  steamer  Prony. 

It  will  be  impossible  to  furnish  a  proper  statement  of  facts  in  relation 
thereto  before  next  mail. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Werden, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Detailed  report  of  Lieutenant  Werden,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes, 

transmitting  additional  reports. 

U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes, 

Hatteras  Inlet ,  November  29,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  and  read  with  astonishment  the  extract  from  a 
letter  received  at  the  Navy  Department  and  forwarded  with  your  com¬ 
munication  of  the  22d  instant  charging  me  with  ‘‘cruelty  in  refusing 
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assistMcc  to  the  commander  of  the  French  man-of-war  Prony,  lately 
at  Ociacoke  Inlet,”  and  m  obedience  to  your  order  submit  the 
following  statement,  enclosing  also  the  reports  of  commanders  of  the 
steamers  Putnam  and  teres  and  of  Dr.  Marshall,  of  this  vessel,  all  of 
whom  accompanied  the  expedition  that  went  to  the  assistance  of  the 
Trench  vessel  on  that  occasion : 

At  about  10  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  instant,  while  away 
.  ,°n  important  duty,  Lieutenant  McCook  came  to  me  and 

reported  that  he  heard  firing  from  cannon  in  the  direction  of  Ocracoke 
and  thought  he  could  see  two  rebel  steamers  outside  the  land  in  that 
direction.  I  immediately  returned  to  this  vessel  and  sent  the  steam 
tug  General  Putnam  to  ascertain  if  anything  was  in  sight,  with  orders 
not  to  remain  longer  than  two  hours,  unless  something  important  was 
discovered,  m  wdiich  case  he  was  to  fire  a  gun,  otherwise  to  return,  as 
1  required  his  services  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  to  replace  the 
buoys  marking  out  the  inlet  channel,  which  had  been  washed  away  by 
the  late  gale,  m  order  to  enable  the  steamer  Spaulding  and  this  vessel 
to  cross  the  bar  in  safety.  The  steamer  Putnam  had  hardly  got  outside 
when  she  fired  a  gun,  upon  which  I  sent  to  her  assistance  the  four 
steamers,  viz,  Ellen ,  Pettit ,  Ceres ,  and  Underwriter ,  all  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Lowry.  The  steamer  Putnam,  owing 
to  some  misconduct  of  her  commander,  was  ordered  by  Lieutenant 
Lowry  to  return,  and  arrived  here  the  same  evening.  The  other  vessels 
proceeded  as  far  as  Ocracoke,  when  they  discovered  a  French  steamer 
ol  war  hopelessly  ashore  inside  the  bar  on  the  south  side  of  the  inlet. 

You  will  see  by  the  reports  of  the  officers  in  command  of  these  ves¬ 
sels,  herewith  enclosed,  that  they  offered  every  assistance  possible,  and 
two  of  these  steamers  remained  there  all  night,  although  it  was  attended 
vitn  great  lisk  to  their  own  safety,  as  the  sea  was  then  running  high 
and  the  wind  was  blowing  half  a  gale.  During  the  night  the  wind  and 
sea  had  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  at  7  o’clock  on  the  morning 
of  the  Gth  instant  Lieutenant  Lowry,  considering  it  no  longer  safe  to 
remain  there,  returned  to  this  place  and  made  his  report,  which  was 
forwarded  to  you  in  my  letter  of  7th  instant.  From  his  statement  I 
found  it  was  not  possible  for  me  with  this  vessel  to  get  near  enough  to 
render  any  assistance,  even  had  it  been  possible  for  me  to  cross  the  bar 
at  this  inlet,  which  was  exceedingly  questionable,  since  the  steamer 
Spaulding  struck  that  morning  in  8  feet  of  water  while  endeavoring  to 
enter,  dhe  weather  continued  to  be  boisterous  and,  in  my  judgment 
too  rough  to  send  the  vessel  again  to  the  assistance  of  the  French  man- 
of-war  up  to  the  time  of  the  explosion,  after  which  I  considered  that  no 
assistance  was  required,  as  several  of  the  enemy’s  vessels  were  near  by. 

I  have  to  state  that  I  did  not  disapprove  of  the  proffered  assistance 
on  the  part  of  the  commander  of  the  Ceres ,  nor  did  I  make  use  of  the 
language  “that  I  would  give  her  no  assistance,”  nor  were  any  applica¬ 
tions  made  to  me  by  the  different  officers  of  the  Navy  for  permission  to 
go  to  the  relief  of  the  French  steamer. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  call  your  attention  to  the  inability  of  these 
small  steamers  to  remain  at  sea  in  bad  weather,  and  to  state  that  every 
possible  assistance  was  offered  to  the  French  commander  in  his  great 
distress. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Werden, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Bloclcading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 
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[First  endorsement.] 

December  6, 1851. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  this  corresponcienoe  to  the  Najy  Deparb 
merit.  It  relates  to  the  complaint  of  our  vessels  at  Hatterab  Intel 
having  afforded  proper  assistance  to  tlie  French  wai  stean e  j, 

lost  at  Ocracoke?  and  is  intended  as  a  reply  to  the  communication  o 
the  Department  calling  for  information  upon  the  subject. 

Most  respectfully,  L  M>  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

[Second  endorsement,] 

Will  Commodore  Sfmith]  read  these  papers  and  give  his  opinion 
whether  Lieutenant  Werden  did  all  he  could.  The  luench  officers 

complain  loudly.  F[ox] 

[Third  endorsement.] 

December  9, 1861. 

I  have  read  the  papers  referred.  It  appears  Lieutenant  Werden 
ordered  vessels  out  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  firing  heard  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Ocracoke,  when  it  -was  ascertained  that  ^  vessels 

steamer  of  war  ashore  in  the  breakers  inside  of  the  bai.  lhe  vessels 
ordered  oat  steered  for  the  vessel  iu  distress.  The  commanding  officer 
of  tlie  Geres  communicated  with  her  and  offered  such  assistance  as  he 
could  render,  and  to  take  off  the  officers  and  crew.  The  French  officer, 
in  the  vain  hope  of  getting  his  vessel  afloat  at  high  water,  <J®?kned  to 
desert  her  and  requested  the  Geres  to  lie  by  her  during  the  night.  1 
commander  of  the  Ceres  reported  to  his  superior  officer  near  him,  who 
ordered  the  Ceres  to  return  and  report  to  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Werden,  senior  officer,  what  had  transpired.  The  unfavorable  weather 
prevented  the  Ceres  from  entering  the  inlet  till  next  morning,  when  the 
commander  of  the  Ceres  entered  the  inlet  and  reported  to  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Werden  the  facts  and  what  had  transpired.  In  these 
proceedings  I  do  not  see  what  more  could  have  been  done  for  the 
French  vessel  except  that,  as  the  Ceres  had  to  lie  outside  till  morning, 
she  might  with  equal  [propriety]  have  laid  near  the  vessel  in  distress. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  some  effort  should  have  been  made  on  the  6th  to 
oo  to  the  distressed  vessel  and  render  assistance  if  possible,  notwith¬ 
standing  some  of  the  Confederate  boats  were  near  her;  but  as,  m  the 
judgment  of  the  senior  officer,  Lieutenant  Werden,  who  is  considered  a 
good  officer,  it  was  considered  impracticable,  the  condition  and  capacity 
of  the  vessels  under  his  command  not  being  seagoing  vessels  and  not 
calculated  for  rough  weather  at  sea,  I  do  not  judge  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  Werden  as  meriting  censure  on  this  occasion. 

J.  S[MITHj. 

[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  S.  General  Putnam, 

Hatteras  Inlet ,  November  28,  1661. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  5th  instant  1  proceeded 
down  the  coast  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  firing  in  the  direction  of 
Ocracoke.  After  leaving  the  inlet  I  saw  the  smoke  of  a  steamer  and 
two  masts  to  the  southward.  I  fired  a  gun  to  give  notice  that  assist¬ 
ance  was  required.  Immediately  four  other  steamers  were  dispatched 
to  render  the  required  assistance.  After  being  joined  by  the  other 
steamers  we  proceeded  toward  Ocracoke,  the  Ceres  leading.  When 
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within  about  5  miles  of  the  strange  steamer  the  Ceres  returned.  I  pro¬ 
ceeded  on  to  within  about  3  miles  of  the  stranger,  when  I  received  a 
signal  ot  recall  from  the  Underwriter ,  which  was  then  about  5  miles 
astern.  1  returned  to  the  Underwriter  and  reported  a  large  side- wheel 
steamer  ashore  in  the  breakers  on  Ocracoke  Bar.  At  the  time  the  wind 
was  blowing  fresh  from  W.  S.  W.  and  rapidly  increasing  and  gave  the 
appearance  ot  a  storm.  Lieutenant  Lowry  ordered  me  to  return  to 
Hatteras  Inlet,  which  I  did,  and  arrived  here  at  sundown.  The  other 
steamers  went  on  toward  Ocracoke. 

ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  J.  Hotchkiss, 

T  .  ,  ,  _  _  Acting  Master.  Commanding. 

Lieutenant  B.  Weeden, 

Senior  Officer,  Hatteras  Inlet. 


IT.  S.  S.  Ceres, 

Hatteras  Inlet,  November  29,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  send  you  the  following  statement 
in  regard  to  my  proceedings  on  the  5tli  instant,  when  ordered  by  you 
to  go  outside  and  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  firing  heard  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Ocracoke  Inlet.  When  about  10  miles  to  the  southward  of 
Hatteras  Inlet,  I  discovered  what  I  took  to  be  a  steamer  standing  off¬ 
shore.  I  turned  round  and  stood  for  the  U.  S.  S.  Underwriter  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Commanding  Lowry.  I  reported  what  I  had  seen  to  Lieutenant 
Lowry  j  he  ordered  me  to  follow  him.  The  Underwriter,  Ellen ,  0.  M. 
1  ettit,  and  Ceres  stood  toward  the  strange  steamer.  The  Ceres  arrived 
at  the  strange  vessel  first.  I  ran  close  to  her,  found  her  to  be  a  French 
man-of-war,  ashore  a  little  to  the  southward  of  Ocracoke  Inlet.  A  boat 
put  off  from  her  with  a  lieutenant  on  board.  The  lieutenant  came  on 
board  of  the  Ceres.  He  informed  me  that  the  French  vessel  got  ashore 
about  2  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  5tli  instant.  I  tendered  him  all 
the  assistance  that  I  could  possibly  render  him,  offering  then  to  take 
off'  the  officers  and  crew,  which  could  have  been  done  at  the  time.  He 
informed  me  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  commander  of  the  French 
vessel  to  endeavor  to  get  her  off  at  high  water  next  day.  He  said  they 
had  200  tons  of  coal  on  board,  and  by  throwing  overboard  the  guns, 
ammunition,  coal,  and  every  thing  that  would  tend  to  lighten  the  ves¬ 
sel,  they  might  possibly  get  her  off;  if  unable  to  get  her  off,  they  would 
then  abandon  her.  He  asked  me  to  lay  by  her  during  the  night.  I 
told  him  I  would  report  to  the  senior  officer,  Lieutenant  Lowry ;  that 
I  knew  he  would  render  him  all  the  assistance  he  possibly  could.  I 
reported  to  Lieutenant  Lowry  what  the  French  lieutenant  had  com¬ 
municated  to  me.  Lieutenant  Lowry  ordered  me  to  go  to  Hatteras 
Inlet  and  report  to  you.  I  arrived  off  Hatteras  Inlet  about  7  p.  m.  It 
was  then  very  dark,  blowing  fresh  from  the  southward,  with  a  very 
heavy  sea  breaking  over  the  bar.  I  found  it  impossible  to  go  in,  and, 
in  obedience  to  orders  received  from  Lieutenant  Lowry,  I  fired  a  gun 
and  stood  off  and  on  until  daylight.  The  wind  and  sea  increased 
greatly  during  the  night,  the  Ceres  rolling  and  laboring  very  heavily 
and  making  very  bad  work  of  it.  At  daylight  I  ran  in  and  reported 
to  you.  The  U.  S.  S.  Ellen  was  off  Hatteras  Inlet  at  daylight,  but  was 
obliged  to  bear  away  for  Hatteras  Cove  for  shelter. 

The  6th  instant  it  was  blowing  fresh  from  the  southward,  with  a  very 
heavy  sea  outside,  making  it  unsafe  for  any  of  the  small  steamers  to 
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go  outside,  and,  in  my  opinion,  at  no  time  since,  prior  to  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  the  French  vessel,  could  this  steamer  have  rendered  her  any 

ctSSlStclll  C6. 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  1  ’  John  MacDiarmid, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Ceres. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  R.  Werden, 

U.  8.  S.  Stars  and  Strvpes. 


u.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes, 

Ratter  as  Inlet,  November  28,  1861. 

Sir:  Incompliance  with  your  request,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following  statement  of  an  attempt  to  rescue  the  French  steamer 
recently  wrecked  on  Ocracoke  Bar  by  the  steamers  under  your  command, 

as  follows:  ,  n  , 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  November,  we  heard  from  our  vessel 
the  firing  of  heavy  guns  to  the  southward.  Not  knowing  the  cause, 
you  were  pleased  to"  send  outside  the  steamer  Putnam,  with  orders  to 
return  in  two  hours,  unless  something  should  be  seen  worthy  of  notice; 
and  if  so,  to  fire  a  gun  as  signal  of  the  tact.  She  had  not  much  more 
than  crossed  the  bar  when  a  gun  was  fired,  upon  which  all  the  small 
steamers  under  your  command,  viz,  the  Underwriter,  the  Ceres,  the 
Ellen,  and  the  0.  M.  Pettit ,  were  immediately  dispatched,  supposing 
that  the  Putnam  needed  assistance. 

I  was  sent  as  surgeon,  accompanying  the  senior  officer,  Lieutenant 
Lowry,  of  the  Underwriter.  Upon  arriving  outside  we  could  see  nothing ; 
but  after  steaming  down  the  coast  several  miles,  we  discovered  what 
appeared  to  be  a  large  steamer,  and  upon  a  nearer  approach  discovered 
that  it  was  a  French  man-of-war,  fast  ashore  m  the  breakers  close  to 
Ocracoke  Inlet  and  making  signals  of  distress. 

We  also  saw  at  the  same  time  two  Confederate  steamers  inside  the 
inlet  and  in  the  sound.  In  the  meantime  the  wind  had  commenced  to 
blow  quite  fresh  and  the  sea  to  roll  high ;  but  we  continued  on,  although 
our  own  machinery  had  broken  down  twice  before  reaching  this  point. 
In  consequence  of  this,  the  Ceres  went  ahead  of  us,  spoke  the  steamer, 
and  came  back,  reporting  to  us  that  the  vessel  was  hopelessly  ashore, 
and  desired  us  to  lay  by  all  night  and  help  them  in  the  morning.  As 
the  weather  looked  very  squally,  and  it  was  near  night,  Lieutenant 
Lowry  ordered  the  other  steamers  to  return  to  Hatteras  Inlet  for  their 
own  safety,  determining  himself  to  lay  by  all  night  with  his  own  vessel, 
and  take  off  the  officers  and  crew  the  next  morning.  This  we  attempted 
to  do,  standing  off  and  on  all  the  time,  seeing  the  flash  of  their  guns  every 
half  hour.  During  this  time  we  were  running  great  risk  ourselves,  as 
the  wind  continued  to  blow  fresher  and  the  sea  to  run  higher  all  the 
time;  so  much  so,  in  fact,  that  our  vessel  was  at  times  almost  submerged. 

We  labored  on,  however,  until  daylight,  when  the  engineer  imported 
that  the  machinery  was  out  of  order,  that  the  vessel  was  leaking  badly, 
and  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  return  to  Hatteras,  as  she  could 
not  last  much  longer  in  such  a  sea  as  then  prevailed.  Thus,  after 
running  much  risk,  we  were  reluctantly  forced  to  return  to  Hatteras 
Inlet,  getting  inside  only  after  narrowly  escaping  striking  on  the  bar. 
The  condition  of  matters  was  reported  to  you,  and  I  would  add  that  we 
all  watched  with  intense  auxiety  for  an  abatement  of  the  wind  and  sea 
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sufficient  to  warrant  you  in  crossing  the  bar  with  any  degree  of  safety 
until  the  morning  of  the  7th  instant,  when  we  all  saw  and  heard  a 
tremendous  explosion,  and  knew  that  the  French  steamer  had  blown  up 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Benj.  Marshall, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Feed  Werden, 

U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  letter  from  the 

French  Minister  at  Washington,  D.  C. 


Department  oe  State, 
Washington ,  December  10 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith,  for  your  informa¬ 
tion,  the  translation  ot  a  note  of  the  2d  instant,  addressed  to  this 
Department  by  the  French  minister  accredited  to  this  Government, 
relative  to  the  wreck  ot  the  French  corvette  Prong ,  and  to  be, 
irour  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


William  H.  Seward. 


[Enclosure. — Translation.] 

Legation  oe  France  to  the  United  States, 

Washington ,  December  2,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  to  me 
on  the  26tli  of  last  month,  upon  transmitting  to  me  the  explanations 
which  your  Department  had  voluntarily  sought  from  that  of  the  Navy, 
on  the  subject  of  the  shipwreck  of  his  Majesty’s  corvette  Prony ,  and 
the  want  of  aid  on  the  part  of  some  United  States  steamers,  of  which 
the  commander  of  that  vessel  had  to  complain. 

1  can  not,  sir,  but  thank  you  for  the  initiative  taken  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment  in  making  enquiry  into  this  affair,  and  am  charmed  to  learn  that 
the  casualties  of  navigation  alone  interfered  with  the  kind  purposes  of 
the  American  commanders  and  prevented  them  from  carrying  succor 
to  the  Prony. 

I  seize  upon  this  occasion,  sir,  to  renew  to  you  the  assurance  of  my 
high  consideration. 

Henri  Mercier. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  flag-officers  commanding 
blockading  squadrons,  transmitting  information  regarding  the  steamers 
Fingal  and  Theodora. 

Navy  Department,  November  5, 1861. 
Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  and  invite  your  attention  to  the  following 
papers  that  have  been  referred  to  this  Department  by  the  Secretary  of 
State,  viz,  extract  from  dispatch  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
on  the  17th  ultimo  by  the  U.  S.  minister  at  London,  relative  to  the 
sailing  of  the  steamer  Fingal ,  in  company  with  the  bark  Amelia ,  with 
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munitions  of  war  for  the  insurgents,  and  extract  from  a  dispatch 
addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  2oth  ultl“°  •'  [ 

consul  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  reporting  the  continued  arrival 
there  of  vessels  from  the  blockaded  ports  and  giving  some  information 
concerning  the  rebel  steamer  Theodora. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc.,  Wf.t.t.f.s. 


Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Flag-Officer  Wi.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


[Enclosures. — Extracts.] 

Legation  oe  the  United  States, 

London ,  October  17, 1861. 

gIR.  *  *  #  Since  the  date  of  my  last  the  steamer  Fingal,  being 

the  second  experiment  of  the  kind,  has  sailed  in  company  with  a 
smaller  vessel,  the  bark  Amelia ,  containing  cartridges  and  gunpowder. 
Thev  are  cleared  for  Honduras,  but  it  is  stated  by  Mr.  Cook,  lately  the 
vice"-consul  at  Glasgow,  in  a  letter  to  me,  that  the  captain  expressed  m 
private  his  intention  to  try  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  and,  failing  m 
that,  to  beach  the  vessel  on  the  coast,  trusting  to  the  means  he  had  to 
unload  her  cargo  in  a  very  few  hours.  It  appears  by  the  newspapers  that 
the  Fingal  came  into  collision  on  Monday  night. with  a  Sardinian  bark, 
and  sunk  her,  but  there  is  no  account  whether  she  herself  received  any 
damage  or  not. 

******* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Francis  Adams. 

Hon.  Wi.  II.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Nassau ,  Neic  Providence,  Bahamas,  October  25,  1861. 

Sir:  *  *  *  Vessels  continue  to  arrive  from  the  blockaded  ports, 

and  on  the  14th  ultimo  an  armed  steamer,  called  the  Theodora,  direct 
from  Charleston,  chased  the  New  York  Underwriter’s  schooner,  the 
II.  W.  Johnson,  into  the  very  mouth  of  this  harbor. 

The  steamer  was  boarded  by  a  secession  merchant  of  this  place  and 
he  brought  ashore  the  report  that  the  steamer  was  en  route  to  Havana 
with  a  large  number  of  passengers  on  their  way  to  England. 

It  is  certain  that  she  was  well  armed,  and  that  her  passengers  were 
also  well  provided  with  small  arms. 

The  opinion  here  is  that,  having  heard  that  the  armed  schooner 
II.  W.  Johnson  was  cruising  about  the  banks,  they  thought  she  would 
be  a  most  desirable  prize  for  their  piratical  expeditions. 

******* 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  Whiting, 

U.  S.  Consul. 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  I).  C. 
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Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Nassau ,  New  Providence,  October  26,  1861. 

Sir  :  Since  writing’  dispatch  No.  32 1  have  learned  from  good  authority 
that  the  so-called  steamer  Theodora  is  the  Charleston  packet  Gordon 
Jately  plying  between  that  port  and  Fernandina,  and  the  captain 
.hobert  Lockwood?  who  was  pilot  of  the  steamer  Columbia ,  which  1  com- 
marnled,  sent  his  respects  to  me.  He  commanded  the  Gordon  when  I 
was  last  in  Charleston,  and  the  Theodora  and  Gordon  are  undoubtedly 
one  and  the  same. 

*  *  *  *  #  *  # 

I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  Whiting, 

(jOII  Q  7/  7 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington ,  T).  G. 


Report  of  Commander  Parker,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Cam¬ 
bridge,  regarding  expedition  to  Corrotoman  Creek,  Rappahannock  River, 

transm  itting  report  of  Lieutenant  Gwin,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Cambridge, 
Rappahannock  River ,  November  9,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  6th  instant  I  ordered  a 
detachment  of  thirty  men  from  this  vessel,  under  the  command  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Gwin,  assisted  by  Acting  Masters  Eldridge  and  Strong  and 
Midshipman  Cushing,  to  proceed  in  the  U.  S.  S.  Rescue  to  the  Corroto¬ 
man  Creek  and  capture  a  schooner  reported  to  me  to  be  loaded  with 
firewood,  and,  in  the  event  of  not  succeeding  in  this,  to  burn  her. 

The  schooner  was  found  to  be  hard  and  fast  ashore,  and  as  it  was 
impossible  to  move  her,  she  was  burned  in  obedience  to  my  orders  to 
this  effect,  together  with  a  large  quantity  of  firewood  piled  up  on  shore. 

Uo  resistance  was  met  with  till  the  Rescue  began  to  return,  when  a 
body  of  rebel  troops,  armed  with  rifles  on  both  sides  of  the  creek,  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  about  130  men  in  number,  with  a  rifled  cannon  in  a  masked 
battery,  attacked  her,  but  without  effecting  much  damage  to  our  party. 
The  rebels  were  concealed  by  thick  underbrush  and  a  house  from  which 
they  fired. 

Acting  Master  Strong  was  struck  with  a  spent  rifle  ball,  but  not  seri¬ 
ously  hurt,  and  no  other  person  was  wounded. 

The  expedition  was  perfectly  successful  and  the  duty  performed  in  a 
spirited  and  brilliant  manner. 

The  detachment  returned  to  this  vessel  about  5  p.  m.,  having  been 
absent  on  this  duty  a  little  more  than  four  hours. 

I  herewith  forward  Lieutenant  Gwin’s  report  of  the  affair. 

I  have  also  to  report  that,  having  been  informed  by  a  contraband 
that  there  were  three  companies  of  rebel  troops  encamped  at  the  town 
of  Urbana  near  a  large  magazine  of  powder,  I  proceeded  on  the  8th 
instant  to  that  place  and  endeavored  to  dislodge  them  and  blow  up  the 
magazine  with  our  battery,  assisted  by  the  Rescue. 

After  bombarding  the  encampment  for  an  hour  and  a  half  the  maga¬ 
zine  was  perforated  several  times  with  our  shot  and  shell,  but  we  were 
unable  to  destroy  it,  the  depth  of  the  water  hot  allowing  us  to  approach 
the  enemy  nearer  than  1J  miles, 
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The  rebels  did  not  reply,  except  by  musketry  when  a  boat  from  the 
Rescue  attempted  to  approach  the  shore.  There  were  no  casualties  in 
this  action  on  our  side. 

Since  our  arrival  in  this  river  this  vessel  has  been  actively  engaged 
in  maintaining  the  blockade. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wi.  A.  Parker, 

Commander . 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 

[Enclosure.] 

TJ.  S.  S.  Cambridge, 

Rappahannock  River ,  Virginia ,  November  6,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  expedition  under  my 
command,  consisting  of  Acting  Masters  R.  D.  Eldridge,  F.  W.  Strong, 
and  Midshipman  W.  B.  Cushing,  with  thirty  men,  armed  with  Sharps 
rifles,  which  left  this  vessel  in  the  U.  S.  S.  Rescue  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  out  or  destroying  a  schooner  some  5  miles  up  Corrotoman 
Creek,  has  returned,  having  been  entirely  successful. 

Finding  it  impossible  to  bring  the  schooner  out,  she  being  hard  and 
fast  ashore,  I  burned  her,  having  previously  removed  her  mainsail,  jib, 
and  running  rigging,  together  with  some  other  articles,  to  the  Rescue. 
She  proved  to  be  the  Ada  (120  tons),  of  Baltimore,  loaded  with  wood.  We 
burned  also  a  large  quantity  of  corded  wood  lying  near  the  schooner, 
all  the  property  of  Captain  Pritchard,  a  notorious  rebel.  We  met 
with  no  opposition  going  up,  but  on  our  return,  when  opposite  Mary’s 
Point,  the  rebels  opened  lire  upon  us  from  a  masked  battery,  one  rifled 
cannon,  and  with  rifles  from  the  bushes  on  both  sides  of  the  creek,  and 
from  a  large  house  near  the  battery.  We  returned  the  fire,  I  think  with 
some  effect,  with  the  32-pounder  of  the  Rescue  and  our  Sharps  rifles, 
one  of  our  shells  exploding  in  and  nearly  destroying  the  house.  Another 
of  our  shells  exploding  in  front  of  the  battery,  the  firing  ceased.  We 
rejoined  the  ship  without  further  molestation.  Acting  Master  Strong 
was  struck  by  a  spent  ball,  and  the  canoe  on  the  hurricane  deck  of  the 
Rescue  was  destroyed  by  a  shot  from  the  battery,  being  all  the  damage 
sustained  on  our  side.  Our  officers  and  men  behaved  gallantly,  as  also 
the  officers  and  men  of  the  Rescue.  Much  praise  is  due  Pilot  Seward 
for  his  management  of  the  vessel  during  the  afternoon,  the  channel 
being  very  narrow  and  tortuous  at  the  place  where  we  were  attacked, 
not  over  5  feet  wide. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Gwin, 
Lieutenant ,  JJ.  S.  Navy. 

Commander  W.  A.  Parker, 

TJ.  S.  S.  Cambridge,  Rappahannock  River. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  the  movements  of  vessels. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  November  6,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to- inform  the  Department  that  the  Brandywine 
arrived  here  on  the  29tli  ultimo,  and  that  the  Roanoke  arrived  here  on 
the  1st  instant  in  a  disabled  condition. 
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If  notices  from  me  to  the  Department  of  the  arrival  of  these  vessels 
at  this  place  have  not  reached  there,  the  fault  must  be  with  the  mail. 

The  j Ellen  and  Whitehall  both  put  in  here  from  Philadelphia  to  report 
to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont.  The  former,  after  repairing  some  slight  dam¬ 
ages  and  procuring  a  few  necessary  articles,  put  to  sea  again  for  the 
south,  with  the  0.  M.  Pettit  in  company.  The  latter,  the  Whitehall, 
put  to  sea  yesterday,  but  back  again  to-day,  owing  to  a  heavy  wind 
and  sea  which  she  experienced,  and  which  still  prevails.  Her  com¬ 
mander  reports  that  she  leaks  badly  and  is  otherwise  in  an  unsafe  con¬ 
dition  to  go  farther.  I  shall  order  a  survey  immediately,  and,  if  prac¬ 
ticable,  make  her  proceed  to  her  destination.  Ferryboats,  I  fear,  are 
not  likely  to  get  along  well  on  our  coast,  either  at  this  or  any  other 
season  of  the  year.  They  suffer  severely  from  the  seas,  even  when 
comparatively  moderate  in  force. 

The  Commodore  Barney  (formerly  Ethan  Allan)  is  ordered  to  Balti¬ 
more,  with  directions  to  her  commander  to  communicate  immediately 
with  Carpenter  James  McDonnell,  No.  68  North  Broadway,  and  corner 
of  Mullikin  street,  who  will  have  received  instructions  from  Washing¬ 
ton  concerning  her  repairs. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  1).  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  the 
U.  S.  S.  Roanoke. 

Nayy  Department,  November  6, 1861. 
Sir:  The  Department  approves  the  recommendation  contained  in 
your  No.  51,  of  the  4tli  instant,  to  retain  the  Roanoke  at  Hampton 
Eoads  until  her  crank  pin  shall  be  ready  for  her. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadro7i. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  Commander  Parker ,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Cambridge,  regarding  contrabands. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  November  6,  1861. 

Sir  :  You  are  to  be  very  careful  that  none  of  the  contrabands  received 
on  board  the  blockading  vessels  in  the  Eappahannock  come  from  the 
State  of  Maryland  or  any  other  State  not  in  rebellion. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  Wm.  A.  Parker, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Cambridge ,  off  Rappahannock  River. 
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Letter  from  Flag -Officer  Goldsborough ,  TJ.  S.  N ary , commanding  Forth 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  Lieutenant  Werden,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes,  regarding  the  blocking  of  inlets 
with  vessels  loaded  with  stone. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Hoads,  November  6,  1861. 

Sir:  If  you  will  refer  to  my  instructions  of  the  12tli  ultimo,  you  will 
perceive  that  the  inlets  mentioned  were  to  be  blocked  up  by  placing 
obstructions  over  the  inner  bulkheads — uot  on  the  bars,  but  at  the  line 
of  meeting  of  the  waters  of  the  sea  and  of  the  sound  inside  the  head¬ 
lands. 

Opinions  upon  the  subject  had  been  gathered  at  Washington  before 
the  Department  issued  its  orders,  and  the  result  of  them  was,  that 
where  the  waters  actually  met  it  was  not  likely  that  any  material 
change  of  soundings  occurred.  Whether  this  be  true  or  not,  it  is  not 
my  province  to  determine,  nor  that  of  any  other  officer  subordinate  to 
me,  simply  because  we  are  not  required  to  do  so,  or,  in  other  words, 
because  our  opinions  are  not  asked.  What  the  Department  wishes  is 
to  have  its  orders  executed,  if  possible,  and  nothing  more. 

I  attach,  myself,  but  little  consequence  to  the  opinions  of  pilots,  or 
any  other  persons  who  have  not  had  ample  opportunities  to  make 
minute  observations  precisely  at  the  line  of  meeting  of  the  waters 
above  mentioned;  for,  according  to  the  information  furnished  by  the 
Coast  Survey  there,  the  soundings  are  not  materially  interrupted  or 
altered  by  washings.  On  the  outer  bar,  of  course,  it  is  otherwise,  and 
also  on  all  the  other  bars  where  the  line  of  meeting  of  the  waters  does 
not  occur.  If  you  can  block  up  at  Ocracoke  in  the  way  stated,  I  wish 
you  to  do  so. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Reed  Werden, 

Commanding  Stars  and  Stripes,  Hatteras  Inlet. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North  At¬ 
lantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  the  commanding  officer  of  TJ.  S.  S.  Com¬ 
modore  Barney  to  proceed  with  tha  t  vessel  to  Baltimore  for  repairs. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Boads,  November  6, 1861. 

Sir  :  You  Avill  proceed  Avitli  the  vessel  under  your  command  to  Bal¬ 
timore,  and  on  your  arrival  communicate  immediately  with  Mr.  James 
McDonnell,  carpenter,  U.  S.  Navy,  residing  at  No.  68  North  Broadway, 
corner  of  Mullikiu  street,  who  Avill  have  received  instructions  from 
Washington  concerning  her  repairs.  Report  to  me  Avhen  you  are  ready 
to  start,  as  I  wish  you  to  touch  in  at  the  Rappahannock,  to  deliver  an 
important  letter  to  the  commanding  naval  officer  stationed  off  its  mouth. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Commanding  Officer  U.  S.  S.  Ethan 


Allen  [Commodore  Bar- 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  flag-officers  commanding  block¬ 
ading  squadrons,  transmitting  information  regarding  steamer  Fingal. 

Navy  Department,  November  6, 1861. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  extracts  from  dispatch  No.  4+  of  the  vice- 
consul  at  Liverpool  to  the  Department  of  State  respecting  the  sailing 
of  the  Fingal  and  the  movements  of  other  vessels,  to  which  I  would  call 
your  particular  attention. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc.,  ■ 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Wi.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Consulate, 
Liverpool ,  October  18,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  have  been  apprised  by  consul  at  Glasgow  of  the  sail¬ 
ing  on  the  10th  of  the  steamer  Fingal  from  the  Clyde,  laden  with  muni¬ 
tions  of  war  for  the  rebels  and  having  a  number  of  Southern  men  on 
board  as  passengers. 

Captain  J.  D.  Bulloch  left  here  on  the  8th  and  has  not  been  here 
since.  Whether  he  went  in  her  or  not  I  do  not  know.  I  think  he  went 
in  her  from  the  Clyde,  but  would  leave  her  at  a  port  in  Ireland. 

I  do  hope  she  will  be  taken  despite  her  English  flag.  I  heard  two 
Southerners  on  ’change  the  other  day  chuckling  at  the  escape  of  the 
Bermuda.  It  appears  that  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  were  apprised  of 
her  arrival  by  telegram  and  letter  by  way  of  Quebec. 

On  Wednesday  a  cotton  statement,  purporting  to  be  from  New 
Orleans,  on  the  14th  of  September,  was  published  on  ’change,  and  I 
learn  that  it  also*came  by  way  of  Quebec. 

One  of  the  Arm  of  W.  Watson  &  Co.,  who  have  houses  in  New  York 
and  Philadelphia,  yesterday  reported  a  conversation  to  me  which  he 
had  heard  on  an  omnibus  concerning  the  blockade,  to  the  effect  that 
the  steamers  Malacca  and  Rangoon  were  to  be  laden  for  the  South  very 
shortly;  that  the  Government  cruisers  were  not  fast  vessels,  and  by  get¬ 
ting  inshore,  out  of  range,  a  fast  vessel  was  sure  to  get  into  a  port  or 
ashore,  and  in  the  latter  event  the  cargo  would  be  saved.  I  myself 
know  Mr.  Sobel,  who  has  the  management  of  these  vessels,  to  have 
stated  that  he  could  get  full  cargoes  for  them  for  Southern  ports,  and 
that  if  but  one  should  succeed  in  getting  in  she  would  pay  well  for  the 
two.  He  also  stated  that  he  could  get  them  insured  at  10  guineas  per 
hundredweight.  I  know  also  that  he  is  in  communication  with  the 
Southern  commissioners.  I  understand  he  intends  shortly  to  go  to  the 
United  States  to  try  and  sell  these  steamers  and  others  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  that  he  intends  going  South. 

In  my  last  I  informed  you  of  the  sailing  of  the  Elfin,  cleared  for 
Lima,  with  a  cargo  mostly  composed  of  munitions  of  war.  Since  then 
the  John  Beil  has  cleared  for  the  same  place,  having  a  lai’ge  quantity 
of  shells,  cannon,  cartridges,  etc.  She  is  360  tons,  ship-rigged,  black 
hull,  with  yellow  strip.  Entries  were  made  at  the  custom-house  on  the 
14tli  of  160  cases  lead  shot,  67J  tons  shells,  278  cases,  2  kegs,  hand¬ 
spikes,  rammers,  etc.,  1  case  percussion  caps,  264  casks  cartridges,  204 
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barrels  gunpowder,  1  case  fuzes,  154  tons  cannon  and  accessories,  4 
cnses  sabers,  2  cases  copper  wire  for  Lima,  and  32  cases,  5  bundles  guns, 
cannon  and  accessories,  and  119  cases  shells  for  Callao.  All,  I  believe, 
were  by  the  two  ships  mentioned.  The  Peruvian  consul  informs  me 
that  the  Peruvian  Government  are  buying  rifled  cannon  in  England, 
but  believes  they  are  to  be  shipped  from  London.  The  John  Peil  was 
also  dispatched  by  a  South  American  house. 

Thirty  barrels  gunpowder  have  been  shipped  lor  Jamaica. 

Mr.  C.  Hill,  who  dispatched  the  Cheshire ,  mentioned  in  my  last,  lias 
entered  the  ship  Consul  (referred  to  in  my  No.  24)  to  load  for  Halifax. 
There  is  no  doubt  whatever  of  her  real  destination  being  a  Southern 
port. 

William  Rose,  a  native  of  Maine,  who  left  the  United  States  as  ordi¬ 
nary  seaman  of  an  American  vessel  twelve  years  ago  and  has  been 
eleven  years  serving  in  the  British  army  in  India,  has  applied  to  me 
for  a  passage  home.  Being  satisfied  of  tho  truth  of  his  statement,  and 
also  that,  being  a  gunner  of  such  experience,  he  must  be  a  most  valua¬ 
ble  man  and  will  be  willing  to  enter  the  Army  at  home,  I  shall  send  him 
bv  the  steamer  City  of  New  York  for  New  York  on  the  23d,  at  an 
expense  of  $40  instead  of  the  usual  $10,  giving  the  usual  order  on  the 
Treasury.  I  shall  give  him  a  letter  to  deliver  to  the  collector.  I 
enclose  his  military  discharge.  He  was  discharged  on  the  change  in 
the  India  Government  on  refusing  to  reenlist  in  the  Queen’s  service.  He 
is  about  30  years  of  age,  5  feet  10,  and  quite  healthy. 

I  am  informed  that  large  orders  for  blankets  for  the  South  are  being 
executed  in  Yorkshire.  You  would  observe  by  the  manifest  of  the 
Cheshire  and  Eliza  Bonsall  that  bales  of  blankets  formed  part  of  both 
cargoes. 

With  high  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

H.  Wilding, 

Vice-Consul . 

Hon.  E.  W.  Seward. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldshorough ,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  /Squadron ,  regarding  the  effects  of  a  gale  in 
Hatter  as  Inlet. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads ,  November  7,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  reports  from  Hatteras  Inlet  to  the  3d  instant,  stating 
that  a  terrible  gale  of  wind  has  just  occurred  there,  occasioning  the 
loss  of  a  number  of  the  schooners  loaded  with  stone,  and  great  injury 
to  Forts  Hatteras, and  Clark,  which  are  now  washing  away.  They  also 
add  that  the  whole  of  the  coast  between  the  inlet  and  forts  is  under 
water  in  many  places  to  the  depth  of  12  feet,  and  that  the  troops  were 
preparing  to  move  farther  up  the  coast.  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Werden,  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes, who  makes  these  reports,  also  informs 
me  that  at  about  3  p.  m.  of  the  2d  instant  six  of  the  rebel  steamers 
approached  the  anchorage  at  Hatteras  Inlet  from  the  sound,  apparently 
with  the  view  of  attacking  our  vessels,  but  after  one  of  them  had  fired 
three  shots  they  all  retired  and  were  soon  out  of  sight.  He  adds: 
“They  were  far  beyond  the  range  of  our  guns.”  A  succession  of  bad 
weather  had  prevented  him  from  closing  up  Ocracoke  Inlet  as  directed, 
but  he  was  to  proceed  to  execute  the  service  as  soon  as  it  should  prove 
suitable. 
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He  further  adds  that  General  Williams  had  informed  him  that  the 
enemy  now  had  a  force  of  5,000  troops  in  the  neighborhood,  and  that 
his  intention,  as  reported,  was  to  reoccupy  the  inlet. 

I  get  nothing  from  the  commander  ot  the  Underwriter ,  Lieutenant 
Lowry,  but  the  most  doleful  accounts  of  her  condition,  and  this  has 
been  going  on  pretty  much  ever  since  he  joined  my  command. 

I  enclose  herewith  the  last  received  from  him  through  Lieutenant 
Werden,  by  which  the  Department  will  be  able  to  judge  of  the  state  of 
things  concerning  her. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  0. 


Report  of  Captain  Furviance,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  St. 

Lawrence,  of  the  capture  by  that  vessel  of  the  English  schooner  Fanny 

Lee. 

U.  S.  Frigate  St.  Lawrence, 

Off  St.  Simon's  Island,  November  7,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  sent  to  Philadelphia  the  English  schooner  Fanny  Lee, 
commanded  by  J.  G.  Fritszinger,  under  charge  of  Acting  Master  J.  W. 
Bogert,  captured  after  a  few  hours  out  from  Darien,  Ga.,  with  a  cargo 
of  rice  and  tobacco,  bound  to  Nassau,  New  Providence. 

I  herewith  transmit  to  you  a  list  of  vessels  boarded,  spoken,  and 
captured  by  this  ship. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Y.  PURVIANCE, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Hampton  Roads. 


Report  off  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  transmitting  report  of  board  of  survey 
on  U.  S.  S.  Whitehall. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  November  7, 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  herewith  the  report  of  a  • 
board  of  officers  in  the  case  of  the  Whitehall ,  about  which  vessel  I 
wrote  you  yesterday,  and  I  beg  to  ask  if,  notwithstanding  its  import, 

I  shall  send  the  vessel  south!  Her  commander,  Francis  P.  Allen,  is 
an  old  and  respectable  shipmaster  out  of  New  York,  and  he  declares  to 
me  that  she  is  utterly  unfit  to  contend  with  even  a  moderate  gale  at 
sea,  and  that  neither  himself  nor  anyone  else  on  board  ever  expected 
to  be  called  upon  to  go  beyond  this  place  in  her.  In  coming  from  New 
York  here  she  had,  it  seems,  to  put  into  Philadelphia  for  some  repairs, 
and  so,  too,  with  the  Ellen,  of  similar  character,  which  vessel  I  fear, 
judging  from  the  weather  that  has  prevailed  since  her  departure,  has 
not  yet  got  much  beyond  Hatteras  Inlet. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  J).  C. 
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U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  November  7,  1861. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  the  6th  instant,  we  have 
examined  the  steam  ferryboat  Whitehall,  and  do  not  hud  that  she  has 
sustained  any  perceptible  injury  in  her  passage  from  New  York  Hut 
we  do  not  consider  her  seaworthy,  particularly  at  this  season  ot  the 
year.  The  guards  which  form  part  of  the  deck  have  no  security  except 
the  ordinary  guard-beam  knees  outside,  there  being  only  four  knees 
inside,  two  under  each  wheel  beam.  Any  considerable  swell,  which 
she  is  liable  to  encounter  at  any  time,  will  inevitably  tear  it  away  and 
endanger  the  lives  of  all  on  board. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

G.  J.  Van  Brunt, 

Captain  U.  8.  S.  Minnesota. 

S.  F.  Hazard, 

Commander,  U.  8.  Navy. 

A.  Ludlow  Case, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Ebzr.  Thompson, 

Carpenter,  U.  8.  Navy. 

H.  M.  Griffiths, 

Acting  Carpenter,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  8. 

Navy,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  the 

U.  8.  S.  Whitehall. 

Navy  Department,  November  9, 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  dispatch,  No.  59,  enclosing  report  of  sur¬ 
vey  on  the  Whitehall. 

If  it  meets  your  judgment  the  Connecticut  might  be  directed  to  tow 
the  Whitehall  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont. 

These  small  vessels  are  of  the  utmost  importance  in  the  South  Caro¬ 
lina  internal  waters,  and  all  of  them  might  be  towed  down  if  thought 
best. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Werden,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  S.  Stars 
and  Stripes,  regarding  the  blocking  of  Ocracoke  Inlet  with  vessels  loaded 
with  stone. 

U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes, 
Hatteras  Inlet,  November  8,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  communication  of  the  Gth  instant,  in  which 
I  am  referred  to  your  orders  of  the  12th  ultimo  in  reference  to  the  block¬ 
ing  up  of  the  inlet. 
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I  ha's  e  been  doing  my  best  to  accomplish  tlie  duty  you  have  assigned 
to  me,  but  as  yet  it  lias  not  been  possible  to  accomplish  anything. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Webden, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  the  loyal  inhabitants  of  Cliin- 
coteague  Island. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads ,  November  9 ,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  some  time  since  concerning 
the  inhabitants  ot  the  island  of  Chincoteague.  They  are  all  thoroughly 
loyal,  and  of  this  there  can  be  no  doubt.  " 

A  number  of  them  volunteered  recently  to  serve  under  Lieutenant 
Murray,  of  the  Louisiana ,  as  a  part  of  his  expedition  to  destroy  three 
vessels  in  Accomac,  and  they  did  so  serve.  These  poor  people,  800  in 
number,  have  to  depend  mainly  upon  supplying  Philadelphia  and  New 
York  with  oysters  for  their  subsistence. 

They  pray  to  be  allowed  to  continue  this  occupation  under  any  restric¬ 
tions  the  Government  may  impose,  and  they  tell  me  that  unless  they 
can  secure  this  privilege  they  must  either  abandon  their  homes  or 
starve.  May  I  extend  it  to  them?  I  feel  confident  that  I  can  manage 
the  matter  so  as  not  to  prove  detrimental  to  the  public  interests  and  at 
the  same  time  be  beneficial  in  a  high  degree  to  the  indigent  supplicants. 
They  have  all  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance.  It  was  administered  to 
them  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Murray. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flay -Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  to  extend  pro¬ 
tection  to  the  inhabitants  of  Chincoteague  Lsland. 

Navy  Department,  November  12, 1861. 

Sir:  Your  No.  61,  in  relation  to  the  inhabitants  of  Chincoteague, 
has  been  received. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  informs  me  that  he  extends  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  traffic,  etc.,  to  these  people,  and  encouragement  and  protection 
may  be  given  to  the  loyal  inhabitants,  as  indicated  in  your  dispatch. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 
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Report  of  Commander  Prentiss ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Alba¬ 
tross,  regarding  a  wrecked  steamer  on  Bogne  Island ,  and  the  condition 
of  the  blockade. 

U.  S.  S.  Albatross, 

/ / / /'i>i ii  / /  . n  Ttnn.fls  November  9.  1SG1. 


Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  6th  instant,  while  on  my 
wav  to  examine  Bogue  Inlet,  I  discovered  a  steamer  on  shore  on  Bogue 
Island  [banks],  about  20  miles  west  of  Beaufort.  Flags  of  truce  were 
raised  by  people  on  shore,  but  the  surf  was  so  heavy  I  found  it  impos¬ 
sible  to  land.  I  could  see,  however,  she  was  an  iron  side  wheel 
steamer,  painted  black,  broken  entirely  in  two.  On  the  7th,  the  sea 
being  smooth,  I  sent  a  boat  on  shore,  which  was  met  by  a  captain 
and  lieutenant  of  the  Confederate  Army.  They  stated  the  vessel  was 
either  the  Star  of  the  Union  or  Star  of  the  South  (they  did  not  know 
which),  loaded  with  horses,  provisions,  and  hay;  that  there  were  eighty 
men  on  board,  who  escaped,  were  taken  prisoners,  and  sent  to  Beaufort 
and  Baleigli;  that  the  vessel  was  leaking  badly  and  was  run  on  shore 
purposely  by  the  captain  on  the  night  of  the  1st  of  November.  The 
vessel  was  a  perfect  wreck,  her  boiler  and  main  shaft  under  water,  and 
the  beach  near  her  strewed  with  pressed  hay,  barrels,  and  dead  horses. 
They  also  informed  me  that  the  Winfield  Scott  was  in  company  with  her, 
was  leaking  badly,  and  had  probably  foundered;  that  they  had  received 
information  of  two  steamers  ashore  below  Cape  Hatteras  and  two  oft' 
Charleston,  S.  C.,  and  that  thirty  vessels  of  the  expedition  had  arrived 
off  Georgetown,  S.  C.  Several  hundred  Confederate  troops  are  en¬ 
camped  near  the  wreck,  behind  the  bank. 

On  the  5tli  I  chased  and  brought  to,  off  Cape  Lookout  Shoals,  the 
steamer  j Belvedere.  The  captain  informed  me  that  he  sailed  with  the 
expedition,  the  only  order  he  received  being  to  keep  south  ;  that  he 
had  proceeded  as  far  as  33°,  had  parted  company,  was  in  a  leaky 
state,  and  was  making  his  way  to  Hatteras  Inlet.  I  offered  assistance; 
he  replied  he  needed  none.  1  then  gave  him  the  bearings  and  distance 
to  Hatteras  Inlet.  He  was  running  at  this  time  at  the  rate  of  about 
8  knots.  The  weather  was  pleasant  and  he  could  have  made  Charles¬ 
ton  Bar  in  about  twenty-four  hours. 

Flo  vessel  has  left  or  entered  Beaufort  since  I  have  been  on  the  sta¬ 
tion,  but  there  is  not  force  enough  to  insure  a  perfect  blockade. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  A.  Prentiss, 

Commander. 


Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborotjgh, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  of  the  return  to  Hampton  Roads,  in  dis¬ 
tress,  of  U.  S.  8.  Commodore  Perry. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads ,  November  9,  1861. 
Sir  :  Another  one  of  the  ferryboats,  the  Commodore  Perry ,  has  put 
back  here  in  distress,  with  her  deck  all  started  up,  guards  started, 
wheelhouse  stove  in,  loss  of  boats,  davits,  rails,  etc. 

The  disaster  occurred  between  Cape  Hatteras  and  Bull’s  Bay  [S.  0.] 
during  a  heavy  gale  of  wind  from  S.  E.  to  W.  S.  W.,  on  last  Friday  and 
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Saturday,  the  1st  and  2d  instant.  On  the  1st  she  parted  with  the  May¬ 
flower,  which  vessel  then  had  her  colors  union  down.  The  captain  of 
e  (  ommodore  Perry  thinks  that  the  Mayflower  must  have  gone  down 
or  else  on  shore  on  the  coast  of  North  Carolina.  The  Commodore  Pern 
on  proceeding  here,  put  into  Hatteras  Inlet,  and  there  remained  for 
three  days.  She  left  there  yesterday,  and  states  that  neither  the  Ellen 
nor  the  O.  M.  Pettit  had  got  beyond  that  place,  for  both  were  there  at 
anchor,  weather-bound.  Shall  I  send  the  Commodore  Perry  to  Balti¬ 
more  to  be  repaired  ? 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

TT  „  _  Flag-  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  to  Lieutenant  Braine ,  U.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding  U.  S.  S.  Monticello ,  to  proceed  to  duty  off  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

IT.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  November  9,  1861. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  off  Wilmington,  N.  0.,  with  the  Monticello 
and,  on  your  arrival  there,  report  yourself  to  Commander  Charles 
Green  for  duty  in  the  blockade  of  that  port. 

A  memorandam  oi  vessels  which  have  sailed,  or  are  about  sailing, 
from  England  and  the  British  provinces  with  the  intention  of  violating 
the  blockade  is  herewith  furnished  you.  You  will  please  give  a  copy  of 
it  to  the  cruisers  you  may  meet. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  D.  L.  Braine, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Monticello,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Commander  Livingston,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  IT.  S.  ship 
Cumberland ,  regarding  two  pungies  discovered  in  James  River. 

IT.  S.  Ship  Cumberland, 
Neicport  News,  November  10,  1861. 

Sir:  At  daylight  this  morning  my  guard  boat  discovered  two  pun¬ 
gies  coming  down  James  River,  about  2  miles  above  this  anchorage,  a 
white  flag  flying  in  their  rigging.  Our  boat  took  them  in  tow  and 
brought  them  alongside.  I  found  they  were  in  possession  of  four  white 
men,  who  stated  that  they  were  last  from  Warwick,  a  few  miles  up  the 
river;  that  they  had  been  Ashing  for  months  past  in  various  places  on 
the  river,  supplying  Norfolk  and  Richmond.  The  latter  place  they 
were  at  a  few  days  since,  and  they  now  wish  to  go  to  Baltimore.  They 
have  passes  from  Confederate  officers,  which  I  herewith  enclose. 

I  send  them  in  charge  of  an  officer,  to  await  your  further  orders. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Livingston, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  the  inefficient  condition  of  the 

blockade. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads ,  November  10,  1861. 

Sir:  The  Young  Rover  and  Albatross  both  arrived  here  in  the  course 
of  yesterday,  in  want  of  supplies  and  repairs,  the  former  from  oft  W  il- 

miugton  and  the  latter  from  off  Beaufort,  N.  C.  those 

At  this  moment  there  are  but  two  sailing  vessels  off  each  of  those 
-ports  but  I  hope  to  get  the  Monttcello  away  m  the  course  of  the  day 
for  Wilmington.  I  am  sadly  off  for  efficient  steamers  to  maintain  the 
blockade  of  the  various  places  within  the  limits  of  my  command, 
especially  such  as  can  go  outside  and  keep  the  sea  at  this  season  o 
the  year.  Sailing  vessels,  to  exclude  steamers  like  the  Fingal ,  are  not 

The  Cambridge  I  was  compelled  to  send  temporarily  off  the  Rappa¬ 
hannock.  I  want  her  to  go  off  Beaufort  as  soon  as  she  can  be  relieved. 
Her  condition,  however,  is  anything  but  good— bowsprit  gone,  leaking 
badly,  and  decidedly  tender  of  hull  throughout.  , 

The  Louisiana  and  Daylight ,  the  former  now  off  Chmcoteague  and 
the  latter  now  off  the  entrance  of  the  Chesapeake,  are  both  almost 
entirely  done  up,  and  greatly  need  extensive  repairs.  Neither  of  these 
stations  can  be  left  unoccupied  with  impunity.  The  tug  Lockwoods 
boiler  is  in  such  a  state  as  to  render  her  next  to  useless.  I  can  now 
only  use  her  on  guard  service  at  night.  As  soon  as  the  1  oung  America 
returns,  I  shall  have  to  send  the  Lockwood  to  Baltimore. 

I  had  hoped  ere  this  to  have  had  the  Quaker  City ,  De  Soto,  and  some 
of  the  new  gunboats  for  outside  work,  and  the  Hetzel ,  Dawn ,  and 
Mount  Vernon  for  inside  service,  but  none  have  yet  appeared. 

Should  the  Department  conclude  not  to  send  the  ferryboats  far  away 
from  the  Chesapeake,  I  could,  I  think,  turn  them  to  account  by  send¬ 
ing  one  to  Chincoteaguc  to  relieve  the  Louisiana,  and  the  rest  to  Hat- 
teras  Inlet.  If  the  Dawn  is  not  to  be  forthcoming,  I  might,  perhaps, 
occupy  one  of  them  to  advantage  at  the  mouth  of  York  River. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

■Flaa-  Officer. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 

P.  S.- Another  report  received  to-day  from  Hatteras  Inlet  represents 
the  Underwrites s  condition  to  be  as  bad  as  possible  lor  her  to  float.  It 
is  dated  the  7th  instant;  Lieutenant  Werden  informs  [me]  that  on  the 
morning  of  the  5tli  it  was  reported  to  him  that  two  steamers  of  the  enemy 
were  in  sight  outside  of  the  inlet  to  the  southward,  but  on  dispatching 
the  steamers  Underwriter ,  Putnam,  Ceres ,  ferryboat  Ellen ,  and  tug 
0.  M.  Pettit  to  capture  them,  they  did  not  discover  the  enemy,  but 
instead  the  French  side-wlieel  steamer-of-war  Catinat  [Prony]  ashore 
inside  the  breake  rs  on  the  bar  at  Ocracoke.*  They  could  not,  it  seems 
render  her  any  assistance.  A  terrific  explosion  with  a  vast  column  of, 
smoke  was  heard  and  seen  about  3  p.  m.  of  the  7th,  in  the  direction  of 
Ocracoke,  and  Lieutenant  Werden  supposes  that  it  was  occasioned  by 
the  blowing  up  of  the  French  steamer,  done,  doubtless,  intentionally. 
As  he  says  nothing  further  about  the  two  steamers  of  the  enemy  being 
outside,  I  take  it  that  the  report  he  received  was  a  mistake. 

L.  M.  G. 


*  See  pp.  397-405. 
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of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  Commander  Parker,  U.  8.  Navy 
commanding  IT.  8.  S.  Cambridge ,  regarding  movements  of  vessels. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  November  10,  1861. 

Sir  :  On  the  arrival  of  the  Mount  Vernon ,  off'  the  Rappahannock,  I 
will  thank  you  to  inform  Commander  Glisson  that  I  wish  him  to  pro¬ 
ceed  here  with  her  without  a  moment’s  delay;  and  on  the  arrival  of 
the  T  alley  City  thereat,  I  wish  the  Rescue  to  come  here. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

,,  1  _  Flag-Officer. 

Commander  Wm.  A.  Parker, 

Commanding  l  .  8.  8.  Cambridge ,  off  the  River  Rappahannock. 


General  instructions  issued  by  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy 
commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

IT.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  November  10, 1861. 

The  following  general  instructions  are  to  be  strictly  observed  by  all 
concerned  under  my  command: 

1st.  Every  commanding  officer  is  to  keep  his  vessel  at  all  times  in 
the  most  perfect  condition  for  service  that  may  be  practicable,  employ¬ 
ing  for  the  purpose  the  artificers  and  other  men  belonging  to  her,  who, 
if  deemed  necessary,  will  be  aided  by  others  detailed  under  competent 
authority. 

2d.  A\  hen  practicable,  the  vessels  of  the  squadron  will  be  inspected 
by  me  once  a  quarter,  or  oftener,  if  necessary,  with  the  view  of  ascer¬ 
taining  that  all  proper  attention  is  paid  to  order,  discipline,  efficiency, 
and  cleanliness,  and  that  the  laws  and  instructions  in  force  are  properly 
carried  out.  In  these  particulars  it  is  expected  that  the  flagship  will 
be  maintained  by  her  captain  as  an  example  to  the  rest. 

3d.  Every  commanding  officer  is  to  take  the  greatest  care  of  the 
stores  on  board  of  his  vessel,  and  to  practice  the  utmost  economy  in 
their  expenditure.  He  is  not  to  apply  for  survey  upon  articles  until 
they  are  properly  reported  unfit  for  use.  Those  which  may  be  found 
unfit  for  one  purpose  are  to  be  applied  to  any  other  for  which  they  will 
answer. 

4th.  Unless  a  vessel  of  the  squadron  be  separated  from  the  flagship, 
all  requisitions  for  her  supplies  must  receive  my  approval  before  the 
articles  called  for  can  be  furnished ;  and  when  so  separated,  they  must 
be  approved  by  the  senior  officer  present  before  the  articles  can  be 
obtained,  and  copies  of  them  are  to  be  transmitted  to  me  by  the  earliest 
opportunity.  In  all  cases,  the  approving  officer  is  to  satisfy  himself 
that  the  articles  and  quantities  required  are  necessary  for  the  public 
service,  and  conformable  to  established  allowances.  A  copy  of  every 
bill  for  purchases  made  abroad  is  to  be  forwarded  by  the  first  opportu¬ 
nity  to  the  proper  bureau,  with  a  statement  of  the  reasons  which  ren¬ 
dered  the  purchase  necessary. 

5tli.  All  reports,  returns,  and  requisitions  from  vessels  belonging  to 
the  squadron  must  first  be  submitted  to  their  respective  commanding 
officers,  and  receive  their  official  written  notice  before  being  sent  to  me, 
or,  in  my  absence,  to  a  senior  officer  present. 
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6th  Quarterly  reports  are  to  he  made  to  me  from  each  vessel  of  the 
squadron  of  the  number  and  rates  of  her  officers  and  (^e(T’  ^S0  0ff  ^ 
artiplps  received  expended,  and  remaining  on  hand  m  charge  or  rue 
yeornaB  oXwd  offloersi  and  of  all  money  received,  expended,  and 

remaining  on  hand,  in  charge  of  the  paymaster.  ^  Depart 

7th  All  bimensal  and  other  returns  required  by  the  Navy  Depart 
meat 'are  to  be  maie  as  prescribed,  and  submitted  to  me  for  examma- 

tion  and  transmission.  mmni,fi  ;0  maf]p 

Sth.  No  alteration  in  any  vessel  under  my  command  is  to  b< a  made 

without  first  referring  the  subject  to  me  for  approval,  Sf^VfnforTa 
of  pressing  emergency,  and  then  I  am  to  be  given  the  earliest  inform  a 

^The  vessels  of  the  squadron  will  be  exercised  by  my  orders, 
when'  circumstances  will  admit,  in  performing  the  various  evolutions 
essential  to  order  and  safety,  and  particularly  those  necessary  or  use- 

fU10thPrWhene  practicable, ^he  boats  of  every  vessel  of  the  squadron 
are  to  be  frequently  exercised  in  the  evolutions  of  landing  and  embark¬ 
ing  men  andfln  those  of  attacking  and  boarding  the  vessels  of  an  enemy. 
The  boats  of  all  vessels  present  will  be  assembled,  manned  and  armed, 
and  inspected,  by  my  orders,  from  time  to  time. 

Hth.  Until  further  instructions  be  given,  no  officer  oi  man  is  to 
absent  himself  from  the  vessel  to  which  he  belongs  after  sunset. 

12tli.  A  vessel  about  leaving  her  station  to  return  to  one  of  our  own 
ports  is  to  transfer  to  any  other  vessel  or  vessels  present  that  may  be 
in  want  of  them  all  provisions  and  stores  not  necessary  for  her  passage 
to  the  place  she  is  bound,  and  take  proper  receipts  in  triplicate  for  the 

game 

13tli.  The  captain  or  commanding  officer  of  the  flagship  is  to  be  par¬ 
ticularly  careful  to  conform  strictly  to  all  orders  he  may  receive  from 
me  respecting  the  management  of  his  vessel,  the  sail  to  be  carried  when 
at  sea,  and  all  matters  which  may  either  regulate  or  influence  the 
movements  of  the  other  vessels  of  the  squadron.  All  my  orders  which 
may  relate  to  the  flagship  will  be  communicated  immediately  to  her 
commanding  officer,  unless  the  emergency  of  the  case  should  require 
an  order  to  be  given  directly  to  the  officer  of  the  deck,  m  which  event 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  vessel  is  to  be  immediately  notified 


"l4th.  In  port,  with  any  other  vessel  or  vessels  of  the  Navy  present, 
no  evolution  is  to  be  performed  on  board  the  flagship  likely  to  lead  to 
a  following  of  motions  without  my  authority,  nor  is  any  general  signal 
to  be  made  except  by  authority  from  me. 

15th.  All  signals  made  by  any  vessels  of  the  squadron,  whether  com¬ 
municative,  interrogative,  permissive,  or  in  reply  to  interrogatories,  are 
to  be  immediately  made  known  to  me,  and  my  directions  are  to  be 
received  with  regard  to  them. 

16tli.  The  arrival  and  departure  of  all  public  vessels  are  to  be 
promptly  reported  to  me ;  and  also  the  arrival  aud  departure  of  all  mer¬ 
chant  vessels  pending  the  existing  blockade.  .  . 

17th.  Commanding  officers  are  enjoined  to  guard  against  collisions, 
both  at  sea  and  in  port.  On  being  off  Fort  Monroe,  they  are,  until  fur¬ 
ther  orders,  to  keep  their  vessels  constantly  ready  to  move  at  short 
notice.  With  this  view  the  fires  of  steamers  remaining  at  anchor  are 
to  be  kept  banked  day  and  night,  and  they  are  not  to  be  drawn,  unless 
absolutely  necessary,  without  my  permission.  All  will  be  on  the  alert 
to  detect  movements  of  the  enemy  and  to  prevent  all  merchant  vessels 
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from  going  farther  in  the  direction  ot  Norfolk  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile 

a  oa  e  e  anchorage ;  no  merchant  vessel  is  to  be  allowed  to  remain  at 

anchor  materially  above  the  other  vessels  in  the  roads. 

.  .1Stlh  ^merchant  vessels  arriving  at  Hampton  Eoads  are  to  be 
interrogated  by  the  flagship,  if  present;  if  not,  by  the  vessel  of  the 
emor  officer  present,  and  made  to  bring  their  papers  on  board  for 
examination  and  retention  until  ready  to  depart. 

39th.  Commanders  of  vessels  of  the  squadron  are  to  discharge  from 
their  ships  invalids  unfitfor  further  service,  upon  survey  by  their  medical 
o  a cers,  whenever  an  opportunity  offers  by  the  supply  vessels  for  trans¬ 
porting  them  to  the  north  of  this  place.  This  authority,  however,  will 
be^exercised  only  in  the  absence  of  vessels  from  the  flagship. 

-!0tli.  Commanders  ot  vessels  of  the  squadron  are  to  furnish  me  with 
a  tabular  statement  (weekly)  of  each  and  every  vessel  spoken  and 
boarded,  with  date,  name,  name  of  captain,  nationality,  position,  cargo, 
where  from,  where  bound,  and  such  other  remarks  as  may  be  deemed 
necessary.  They  will  take  care  to  examine  the  character  of  everv  ves¬ 
sel  within  reach. 


21st,  Vessels  seized  are  not  to  bo  sent  to  Hampton  Eoads,  but  to 
either  Philadelphia,  New  York,  or  Boston.  I  must  be  informed  as 
eaily  as  practicable  ot  all  seizures  made  and  of  the  circumstances 
attending  them.  All  letters,  papers,  and  documents  found  on  board  a 
vessel  at  the  time  of  seizure  must  be  carefully  done  up  and  sent  to  the 
district  judge  of  the  United  States  for  the  port  to  which  she  is  ordered 
or  to  the  prize  commissioners  thereat  by  her  prize  master,  who  is  to 
verify  them  as  having  been  taken  from  such  vessel,  in  the  form  of  an 
affidavit;  and  the  master,  mate,  supercargo  (if  there  be  one),  and  two 
or  more  of  the  seamen  attached  to  the  captured  vessel,  must  be  pro¬ 
duced  to  the  prize  commissioners  as  the  only  witnesses  required  or  even 
allowed  in  the  case. 


22d.  Until  further  orders  be  given,  requisitions  for  money  are  to  be 
made  upon  the  paymaster  of  this  ship. 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

[Endorsement.] 


I  beg  to  transmit  a  copy  of  these  general  instructions  to  the  Navy 
Department,  as  cases  may  arise  when  it  would  be  convenient  to  con¬ 
sult  them  without  delay. 

Most  respectfully, 


November  10,  1861. 


L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  suggesting  means  to  secure  command  of 
the  sounds  of  North  Carolina  and  capture  Roanoke  Island. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  November  11,  1861. 
Sir  :  It  strikes  me  that  we  should  command  the  waters  of  Pamlico 
Sound,  and  this  may,  I  think,  be  easily  accomplished  if  I  can  be  given 
a  few  suitable  vessels  in  addition  to  those  already  at  Hatteras  Inlet. 
The  enemy  now  have  seven  or  eight  small  but  well  armed  steamers  on 
those  waters,  and  these  I  propose  to  attack  and  subdue,  or  at  any  rate 
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to  drive  into  such  a  position  that  they  can  no  longer  threaten  or  annoy 
us  at  Hatteras  Inlet.  This  done,  something  further  may  be  attempted 
in  the  wav  of  driving  the  enemy  away  from  Roanoke  Lsland  by  a  com 
Sued  ffi  on  the  part  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  aseendmg  Albemarle 
Sound  destroying  the  lock  or  locks  thereabouts  of  the  canal  between 
it  and  Norfolk,  and  thus  effectually  cutting  off  all  inland  communication 
by  vessels  between  the  two  places.  But  with  only  the  waters  of  Pamlico 
Sound  in  our  full  and  undisputed  possession,  the  enemy  would  then 
scarcely  again  venture  to  send  troops  from  Roanoke  Island  over  to  the 
seacoast  about  Cape  Hatteras  or  the  inlet,  more  especially  if  a  small 
battery  were  erected  at  the  cape  with  a  lew  men  to  hold  it,  supported 
by  a  suitable  vessel  lying  at  all  times  on  its  outside  under  protection  ol 
the  shoals  from  weather,  which  I  am  assured  by  the  very  best  authority 
is  perfectly  practicable.  Then  the  light-house  could  be  kept  in  play 
without  fear  of  interruption.  Besides  the  Stars  and  Stripes,  which  1 
too  large  for  work  in  the  sound,  I  have  now  only  the  Underwriter,  I  ut- 
nam ,  and  Geres  at  Hatteras  Inlet,  and  the  first  of  these  three,  I  fear, 
draws  rather  too  much  water  to  get  over  the  bulkhead.  The  Coast 
Survev  steamer  Corwin ,  armed  and  well  commanded,  is  also  there,  and 
she,  I  suppose,  might  be  put  under  my  orders.  With  half  a  dozen  more 
suitable  vessels  we  could  make  sure  work  of  the  operation. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  Ih  G. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  approving 
suggestions. 

Navy  Department,  November  18,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  No.  G7  of  the  11th  instant  on  the  subject 
of  holding  command  of  the  waters  of  Pamlico  Sound. 

Your  suggestions  meet  with  my  cordial  approval,  and  I  am  desirous 
that  they  should  be  carried  into  effect. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Gomdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlant  ic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  reported  burning  of  a  schooner 
in  the  Rappahannock  River. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads ,  November  11,  1861. 

Sir:  As  the  medical  officer  of  the  Albatross  has  had  his  resignation 
accepted  and  is  to  leave  the  vessel  immediately,  I  have  the  honor  to 
request  that  another  one  may  be  sent  to  her  in  his  stead.  She  can  not 
possibly  be  got  ready  to  leave  here  before  next  Thursday  or  Friday,  if, 
indeed,  by  that  time. 
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The  Dawn ,  with  the  sloop  from  Washington  in  tow,  arrived  here  this 
aiternoon.  I  shall  send  her  off  the  Rappahannock  to-morrow. 

I  have  received  no  official  accounts  of  the  burning  of  a  large  schooner 
in  the  Rappahannock  by  the  Rescue ,  although  I  observe  a  notice  of  the 
land  in  the  newspapers  of  to-day.  It  was  only  yesterday  that  the  Ph  ila¬ 
delphia  took  Lieutenant  Miller  from  this  to  the  Rappahannock  and  put 
lnm  on  board  the  Rescue  to  go  up  the  river  some  30  or  40  miles  to  join 
the  Cambridge.  She  returned  last  night,  but  brought  me  no  tidings 
whatever  of  the  event  in  view.  Still  it  is  possible  that  the  story  may 
be  true. 


Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

tt  Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S. 
Navy ?  commanding  North  A-tIcintic  Blockading  Squadron^  regarding  the 
lack  of  information  relative  to  the  burning  of  schooner  in  the  Rappahan¬ 
nock  River. 

Navy  Department,  November  15,  1861. 
Sir.:  Your  No.  68,  dated  the  11th  instant,  has  been  received. 
Referring  to  that  part  of  it  relating  to  the  burning  of  a  schooner*  in 
the  Rappahannock  by  the  Rescue,  the  Department  has  received  no 
report  of  the  occurrence.  If  the  circumstance  is  true,  as  published, 
the  officer  should  be  censured  for  affording  information  to  the  public 
press  instead  of  his  commanding  officer. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Goldsbor¬ 
ough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
regarding  the  affairs  of  his  command. 

Navy  Department,  November  li,  1861. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  have  your  two  notes  t  of  the  9th.  What  do  you  think  of 
getting  one  of  the  transports  like  the  Baltic  to  tow  down  the  ferryboats? 
I  do  not  feel  like  giving  it  up;  they  are  indispensable  in  the  creeks 
around  Port  Royal.  Send  any  that  want  repairs  to  Baltimore.  The 
Department  has  given  no  orders  about  the  Valley  City,  Daylight,  or 
Mount  Vernon,  and,  of  course,  would  not,  except  on  an  emergency,  of 
which  you  would  be  immediately  notified.  Please  make  a  memorandium 
in  pencil  when  your  letters  are  mailed,  as  they  are  two  and  three  days 
reaching  you.  This  goes  in  to-day  and  should  reach  you  Tuesday 
morning;  if  it  does  not,  please  send  me  the  envelope. 

1  will  ask  you  to  come  up  so  soon  as  our  model  is  all  ready,  which 
will  be  in  two  or  three  days.  In  regard  to  dispatch  61,  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  I  know,  would  be  glad  to  have  you  doing  all  in  your  power  for 


See  pp.  407, 408. 


t  Not  found. 
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those  Chincoteague  people,  and  if  it  ever  becomes  a  national  remon 
strance  from  any  power  we  can  apologize  for  you. 

Yours,  respectfully,  ^  y 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flay- Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.S. 
Navy,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding 
the  tugs  for  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Navy  Department,  November  12, 1861. 

Sir:  Arrangements  will  be  made  to  tow  the  tugs  down  the  coast  to 
tbe  southern  scpiadron,  and,  with  their  guns  and  stores  on  board  the 
towing  vessel^  it  is  hoped  they  can  be  made  to  reach  where  their  pres- 
ence  is  indispensable. 

Whatever  is  necessary  to  increase  the  facilities  ot  the  shop  lor  repairs 


at  Old  Point  will  be  furnished  you.  ^  „  ,, 

Two  or  more  of  those  ferryboats  belonging  to  Flag-Officer  Du  i  out  s 
souadron  are  not  coppered  j  send  them  to  Baltimore  to  be  coppered. 

The  Quaker  City  at  New  York  and  the  State  of  Georgia  at  Philadel¬ 
phia  are  preparing  for  your  squadron. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc.,  _ 

’  Gideon  Weeles. 


Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Commander  Parker ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Cam¬ 
bridge,  giving  his  reasons  for  the  return  to  Hampton  Roads  of  the 

U.  S.  S.  Rescue. 

U.  S.  S.  Cambridge, 
Rappahannock  River,  November  12,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  directed  the  steam  tug  Rescue  to  return  to  Hampton 
Hoads  without  waiting  longer  the  arrival  of  the  Valley  City,  for  the 
following  reasons,  viz: 

1st.  There  is  a  large  number  of  contrabands  on  board,  who  are  rap¬ 
idly  consuming  the  provisions  of  this  vessel,  and  it  is  very  inconvenient 
to  keep  them  here  any  longer,  most  of  them  being  dirty,  ragged,  and 
lousy. 

2d.  Since  the  arrival  of  Lieutenant  Miller,  the  number  of  officers  has 
been  increased  beyond  the  complement  allowed  for  this  vessel  and  the 
quarters  have  become  too  crowded.  I  therefore  think  it  necessary  to 
send  Lieutenant  Gwin  to  report  to  you,  as  he  has  received  notice  from 
the  Bureau  of  Detail  that  he  has  been  detached  and  ordered  to  the 
Perry. 

3d.  The  contrabands  who  have  come  on  board  have  reported  to  me 
that  the  enemy  are  engaged  in  erecting  batteries  at  various  points  on 
the  river.  I  have  occasionally  thrown  a  few  shells  at  the  points  indi¬ 
cated,  but  have  obtained  no  response  thus  far.  I  would  be  happy  to 
learn  from  you  whether  the  policy  which  I  have  followed,  of  harassing 
and  distressing  the  enemy  by  all  the  legitimate  means  in  my  power, 
meets  with  your  approbation. 
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Since  the  arrival  of  this  vessel,  the  trade  and  navigation  of  this  river 
have  been  entirely  broken  up  and  suppressed  for  at  least  30  miles  up 
from  the  mouth. 

I  have  also  to  report  that  while  bombarding  an  encampment  of 
rebel  soldiers  near  the  town  of  Urbana  the  Schenkle  rifled  gun  was 
split  for  the  distance  of  10  inches  from  the  muzzle.  The  caliber  of 
this  gun  is  4^  inches;  weight  of  projectile,  19  pounds.  The  crack  is 
so  slight  that  the  gun  can  still  be  used  on  an  emergency.  I  am  unable 
to  account  for  the  cause  of  this  fracture. 

The  Rescue  has  proved  a  very  useful  and  efficient  vessel  in  assisting 
to  maintain  the  blockade,  and  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your  favor¬ 
able  notice  the  commanding  officer,  Haines. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  A.  Parker, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  Atlantic  Bloclading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  of  the  departure  of  vessels  for  the  South 
Atlantic  Squadron. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads ,  November  12,  1861. 
Sir  :  The  Connecticut  arrived  here  yesterday  and  left  again  early  this 
morning  for  the  south.  She  took  the  Whitehall  in  tow  and  the  Shaw- 
sheen  in  company,  with  directions  to  get  them  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont’s 
squadron  if  possible.  I  hope  she  may  be  successful,  but  I  fear  other¬ 
wise.  If,  however,  either  has  to  put  back,  Hatteras  Inlet  may  afford  a 
refuge;  and  even  if  either  has  to  be  abandoned  while  with  the  Connect¬ 
icut,  she  can  receive  the  crew  on  board.  Fortunately,  to-day  the 
weather  is  very  propitious. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  Lieutenant  Clary,  U.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding  U.  S.  S.  Dawn,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty  off  the  Rappahan¬ 
nock  River. 

IJ.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  November  12,  1861. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  off  the  Rappahannock  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Dawn 
under  your  command,  for  the  purpose  of  blockading  that  river.  On 
your  arrival  there  you  will  report  yourself  to  Commander  W.  A.  Parker, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Cambridge,  and  receive  his  instructions.  Inform 
Commander  Parker  that  on  the  arrival  of  the  Valley  City  from  Balti¬ 
more  off  the  Rappahannock  I  wish  him  to  return  here  immediately 
with  the  Cambridge,  giving  to  you  previously  all  the  unexecuted  orders 
he  may  have  received  and  all  the  information  in  his  power  about  block¬ 
ading  thereat. 
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A  copy  of  my  general  instructions,  with  copies  ot  orders  in  relation 
to  contrabands,  etc.,  are  herewith  furnished  you. 

I  still  wish  the  Mount  Vernon  to  proceed  here  without  delay,  and, 
should  she  appear  off  the  Rappahannock,  1  will  thank  you  to  inform 
her  commander  accordingly.  I  also  want  the  Rescue  sent  here  as  soon 
as  the  Valley  City  reaches  the  Rappahannock. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Albert  G.  Clary, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Dawn ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Form  of  letter  of  instructions  to  prize  masters. 

u.  s.  s. - , 

Off - , - ,  186—. 

Sir  :  Proceed  with  the - ,  under  your  charge,  to  the  port  of - - — , 

and  there  deliver  her,  together  with  the  accompanying  papers  (which 
are  all  that  were  found  on  board),  and  the  persons  retained  as  wit¬ 
nesses,  to  the  judge  of  the  U.  S.  district  court  or  to  the  U.  S.  prize 
commissioners  at  that  place,  taking  his  or  their  receipt  for  the  same. 
You  will  not  deliver  either  her,  the  papers,  or  the  witnesses  to  the  order 
of  any  other  person  or  parties  unless  directed  to  act  otherwise  by  the 
Ravy  Department  or  the  iiag-officer  commanding  the  squadron. 

The - was  seized  by  this  vessel,  under  my  command,  on  the - 

day  of - ,  180 — ,  off  this  port,  for  violating  the  rules  governing  the 

blockade  at  present  instituted  by  the  United  States;  and  of  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  attending  the  case  you  are  sufficiently  aware,  and  will 
communicate  them  when  required  to  do  so  by  competent  authority. 

On  your  arrival  at - ,  and  immediately  after  you  have  visited 

the  judge  or  prize  commissioners,  you  will  call  upon  the  U.  S.  district 
attorney  thereat,  show  him  these  instructions,  and  give  him  any  infor¬ 
mation  concerning  the  seizure  he  may  solicit.  Then  you  will  next  report 
yourself  in  person  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  navy  yard  thereat, 
show  him  also  these  instructions,  and  ask  his  direction,  when  needed, 
as  to  the  disposition  of  yourself  and  the  rest  constituting  the  prize 
crew.  Finally,  when  duly  notified  by  the  judge,  prize  commissioners, 
or  district  attorney  that  your  services  are  no  longer  wanted  by  the 
court,  you  will  at  once  return  to  this  ship,  via  Hampton  Roads,  bring¬ 
ing  with  you  the  men  under  your  command  and  the  receipt  above 
alluded  to,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  superior  authority. 

You  will  receive  herewith  a  communication  for  the  flag-officer,  giv¬ 
ing  him  a  detailed  account  of  the  seizure.  This  you  will  mail  imme¬ 
diately  on  your  arrival  at - . 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Commanding  TJ.  8.  8. 
To - . 


[Endorsement.] 

I  have  found  it  indispensable  to  frame  the  within  form  of  a  letter  of 
instructions  to  prize  masters,  with  several  copies  of  which  each  com¬ 
mander  of  a  cruiser  is  to  be  furnished.  As  it  may  be  well  for  the 
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Department  to  have  a  copy  at  hand  for  reference,  I  have  the  honor  to 
forward  this  one. 

Most  respectfully, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

November  12, 1861. 


Report  of  Commander  Green ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  James¬ 
town,  of  the  arrival  off  Wilmington ,  N.  C.,  of  the  U.'S.  baric  Amanda. 

IX.  S.  Ship  Jamestown, 

Off  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  November  13,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  bark  Amanda, 
[Acting  Volunteer]  Lieutenant  Goodwin  in  command,  on  the  8th 
instant.  I  have  but  little  to  communicate.  Some  pieces  of  the  wreck 
of  a  steamer  have  been  met  by  this  ship  and  the  Amanda.  A  portion 
of  a  wheelhouse  and  a  door  painted  white,  also  part  of  an  upper  cabin, 
a  piece  of  which  1  send  by  the  Rhode  Island.  Some  barrels  and  the 
body  of  a  cow  were  likewise  seen.  The  officers  and  crew  are  in  good 
health.  The  departure  of  Lieutenant  Harrison  leaves  this  ship  short 
of  her  full  complement  1  lieutenant,  1  acting  master,  and  2  mates. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

Charles  Green, 

Commander. 

Flag  Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  of  the  return  to  Hampton  Roads ,  in  a 
disabled  condition ,  of  TJ.  S.  steamers  Whitehall  and  Shawsheen. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads ,  November  13,  1861. 
Sir:  Since  informing  you  yesterday  of  the  departure  of  the  White¬ 
hall  and  Shawsheen  under  charge  of  the  Connecticut ,  both  have  put 
back  in  a  disabled  condition,  the  Whitehall  with  her  guards  started 
adrift  from  the  clamps  fore  and  aft,  the  iron  braces  under  guards  drawn 
completely  through  the  deck,  and  the  braces  in  engine  room,  together 
with  the  blower  and  fan,  all  started  away  from  their  original  position; 
and  the  Shawsheen  with  her  guards  also  adrift  from  the  clamps,  fore 
and  aft,  and  a  portion  of  her  deck  forward  started  from  the  beams. 
These  reports  of  their  condition  are  the  result  of  a  survey  of  naval 
carpenters.  Neither  vessel  can  now  be  properly  repaired  here.  I 
await  your  orders  concerning  them.  It  is  very  clear  to  my  mind  that 
craft  of  the  sort  can  not  keep  tbe  sea. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  to  Acting  Master  Allen ,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Whitehall ,  to  proceed  with  that  vessel  to  Balti¬ 
more  for  repairs. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads ,  November  13,  1861. 
Sir:  Ton  will  proceed  immediately  to  Baltimore  with  the  vessel 
under  your  command,  and  on  your  arrival  there  inform  Carpenter  James 
McDonnell,  U.  S.  Navy,  residing  at  68  North  Broadway  street,  that 
the  vessel  has  been  sent  there  to  be  repaired,  and  coppered  if  necessary. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Acting  Master  F.  P.  Allen, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Whitehall. 

(Similar  letter  to  commanding  officer  U.  S.  S.  Commodore  Perry.) 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Werden,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Stars 
and  Stripes,  regarding  preparations  for  blocking  Ocracoke  Inlet  with 
vessels  loaded  with  stone. 

U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes, 

Hatter  as  Inlet,  November  13,  1861. 

Sir  :  Since  my  last  communication  of  the  8th  instant  I  have  been 
occupied  buoying  out  the  main  channel  to  the  inlet  made  by  the  late 
gale,  collecting  the  scattered  schooners,  and  preparing  to  start  to 
Ocracoke  Inlet. 

The  rebel  steamer  Curlew,  Captain  T.  T.  Hunter  commanding,  was 
off  here  last  evening. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Werden. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Werden,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Stars 
and  Stripes,  transmitting  reports  regarding  the  blocking  of  Ocracoke 
Inlet  with  vessels  loaded  with  stone ,  November  14,  1861. 


U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes, 

Hatteras  Inlet ,  November  17,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  on  the  14th  instant  I 
proceeded  with  this  vessel,  the  Underwriter ^  General  Putnam ,  and 
Ceres,  and  all  the  schooners  at  my  command,  and  blocked  up  the  inlet 
at  Ocracoke  at  the  point  designated  in  your  instructions.  In  my 
attempts  to  cross  the  bar  I  struck  twice  heavily  and  was  unable  to 
enter  the  inlet. 

I  enclose  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Jeffers,  who  executed 
this  service  in  obedience  to  my  orders;  also  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by 
Lieutenant  Commanding  T.  S.  Phelps,  commanding  U.  S.  Coast  Survey 
steamer  Corwin. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


R.  Werden, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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[Enclosures.] 


U.  S.  8.  Underwriter, 
Hatteras  Inlet ,  November  15,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  instructions  I  yesterday  entered  Ocracoke 
Inlet,  accompanied  by  tlie  towboats  Ceres  and  Putnam  and  at  slack 
water  sunk  the  three  schooners  athwart  the  channel  in  9  feet  water  at 
the  precise  spot  indicated  by  you.  The  vessels  are  chained  together 
bow  and  stern,  and  for  the  present  seriously  impede  navigation.  But’ 
from  my  knowledge  of  this  and  similar  sounds,  I  am  satisfied  that  in  a 
short  time  another  channel  will  be  found.  All  experience  shows  that 
on  the  interior  bulkhead,  although  the  channels  frequently  change,  yet 
the  depth  remains  constant,  varied  only  by  a  great  storm,  after  which 
the  channel  fills  up  or  cuts  out  to  the  normal  depth. 

At  this  time  there  are  14  feet  on  the  outer  bar,  and  little  difficulty  is 
experienced  by  large  vessels  in  entering,  and,  after  lightening  a  portion 
ot  their  cargoes,  in  passing  the  bulkhead. 

The  fort  built  by  the  rebels  on  Beacon  Island  remains  uninjured 
except  in  the  destruction  ot  the  magazine  and  gun  platforms  burned  by 
ourselves.  It  is  an  important  point  for  us  to  occupy,  and  can  be  held 
by  250  men,  assisted  by  a  small  steamer,  against  any  force  that  can  be 
brought  against  it.  The  water  being  very  shallow  in  its  vicinity  and 
the  island  too  distant  from  the  land  to  be  bombarded,  it  can  only  be 
taken  by  a  direct  assault  from  boats. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  N.  Jeffers, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Reed  Werden, 

Senior  Officer. 


U.  S.  S.  Corwin, 
Hatteras  Inlet ,  November  10,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  In  regard  to  blocking  up  the  harbor  of  Ocracoke,  N.  C., 
with  the  schooners  at  your  disposal,  I  will  state  that,  in  my  judgment 
(after  carefully  studying  the  chart),  the  only  way  to  accomplish  the 
object  in  view  is  to  sink  the  vessels  between  the  two  points  forming  the 
inlet.  By  shutting  up  this  passage  you  effectually  close  the  harbor 
and  prevent  the  ingress  or  egress  of  privateers  and  rebel  vessels  gen¬ 
erally,  whereas  by  closing  the  channel  above  Beacon  Island  you  merely 
do  it  temporarily,  for  in  a  few  days  the  waters  will  force  a  passage  else¬ 
where,  and  at  the  same  time  the  harbor  is  open  for  vessels  running  the 
blockade,  where  they  can  secure  a  safe  anchorage  and  land  their  wares 
at  Portsmouth  to  find  a  safe  transit  into  the  interior.  I  would  recom¬ 
mend  that  previous  to  sinking  the  schooners  their  masts  be  cut  away. 

New  and  Loggerhead  inlets  I  believe  to  be  effectually  closed. 

Oregon  Inlet  can  be  closed  either  from  the  in  or  out  side  and  to 
accomplish  which  you  will  require  your  entire  force,  as  there  are  five 
rebel  steamers  on  the  sound,  and  some  of  them  carrying  much  heavier 
guns  than  any  in  your  flotilla.  If  the  attempt  is  made  from  the  outside 
both  steamers  and  schooners  will  require  to  draw  less  than  7  feet  of 
water,  as  I  understand  from  good  authority  that  there  is  not  over  7  feet 
on  the  bar.  The  remarks  in  regard  to  Oregon  Inlet  are  based  on  the 
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supposition  that  there  are  no  guns  mounted  on  the  large  fort  on  the 
south  side  of  the  inlet. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

v’  F  T.  S.  Phelps, 

Lieut.,  U.  S.  Navy,  Comdg.  Coast  purvey  Steamer  Corwin. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Reed  Werden,  IT.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  at  Hatteras  Inlet,  N.  C. 


[Endorsement.] 


I  beg  to  transmit  these  letters  to  the  Department.  They  refer  to  the 
blocking  up  of  Ocracoke  Inlet,  which  work,  I  am  happy  to  say,  has  at 
length  been  accomplished. 

Most  respectfully, 

L.  M.  Goldsborotjgh, 

Flag-  Officer. 


[November  20,  1861. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy , 

transmitting  report  of  an  attack  in  Hatteras  Lnlet  by  the  C.  S.  S. 

Curlew  upon  the  U.  S.  S.  Corwin,  November  14,  1861. 

Treasury  Department,  November  22, 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  for¬ 
warded  to  this  Department  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey, 
received  by  him  from  Lieutenant  Commanding  T.  S.  Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  Coast  Survey  steamer  Corwin,  employed  in  surveying 
Hatteras  Inlet,  giving  an  account  of  an  attack  by  the  rebel  steamer 
Curlew  and  of  her  repulse. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  Chase, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

IT.  S.  Coast  Survey  Steamer  Corwin, 

Hatteras  Lnlet,  November  14,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  about  1  o’clock  p,  m.  this  instant, 
during  the  absence  of  the  naval  force  stationed  here,  the  rebel  steamer 
Curlew,  Captain  T.  T.  Hunter  (or  a  steamer  of  the  same  appearance), 
stood  in  around  the  outer  bulkhead  buoy  and  opened  fire  on  this  vessel 
with  a  heavy  rifled  gun,  to  which  we  replied  with  both  of  our  6-pounders. 
Our  second  shot  struck  within  a  few  yards  of  her,  when  she  steamed  to 
the  westward  about  ten  minutes  and  then  returned  and  commenced 
firing  a  second  time,  which  was  warmly  responded  to  on  our  part,  but 
on  three  of  our  shots  either  passing  into  or  over  her  she  started  ahead, 
steaming  out  of  range  and  up  the  sound. 

The  rebels’  shot  fell  short,  though  their  range  was  good ;  and  the 
greatest  distance  reached  with  our  projectiles  was  about  4  nautical 
miles,  made  with  the  last  shot,  while  the  enemy  were  in  full  retreat. 
This  desirable  result  was  obtained  by  raising  the  forward  trucks,  giving 
about  25°  elevation. 

This  apparently  was  the  same  steamer  that  appeared  off  this  place 
on  the  28tli  ultimo,  then  supposed  to  be  the  Winslow,  but  now  known 
to  have  been  the  Curlew. 
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I  am  pleased  to  inform  you  that  this  is  the  second  time  our  guns 
have  driven  away  an  enemy  of  superior  force,  who  had  it  in  his  power 
to  choose  his  position  (which  we  were  unable  to  do)  from  a  long  range 
to  an  easy  shooting  distance,  and  it  is  with  peculiar  pleasure  that  I 
inform  you  of  the  gallant  bearing  and  enthusiasm  of  the  officers  and 
crew  when  ordered  to  prepare  for  battle  and  during  the  presence  of  the 
enemy,  who  they  were  conscious  possessed  a  much  superior  armament, 
and  by  his  bold  approach  seemed  disposed  to  close  where  it  would  be 
entirely  effective  on  this  vessel  and  still  be  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
guns  of  the  forts. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  S.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding ,  U.  8.  Navy,  Assistant  Coast  Survey. 

Professor  A.  D.  Bache,  LL.D., 

Superintendent  U.  S.  Coast  Survey. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury , 
complimenting  the  commanding  officer  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Corwin  on  the 
successf  ul  repulse  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Curlew. 

Navy  Department,  November  25, 1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  22d  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  Professor 
Bache,  Superintendent  of  Coast  Survey,  by  Lieutenant  T.  S.  Phelps, 
commanding  the  Coast  Survey  steamer  Corwin,  employed  in  surveying 
Hatteras  Inlet. 

The  Department  compliments  Lieutenant  Phelps  and  those  under 
his  command  on  their  gallant  bearing  on  the  occasion  of  the  attack  on 
the  Corwin  by  the  rebel  steamer  Curlew  and  on  their  success  in  repuls¬ 
ing  the  enemy  under  disadvantageous  circumstances. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Hon.  S.  P.  Chase, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Letter  from  Major-General  L>ix,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of 
Pennsylvania,  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
North  Atlantic  Blochading  Squadron,  requesting  assistance  of  a  small 
steamer. 

Confidential.]  November  14,  1861. 

Commodore  :  Our  military  forces  will  enter  Accomac  County  from 
Newtown,  Worcester  County,  on  Monday. 

Can  you  send  a  small  steamer  to  lie  off  Cherrystone  Inlet  for  a  week 
or  ten  days?  We  know  that  a  sloop  has  gone  over  to  Virginia  for  a 
rifled  cannon. 

I  am,  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

John  A.  Dix, 

Major-  General. 

Commodore  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  Squadron ,  Fort  Monroe . 
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Letter  from  Major-General  Wool ,  U.  S.  Army ,  commanding  Department 
of  Virginia,  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  the  rumored  presence 
of  the  enemy  on  Windmill  Point. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe ,  Va.,  November  14,  1861. 

My  Dear  Sir:  It  is  reported  to  me  that  tliere  are  at  the  north  point 
of  York  River,  at  the  entrance  to  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  5,000  or  6,000 
men.  The  point  on  some  of  the  maps  is  called  Windmill  Point.  1  have 
no  confidence  in  the  report,  although  I  believe  the  point  is  occupied  by 
perhaps  1,000.  If  convenient,  I  would  be  much  obliged  if  you  would 
send  one  of  your  small  vessels  to  ascertain  if  the  poin  t  is  occupied,  and 
if  practicable  to  ascertain  if  any  defensive  works  have  been  erected 
on  the  point.  It  is  also  reported  to  me  that  about  100  small  boats 
came  down  York  River  as  far  as  the  point  on  the  night  before  last. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  E.  Wool, 

Major-  General. 


L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Glisson ,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  U.  S.  S.  Mount  Vernon. 

Navy  Department,  November  14,  1861. 
Sir  :  Return  with  the  Mount  Vernon  to  Hampton  Roads. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc.. 

Gideon  Welles. 

Commander  O.  S.  Glisson, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mount  Vernon,  Baltimore,  Md. 


Report,  of  Flag -Officer  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  vessels  sent  to  Baltimore  for 
repairs. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  November  14,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  sent  the  ferryboats  Whitehall  and  Commodore  Ferry  to  Balti¬ 
more  yesterday,  both  to  be  repaired,  and  the  latter  to  be  coppered, 
with  directions  to  inform  Carpenter  McDonnell  of  their  arrival,  who 
doubtless  would  have  received  instructions  from  Washington  concern¬ 
ing  them. 

There  are  now  three  of  these  ferryboats  at  Baltimore,  to  wit,  the 
Commodore  Barney  and  the  two  just  mentioned.  The  Ellen ,  I  believe, 
after  being  detained  at  Hatteras  Inlet  for  some  time,  has  started  to  get 
South,  and  the  O.  M.  Pettit  also.  The  Shawsheen,  although  seriously 
damaged,  as  already  reported  to  you,  I  have  sent  up  York  River,  at 
the  urgent  request  of  General  Wool,  who  received  intelligence  about 
the  enemy  requiring  the  movement  without  delay.  She  will  be  back 
probably  to-morrow.  She,  in  my  judgment,  never  can  get  South; 
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uttmiy  unfit  lor  the  task.  Her  guards  are  almost  awash,  and  in  otl 
respects  she  is  very  unfit  for  the  sea. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Flag-Officer. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  B.  C. 


ler 


0rtL$l/mT?SNr  f***°™t*,  u ■  «•  rraxt,  commandin'!  North 
nllT  ir  l"  f  0  ,  A'‘tin'J  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hum - 

P,irey,  U-  S.  IS  ary  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Young  Rover ,  to  proceed  to 
blockade  duty  off  YorJc  River.  z  ° 

II.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads ,  November  14,  1861. 
Sm:  You  will  proceed  off  York  River  with  the  Young  Rover  and 

is°kent  i°tf! further  0i;ders-  U  is  Relieved  communication 
is  kept  up  between  the  towns  on  the  river  and  the  eastern  shore  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  by  small  sloops  and  boats,  in  which  arms,  passengers,  and  mails 
are  conveyed.  Your  attention  is  particularly  called  to  this,  and  you 
will  use  every  endeavor  to  prevent  it;  but  you  are  not  to  enter  the 

expeditions  &  V16W  °f  attackin&  aiW  batteries  or  sending  in  boat 

You  will  inform  me  at  the  earliest  moment  possible  of  any  congrega¬ 
tion  of  troops  and  boats  on  the  shore,  or  anything  looking  like  a  move¬ 
ment  of  them  across  the  bay. 

V  e  have  intelligence  of  a  sloop  having  gone  for  a  load  of  rifled  guns 
which  it  is  hoped  you  will  intercept.  ’ 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  John  Humphrey,  ^  Officer. 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Young  Rover. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U  S 
Navy,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding 
@s  sals » 


Navy  Department,  November  15,  1861. 
Sir:  Your  No.  71,  in  relation  to  the  steamers  Shaw  sheen  and  White¬ 
hall,  has  been  received.  Send  those  vessels  to  Baltimore. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 


LtIdeon  Welles. 


Flag  Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Colhoun,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Shaw  sheen,  of  a  reconnoissance  in  York  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Shawsheen, 
Hampton  Roads,  November  15,  1861. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  arrived  off  the  northern  point  of 
York  River  (New  Point  Comfort)  yesterday  at  dark,  too  late  to  make 
any  discoveries. 
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I  anchored  so  as  to  command  the  entrance  to  York  Rvvei ^and .MoW 

iaek  Bay  and  kept  a  bright  lookout  during  the  night,  but  saw 
of  the  enemy  At  daylight  I  stood  close  in  to  the  land  and  along  it  to 
the  nortlfern  point  of  York  River,  rounded  it,  and  stood  up  far  enough 
to  be  satisfied  that  there  were  no  forces  of  the  enemy  there.  I  saw  n 
boats  nor  the  sloop  you  ordered  me  to  keep  a  lookout  tor. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  TTnTT1v 
’  J  Edmund  R.  Lolhoun, 

Acting  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 


Flair-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborougii,  .  v  1 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Bloclcading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Flag- 0 fleer  Goldsborougii ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Bloclcading  Squadron,  of  the  seizure  of  two  fishing  boats  mthe 
James  River. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  November  15,  1861. 

Sir-  Two  pungies,  or  boats,  descended  the  James  River  m  company 
a  few  days  since!  One  had  a  white  flag  flying.  On  being  boarded  by 
a  boat  from  the  Cumberland  four  white  men  were  found  as  their  crews, 
and  all,  I  suppose,  were  fishermen.  Two  of  them  were  provided  with 
passes  from  the  insurgent  authorities  permitting  them  to  supply  Rich¬ 
mond,  etc.,  with  fish  out  of  the  James  River,  and  m  this  business,  it 
seems,  they  had  been  engaged  for  some  time  past.  They  wanted,  they 
said  to  get  back  to  their  homes  in  Maryland,  and  seemed  to  think, 
from  what  I  gather,  that  they  had  been  engaged  m  an  innocent  business. 

One  had  quite  a  large  sum  of  money  about  him— some  500  and  odd 
dollars — and  another  had  a  smaller  sum,  all  of  which  is  in  charge  of  the 
pavmaster  of  the  Cumberland.  The  men  are  retained  on  board  that 
ship  by  my  orders  as  prisoners,  and  I  beg  to  ask  if  I  may  send  them  to 

Boston  in  the  Release. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborougii, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Wool,  77.  8.  Army,  commanding  Department  of 
Virginia,  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborougii,  77.  &  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Bloclcading  Squadron,  regarding  battery  at  Pocomolce  River. 

Headquarters, 

Fort  Monroe,  November  15,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  It  is  reported  to  me  this  morning  that  cannon  are  being 
transported  to  the  eastern  shore  of  Maryland.  It  is  thought  these  can¬ 
non  are  transported  from  Lynn  Haven  Bay,  and  it  is  said  that  a  battery 
has  been  established  at  Pocomoke  River. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  B.  Wool, 

Major-  General. 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 
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Letter  from  Major-General  Wool ,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  Department  of 
l  iigima,  to  Flag -Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  the  intended  departure  from 
-Norfolk  of  steamer  prepared  for  the  Confederates. 

Headquarters  Department  op  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  November  15,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  reliable  information  that  Poole,  formerly  employed  in  the 
ordnance  department  at  this  post,  has  been  preparing  a  tug  steamer 
which,  it  is  said,  is  intended  to  leave  from  Norfolk  this  night  for  Bich- 
mond,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a  crew,  not  only  to  man  the  tug, 
but  for  the  Jamestown  and  Yorktown.  If  they  succeed,  they  intend  to 
make  an  attempt  to  get  to  sea.  ’  y 

In  haste,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  E.  Wool, 

Major-General. 

T  lag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  IT.  8.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  Major-General  Wool,  U  8  Army 
commanding  Department  of  Virginia ,  regarding  the  efficiency  of  the 
blockade  in  Chesapeake  Bay.  J 


H.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  November  15,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  communication  of  yesterday,  I  send  you  here¬ 
with  a  copy  of  a  report*  just  received  from  an  officer  whom  I  dispatched 
immediately  on  getting  your  communication  to  make  a  reconnoissance 
in  and  about  York  Biver. 


In  ieply  to  your  note  of  to-day,  I  have  to  say  that  I  have  ordered  a 
vessel  to  go  off  York  Biver  and  guard  it  carefully  until  further  orders 
and  another  to  do  the  same  thing  off  Cherrystone  Inlet. 

TVitli  two  vessels  off  the  Bappaliannock,  one  off  York  Biver  the 
lower  Potomac  well  supplied,  and  Cherrystone  Inlet  guarded,  it  is 
hardly  probable  that  the  enemy  can  get  either  men  or  arms  over  from 
the  western  to  the  eastern  shore  of  Virginia.  Besides  the  above  ves¬ 
sels,  I  have  a  steamer  guarding  the  Chesapeake,  lying  generally  between 
Lynn  Haven  Bay  and  the  eastern  shore  of  Virginia,  but  keeping  a  good 
lookout  in  all  directions.  I  can  make  no  better  disposition  of  the  force 
available  under  my  control.  I  have  a  letter  from  General  Dix,  inform¬ 
ing  me  that  a  sloop  had  left  the  eastern  for  the  western  shore  of  Virginia 
to  procure  rifled  guns.  Every  necessary  order  has  been  given  with 
regard  to  her. 


Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Major-General  John  E.  Wool, 

Commanding  Department  of  Virginia,  Fort  Monroe. 


See  p.  433. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  Commander  Lockwood,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Daylight ,  urging  vigilance  against  the  shipment 
of  men  and  arms  to  the  eastern  shore  of  Virginia. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  November  15,  1861. 

Sir  :  Information  lias  just  been  imparted  to  me  by  General  Wool  that 
it  is  probable  the  enemy  are  now  engaged  in  sendingjmen  and  arms  ovei 
to  the  eastern  shore  of  Virginia  from  Lynn  Haven  Bay.  I  have  there¬ 
fore  to  call  upon  you  to  exercise  every  possible  vigilance  and  prevent 
these  doings,  if  they  are  going  on,  by  every  means  m  your  power. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Commander  Lockwood, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Daylight. 


Letter  from  Flag -Officer  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  Major-General  Dix,  U.  S.  Army , 
commanding  Deparatment  of  Pennsylvania,  regarding  the  efficiency  of 
the  blockade  in  the  Chesapeake  Bay. 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  November  15,  1861. 

General:  I  have  two  vessels  off  the  moutb  of  the  Rappahannock 
and  another  is  already  directed  to  proceed  forthwith  off  the  mouth  ot 
York  River.  The  lower  Potomac  is  abundantly  supplied  with  them. 
To-day  I  dispatched  a  small  steamer,  commanded  by  a  very  active  and 
reliable  officer,  off  Cherrystone  Inlet.  His  vessel,  I  fear,  draws  rather 
too  much  water  for  the  shallow  banks  thereabouts,  but  unfortunately  I 
have  none  at  hand  more  suitable.  Nothing,  however,  of  any  conse¬ 
quence  will  be  likely  to  escape  his  vigilance.  Every  sloop,  particularly, 
will  be  thoroughly  well  watched  by  him  and  all  captured  that  are  not 
really  innocent.  Of  one  thing  you  may  rest  pretty  well  assured,  no 
insurgents  in  boats  or  vessels  will  be  likely  to  get  safely  over  from  the 
western  to  the  eastern  shore  of  Virginia.  May  I  add  that  if  1  could 
have  received  earlier  intelligence  of  the  contemplated  movement  of 
your  troops,  I  should  perhaps  have  been  better  prepared  at  this  moment 
to  second  them.  As  it  is,  I  shall  do  my  best,  and  upon  this  you  may 
depend. 

With  great  respect,  yours,  most  truly, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Major-General  John  A.  Dix, 

Commanding  Department  of  Pennsylvania,  etc.,  Baltimore,  Md 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  Commander  Glisson,  U.  S.Navy,  com¬ 
manding  TJ.  S.  S.  Mount  Vernon,  to  proceed  to  duty  off  Beaufort ,  N.  C. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  November  15,  1861. 

Sir  :  lrou  will  proceed  off  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  with  the  Mount  Vernon  and 
closely  blockade  that  port  until  further  orders,  or  until  it  is  absolutely 
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necessary  for  you  to  return  to  this  place  for  fuel  and  supplies  Pm  tir 
nlar  instructions  m  regard  to  the  blockade,  with  general  orders  to  be 
observed  by  the  vessels  of  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqiad^on 
and  memorandum  of  vessels  which  have  sailed  or  are  about  sailing  from 

femAheVyou  8  Sh  C°l0nieSt0vi0late  the  blockade,  are  herewith 

1  ou  will  find  the  Gemsbok  and  Braziliera  off  Beaufort. 

-Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commander  O.  S.  Glisson,  Flag-Officer. 

Commanding  U.  IS.  S.  Mount  Vernon,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


RTua  Jc  8.  Mary,  commanding  North 

fJ  «nUc  Blockading  Squadron,  of  the  probable  attack,  by  the  Confed- 
ei  ates,  upon  the  U.  8.  ships  Congress  and  Cumberland. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  November  16,  1861. 
SIR:  I  have  undoubted  information  of  a  determination  on  the  part  of 

a!n+iUrf1S  t°  attack  the  Congress  and  Cumberland  at  Newport  News 
with  the  two  steamers  they  have  up  the  James  Eiver,  aided  bv  seven 
tugs,  two  side-wheel  boats,  and  some  fire  craft.  Accordingly^  have 
placed  the  Cambridge ,  Lockwood,  and  Shawsheen  at  the  disposition  of 
Commander  Smith,  of  the  Congress,  to  assist  in  crushing  the  enemy, 
fia  he  will  need  the  services  of  vessels  of  their  light  draft.  I  have  no 

bnmefiSelvTVu  resaltf  but,  instead  of  sending  the  Shawsheen 
immediately  to  Baltimore,  I  wish  to  retain  her  here  for  a  while  The 

attempt  m  view  may  not  be  made  for  several  days  to  come,  and  it  mav 
be  delayed  a  fortnight  or  more;  but  that  it  is  to  come  off  soon,  both 
General  V\  ool  and  myselt  have  every  reason  to  believe.  I  have  sent 
tlie  Albatross  oft  Cherrystone  Inlet  at  the  urgent  request  of  General 
JJix,  and  I  have  also  sent  the  Young  Rover  off'  York  Eiver. 

The  Mount  Vernon,  which  arrived  here  to-day,  will  leave  to-morrow 
to  go  oft  Beaufort. 

The  San  Jacinto  left  to  day  for  New  York. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Browne, 
,  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  bark  Fernandina,  to  proceed  to  duty  in 
the  Forth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Navy  Department,  November  16,  1861. 
Sir:  Proceed  to  Hampton  Eoads  with  the  U.  S.  bark  Fernandina 
under  your  command  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough  for 
duty  as  a  part  of  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Transmit  to  the  Department  before  sailing  a  muster  roll  of  the  crew 
and  a  separate  list  of  the  officers  of  the  Fernandma. 

I  am,  respectfully,  Gideon  Welles. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  G.  W.  Browne, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Bark  Fernandma ,  I  ew 


Cpnort  of  Flag- Officer  Goldsborough ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
AUadic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  the  TJ.  S.  steamers  Dawn  and 
Baltimore. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Foods,  November  17,  1861. 

My  Dear  Sir:  The  Dawn  ought  to  go  to  New  York  for  a  new  boiler 
at  the  earliest  moment  she  can'be  spared.  At  present  I  have  her  m 
the  Rappahannock,  where  I  propose  to  keep  her  until  I  can  had  a 
relief.  She  is,  no  doubt,  in  a  sad  way,  and  so,  too,  are  the  Daylight, 

Louisiana,  Cambridge ,  and  Lockwood.  .  ,  .  ,  .  , 

The  Baltimore  is  not  here,  nor  has  she  been  since  I  dispatched  her  to 
the  lower  Potomac  with  provisions,  water,  etc.,  for  our  vessels  there, 
which  is  now,  I  think,  a  fortnight  or  more.  I  know  nothing  in  the 
world,  therefore,  about  the  permission  given  her  pilot  and  engineer  to 

will  give^the  ferryboats  repairing  at  Baltimore  orders  to  remain 
there  until  ordered  to  do  otherwise  by  the  Department. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Hon.  Gr.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  Navy. 


Lnstructions  from  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  Commander  Smith,  TJ.  S.  JSiavy, 

commanding  V.  S.  ship  Congress,  in  view  of  a  probable  attack  by  the 

enemy. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Hoads,  November  17,  1861. 

Sir:  I  take  it  that  Commanders  Glisson  and  Parker  communicated 
last  evening  all  that  I  wished  them  to  say  to  you,  the  substance  of 
which  was  that  the  enemy  intend  an  attack  very  soon  upon  the  Con¬ 
gress  and  Cumberland  with  their  two  armed  steamers,  two  side-wheel 
steamers  of  small  size,  six  tugs,  and  some  fire  craft.  I  will  keep  you 
as  well  supplied  with  small  vessels  as  I  possibly  can,  for  these  you  will 
want  particularly  and  for  obvious  reasons. 

None  of  the  enemy’s  tugs,  I  am  informed,  are  even  as  large  as  our 
Young  America.  I  need  not  ask  you  to  be  especially  vigilant. 

A  tug  now  at  Norfolk  is  very  anxious  to  ruu  the  gantlet  by  keeping 
close  over  toward  Pig  Point  and  join  the  other  six  now  in  James  River. 
Prevent  it  by  all  means. 

If  you  are  in  want  of  anything  whatever  let  me  know  promptly. 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.  439 


lou  are  aware,  I  suppose,  that  a  telegraph  of  an  electric  kind,  as 
well  as  by  signals,  exists  between  Newport  News  and  Port  Monroe 
ibe  general  m  command  would  no  doubt  allow  you  to  use  it. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commander  Wm.  Smith,  Flag  Officer. 

Commanding  U.  S.  S[hip]  Congress. 


Instructions  from  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 

A  orth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  Commander  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy, 

commanding  U.  S.  ship  Congress ,  regarding  use  of  night  signals. 

IT.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads ,  November  18,  1861. 

Sir:  You  are  aware  that  the  regular  signals  of  our  Navy  are  not 
allowed  on  board  any  of  the  vessels  of  the  squadron  except  the  regular 
men-of-war. 

The  threatened  attack,  if  made  at  all,  will,  in  all  probability,  be 
made  upon  you  at  night,  and  a  few  night  signals  may  be  necessary. 
I  therefore  wish  to  suggest  to  you  that  it  would  be  well  to  give  in 
manuscript  a  few  of  the  numbers,  with  their  meaning,  out  of  the  book 
(such  only  as  will  be  likely  to  be  wanted  at  night)  to  the  Lockivood  aud 
Shawsheen ;  to  furnish  both  vessels  with  Coston’s  signals,  and  then  to 
exercise  all  the  vessels  once  or  twice,  to  be  sure  that  everything  will  be 
understood,  giving  to  the  general  on  shore  notice  of  your  intention,  so 
as  not  to  create  unnecessary  disturbance  in  his  camp. 

There  are  several  sets  of  Costou’s  signals  on  board  the  Congress ; 
some  of  long  duration  and  some  of  short.  The  latter  will  answer  well 
for  a  distance  not  exceeding  4  or  5  miles;  the  former  can  be  distinctly 
made  out  at  a  distance  of  even  10  miles. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  Wm.  Smith, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S\  hip)  Congress. 

•'N.  B. — Inform  me,  if  you  please,  if  William  Yates,  quarter  gunner 
on  board  the  Congress ,  is,  or  is  not,  over  30  years  of  age. 


Instructions  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  Commander  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding  U.  S.  ship  Congress,  regarding  the  preparation  of  the  vessels 
under  his  command  for  the  threatened  attack  of  the  enemy. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads ,  November  18,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  send  you  the  Hetzel  to-day  to  assist  against  the  enemy  when¬ 
ever  he  may  venture  to  carry  into  effect  his  threatened  attack.  Like 
almost  every  other  small  steamer  that  comes  to  my  orders,  she  needs 
some  slight  repairs,  such  as  calking  of  sponsons,  adjustment  of  parts 
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of  engine,  etc.  Have  these  things  done,  if  you  please,  without  delay, 
and  let  your  carpenters  and  other  mechanics  assist  in  doing  the  work. 
They  are  not,  however,  of  a  character  to  prevent  the  vessel  from  per¬ 
forming  fighting  service  at  Newport  News  at  any  moment,  and  the 
repairs  must  be  carried  on  in  such  a  way  as  not  to  disqualify  her  foi 
prompt  service  of  the  sort.  I  will  thank  you  to  inform  me  when  they 
are  all  as  well  completed  as  they  can  be.  As  a  matter  of  course,  all  the 
vessels  now  at,  or  that  may  be  sent  to  Newport  News  are  to  act  under 
your  orders,  and  you  will  make  all  your  arrangements  accordingly, 
in  your  judgment  necessary,  have  mechanics  detailed  from  the  Cumber¬ 
land ,  or  any  other  vessel  composing  your  force,  to  assist  in  doing  the 
repairs  of  the  Iletzel,  for  I  wish  them,  I  repeat,  to  be  finished  as  early 
as  practicable.  Let  me  know  in  time  when  coal  will  be  wanted,  and  I 
will  send  a  schooner  load  of  it  up  to  you.  If  you  think  it  best,  1  will 
do  so  at  once.  As  for  provisions,  you  can  supply  the  steamers  with 
them  from  either  your  ship  or  the  Cumberland,  or  from  both ;  and  a,s  loi 
water,  each  vessel  surely  can  get  it  for  herself  at  or  about  the  landing. 
Should'  there  be  a  deficiency  of  men  on  board  any  of  the  steamers,  make 
it  good,  temporarily,  with  the  supernumeraries  you  have  at  hand  on 
board  the  Congress  and  Cumberland ,  or  rather  by  using  them  in  such 
numbers  as  you  may  judge  expedient.  In  short,  make  the  best  arrange¬ 
ment  you  can  in  any  way  to  secure  the  most  successful  results,  to  cap¬ 
ture  every  vessel  of  the  enemy  that  may  present  herself,  if  possible. 
I  beg  that  every  precaution  may  be  taken  to  guard  against  effects  of 
incendiary  vessels,  for  these,  I  am  assured,  the  enemy  intend  to  use. 
Your  idea  of  a  length  made  up  of  chain  and  rope,  with  a  grapnel  at 
the  chain  end  and  a  kedge  at  the  rope  one,  strikes  me  very  favorably, 
and  each  vessel  should  be  provided  with  the  apparatus  and  prepared 
to  use  it  promptly.  Grapnels,  if  needed,  can  readily  be  made  by  your 
armorers  in  a  very  simple  way.  We  have  none  to  spare  hereabouts. 
I  will  endeavor  to  visit  you  before  long,  but  at  present  I  am  hourly 
expecting  to  be  called  to  Washington  on  important  public  business. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  Wi.  Smith, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8[hip\  Congress,  Newport  News. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Braine ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Monti- 
cello,  of  a  slight  engagement  with  a  mashed  battery  near  New  Inlet, 
North  Carolina,  November  18,  1861. 

U.  S.  S.  Monticello, 
Hampton  Roads,  December  8 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  morning  of  the  18th 
November,  while  reconnoitering  near  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  a 
masked  battery  opened  fire  upon  us,  which  we  promptly  returned. 
After  firing  three  shots  the  battery  ceased  firing.  Knowing  it  was  not 
the  object  of  the  blockading  vessels  to  engage  land  batteries,  I  also 
ceased  firing  and  drew  off.  A  few  days  after  some  contrabands  came 
off  to  the  ship.  From  them  I  learned  that  we  dismounted  one  of 
their  guns. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  Braine, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flay- Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  to  forward 

certain  persons  to  Fort  Warren. 

Navy  Department, 

November  18,  1861. 

Sir:  The  Department  lias  received  your  No.  79  and  also  the  com¬ 
munications*  of  Captain  Marston  and  Lieutenant  Fillebrown,  forwarded 
therewith. 

You  are  authorized,  as  suggested,  to  send  the  persons  to  whom  these 
papers  refer  to  Boston  in  the  Release,  to  be  delivered  on  their  arrival 
there  to  Colonel  Dimick,  commanding  at  Fort  Warren,  with  the  history 
of  them. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc.,  Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Boads. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  North 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  of  the  arrival  at  Hampton  Roads  of 

the  TJ.  S.  steamers  Hetzel  and  Rhode  Island  and  the  Spanish  bark 

Providencia. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  November  18,  1861. 

Sir:  The  Hetzel  arrived  here  yesterday  afternoon  and,  as  usual  with 
all  the  small  steamers  that  come  here,  with  a  long  list  of  complaints 
about  condition.  I  have  ordered  her  to  be  fixed  up  immediately  by  our 
own  mechanics. 

The  Rhode  Island  arrived  here  last  night  from  the  south,  and  left 
again  this  morning  for  New  York. 

The  Spanish  bark  Providencia  reached  here  a  few  days  ago,  and  sailed 
this  morning  for  New  York,  to  be  given  up  to  the  Spanish  consul  there. 
This  is  the  vessel  about  which  I  have  already  written  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment — the  one  whose  mate  and  papers  were  brought  here  by  the  Monti- 
cello  and  which  was  subsequently  seized  by  the  Alabama  because  she 
had  not  those  papers  on  board.! 

Commander  Sartori,  unfortunately,  ordered  her  to  be  brought  in  here, 
instead  of  sending  her  at  once  to  New  York,  where  she  professed  to  be 
bound. 

I  have  already  called  the  attention  of  the  commander  of  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  to  the  manner  he  is  said  to  have  treated  English  subjects  taken 
out  of  vessels  seized  for  violating  our  blockade,  and  so  soon  as  I  get  his 
written  statement  upon  the  subject  I  will  forward  it  to  the  Department. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  ship  Con¬ 
gress,  regarding  the  inefficiency  of  the  armament  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Congress, 
Newport  News,  November  18, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  sent  our  carpenters  to  the  Hetzel,  but  the  water  was  so  rough 
that  the  boats  could  not  get  under  the  sponsons  to  calk  them.  While 
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at  anchor  the  leak  is  very  little,  and  when  the  water  shall  be  smooth 
enough,  we  will  do  the  job  in  two  or  three  hours.  . 

A  few  days  since  a  shot  was  thrown  from  Pig  Point  which  tell  within 
a  few  hundred  yards  of  this  ship.  I  think  the  rebels  there  may  have 
received  a  new  gun  and  were  trying  its  range  for  the  purpose  of  attach¬ 
ing  this  ship  at  the  same  [time]  that  the  steamers  shall  come  down 
James  Kiver,  and  I  intend  to  move  up  near  the  Cumberland  to-morrow 
when  the  tide  serves. 

I  am  told  that  there  is  an  80-pounder  rifle  similar  to  the  Lockwood  s 
on  board  a  storeship  off  Fort  Monroe.  Could  we  get  it?  V\  e  could 
mount  it  on  the  forecastle  by  cutting  away  the  rail  over  the  forward 
gun  and  bill  ports,  which  I  do  not  think  will  be  any  injury  to  the  ship. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  before  she  makes  another  cruise  she  will  be  altered 
to  carry  pivot  guns.  With  our  present  armament,  should  the  enemy’s 
steamers  stand  off  at  long  shot,  we  should  only  be  a  good  target  for 
them,  as  none  of  our  guns  could  throw  a  shot  to  them. 

We  can  muster  six  rifled  cannon  among  the  shipping,  and  there  are 
two  at  camp.  The  enemy’s  steamers  I  think  will  muster  twelve. 

Will  you  please  inform  me  what  disposition  is  to  be  made  of  the  three 
books  sent  this  evening,  the  Drill  of  Pivot  XI-[inch]  Gun? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  Smith, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Frigate  Congress. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  Forth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Loads. 


Letter  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S,  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  Lieutenant  Murray,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Louisiana ,  regarding  the  loyal  inhabitants  of  the 
island  of  Chincoteague. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  November  18,  1861. 
Sik  :  I  send  you  by  the  sloop  Granite  the  provisions  you  required, 
and  as  soon  as  you  have  taken  them  on  board  I  wish  you  to  send  her 
back  to  me,  as  I  need  her  services  here  particularly. 

I  will  send  you  at  an  early  day  authority  to  allow  some  of  the  inhab¬ 
itants  of  the  island  of  Chincoteague,  under  prescribed  conditions,  to 
carry  their  oysters  to  Philadelphia  and  New  York  and  to  bring  back 
in  return  articles  necessary  for  support  and  comfort.  Printed  forms  will 
be  given  to  you  concerning  the  matter,  and  these  you  will  be  directed 
to  use  at  your  discretion. 

It  is  my  intention  to  send  a  steamer  to  your  relief  in  the  course  of  a 
short  time,  or  rather  as  soon  as  I  can  avail  of  one  suitable  for  the  pur¬ 
pose.  Can  one  drawing  11  or  12  feet  answer?  Inform  me  what  draft 
of  water  there  is  around  and  about  the  inlet. 

There  is  a  man  by  the  name  of  Francis  Johnson  living  at  a  place 
called  Nashville,  Accomac  County,  mouth  of  Swan’s  Gut  Creek,  with 
whom  you  can,  perhaps,  put  yourself  in  communication  to  advantage. 
He  can  and  will  afford  valuable  in  formation*  about  everything  in  Acco¬ 
mac.  Although  he  talks  secession  sentiments,  yet  he  is  in  reality  a 
thorough  Fniou  man.  He  is  a  German  by  birth,  is  very  intelligent, 
speaks  several  languages  (but  English  only  indifferently)  well.  He  has 
been  already  directed  to  present  himself  on  board  of  you  whenever  you 
may  require  him  to  do  so. 
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He  is  about  5  feet  10  inches  high,  slim,  grayish  eyes,  brown  hair,  and 
perhaps  30  years  of  age. 

I  a  in  satisfied  that  you  can  trust  him.  Accomac  is  to  be  invaded 
to-day  by  several  thousand  of  our  troops— some  4,000  or  5,000. 

Let  me  know  if  you  are  again  in  want  of  coal. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag -  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  Murray, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Louisiana. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  Acting  Master's  Mate  Sanborn ,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  sloop  Granite,  regarding  delivery  of  provisions. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Loads,  November  18,  1861. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  to  Chincoteague  Inlet,  Virginia,  with  the  sloop 
Granite,  and  on  your  arrival  there  deliver  the  provisions  you  have  on 
board  for  the  Louisiana  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Murray. 

After  discharging  the  provisions  you  will  return  to  this  place. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Master’s- Mate  F.  W.  Sanborn, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Sloop  Granite. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  flag-officers  commanding 
blockading  squadrons,  transmitting  information  regarding  the  loading 
of  the  steamer  Gladiator  with  munitions  of  war  for  the  Confederates. 

jSTavy  Department,  November  18, 1861. 
Sir  :  I  herewith  enclose  copy  of  communications  dated  the  1st  and  2d 
instant,  addressed  to  the  Department  of  State  by  the  U.  S.  consul  at 
London,  giving  information  concerning  the  screw  steamer  Gladiator, 
which  lias  been  purchased  by  the  rebel  agents  in  England  and  loaded 
with  arms,  etc.,  with  the  design  of  attempting  to  run  the  blockade. 

The  Department  urges  upon  you  the  utmost  vigilance  to  prevent 
the  entrance  of  the  Gladiator  into  any  port  within*  the  limits  of  your 
command. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Flag-Officer  Sami..  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Flag-Officer  Wi,  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosures.] 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

London,  November  1,  1861. 

Sir:  The  iron  screw  steamer  Gladiator  has  been  purchased  by  the 
Confederates  and  is  now  in  the  Thames  loading  with  arms  and  ammu¬ 
nition,  and  those  who  control  her  here  say  she  can  and  will  run  the 
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blockade.  She  is  about  700  tons,  a  good,  fast  vessel,  and  will  take  out 
a  very  valuable  cargo,  mostly  real  Enfield  rifles,  powder,  cartndges^ 
caps,  shells,  etc.  Sbe  will  be  full,  and  yet  not  be  able  to  take  out  one- 
half  the  cargo  they  have  prepared  for  her.  Sbe  will  be  followed  by  a 
clipper  bark  with  the  balance. 

The  Gladiator  will  sail  by  the  middle  of  next  week,  perhaps  earlier. 
Sbe  is  entered  outward  for  Nassau,  and  will  sail  under  British  papers 
and  colors.  But  this  is  for  her  protection  only,  as  she  has  been  sold 
to  the  Confederates,  and  their  purpose  is  to  get  her  into  one  of  the 
Southern  ports.  On  this  you  may  rely.  As  she  will  be  on  the  Ameri¬ 
can  coast  by  the  time  the  several  blockading  forces  can  be  warned  of 
her  approach,  not  a  moment  is  to  be  lost  in  preparing  to  receive  her. 

I  can  have  all  the  particulars  of  her  cargo,  but  not  in  time  for  this 
week’s  steamer.  But  it  will  be  larger  and  more  valiiable  than  that  of 
the  Fingal.  I  will  try  to  see  her  and  send  a  description  by  mail,  via 
Queenstown,  to-morrow  evening. 

She  is  iron,  like  the  Bermuda  and  Fingal ,  but  neither  is  iron  plated. 

The  ship  Alexander ,  Captain  Brown,  of  Portsmouth,  Va.,  of  about 
GOO  tons,  is  loading  at  Bristol  with  salt,  etc.,  and  she  will  be  got  into  a 
Southern  port  if  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  Morse, 

Consul, 

Hon.  Wm,  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

London ,  November  2 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  just  returned  from  a  short  trip  down  the  river  to  see  the 
Confederate  steamer  Gladiator.  She  is  an  iron  screw  boat,  with  a 
round  stern,  flush  deck,  upright  stem,  no  figure  or  billet  head,  bottom 
painted  copper  colored,  black  from  water  to  rail.  She  has  three  masts, 
with  three  yards  on  the  foremast;  smoke  pipe  between  the  fore  and 
main  masts.  She  is  a  fine  looking  vessel  and  is  taking  in  cargo  rapidly, 
and  will  sail  about  next  Tuesday.  She  will  take  out  a  large  quantity 
of  Enfield  rifles,  besides  ammunition,  clothing,  etc. 

As  she  has  been  purchased  and  is  without  any  question,  notwith¬ 
standing  her  British  papers,  a  rebel  ship,  1  wish  we  had  a  vessel  here 
to  send  out  for  her. 

I  send  a  description  more  in  detail.  I  judge  she  will  draw  about  12 
feet  of  water  when  loaded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  Morse, 

Consul. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  to  Commander  Smith ,  U.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding  U.  S.  ship  Congress ,  regarding  guns. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Hoads,  November  19,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  beg  you  will  say  to  Messrs.  Stevens  and  Sharp  that  I  regret 
I  can  not,  consistently  with  my  duty,  grant  their  requests. 
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Information  is  intended  to  he  imparted  by  the  books  sent  you  yester¬ 
day  with  regard  to  the  drill  of  pivot  Xl-iuch  guns. 

were  sent  to  you  to  be  distributed  about  your  ship  as  you  might 
think  fit.  The  80-pounder  rifled  gun  of  which  you  speak  is  not  availa¬ 
ble.  Orders  were  received  long  since  to  send  it  to  Philadelphia,  and  I 
only  await  an  opportunity  to  do  so.  We  attach,  I  fear,  entirely  too 
much  confidence  to  rifled  guns. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

„  ,  IP  lag -Officer. 

Commander  Wm.  Smith, 

Commanding  U.  8.  $[7wp]  Congress ,  Newport  News. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  North 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  of  the  arrival  at  Hampton  Roads  from 

New  1  ork,  of  the  TJ.  8.  vessels  Whitehead ,  Isaac  N.  Seymour ,  and  Morse. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia ,  November  20 ,  1861. 

Sir  :  The  propeller  Whitehead ,  tug  Isaac  N.  Seymour ,  and  ferryboat 
Morse  have  all  reached  here  in  safety  from  New  York.  No  appoint¬ 
ments  were  given  to  their  engineers  there,  nor,  indeed,  were  any  per¬ 
manent  arrangements  made  with  them.  They  were  told,  it  seems,  that 
everything  of  this  sort  would  be  fixed  here.  As  they  are  all  repre¬ 
sented  to  me  as  good,  sober,  and  capable  men,  I  shall  take  the  liberty 
of  conferring  upon  them  acting  appointments  as  second  and  third 
assistants,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Department. 

The  captain  of  the  ferryboat  is  very  strongly  recommended  to  me  as 
a  first-rate  man  for  the  situation,  an  excellent  coast  pilot,  and  long 
accustomed  to  the  management  of  vessels  of  this  kind.  His  looks 
certainly  confirm  in  a  striking  degree  the  praises  lavished  upon  him. 
I  propose  to  appoint  him  an  acting  master,  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  Department.  He  has  a  young  man  with  him  also  well  recommended 
for  his  sobriety,  intelligence,  and  skill  in  running  ferryboats,  and  his 
services  on  board  of  her  I  propose  to  secure  by  appointing  him  a  mas¬ 
ter’s  mate,  subject,  likewise,  to  the  approval  of  the  Department. 

Neither  of  these  vessels  is  armed.  I  intend,  however,  to  put  two 
9  inch  guns  on  board  the  ferryboat,  and  for  the  present,  one  32-pounder 
on  board  each  of  the  others,  as  soon  as  I  can  have  them  suitably  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  purpose. 

I  have  detailed  Masters  Wells  and  French,  of  this  ship,  to  command 
the  Isaac  N.  Seymour  and  Whitehead ,  respectively. 

The  firemen  and  coal  heavers  who  came  around  in  these  vessels,  and 
who  are  disposed  to  remain  by  them,  I  intend  to  enlist  regularly. 

In  all  our  public  vessels,  however  small  or  transiently  employed,  it 
is,  I  find,  absolutely  indispensable  to  good  order  and  discipline  to  have 
a  suitable  naval  organization.  Otherwise  confusion  and  trouble  are 
constantly  occurring. 

As  early  as  possible  I  will  advise  the  Department  of  the  appoint¬ 
ments  mentioned. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Humphrey,  U.  S.  Navy,  command¬ 
ing  U.  S.  S.  Young  Rover,  of  affairs  in  York  River ,  Virginia. 

U.  S.  Steam  Bark  Young  Rover, 
Chesapeake  Bay,  off  York  River,  November  20,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  hi  accordance  with  your  order 
the  Young  Rover  left  Hampton  Roads  on  Friday,  the  15th  instant,  at 
11:30  a.  m.,  for  the  mouth  of  York  River.  During  the  afternoon  of 
that  day,  the  wind  being  strong  from  the  north  and  the  tide  running 
ebb,  made  but  little  headway,  and  at  11  p.  m.  came  to  anchor,  Old 
Point  bearing  S.  W.  by  S. 

On  Saturday,  16th,  blew  with  violence  from  N.  N.  W.,  so  much  so, 
did  not  get  underway. 

On  Sunday,  the  17th,  at  7  a.  m.,  commenced  getting  underway,  wind 
fresh  from  N.  W.  At  11  a.  m.  stood  in  to  the  northward  of  York  Spit, 
intending  to  anchor  so  as  to  command  the  mouth  of  York  River  and 
Mobjack  Bay,  but  afterwards  decided  to  stand  off  up  the  bay  and 
return  and  anchor  after  dark.  At  2:30  p.  m.,  while  standing  inshore, 
heading  W.  S.  W.  by  the  wind  toward  a  schooner  at  anchor  close  under 
the  land,  struck  the  bottom.  Laid  the  topsails  to  the  mast,  reversed 
engine,  and  came  off  without  damage.  The  pilot  at  the  time  was  stand¬ 
ing  by  the  leadsman,  who  had  just  called  5  fathoms.  Soon  after  get¬ 
ting  off,  the  schooner  got  underway  and  stood  on  up  the  bay.  Bore  up 
and  ran  down  and  at  6:30  came  to  anchor,  New  Point  Comfort  light¬ 
house  beariug  N.  N.  W.,  distant  21  miles. 

Monday,  the  18th.— Wind  fresh  from  N.  W. ;  continued  at  anchor. 
The  boiler  having  sprung  a  leak  over  the  furnace,  was  compelled  to 
draw  the  fire  to  stop  the  leak.  At  11:30  p.  m.  a  boat  came  alongside 
containing  a  white  man  calling  himself  William  Hudgins,  and  having 
a  pass  to  that  effect  purporting  to  be  signed  by  William  W.  Lamb, 
mayor  of  Norfolk,  dated  November  15.  He  states  that  he  was  born 
near  New  Point  Comfort  light- house;  has  a  family;  has  been  employed 
in  the  Gosport  [Norfolk]  navy  yard  nine  years  as  a  carpenter;  that  he 
was  suspected  of  being  a  Union  man ;  that  he  had  been  trying  to  get 
away  some  time;  that  yesterday,  when  crossing  Mobjack  Bay  from 
Severn  River,  he  saw  the  ship  lying  at  anchor,  and  after  dark  he  stole 
a  boat  and  came  off.  He  says  his  wife  has  a  son  on  board  the  Cumber¬ 
land,  William.  Oakley.  I  questioned  him  in  regard  to  the  Merrimack. 
He  thinks  she  will  not  be  ready  this  winter;  that  they  are  just  putting- 
iron  gratings  over  the  roof.  At  Gloucester  Point,  he  says,  there  are  a 
great  many  troops,  but  he  did  not  hear  of  any  movement  to  be  made 
across  the  bay.  He  saw  eight  or  ten  boats  there  of  35  or  40  tons  burden. 
The  York  Spit  light  boat  and  a  sloop  are  fitting  out  as  privateers.  He 
also  heard  some  talk  of  a  mail  boat  running  twice  a  week  across  the 
bay. 

Tuesday,  the  19th. — Wind  fresh  from  N.  W.  to  N. ;  continued  at  anchor. 
Saw  several  small  sloops  and  schooners  in  Mobjack  Bay  and  York  River. 

Wednesday,  20th. — 9  a.  m.  got  underway  and  steamed  up  Mobjack 
Bay  to  the  mouth  of  Severn  River.  Saw  one  schooner  and  one  sloop 
run  across  from  Severn  River  to  East  River.  Fired  one  shot  at  the 
schooner,  but  the  water  being  so  shoal  could  not  get  near  enough  to 
reach  her.  At  4 : 30  anchored,  New  Point  light-house  bearing  N.  by  W., 
distant  3£  miles. 
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Thursday ,  the  21st. — The  steam  tug  Young  America ,  has  just  come 
alongside,  bound  to  Hampton  Roads,  and  I  avail  myself  of  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  send  the  deserter  from  Norfolk. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Humphrey, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborougii, 

North  Atlantic  -Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Armstrong ,  TJ.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  IT.  S.  S.  State  of  Georgia ,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  North 
Atlantic  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  November  20,  1861. 
Sur:  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  State  of  Georgia  under  your  command 
to  Hampton  Roads, Virginia,  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsbor- 
ougli  tor  duty  as  a  part  ot  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Transmit  to  the  Department  before  sailing  from  Philadelphia  a  mus¬ 
ter  roll  of  the  crew  and  a  separate  list  of  the  officers  of  the  State  of 
Georgia. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 


Gideon  Welles. 


Commander  Jas.  F.  Armstrong, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  State  of  Georgia ,  Philadelphia. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  flag-officers  commanding 

Blockading  Squadrons ,  forwarding  a  list  of  suspicious  vessels  in  the 

port  of  Liverpool. 

Navy  Department,  November  20, 1861. 

Sir  :  In  recent  dispatches  received  by  the  Department  of  State  from 
the  U.  S.  consul  at  Liverpool  the  following  vessels  are  referred  to  as 
receiving  and  having  on  board  such  cargoes  as  lead  to  a  suspicion  that 
they  are  destined  for  the  rebellious  States,  viz : 

Poltena,  317  tons;  cleared  from  Liverpool,  October  18,  1861,  for 
Havana. 

Jane  Campbell,  131  tons;  cleared  from  Liverpool,  October  17,  1861, 
for  Havana. 

Princess  Royal ,  959  tons;  cleared  from  Liverpool,  October  23,  1861, 
for  Havana. 

Victoria,  242  tons;  cleared  from  Liverpool,  October  22,  1861,  for 
Havana. 

The  steamer  Talisman ,  540  tons;  Mathilda ;  Amphitrite,  101  tons; 
Fone ,  172  tons;  Favorite,  272  tons;  Beautiful  Star,  130  tons,  and  Fssex, 
843  tons. 

The  English  bark  Peruana ,  with  50  tons  gunpowder,  cleared  from 
Liverpool  for  Valparaiso,  October  22,  1861. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  flag-officers  commanding 
Blockading  Squadrons,  transmitting  information  regarding  the  ship¬ 
ment  from  London  of  munitions  of  war  for  the  Confederate  States. 


Navy  Department,  November  21,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  inclose  herewith  for  your  information  the  copy  of  a  letter 
addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  relative  to  the  shipment  of  a  huge 
quantity  of  rifles  and  munitions  of  war  for  the  rebel  States  from  Lon 
don  under  the  British  flag. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

’  Gideon  Welles. 


Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborotigh, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


[Enclosure.] 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

London,  October  26,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  regard  it  my  duty  to  report  to  you  that  the  Confederates  con¬ 
tinue  very  active  in  this  country  and  are  collecting  material  of  war  at 
various  points  for  shipment.  Of  Enfield  rifles  they  have  thousands 
now  ready  for  shipment,  and  have  all  the  armories  here  at  work  for 
them.  With  these  and  what  they  are  getting  at  Birmingham  they 
must  be  receiving  not  far  from  1,500  per  week.  We  can  not,  with 
the  means  at  our  disposal,  get  on  the  track  and  follow  to  vessels  all 
their  shipments,  for  they  adopt  every  possible  expedient  to  deceive  us. 
A  direct  shipment  is  rarely  made.  All  their  goods  move  about  the 
country  from  point  to  point,  and  are  generally  transshipped  even 
before  they  leave  the  country  But  you  may  rely  on  the  fact  that  large 
quantities  of  all  kinds  frequently  leave  this  country  for  the  rebel 
States,  and  every  measure  that  promises  the  least  hope  of  success  will 
be  resorted  to  to  get  them  in. 

I  learned  last  evening  that  the  same  house  that  negotiated  the  condi¬ 
tional  sale  of  the  Victoria  and  Adelaide  are  in  treaty  for  war  steamers 
belonging  to  the  East  India  Company.  It  is  said  they  are  intended 
for  the  Confederates.  The  steamers  Victoria  and  Adelaide  are  still 
undergoing  repairs  here. 

I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  dispatch  informing  me  that  orders 
sufficiently  extensive  had  been  sent  to  this  country  to  absorb  all  the 
Enfield  rifles  that  can  be  made  in  this  country  for  the  coming  two  years, 
except  such  as  are  made  for  the  English  Government.  Permit  me  to 
say,  with  all  becoming  respect  and  deference,  that  this  liberality  will 
not  secure  what  we  desire  unless  conducted  differently.  When  I  came 
to  this  country,  realizing  what  our  wants  must  soon  be  for  arms,  I  lost 
no  time  in  making  myself  pretty  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  gun 
trade  of  this  country — the  capacity  of  the  several  armories,  the  quality 
of  the  arms  turned  out  by  each,  their  prices,  mode  of  inspection  when 
sold  to  others  besides  the  British  Government,  etc.  I  had  unusual 
facilities  for  acquainting  myself  with  [the]  question  and  thought  it  my 
duty  to  improve  it. 

After  the  battle  of  Bull  Run  I  felt  so  thoroughly  impressed  with  the 
idea  that  the  Enfield  rifle  would  be  largely  called  for  that  I  very 
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quietly,  through  Mr.  McFarland,  the  Massachusetts  agent  for  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  arms  here,  an  engineer  and  practical  gnnmaker,  and  without 
being  known  in  the  transaction  myself,  obtained  the  best  offer  I  could 
from  all  the  armories  here,  and  from  the  directors  of  the  gun  trade  at 
Birmingham,  for  all  the  thoroughly  inspected  guns  they  could  dispose 
of  for  the  then  coming  four  or  six  months. 

When  Mr.  Shyler  first  came  here  we  had  everything  ready  and  held 
the  written  offers  from  all  the  responsible  and  best  makers  in  this 
country  at  65s.  (sterling)  each.  Mr.  S.  did  [not]  feel  authorized  to  take 
charge  of  the  matter  and  close  the  contracts,  and  consequently 
the  supply  from  this  city  has  gone  into  Southern  hands,  the  agents  of 
the  Confederates  then  standing  ready  to  take  them  at  66s. 

At  Birmingham  several  persons,  all  pretending  to  be  purchasing  for 
theU.  S.  Government,  are  bidding  against  each  other,  and  have  run 
up  the  price  of  rifles,  which  receive  only  a  nominal  inspection  and  some 
none  at  all,  from  60  up  to  75  and  80s.  (sterling)  each,  and  not  as  many 
guns  are  made  there  now  as  when  they  were  sold  at  60s.  each,  and  of  far 
better  quality  then  than  now,  owing  to  more  frequent  strikes  of  work¬ 
men,  and  there  being  much  inferior  quality  of  materials  now  used  there. 
The  Confederates  are  getting  the  same  guns  at  Birmingham,  but  not 
enough  to  disturb  the  market.  The  price  has  been  run  up  entirely  by 
those  claiming  to  be  the  agents  of  Government  and  by  parties  from  New 
York,  buying  on  speculation.  The  only  remedy  for  this  bad  state  of 
things  is  for  the  Government  to  refuse  to  have  anything  to  do  with 
speculators  and  put  its  own  business  all  into  the  hands  of  one  com¬ 
petent  man,  and  then  we  should  get  more  guns  than  now,  of  far  better 
quality,  and  for  at  least  10s.  less  on  each  gun.  Could  our  Government 
do  this,  and  have  each  gun  thoroughly  inspected  here,  guns  would 
fall  in  one  week  to  60s.  and  be  of  better  quality  and  more  of  them  made. 

In  making  this  statement  I  trust  I  have  not  gone  beyond  the  nature 
of  my  duties.  I  see  the  evil  so  plainly,  and  it  is  working  so  disas¬ 
trously  for  us,  that  I  considered  it  my  duty  to  direct  your  attention  to 
the  question. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  sincerely,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  Morse, 

Consul. 


Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  flag-officers  commanding 
blockading  squadrons ,  transmitting  information  of  the  clearing  from 
Liverpool  of  a  suspicious  vessel  called  the  Essex. 

Navy  Department,  November  31,  1361. 
Sir:  The  Department  calls  your  attention  to  the  enclosed  extract 
from  a  dispatch  of  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Liverpool,  in  relation  to  the 
English  ship  Essex ,  which  he  thinks  is  destined  for  the  insurrectionary 
States. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc.,  Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Flag  Officer  Wm,  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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[Enclosure. — Extract.] 

U.  S.  Consulate, 
Liverpool ,  November  1,  1861. 

Sir:  The  Margaret  Ridley ,  which  cleared  for  Harbor  Grace,  New¬ 
foundland,  and  sailed  on  the  28th,  had  150  quarter  barrels  gunpowder, 
7  hundredweight  lead,  and  5  casks  lead  shot.  „  rr 

An  English  ship  called  the  Essex  is  reported  to-day  deared  for  Ye 
Cruz,  and,  from  her  large  tonn^,  imd  that  being  an 
for  the  house  dispatching  her,  1  don’t  think  she  ,s  going  there.  She  is 
a  ship  of  850  tons  register.  I  can  not  get  particular  of  her  car&o 

t0From  what  I  learn  I  believe  that  Mr.  Anderson  and  Captain  Bulloch 
went  in  the  Fingal.  She  ran  into  Holyhead  outer  harbor  on  the  night 
of  the  14th,  sent  a  boat  ashore,  and  received  two  persons  on  board,  one 

of  whom  answered  Anderson’s  description. 

In  going  out  again  she  ran  a  brig  (Italian)  down,  the  mastei  ot  which 

reported  her  name.  .  .  •  . 

I  understand  her  plan  will  be  to  get  close  inshore  and  run  into  the 
first  harbor,  and  failing  that,  to  run  ashore.  I  mention  that  only  tor 

what  it  is  worth.  *  *  *  ,  oOT,Tri^T1. 

With  high  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  sei\ ant, 

®  H.  Wilding. 

Hon.  F.  W.  Seward, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 


Order  of  Commander  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.ship  Congress 
to  Lieutenant  Davenport,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Hetzet, 
regarding  positions  of  the  vessels  at  night. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Congress, 

Newport  News,  November  22,  1861. 

Sir:  Until  further  orders  the  steamers  will  be  anchored  at  night 
between  the  Sand  Island  and  the  eastern  shore  of  the  river,  at  the 
same  distances  from  each  other  as  at  present,  and  have  a  good  lookout 
kept  for  the  enemy’s  steamers  or  fire  rafts.  Should  any  of  the  latter 
be  seen  coming  down?  you  will  tow  tliem  to  the  western  side  ot  tlie 
channel  and  let  them  go,  so  that  they  may  drift  clear  of  the  ships. 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  W.  Smith, 

Commanding  If.  S.  Frigate  Congress. 

Lieutenant  H.  K.  Davenport, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Hetzel,  Newport  News,  Va. 


Report  of  Commander  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  If.  S.  ship  Congress, _ 
of  the  shelling  by  the  U.  S.  steamers  Shaw  sheen  and  J.  L.  Lockwood  of 
a  Confederate  encampment  above  Newport  News,  Va. 


U.  S.  Frigate  Congress, 

Newport  News,  November  23,  1861. 

Sir:  Yesterday  afternoon  General  Phelps  sent  Captain  [Francis  A.] 
Silva  to  inform  me  that  a  regiment  of  Virginia  infantry  had,  within  a 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.  451 

few  days  past  encamped  on  the  Yorktown  road,  a  few  miles  above  Camp 
Du  tier,  and  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  river  bank:  that 

ley  had  no  artillery,  and  that  there  were  no  batteries  alongshore 
between  the  encampment  and  our  anchorage,  and  requested  me  to  send 
some  ot  the  small  steamers  up  the  river  as  near  as  possible  to  them 
and  shell  them  for  the  purpose  of  driving  them  from  their  present 
encampment. 

I  put  Captain  Silva  aud  the  pilot  of  the  Cumberland  on  board  the 
bhaw sheen  (as  guide  and  pilot)  and  ordered  her  and  the  Lockwood  to 
proceed  up  the  river  and  shell  the  enemy.  They  left  here  about  dusk, 
but  before  reaching  their  destination  got  aground  and  were  detained 
some  time.  Between  12  and  1  o’clock  they  reached  the  place,  which 
was  recognized  by  Captain  Silva,  who  knew  it  from  having  been  there 
occasionally  in  performing  his  duties  of  patrol,  and  they  saw  two  of  the 
enemy’s  fires,  one  a  signal  and  the  other  a  picket  fire.  They  opened 
on  the  fires  and  the  space  between  them  where  the  camp  was  supposed 
to  be,  and  gave  them  a  dozen  rounds  from  each  steamer. 

As  I  knew  from  Captain  Silva  before  they  left  that  they  would  not 
be  able  to  see  the  enemy,  and  would  have  to  fire  pretty  much  at  ran¬ 
dom,  I  had  ordered  them  not  to  expend  many  shells  on  the  enemy, 
supposing  that  a  few  would  have  the  effect  desired  by  the  general, 
to  let  them  know  that  they  were  in  a  dangerous  locality  and  that  it 
would  be  advisable  for  them  to  shift  their  quarters. 

The  boats  were  back  at  their  anchorage  at  half  past  2  o’clock  this 
morning. 

The  navigation  above  this  point  is  so  intricate  and  our  pilots  are  so 
little  acquainted  with  the  channel  that  if  the  general  again  desires  a 
similar  expedition  I  shall  have  to  decline  it,  though  anxious  to  help 
him  whenever  it  can  be  prudently  done. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  Smith, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Frigate  Congress. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  to  Acting  Master  Graves,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  John  Tj.  Lockwood,  to  proceed  with  that  vessel  to 
Baltimore  for  repairs. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  November  23,  1861. 
Sir  :  Proceed  to  Baltimore  with  the  Lockwood  under  your  command 
and,  on  your  arrival  there,  communicate  immediately  with  Carpenter 
James  McDonnell,  U.  S.  Navy,  No.  68  Broadway,  corner  of  Mullikin 
street,  and  say  to  him  that  I  wish  the  Lockwood  repaired  forthwith,  aud 
without  waiting  orders  from  any  other  quarter,  for  efficient  service. 
Among  the  other  things  to  be  done  to  her,  concerning  all  of  which  you 
will  inform  Mr.  McDonnell,  I  wish  a  supply  pump  fitted  for  her  boiler. 
I  expect  you  to  return  to  this  place  in  a  very  few  days.  Consult  sound 
economy  in  all  your  demands. 

On  your  way  to  Baltimore,  stop  off  Cherrystone  Inlet  and  inform 
Commander  Prentiss  that  if  the  services  of  the  Albatross  are  no  longer 
required  there  he  can  return  here  with  her. 
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V 

Our  troops,  I  am  informed,  are  already  virtually  in  possession  of  the 
eastern  shore  of  Virginia,  and  if  this  is  the  fact,  of  which  there  seems 
to  be  little  or  no  doubt,  his  vessel  need  not  remain  absent  from  this  any 
longer.  Show  Commander  Prentiss  these  instructions. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Acting  Master  G.  W.  GRAVES, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Lockwood ,  Hampton  Loads. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  Commander  Smith,  TJ.  S.Navy,  com¬ 
manding  TJ.  S.  ship  Congress,  regarding  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Isaac  N.  Seymour. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  November  23,  1861. 

Sir:  I  send  you  to  day  the  1.  N.  Seymour  to  take  the  place  of  the 
Lockwood,  which  vessel  1  have  ordered  to  Baltimore  for  repairs.  _ 

Some  ironwork  is  needed  for  the  guns  of  the  1. 1 .  Seymour,  and  this 
I  wish  you  would  have  done  at  once  by  the  armorers  of  the  Congress 
and  Cumberland.  In  a  little  while  from  this  we  shall  have  a  legu  ar 
machine  shop  of  our  own  at  Fort  Monroe  to  do  the  work  of  our  squad¬ 
ron,  but  in  the  meantime  we  must  depend  upon  the  means  we  possess 
at  present  to  get  along  witli  such,  jobs  as  our  vessels  can  do  lor  them- 

selves  and  for  each  other.  . 

The  Seymour  requires  the  use  of  a  few  powder  tanks.  Let  her  have 
some  of  your  empty  ones.  She  wants  also  some  small  arms.  She  can 
take  the  Lockwood's  or,  if  this  vessel  has  none,  loan  her  a  few  until  I 
can  replace  them  by  some  of  a  large  number  I  have  at  Annapolis.  Her 
armament  is  two'  32-pounders  of  different  weights,  and  therefore 
requiring  different  charges.  Let  your  gunner  arrange  these  for  her 
according  to  the  ordnance  instructions.  In  a  word,  fix  the  Seymour  up 
so  as  to  make  her  as  efficient  as  possible. 

Would  it  not  be  well  for  you  to  station  a  couple  of  the  small  and 
active  vessels  every  night  at  a  suitable  distance  above  the  rest,  with 
orders  to  communicate  by  signal  any  discovery  they  may  make  of  the 
enemy’s  movements'?  A  couple  of  vedette  or  lookout  vessels  is  what  I 
mean. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  Wm.  Smith, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S[hip]  Congress,  Newport  News,  Va. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Dix,  TJ.  S.  Army ,  commanding  Department  oj 
Pennsylvania ,  to  Major-General  Wool,  TJ.  S.  Army,  commanding  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Virginia,  regarding  the  preparation  by  the  Confederates  of  heavy 
ordnance  for  Willoughby's  Point. 

Baltimore,  November  23,  1861. 

Dear  General  :  I  have  it  from  unquestionable  authority  that  the 
Confederates  are  preparing  some  very  heavy  ordnance  for  Willoughby’s 
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1  oint,  a  sand  spit,  to  sliell  you  out.  You  may  have  this  information,  and 
i  do  not  suppose  the  attempt  will  amount  to  anything;  but  I  make  it  a 
lule  to  communicate  what  I  hear  from  authentic  sources,  whether  it  is 
likely  to  be  of  any  importance  or  not.  I  think  the  Confederates  call 
the  position  Post  No.  1 . 

I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 


Major-General  John  E.  Wool. 


John  A.  Dix, 
Major-  General. 


Report  of  Commander  Prentiss ,  V.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Albatross , 

requesting  instructions. 

U.  S.  S.  Albatross, 
Cherrystone  Inlet ,  November  25,  1861. 

biR:  I  understand  that  the  troops  in  eastern  Virginia  have  laid 
down  their  arms,  and  that  General  Lockwood  is  at  Eastville  with  a 
small  force.  He  gives  permits  to  small  vessels  to  trade  between  this 
and  Baltimore.  How  far  shall  I  respect  them?  Have  you  any  orders 
to  give  in  this  changed  condition  of  things? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  A.  Prentiss, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 

P.  S. — Officers  and  men  are  said  to  cross  nightly  in  rowboats  from 
Fisherman’s  Island  to  Cape  Henry. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Murray,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Louisiana, 
regarding  the  depth  of  wa  ter  in  Chincoteague  Inlet. 

U.  S.  S.  Louisiana, 
Chincoteague  Inlet,  November  25,  1861. 

Flag  Officer:  I  respectfully  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com¬ 
munication  of  the  18tli  instant  by  the  sloop  Granite ,  whicli  arrived  on 
the  22d  with  stores. 

She  received  some  damage  whilst  crossing  the  bar  (the  wrenching  off 
of  rudder  braces),  which  will  account  for  the  delay  in  returning  to 
Hampton  Boads. 

In  answer  to  your  enquiries  about  the  depth  of  water,  I  would 
respectfully  state  that  8  feet  is  the  most  that  can  be  depended  on,  and 
after  easterly  winds  it  is  less;  5  feet  can  navigate  the  whole  sound. 

I  have  found  Mr.  Francis  Johnson  all  you  represent  him  to  be. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Murray, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  in  Chief ,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough, 
JJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regard¬ 
ing  commanding  officers. 

Confidential.]  Navy  Department, 

Washington ,  November  25,  1861. 

Sir:  Since  the  efficiency  of  the  blockade  depends  in  a  great  measure 
upon  the  professional  skiil  of  each  individual  commander,  the  Depart¬ 
ment  enjoins  upon  the  flag-officers  a  vigilant  supervision  of  the  move¬ 
ments  of  each  vessel  under  their  command.  A  large  number  of  most 
efficient  steamers  are  being  pressed  to  completion,  and  the  Department 
desires  to  assign  these,  as  far  as  the  public  service  will  admit,  to  those 
officers  who  have  performed  at  sea  most  faithfully  the  duties  of  the 
blockade.  You  will  therefore  keep  the  Department  advised  of  the  rela¬ 
tive  merit  of  each  and  every  commander  attached  to  your  squadron, 
and  take  care  that  no  case  of  individual  merit,  or  the  reverse,  occurs 
without  a  full  investigation  and  report  to  the  Department. 

The  Department  also  desires  a  particular  report  relative  to  the 
officers  formerly  in  the  Navy,  and  now  serving  under  acting  appoint¬ 
ments,  and  those  now  attached  to  seagoing  vessels  who  are  on  the 
retired  list.  As  full  authority  is  given  to  the  flag-officers  to  send  home 
the  inefficient  and  apathetic,  and  make  any  changes  in  the  command¬ 
ing  officers  that  the  public  service  demands,  the  Government  will  hold 
them  responsible  for  the  efficiency  of  each  single  ship.  Rank  has  its 
merits,  but  no  consideration  will  be  given  to  it  unless  accompanied 
with  enthusiastic  devotion  to  the  suppression  of  this  rebellion  and 
professional  fidelity  to  the  duties  imposed. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsboroiigh, 

Oomdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  flag-officers  commanding  block¬ 
ading  squadrons,  transmitting  information  regarding  the  sailing  from 

London  of  the  steamer  Gladiator. 

Navy  Department,  November  25,  1861. 

Sir:  I  forward  herewith  an  extract  from  dispatch  No.  69  of  the  U.  S. 
minister  at  London  to  the  Department  of  State  concerning  the  steamer 
Gladiator,  which  cleared  from  London  with  arms,  etc.,  destined  for  the 
Southern  States. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

London,  November  6,  1861. 

Sir:  The  Confederate  screw  steamer  Gladiator,  concerning  which  I 
have  given  you  information  in  two  dispatches,  will  drop  down  near  to 
Gravesend  this  day  noon,  where  she  may  remain  until  to  morrow.  She 
has  in  her  cargo  1,112  cases  of  Enfield  rifles,  containing  20  rifles  each 
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L  T’ , ^he  1S  about  1  year  old  and  a  very  fine  vessel.  Captain 
ot  .*'ie  steamer  Adelaide ,  is  to  command  her  on  leaving,  and  she 
?  PeNc.  a,ied  V1  llis  name5  but  another  man  (perhaps  Semraes,  of  the 
bumter)  is  to  take  charge  when  she  gets  to  sea.  She  will  no  doubt  go 
the  Southern  route.  She  draws  about  10  feet  of  water  forward  and  14 
aft,  or  perhaps  134  aft. 

The  U.  S.  S.  James  Adger,  Commander  Marcliand,  I  heard  on  Sun¬ 
day,  was  at  Falmouth  coaling  on  Friday,  but  has  not  been  in  commu¬ 
nication  with  anyone  here, 

1  ha\e  good  reasons  tor  believing  that  the  Gladiator  is  in  reality 
Contederate  property,  or  will  be  on  her  arrival  in  some  Southern  port 
Tut  she  leaves  here  under  the  protection  of  the  English  flag  and  Eng¬ 
lish  papers.  Her  speed,  1  learn,  will  be,  with  her  cargo  in,  about  104 
miles  per  hour.  ’  2 


1  have  the  satisfaction  of  informing  you  that  one  of  the  gun  manu- 
facturers  h©r6,  who  had  a  contract  with  the  rebels  running  to  March, 
has  had  a  difficulty  with  them,  broken  the  contract,  and  will  hereafter 
send  his  guns,  Enfield  rifles,  to  New  York  on  his  own  account.  His 
name  is  Barnett,  and  his  rifles  stand  very  well  here. 

Your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  Wi,  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


F.  H.  Morse, 

Consul. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  (I.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  to  Commander  Armstrong ,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  State  of  Georgia ,  to  proceed  to  duty  off  Beaufort , 

N .  t . 

IT.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  November  26,  1861. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  off  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  with  the  State  of  Georgia 
and,  on  your  arrival  there,  report  to  Commander  O.  S.  Glisson  for  duty 
in  the  blockade  of  that  port. 

Instructions  lor  commanders  of  vessels,  regulations  for  conducting 
the  blockade,  information  concerning  rifled  guns,  and  memorandum  of 
vessels  which  have  sailed  or  about  sailing  from  England  and  the  Eng¬ 
lish  colonies  to  violate  the  blockade,  together  with  blanks  for  instruc¬ 
tion  of  prize  masters,  are  herewith  furnished  you. 

By  order  of  flag  officer  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron: 

G.  J.  Van  Brunt, 

Captain,  Commanding  U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota. 
[Commander  James  F.  Armstrong, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  State  of  Georgia.} 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Murray,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Louisiana, 
regarding  the  reestablishment  of  the  lights  at  Hog  Island  and  Cape 
Charles. 

IT.  S.  S.  Louisiana, 
Chincoteague  Inlet,  November  26,  1861. 
Flag-Officer:  I  have  reliable,  though  not  official,  information  that 
the  quelling  of  the  insurrection  on  the  peninsula  has  been  accomplished. 

Pending  further  orders,  I  shall  endeavor  to  reestablish  the  lights  at 
Hog  Island  and  Cape  Charles. 
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Trusting  this  will  meet  your  approval,  I  am,  very'  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  ^  Murray, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flap-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough,  ^  „  7 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Loads. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Graves ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.John 
L.  Lockwood ,  regarding  the  cruise  of  that  vessel  to  Baltimore  and  t 

progress  of  repairs.  ^  ^  ^  Lockwood, 

Baltimore ,  November  27, 1861. 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  your  orders  of  the  23d  1  left  Hampton  ^oads 
at  3  p.  m.  on  the  24tli,  and  proceeded  direct  to  Cherrystone  Inlet,  where 
I  arrived  at  sunset.  Not  finding  the  Albatross  at  that  place,  I  ran  to 
the  northward  alongshore  about  20  miles;  fired  two  guns  and  showed 
lights.  Not  finding  her,  and  the  weather  having  a  threatening  appear¬ 
ance  to  the  westward,  I  judged  it  prudent  to  haul  off  and  proceed  on 
the  passage  to  Baltimore.  The  repairs  on  the  vessel  are  progressing 
rapidly,  and  hope  to  leave  this  on  Saturday  night  or  Sunday  morning, 

we  are  working  night  and  day.  .  , .  T 

Hoping  that  these  arrangements  will  meet  your  approbation,  1 

remain,  yours,  very  respectfully,  G  w  qEAVES) 

ActingMaster ,  in  Command. 

I  Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Loads,  j 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  the  U.  S.  S.  State  of  Georgia. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  November  27,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  IT.  S.  S.  State  of  Georgia, 
Commander  James  F.  Armstrong,  arrived  at  Hampton  Roads  yester¬ 
day  afternoon,  and  will  proceed  to  Beaufort,  N.  0.,  to-day. 

Bv  order  of  flag-officer  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron: 

J  G.  J.  Van  Brunt, 

Captain,  Commanding  U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Quackenbush , 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Delaivare,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  November  27, 1861. 
Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  Delaware  to  Hampton  Roads  and  report  to 
Flag-Officer  Goldsborough. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Lieutenant  S.  P.  Quackenbush,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Delaware ,  Philadelphia. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Arnold ,  TJ,  S.  Navy, 
commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Mystic ,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  North  Atlantic 
Squadron. 


Navy  Department,  November  29,  1861. 

Sir:  When  the  IT.  S.  S.  Mystic,  under  your  command,  shall  be  iu  all 
respects  ready  for  sea,  you  will  proceed  with  her  to  Hampton  lfoads 
and  report  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborougli  as  a  part  of  the  squadron 
under  his  command. 

Transmit  to  the  Department,  before  sailing  from  Philadelphia,  a  com¬ 
plete  muster  roll  of  the  crew  and  a  separate  list  of  the  officers  of  the 
Mystic. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 


Gideon  Welles. 

Lieutenant  H.  1ST.  T.  Arnold,  IT.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Mystic ,  Philadelphia. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Bryson,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.S.S.  Chippewa,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  North  Atlantic 
Squadron. 

Navy  Department  November  29, 1861. 
Sir:  When  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Chippewa,  under  your  command,  shall 
be  in  all  respects  ready  for  sea,  you  will  proceed  with  her  to  Hampton 
Roads  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborougli  for  duty  as  a  part  of 
the  squadron  under  his  command. 

Transmit  to  the  Department,  before  sailing  from  New  York,  a  mus¬ 
ter  roll  of  the  crew  and  a  separate  list  of  the  officers  of  the  Chippewa. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Lieutenant  Andrew  Bryson, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Gunboat  Chippewa,  New  York. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Master  Allen ,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  TJ.S.  S.  Whitehall ,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  North  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  November  29,  1861. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  IT.  S.  S.  Whitehall  under  your  com¬ 
mand  to  Hampton  Roads  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  Louis  M.  Gohls- 
borough. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 


Gideon  Welles. 


Acting  Master  Francis  P.  Allen, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Whitehall,  Baltimore. 


Engagement  between  the  Federal  vessels  and  the  C.  S.  S.  Patrick  Henry , 
in  James  River,  Virginia,  December  2,  1861. 

Report  of  Commander  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Congress. 

IT.  S.  Frigate  Congress, 
Newport  News,  December  2,  1861. 

Sir:  This  morning  about  6  o’clock  a  rebel  steamer  (supposed  to  be 
the  Yorktown )  came  down  James  River  and  opened  fire  on  onr  steam¬ 
ers,  which  were  anchored  (as  they  have  been  at  night  for  some  time 
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past)  across  tlie  channel  about  a  mile  and  a  half  above  this  anchorage. 
The  fire  was  returned  by  all  of  our  steamers,  which  got  ^'derwaj ,  and 
was  kept  up  for  about  an  hour,  all  the  vessels  drifting  up  with  the  flood 
tide,  when  the  rebel  retired  and  our  steamers  returned  to  this  anchorage. 

Three  or  four  of  the  rebel  shells  fell  near  our  vessels  without  doing 
any  damage.  It  is  not  certain  that  any  of  our  shells  reached  the  enemy. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Colhoun,  of  the  Shawsheen,  thinks  that  two  of 
his  shells  struck,  or  went  beyond  the  rebel,  as  he  did  not  see  them 
explode  or  fall  into  the  water,  and  he  had  seen  all  of  the  others  fall  or 

eXf  think  the  object  of  the  rebel  commander  was  to  ascertain  the  range 
of  our  guns;  oniy  two  of  them  could  have  reached  him. 

I  do  not  think  the  rebel  was  any  time  nearer  than  4  miles  to  either 

of  our  ships. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  Smith 

Commanding  U.  8.  Frigate  Congress. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough,  ,  „  , 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Bloc-hading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Loads. 


Letter  from  Commander  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Congress,  to  Flag-Officer 
Goldsborough,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


U.  S.  Frigate  Congress, 

Newport  News ,  December  7 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  return  you  the  slip  from  the  Richmond  Dispatch  which  you 
kindly  sent  me  to-day,  with  my  thanks  for  the  same.  I  don’t  think 
Commander  Tucker’s  report  does  him  any  great  credit.  Lf  took  him 
two  weeks  to  make  up  his  mind  to  come  down  to  “  surprise  and  attack 
our  steamers,  and  when  he  did  come,  the  first  shell  that  struck  his  vessel 
took  all  the  starch  out  of  him,  and  he  returned  to  his  anchorage,  u  the 
enemy  evincing  no  disposition  to  follow  him.”  He  forgot  to  tell  his 
Secretary  that  the  fioodtide  was  drifting  all  of  the  steamers  up  the 
river,  and  that  when  he  retired  from  the  contest,  they  were  2  miles 
farther  up  than  when  it  began.  If  they  did  not  get  near  enough  to 
him,  he  should  have  held  on  till  they  drifted  up. 

I  had  a  Boston  paper  which  I  wished  to  send  you,  but  it  has  been 
mislaid,  containing  a  paragraph  from  the  Richmond  Dispatch,  stating 
that  in  the  attack  made  by  the  steamers  Hetzel  and  Lockwood  on  the 
rebel  camp  above  this  place  some  nights  since,  the  rebel  loss  was  fif¬ 
teen  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  This  was  not  so  bad,  considering 
that  the  place  was  hunted  up  in  the  night  and  fired  on,  at  a  guessed 
distance  of  about  a  mile  and  a  half.  Captain  Silva,  who  was  the  guide 
on  the  occasion,  informed  me  to-day  that  the  rebels  had  broken  up 
their  camp,  where  they  were  preparing  for  winter  quarters,  and  had 
moved  off. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly, 

W.  Smith. 


Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Hoads. 


Confederate  States  Steamer  Patrick  Henry. 
Drawn  from  photograph  and  drawing. 
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Report*  °f  Commander  Tucker,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Patrick  Henry. 


0.  S.  S.  Patrick  Henry, 

Off  Mulberry  Island ,  James  River ,  Va.,  December  2,  1861. 

Sir  :  Since  the  18th  of  November  the  enemy  have  accumulated  at 
Newport  News  several  small  gunboats  and  armed  tugs.  Learning  that 
they  were  in  the  habit  of  sending  several  of  these  gunboats  up  the 
river  at  night  and  withdrawing  them  in  the  morning,  induced  me  to 
take  the  first  favorable  opportunity  to  surprise  and  attack  them. 

This  morning  being  dark  and  suitable  for  the  enterprise,  I  left  our 
anchorage  off  Mulberry  Island  at  4  o’clock  a.  m.  and  proceeded  cau¬ 
tiously  down  the  river,  all  lights  carefully  concealed. 

I  regret,  however,  to  say  that  I  was  disappointed  in  not  finding  the 
steamers  as  high  up  the  river  as  I  expected. 

At  early  daylight  we  discovered  four  steamers  anchored  in  line,  this 
side  of  the  frigates,  but  in  supporting  distance  of  them  and  the  battery 
at  Newport  News. 

We  rounded  to  at  a  supposed  distance  of  a  mile  and  commenced  the 
attack  with  our  port  battery  and  pivot  guns,  which  was  returned  by 
the  steamers  and  the  battery  on  shore  from  rilled  and  other  guns.  Many 
ot  the  rifled  shells  came  near  and  over  us,  and  one  struck  us,  going- 
through  the  pilot  house  and  exploding  in  the  starboard  hammock  net¬ 
tings,  producing  slight  injury  and  wounding  one  of  the  pilots  and  a 
seaman  very  slightly  by  the  splinters. 

The  engagement  lasted  two  hours,  when  we  returned  to  our  anchor¬ 
age,  the  enemy  evincing  no  disposition  to  advance,  either  during  the 
engagement  or  afterwards.  We  expended  28  shells  and  13  solid  shot, 
some  of  which  must  have  struck,  but  with  what  injury  to  the  enemy 
we  are  unable  to  say. 


**####* 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient. servant, 

John  R.  Tucker, 

Commander.  C.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  Navy,  Richmond. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Browne,  XI.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 
U.  S.  bark  Fernandina,  of  arrival  hi  Hampton  Roads. 

U.  S.  Bark  Fernandina, 
Hampton  Roads,  December  2,  1861. 

Sir:  Herewith  I  beg  to  report  for  duty  the  U.  S.  bark  Fernandina , 
from  New  York,  November  28,  since  which  time  have  experienced 
a  succession  of  strong  gales  from  the  south  to  southwest,  with  thick 
weather  and  frequent  squalls  of  rain,  accompanied  by  high  seas,  caus¬ 
ing  the  vessel  to  labor  and  ship  considerable  water,  large  quanti¬ 
ties  coming  in  through  the  side  or  deadlights,  they  being  imperfect  and 
altogether  unsafe  in  their  present  state. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  W.  Browne, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  in  Command. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough. 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


From  the  Richmond  Dispatch,  December  6,  1861. 
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Order  of  Flag- Officer  Goldsborough,  U .  S.  Navy,  commanding  J\ort 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  Commander  Lockwood  U  S  Aavy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Daylight,  to  proceed  with  that  vessel  to  Baltimore 

f<n  lepairs.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  December  2,  1861. 

Sir:  Proceed  to  Baltimore  with  the  Daylight  under  your  command, 
and,  on  your  arrival  there,  immediately  communicate  with  ^rpenter 
James  McDonnell,  U.  S.  Navy,  No.  68  Broadway,  corner  of  Mulliki 
street,  and  inform  him  that  I  wish  the  Daylight  repaired  forthwith,  and 
without  waiting  orders  from  any  other  quarter,  for  efficient  service. 
Consult  sound  economy  and  dispatch  in  all  your  demands,  aud  return 

to  this  place  as  early  as  practicable. 

On  your  way  to  Baltimore,  stop  off  Cherrystone  Inlet  and  inform 
Commander  Prentiss  that  I  wish  him  to  return  to  this  place  with  the 

A  Ibatross  forth  with. 

Respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  S.  Lockwood, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Daylight. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  flag-officers  commanding 

blockading  squadrons,  transmitting  information  regarding  the  move¬ 
ment  of  vessels  from  London  carrying  stores  and  munitions  of  war. 

Navy  Department,  December  3,  1861. 

Sir:  I  enclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  dispatch,  No.  5a,  * 
from  the  consul  at  London,  dated  15tli  ultimo,  relating  to  the  steamer 
Gladiator,  to  the  schooner  Stephen  Hart,  to  the  steamer  Sidney  Hall, 
and  to  the  steamer  Labuan,  all  of  which  had  either  sailed  or  were  pre¬ 
paring  to  sail  with  munitions  of  war  for  the  Southern  States.  Also  a 
copy  of  a  dispatch  from  the  same  consul  dated  the  16th  instant,  referring 
to  the  sailing  of  the  Sidney  Hall,  and  giving  a  description  of  her  cargo. 

And  an  extract  from  a  dispatch  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Liverpool, 
dated  November  15,  relating  to  the  ship  Consul,  which  was  to  clear 
for  Halifax,  but  has  on  board  munitions  of  war  destined  for  the  South. 
These  several  dispatches  were  addressed  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
State. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosures.] 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

London ,  November  16,  1861. 

Sir:  I  sent  a  dispatch  per  bag  yesterday  notifying  you  that  the  iron 
screw  .steamer  Sidney  Hall  was  below,  loading  with  material  of  war  for 


’“Not  found. 
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the  rebel  States.  My  informant  was  mistaken  in  the  time  of  sailing. 
She  left,  the  mouth  of  the  Thames  on  Tuesday  last  and  passed  Deal  on 
Y\  ednesday.  She  was  hurried  off  with  great  dispatch  and  took  the  bal¬ 
ance  of  the  cargo  left  by  the  Gladiator ,  which  was  to  have  gone  by  a 
sailing  vessel.  She  has  a  large  quantity  of  blankets,  army  cloths,  salt¬ 
peter,  etc.  She  has  one  complete  set  of  nautical  instruments,  with 
charts,  for  some  vessel  fitting  out  probably.  This  steamer,  with  the 
Gladiator ,  will  have  to  be  looked  after  by  vessels  on  the  coast  and  Gulf. 
The  James  Adger  will  not  be  likely  to  trouble  them. 

I  send  a  description  of  topsail  schooner,  Stephen  Hart ,  also  loading- 
in  the  Thames  for  some  Southern  port. 

Very  sincerely,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  F.  H.  Morse. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 


[Subenclosure.] 

Description  of  schooner  Stephen  Hart,  of - . 

London,  November  15 ,  1861. 

It  is  a  fore-and-aft  schooner,  with  a  square  fore-topsail.  She  is  [has  a] 
full  poop,  which  runs  forward  nearly  to  the  foremast,  and  on  the  rail 
are  stanchions  and  rail,  but  no  bulwarks  on  the  poop.  She  has  much 
shear,  and  the  masts  rake  considerably.  I  should  judge  her  Baltimore 
build. 


1.  A  forward  house  for  men.  2.  Along  billet-head,  gilt.  3.  A  rail 
along  the  poop.  4.  A  boom  on  the  foot  of  fore- staysail.  5.  Are  three 
iron  bands  around  the  mast,  which  look  as  if  it  had  been  fished.  6.  The 
foresail  hauls  out  and  in  on  the  yard,  and  fails  from  deck  up  and  does 
not  furl  on  the  yard.  7.  Is  maintop-staysail.  8.  A  square  stern.  9. 
Brass  balls  on  the  mastheads.  10.  Forestay  sets  up  at  the  knight- 
heads.  11.  Main  gaff-topsail. 


Edwin  G.  Eastman. 
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[Telegram.] 

London,  November  16, 1861, 

Via  Queenstown  16tli,  via  Halifax  [Nova  Scotia],  27th. 

(Received  November  27.) 

The  iron  screw  steamer  Sidney  Hall,  with  munitions  of  war,  left  Lon¬ 
don  the  12th  instant  for  the  Confederate  States. 

F.  H.  Morse, 

Consul. 

W.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Extracts.] 

U.  S.  Consulate, 
Liverpool,  November  15,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  ship  Consul,  mentioned  in  a  for¬ 
mer  dispatch,  has  nearly  completed  her  lading  of  salt  and  blankets 
and  will  sail  in  a  few  days.  She  will  clear  for  Halifax,  but  is  certainly 
going  south.  She  is  a  ship,  1,030  tons,  and  has  a  black  hull. 

I  understand  that  two  steamers  have  left  London  within  the  last 
fortnight  with  arms  and  munitions  of  war  for  the  South,  and  that 
another  has  been  bought,  the  Antelope ,  now  in  London. 

I  understand  also  that  Mr.  Sobel  is  in  London  trying  to  sell,  it  he 
has  not  already  sold,  the  Malacca  and  Rangoon  to  the  Southern  com¬ 
missioners.  Some  time  since  Mr.  S.  told  me  these  steameis  weie  on 
their  way  to  Liverpool,  but  must  have  been  deceiving  me,  as  I  iind 
they  arrived  at  London  soon  after. 

#  #  *  *  *  *  * 

Great  anxiety  is  felt  here  for  the  results  of  the  naval  expedition,  of 
the  sailing  of  which  we  were  advised  by  last  steamer. 

*  #  #  *  *  *  * 

With  high  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Wilding. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Golds- 
borough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squad¬ 
ron,  regarding  light-draft  steamers. 

Unofficial.]  Navy  Department,  December  3,  1861. 

My  Dear  Sir:  The  long  propeller  I  spoke  to  you  about  is  being 
used  and  can  not  be  obtained.  1  have  written  to  New  York  to  see  if 
there  is  anything  with  6 -feet  draft  not  already  purchased.  The  arrival 
of  the  Nashville  at  Southampton  has  set  everybody  upon  us  again  to 
know  who  blockaded  Charleston  on  the  12th  of  October.  W e  are  going 
to  send  the  Vermont  to  Port  Royal  as  receiving  ship.  I  am  very  much 
obliged  to  Case  for  late  Southern  papers. 

We  can  get  plenty  of  light  draft  steamers,  such  as  run  from  Balti¬ 
more  to  eastern  shore.  Will  they  be  of  any  use?  I  trust  very  soon  to 
hear  that  you  have  dealt  a  blow  second  to  none  yet  delivered. 

Yours,  truly,  etc., 


Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough. 


G.  Y.  Fox. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  FraiJey ,  TJ.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  U.  8.  S.  Quaker  City ,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Navy  Department,  December  4 , 1861. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City ,  under  your  command,  is 
ready  for  sea,  proceed  with  her  to  Hampton  Roads  and  report  to  Flag- 
Officer  Goldsborough  for  duty  as  a  part  of  the  North  Atlantic  Block¬ 
ading  Squadron. 

Transmit  to  the  Department  before  sailing  from  New  York  a  muster 
roll  of  the  crew  of  the  Quaker  City  and  a  separate  list  of  her  officers. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 


Gideon  Welles. 


Commander  J.  M.  Frailey, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City,  New  York. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Browne, 
U .  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  bark  Fernandina ,  to  proceed  to  duty  off 
Wilmington ,  N.  C. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  December  4,  1861. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  oil  Wilmington  with  the  Fernandina,  and  on 
your  arrival  there  report  to  Commander  Charles  Green  for  duty  in  the 
blockade  of  that  place. 

A  memorandum  of  vessels  which  have  sailed,  or  are  about  sailing, 
from  England  and  the  English  colonies  to  violate  the  blockade  is  here¬ 
with  furnished  you. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Acting  [Volunteer]  Lieutenant  Geo.  W.  Browne, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Bark  Fernandina,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  the  U.  S.  bark  Fernandina. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  December  5,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  U.  S.  S.  [bark]  Fernandina, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  George  W.  Browne  commanding,  arrived 
at  Hampton  Roads  on  the  3d  instant  and  left  this  morning  to  take  her 
position  in  the  blockade  off  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


464  NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

Report  of  Lieutenant  Werden,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Stars  and 
Stripes ,  of  the  exchange  of  shots  by  that  vessel  with  two  Confederate 
steamers. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes, 

Hatteras  Inlet ,  December  5,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  at  daylight  this  morning 
two  rebel  steamers  were  discovered  in  the  sound  to  the  westward, 
about  5  miles  distant,  and  when  within  3|  miles  of  our  anchorage  we 
exchanged  several  shots  with  them,  but  without  effect.  One  of  their 
shells  exploded  near  the  shipping  in  the  inlet. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

7  R.  Werden, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag  Officer  L.  M.  Golds uorough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  to  Acting  Master  Baulsir,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Whitehall,  regarding  transportation  of  stores. 

Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  December  6,  1861. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Annapolis  with  the  Whitehall,  and  on  your 
arrival  there  inform  Mr.  Leslie,  carpenter,  U.  S.  Navy,  in  charge  of 
stores,  etc.,  at  the  Naval  Academy,  that  you  have  come  for  the  arms, 
stores,  etc.,  for  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.  Take  the 
stores  on  board  and  return  here  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Acting  Master  W.  J.  Baulsir, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Whitehall. 


Report  of  Commander  Glisson,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TT.  S.  S.  Mount 
Vernon,  of  assistance  rendered  to  the  American  schooner  Allen  Mid 
dleton. 

U.  S.  S.  Mount  Yernon, 

Off  Cape  Lookout,  North  Carolina,  December  7,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  this  morning  at  10  o’clock  I  discov¬ 
ered  a  schooner  close  in  to  the  shore  to  the  northward  of  Cape  Lookout. 
I  immediately  weighed  and  proceeded  in  chase  of  her,  and,  on  over¬ 
hauling  her,  discovered  her  to  be  the  American  schooner  Allen 
Middleton,  of  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  from  Providence,  R.  I.,  for  Matan- 
zas,  Cuba,  with  a  cargo  of  hoops. 

The  schooner  was  leaking  badly,  she  having  sprung  a  leak  in  the 
N.  E.  gale  of  the  2d  instant.  Her  crew  was  completely  exhausted  and 
the  captain  applied  to  me  for  assistance  to  take  his  vessel  to  Hampton 
Roads,  Virginia.  This  request  I  considered  it  to  be  my  duty  to  accede 
to.  1  therefore  ordered  James  Daley,  ordinary  seaman,  and  Charles 
Johnson,  ordinary  seaman,  of  this  vessel,  to  proceed  in  her  to  that  port 
and  to  render  such  assistance  as  might  be  required.  On  the  arrival  of 
the  schooner  at  Hampton  Roads  1  have  instructed  the  captain  to  take 
the  two  men  on  board  of  your  vessel. 
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The  vessels  at  this  point  are  all  well,  and  we  are  maintaining  a  rigid 
blockade  of  this  port. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  S.  Glisson, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  the  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  etc. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  to  Commander  Glisson ,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Mount  Vernon,  to  proceed  to  duty  off  Wilmina- 
ton ,  N.  C. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads ,  December  7,  1861. 

Sir:  When  relieved  by  Commander  Prentiss  in  the  blockade  of 
Beaufort,  you  will  proceed  off  Wilmington,  1ST.  C.,  with  the  Mount  Ver¬ 
non  and  closely  blockade  that  place  until  further  orders,  or  until  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  for  you  to  return  to  this  place  for  fuel  and 
supplies. 

A  memorandum  of  vessels  expected  on  the  coast  to  violate  the  block¬ 
ade  is  herewith  enclosed. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  O.  S.  Glisson, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Mount  Vernon ,  off  Beaufort,  N.  C. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  Commander  Prentiss,  TJ.  8.  Navy, 
commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Albatross ,  to  proceed  to  duty  off  Beaufort,  N.  C. 

IT.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  December  7,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  off  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  with  the  Albatross  and 
relieve  Commander  O.  S.  Glisson  in  the  blockade  of  that  port. 

Herewith  enclosed  are  Commander  Glisson’s  orders  to  proceed  off 
Wilmington,  N.  C.,  which  you  will  please  have  delivered  to  him. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  G.  A.  Prentiss, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Albatross. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  the  movements  of  vessels. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  December  8,  1861. 
Sir  :  The  Rhode  Island  left  here  yesterday  for  the  south. 

The  Albatross  also  left  here  last  night  to  go  off  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  carry¬ 
ing  orders  with  her  for  the  Mount  Vernon,  now  off  that  port,  to  go  off 
Wilmington,  H.  C. 
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The  Monticello  came  in  here  yesterday  from  off'  Wilmington  for  fuel, 
etc.  My  intention  is  to  send  her  back  on  blockading  service  the 

moment  she  replenishes  her  supplies. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  J  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer,  etc. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  North 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  Lieutenant  Murray,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding  U.  S.  S.  Louisiana ,  regarding  the  distribution  of  permits. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads ,  December  8,  1861. 

Sir:  I  send  you  herewith,  by  the  sloop  Granite ,  twenty-foui  of  the 
printed  permits,  about  which  I  wrote  to  you  recently,  signed  by  me  and 
dated  to-day.  Each  one  is  to  be  filled  up  by  you  and  countersigned  when 
delivered,  and  immediately  under  your  name  I  wish  you  to  place  the 
date  of  delivery. 

You  will  use  these  permits  at  your  own  sound  discretion,  being  care¬ 
ful  in  their  distribution  not  to  give  them  to  any  persons  ot  doubtful 
loyalty  or  character. 

If,  in  your  judgment,  the  state  of  things  at  Chincoteague,  and  m 
Northampton  and  Accomac  counties,  is  such  that  you  can  leave  your 
present  station  with  propriety  and  return  to  this  place,  I  wish  you  to 
do  so  immediately  after  you  have  distributed  as  many  of  the  above  per¬ 
mits  as  you  may  deem  expedient.  Indeed,  if  consistent  with  the  exist¬ 
ing  state  of  things  thereabouts,  I  desire  that  you  will  distribute  .the 
permits  at  once  and  then  return  here  with  the  Louisiana  as  early  as 
possible. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Alex.  Murray, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Louisiana. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Trenchard,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Rhode 
Island,  regarding  the  detention  of  the  British  schooner  Phantom. 

G.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island, 

Off  Cape  Fear,  December  9, 1861 ■ 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  last  night,  when  15  miles  southeast  of 
Cape  Lookout,  falling  in  with  the  British  schooner  Phantom,  thirteen 
days  from  St.  John’s,  island  of  Antigua,  West  Indies,  upon  the  exami¬ 
nation  of  her  papers  found  that  she  had  been  boarded  the  day  before 
by  the  U.  S.  S.  Mount  Vernon,  informed  of  the  blockade,  and  warned 
off,  the  vessel’s  cargo  consisting  of  sugar  and  molasses,  and  she  had 
cleared  for  New  York.  As  the  schooner  was  some  3  miles  nearer  shore 
than  when  boarded  the  day  before  by  the  Mount  Vernon,  is  clipper  built, 
Bnd  is  evidently  a  fast  sailing  vessel,  I  deemed  it  to  be  my  duty  to  take 
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her  in  tow,  proceed  with  her  off  Beaufort  (which  was  near  by)  and  con¬ 
fer  with  Captain  Glisson,  the  senior  blockading  officer  there,  as  to  her 
disposition.  After  our  arrival  at  Beaufort  this  morning,  Captain  Glis¬ 
son  and  myself  proceeded  on  board  the  Phantom ,  and  upon  arriving 
there  were  met  by  her  captain,  who  protested  against  the  seizure  of  the 
vessel  upon  the  ground  of  its  having  been  calm  from  the  time  he  had 
been  warned  off  by  the  Mount  Vernon  up  to  the  moment  that  the  schooner 
had  been  boarded  by  the  Rhode  Island,  and  upon  a  critical  examination 
of  her  log  book  it  confirmed  the  captain’s  statement.  Commander 
Glisson  then  decided  in  consequence  of  its  being  calm,  the  vessel  had 
only  changed  her  position  by  drifting  during  the  interval  that  she  had 
been  boarded  by  the  two  vessels.  He  directed  me  then  to  permit  her 
to  continue  her  voyage  to  New  York.  After  supplying  the  vessels  off 
Beaufort,  the  Rhode  Island  towed  the  Phantom  out  to  nearly  the  posi¬ 
tion  where  boarded  and  permitted  her  to  continue  her  voyage,  the 
steamer  proceeding  on  her  course  southward. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Stephen  D.  Trenchard, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  transmit¬ 
ting  enclosures  regarding  the  ineffectual  blockade  of  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  9,  1861. 

Sir:  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  me  of  the  7th  from  General  Dix, 
and  the  communication  to  which  it  refers,  relative  to  the  blockade  of 
Wilmington,  N.  C. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  H.  Seward. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

Headquarters, 
Baltimore,  December  7, 1861.  I 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  letter  and  a  draft  taken  from  a 
female  passenger  in  the  steamer  from  Fort  Monroe.  They  were  quilted 
in  her  petticoat,  but  she  protested  that  she  knew  nothing  about  the 
matter.  The  draft  is  for  $564.41,  drawn  by  Joseph  Creighton  on  Messrs. 
Maclean,  Maris  &  Co.,  in  favor  of  Messrs.  J.  and  D.MacKae  &  Co.,  and 
sent  by  the  latter  for  collection. 

The  letter  discloses  some  important  facts  in  regard  to  the  blockade 
at  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  where  the  draft  was  drawn. 

I  also  enclose  a  newspaper  (the  Richmond  [sic]  of  November  29),  con¬ 
taining  a  list  of  armed  vessels  in  the  service  of  the  insurgents,  with  the 
names  of  the  officers  and  a  list  of  the  house  of  delegates  of  Virginia. 

An  intercepted  letter  of  the  11th  November  shows  that  a  mail  com¬ 
munication  has  been  established  from  Tampico  to  Matamoras,  thence 
to  Cuba  and  to  the  United  States.  This  letter  was  sent  from  Virginia 
by  that  route. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  Dix, 
Major-General, 
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[Subenclosure.] 

Wilmington,  N.  0.,  November  21,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  The  Bruce  arrived  September  21,  and,  after  much  oppo¬ 
sition  and  delay,  as  detailed  in  our  letters,  by  the  vessel  and  via  Tampico, 
we  have  at  last  got  her  loaded,  as  per  bill  of  lading  and  invoice  enclosed. 
The  manufacturing  and  making  of  naval  stores  having  been  entire  } 
stopped  by  the  war,  we  were  obliged,  being  unable  to  get  anything  but 
comfmerciall  rosin  at  any  reasonable  rates,  to  put  on  board  a  cargo  of  our 
own,  bought  for  a  vessel  to  arrive,  which  we  place  at  cost  to  us  and  pro¬ 
pose  to  have  you  sell  for  our  joint  account  and  risk,  placing  tliefi  eight  at 
$4,000  for  the  voyage,  which  is  [the]  rate  at  which  we  were  oneied,  and 
others  chartered  a  vessel  of  same  capacity  at  the  same  time.  The  cargo 
was  all  repacked  and  delivered  in  first-rate  order.  The  pale  rosin  was 
the  only  lot  here  and  is  equal  to  any  ever  shipped  hence.  We  regard 
this  as  better  than  taking  a  freight,  and  the  best  arrangement  possible 
under  the  circumstances,  and  trust,  as  we  doubt  not,  you  will  also  view 
it.  We  leave  you  to  effect  insurance,  and  have  filled  up  our  invoice  and 
bill  of  lading  as  your  property,  so  that  in  case  of  capture  you  can  treat 
it  as  such.  We  have  drawn  against  this  on  you  at  three  days,  favor  of 
Alex.  McRae,  payable  in  London,  for  £1,250  sterling,  being  about  one- 
half  the  cost,  and  bill  disbursements,  which  latter  goes  by  vessel,  with 
samples  rosin,  etc.  Captain  Muir  thinks  he  will  have  a  chance  to  get 
safely  to  sea  in  a  few  days,  as  the  blockade  is  very  irregular  and  inef¬ 
fectual.  A  vessel  came  in  safely  this  week.  Captain  M.has  protested, 
and  we  think  can  recover  damages  for  detention.  W e  are  so  advised  by 
the  British  consul. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

’  J.  AND  D.  MAORAE  &  Co. 

I  Mr.  William  Gough, 

Bristol ,  England. 

Salt,  $5  per  bushel,  $15  per  sack;  blankets,  shoes,  gray  cloths  and 
cassimeres,  pig  and  hoop  iron,  kerseys  and  military  stores,  block  tin, 
etc.,  all  very  scarce  and  command  extreme  prices.  We  would  like  a 
joint  interest  in  a  shipment  including  any  of  the  above  articles. 

Please  forward  enclosed  letter.  If  you  should  not  hear  from  us  mean¬ 
time,  when  sales  are  closed,  please  place  any  balance  to  our  credit  with 
Baring  Bros.  &  Co.,  London. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Burnside ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Flag-Officer 
Goldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadron ,  regarding  preparations  for  the  expedition  to  Roanoke  Island, 
North  Carolina. 

Yew  York,  December  9,  1861. 

Commodore  :  By  the  direction  of  General  Burnside  I  have  the  honor 
to  say  that  since  his  letter  to  you  was  given  to  Captain  D’Wolf,  that  while 
he  leaves  the  direction  of  the  Peabody  entirely  to  you,  he  has  become 
more  of  the  opinion  that  the  secrecy  of  the  expedition  will  be  better 
preserved  by  landing  her  stores  at  Old  Point,  instead  of  Hatteras  Inlet. 
You  will  remember  that  it  was  the  original  plan  of  General  McClellan 
to  have  the  depot  at  Old  Point.  Should  it  seem  to  you  also  to  be 
advisable,  and  you  do  not  want  the  ship  at  present,  she  can  return  here 
at  once  for  another  load. 
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There  are  supplies  at  Annapolis,  and  the  general  will  send  down 
immediately  to  Hatteras  Inlet  several  transports  with  stores,  and  of 
light  draft,  which  will  anchor  inside  of  the  inlet  without  its  being  known 
that  they  are  attached  to  this  expedition. 

There  are  now  ten  regiments  at  Annapolis.  The  other  five  can  be 
concentrated  there  without  delay,  and  the  transports  are  all  expected 
to  leave  here  for  Annapolis  this  week,  so  that,  in  all  probability,  by  the 
middle  of  the  next  the  force  can  be  embarked. 

This  note  will  be  handed  you  by  Lieutenant  Fearing,  aid  to  the 
general.  He  will  communicate  with  you  and  you  may  place  in  him  the 
most  implicit  confidence.  Should  there  be  any  instructions  which  you 
would  prefer  to  give  him  verbally,  have  no  hesitation  in  trusting  iiim 
fully.  As  soon  as  convenient  he  will  return  to  New  York. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Lewis  Bichmond, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Commodore  Goldsborough, 

Old  Point  Comfort .] 


Dear  Commodore  :  Since  writing  the  above  I  have  received  your 
note.  We  have  ten  propellers  of  light  draft,  each  carrying  one  30- 
pounder  Parrott  gun  and  two  12-pounder  Wiard  rifled  guns ;  also  there 
are  five  floating  batteries,  with  from  two  to  three  12-pounder  rifled  guns 
each,  and  two  small  howitzers  each  for  shells.  The  names  I  will  send  by 
mail  to-day.  I  will  make  arrangements  for  gunners  to  take  the  places 
of  those  I  expected  from  you. 

As  to  transports,  the  Peabody ,  of  course,  is  at  your  service,  and,  if 
you  will  send  word  by  my  aid  what  additional  means  you  will  want, 
I  will  furnish  it  at  once.  Your  message  about  signals  I  will  give  to 
Hazard. 

The  Department  has  made  the  arrangements  for  coal.  We  shall  find 
it  at  the  inlet. 

The  work  here  is  going  on  with  all  possible  dispatch,  but  should  you 
think  it  better  to  start  at  once  with,  say,  5,000  or  6,000  men  and  let  the 
others  follow  soon  after,  send  word  by  my  aid  and  we  can  go  this  week. 

I  omitted  to  say  that  I  have  seven  sailing  vessels  with  one  rifled  gun 
each,  but  I  should  hardly  be  able  to  use  them  in  action. 

The  propellers  will  draw  from  6  to  8  feet  each;  the  sailing  vessels,  7 
to  9;  the  floating  batteries,  2  feet. 

Yours,  truly, 


A.  E.  Burnside. 


Commodore  Goldsborough, 

Old  Point  Comfort. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Studley,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Young 
Rover ,  regarding  affairs  in  York  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Young  Bover, 

York  River ,  December  10,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  let  go  my  anchor  on  the  even¬ 
ing  of  November  7,  Too’s  Point  bearing  S.  S.  E.,  distant  1  mile. 

Friday  morning  saw  eight  schooners  just  inside  of  us,  distant  about 
3  miles,  under  the  protection  of  the  guns  on  Gloucester  Point. 
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Troops  are  constantly  seen  moving  about  on  shore,  and  the  noise  ot 
drums  and  the  firing  of  cannon  is  distinctly  heard  at  all  hours  ot  the 
day  and  occasionally  during  the  night.  The  shot  from  the  guns  at 
Yorktown  and  Gloucester  Point  strike  about  2  miles  from  us. 

We  have  as  yet  seen  no  indications  of  the  building  of  batteries  on 

shore  on  either  side  of  us.  ...  . 

Judging  by  the  collection  of  small  vessels  at  Yorktown,  it  is  not 
improbable  that  an  attack  upon  us  may  be  in  preparation  by  the 

61  Mr?  Bunker,  commanding  the  supply  boat  General  J.  E.  Wool,  is 
here  destitute  of  a  compass,  his  own  having  been  broken  since  he  Left 
Hampton  Roads.  I  have  supplied  him  with  one,  to  be  returned  to  you 

upon  his  arrival  at  Hampton  Roads.  ,  .  . 

The  engineer  reports  a  leakage  in  the  boiler,  which  he  doubts  ms 
ability  to  stop  for  want  of  the  proper  tools  and  materials;  otherwise 
the  ship  is  in  good  working  order. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  I.  B.  Studley, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

[Commodore  Goldsborough, 

Hampton  Roads.] 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Forth 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  Lieutenant  Murray,  lr.  S.  Favy,  com¬ 
manding  U.  S.  S.  Louisiana,  to  proceed  with  that  vessel  to  Baltimore 
for  repairs. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  December  10,  1861. 

Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  Louisiana,  under  your  command,  to  Balti¬ 
more,  and  on  your  arrival  there  put  yourself  in  communication  with 
Carpenter  James  McDonnell,  U.  S.  Navy,  and  say  to  him  that  I  wish 
your  vessel  repaired  and  made  ready  for  service  without  delay.  Con¬ 
sult  economy  and  expedition  in  all  your  requisitions  and  have  nothing 
done  that  can  be  safely  delayed  for  a  while. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  Murray, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Louisiana. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Arnold,  U.  S.  Favy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mystic ,  of 
preparations  for  departure  to  Hampton  Roads. 

IJ.  S.  S.  Mystic, 

Off  Faval  Magazine,  Hog  Island,  Pa.,  December  11,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Navy  Department  that  I  left  the 
navy  yard,  Philadelphia,  this  morning  and  that  I  am  now  taking  in 
powder  and  shell.  When  I  have  received  the  same  on  board  I  shall,  in 
obedience  to  the  order  of  the  Navy  Department  of  November  29,  pro¬ 
ceed  without  delay  to  Hampton  Roads. 
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I  transmit  a  complete  muster  roll  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this 
vessel. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  N.  T.  Arnold, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mystic. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Wavy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Murray ,  U.  S.  Wavy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Louisiana, 
of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  in  Hampton  Roads. 

U.  S.  S.  Louisiana, 
Baltimore ,  Md.,  December  12,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  from  Hampton  Roads  of 
this  vessel.  She  is  here  by  order  of  Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough 
for  repairs. 

She  will  be  ready  for  service  by  Thursday  next 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Murray, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Wavy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Murray,  U.S.Wavy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Louisiana, 
of  the  reestablishment  of  the  Cape  Charles  light  house. 

U.  S.  S.  Louisiana, 
Baltimore ,  Md.,  December  12,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  9th  instant,  with  the  aid 
of  this  vessel  and  under  my  orders,  the  light  house  at  Cape  Charles 
(Smith’s  Island),  was  put  in  full  operation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Murray, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Wavy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Wavy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S.Wavy, 
commanding  Worth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  vessels. 

Navy  Department,  December  12, 1861. 
Sir:  You  will  please  send  the  Commodore  Perry  and  Commodore 
Barney  to  Port  Royal  without  their  armament. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  Worth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 
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Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Burnside ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Flag-Officer 
Goldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadron,  transmitting  a  list  of  the  vessels  of  his  fleet. 


New  York.  December  12,  1861. 

My  Dear  Commodore:  Enclosed  I  hand  you  list  of  my  armed  ves¬ 
sels,  with  a  statement  of  their  tonnage  and  armament.  Everything 
connected  [with]  the  expedition  here  is  moving  on  rapidly,  and  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  vessels  will  all  be  off  by  the  last  of  the  week,  so  that 
by  the  first  of  the  next  I  shall  have  transportation  at  Annapolis  suffi¬ 
cient  for  my  whole  command,  from  12,000  to  15,000  men.  You  can  judge 
better  than  myself  as  to  the  time  it  will  require  to  embark  them. 

The  information  you  ask  in  reference  to  signals,  etc.,  I  give  in  Cap¬ 


tain  Hazard’s  own  words. 

In  addition  to  Blunt’s  Maritime  Signals,  which  all  of  my  vessels 
have,  each  armed  vessel  of  my  expedition  (fourteen  in  number)  will  be 
furnished  here  by  Blunt  with  a  set  of  naval  signals  as  you  wished. 
Therefore,  will  you  have  the  kindness  to  arrange  signals  for  them  in  a 
little  book  as  you  proposed? 

I  shall  leave  here  on  Saturday  night  for  Washington  and  hope  to 
meet  you  soon  after. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

A.  E.  Burnside. 


Commodore  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 


[Enclosures.] 


Armament  and  tonnage  of  General  Burnside's  fleet. 


Steamers  (propellers). 


Ton¬ 

nage. 


Armament. 


Chasseur 
Zouave  .. 
Vidette . . 
Pioneer . . 
Sentinel  . 
Picket . . . 
Hanger  .. 
Lancer. . . 
Hussar  . . 


330 
200 
275 
338 
312 
a  200 
348 
400 
350 


2  12-pounder  rifled  guns. 

1  30-pounder  Parrott  gun ;  2  12-pounder  fieldpieces,  rifled. 

1  30-pounder  Parrott  gun ;  2  12-pounder  fieldpieces,  rifled. 

1  30-pounder  Parrott  gun ;  2  mountain  howitzers,  12-pounders. 
1  30-pounder  Parrott  gun,  2  fieldpieces,  rifled  12-pounders. 

1  30-pounder  Parrott  gun  and  2  other  light  guns. 

1  30-pounder  Parrott  gun;  2  fieldpieces,  rifled  6-pounders. 

1  30-pounder  Parrott  gun;  2  fieldpieces,  rifled  6-pounders. 

1  30-pounder  Parrott  gun;  2  fieldpieces,  rifled  6-pounders. 


a  About. 


Floating  bat¬ 
teries. 

Length. 

Armament. 

Bombshell . 

96  feet  long... 

2  Dahlgren  rifled  boat  guns,  12-pounders;  2  mountain  howitzers,  12- 
pounders. 

I)o 

Do. 

3  rifled  Dahlgren  boat  guns,  12-pounders;  1  fieldpiece,  rifled  6- 
pounder. 

Do. 

And  one  steamer  of  light  draft  of  water  to  transport  these  batteries. 
The  seven  sailing  vessels  marked  on  printed  list  with  a  cross  are 
armed,  but  the  guns  are  to  be  taken  from  them  in  case  of  an  antici¬ 
pated  action  and  put  on  the  floating  batteries,  thus  arming  the 
batteries  as  above. 
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Signal  letter 8  for  the  vessels  attached  to  General  Burnside's  fleet. 
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New  names. 

Old  names. 

None. 

Do. 

St.  Nicholas,  * 
Eastern  City. 
Remington. + 

None. 

Do. 

Mary  J.  Kimball.  + 
Admiral. 

Clairmont.  + 

Davis. 

Duchess. 

Philadelphia. 

Sherman. 

Holly. 

Stampede,  -f- 
None. 

Geo.  Davis.  + 

Mayo. 

None. 

Mary  C.  Hopkins.  + 
Reliance. 

Jacob  Merrill. -f 
Marshal  Ney. 

H.  S.K.R . 

H.S.K.P . 

H.S.K.  Q .  . 

Chasseur . 

J.  B.  K.  W . 

H.  L.  W.  V . 

J.S.  D.  B . 

J.  S.  C.W . 

K.B.Q.R... . 

K.B.  Q.P . 

K.  T.  Q.  W . 

Highlander . 

L.  S.  D.  Q . 

Pip.lrpf. 

L.S.D.P  . . 

M.  B.  T.  W . 

M.B.V.C.. . 

M.  B.V.D . 

Recruit . . 

M.J.  F.  K . 

M.  J.F.H . 

M.  ,T.  F.  N . 

M.  J.F.B . 

M.  T.  S.  G . 

M.  T.  S.  H . 

N.G.F.  W . 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Ooldsborough ,  TJ.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  giving  infor¬ 
mation  regarding  the  blockade  rtmner  Bruce. 

Navy  Department,  December  13, 1861. 
Sir  :  I  submit  for  your  information  the  following  extract  from  a  letter 
from  a  female  passenger  in  the  steamer  from  Fort  Monroe  to  Baltimore: 

The  Bruce  arrived  21st  September,  and  after  much  opposition  and  delay,  as  detailed 
in  our  letters,  by  the  vessel  and  via  Tampico,  we  have  at  last  got  her  loaded.  *  *  * 
Captain  Muir  thinks  he  will  have  a  chance  to  get  safely  to  sea  in  a  few  days, 
as  the  blockade  is  very  irregular  and  ineffectual.  A  vessel  came  in  safely  this 
week.  *  *  * 

The  letter  is  dated  at  Wilmington,  21st  November,  1861,  and  enclosed 
a  draft  for  parties  in  England. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc.,  Gideon  Welles. 

Flag  Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Browne,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 
U.  S.  bark  Fernandina,  transmitting  report  of  a  slight  affair  in  Little 
River  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  December  13,  1861. 

TJ.  S.  Bark  Fernandina, 

Off  Wilmington ,  December  14,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  a  succession  of  calms  since  leaving  Hamp¬ 
ton  Roads  protracted  my  passage  to  this  place.  On  the  11th  instant  I 
took  a  heavy  gale  from  FI.  FT  .E.,  which  lasted  thirty-six  hours.  The 
side  lights  leak  much  worse  than  before  they  were  fixed. 

Enclosed  please  find  a  tabular  statement  of  vessels  spoken  and 
boarded  as  per  your  instructions,  and  also  an  official  report  of  an  affair 
which  took  place  on  the  13th  instant  off  Little  River  Inlet. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  W.  Browne, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  in  Command. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota,  Hampton  Roads. 
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[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Bark  Fernandina, 

Off  Wilmington ,  December  14,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  evening  of  the  13th  instant,  off 
Little  River  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  I  observed  numerous  fires.  Some 
forty  were  counted  in  one  place,  and  several  others  in  scattered  posi¬ 
tions  of  from  1  to  2  miles  apart  along  the  coast. 

At  7  p.  m.  I  tacked  and  stood  in  to  reconnoiter.  On  nearing  the 
shore  I  observed  several  bodies  of  men,  which  caused  me  to  believe 
there  was  an  encampment  of  Confederate  troops  and  the  distant  fires 
were  their  picket  guard. 

After  having  burned  a  preparatory  signal  and  receiving  no  answer, 
I  opened  fire  with  my  starboard  battery  on  the  men  and  fired,  several 
of  the  shots  being  heard  to  strike  some  hard  substance  very  distinctly. 

At  this  time  the  vessel  was  within  700  yards  of  the  beach  in  4 
fathoms  of  water;  could  see  the  men  on  shore  running  plainly.  After 
firing  three  rounds  with  the  starboard  battery,  tacked  ship  and  fired 
one  round  of  shot  and  one  shell  from  port  battery.  By  this  time  the 
fires  were  mostly  extinguished.  Secured  the  batteries  and  proceeded 
on  our  course. 

From  the  aiipearance  of  things  I  am  now  led  to  believe  the  fires  were 
signals  for  some  vessel  endeavoring  to  run  a  cargo. 

Having  stood  close  in  during  the  morning,  and  seen  several  men  on 
the  beach,  they  perhaps  supposed  I  was  the  vessel  expected,  or  one 
wishing  to  run  the  blockade. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  W.  Browne, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  in  Command. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  If.  S.  steamers  Delaware  and 
Mystic. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia,  December  14,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  U.  S.  steamers  Delaware  and 
Mystic  both  arrived  here  yesterday.  The  latter  vessel  I  have  ordered  off 
the  Rappahannock  River  to  relieve  the  Valley  City ,  whose  services,  after 
preparing  her  properly,  I  shall  need  in  the  forthcoming  expedition. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Since  writing  the  above  the  propeller  Henry  Br inker  has  also  ai'rived 
here. 


Y ery  respectfully, 


L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 
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Report  of  Commander  Parker ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  S.  Cam¬ 
bridge,  of  relief  extended  to  the  American  ship  A.  M.  Lawrence. 

U.  S.  S.  Cambridge, 

Off  Cape  Henry ,  Virginia,  December  14,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of 
Thursday,  the  12th  instant,  the  American  ship  A.  M.  Lawrence,  from 
Amsterdam  to  Baltimore,  in  ballast,  was  discovered  in  close  proximity 
to  the  breakers  in  Lynn  Haven  Bay.  We  relieved  her  by  towing,  pro¬ 
cured  a  pilot  for  her,  and  she  left  for  her  destination. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  A.  Parker, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Smith,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Congress, 
regarding  a  request  for  cooperation  with  the  Army  against  an  antici¬ 
pated  attack  from  the  enemy. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Congress, 

Newport  News,  December  14,  1861. 

Sir:  General  Mansfield  paid  me  a  visit  to-day  and  informed  me 
that  he  anticipated  an  attack  on  his  camp  from  ten  or  more  thousand 
of  the  enemy.  His  plan  is  to  meet  them  at  the  outermost  picket  and  take 
with  him  from  the  camp  all  of  his  disposable  troops.  To  enable  him 
to  muster  as  large  a  force  as  possible,  he  wishes  assistance  from  the 
ships  of  sailors  to  man  seven  guns  on  the  upper  and  rear  sides  of  his 
barricades,  our  field  howitzers  to  operate  with  his  field  artillery,  and 
our  marines  as  regular  troops,  to  show  an  example  of  military  discipline 
to  the  militia  infantry. 

He  thinks  the  attack  will  be  made  on  the  camp  alone.  I  think  if  an 
attack  is  made  it  will  be  a  combined  one  of  the  enemy’s  steamers  and 
land  forces  on  our  shipping  and  camp.  I  told  the  general  so,  and  also 
that  in  such  case  we  should  have  to  take  care  of  ourselves  and  could 
render  him  no  assistance.  He  has  no  idea  of  when  the  attack,  if  any, 
will  be  made;  it  is  all  surmise  with  him. 

Very  respectlully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  Smith, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Frigate  Congress. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Goldsborough ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  to  Lieutenant  Arnold,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  com- 
mading  TJ.  S.  S.  Mystic,  to  proceed  to  duty  off  Rappahannock  River. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads ,  December  14,  1861. 
Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Mystic,  off  the  Rappahannock  River, 
and  report  yourself  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Albert  G.  Clary  for 
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blockading  service  tliereat.  You  are  to  remain  on  tliis  duty  until 
further  orders,  unless  it  should  become  absolutely  necessary  tor  you  to 

do  otherwise.  ,  .  , 

Herewith  you  will  receive  various  printed  papers,  embracing  general 
instructions,  to  be  strictly  observed  by  all  under  my  command ;  general 
directions  for  commanding  officers  on  blockading  service,  etc. 

On  reaching  the  Rappahannock,  I  wish  you  to  say  to  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Clary  that  I  want  him  to  send  the  Valley  City  to  this 
place  forthwith.  With  that  vessel  you  can  exchange  pilots. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flay- Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  H.  N.  T.  Arnold, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Mystic. 


Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsbor¬ 
ough,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
regarding  the  withdrawal  from  his  command  of  the  U.  S.  8.  Quakei  City 


Unofficial.!  Navy  Department,  December  14, 1861. 

My  Dear  Commodore  :  I  am  sorry  we  must  divert  the  Quaker  City 
from  you.  It  seems  Palmer  was  blockading  the  Sumter  at  Martinique 
and  she  gave  him  the  slip.  The  Secretary  feels  so  deeply  in  the  matter 
that  he  lias  directed  a  relief  to  be  sent  at  once,  and  Palmer  is  to  come 
out,  and  the  Quaker  City  and  Iroquois  must  keep  at  it.  If  you  wish  the 
Barney  and  th*e  Perry ,  keep  them  for  your  blow,  though  Du  Pont  will 
growl. 


Yours,  truly, 


G.  Y.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Commander  Green,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  James¬ 
town,  of  the  capture  by  that  vessel  of  the  sloop  Havelock. 

U.  S.  Sloop  of  War  Jamestown, 

Lat.  — ,  Long.  — ,  December  15,  1861. 

Sir:  On  the  12th  instant  Commander  Glisson,  in  the  Mount  Vernon, 
arrived  off  Cape  Fear,  and  communicated  with  me  and  at  the  same  time 
with  the  bark  Amanda. 

After  directing  the  Amanda  to  proceed  to  New  Inlet,  to  ascertain 
what  vessel  was  blockading  that  entrance,  he  ran  in  to  anchor  near  the 
bar  on  the  west  side  of  the  shoals. 

I  stood  out  with  this  ship  toward  the  end  of  the  shoal.  A  heavy 
gale  came  on,  compelling  me  to  heave  the  ship  to.  She  drifted  during 
the  gale,  which  lasted  two  days  and  a  half,  to  the  southward  and  west¬ 
ward  off  Cape  Romain.  This  morning,  while  standing  on  our  course 
toward  Cape  Fear,  overhauled  and  captured  the  sloop  Havelock,  with  a 
British  register.  The  vessel  was  formerly  the  Noank,  built  in  Connec¬ 
ticut.  She  shipped  her  crew  on  the  6th  of  October  in  Charleston,  S.  C., 
and  ran  the  blockade  without  any  clearance.  She  is  now  cleared  from 
Matanzas  for  Philadelphia.  The  master  remarked  that  he  was  starving, 
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and  had  to  do  something  for  a  living.  She  has  a  cargo  of  cigars  and 
coffee,  but  had  no  manifest  filled.  When  asked  for  it,  he  replied  that 
it  was  not  necessary  to  fill  it  until  within  3  leagues  of  the  land. 

The  Amanda  is  almost  out  ot  water  and  must  be  supplied  to  enable 
her  to  go  north.  This  ship’s  allowance  will  be  reduced  so  far  as  to  com¬ 
pel  me  to  start  on  my  return  to  Hampton  Roads  by  the  25th,  unless  the 
Mount  Vernon  can  give  the  supply,  in  which  case  I  can  remain  a  few 
days  longer. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Green, 

__  ^  Commander. 

h  lag-Omcer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  /Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 

A  clearance  was  afterwards  found  stowed  away,  signed  by  the  col¬ 
lector  and  naval  officer.  It  is  a  regular  Confederate  States  paper. 

C.  Green. 


Report  of  Commander  Glisson ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  8.  S.  Mount 
Vernon ,  regarding  the  blockade  of  Wilmington ,  N.  C. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Mount  Yernon, 

Off  Wilmington ,  N.  C.,  December  15,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  to  you  that  I  arrived  off’  this  port  on  the  11th 
instant  and  have  been  since  that  time  actively  engaged  in  blockading 
this  place. 

The  water  on  board  of  the  bark  Amanda  being  nearly  exhausted,  I  have 
ordered  her  to  proceed  to  Hampton  Roads  to  fill  up  with  everything 
that  she  may  require.  The  Jamestown  has  but  twenty-five  days’  water 
on  board,  and  the  coal  on  board  of  this  vessel  will  be  out  about  the  1st 
of  January,  1862. 

I  have  ordered  the  commander  of  the  Amanda  to  use  every  exertion 
to  return  as  soon  as  possible.  The  bark  Fernandina  arrived  here  yes¬ 
terday,  and  I  have  directed  her  to  cruise  off  New  Inlet,  to  the  north¬ 
ward  of  the  Frying  Pan  Shoals. 

There  are  two  armed  steamers  in  the  river,  viz,  the  North  Carolina 
and  the  Cncle  Ben.  They  show  themselves  near  the  fort  occasionally. 
I  shall  keep  a  good  lookout  for  them. 

We  are  all  well  on  board,  and  everything  is  quiet  off  Wilmington. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  S.  Glisson, 
Commander ,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Flag  Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  the  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Cavendy ,  U .  8.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8. 
bark  Gemsbok ,  of  the  cruise  of  that  vessel  from  Boston ,  and  the  capture 
of  the  schooner  Mary  F.  Pindar. 

U.  S.  Bark  Gemsbok, 

Off  Beaufort ,  N.  C.,  December  15,  1861. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  instructions,  I  herewith  send  you  at  the 
earliest  opportunity  a  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  vessel  from 
the  date  of  leaving  Boston,  the  time  of  her  going  in  commission,  August 
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30,  1861,  to  December  15, 1861,  inclusive.  Also  1  would  make  mention 
that  on  September  22  I  captured  the  schooner  Mary  F.  Pindar ,  of 
Edenton,  N.  C.,  and  placed  a  prize  master  (Burke)  and  crew  on  board 
of  her  and  dispatched  her  to  Hampton  ltoads,  where  I  learned,  on  my 
arrival  there,  through  the  pilot,  she  had  arrived.  Since  then  I  have 
heard  nothing  from  her. 

On  the  12th  November,  when  running  down  the  shore  toward  Bogue 
Inlet,  fell  in  with  the  wreck  of  the  steamer  Union ,  one  of  the  Port  Royal 
expedition.  A  great  number  of  people  were  collected  on  and  around 
her,  engaged  in  removing  what  remained  valuable  in  her.  I  opened  a 
brisk  fire  on  them,  which  effected  their  immediate  dispersal.  No  doubt 
several  of  them  were  killed,  as  the  shells  fell  amidst  them. 

On  the  18th  of  November  the  U.  S.  propeller  Mount  Vernon ,  Com¬ 
mander  Glisson,  arrived  here.  I  reported  to  him,  after  which  I  ran 
down  to  Bogue  Inlet,  where  I  saw  several  schooners,  large  and  small, 
inside  of  the  inlet,  which  I  communicated  to  the  commander,  who  directed 
me  to  proceed  there.  Being  8  feet  of  water  on  the  bar,  no  doubt  it  has 
been  heretofore  a  thoroughfare  for  vessels  transporting  their  cargoes 
through  Bogue  Sound  to  Beaufort. 

Two  large  ships  are  lying  in  Beaufort  harbor;  to  all  appearances 
from  this  vessel,  [they]  are  discharging  their  cargoes  and  fitting  them¬ 
selves  out  for  war  purposes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edw.  Cavendy, 

Acting  Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag -Officer,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Boads. 


[Telegram.] 

Washington,  December  16,  1861. 

Proceed  immediately  to  Washington  and  report  at  the  Department. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 

'  Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Boads. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  Lieutenant  Braine,  U.  S.  Na  vy,  com¬ 
manding  U.  S.  S.  Monticello ,  to  proceed  to  duty  off  Wilmington ,  N.  C. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Boads,  December  16,  1861. 
Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Monticello  under  your  command  off 
Wilmington,  N.  0.,  and  report  yourself  to  the  senior  U.  S.  naval  officer 
now  there  for  blockading  service. 

Herewith  you  will  receive  one  copy  of  Uptoffs  Maritime  Warfare  and 
Prize  for  the  Monticello’s  library,  another  copy  for  that  of  the  Mount 
Vernon,  and  a  third  for  that  of  the  Jamestown. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. ' 

Lieutenant  Commanding  D.  L.  Braine, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Monticello. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  flag-officers  commanding 

blockading  squadrons,  forwarding  information  regarding  the  British 

bark  Neptune. 

Navy  Department,  December  16, 1861. 

Sir:  The  following  information  has  been  communicated  to  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State  by  the  United  States  consul  at  Bermuda  under  date 
November  23, 1S61: 

The  brig  ,4.  B.  Cook  arrived  there  the  previous  day,  the  master  of 
which  vessel  says  he  fell  in,  on  the  19th  of  November,  with  the  British 
bark  Neptuu^^  of  Falmouth,  England,  in  latitude  30°  40;,  longitude 
73°  50'. 

The  master  of  the  Neptune  enquired  about  the  blockade,  stated  that 
he  had  a  cargo  of  300  tons  of  coal,  200  tons  of  hardware  in  case,  and 
40  rifled  cannon;  that  they  had  been  in  that  vicinity  about  a  week, 
and  were  expecting  a  vessel  from  Charleston  to  take  this  hardware 
and  cannon,  and  then  they  were  going  to  a  Northern  port  to  sell  their 
coal. 

The  master  of  the  A.  B.  Cook  was  disposed,  from  the  appearance  of 
things,  to  place  more  confidence  in  the  statement  of  the  seamen  than  in 
that  of  the  master  of  the  Neptune. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  flag-officers  commanding 
blockading  squadrons,  transmitting  information  regarding  the  arrival 
of  vessels  at  Nassau  carrying  produce  from  Southern  ports. 

Navy  Department,  December  16, 1861. 
Sir  :  I  submit  herewith  an  extract  from  a  dispatch  dated  21st  Novem¬ 
ber,  1861,  received  by  the  Secretary  of  State  from  the  consul-general 
at  Havana,  in  relation  to  the  arrival  of  vessels  at  Nassau  with  produce 
from  Southern  ports. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

Consulate-General  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Havana ,  November  21,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yflur  dispatches 
of  the  5th  and  6th  instant,  the  latter  to  Mr.  Savage,  who  begs  me  to 
express  his  gratification  at  your  kind  expression  of  approval  of  his 
services. 
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I  am  highly  pleased  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba Commamler 
Ridgely,  has  been  ordered  to  these  waters.  She  arrived  on  the  lot 
and  again  left  the  harbor  on  the  morning  of  the  19tli.  She  came  at  the 
right  time,  as  many  vessels  were  here  loading  for  Southern  ports,  a 
others  arriving  daily  for  the  same  purpose.  Commander  Lnlgely  wi 
therefore  have  opportunities  for  carrying  out  his  instructions. 

1  learned  vesterday  from  a  reliable  source  from  Key  YVest,  that 
fourteen  small  vessels  went  into  Nassau  last  week  with  produce  D  oiii 
Charleston,  Savannah,  etc.,  and  changed  their  Hags  to  Englis  . 
The  arrivals  of  such  vessels  to  take  cargoes  for  the  blockaded  ports 
have  been  so  numerous  of  late  that  it  is  becoming  difficult  to  keep  the 
run  of  them.  It  is  expected,  however,  that  the  presence  of  an  efficient 
armed  steamer  will  check  the  business  very  effectually. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

&  R.  W.  Shufeldt, 

Consul-  General. 

Hon.  F.  W.  Seward, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 


Report  of  Captain  Van  Brunt ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  flagship 
Minnesota ,  transmitting  documents  in  the  case  of  the  schooner  Charity. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia ,  December  18 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  for  your  information  copies 
of  a  report  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Werden  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Stars 
and  Stripes ,  with  accompanying  documents,  marked,  respectively,  A 
and  B,  concerning  the  seizing  of  the  schooner  Charity ,  of  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.  I.  4  Til  1  J* 

By  order  of  flag-officer  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading 

Squadron :  ^  T  TT 

Yery  respectfully,  G-.  J-  A  an  Brunt, 

Captain ,  Commanding  Flagship. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

IT.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes, 

Hatteras  Inlet,  December  17,  1861. 

Sir:  On  Sunday,  the  15tli  instant,  the  schooner  Charity ,  of  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.  I.,  Captain  A.  F.  White,  arrived  here  with  a  general  cargo  on 
board,  a  list  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed,  marked  A.  By  the  papers 
on  board  it  appears  that  she  cleared  from  Providence  on  November  13, 
for  Alexandria,  Ya.,  but  instead  of  proceeding  to  that  port  went  to 
Baltimore.  From  Baltimore  she  again  sailed  under  a  license  (a  copy 
of  which  is  enclosed  marked  B)  which  expressly  forbids  her  proceeding 
to  any  port  south  of  Maryland,  under  penalty  of  confiscation.  For 
these  reasons,  the  nature  of  the  cargo,  the  deliberate  violation  of  the 
license,  and  the  evident  intention  of  trading  with  the  enemy,  I  have 
seized  her  and  sent  her  to  New  York  in  charge  of  a  prize  crew  for 
adjudication. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Werden, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  h.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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A. 
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Manifest  of  the  whole  cargo  on  the  schooner  Charity,  Arthur  Fenner  White,  master;  har¬ 
den,  1273*  tons,  hound  from  the  port  of  Providence  for  Alexandria,  I  a. 

[Shipper,  James  F.  Simmons;  residence,  Johnson,  II.  I. ;  consignees,  To  order.] 


No.  of  entry. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
8. 


Packages  and  contents. 


1.000  bushels  salt. 

100  sacks  salt. 

5,000  bags  salt. 

21  cases  and  bales  of  merchandise. 
37  barrels  and  hogsheads  sugar. 

20  bags  coffee. 

171  coils  rope. 

100  kegs  nails. 


No.  of  entry. 


9. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 


Packages  and  contents. 


20  bales  gunny  cloth. 

■46  cases  boots  and  shoes. 
175  wool  sacks. 

60  pair  pants. 

8  barrels  cider. 

20  barrels  potatoes. 

1  barrel  apples. 


I?  A.  F.  White,  master  of  the  schooner  Charity ,  of  Providence,  do  sol¬ 
emnly  swear  to  the  truth  of  the  within  manifest,  and  that  to  my  best 
knowledge  and  belief  the  duties  on  such  articles  therein  as  by  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  are  subject  to  duty,  have  been  paid  or  legally 
secured,  so  help  me  God. 

Arthur  F.  White. 

District  and  Port  of  Providence,  November  13 , 1861. 

A.  F,  White,  master  of  the  schooner  Charity ,  of  Providence,  having 
sworn  as  the  law  directs  to  the  truth  of  the  within  manifest,  consist¬ 
ing  of  fifteen  articles  of  entry  and  delivered  a  duplicate  thereof,  per¬ 
mission  is  hereby  granted  to  the  said  schooner  to  proceed  to  the  port 
of  Alexandria,  in  the  State  of  Virginia. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  Providence  the  day  and  year  above  men¬ 
tioned. 

Alexander  Eddy, 

Deputy  Collector. 

J.  M.  Fisher, 

Naval  Officer. 


B. 

Custom-House,  Baltimore ,  December  7, 1861. 

The  schooner  Charity ,  whereof  A.  F.  White  is  master,  is  hereby  per¬ 
mitted  [to  proceed]  to  Alexandria,  Va.,  but  at  no  time  or  place,  under 
any  circumstances  whatever,  to  receive  on  board  any  goods  for  the 
States  in  rebellion,  or  allow  any  other  person  or  persous  to  use  said 
vessel  for  such  purpose;  nor  shall  said  vessel  be  allowed  to  touch  any 
coast  south  of  Maryland,  and  in  no  instance  to  board,  or  allow  anyone 
else  to  board,  any  foreign  vessel  for  any  purpose  whatever,  either  going 
or  returning,  nor  to  take  on  board  any  passenger,  baggage,  or  goods  of 
any  kind  from  said  vessel  without  a  special  permit  from  the  custom¬ 
house,  under  the  penalty  of  the  confiscation  of  said  vessel,  per  act  of 
Congress  approved  July  13,  1861. 

This  permit  to  be  good  until  the  31st  day  of  December. 

Wm.  Thomas  Valiant, 

Deputy  Collector. 
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Letter  from  the  assistant  V.  S.  attorney  of  Massachusetts 

taryof  the  Navy,  transmitting  information  regarding  the  Confederate 

schooner  Kate  Hale. 

Office  of  United  States  Attorney, 

District  of  Massachusetts ,  Boston ,  December  18,  It  01. 
ott}  .  t  hove  tlie  honor  to  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  which 
have  receded  to  day  from  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  from  a  correspond 

ent  whom  I  know  to  be  reliable. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Assistant  U.  8.  Attorney. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

St.  John  [New  Brunswick],  December  14,  1861. 
Dear  Sir  :  The  Confederate  schooner  Kate  Hale,  Captain  Benton, 
arrived  here  yesterday  with  a  full  cargo  of  naval  stores,  ten  days  tiom 

GeShfeh°aThauled  in  and  no  doubt  intends  to  discharge  here,  being 
consigned  to  W.  and  R.  Wright,  the  parties  who  assisted  the 
while  here.  It  would  be  well  to  have  a  cruiser  on  the  lookout  for  her 
when  she  leaves.  She  could  easily  be  discovered  before  getting  out  of 

^Description. — A  fore-and-aft  schooner  of  about  90  tons,  clean  built, 
with  gaff-topsails,  jib,  and  flying  jib;  white,  clean-looking  sails,  well 
stayed,  with  cloths  running  diagonally.  The  flying  Jib  has  a  small 
square  patch  in  the  center  of  it. 

Respectfully,  Andre  Cushing. 

T.  K.  Lothrop,  Esq., 

Boston. 


Letter  from  W.  H.  Lyons,  esq.,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  regarding  the 
preparations  of  the  Confederates  at  the  Norfolk  navy  yard  and  vicinity. 

Portsmouth,  Va.,  December  18,  1861. 

Dear  Sir  :  Permit  me  to  lay  before  you  a  few  facts  connected  with 
the  Gosport  [Norfolk]  navy  yard  and  the  neighboring  vicinity. 

First.  The  steamer  Merrimack  is  now  in  the  dry  dock.  She  has  been 
cut  down  2  feet  below  the  water  line  and  a  roof  or  covering  of  wood  28 
inches  thick  at  an  angle  of  30  degrees.  There  is  10  feet  of  the  top  flat, 
with  a  heavy  grating  of  wrought  iron,  and  the  balance  is  covered  with 
plates  of  iron  3  inches  thick.  The  bow  has  a  casting  made  in  the  shape 
of  wedge  and  weighing  2  tons  for  the  purpose  [of  |  sinking  ships.  She 
is  to  carry  eight  guns  of  large  caliber,  three  on  a  side  and  one  on  the 
bow  to  command  three  portholes.  The  one  on  the  stern  commands 
only  one.  These  guns  were  made  in  Richmond  and  rifled  in  this  yard, 
and  they  calculate  to  have  her  finished  by  the  1st  of  February. 

Second.  There  are  three  Englishmen  now  in  the  yard  who  have  been 
imported  to  manufacture  Armstrong  guns.  They  have  got  the  furnaces 
up  and  are  putting  up  a  heavy  trip  hammer  and  I  think  they  will  be 
ready  to  commence  work  by  the  1st  of  January. 
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Thiid.  They  ai'e  now  raising  the  two  old  74s  which  were  sunk  and 
are  going  to  sink  them  in  the  channel  at  Craney  Island,  where  they 
na\e  driven  spiles  and  fastened  anchor  chains  from  one  to  the  other 
to  keep  the  ships  from  coming  up.  They  are  very  badly  frightened 
since  the  taking  of  Port  Royal  and  threaten  to  burn  the  yard  and  the 
two  cities,  provided  the  Yankees  come  to  take  the  place,  but  it  is  all 
balderdash.  They  are  frightened  almost  to  death  and  will  make  a  good 

Fourth.  They  have  thrown  up  an  entrenchment  around  Portsmouth, 
commencing  a  little  below  the  naval  hospital  and  running  in  a  south¬ 
westerly  direction  and  terminating  about  1  mile  above  the  navy  yard, 
n  here  it  crosses  the  railroad  they  have  a  North  Carolina  regiment 
stationed  and  three  32-pound  guns  mounted  and  some  seven  or  eight 
others  at  different  points  along  the  line. 

Fifth.  The  whole  available  lorce  in  and  around  Portsmouth  and  Nor¬ 
folk  and  up  as  far  as  Suffolk  does  not  exceed  15,000  troops  and  there  is 
one-third  of  them  that  will  not  lire  a  gun  at  the  glorious  Star-Spangled 
Banner  and  there  is  over  one  half  of  the  citizens  of  Portsmouth  and 
Norfolk  that  are  waiting  patiently  for  the  time  to  come  when  the  stars 
and  stripes  will  wave  again  triumphantly  from  the  same  flagstaff  where 
it  floated  for  many  years. 

Sixth.  Although  I  do  not  wish  or  intend  to  dictate  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  I  think  that  this  yard  ought  to  be  taken  as  soon  as  possible  before 
they  get  to  manufacturing  those  Armstrong  guns;  and  not  only  that, 
this  yard  is  the  mainstay  of  the  bogus  Confederacy.  They  are  manu¬ 
facturing  at  the  rate  of  150  shot  and  shell  per  day  and  are  now  build¬ 
ing  three  gunboats  to  be  propelled  by  steam  and  the  machinery  to  be 
built  in  the  yard,  also  all  the  boats  in  North  Carolina  have  their  repairs 
done  here  and  they  are  rifling  all  the  guns  that  were  left  in  the  yard. 

There  is  a  great  deal  of  dissatisfaction  existing  amongst  the  people, 
and  the  Union  men  are  beginning  to  breathe  more  free. 

The  bearer  of  this  letter  you  will  please  to  allow  to  return  and  bring 
such  little  trinkets  she  may  want  for  her  own  family,  for  I  can  vouch 
for  her  that  no  secessionist  will  ever  be  benefited  by  her. 

It  is  now  midnight,  and  I  hope  you  will  excuse  any  mistakes,  and 
may  the  Almighty  God,  the  Ruler  of  the  Universe,  give  you  health  and 
strength  to  see  our  country  happy  and  prosperous. 

With  respect,  I  remain,  your  most  obedient, 

W.  H.  Lyons. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

P.  S. — If  you  will  refer  to  your  files  in  the  clerk’s  office  you  will  know 
who  I  am.  I  was  an  applicant  for  the  post  of  master  machinist  in  the 
Gosport  [Norfolk]  navy  yard  in  April  last,  and  you  will  find  my  name 
also  in  the  list  of  those  who  voted  against  the  ordinance  of  secession. 


Report  of  Commander  Olisson ,  TT.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mount 
Vernon ,  of  the  chase  of  a  steamer  supposed  to  be  the  Mariner. 

U.  S.  S.  Mount  Yernon, 

Off  Wilmington ,  N.  C.,  December  20 ,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  to  you  that  this  morning  at  half  past  8  o’clock 
a  haze,  which  had  been  over  the  land  all  the  morning,  having  lifted, 
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we  discovered  a  steamer  close  to  the  shore  at  a  distance  of  about  3 
miles  from  Fort  Caswell  and  4  miles  from  this  vessel. 

We  immediately  slipped  our  cable  and  stood  inshore,  making  < 
necess-ary  sail  and  a  full  head  of  steam  to  endeavor  to  cut  oft  her 

16 We  opened  lire  from  our  bow  gun,  the  shot  from  which  fell  short  by 

°VWe  chased  as’far  as  we  could  with  safety  to  this  vessel,  and  until  she 

had  taken  shelter  at  a  wharf  just  above  the  fort.  Mariner 

The  chase  was  a  small  side- wheel  steamer  supposed  to  be  the  Mariner, 
and  is,  I  imagine,  a  steamer  that  we  saw  laying  at  the  whaif  near  the 

f°  Lieutenant Commands g  Braine,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Monticello ,  came  to 
our  assistance  directly  that  he  heard  the  report  of  our  guns  but  he 
arrived  too  late  to  render  us  any  help  with  his  rifled  gun.  I  feel  no 
hesitation  in  stating  that  I  am  convinced  that  had  this  vessel  carried 
guns  of  a  greater  range  we  should  have  crippled  the  steamer,  and  prob- 
ablv  have  driven  her  on  shore,  so  that  we  could  have  destroy  eel  her. 

I  would  state  to  the  flag-officer  that  one  steamer  is  quite  insufficient, 
in  my  opinion,  to  effectually  blockade  the  two  entrances  on  this  side  of 
the  shoal,  as  the  sailing  vessels  are  liable  to  be  blown  off  the  coast  by 
a  northeast  gale,  as  has  been  the  case  with  the  U.  S.  sloop  Jamestown 
and  the  other  sailing  vessels  of  the  blockade. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser soplisson 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  the  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  George  1).  Morgan ,  esq.,  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  North  AXlantic  blockading  Squadron ,  regarding 
purchased  vessels. 

New  York,  December  20,  1861. 

Sir:  Under  instructions  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  Navy,  I 
send  to  you  steam  ferryboat  Hunchback ,  steam  ferryboat  Southfield, 
propeller  Zouave,  propeller  Dragon. 

Captain  Woodhull  is  requested  to  deliver  them  to  you  at  the  earliest 

possible  moment. 

♦Iam,  respectfully,  yours, 

’  L  Geo.  D.  Morgan. 

Flag-Officer  Goldsborough, 

Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Studley,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Young  Rover ,  regarding  batteries  on  the  York  and  Poquosin  rivers,  and 
the  crossing  by  small  boats  of  the  York  River. 


U.  S.  S.  Young  Bover, 

York  River,  December  22,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  18th, 
saw  a  body  of  men  at  work  on  the  shore  about  2  miles  to  the  westward 
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ot  us,  and  on  the  north  side  of  the  river;  also  saw  a  gun  mounted  so 
as  to  command  the  entrance  to  the  river.  Have  seen  these  small 
bodies  of  men  several  times  since.  At  one  time  saw  four  horsemen, 
t hren  dressed  in  gray  and  one  in  dark  blue  uniform.  They  rode  along 
the  beach  about  2  miles,  and  disappeared  in  the  woods  which  skirt  the 
shore  at  this  point. 

A  camp  is  visible  about  halfway  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  to  York- 
town,  the  drums  of  which  we  can  distinctly  hear  morning  and  evening, 
lliere  is  also  a  battery  of  at  least  two  guns  at  the  mouth  of  the 
I  oquosin  River.  A  e  have  seen  the  smoke  of  its  guns  several  times, 
also  a  volume  of  smoke  arising  constantly  for  two  days,  evidently  the 
burning  of  undergrowth  to  make  more  room.  At  1  o’clock  p.  m.  on  the 
l(>th  saw  a  large  volume  of  smoke  at  Yorktown,  which  continued  to 
arise  until  after  nightfall. 

Small  boats  are  constantly  crossing  the  river  above  us,  and  a  sloop 
visits  the  battery  first  spoken  of  every  morning. 

I  would  also  report  that  we  have  but  eight  days’  wood,  and  twenty 
days’  water,  and  twenty-five  days’  coal.  Being  obliged  to  haul  out 
into  the  bay  to  draw  the  fires  and  repair  the  boiler  slightly,  I  deem  it 
advisable  to  send  the  paymaster  with  this  and  to  ask  for  instructions 
with  regard  to  the  batteries  and  the  permitting  of  communications  by 
the  sloop  and  small  boats  above  mentioned. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ira  B.  Studley, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Forth 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  to  Acting  Master  Wells,  U.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Isaac  N.  Seymour,  to  proceed  to  Baltimore  until 
that  vessel  for  repairs. 

IJ.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  December  22,  1861. 
Sir:  Proceed  to  Baltimore  with  the  U.  S.  S.  l.N.  Seymour  under  your 
command  and,  on  your  arrival  there,  communicate  the  fact  to  the  super¬ 
intendent  of  repairs,  Carpenter  James  McDonnell,  U.  S.  Navy,  residing 
at  No.  68  Broadway,  corner  of  Mullikin  street,  and  inform  him  that  it 
is  my  order  the  boiler  of  your  vessel  be  patched  immediately  andAvitli- 
out  a  moment’s  unnecessary  delay. 

The  chief  engineer  of  this  ship  states  that  the  work  can  be  done  in 
thirty  six  hours  by  working  day  and  night,  and  as  the  vessel  is  wanted 
for  immediate  service,  it  is  highly  important  that  it  should  be  done  in 
that  time  if  possible.  When  the  repairs  are  completed  you  will  return 
here  with  all  dispatch. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Acting  Master  F.  S.  Wells, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  I.  N.  Seymour. 


486  NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


Order  of  Commander  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  ship  Con¬ 
gress,  to  Lieutenant  Davenport,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Hetzel. 


U.  S.  Frigate  Congress, 

Neivport  News,  December  23,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  early  to-morrow  morning  to  Hampton  Roads, 

and  report  to  the  flag-officer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  W.  Smith, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Frigate  Congress. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  H.  K.  Davenport, 

U.  S.  S.  Hetzel. 


Should  it  be  your  day  for  the  lookout,  direct  the  next  one  to  take 
your  place. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.S. 
Navy,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Dloclcading  Squadron,  transmitting 
information  regarding  plans  of  the  Confederates  for  an  attach  upon 
Fort  Hatteras. 

Navy  Department,  December  23,  1861. 
Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  General  Wool  to 
General  McClellan. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


[Enclosure.] 


Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe ,  December  20,  1861. 

General:  I  have  reliable  information  that  the  Confederates  are 
preparing  at  Norfolk  a  fleet  of  eleven  gunboats  with  which  to  attack 
Hatteras.  They  will  leave  about  the  30th  instant  and  proceed  through 
the  canal  and  then  down  the  sound.  A  number  of  gunboats  of  light 
draft  of  water  ought  to  be  sent  immediately  to  Hatteras. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Jno.  E.  Wool, 

Major-  General. 


Major-General  Geo.  B.  McClellan, 

•  Commanding  the  Army. 


Report  of  Commander  Prentiss ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 
Albatross,  giving  information  regarding  Fort  Macon,  Beaufort  Har¬ 
bor,  North  Carolina. 

U.  S.  S.  Albatross, 

Off  Beaufort ,  December  24,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  send  the  Braziliera  to  Hampton  Roads  for  water,  and  in  her 
the  supercargo  and  crew  of  the  Herndon  or  Jane  Campbell. 
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Three  contrabands  came  off  on  the  20th  instant.  One,  a  quite  intel¬ 
ligent  boy,  employed  as  a  servant  in  the  fort,  answers  my  questions  in 
this  way : 

The  iort  is  commanded  by  Colonel  White,  formerly  of  onr  Army.  There  are  about 
400  men  within  the  walls.  There  are  casemates  (describing  them)  with  a  curtain  in 
front,  but  no  guns  mounted;  they  are  used  as  quarters  for  men  and  officers,  there 
being  no  others.  There  is  a  battery  of  four  guns  on  Harker’s  Island.  The  Confed¬ 
erate  flag  was  at  half-mast  yesterday  for  a  surgeon  and  two  soldiers,  who  cut  their 
own  throats  rather  than  serve.  I  saw  the  bodies. 

In  all  he  counts  up  about  2,000  regulars  at  six  different  points  near 
the  fort,  and  the  militia  of  the  neighborhood  in  training.  You  can 
judge  better  than  I  what  this  is  worth.  He  could  not  tell  the  number 
of  guns.  With  500  men  and  six  guns,  with  entrenching  tools,  I  will  be 
answerable  for  taking  and  holding  against  all  comers  the  harbor  on 
Shackleford  Bank,  if  it  should  be  desirable  as  a  rendezvous.  It  is  an 
excellent  shelter,  except  from  S.  W.  winds,  which  are  not  common  at 
this  season. 

All  is  quiet  here;  nothing  enters  or  gets  out. 

I  send  a  communication  from  Commander  Armstrong. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  A.  Prentiss, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsboeough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  Flop-Officer  Goldshorough ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  to  Acting  Master  Giddings,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  8.  8.  Henry  Brinker ,  to  proceed  to  Baltimore  for  repairs. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  December  24,  1861. 
Sir:  Proceed  to  Baltimore  with  the  U.  S.  S.  H.  Brinker  under  your 
command,  and  on  your  arrival  there  communicate  the  fact  to  the  super¬ 
intendent  of  repairs,  Carpenter  James  McDonnell,  U.  S.  Navy,  No.  68 
Broadway,  corner  of  Mullikin  street,  and  inform  him  that  it  is  my  order 
the  vessel  be  immediately  taken  on  the  ways  and  the  leaks  stopped. 

The  vessel  is  wanted  for  service  and  it  is  highly  important  the  repairs 
should  be  made  with  all  dispatch.  When  they  are  completed  you  will 
return  to  this  place. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Acting  Master  John  E.  Gildings, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Henry  Brinker. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Browne,  U.  8.  Navy,  command¬ 
ing  U.  8.  bark  Fernandina ,  of  the  capture  of  the  schooner  William  H. 
Northrup. 

II.  S.  Bark  Fernandina, 

Off  Wilmington ,  December  25, 1861. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  instant,  Cape 
Fear,  bearing  N.  W.  \  W.,  25  miles,  I  took  as  a  prize  the  schooner 
William  If.  Northrup,  Joseph  A.  Sil liman,  master,  purporting  to  be 
bound  for  New  York. 
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On  overhauling  her  papers  I  found  she  ran  the  blockade  from  Wil¬ 
mington  on  the  31st  of  October  last,  loaded  with  rice,  etc.,  which  s  le 
disposed  of  at  Havana,  taking  in  coffee,  drugs,  etc.,  in  return  (please 
see  invoice  of  cargo).  She  left  Havana  about  the  30th  of  November 
with  Spanish  clearance  of  that  date,  British  consulate  certilicate  o 

that  date  also.  .  ,  „  ... 

She  is  22-fA  tons,  was  built  at  Wilmington  m  1859,  and  her  British 

certificate  of  register  dates  August  12, 1861,  purported  to  be  owned  by 
Joseph  Boberts,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence.  , 

She  has  run  the  blockade  twice  since,  being  under  British  colors,  and 
was  attempting  it  the  third  time.  In  fact,  she  is  a  regular  trader. 
There  is  abundance  of  evidence  among  her  papers  to  condemn  her. 
Her  captain  has  been  in  her  since  she  was  built,  and  acknowledged  to 
be  the  owner  of  lier  at  first,  but  afterwards  denied  it.  He  is  a  Wilming¬ 
ton  man;  plenty  of  evidence  to  that  effect.  Her  crew  numbers,  four, 
all  told,  the  last  of  which  shipped  at  Wilmington,  October  31,  1861. 

I  found  large  quantities  of  arsenic  and  strychume  in  his  writing 
desk,  which  he  could  give  no  account  of,  further  than  he  had  been 
accustomed  to  carry  it  always  with  him. 

The  last  British  consul’s  certificate  at  Wilmington  was  dated  bep- 
teinber  29,  1861,  the  schooner  having  laid  from  that  date  up  to  31st  of 
October,  1861,  waiting  to  run  by  the  blockade. 

There  was  no  chart  or  log  book  to  be  found  on  board,  and  the  captain 
says  he  is  such  an  old  coaster  he  did  not  require  them. 

He  judged  correctly  in  respect  to  the  position  of  the  vessel.  He  says 
it  will  ruin  him  to  take  his  vessel;  did  not  wish  to  be  sent  north, 
because  his  sails  were  in  such  bad  condition,  forgetting  he  was  bound 
to  New  York,  according  to  consul’s  certificate. 

You  will  see,  sir,  that  circumstances  justified  me  in  taking  her  as  a 
prize.  She  was  undoubtedly  awaiting  a  chance  to  run  into  Wilming¬ 
ton.  The  last  three  days  have  been  very  stormy,  the  wind  blowing  a 
gale  from  S.  E.  to  S.  W.  He  says  he  got  so  close  in  to  get  into  better 
weather.  He  also  informed  me  that  he  had  called  at  the  Bahamas 
since  leaving  Havana.  His  crew  states  they  shipped  at  Havana,  but  I 
can  find  no  account  of  such  shipment  among  his  papers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  W.  Browne, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  in  command  of  U.  8.  baric  Fernandina. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

U.  8.  S.  Minnesota ,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


P.  S. — Enclosed  please  find  a  true  copy  of  invoice*  of  cargo,  and  also 
copy  of  her  last  clearance  from  Wilmington,  and  manifest  of  the  last 
cargo  she  ran  into  Wilmington. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  W.  B. 

[Enclosures.] 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Cape  Fear, 

Washington ,  October  28,  1861. 

The  schooner  William  H.  Northrup ,  Silliman,  master,  laden  with 
lumber  and  rice,  bound  for  Cuba,  has  permission  to  proceed  to  sea. 

By  order  Brigadier-General  Anderson: 

Boscoe  B.  Heath, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


*  Not  necessary  to  publish. 
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Report  and  manifest  of  the  cargo  laden  on  hoard  of  the  schooner  William  IT.  Northrup, 
whereof  Joseph  A.  Silliman  is  master;  burden,  23.74  British  tons,  owned  by  Joseph 
Roberts ,  residing  at  Nassau ,  New  Providence,  as  per  register  granted  at  Nassau ,  New 
1  rovidence,  the  13th  day  of  August,  1861,  which  was  taken  on  board  at  the  Bahamas  and 
bound  for - . 


Packets — Contents.  Where  shipped. 

31  bags  coffee . Nassau,  New  Providence. 

10  barrels  muscovado  sugar .  Do. 

500  bushels  salt . Lee  Stocking  Island. 

J.  A.  Silliman. 


Eleuthera,  Bahamas,  August  34,  1861. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  to  Lieutenant  Chaplin,  U.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Valley  City ,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  Hatter  as  Inlet. 

IJ.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads ,  December  25,  1861. 
Sir  :  Proceed  wit'll  the  U.  S.  S.  Valley  City  under  your  command  to 
Hatteras  Inlet  and  report  yourself  to  the  senior  naval  officer  thereat. 
Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  C.  Chaplin, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Valley  City ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Golds¬ 
borough,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squad¬ 
ron,  referring  to  the  expedition  to  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina. 


Washington,  D.  0.,  December  27, 1861. 

My  Dear  Commodore  :  I  have  your  note  and  will  send  it  to  Mr. 
Seward.  The  President  was  over  to  see  me  yesterday  and  said  that 
General  McClellan  told  him  that  Burnside  reported  liimself  absolutely 
ready.  Of  course  the  President  feels  most  anxious  to  hear  of  the 
departure  of  the  expedition  as  sure  for  the  cause  of  the  Union  in  its 
results. 

General  McClellan  has  been  threatened  with  a  fever,  but  is  now  up, 
but  confined  to  his  house. 

We  shall ’have  no  war  with  England  on  this  question,  but  it  is  of  the 
utmost  political  importance  that  we  should  have  as  many  seaports  of 
the  enemy  as  soon  [as]  possible;  it  will  stop  foreign  complications. 

Will  Huger  release  some  of  our  sailors  for  those  jjersons  paroled  by 
Smith  in  the  Gulf? 

I  see  the  accounts  of  the  Congress  have  gone  down,  and  you  will  have 
to  make  the  best  arrangements  you  can  about  getting  rid  of  them. 
Have  the  Perry  and  Barney  and  their  armament  gone  to  Du  Pont? 

General  Ord,  of  your  State,  gave  the  rebels  quite  a  thrashing  in  front 
a  few  days  since. 

Yours,  truly, 


G.  Y.  Fox. 


Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Gooa l- 
win ,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  If.  S.  baric  Amanda,  to  proceed  to  duty  off 
Wilmington,  N.  C. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  December  27,  1861. 

Sir:  Proceed  witli  tkeU.  S.  S.  [bark]  Amanda  under  your  command 
off  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  and  report  yourself  to  the  senior  naval  officer 
tliereat  for  blockading  service. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  N.  Goodwin, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  [baric]  Amanda. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  changes  of  command. 

IT.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  December  28,  1861. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  pressing  exigencies  of  the 
service  have  rendered  it  necessary  for  me  to  transfer  Acting  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Edmund  R.  Colhoun  from  the  command  of  the  Shawsheen 
to  that  of  the  Hunchback,  leaving  Acting  Master  Thos.  J.  Woodward 
in  command  of  the  former  vessel;  also,  to  appoint  Richard  Pasquell, 
formerly  acting  master’s  mate  on  board  the  Congress,  an  acting  master 
in  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  Navy  Department,  with  orders  to  report  to  Acting  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Colhoun  for  duty  on  board  the  Hunchback. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  gunboat 
Chippewa  arrived  here  yesterday  afternoon  from  New  York.  Finding 
her  draft  of  water  to  be  11  feet,  I  shall  dispatch  her  to-day  to  cruise 
off  Wilmington,  N.  0. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  Lieutenant  Bryson,  U.  8.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  8.  8.  Chippewa ,  to  proceed  to  duty  off  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  December  28,  1861. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Chippewa,  under  your  command  off 
Wilmington,  N.  C.,  and  report  yourself  to  the  senior  naval  officer 
there  to  assist  in  blockading  the  place. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  0  fleer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Andrew  Bryson, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Chippewa,  Hampton  Roads. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  to  Acting  Master  French ,  II.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  'Whitehead,  to  proceed  to  duty  at  Hatter  as  Inlet , 
North  Carolina. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads ,  December  28,  1861. 
Sir:  Proceed  witli  the  U.  S.  S.  Whitehead  under  your  command  to 
Hatteras  Inlet,  N.  0.,  and  report  to  the  senior  naval  officer  thereat. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Acting  Master  Chas.  A.  French, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Whitehead ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Capture  of  a  leader  tank  in  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  by  Flag-Officer 
Lynch,  C.  S.  Navy,  December  29,  1861. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading 

Squadron. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  December  29.  1861. 

Sir:  Very  early  this  morning  a  small  steamer  of  the  enemy,  which 
may  have  come  out  of  Nansemond  River,  was  discovered  just  at  day¬ 
light,  apparently  moving  from  Norfolk  thitherward,  with  a  square  flag 
flyiug  on  her  signal  pole  forward,  which,  in  the  gray  of  the  morning, 
could  not  be  distinguished,  and  was  at  first  supposed  to  be  white,  indi¬ 
cating  a  flag  of  truce.  She  put  after  the  army  transport  steamer 
Express,  on  her  way  from  Newport  News  to  Fortress  Monroe,  this 
steamer  having  in  tow  our  water  tank,  at  the  instance  of  the  contractor, 
for  water.  The  movement,  doubtless,  was  a  concerted  one  to  capture 
the  Express ,  which  is  an  unarmed  vessel,  running  regularly,  as  a  pas¬ 
sage  boat,  between  Newport  News  and  this  place,  starting  at  early  day¬ 
light  every  morning  from  the  former  point.  The  Express ,  in  order  to 
save  herself,  let  go  the  tank  (an  old  prize  schooner,  fitted  up  for  the 
purpose),  whereupon  the  enemy  ran  on  and  took  the  tank  in  tow.  The 
moment  a  hostile  intention  was  detected,  all  our  small  vessels  at  com¬ 
mand,  eight  in  number,  were  put  in  requisition  to  capture  the  enemy, 
if  possible,  and  recover  the  tank ;  but,  unfortunately,  he  was  too  far 
off,  and  his  heels  too  swift  to  enable  them  to  succeed.  He  ran,  with 
the  tank  up  toward  Norfolk,  and  was  chased  by  all  our  small  vessels 
until  the  forts  on  Sewell’s  Point  and  Craney  Island  opened  on  them, 
both  of  which  they  engaged  until  recalled  by  my  order.  An  express 
boat  has  been  running  daily,  uninterruptedly,  between  this  place  and 
Newport  News  for  several  months  past;  indeed,  I  believe,  ever  since 
hostilities  commenced  in  this  quarter. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Hays,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Morse. 

U.  S.  S.  Morse, 

Newport  News ,  December  29,  1861. 

Sir  :  While  lying  at  anchor  off  Newport  News  1  received  orders  from 
Captain  Smith,  commanding  U.  S.  frigate  Congress,  to  proceed  imme¬ 
diately  down  the  river  and  attempt  the  capture  of  a  rebel  steamer 
which  had  been  lying  off  Sewell’s  Point  and  had  steamed  out  and  taken 
a  water  schooner  which  the  U.  S.  S.  Express  was  towing  down  to 
Hampton  Roads. 

At  8  o’clock  this  morning  I  started  in  pursuit  and  at  half  past  8  com¬ 
menced  firing  shells  at  her,  one  of  which  struck  the  vessel  just  forward 
of  her  paddle  box,  on  the  starboard  side,  and  another  burst  directly 
over  her. 

At  this  time  the  steamer  had  got  under  cover  of  the  three  batteries 
on  Sewell’s  Point,  which,  with  the  batteries  from  Pig  Point  andCraney 
Island,  immediately  opened  fire  on  us. 

We  exchanged  several  shots  with  the  batteries,  when  the  steamer 
Lockwood  arrived  from  her  picket  station  and  six  others  from  Hampton 
Roads,  which  commenced  a  brisk  firing  and  lasted  about  half  an  hour, 
when  they  returned  to  Hampton  Roads,  leaving  us  with  the  steamer 
Whitehall  still  firing. 

We  threw  four  shells  directly  inside  the  battery  opposite  Craney 
Island  and  then  returned  to  Newport  News  to  report  to  Captain  Smith, 
of  the  Congress. 

The  officers  and  men  acted  very  bravely  through  the  whole  engage¬ 
ment,  the  officers  giving  their  orders  with  perfect  coolness. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Peter  Hays, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding . 

L.  M.  GtOldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Extract  from  the  report*  of  Flag-Officer  Lynch,  C.  S.  Navy. 

[December  29,  18G1.] 

The  water  being  too  low  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Albemarle  Canal  for 
this  vessel  (the  Sea  Bird)  to  proceed  to  Roanoke  Island,  we  last  even¬ 
ing  steamed  down  and  anchored  in  the  bight  of  Craney  Island.  This 
morning  a  little  before  daylight  we  weighed  anchor  and  stood  across 
to  Newport  News.  About  7 : 30  a.  m.  an  enemy’s  steamer  passed  out  of 
the  James  River  with  a  schooner  in  tow  and  steered  for  Fortress  Mon¬ 
roe.  We  immediately  gave  chase,  when  she  cut  the  schooner  adrift 
and  carried  a  heavy  head  of  steam,  in  order  to  get  under  the  cover  of 
numerous  men-of  war  lying  off  the  fortress.  We  were  fast  closing  in 
with  her,  however,  when  the  explosion  of  our  second  shell  set  her  on  fire. 
Believing  her  destruction  was  certain,  knowing  that  her  crew  could  be 
rescued  by  boats  from  the  vessels  not  far  distant  from  her,  and  it  being 
unusual  [unsafe]  for  this  vessel  to  approach  her,  we  steered  for  and  took 
the  abandoned  schooner  in  tow.  In  the  meantime  one  large  steamer 
from  Newport  News  and  ten  others  from  Hampton  Roads  and  the  for¬ 
tress  were  making  their  way  toward  us,  when  an  exciting  scene  took 
place.  We  endeavoring  to  carry  the  prize  into  port,  and  "they  making 
every  effort  to  intercept  and  by  constant  firing  disable  us.  Many  shells 
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from  the  ships  and  the  fortress  exploded  quite  near  us  and  four  or  five 
passed  immediately  over  the  deck.  We  succeeded  in  fighting  our  way 
through  with  the  prize  in  tow  without  the  slightest  injury  to  either, 
and  gratefully  attribute  our  escape  to  something  more  than  chance  or 
human  agency.  We  know  that  a  large  steamer  was  struck  once  and  a 
smaller  one  twice  by  our  shot;  the  former  was  reported  to  be  seriously 
injured.  The  prize  is  a  large  schooner,  her  hull  coated  with  zinc  and 
filled  with  water  for  Fortress  Monroe. 

[Wm.  F.  Lynch.J 


[Telegram.] 

Annapolis,  December  30, 1861. 

Commodore  Goldsborough  is  here.  Come  on  the  3  o’clock  train  and 
I  will  [send]  extra  engine  to  meet  you. 

A.  E.  Burnside, 

General. 

Captain  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Glisson ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mount 
Vernon,  regarding  an  expedition  from  that  vessel  for  the  destruction  of 
a  lightship  off  Wilmington ,  N.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Mount  Yernon, 

Off  Wilmington ,  N.  C.,  December  31,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  report  to  you  that,  having  observed  that  the  rebels 
made  use  of  a  light  ship  (which  was  formerly  on  the  Frying  Pan  Shoals) 
as  a  beacon  for  guiding  vessels  in  and  out  of  the  harbor,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  annoying  us  by  hoisting  lights  at  night,  I  determined  to 
take  advantage  of  a  hazy  night,  with  the  wind  offshore,  to  effect  her 
destruction.  I  therefore  sent  the  cutter  and  gig  last  night  at  midnight 
to  destroy  her  if  possible. 

The  cutter  I  placed  under  the  command  of  Acting  Master  Alick 
Allen,  with  Mr.  John  P.  Foote,  coast  pilot,  and  a  crew  of  five  men,  who 
were  all  well  armed.  This  boat  was  also  well  supplied  with  combustible 
materials  for  the  purpose  of  firing  the  vessel.  The  gig  was  under  the 
command  of  Acting  Master  Henry  L.  Sturges,  and  had  a  crew  of  six 
men,  who  were  also  well  armed.  In  going  in,  this  boat  took  the  lead, 
and,  while  the  cutter  was  alongside  of  the  light  vessel,  she  laid  off'  on 
her  oars,  ready  to  support  her  in  the  event  of  an  attack  being  made. 

From  the  officers  in  command  of  the  boats  I  gather  the  following 
particulars:  The  boats  pulled  in  together  until  they  got  within  a  short 
distance  of  the  light  vessel,  on  the  off  side  of  her  from  Fort  Caswell. 
The  cutter  then  pulled  under  the  starboard  quarter  of  the  vessel,  and, 
by  the  assistance  of  a  rope  found  hanging  there,  the  two  officers,  a 
boatswain’s  mate,  and  a  quartermaster  climbed  on  board.  They  found 
that  she  was  quite  deserted  and  that  carpenters  had  recently  been  at 
work  on  her,  putting  up  additional  berths  and  cutting  gun  ports.  She 
was  pierced  for  eight  gnns — six  broadside  and  two  after  guns — and  had 
the  fighting  bolts  in  the  deck,  and  everything  nearly  ready  for  mount¬ 
ing  the  guns.  It  was  evidently  intended  to  arm  her  for  harbor  defense. 

They  found  large  quantities  of  wood  lying  about,  and  with  the  assist¬ 
ance  of  the  combustibles  taken  in  the  boat  a  heap  of  combustible  matter 
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was  soon  collected,  which,  when  well  saturated  with  turpentine,  was 
set  fire  to.  The  fire  was  discovered  from  the  fort  (which  was  so  near 
that  the  voices  of  the  men  giving  the  alarm  were  distinctly  heard  by 
those  on  board  of  the  light  vessel),  but  no  efiort  was  made  to  molest 
the  boats  until  they  were  out  of  sight.  The  fort  then  opened  tire  from 
her  great  guns  in  the  direction  of  the  boats,  but  they  were  far  removed 
from  harm’s  way,  and  we  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  vessel  burned 
to  the  water’s  edge,  and  at  this  time  there  is  not  a  vestige  ot  her  to  be 
seen  above  the  water. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  state  in  this  communication  that  every  officer 
and  man  in  this  ship  was  a  volunteer  for  this  expedition. 

Much  credit  is  due  to  the  officers  and  men  on  this  expedition  for  the 
able  manner  in  which  they  discharged  this  hazardous  duty. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  S.  Glisson, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  the  [North]  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  of  the  arrival  and,  departure  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia ,  January  1,  1S62. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn  arrived  in 
these  roads  in  the  afternoon  of  the  29th  ultimo,  and,  having  coaled  and 
taken  on  board  an  80-pounder  rifled  gun,  left  to  join  the  Gulf  Squadron 
yesterday  afternoon. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

McClellan’s  Headquarters, 
Washington,  January  2,  1862 — 5 : 30  p.  m. 

If  possible,  send  Peabody  up.  When  shall  I  start  my  first  brigade? 

A.  E.  Burnside. 

Commodore  Goldsborough, 

Old  Point  Comfort,  via  Baltimore  and  Fortress  Monroe  Boat. 


Instructions  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  Commander  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding  U.  S.  ship  Congress ,  regarding  the  crews  of  that  vessel  and  the 
U.  S.  ship  Cumberland. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  January  1,  1862. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo  I  beg  to  say  that  the 
funds  for  paying  off  the  Congress'1  s  crew  will  doubtless  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  your  paymaster  in  the  course  of  a  very  few  days,  and  as  soon 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.  495 

as  they  are  so  placed  those  men  who  are  entitled  to  a  discharge  are 
to  receive  it. 

I  wish  you  to  direct  Commander  Livingston  to  transfer  from  the 
Cumberland  to  the  Congress  all  the  supernumeraries  lie  has  on  board 
on  a  day  to  be  appointed  by  yourself.  I  wish  to  keep  your  ship  as  fully 
manned  as  possible,  but  at  the  present  moment  there  is  a  great  scarcity 
of  men,  owing  to  the  demands  for  the  service  being  so  unusually  large. 
After  discharging  all  entitled  to  a  discharge,  how  many,  including  the 
number  to  be  taken  from  the  Cumberland ,  will  you  have  on  board ;  or, 
rather,  by  how  many  will  you  still  be  deficient?  Inform  me,  if  you 
please,  as  early  as  you  can,  accurately,  upon  this  point.  I  will  endeavor 
to  send  you  some  from  this  quarter,  at  least  100  if  possible. 

General  Burnside  has  a  large  number  of  vessels  under  his  control  at 
Annapolis,  and  they  are  about  to  be  moved  on  a  highly  important 
fighting  expedition.  He  is  very  anxious  to  secure  the  services,  for  say 
from  one  to  three  months,  of  100  or  more  of  the  men  about  to  be  dis¬ 
charged  from  the  Congress ,  and  is  authorized  to  pay  as  high  as  $25  per 
month  for  good  seamen  and  $40  per  month  for  petty  officers.  I  wish, 
therefore,  that  you  would,  in  a  quiet  way,  endeavor  to  induce  the  pro¬ 
posed  number  of  the  right  sort  to  join  the  general’s  vessels  at  Annap¬ 
olis  immediately  upon  their  discharge.  Their  country  really  demands 
their  services,  and  I  sincerely  trust  that  the  call  will  be  responded  to 
promptly  and  cheerfully.  In  a  few  weeks  the  men  thus  volunteering 
will  be  at  full  liberty  to  seek  their  pleasure  and  enjoy  the  society  of 
their  friends.  In  times  like  these,  duty  to  one’s  country  should  be 
paramount  to  every  other  consideration,  and  I  trust  this  feeling  will 
animate  those  upon  whom  I  call. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Commander  VYm.  Smith, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S\hip]  Congress,  Newport  Neics ,  Va. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  to  the  commanding  officers  of  five  of  the 
vessels  of  his  command ,  to  proceed  to  Ratteras  Inlet. 

IJ.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  January  2,  1862. 

Sir:  Proceed  to  Hatteras  Inlet  with  the  vessel  under  your  command, 
using  a  sound  discretion  in  time  of  departing.  On  your  arrival  there 
report  to  the  senior  naval  officer  thereat. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

F  lag-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  Murray, 

Louisiana. 

Acting  Lieutenant  R.  [T.]  Renshaw, 

Whitehall. 

Acting  Master  G.  W.  Graves, 

Lockwood. 

Acting  Master  F.  S.  Wells, 

I.  N.  Seymour. 

Acting  Master  Tiios.  J.  Woodward, 

Shawsheen. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  the  crew  of  the  U.  S.  ship 
Congress. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  January  3,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  am  liappy  to  say  that  I  shall  be  able  to  man  the  Congress, 
after  her  present  crew  is  discharged,  as  follows: 


From  the  Cumberland  (of  supernumeraries  now  on  board) 

From  the  Braziliera . 

From  the  Brandywine . 

From  the  Young  Rover . 

From  the  Minnesota . 

From  the  naval  brigade . 


45 

44 

49 

30 

7 

100 


Making  in  all  a  total  of .  -J‘° 

This,  however,  will  still  leave  a  deficiency  of  35  men  to  complete  her 
crew  to  the  full  number  allowed.  This  number,  I  am  satisfied,  can  be 
made  up  hereafter  without  difficulty. 

In  order  to  accomplish  this  purpose  I  shall  be  compelled  to  let  the 
Braziliera  lie  here  with  comparatively  only  a  few  hands  on  board  until 
men  can  be  sent  from  the  Forth  to  make  good  the  number  of  44,  which 
she  is  to  transfer  to  the  Congress.  Her  services  from  blockading  off 
Beaufort  can,  in  my  judgment,  be  spared  for  this  object,  as  I  have  now 
two  good  steamers  there,  viz,  the  Albatross  and  State  of  Georgia,  and 
also  the  sailing  vessel  Gemsbok. 

I  have,  furthermore,  to  accomplish  the  same  purpose,  been  obliged 
to  resort  again  to  General  Wool  for  a  company  of  the  naval  brigade  to 
serve  temporarily  on  board  the  Congress,  these  men  to  be  returned  to 
him  as  soon  as  men  from  the  Forth  can  be  procured  to  take  their  places, 
and  he  has,  with  great  cheerfulness,  acceded  to  my  request.  The  com¬ 
pany  in  view  is  in  addition  to  the  one  with  which  he  is  to  furnish  me 
for  an  expedition.  I  beg  to  say  that  the  general  has  been  very  x>rompt 
and  exceedingly  kind  in  responding  to  every  demand  I  have  made 
upon  him. 

The  Commodore  Perry  reached  here  to-day.  Five  more  vessels  were 
placed  under  orders  yesterday  to  proceed  to  Hatteras  Inlet,  and  only 
await  weather  to  be  off.  When  they  arrive  there,  twelve  of  this  squad¬ 
ron  will  have  been  assembled  in  that  quarter.  With  the  rest  we  are 
driving  on  as  fast  as  possible. 

The  Keystone  State  is  now,  as  reported  to  me,  sufficiently  free  from 
disease  to  be  employed  on  any  service  the  Dei)artment  may  wish.  At 
this  moment  she  is  coaling. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant-, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Washington,  2).  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  the 
crew  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Congress. 

Favy  Department,  January  6,  1862. 
Sir:  Your  dispatch  Fo.  116,  dated  the  3d  instant,  has  been  received. 
The  Department  approves  your  course  with  reference  to  manning 
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possible^™’  aUd  the  additional  men  ueeded  will  be  sent  as  early  as 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

T?i  r  Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  of  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Southfield 
at  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  January  4,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  steam  ferryboat  Southfield 
arrived  here  safely  late  yesterday  afternoon. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer ,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Werden,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Stars 
and  Stripes ,  of  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  steamers  Hetzel,  Valley  City, 
and  Whitehead  at  Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 

U".  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes, 
Hatteras  Inlet,  January  4,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  steamers  Hetzel, 
T  alley  City,  and  Whitehead  at  this  place  5  also  three  schooners  from 
Philadelphia  with  coal  and  one  from  Hampton  Roads  with  guns,  boats, 
and  ammunition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Werden, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Cavendy,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  17.  S. 
hark  Qemsbok,  regarding  the  qualities  of  that  vessel. 

TJ.  S.  S.  [BarkJ  Gemsbok, 

Off  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  January  4,  1862. 

Sir  :  After  four  months’  experience  as  commander  of  this  ship,  I 
would  respectfully  report  the  qualifications  of  her  as  regards  a  man  of- 
war.  She  is  stanch,  well  built,  and  thoroughly  fastened,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  would  make  as  an  efficient  sloop-of-war  as  we  have  in  the  Navy. 

Her  sailing  qualities  are  excellent,  and  stands  well  up  under  her 
canvas,  and  carries  her  battery  remarkably  well,  considering  its  weight, 
N  w  R— vol  6 - 32 
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consisting  of  four  8-inch  shell  guns,  weighing  63  hundredweight  each, 

and  two  32-pounders,  weighing  33  hundredweight  each. 

She  has  a  long  quarter  or  half  deck  from  the  mainmast,  which,  if 
taken  off  as  far  aft  as  the  mizzenmast,  would  remove  a  great  weight, 
and  would  enable  her  to  carry  two  more  guns  on  each  side.  It  coum 
be  done  with  very  little  expense,  and  when  thus  altered  would  make  an 
excellent  ship  to  cruise  off  the  English  Channel  to  look  for  the  rebel 
vessels  and  other  crafts  that  have  been  fitting  out  m  those  parts. 

As  this  ship,  from  her  appearance,  would  be  taken  by  them  for  a 
merchantman  (as  she  has  been  on  the  Carolmacoast),  [she]  would  be  ot 
much  benefit.  And,  as  I  am  well  acquainted  with  those  waters,  i  would 
respectfully  offer  my  services,  if  it  be  agreeable  to  you,  sir,  for  recom 
mendation  to  the  Department. 

The  ship  is  deficient  of  a  good  many  necessary  articles  mentioned  m 
the  requisition  left  and  approved  of  by  the  flag-officer  at  Hampton 
Eoads  on  board  the  Minnesota ,  on  my  departure  two  months  since,  as 
these  articles  could  not  be  obtained  there. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  it  is  necessary  for  this  ship  to  be  refitted,  as 
her  spars  and  rigging  have  not  been  overhauled  since  she  has  been 
built,  which  is  now  over  six  years. 

You  will  perceive,  sir,  by  the  enclosed  survey  held  on  board  this  ship 
as  to  the  condition  of  her  spars  and  rigging,  the  mainmast  in  particular. 

And  as  we  have  to  procure  a  fresh  supply  of  provisions,  water,  fire¬ 
wood,  etc.,  I  leave  this  to  your  own  consideration. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edwd.  Cayendy, 
Acting  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Hoads. 


Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough, 
JJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  regard¬ 
ing  persons  found  on  board  of  blockade  runners. 

NTavy  Department,  January  4,  1862. 
Sir:  The  British  schooner  Adeline  was  recently  captured  by  one  of 
our  steamers  for  a  breach  of  the  blockade,  and  three  of  her  crew,  who 
claimed  to  be  British  subjects,  released,  after  entering  into  an  engage¬ 
ment  not  to  be  again  employed  in  a  similar  proceeding. 

The  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  in  referring  to  the  circumstance, 
says  that  the  requirement  in  question  is  not  warranted  by  public  law, 
and  no  such  condition  should  be  exacted  by  commanders  of  vessels  in 
future.  It  may  be  lawful  to  detain  as  witnesses  such  persons  as  may  be 
found  on  board  of  vessels  charged  with  a  breach  of  the  blockade,  when 
their  testimony  may  be  indispensable  to  the  administration  of  justice; 
but  when  captured  in  a  neutral  vessel,  they  can  not  be  considered,  and 
ought  not  to  be  treated,  as  prisoners  of  war. 

The  three  persons,  therefore,  who  were  conditionally  released,  are  to 
be  regarded  as  absolved  from  the  obligation  required  of  them. 

You  will  please  communicate  to  the  commanding  officers  in  your 
squadron  the  principle  herein  stated,  for  their  guidance. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Hoads. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Braine,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Monticello, 
giving  information  regarding  affairs  off  Wilmington ,  N.  <7.,  and  the 
sinking  of  obstructions  by  Confederates  in  Neiv  Inlet ,  North  Carolina. 

U.  S.  S.  Monticello, 

Off  Wilmington ,  N.  C.,  January  5,  1862. 
Sir  :  On  December  30,  1861,  two  contrabands  came  off  from  the  bat¬ 
teries  at  New  Inlet,  and  they  gave  me  the  following  information  as 
regards  the  state  of  affairs  here  and  up  at  Wilmington,  N.  0. :  At  New 
Inlet,  in  and  about  the  fortifications  (which  consist  of  one  battery  of  12 
guns,  one  earth  casemate  of  6  guns,  one  small  battery  of  3  guns,  and 
one  battery  on  Zeek’s  Island  of  4  guns),  there  are  stationed  about  one 
regiment  and  a  half  (1,400  men),  also  four  fieldpieces  horse  artillery. 
All  the  gnus  in  these  batteries  are  short  32-pounders.  One  of  these  con¬ 
trabands,  named  Kent  Newton,  has  worked  for  several  years  on  the 
ferryboats  that  cross  the  river  at  Wilmington.  He  says  that  on  Friday, 
the  27th  day  of  December,  1861,  the  steamer  Gordon,  or  Theodora , 
arrived  at  Wilmington  from  Cuba  with  a  cargo  of  coffee  and  fruit,  and 
that  she  was  partially  disabled,  having  been  struck  by  a  shot  passing- 
through  the  wheelhouse.  The  crew  of  the  Gordon ,  or  Theodora ,  left  on 
the  28th  instant  for  Charleston,  S.  C.,  by  land;  he,  Kent  Newton,  fer¬ 
ried  them  across  the  river.  While  crossing  they  told  him  that  they  left 
their  guns  at  Charleston,  S.  C.,  before  going  to  the  West  Indies,  and 
that  they  sailed  under  the  English  flag.  There  are  very  few  soldiers 
at  Wilmington.  About  the  25th  of  December,  1861,  three  regiments 
arrived  from  Manassas  Junction  and  went  south  per  railroad.  He  also 
states  about  the  middle  of  December  the  rebels  towed  down  by  steamer 
Uncle  Ben  four  large,  heavy  wooden  cribs,  diamond  shape,  about  40  or 
50  feet  wide  and  12  feet  deep,  which  they  moored  on  the  shoal  and  in 
the  channel  way  close  together  at  the  northwestern  end  of  Zeek’s 
Island,  and  tilling  three  of  them,  as  he  saw,  with  rocks,  sunk  them  and 
completely  blocked  the  channel  of  New  Inlet  at  that  point,  and  the 
fourth  one  they  said  was  to  be  sunk  alongside.  This  man’s  statement 
appears  to  be  very  correct.  I  have  questioned  him  closely,  given  him 
the  map  to  look  at,  and  had  him  mark  exactly  where  these  cribs  were 
sunk;  and  admitting  his  statement  is  true  (and  he  appears  to  be  a  very 
intelligent,  active  nigger),  New  Inlet  is  at  least  for  the  present  effectively 
blockaded,  as  you  will  see  by  referring  to  a  harbor  chart  of  that  place. 

During  the  month  of  November  that  we  blockaded  the  place  we  fre¬ 
quently  saw  a  small  steam  tug  come  past  Zeek’s  Island,  out  in  the 
channel  way  to  the  eastward  toward  the  outer  bar,  where  she  would 
lay  under  the  cover  of  the  batteries.  During  this  period  of  our  block¬ 
ade  in  the  months  of  December  and  January,  covering  a  period  of 
over  three  weeks,  although  we  have  seen  the  same  steamer  repeatedly 
in  Wilmington  [Cape  Fear]  .River  and  on  the  western  side  of  Zeek’s 
Island,  she  has  never  come  to  the  eastward  of  Zeek’s  Island  or  in  the 
outer  channel  way  as  she  did  during  the  month  of  November.  This 
fact  has  been  the  subject  of  comment  among  the  officers,  and  now  that 
we  are  aware  of  the  fact  that  these  cribs  have  been  sunk  in  the  chan¬ 
nel  at  Zeek’s  Island,  I  know  that  it  is  an  impossibility  for  her  to  pass, 
or  any  other  vessel  drawing  9  feet  of  water.  I  make  this  statement 
for  your  information. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  Braine, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Monticello , 
Commander  Oliver  S.  Glisson, 

Senior  Officer  of  Wilmington  Blockade ,  IT.  S.  S.  Mount  Vernon . 
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Report  of  Commander  Green ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  ship  James¬ 
town,  regarding  the  deficiencies  of  that  vessel. 


U.  S.  Sloop  of  War  Jamestown, 

Hampton  Roads,  January  5,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  respectfully  to  report  that  the  supplies  of  water  and 
other  articles  having-  become  exhausted,  I  have,  in  obedience  to  you i 
order,  returned  with  the  Jamestown  to  this  place.  .  .  . 

I  enclose  requisitions  for  the  articles  needed  to  supply  deficiencies  in 
the  ship’s  stores  and  outfits,  also  request  for  survey  on  the  condition  ot 

the  rudder,  upper  half-ports,  and  stern. 

The  ship  has  been  considerably  strained  by  carrying  sail  to  get  ott- 
shore  on  several  occasions,  and  in  rough  weather  makes  about  2^ 

inches  of  water  in  twenty-four  hours. 

Both  our  bower  anchors  have  been  lost,  one  while  getting  underway 
during  the  commencement  of  a  southeast  gale  by  the  paitmg  ot  a 
cable,  the  other  by  the  breaking  of  the  shackle  while  lying  at  anchor 
during  a  sou’wester  off  Wilmington.  The  latter  was  recovered  after 

the  gale  by  sweeping  for  it. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Green, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  of  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Com¬ 
modore  Barney  at  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  January  5,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  announce  the  arrival  of  the  Commodore 
Barney  this  afternoon  in  these  roads. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer ,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  Brigadier- General  Burnside,  TJ.  S. 

Army,  regarding  the  transportation  of  stores. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  January  5,  1862. 

General:  Your  telegram  dated  the  2d  instant  has  but  just  come  to 
hand.  The  mail  is  a  quicker  means  of  resort  in  communicating  with  me. 

I  will  send  the  Peabody  to  you  immediately,  but  in  placing  any  of 
your  stores  on  board  of  her  be  good  enough  to  direct  that  they  be  kept 
by  themselves  and  not  mixed  up  with  ours.  We  now  have  on  board  of 
her  some  60,000  rations,  small  stores,  etc. 

In  my  judgment,  as  I  said  to  you  at  Annapolis,  the  sooner  you  start 
your  first  brigade  the  better,  and  so,  too,  with  regard  to  all  vessels  you 
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have  which  are  to  be  towed  or  which  require  choice  weather  in  order 
to  arrive  safely. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

~  „  T,  Flag-Officer. 

General  A.  E.  Burnside, 

Annapolis ,  Mid. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  of  the  arrival  at  Hampton  Roads  of 
the  U.  S.  ship  Jamestoivn. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia ,  January  6,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  the  II.  S.  sloop  James¬ 
town  arrived  here  yesterday  afternoon  from  off  Wilmington,  1ST.  C. 
She  has  come  here  for  water  and  supplies  generally.  From  what  I 
gather  it  may  be  necessary  to  renew  her  rudder  pintles  and  some  of 
her  upper  half-ports.  A  survey,  however,  is  ordered  to  ascertain  the 
precise  nature  of  the  defects  complained  of.  Should  it  become  neces¬ 
sary  to  send  her  away  from  this  place  for  repairs,  she  can,  I  think,  go 
to  Baltimore. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Wool ,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department 
of  Virginia,  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  advising  dispatch  in  intended 
operations. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe ,  Va.,  January  7,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  much  information  to  communicate  to  you  which  I  have 
not  time  to  put  on  paper.  Your  intended  operations  are  well  known  to 
the  rebels,  and  they  are  preparing  to  meet  you.  If  you  do  not  get  off 
soon,  you  will  meet  with  a  strong  force  to  repel  before  you  can  accom¬ 
plish  your  object. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  E.  Wool, 

Major-General. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough. 


Visit  of  the  French  tear  steamer  Catinat  to  Norfolk ,  Va. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  January  7, 1862. 
Sir:  The  Department  learns  from  the  Secretary  of  State  that  the 
French  war  steamer  Catinat,  Commander  Fabre,  proposes  visiting 
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Norfolk  to  communicate  with  the  French  consul  there,  and  hence  no 
obstruction  will  be  interposed  by  the  squadron  under  youi  command. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  7  Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsboeough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  transmitting  correspondence. 

Navy  Department,  January  11, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  dispatch  No.  129,  of  Flag- 
Officer  Goldsborougli,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squad¬ 
ron,  with  copy  of  the  correspondence  between  him  and  the  commander 
of  the  French  corvette  Catinat. 

When  you  return  the  dispatch  and  enclosures  the  Department  would 
be  pleased  to  receive  with  them  a  memorandum  of  the  arrangement 
entered  into  by  the  Department  of  State  and  the  French  and  British 
ministers  on  the  subject  referred  to. 

Flag-Officer  Goldsborougli  does  not  appear  to  have  received,  when 
his  dispatch  was  written,  the  notice  sent  to  him  by  this  Department 
on  the  7th  instant  of  the  proposed  visit  of  the  Catinat  to  Norfolk. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[Enclosure.] 

IT.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia ,  January  9,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  correspondence  between 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  French  man-of-war  steamer  Catinat, 
which  arrived  in  this  port  yesterday,  and  myself,  concerning  an  arrange¬ 
ment  said  to  have  been  agreed  upon  by  the  French  and  English  minis¬ 
ters  in  Washington  and  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  making 
Norfolk,  instead  of  Charleston,  as  heretofore,  the  port  by  means  of 
which  communications  are  to  be  transmitted  by  the  French  and  English 
authorities  to  their  respective  consuls  accredited  in  the  Southern 
States.  On  receiving  my  letter  the  French  captain  signified  to  me, 
through  one  of  his  officers,  that  he  would  act  upon  my  advice  with 
regard  to  letting  his  vessel  remain  in  these  roads  and  proceeding 
himself  to  Norfolk  in  the  way  suggested.  May  I  be  informed  by  the 
Department  whether  it  approves  of  my  course  throughout  in  this 
matter  “? 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C . 

[Subenclosures.] 

Translation.]  Steam  Corvette  La  Catinat, 

Anchorage  off  Fort  Monroe,  January  8,  1862. 

Commodore  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  left  New  York 
yesterday  morning  with  the  French  and  English  official  mail  addressed 
to  the  consuls  of  those  two  powers  accredited  to  the  ports  and  towns 
of  the  Confederate  States. 
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Up  to  tlie  present  moment  these  communications  have  passed  through 
the  port  of  Charleston,  but  the  ships  that  the  Federal  Government  has 
sent  into  the  channels  of  that  port  have  rendered  the  designation  of 
another  point  of  the  blockaded  coast  almost  indispensable  and  Norfolk 
has  been  chosen  as  the  new  center  of  this  service. 

The  change  has  been  agreed  upon  between  the  Baron  Mercier,  Lord 
Lyons,  and  Mr.  Seward,  and  I  do  not  suppose,  for  a  moment,  commo¬ 
dore,  that  you  will  raise  auy  obstacle. 

According  to  the  orders  which  I  have  received  from  Admiral  Rey- 
naud  my  intention  is  to  bring  the  Gatinat  to  anchor  at  the  entrance  of 
the  Elizabeth  River,  some  distance  from  Norfolk,  to  transmit  and 
receive  the  official  correspondence  of  France  and  England. 

The  right  of  foreign  ships  of  war  to  enter  blockaded  ports  has  been 
expressly  recognized  by  the  Government  at  Washington  and  should 
not,  consequently,  be  a  subject  of  the  least  doubt.  However,  I  shall 
always  be  disposed,  commodore,  to  receive  and  consider  any  serious 
observations  which  you  may  wish  to  make  to  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  commodore,  your  very  respectful  servant, 

0.  Fabre, 

Le  Capitaine  de  Fregate ,  Commanding  the  Gatinat. 

Commodore  Comdg.  American  Naval  Division, 

Fort  Monroe. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia ,  January  8 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  am  this  moment  in  receipt 
of  your  communication  of  to-day.  Although  as  yet  no  official  advices 
have  reached  me  from  Washington  with  regard  to  the  arrangement  of 
which  you  speak  as  having  been  made  between  Baron  Mercier,  Lord 
Lyons,  and  Mr.  Seward,  still,  upon  your  assurance  of  the  fact,  as  I 
understand  you,  that  the  letters  you  have  to  deliver  are  purely  of  an 
official  character,  I  beg  to  say  to  you  that  I  have  no  objections  what¬ 
ever  to  offer  to  your  going  to  the  anchorage  at  the  entrance  of  Eliza¬ 
beth  River,  with  the  vessel  under  your  command,  if  you  like;  but  I 
would  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  that  perhaps  it  might  suit  your 
convenience  better  for  your  vessel  to  remain  in  these  roads  aud  for  me 
to  furnish  you  with  a  steamer,  as  a  flag  of  truce,  to  convey  either  your¬ 
self  or  anyone  of  your  officers,  and  the  letters  in  question,  to  the  usual 
point  of  intercourse  between  us  and  Norfolk,  which  I  will  do  with  great 
pleasure.  Should  this  idea  be  agreeable  to  you  the  steamer  will  be  at 
your  disposition  to  morrow  morning  at  10  o’clock. 

With  sentiments  of  the  most  profound  respect,  I  am,  your  very  obe¬ 
dient  humble  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captain  C.  Fabre, 

Commanding  H.  I.  M.  S.  Gatinat,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadron,  to  Major-General  Huger,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  Norfolk. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  January  9,  1862. 

General  :  The  captain  of  the  French  man-of-war  steamer  Catinat , 
with  three  of  his  officers,  at  most,  wishes  to  visit  Norfolk  in  order  to 
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communicate  with  the  consul  of  his  nation  at  Richmond,  and  in  this 
wav  to  forward  official  letters  to  the  consuls  of  France  and  England 
residing  at  the  South.  I  have  furnished  him  with  a  steamer  bearing  a 
flag  of  truce,  to  facilitate  his  object,  and  beg  to  commend  lnm  to  your 
kind  consideration.  He  is  sent  here  by  his  admiral  expressly  lor  the 
purpose  in  view. 

I  am,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  J  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Major-General  Benj.  Huger, 

Commanding  Department ,  etc.,  Norfolk,  Ya. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading 

Squadron,  to  Major-General  Wool,  TJ.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  Virginia. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  January  9,  1862. 

General:  I  have  received  orders  from  the  Navy  Department  at 
Washington  not  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  the  CatinaCs  going  to 
Norfolk,  should  her  captain  wish  to  do  so.  She  is  a  French  man-of-war 
steamer  and  now  lies  near  this  ship.  Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  guard 
against  any  contretemps  on  the  part  of  those  under  your  control  con¬ 
cerning  this  matter. 

Hereafter,  Norfolk,  instead  of  Charleston,  is  to  be  the  point  for  dis¬ 
patching  official  letters  to  and  from  foreign  consuls  residing  at  the 
South,  and,  as  I  understand,  an  English  and  French  man-of-war  will 
visit  here  at  intervals,  alternately,  for  the  purpose  of  both  bringing 
and  receiving  those  communications.  The  Catinat  is  the  first  vessel  to 
carry  out  this  purpose  and  I  believe  she,  in  a  few  weeks,  is  to  be  fob 
lowed  by  an  English  man-of-war.  This  arrangement,  as  I  believe,  has 
been  made  by  the  French  and  English  ministers  on  one  side  and  our 
Secretary  of  State  on  the  other. 

Iam  thus  particular  in  writing  to  you  for  fear  that  you  may  not  have 
received,  as  yet,  anything  from  Washington  on  the  subject,  and  with 
the  view  of  guarding  in  season  against  every  possible  difficulty  in 
relation  to  it. 

With  every  sentiment  of  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Major-General  John  E.  Wool, 

Commanding  Department  of  Virginia,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  correspondence 
between  the  State  Department  and  the  British  minister  to  the  United  States. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  January  13,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
11th  instant,  enclosing  for  ray  perusal  a  dispatch  of  the  9tli  instant  from 
Flag-Officer  Goldsborough  and  the  accompanying  copy  of  correspond¬ 
ence  between  that  officer  and  Captain  Fabre,  of  the  French  steam 
corvette  Catinat,  in  relation  to  the  arrangements  for  the  communication 
by  foreign  governments  with  their  consular  agents  in  ports  under 
blockade. 
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In  returning  tlie  papers  which,  accompanied  your  letter  I  transmit, 
pursuant  to  your  request,  a  copy  of  a  circular  of  tlie  4th  of  October 
last  to  the  diplomatic  representatives  of  foreign  powers  accredited  to 
this  Government,  together  with  a  copy  of  subsequent  correspondence 
between  the  British  minister  and  this  Department,  and  of  a  note  to  the 
minister  of  France  of  the  8th  instant.  These  papers  embrace  all  the 
information  on  the  subject  in  this  Department,  except  that  contained 
in  my  letter  to  you  of  the  4th  instant. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  H.  Seward. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tlie  Navy . 


[Enclosures.] 

Department  of  State, 

Washington ,  October  4 ,  1861. 

My  Lord:  I  regret  to  inforn  you  that  information  has  reached  this 
Department  that  foreign  vessels  of  war  which  have  entered  ports  of 
States  in  insurrection  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
under  blockade,  have  in  some  instances  carried  passengers,  and  in 
others  private  correspondence.  It  is  presumed  that  such  proceedings 
could  not  have  taken  place  with  the  knowledge  or  approval  of  the 
Governments  of  foreign  countries.  With  a  view,  however,  to  prevent 
any  misunderstanding  in  future,  it  is  distinctly  to  be  understood  that 
no  foreign  vessel  of  war  which  may  enter  or  depart  from  a  blockaded 
port  of  the  United  States  will  carry  any  person  as  a  passenger  or  any 
correspondence  other  than  that  between  the  Government  of  the  country 
to  which  the  vessel  may  belong  and  the  diplomatic  and  consular  agents 
of  such  country  at  the  ports  adverted  to. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  offer  to  your  Lordship  a  renewed 
assurance  of  high  consideration. 

William  H.  Seward. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons. 

(Same,  mutatis  mutandis ,  to  all  the  ministers  of  foreign  powers 
accredited  to  the  United  States.) 


British  Legation, 
Washington ,  Z>.  6'.,  October  12 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
4th  instant,  relative  to  communications  between  ships  of  war  and  the 
ports  in  the  Southern  States  now  under  blockade. 

You  have  apprised  me  in  that  note  that  information  has  reached  the 
Department  of  State  that  foreign  vessels  of  war,  which  have  entered 
these  ports  since  they  were  blockaded,  have,  in  some  instances,  carried 
passengers,  and  in  others  private  correspondence.  You  were  so  good 
as  to  assure  me  verbally  yesterday  that  no  British  ship  of  war  was 
included  among  those  to  which  your  note  thus  referred. 

Indeed,  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that,  with  a  single  exception, 
no  British  ship  of  war  has  communicated  with  any  of  the  ports  under 
blockade.  The  ship  which  I  except  is  the  Steady.  Of  my  intention  to 
request  the  commander  of  this  ship  to  leave  official  dispatches  at 
Charleston,  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  on  the  18th  of  last  month. 
The  Steady  accordingly  sailed  for  Charleston  a  few  days  afterwards. 
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She  carried  no  letters  except  official  dispatches  from  me  or  other  author¬ 
ities  of  foreign  Governments  in  the  United  States,  and  no  passenger 
excepting  Mr.  Fullerton,  her  Majesty’s  acting  consul  at  Savannah,  who 
was  lauded  at  Charleston  on  his  way  back  to  his  port. 

As  several  of  my  colleagues  have  expressed  to  me  their  desire  to  send 
official  dispatches  to  the  consuls  of  their  respective  Governments  by 
any  of  her  Majesty’s  ships  which  may  hereafter  convey  dispatches  lor 
me  to  the  ports  under  blockade,  I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  will 
inform  me  whether  you  see  any  objection  to  my  forwarding  to  those 
ports,  by  her  Majesty’s  ships,  dispatches  addressed  by  official  authori¬ 
ties  of  foreign  countries  to  other  official  authorities  of  their  own 
countries. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedi¬ 
ent,  humble  servant, 

Lyons. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 


Department  of  State, 

Washington ,  October  14,  1861. 

*  My  Lord  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  12th 
instant  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  4th,  relative  to  the  carriage  of  passen¬ 
gers  and  private  letters  in  vessels  of  war  of  foreign  powers  to  and  from 
ports  of  the  United  States  under  blockade.  In  reply  I  have  the  honor 
to  acquaint  you  that  no  complaint  had  been  made  to  this  Department 
that  any  British  vessel  had  indulged  in  this  practice,  but  insomuch  as 
such  a  proceeding,  if  acquiesced  in  at  all  by  this  Government,  would 
defeat  the  objects  of  the  blockade,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  address 
a  circular  upon  the  subject  to  the  representatives  here  of  the  principal 
maritime  powers. 

No  objection  is  entertained  to  the  transmission  through  the  channel 
of  vessels  of  war  of  friendly  powers  of  any  official  correspondence  with 
the  agents  of  those  powers  in  blockaded  ports. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  offer  to  your  lordship  a  renewed 
assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

William  H.  Seward. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons. 


Washington,  October  17,  1861. 

Sir:  I  beg  to  offer  you  my  thanks  for  the  note  dated  the  14th  instant, 
which  you  have  done  me  the  houor  to  write  to  me  in  answer  to  that 
dated  the  12th  instant,  which  I  addressed  to  you  on  the  subject  of 
transmitting  official  correspondence  by  her  Majesty’s  ships  of  war  to 
the  blockaded  ports. 

It  is  with  reluctance  that  I  importune  you  further  in  this  matter; 
but  as  I  am  very  anxious  to  avoid  all  risk  of  misapprehending  your 
wishes,  I  venture  to  ask  you  whether  I  am  right  in  understanding  that 
you  have  no  objection  to  my  sending  to  the  blockade  ports,  by  her 
Majesty’s  ships  of  war,  not  only  British  official  correspondence  with 
British  authorities,  but  also  the  official  correspondence  of  other  powers, 
friendly  to  the  United  States,  with  the  agents  of  the  same  powers  in 
the  Southern  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

Lyons. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 
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Department  op  State, 
Washington ,  October  18,  1861. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note 
of  yesterday,  and  to  state  in  reply  that  it  was  intended  in  my  previous 
communication,  to  which  it  refers,  to  say  that  official  correspondence  of 
other  powers  with  the  agents  of  those  powers  in  blockaded  ports,  as 
well  as  that  of  British  authorities  with  their  agents,  might  be  sent  by 
British  vessels  of  war. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  lordship  the  assur¬ 
ance  of  my  high  consideration. 

William  H.  Seward. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  January  8,  1862. 

Sir  :  Deferring  to  your  informal  intimation  concerning  the  proposed 
visit  of  the  French  war  steamers  Gatinat  and  Bellone  to  Norfolk  and 
Port  Boyal,  I  now  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  for  your  infor¬ 
mation  the  copy  of  a  letter  of  yesterday,  addressed  to  this  Department 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  subject. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurance 
of  my  high  consideration. 

William  H.  Seward. 

Mr.  Henri  Mercier. 


setter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officei  Goldsborough,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  transmitting  enclosures. 

Navy  Department,  January  17, 1862. 

Sir  :  Your  No.  129  was  received,  enclosing  copy  of  your  correspond¬ 
ence  with  the  commander  of  the  French  corvette  Gatinat.  The  Depart¬ 
ment  advised  you  on  the  7th  January  of  the  proposed  visit  of  that 
vessel  to  Norfolk,  which  advice  had  not  been  received  when  your  dis¬ 
patch  was  written. 

For  your  better  information  of  the  object  of  the  visit  of  the  Gatinat , 
and  of  the  privileges  to  be  allowed,  I  transmit  herewith  extracts*  from 
a  circular  sent  by  the  Department  of  State  to  the  representatives  of 
foreign  governments  in  Washington,  and  from  a  correspondence* 
between  that  Department  and  Lord  Lyons. 

Your  course,  as  indicated  in  your  dispatch,  meets  with  the  approval 
of  the  Department. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obodient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Gomdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Instructions  from  Major-General  McClellan ,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Brigadier- 
General  Burnside,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  operations  against  the  defenses 
of  North  Carolina  in  cooperation  with  the  Navy. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  January  7,  1862. 

General  :  In  accordance  with  verbal  instructions  heretofore  given 
you,  you  will,  after  uniting  with  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  at  Fort 


See  corr  pondence  immediately  preceding. 
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Monroe,  proceed  under  his  convoy  to  Hatteras  Inlet,  when  you  will,  in 
connection  with  him,  take  the  most  prompt  measures  for  crossing  the 
fleet  into  the  bulkhead  into  the  waters  of  the  sound.  Under  the 
accompanying  general  order,  constituting  the  Department  of  North 
Carolina,  you  will  assume  command  of  the  garrison  at  Hatteras  Inlet 
and  make  such  dispositions  in  regard  to  that  place  as  your  ulterior 
operations  may  render  necessary,  always  being  careful  to  provide  for 
the  safety  of  that  very  important  station  in  any  contingency. 

Your  first  point  of  attack  will  be  Roanoke  Island  and  its  depend¬ 
encies.  It  is  presumed  that  the  Navy  can  reduce  the  batteries  on  the 
marshes  and  cover  the  landing  of  your  troops  on  the  main  island,  by 
which,  in  connection  with  a  rapid  movement  of  the  gunboats  to  the 
northern  extremity  as  soon  as  the  marsh  battery  is  reduced,  it  may  be 
hoped  to  capture  the  entire  garrison  of  the  place. 

Having  occupied  the  island  and  its  dependencies,  you  will  at  once 
proceed  to  the  erection  of  the  batteries  and  defenses  necessary  to  hold 
the  position  with  a  small  force.  Should  the  flag-officer  require  any 
assistance  in  seizing  or  holding  the  debouches  of  the  canals  from  Nor¬ 
folk,  you  will  please  afford  it  to  him. 

The  commodore  and  yourself  having  completed  your  arrangements 
in  regard  to  Roanoke  Island  and  the  waters  north  of  it,  you  will  please 
at  once  make  a  descent  upon  New  Berne,  having  gained  possession  of 
which  and  the  railroad  passing  through  it,  you  will  at  once  throw  a 
sufficient  force  upon  Beaufort,  and  take  the  steps  necessary  to  reduce 
Fort  Macon  and  open  that  port.  When  you  seize  New  Berne  you  will 
endeavor  to  seize  the  railroad  as  far  west  as  Goldsboro,  should  cir¬ 
cumstances  favor  such  a  movement.  The  temper  of  the  people,  the 
rebel  force  at  hand,  etc.,  will  go  far  toward  determining  the  question  as 
to  how  far  west  the  railroad  can  be  safely  occupied  and  held.  Should 
circumstances  render  it  advisable  to  seize  and  hold  Raleigh,  the  main 
north  and  south  line  of  railroad  passing  through  Goldsboro  should  be 
so  effectually  destroyed  for  a  considerable  distance  north  and  south  of 
that  a  point  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  the  rebels  to  use  it  to  your 
disadvantage.  A  great  point  would  be  gained  in  any  event  by  the 
effectual  destruction  of  the  Wilmington  and  Weldon  Railroad. 

I  would  advise  great  caution  in  moving  so  far  into  the  interior  as 
upon  Raleigh.  Having  accomplished  the  objects  mentioned,  the  next 
point  of  interest  would  probably  be  Wilmington,  the  reduction  of 
which  may  require  that  additional  means  shall  be  afforded  you.  I 
would  urge  great  caution  in  regard  to  proclamation.  In  no  case  would 
I  go  beyond  a  moderate  joint  proclamation  with  the  naval  commander, 
which  should  say  as  little  as  possible  about  politics  or  the  negro. 
Merely  state  that  the  true  issue  for  which  we  are  fighting  is  the  pres 
ervation  of  the  Union  and  upholding  the  laws  of  the  General  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  stating  that  all  who  conduct  themselves  properly  will,  as  far 
as  possible,  be  protected  in  their  persons  and  property. 

You  will  please  report  your  operations  as  often  as  an  opportunity 
offers  itself. 

With  my  best  wishes  for  your  success,  I  am,  etc., 

Geo.  B.  McClellan, 

Major -  General ,  Commanding  in  Chief. 

Brigadier-General  Ambrose  E.  Burnside, 

Commanding  Expedition. 

P.  S. — Any  prisoners  you  take  should  be  sent  to  the  most  convenient 
Northern  post.  You  can,  however,  exchange  any  of  them  for  any  of 
your  own  men  who  may  be  taken. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Wavy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S. 
Wavy ,  commanding  Worth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  transmitting 
information  regarding  blockade  runners  R.  I).  Shepherd ,  Albert ,  and 
Helen. 


Favy  Department,  January  8, 1862. 

Sir:  Your  attention  is  invited  to  tlie  accompanying  extract  of  a  dis¬ 
patch  addressed  to  tlie  Secretary  of  State,  under  date  of  December  20, 
1SG1,  by  the  IT.  S.  consul  at  Liverpool,  relative  to  the  ship  R.  B.  Shep¬ 
herd ,  tlie  schooner  Albert ,  and  the  bark  Helen ,  which  are  suspected  of 
being  destined  for  ports  in  the  rebellious  States. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  Worth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 

[Enclosure. — Extract.] 

The  R.  D.  Shepherd ,  loading  for  Few  Orleans  and  Few  York,  has 
taken  on  board  500  tons  salt  in  bags,  50  tons  coal,  61  bales  blankets, 
and  200  bales  canvas,  apparently  for  cotton  bagging.  She  is  still  tak¬ 
ing  salt  on  board.  The  agents  state  that  she  is  to  go  to  Havana  and 
there  lay  until  she  can  legally  enter  Few  Orleans,  and  if  that  does  not 
occur  within  six  months,  she  is  then  to  go  to  Few  York  and  discharge. 
She  is  now  English;  was  an  American,  owned  in  Few  Orleans;  is  com¬ 
manded  by  Captain  Gale,  I  believe  a  Few  Orleans  man;  is  930  tons, 
white  ports,  lower  masts  white,  yards  black,  full  figurehead. 

Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  (the  Charleston  house  so  often  mentioned) 
have  entered  the  schooner  Albert  to  load  for  Fassau.  She  has  taken 
nothing  on  board  yet.  She  is  under  the  English  flag,  formerly  belonged 
to  Charleston,  and  ran  the  blockade.  She  is  a  three-masted  schooner 
of  about  350  tons. 

The  Helen ,  also  belonging  to  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  which  ran  the 
blockade  with  the  Bermuda  on  the  2d  of  Fovember,  is  preparing  to 
load,  and  I  have  no  doubt  will  go  south.  She  is  under  the  rebel  flag 
yet;  is  a  bark  of  340  tons,  black  hull,  coppered,  scroll  figurehead. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Wavy  to  Flag-  Officer  Goldsborough ,  TJ.  S. 
Wavy ,  commanding  Worth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  transmitting 
information  regarding  the  steamers  Prince  Albert  and  Consul. 

Favy  Department,  January  9 , 1862. 
Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  for  your  information  an  extract  from  a  dis¬ 
patch,  dated  December  6, 1861,  received  by  the  Secretary  of  State  from 
the  U.  S.  consul  at  Liverpool,  in  relation  to  the  steamers  Prince  Albert 
and  the  Consul. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  TJ.  S.  Worth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 
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[Enclosure.] 

Department  of  State, 

Washington ,  December  26,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information,  a 
copy  of  a  dispatch,  No.  57,  received  from  the  IT.  S.  consul  at  Liverpool, 
respecting  the  steamers  Prince  Albert  and  the  Consul. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  H.  Seward. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Subenclosure.] 

U.  S.  Consulate, 
Liverpool ,  December  6,  1861. 

Sir:  A  screw  steamer  called  the  Prince  Albert  cleared  hence  for 
Cadiz  on  the  4th,  in  ballast.  She  was  formerly  of  the  Galway  line  and 
has  been  lying  up  here  for  some  time  under  the  control  of  a  Mr.  Nling- 
ender,  the  "advertised  agent  of  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.’s  line  of  Charles¬ 
ton  steamers. 

She  lately  changed  hands,  and,  it  was  said,  was  bought  by  a  Spanish 
company  to  run  between  Cadiz  and  a  port  in  the  United  States,  but  I 
can  not  find  anyone  who  knows  who  the  purchasers  really  are.  My 
man  got  it  from  the  steward,  an  Englishman,  that  she  was  going  to 
Cadiz  to  load  for  Savannah,  which  seems  to  tally  with  what  I  have 
heard  from  other  sources  about  the  steamer  Pacific ,  lying  at  Southamp¬ 
ton.  She  sailed  with  nothing  but  coal  on  board,  and  an  ordinary  crew 
composed  of  foreigners.  She  is  brig-rigged,  1,400  tons  register,  and 
mounted  with  two  guns,  about  14-pounders. 

I  have  written  to  the  consul  at  Cadiz  about  her.  The  Danish  or 
Swedish  brig  Carl  Emil ,  172  tons,  sailed  on  the  28th  of  November  for 
St.  Thomas,  West  Indies,  having  as  part  of  her  cargo  20  bales  blankets, 
50  crates,  and  100  boxes,  contents  unknown.  Two  days  after  she  sailed 
80  bags  and  16  cases  gunpowder  were  entered  at  the  custom-house  for 
St.  Thomas,  and  were  most  likely  for  her.  She  has  a  black  hull  with  a 
white  streak  and  a  fiddle  head. 

The  Consul ,  so  often  mentioned  before,  will  sail  to-morrow  or  next 
day.  She  has  taken  on  board  5  cases  labeled  cotton  twist  and  37  bales 

marked  This  being  the  same  mark  that  was  on  the  bales  ship¬ 

ped  per  Cheshire  and  Eliza  Bonsall ,  and  a  portmanteau  sent  on  board 
marked  E.  C.  A.,  initials,  I  believe,  of  Mr.  Anderson,  who  left  on  the 
Fingal,  seem  to  indicate  clearly  the  destination  of  the  vessel. 

1  have  reported  to  me  on  good  authority  a  statement  made  by  Mr. 
Prioleau  that  he  had  made  a  fortune  by  the  Bermuda  venture  and 
should  send  her  again.  You  have  no  doubt  seen  the  report  of  her 
arrival  at  Havre  from  Charleston. 

The  excitement  here  has  somewhat  abated,  but  every  man  seems  to 
have  made  it  up  in  his  own  mind  that  the  opinion  of  the  English  law 
officers  must  be  right,  and  sustained  at  all  hazards.  There  is  a  growing 
desire,  however,  observable  that  the  matter  may  be  referred  to  arbitra¬ 
tion  and  settled  amicably. 

With  high  respect,  I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  H.  Dudley, 

U.  Sk  Consul. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 
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Report  of  Commander  Glisson ,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mount 

Vernon ,  giving  information  regarding  movements  of  blockade  runners. 

U.  S.  S.  Mount  Vernon, 

Off  Wilmington ,  N.  C.,  January  10,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  to  you  that  I  have  received  five  contrabands 
on  board  of  this  vessel  while  off  Wilmington.  They  came  oft'  in  two 
parties.  The  boat  that  the  last  party  came  off  in  was  old  and  worth¬ 
less  and  I  broke  her  up  for  fuel.  The  first  one  I  have  retained,  subject 
to  your  order.  The  contrabands  have  all  been  shipped  and  I  herewith 
enclose  you  a  list  of  their  names,  etc. 

From  these  contrabands  I  gain  the  following  information,  viz,  that 
the  steamer  Gordon  or  Theodora  was  the  vessel  that  I  chased  in  on  the 
20th  of  December  last,  as  reported  to  you  in  my  letter  of  that  date.  I 
further  learn  that  one  of  the  shots  from  this  vessel  passed  through  her 
wheel  house.  If  such  is  the  case,  the  shot  must  have  ricochetted,  as  we 
distinctly  saw  it  strike  the  water  some  distance  this  side  of  the  steamer. 
She  had  in  part  of  a  cargo  of  coffee  and  sugar  and  West  India  fruits. 
She  was  quite  light,  and  only  drew  about  7  feet  of  water.  The  North 
Carolina  is  said  to  be  nearly  loaded  with  cotton  and  turpentine.  She 
is  an  iron  steamer,  schooner-rigged,  with  fore-topsail.  There  is  also  a 
large  schooner  in  port  in  part  loaded  with  lumber,  ready  for  sea. 

Two  English  brigs,  the  Bruce  and  another,  the  name  of  which  I  have 
not  learned,  sailed  on  the  1st  December,  1SG1. 

These  men  confirm  the  report  about  the  sinking  of  vessels  in  the  chan¬ 
nel  at  New  Inlet,  and  state  that  it  is  impossible  for  any  vessel  to  get  in 
by  that  channel  at  this  time. 

Enclosed  I  send  you  a  letter*  from  Lieutenant  Commanding  D.  L. 
Braine,  of  the  FT.  S.  S.  Monticello ,  giving  information  on  that  subject. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  S.  Glisson, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  the  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  Acting  Master  Giddings ,  U.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Henry  Brinker,  to  proceed  to  duty  at  Hatteras 
Inlet. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  January  10,  1862. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  Brinker  under  your  command  to  Hatteras 
Inlet,  using  your  sound  discretion  with  regard  to  the  time  of  departure. 
On  your  arrival  report  to  the  senior  naval  officer  thereat. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Acting  Master  John  E.  Giddings, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Henry  Brinker. 


See  p.  499. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Forth 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  Commander  Smith,  U.  S. Navy,  com¬ 
manding  U.  S.  ship  Congress,  regarding  the  attendance  of  tugs  Zouave 
and  Dragon  upon  the  U.  S.  ships  Congress  and  Cumberland. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Hoads,  January  10,  1862. 

Sir  Before  leaving  here  I  desire  to  say  to  you  that  the  tugs  Dragon 
and  Zouave  are  to  attend  expressly  upon  the  Congress  and  Cumberland 
at  Newport  News,  so  as  to  tow  them  into  an  advantageous  position  in 
case  of  an  attack  from  the  Merrimack  or  any  other  quarter.  Both  tugs 
are  now  here,  and  the  senior  naval  officer  remaining  here  will  be 
instructed  with  regard  to  my  wishes  concerning  the  duty  to  which  they 
are  to  be  applied,  viz,  I  repeat,  to  attend  exclusively  upon  the  Congress 
and  Cumberland,  I  request  that  you  will  arrange  which  one  is  to 
attend  the  Congress  and  which  one  the  Cumberland,  __ 

In  case  all  the  fitments  of  magazines,  etc.,  for  both  or  either  ot  these 
vessels  should  not  be  completed  before  they  get  to  you,  be  good  enough 
to  have  them  finished  by  the  mechanics  of  the  two  ships. 

You  are  at  liberty  to  fix  these  tugs  in  any  way  you  may  think 
best  for  the  purpose  they  are  intended  to  subserve. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Commander  Wi.  Smith, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S[hip]  Congress,  Newport  News. 


p.  s._i  omitted  to  mention,  in  the  hurry  of  writing  the  above,  that 
the  Dragon  is  to  be  armed  with  a  20-poumler  rifled  Parrott  forward 
and  a  24-pounder  brass  smoothbore  aft,  and  the  Zouave  with  a  30-pounder 
rifled  Parrott  forward  and  a  12-pounder  brass  smoothbore  aft..  The 
guns  are  all  here  and  are  being  put  oil  board  as  fast  as  the  arrange¬ 
ments  can  be  made. 

It  maybe  that  until  the  Dragon  can  be  completed  the  Young  America 
will  have  to  take  her  place  with  you.  Should  you  find  fitments  in  any 
particular  incomplete,  I  wish  you  would  finish  them  with  your  own 
mechanics  and  resources. 

Of  course  you  will  use  the  tugs  on  guard  or  any  other  service  you 


may  like. 


L.  M.  G. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  transmitting 
information  regarding  the  steamer  Bermuda. 

Navy  Department,  January  10, 1862. 
Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  dispatch 
dated  December  13,  1861,  addressed  to  the  Department  of  State  by 
the  IJ.  S.  consul  at  Havre,  concerning  the  location  of  the  secret  cocks 
of  the  steamer  Bermuda,  by  which  an  attempt  may  be  made  to  sink 
her  in  case  of  her  capture. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Hoads. 
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[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Consulate, 

Havre ,  December  13 ,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  beg  respectfully  to  state  that  the  secret  cocks  in  the  steamer 
Bermuda,  alluded  to  in  my  dispatch  No.  40,  are  in  the  captain’s  state¬ 
room  in  the  cabin,  starboard  side  of  the  vessel. 

By  raising  mattress  at  foot  of  the  berth  will  be  seen  a  false  bottom  to 
a  locker.  On  raising  the  lid  the  cocks  will  be  exposed. 

If  overtaken  she  would  claim  to  be  in  a  distressed  and  leaking  condi¬ 
tion  ;  if  captured,  the  effort  would  be  to  sink  her  by  putting  on  the 
cocks  in  full  force. 

I  have  no  doubt  from  what  I  learn  that  she  will  again  attempt  to  run 
the  blockade,  loading  in  some  small  English  port  and  clearing  for 
Nassau.  I  have  thought  the  importance  of  the  facts  acquired  from 
time  to  time  would  appear  to  the  Department  to  justify  these  several 
communications. 

I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  O.  Putnam. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

P.  S. — Since  the  writing  of  the  above,  and  just  as  the  mail  is  about 
to  close,  I  have  this  additional  report  from  the  source  of  all  my  infor¬ 
mation  on  this  subject: 

Mr.  Tessier,  master  of  the  Bermuda ,  has  stated  to  my  informant  that 
he  is  to  take  the  command  of  a  new  steamer,  just  built  at  Stockton; 
that  he  shall  run  the  blockade  with  her  if  he  can;  that  he  holds  a  com¬ 
mission  from  the  rebel  authorities  as  privateer.  The  present  first  officer 
of  the  Bermuda  expects  to  be  promoted  to  its  command  in  chief. 

J.  O.  Putnam. 


Orders  of  Flag-Officer  Ooldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  officers  commanding  U.  S.  steamers 
Delaware ,  Morse,  Hunchback ,  Southfield,  Commodore  Barney,  and  Com¬ 
modore  Berry  to  proceed  to  duty  at  Hatter  as  Inlet. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  January  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Delaware  under  your  command  to  Hat- 
teras  Inlet,  using  a  sound  discretion  with  regard  to  time  of  departure. 
On  your  arrival  at  the  inlet  report  to  the  senior  naval  officer  there. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

\L.  M.  Ooldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  P.  Quackenbush, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Delaware. 

(Similar  orders  addressed,  same  date,  to  the  commanding  officers  of 
U.  S.  steamers  Morse,  Hunchback,  Southfield,  Commodore  Barney ,  Com • 
modore  Perry.) 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  Forth 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  to  the  master  of  the  schooner  Howard, 
to  proceed  to  duty  at  Hatteras  Inlet. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  January  11,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  any  unnecessary  delay  with  the 
schooner  Howard  under  your  command  to  Hatteras  Inlet,  and  when 
arrived  there  will  report  to  the  senior  naval  officer  at  the  inlet. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Mr.  Thos.  Clark, 

Master  of  the  schooner  Howard ,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  Acting  Master  Reynolds ,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Philadelphia ,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  Hatteras  Inlet. 

II.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  January  11,  1862. 

Sir:  Proceed  with  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Philadelphia  under  your  command  to 
Hatteras  Inlet,  using  a  sound  discretion  as  regards  time  of  departure. 
On  your  arrival  at  the  inlet  report  to  the  senior  naval  officer  there. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Acting  Master  S.  Reynolds, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Philadelphia. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  Major-General  Wool,  TJ.  S.  Army, 
commanding  Department  of  Virginia,  requesting  assistance  of  the  naval 
brigade. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  January  11,  1862. 
General:  Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  let  me  have  the  promised 
company  of  men  of  the  naval  brigade  to  go  to  Hatteras  Inlet.  One- 
half  of  them  will  be  accommodated  on  board  the  Hunchback  and  the 
other  on  board  the  Southfield.  As  I  desire  to  be  off  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment,  I  should  like  to  have  the  men,  if  practicable,  at  once. 
Captain  Case  will  give  you  any  further  information  upon  the  subject 
you  may  wish. 

With  every  sentiment  of  respect,  I  am,  general,  your  most  obedient 
servant,  • 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Major-General  John  E.  Wool, 

Commanding  Department  of  Virginia,  Fort  Monroe. 
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Letter  from  Commodore  Smith ,  U.  S.  Navy,  Chief  of  Bureau  Yards  and 
Docks,  to  Lieutenant  Worden,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  command  of 
the  U.  S.  S.  Monitor,  under  construction. 

Private.]  January  11,  1862. 

My  Dear  Sir:  1  have  only  time  to  say  I  have  named  you  for  the 
command  of  the  battery  under  contract  with  Captain  Ericsson,  now 
nearly  ready  at  New  York. 

This  vessel  is  an  experiment.  I  believe  you  are  the  right  sort  of 
officer  to  put  in  command  of  her. 

Yours,  truly,  in  haste, 

Jos.  Smith. 

Lieutenant  J.  L.  Worden, 

U.  S.  Navy,  Naval  Rendezvous,  Neiv  York,  N.  Y. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Wool,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department 
of  Virginia,  to  Flag-Officer  Goldshorough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  responding  to  request  for  the 
assistance  of  naval  brigade. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  January  12,  1862. 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  request  on  Friday  I  ordered  one  company  of 
the  coast  guard  to  be  in  readiness  to  join  your  expedition  at  the  time 
you  fixed,  12  o’clock  in.,  on  Monday.  Also  one  for  the  Congress  at 
Newport  News. 

It  is  understood  that  as  soon  as  you  have  accomplished  your  object 
at  Roanoke  Island,  they  will  be  returned. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  E.  Wool, 

Major-  General. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Studley, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Young  Rover. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  January  12,  1862. 

Sir  :  Resume  your  station  in  blockading  off  York  River  at  the  earliest 
practicable  moment. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Acting  Master  I.  B.  Studley, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Young  Rover,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Memorandum  left  by  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough  for  the  senior  naval  officer 
remaining  in  Hampton  Roads  upon  his  departure  for  the  sounds  of 
North  Carolina. 

January  12,  1862. 

Five  tugs  will  be  left  hereabouts,  viz,  the  Zouave,  Dragon ,  Colt  asset, 
Young  America ,  and  Rescue.  The  Zouave  and  Dragon  are  to  be  sent  to 
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Newport  News  and  kept  there  expressly  to  attend  upon  the  Congress 
and  Cumberland  and  to  tow  them  as  may  he  needed  in  case  of  an  attack 
from  the  Merrimack  or  any  other  quarter.  The  other  three  are  to  be 
kept  about  Fort  Monroe  to  attend  upon  our  vessels  and  to  perform 
picket  service  at  night. 

The  Daylight  is  ordered  from  Baltimore  here  as  soon  as  repaired. 
On  her  arrival  send  her  off  York  River  to  blockade,  and  then  the 
Young  Rover  off  the  Rappahannock,  and  the  Dawn ,  now  off  the  Rappa¬ 
hannock,  to  New  York  to  get  her  new  boiler  on  board.  By  this  arrange¬ 
ment  there  will  be  two  vessels  off  the  Rappahannock,  viz,  the  Mystic 
and  the  Young  Rover ,  and  one  off  the  York  River,  viz,  the  Daylight , 
which  is  my  intention. 

Vessels  coming  in  from  off  Beaufort  or  Wilmington,  N.  0.,  must  be 
furnished  with  the  supplies  needed  and  sent  back  to  their  stations  with 
as  little  delay  as  possible. 

Open  all  public  letters  addressed  to  me  and  act  upon  them  as  far  as 
possible.  If  there  be  a  doubt  whether  the  letter  be  public  or  private, 
open  it.  Many  come  to  me  from  other  quarters  than  the  Departments 
of  Government. 

The  Whitehall  being  disabled,  she  can  also  be  stationed  at  Newport 
News,  and  while  there  the  mechanics  of  the  Congress  and  Cumberland 
must  repair  her. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  TJ.  S. 

JYavy ,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  the 

U.  S.  vessels  Savannah  and  Cumberland. 

Navy  Department,  January  13 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  crew  of  the  TJ.  S.  sloop  of  war  Savannah  are  said  to  be 
suffering  to  some  extent  from  scurvy,  and  the  Department,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  giving  them  a  change  of  climate  and  to  afford  them  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  recruiting,  has  ordered  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont  to  send  the 
Savannah  to  Hampton  Roads  to  report  for  duty  in  your  squadron.  The 
Cumberland  will  proceed  to  Port  Royal  as  soon  as  the  Savannah  arrives, 
to  supply  the  place  of  the  latter  in  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadron. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Worden,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commodore  Smith,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  Chief  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  regarding  the  command  of 
the  TJ.  S.  S.  Monitor. 

New  York,  January  13,  1862. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  received  your  letter  of  the  11th  instant  yesterday  and 
thank  you  for  the  feeling  which  prompted  you  to  name  me  for  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  Ericsson  battery.  1  went  immediately  to  see  her,  and, 
after  a  hasty  examination  of  her,  am  induced  to  believe  that  she  may 
prove  a  success.  At  all  events,  I  am  quite  willing  to  be  an  agent  in 
testing  her  capabilities,  and  will  readily  devote  whatever  of  capacity 
and  energy  I  have  to  that  object. 
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If  the  Department  decides  that  I  am  to  have  the  command,  I  would 
like  to  be  ordered  to  her  as  soon  as  possible,  so  that  I  may  acquaint 
myself  with  all  her  points  and  peculiarities. 

Very  truly,  yours,  John  L.  Worden, 

Lieutenant. 

Commodore  Joseph  Smith, 

Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks ,  Navy  Department ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Worden ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to 
assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Monitor. 

Navy  Department,  January  13 , 1862. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  rendezvous,  New  York,  and 
you  will  report  to  Commodore  Paulding  for  the  command  of  the  United 
States  ironclad  steamer  building  by  Captain  Ericsson. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Lieutenant  John  L.  Worden,  U.  S.  Navy, 

New  York. 


[Endorsement.] 

Reported  January  16,  1862. 


[Note  I>y  J.  L.  W.] 

January  30,  Monitor  (the  above)  launched. 
February  25,  Monitor  put  in  commission. 


H.  Paulding, 

Commandant. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborougli,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  transmitting 
statement  of  Master’s  Mate  Abbott,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  information 
obtained  ivhile  a  prisoner  in  the  Confederate  States. 

Navy  Department,  January  14, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  enclose  for  your  information  Master’s  Mate  William  A.  Ab- 
'  bott’s  statement  of  facts  relative  to  the  enemy  learned  while  a  prisoner 
at  Norfolk  and  Richmond. 

Y ery  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  A  tlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 

[Enclosure.] 

Andover,  Mass.,  January  9, 1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  wishes  of  the  Department,  I  have  the  honor 
of  reporting  the  following  facts  concerning  the  enemy,  which  I  learned 
during  my  imprisonment.  At  a  late  hour  of  the  day  on  which  I  was 
released  at  Richmond,  a  gentleman  called  upon  me,  named  Osgood, 
stating  who  and  what  lie  was,  and  gave  me  an  account  of  a  set  of  infer¬ 
nal  machines,  or  torpedoes,  then  being  manufactured  at  the  Tredegar 
Iron  Works,  in  Richmond,  the  invention  of  a  Northern  man.  Mr. 
Osgood  is  an  engineer  by  profession,  well  known  in  New  York,  was  a 
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long  time  in  the  employ  of  the  Collins  Line  of  steamers,  and  more 
recently  in  the  steam  line  from  Charleston  to  Havana.  He  is,  or  was, 
at  the  head  of  a  Union  club  in  Richmond,  and  has  in  various  ways 
added  much  to  the  comfort  of  our  prisoners.  The  rebels  watch  him 
sharply,  knowing  the  ability  of  the  man,  and,  though  he  spurns  very 
great  offers  from  them,  they  are  determined  he  shall  not  aid  us.  He  is 
a  native  of  Haverhill,  in  this  county.  He  stated  that  the  machines 
were  very  complicated  affairs,  and  so  arranged  that  the  destruction  of 
a  part  of  it  does  not  prevent  the  operation  of  the  machine  or  affect  the 
intended  result.  They  are  to  be  taken  down  the  James  River  in  the 
night,  and  to  be  sunk;  at  the  same  time  a  feigned  attack  is  to  be  made 
upon  our  vessels  by  two  steamers  and  a  revenue  cutter.  There  is  not 
necessarily  a  connection  between  the  machines  and  the  shore,  as  the 
explosion  may  be  produced  by  the  mere  striking  of  a  vessel  against  it. 
While  I  was  confined  at  Norfolk,  a  soldier,  who  was  a  carpenter  by 
trade,  and  had  worked  considerable  time  on  the  Merrimack  battery, 
was  brought  in  and  confined  near  me.  He  was  a  Northern  man,  and 
the  day  before  I  was  sent  to  Richmond  he  sent  me  a  file  and  wrench, 
having  previously  informed  me  that  he  would  desert  to  one  of  our  ves¬ 
sels  with  me.  He  told  me  that  the  ends  of  the  Merrimack  are  sharp, 
both  fitted  with  rudders  and  protected,  her  sides  and  top  angling  suf¬ 
ficiently  to  glance  off'  shot.  Each  port  has  a  door  which  shuts  down  as 
the  guns  are  run  in.  On  her  top,  over  each  gun,  is  a  small  barred 
scuttle,  and  these  are  the  only  means  of  obtaining  fresh  air.  He  said 
it  was  the  opinion  of  most  of  the  workmen  that  the  men  could  not  fight 
long  in  so  confined  a  place.  Her  wheel  is  in  the  forward  part,  the 
helmsman  looking  through  bull’s  eyes,  and  she  has  two  engines  of 
great  power,  and  is  pierced  for  twenty  guns.  The  enemy  seem  to  rely 
more  on  her  power  to  run  down  an  opposing  vessel  than  on  the  effect 
of  her  guns.  She  is  also  fitted  with  a  number  of  pipes  for  throwing 
hot  water.  While  on  my  way  to  the  prison  at  Richmond  I  saw  a  num¬ 
ber  of  carloads  of  iron  plates  marked  for  the  Merrimack ;  the  longest 
were  from  10  to  15  feet  long  and  about  an  inch  and  three-quarters 
thick,  the  small  ones  for  bends  from  2  to  2J  inches  in  thickness. 
Although  I  had  a  pretty  fair  view  of  the  navy  yard,  I  saw  only  the 
frigate  United  States,  the  Merrimack,  and  one  or  two  small  schooners. 
The  greater  part  of  the  carriages  for  the  large  columbiads  which  I 
saw  were  of  pine.  I  conversed  at  different  times  with  hundreds  of 
their  officers  and  men,  and  they  all  wished  they  were  at  home,  and 
blamed  their  leaders  very  much.  Some  of  the  guard  at  Richmond 
weremen  who  had  been  paroled  at  fin]  western  Virginia.  There  are  said 
to  be  1,000  stands  of  arms  in  the  hands  of  Union  men  at  Richmond, 
mostly  Northern  men.  During  the  short  time  1  was  at  Richmond,  at 
liberty,  I  visited  a  number  of  the  prominent  hotels,  and  frequently 
heard  expressions  of  regret  at  the  existence  of  this  rebellion.  At  Nor¬ 
folk  I  had  several  short  interviews  with  Union  men,  who  assured  me 
that  there  were  Union  men  enough  in  Norfolk  and  vicinity,  but  that  the 
great  number  of  Southern  troops  prevented  their  speaking  or  acting- 
out  their  true  sentiments.  Between  Grauey  Island  and  Fort  Norfolk  a 
strong  obstruction  of  piles  is  placed.  From  what  I  could  learn  there 
are  in  and  about  Norfolk  15,000  troops,  and  I  think  my  information 
was  obtained  from  good  authority. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  A.  Abbott, 

Master’s  Mate,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 
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Report  of  Captain  Marston,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Roanoke , 
of  the  arrival  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Mount  Vernon  at  Hampton  Roads. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Eoanoke, 
Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia ,  January  15, 1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  steamer  Mount  Vernon 
arrived  this  day  from  off  Wilmington,  and  herewith  enclose  important 
reports*  from  Commander  Glisson,  as  well  as  a  report  from  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Braine  to  Commander  G. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  City. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  flag-officers  commanding  block¬ 
ading  squadrons,  transmitting  information  regarding  the  sailing  of  the 

steamer  Rechid  from  London. 

Navy  Department,  January  15, 1862. 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  extract  of  a  dispatch,  dated  December  27, 
1861,  received  by  the  Secretary  of  State  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Lon¬ 
don,  in  reference  to  the  sailing  from  that  port  of  the  English  iron  screw 
steamer  Rechid  under  suspicious  circumstances. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  8outh  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

Consulate  op  the  United  States  of  America, 

London ,  December  27,  1861. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  last  week  that  the  English  iron 
screw  steamer  Rechid  would  leave  immediately,  as  I  had  reason  to 
believe,  for  one  of  our  Southern  ports.  Permit  me  now  to  report  more 
in  detail  such  circumstances  as  have  come  to  my  knowledge  concerning 
the  fitting  out  of  this  vessel. 

A  partner  in  quite  a  noted  house  here,  and  one  doing  a  large  share 
of  American  business,  had  at  various  times  volunteered  Ins  advice  and 
services  for  the  benefit  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  had  put  me  on 
my  guard  against  certain  movements,  or  preteuded  movements,  of  Con¬ 
federate  agents  here.  On  Friday  of  last  week  I  ascertained  that  this 
very  gentleman  was  interested  in  a  cargo,  consisting  of  salt,  army 
clothes,  medicines,  tea,  coffee,  etc.,  which  was  destined  for  a  Confed¬ 
erate  port.  He  had  reason  to  suspect  that  I  had  knowledge  of  his 
movements  in  the  transaction  and  his  interest  in  it,  and  therefore 
called,  as  he  said,  to  tell  me  that  it  was  a  purely  legitimate  transaction; 
that  the  vessel  and  cargo  were  bound  to  Baltimore,  unless,  before  her 


*  See  pi>.  493,  499,  511. 
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arrival,  hostilities  should  be  commenced  between  England  and  the 
United  States,  which  he  said  he  regarded  as  certain,  in  which  event 
she  would  go  to  a  Southern  port.  I  asked  him,  as  the  steamer  would 
at  once  [leave],  how  the  captain  was  to  learn  whether  tbe  two  countries 
were  in  a  state  of  war  or  not;  and  as  his  port  of  destination  was  to 
depend  on  this  fact,  how  would  he  know  what  port  to  sail  for?  He 
replied  that  all  necessary  information  could  be  learned  on  reaching 
Bermuda. 

I  told  him,  as  the  shipment  was  composed  of  dutiable  articles,  he 
must  bring  in  his  invoice  and  have  the  consular  certificate  attached. 
He  replied  in  substance  that  all  required  forms  should  be  complied 
with ;  but  the  invoices  were  not  brought  to  the  consulate  for  authenti¬ 
cation  of  signatures,  etc. 

The  steamer  sailed  on  Tuesday  last,  and  I  have  no  doubt,  from  all 
the  facts,  but  that  she  and  her  cargo  are  destined  for  a  Southern  port. 
She  was  fitted  out  and  loaded  by  a  strong  company  of  London  mer¬ 
chants,  and  I  learn  another  steamer  with  a  similar  cargo  will  follow 
her  without  delay.  *  *  * 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  Morse, 

Consul. 


Hon.  Wi.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Destruction  of  British  ship  York,  January  16,  1862. 

Report  of  Commander  Prentiss,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Albatross. 

U.  S.  S.  Albatross, 
Hampton  Hoads,  January  24,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  here  from  off  Beaufort, 
N.  C.,  for  supplies.  No  vessel  has  entered  or  left  the  ports  or  the  sta¬ 
tion,  but  on  the  16th  instant  I  found  the  ship  York,  of  Dublin,  of  about 
800  tons  burden,  had  been  run  on  shore  near  Bogue  Inlet,  and  was  dis¬ 
charging  her  cargo  under  the  protection  of  Confederate  troops,  who  on 
my  arrival  retreated  behind  the  sand  hills.  I  anchored  this  steamer  and 
the  Gemsbok  near  her,  and  under  cover  of  our  guns  boarded  and  burned 
her.  The  captain,  I  understand,  has  since  arrived  here,  reporting  his 
having  been  wrecked,  etc.  He  was  bound,  he  says,  to  capes  of  the 
Delaware.  It  is  not  possible  she  could  nave  been  wrecked  there  except 
by  design.  For  many  days  previous  southerly  winds  had  prevailed, 
and  he  must  have  reached  that  point  with  difficulty.  All  the  indica¬ 
tions  were  that  the  vessel  had  been  run  ashore  purposely,  the  anchor 
having  been  dropped  about  150  yards  from  the  shore,  and  the  vessel 
hauled  to  the  steep  beach  broadside  on. 

I  send  you  the  report  of  the  engineer,  surgeon,  etc.,  simply  adding 
that  men  and  officers  have  suffered  great  hardship,  and  the  steamer  is 
so  racked  by  these  winter  cruises  that  she  will  not,  in  my  opinion,  bear 
another. 

I  respectfully  ask  for  a  survey. 

1  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  A.  Prentiss, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  John  Marston, 

Senior  Officer  TJ.  S.  Forces,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.  521 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Anderson,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  at  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  trans- 
mitting  report  of  Captain  Ward,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  at  Swansboro,  N.  C. 

Headquarters  District  of  the  Cape  Fear, 

Wilmington ,  N.  C.,  January  24,  1862. 

SiR:  .1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  extract  from  the  report  of  Captain 
Ward,  in  command  of  the  coast  guard  in  the  northeastern  part  of  this 
district. 

You  have  already  been  advised  of  the  stranding  of  the  British  ship 
I  ork  on  our  coast  near  Bogue  Inlet.  It  now  appears  that  she  has  been 
burned  by  the  enemy’s  blockading  squadron. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Anderson, 
Brigadier -General,  Commanding. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond. 


[Enclosure.] 


Headquarters  Gatlin  Dragoons, 

Swansboro,  N.  C.,  January  17,  1862. 

Dear  Sir:  On  yesterday  morning  about  9  o’clock  my  pickets 
reported  two  blockaders  oft  this  place — one  a  steamer,  supposed  to  be 
the  Albatross ,  the  other  a  bark.  After  reconnoitering  off  and  on  until 
about  2  o’clock,  they  came  to  anchor  about  one-fourth  of  a  mile  from 
the  wreck  of  ship  York  (before  reported),  lowered  six  boats,  contain¬ 
ing  each  about  fifteen  men.  Three  of  the  boats  came  close  alongside 
of  the  wreck  and  threw  over  into  it  some  combustible  matter,  which 
soon  had  the  wreck  in  flames. 

This  morning  early  I  took  a  detachment  of  20  men  and  went  over  to 
the  wreck  and  found  it  still  burning;  no  vessel  in  sight.  The  enemy 
did  not  land  at  all.  We  had  succeeded  in  securing  only  one  fiat  load 
of  rigging;  the  balance  was  ready  on  deck  to  be  taken  off  as  soon  as 
the  weather  would  permit  the  wreckers  to  go  alongside.  The  captain 
of  the  wrecked  ship,  before  leaving  here,  made  an  assignment  of  every¬ 
thing  pertaining  or  belonging  to  the  wreck  by  power  of  attorney  to 
parties  here  for  the  benefit  of  the  underwriters. 

There  [are]  a  great  many  tons  of  wrought  iron  about  her,  but  will 
now  be  hard  to  save,  if  at  all.  I  am  now  [convinced],  and  have  been 
ever  since  seeing  the  crew  and  papers,  that  the  wrecked  skip  York 
was  a  genuine  British  ship. 

******* 


Very  respectfully, 


Roscoe  B.  Heath, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Edwd.  W.  Ward, 

Captain ,  Comm anding. 


Official. 


Wm.  Norwood, 

Aid-de-  Camp. 


Report  of  Captain  Mar ston,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Roanoke, 
of  the  arrival  in  Hampton  Roads  of  the  French  frigate  Pomone. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Roanoke, 
Hampton  Roads,  January  16,  1862. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  the  French  frigate  Pomone 
arrived  this  day  from  New  York,  on  her  way  to  the  West  Indies.  The 
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usual  courtesies  were  immediately  offered  to  her  by  me.  The  Pomone 
is  commanded  by  Commodore  Le  Marquis  de  Montaignac,  who  within 
an  hZ after  his7 arrival  paid  me  a  visit,  and  on  his  depart .nve Iron .the 
ship  I  saluted  the  French  flag  with  thirteen  g^s,  which  was  at  once 
returned  by  the  Pomone .  The  commodore  informed  me  that  prior  to 
leaving  New  York  he  had  taken  the  liberty  of  directing  his  letteis  tor 
this  place  to  be  put  under  cover  to  you,  and  1  assured  him  e\e  y 
attention  should  be  paid  them.  Le  marquis  regretted  extremely  n ot 
seeing  you,  but  hoped  to  do  so  at  some  future  time.  The  Catmat  is 
still  lfere,  and  it  appears  she  is  on  a  different  mission  from T0”th 
The  latter  vessel  is  the  flagship  of  the  Newfoundland  station.  Both 

vessels  are  to  send  flags  to  Norfolk. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  1  J  John  Marston, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Sguadv  on. 


Report  of  Commander  Livingston ,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  ship 
Cumberland ,  acknowledging  Department's  orders. 

U.  S.  Ship  Cumberland, 
Neuport  Neivs ,  January  16,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  order  of 
the  13th  instant,  to  proceed  with  this  ship  to  Port  Koyal,  S.  C.,  on  the 
arrival  of  the  U.  S.  sloop  Savannah  at  Hampton  Roads,  and  report  to 
Flag-Officer  Sami.  F.  Du  Pont  for  duty  as  a  part  of  the  South  Atlantic 

Blockading  Squadron.  .  . 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser\  ant, 

J.  W.  Livingston, 
Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Cumberland. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Worden,  U.  S.  Navy,  appointed  to  the  command  of 

the  JJ.  S.  S.  Monitor. 

New  York,  January  16,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  this  day  reported  for 
duty  for  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  ironclad  steamer  building  by  Cap¬ 
tain  Ericsson. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  L.  Worden, 

Lieutenant. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Belim,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
JJ.  S.  S.  Southfield ,  regarding  a  schooner  carrying  troops. 

U.  S.  S.  Southfield,  January  17,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  left  Hampton  Roads  last  night  at  6  o’clock  and  had  a  fine 
run.  I  passed  a  schooner  outside,  who  requested  me  to  report  him  to 
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you  as  short  of  water.  He  lias  troops  on  board,  and  seemed  to  be 
very  anxious  to  be  towed  in. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  F.  W.  Behm, 

Acting  1  olunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Southfield. 
Commodore  L.  M.  Goldsboro  ugh, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Or dei  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  Commander  Rowan ,  TJ.  S.  Navy  in 
connection  until  his  command  of  the  second  division  of  expedition  in 
Pamlico  Sound. 

F.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Hatteras  Inlet,  January  18,  1862. 

Sir:  On  examining  the  signal  book  somewhat  attentively  since  I 
last  saw  you,  I  And  that  in  dividing  a  division  of  vessels  the  parts  had 
better  be  called  columns  instead  of  sections.  I  have  to  direct,  there¬ 
to1'^  that  you  will  govern  yourself  accordingly  with  regard  to  the 
division  of  vessels  placed  under  your  immediate  command. 

I  have  also  to  direct  you  to  have  our  six  launches  disposed  of  as 
follows,  and  in  season  for  a  movement  to  the  northward:  Two  of  them 
to  be  placed  on  board  the  Southfield,  2  of  them  on  board  tie  Hunchback, 
1  on  board  the  Perry,  and  1  on  board  the  Barney.  They  are  to  be  kept 
on  board  of  those  vessels  out  of  the  way  of  the  guns,  and  are  to  be 
accompanied  in  each  instance  by  the  arms  and  implements  of  every 
description  belonging  to  them. 

I  invite  your  attention  to  the  paragraph  numbered  3,  under  the  head 
of  u  Directions,”  in  the  signal  book,  and  if  enough  u  division  pendants” 
for  your  “  particular  division  »  are  not  on  hand,  I  will  thank  you  to 
have  the  deficiency  made  good  forthwith. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  S.  C.  Bowan, 

Comdg.  Second  Division  of  U.  S.  Expedition  in  Pamlico  Sound. 


Instructions  from  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  to  Commander  Rowan ,  U.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  the  succession  of  command  in  case  of  accident. 

U.  S.  Flag- Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Hatteras  Inlet,  January  20, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  in  case  of  an  accident 
happening  to  me,  you  will  assume  the  command  of  all  the  naval  forces 
concerned  in  the  expedition  in  these  waters;  and  in  case  of  an  accident 
to  both  of  us,  then  Commander  Case  will  take  command  of  those  forces, 
and  so  on  down  in  the  order  of  seniority  through  all  the  naval  officers 
at  present  placed  and  acting  under  my  directions. 

Commander  Hazard,  although  now  here  attached  to  General  Burn¬ 
side’s  branch  ot  the  expedition,  has  not  been  placed  under  my  com¬ 
mand  by  the  Havy  Department,  and  therefore  under  no  circumstances 
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is  he  to  assume  tlie  direction  of  the  nayal  forces  in  vmw,  unless 
expressly  ordered  so  to  do  by  higher  naval  authority  than  myselt. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ^  GoLDgBOROUGH? 

Flag-  Officer. 

c°mmander^^.^C^EowAN,^^^^^  ^  ^  Expedition,  Pamlico  Sound, 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy  commanding  Forth 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  Commander  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy, 

commanding  second  division  of  expedition,  Pamlico  Sound,  regarding 

the  Bormann  fuze.  ^  ^  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Hatter  as  Inlet,  January  20,  1862. 

Sir  •  All  of  our  9-inch  shrapnel,  I  am  assured,  have  the  Bormann  fuze, 
and  as  they  are  to  be  distributed  among  all  the  vessels  carrying  J-inch 
guns,  I  will  thank  you  to  cause  every  care  to  be  taken  that  the  use  of 
this  kind  of  fuze  is  fully  understood  on  board  ot  each  one  ot  them,  and 
also  that  each  is  properly  provided  with  the  little  implement  (or  a  suit¬ 
able  substitute)  for  cutting  the  time  marks.  I  know  positively,  from 
mv  own  experience,  that  even  some  of  our  best  regular  officers  are  to 
this  day  wholly  unacquainted  with  the  peculiarity  of  the  Bormann  tuze, 
and  that  many  have  never  seen  one.  Hence  my  anxiety  upon  the  sub- 

iect  to  which  this  communication  alludes. 

The  ordnance  stores  that  were  at  Annapolis  when  we  left  Hampton 
Boads  and  of  which  we  had  received  advices,  are  all  here  and  on  board 
this  vessel.  Some  of  them  you  may  need  for  immediate  distribution, 
such  as  time  fuzes,  80-pounder  projectiles,  fixed  ammunition  lor  the 
12-pounder,  etc.  If  so,  they  are  at  your  disposal. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Commander  Stephen  C.  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  U.  S.  Expedition ,  Pamlico  Sound. 


Report  of  Commander  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Con¬ 
gress,  regarding  the  insufficient  complement  of  that  vessel. 

IT.  S.  Frigate  Congress, 
Newport  News,  Va.,  January  21,  1862. 
Sir:  The  old  crew  of  this  ship  were  discharged  on  the  13th  instant. 
A  few  men  received  at  Boston  on  [in]  August  last  remained,  and  we 
have  received  from  different  vessels  here  men  enough  to  make  our 
number  267.  To  fill  our  complement  we  still  need  the  following,  viz : 

Seamen .  . 

Ordinary  seamen .  (H 

Landsmen . 

Boys . . . 

One  carpenter’s  mate,  one  cooper .  " 

Nurses .  ~ 

Musicians,  or  instead  ordinary  seamen .  ll 

137 

On  board .  2®7 

Making  ship’s  complement . 104 
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We  have  82  noncommissioned  officers  and  privates  of  the  coast 
guard,  loaned  to  us  by  General  Wool,  but  as  this  is  only  a  temporary 
arrangement,  and  they  may  be  taken  from  us  any  day,  we  can  not  rely 
much  on  their  services.  '  J 

Ihe  present  position  of  this  ship  (threatened  daily  with  attacks  from 
.Norfolk  by  the  Merrimack  and  other  steamers,  and  from  the  James 
Liver  by  the  Patrick  Henry ,  Thomas  Jefferson ,  and  other  steamers, 
submarine  batteries,  torpedoes,  tire  rafts)  makes  it  very  important  that 
we  should  have  our  full  crew.  I  therefore  very  respectfully  request 
that  our  deficiencies  may  be  made  up  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  Smith, 

__  ^  Commanding  U.  S.  Frigate  Congress. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Mars  ton,  U.  S.  Navy , 
senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads,  regarding  the  complement  of  the  U.  S. 
ship  Congress. 


Navy  Department,  January  31, 1862. 

Sir  :  In  reference  to  Commander  Smith’s  letter  of  the  21st  instant, 
asking  for  more  men,  I  regret  to  say  that  it  is  impossible  to  assist  him, 
as  men  do  not  enlist  as  fast  as  required.  If  this  frigate  is  not  capable 
of  defending  herself  at  Newport  News,  the  Department  suggests 
whether  one  of  the  steam  frigates  should  not  relieve  her.  In  the 
absence  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  the  Department  relies  upon 
your  skill  and  judgment  to  defeat  any  attempts  of  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Captain  John  Marston, 

Senior  Officer,  Commanding. 


Gideon  Welles. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Worden,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  allowance  of 
officers  and  men  for  the  II.  S.  S.  Monitor. 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  January  22, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  this  day  of  a  copy 
of  the  contract  with  Captain  Ericsson  for  an  ironclad  battery,  and  the 
accompanying  communication,  dated  the  15th  instant. 

I  have  been  in  consultation  with  Mr.  Stimers  in  relation  to  the  allow¬ 
ance  of  officers  and  men  for  the  battery  and  I  enclose  herewith  a  list,* 
which  we  deem  quite  sufficient  for  the  efficient  working  of  her  battery 
in  action. 

The  ordnance  officer  at  the  yard  informs  me  that  he  has  no  Xl-inch 
guns  on  hand  for  the  battery,  but  that  he  is  soon  expecting  some.  It 
will  take  four  or  five  days  to  sight  them  after  they  arrive. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  L.  Worden, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Commodore  Jos.  Smith, 

Chief  of  Bureau  Yards  and  Bocks. 


Not  found, 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  operations  m  Hatter  as 
Inlet. 

U.  S.  Flag- Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Hatteras  Inlet ,  January  23,  1862. 

Sir:  I  liave  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  arrived  here 
from  Hampton  Roads  in  the  army  transport  [8.  R.]  Spaulding  on  the 
morning  of  the  13th  instant,  just  at  the  commencement  of  a  strong  noi  th- 
east  gale  of  wind,  which  lasted  until  the  morning  of  the  loth,  when,  lor 
the  first  moment,  we  were  enabled  to  commence  movmg  our  naval  ves¬ 
sels  to  a  position  in  the  sound  over  and  beyond  the  bulkhead,  where 
of  them  now  lie  and  have  been  lying  for  several  days,  under  the  imme¬ 
diate  command  of  Commander  Rowan,  in  full  readiness  for  operations 

°f This Sin  effect,  now  gives  us  the  naval  command  of  the  sound;  its 
military  command  will  be  secured  by  taking  Roanoke  Island. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Whitehall,  Perry,  and  Barney,  all  the  ves¬ 
sels  intended  to  serve  on  the  expedition  have  safely  arrived.  J-he 
Whitehall,  in  trying  to  get  here,  became  so  seriously  disabled  that  she 
was  compelled  to  put  back  into  Hampton  Roads,  whence  I  ordered  her 
to  Newport  News,  to  remain  with  the  Congress  and  Cumberland,  whose 
mechanics  will  do  everything  they  can  to  put  her  in  useful  older.  no 
longer  look  for  her  services  on  this  expedition.  In  case  of  an  attack  at 
Newport  News,  she  will  be  of  good  service  there.  She  is,  doubtless,  the 
worst  sea  boat  of  all  the  ferryboats  with  which  I  have  had  to  do,  and 
certainly  the  most  unfortunate. 

Why  the  Perry  and  Barney  have  not  arrived  here  is  more  than  i 
know.  They  ought  to  have  left  Hampton  Roads  more  than  a  week  ago. 
As  they  are  both  armed  with  9-inch  guns,  I  should  greatly  prefer  to  have 
their  services,  but  in  an  onward  movement  I  shall  not  wait  a  moment 

for  them.  .  . 

General  Burnside  is  here  with  the  most  of  his  vessels  and  all  of  his 
troops.  He  reached  this  inlet  in  the  Picket,  simultaneously  with  my 
arrival  in  the  Spaulding. 

Owing  to  various  serious  difficulties  it  was  not  in  his  power  before 
yesterday  to  make  any  rapid  progress  in  getting  his  vessels  over  the 
bulkhead.  Some  of  the  difficulties,  I  fear,  will  prove  insuperable,  but 
many  of  them  will  be  surmounted  in  a  day  or  two;  then  we  shall  at  once 
move  together  to  our  destined  point  of  attack. 

The  channel  way  of  this  bulkhead  is  shallow,  narrow,  and  tortuous. 
Under  the  most  favorable  circumstances  scarcely  an  inch  more  than  7J 
feet  of  water  can  be  found  in  it.  It  was  only  by  the  greatest  exertions 
and  perseverance  on  the  part  of  my  officers  and  men,  and  by  turning 
every  possible  expedient  to  prompt  account,  that  our  vessels  of  the 
heaviest  draft  (some  of  them  drawing  quite  8  feet)  were  worried  through 
this  perplexing  gut;  and  it  was  in  contending  with  this  difficult  pas 
sage,  with  our  vessels  struggling  along  unavoidably  one  by  one,  that  I 
first  expected  opposition  from  the  enemy,  but  nothing  of  the  sort 
occurred.  Until  quite  recently  he  was  in  the  habit  of  visiting  this 
neighborhood  weekly,  and  amusing  himself  by  keeping  just  out  of 
harm’s  way  and  expending  ammunition  from  rifled  guns  at  the  vessels 
in  this  harbor.  In  no  instance,  however,  did  any  projectile  of  his  ever 
reach  any  one  of  them.  I  had  occasion  to  send  out  a  steamer  day  before 
yesterday  to  ascertain  if  a  certain  buoy  in  the  sound  was  still  in  its 
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place,  and  while  engaged  upon  this  service  she  discovered  two  rebel 
s  earners  m  the  distance.  On  the  fact  being  communicated  to  Com¬ 
mander  Rowan  he  instantly  put  after  them  with  several  of  our  steam¬ 
ers,  but  they  at  once  took  to  flight,  and  were  too  far  off  to  be  overhauled 

Any  decided  approach  now  to  this  quarter  on  the  part  of  the  enemy, 
with  all  the  force  he  can  muster,  would,  to  a  moral  certainty,  result  in 
his  speedy  capture  or  destruction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you,  herewith,  a  list  of  the  vessels  over 
the  bulkhead  and  in  readiness  for  operations,  showing  the  names  of 
their  commanders  and  the  character  of  their  armament. 

Jdmiwry  26.—' The  above  was  written  to  go  by  the  Spaulding  on  the 
"-*d,  but  a  severe  gale  of  wind  has  detained  her.  Since  then  the  Com¬ 
modore  Perry  has  arrived,  and  General  Burnside  has  succeeded  in  get¬ 
ting  a  considerable  number  of  his  vessels  over  the  bulkhead.  Things 
now  look  hopeful,  and  I  sincerely  trust  that  we  shall  be  at  the  enemy 
very  soon.  The  Commodore  Barney ,  I  am  informed,  was  to  have  sailed 
two  hours  or  so  after  the  Perry.  I  therefore  look  for  her  every  moment. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborotigh, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 


H.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Hatter  as  Inlet,  January  19,  1862. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  vessels  now  over  the  bulkhead  and  in 
readiness  for  service,  showing  the  names  of  their  commanders  and  the 
character  of  their  armament : 


Names  of  vessels. 


Names  of  commanders. 


Armament. 


Stars  and  Stripes . 

Louisiana . 

Hetzel . 

Underwriter . 

Delaware . 

Valley  City . 

Southfield . 

Hunchback . 

Morse . 

Whitehead . 

Seymour . 

Shawsheen . 

Lockwood . 


Lieutenant  Commanding 
Werden. 

Lieutenant  Commanding 
Murray. 

Lieutenant  Commanding 
Davenport. 

Lieutenant  Commanding 
Jeffers. 

Lieutenant  Commanding 
Quackenbush. 

Lieutenant  Commanding 
Chaplin. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Commanding 
Behm. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Commanding 
Colhoun. 

Acting  Master  Hays . 

Acting  Master  French. . . . 

Acting  Master  Wells . 

ActingMaster  Wood  ward. 

Acting  Master  Graves. . . . 


4  8-inch,  of  55  cwt. ;  1  20-pounder  Parrott. 

1  8-inch,  of  63  cwt. ;  1  32-pounder,  of  57  cwt. ;  2  32- 
pounders,  of  33  cwt. ;  1  12-pounder  rifled  Dahlgren. 
1  IX-inch;  1  80-pounder,  rifled. 

18-inch,  of  63  cwt.;  1  80-pounder, rifled ;  112-pounder, 
rifled;  1  12-pounder,  smoothbore. 

1  IX-inch;  132-pounder,  of  57  cwt. ;  1 12-pounder,  rifled. 

4  32-pounders,  of  42  cwt. ;  1 12-pounder,  rifled. 

3  IX-inch;  1  100-pounder,  rifled. 


3  IX-inch;  1  100-pounder, rifled. 


2  IX-inch. 

1  IX-inch. 

1  30-pounder,  rifled;  1 12-pounder,  rifled. 

2  20-pounders,  rifled. 

1  80-pounder,  rifled;  1  12-pounder,  rifled ;  112-pounder, 
smoothbore. 


Ceres . . 

Putnam 

Brinker. 

Granite. 


Acting  Master  MacDiar- 
mid. 

Acting  Master  Hotchkiss. 
Acting  Master  Giddings.. 
Acting  Master's  Mate 
Boomer. 


1  30-pounder,  rifled ;  1  32  pounder,  of  33  cwt. 

1  20-pounder,  rifled ;  1  32-pounder,  of  33  cwt. 
1  30-pounder,  rifled. 

1  32-pounder,  of  57  cwt. 
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The  above  force  exhibits  as  follows : 

IX -inch . 

100-pounders,  rifled . 

80-pounders,  rifled . 

8-inch,  63  . . 

8-inch,  55  cwt . 

32-pounders,  57  cwt . 

32-pounders,  42  cwt . 

32-ponnders,  33  cwt . 

30-pounders,  rifled . 

20-pounders,  rifled . . 

12-pounders,  rifled . 

12-pounders,  smoothbore . 

Total . 


Guns. 

.  11 

.  .  2 

.  3 

.  .  2 

.  4 

.  3 

.  4 

.  ....  4 

.  3 

.  4 

.  .  6 

.  2 

.  48 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  flag-officers 

the  blockading  squadrons  regarding  the  maintenance  of  an  effective 

blockade  of  Southern  ports. 

Navy  Department,  January  23,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  importance  of  a  rigorous  blockade  at  every  point  under 
vour  command  can  not  be  too  strongly  impressed  or  felt.  By  cutting 
off  all  communication  we  not  only  distress  and  cripple  the  States  in 
insurrection,  but  by  an  effective  blockade  we  destroy  any  excuse  or 
pretext  on  the  part  of  foreign  Governments  to  aid  and  relieve  those 

who  are  waging  war  upon  the  Government.  _ 

There  is  a  manifest  desire,  if  not  determination,  m  certain  quarters 
to  break  the  blockade,  and  the  apology  therefor  will  be,  if  possible,  a 
want  of  vigilance  or  efficiency  on  the  part  of  our  squadrons  in  guarding 
the  coast  in  such  a  manner  as  to  interdict  communication.  While  con¬ 
fiding  to  your  practical  knowledge  and  judgment  the  disposition  ol  the 
vessels  committed  to  you,  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  warn  you  of  the  dif¬ 
ficulty  alluded  to,  and  at  the  same  time  to  suggest  that,  except  when 
required  by  pressing  necessity,  there  should  not  be  a  concentiation  ot 
vessels  at  any  given  point,  but  that  they  should  be  spread  so  as  to 
make  the  blockade  effective  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  coast  under 
your  supervision.  Most  of  the  important  ports  are  well  guarded,  though 
occasionally  we  hear  that  a  vessel  has  run  the  blockade  in  bad  weather, 
or  in  darkness,  or  at  points  least  likely  to  attract  attention.  Every  case 
of  this  kind,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  is  noted  and  laid  up  as  evidence 
that  the  blockade  is  not  effective,  and  therefore  is  to  be  disregarded  by 
those  Governments  whose  subjects  may  become  clamorous  for  supplies 
from  the  States  blockaded. 

The  Department  is  aware  of  the  difficulties  you  are  compelled  to 
encounter;  it  has  been  gratified  with  the  ability  and  resources  which 
you  have  brought  into  requisition  to  carry  out  the  policy  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment,  and  I  wish  in  this  communication,  warning  you  of  what  may 
be  apprehended  from  foreign  interference,  provided  there  is  any  want 
of  vigilance  or  effectiveness  in  any  quarter  in  keeping  up  a  rigid  block¬ 
ade,  to  express  my  commendation,  and  also  my  confidence  that  you 
will,  even  in  this  stormy  season,  with  such  force  as  is  at  your  disposi¬ 
tion,  interdict  communication  at  every  point,  and  thus  destroy  any 
pretense  for  breaking  or  attempting  to  break  the  blockade, 
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As  fast  as  we  can  augment  our  force,  or  spare  vessels  from  other 
points,  we  shall  endeavor  to  reenforce  your  command;  in  the  meantime 
our  reliance  must  be  on  your  own  powers  and  capability  in  the  squadron 
that  you  have. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 


Flag  Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Gideon  Welles. 


Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough  (dated  January  25, 1862), 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont  (dated  January  25, 1862), 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Worden,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  the  complement  of  officers  arid  men  for  the  U.  S.  S.  Monitor. 

Navy  Department,  January  24, 1862. 
Sir  :  Arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  to 
supply  guns  to  the  Ericsson  ironclad  battery.  The  complement  of 
officers  for  the  battery  will  be  in  accordance  with  your  suggestions. 
Two  master’s  mates  may  be  added  if  there  are  accommodations  for 
them.  The  complement  should  be  increased  so  as  to  allow  as  nearly  as 
possible  a  full  crew  to  each  gun,  taking  into  consideration  the  available 
force  from  the  engineer’s  department.  Some  of  the  petty  officers  might 
be  dispensed  with,  should  the  limited  accommodations  of  the  battery 
prevent  this  increase. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  John  L.  Worden, 

Navy  Yard,  New  York. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Bryson ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Chippewa, 

regarding  a  contraband. 

G.  S.  Gunboat  Chippewa, 

Off  Wilmington,  N.  G.,  January  24,  1862. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  night  of  January 
11  a  contraband  came  alongside  this  ship.  He  was  received  on  board 
and  shipped  for  one  year  at  the  compensation  of  $10  per  month.  •  Ham¬ 
ilton  Davis  (name  of  contraband)  corroborates  the  statement  made  by 
contrabands  on  board  the  Monticello  of  New  Inlet  having  been  blocked 
up  by  the  rebels. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Bryson, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  Louis  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  8. 
Navy ,  regarding  the  U.  S.  ship  Congress. 

Navy  Department,  January  24 , 1862. 
Sir:  When  you  think  the  Congress  can  he  spared  from  Hampton 
Roads  send  her  to  Boston. 

I  am,  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant,  Welles. 

Flflo--0£ficer  L.  M.  Goldsborough,  ^  , 

SComdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  flag-officers  commanding 
blockading  squadrons ,  regarding  the  preparation  and  movemen  j 
blockade  runners  in  foreign  ports. 

Havy  Department,  January  24,  1862. 
Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  extracts  from ^ a  dis¬ 
patch  dated  the  3d  instant,  received  by  the  Secretary  of  State  f 
the  U  S.  consul  at  Liverpool,  m  relation  to  the  R.  1).  8  Hep  tier  a,  tn 
Albert,  the  Flla,  the  Liberia,  and  the  John  Barbour,  vessels  th at  w 
nttpmiif  it  is  suspected,  to  run  the  blockade;  also  extracts  from  a  dis- 
patch  diked  the  25th  ultimo,  received  by  the  Secretary  of  State  from 
the  U  S.  minister  at  Constantinople,  announcing  the  departure  tiom 
that  port  of  the  British  screw  steamer  Circassian,  under  circumstances 
that  lead  to  a  suspicion  that  she  is  destined  for  some  point  m  the  lebel 

StThe'lI.  S.  minister  at  Brussels  informs  the  Secretary  of  State  that  lie 
had  received  a  telegram  announcing  the  sailing  of  the  three-masted 
French  steamer  Tage  from  Marseilles,  on  the  2d  January,  with  <>00 
Me"  of  army  Soth“  pm  chased  by  the  rebel  agents  The  Tage  cleared 
for  Havana,5  but  it  is  thought  probable  the  cloth .will .be  taken  to 
Tampico  and  resliipped  to  some  port  m  the  insurrectionary  States. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedrent  servant, 

Bias-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough,  v  , 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 

Flag-Officer  Wm,  W,  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont,  7  „  n 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  0. 

Captain  D.  G.  Farragut,  „  7 

Appointed  to  command  West  Gulf  Block.  Squad.  Hampton  Roads. 

[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  Consulate,  Liverpool,  January  3, 1862. 

Sir:  Mr.  Morris,  U.  S.  minister  at  Constantinople,  writes  me,  Decem¬ 
ber  25  that  the  British  steamer  Circassian  has  cleared  from  that  port 
for  the  United  States  under  suspicious  circumstances,  and  adds:  Our 
opinion  here  is  that  she  is  bound  to  a  rebel  port  m  the  United  States. 

I  have  made  enquiry  about  the  Circassian  and  learn  she  is  a  large 
iron  screw  steamer  of  about  1,800  tons  burden,  three  masts,  full  rigged, 
with  but  one  funnel,  and  at  the  time  she  left  Liverpool  some  months  ago 
with  her  hull  painted  black. 
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The  R.  I).  Shepherd,  referred  to  in  former  dispatches,  went  into  the 
river  yesterday  and  will  probably  sail  to-day. 

The  Albert,  referred  to  in  former  dispatch,  is  now  ready  for  sea.  She 
belongs  to  the  Charleston  house  [of]  Fraser,  Trenliolm  &  Co. 

The  Ella,  owned  by  the  same  house,  is  loading  for  Bermuda  and 
Nassau;  has  taken  on  board  100  rolls  of  canvas;  she,  with  the  Albert 
is  intended  to  run  the  blockade. 

Fernie  Brothers  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  are  now  loading  two  vessels; 
one,  the  Liberia,  of  855  tons,  the  other  the  John  Barbour,  924  tons  bur¬ 
den;  the  former  for  Vera  Cruz  [Mexico],  the  latter  for  Halifax  [Nova 
Scotia].  I  am  credibly  informed  that  both  of  these  vessels  are  destined 
for  the  Southern  ports  and  intend  to  run  the  blockade.  I  am  also 
informed  that  this  house  now  has  on  the  sea  several  other  vessels  to 
run  the  blockade,  which  have  cleared  for  British  or  Mexican  ports. 

This  house  [of]  Fernie  Brothers  &  Co.  own  the  Admiral ,  which, 
I  see  by  the  papers,  has  been  captured  off  Savannah.  She  cleared  here 
on  the  12th  of  September  last  for  St.  John,  New  Brunswick. 

I  will  send  in  my  next  a  description  of  the  Liberia  and  John  Barbour 
and  their  cargoes. 

I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  bills  of  entry  furnished  to  me  by  the  cus¬ 
tom-house  here  of  the  captured  ships  Cheshire  and  Admiral. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  H.  Dudley, 

U.  S.  Consul. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

N.  B. — Since  writing  the  above,  one  of  my  detectives  has  obtained  a 
more  accurate  and  minute  description  of  the  vessels  referred  to.  I 
enclose  the  paper.  The  John  Barbour,  he  informs  me,  is  to  sail  to¬ 
morrow. 


[Subenclosure.] 

January  3, 1862. 

Ship  Liberia,  of  Liverpool,  855  tons,  Captain  Johnson;  now  lying  in 
No.  4  Sandon  graving  dock.  Hull  dark  green,  coppered;  white  scroll 
on  stern ;  Liberia,  Liverpool,  in  black  letters  on  white  ground.  Full 
rigged;  masts  and  spars  painted  white.  Three  boats  on  boat  beams, 
in  front  of  poop;  keel  uppermost;  painted  blue  to  water  mark,  and 
painted  white  from  water  mark  to  keel.  Long  house  amidships,  painted 
white,  containing  cook  house  and  officers’  rooms.  Now  under  repairs. 
Half  bust  of  female,  painted  white,  for  figurehead. 

Circassian,  S.  S.,  1,387  tons;  full-rigged  ship.  Black  hull,  with  a 
yellow  stripe  round  the  molding,  level  with  the  deck.  Female  figure¬ 
head,  painted  white.  One  chimney,  pink  color,  top  black. 

Ship  John  Barbour,  of  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  924  tons,  Captain 
Ivey.  Hull  painted  black,  coppered.  Carvings  and  name  on  stern 
painted  white.  Full-length  figure  of  John  Barbour,  painted  white. 
Lower  masts  painted  plain  oak,  with  iron  hoops  on  fore  and  main  masts 
painted  white ;  topmasts  bright;  yards  black.  Two  boats  aft,  painted 
white,  on  davits,  each  side  of  poop  deck.  A  large  house  amidships, 
painted  white,  with  cook  house,  etc.  A  long  boat  on  top  of  house 
painted  black,  keel  upwards;  also  quantity  of  spare  spars,  ropes,  etc. 
Brass  hand  railing  from  top  of  poop  deck  to  main  deck,  each  side  of 
stairs.  A  life  buoy  hanging  at  stern,  painted  white,  and  John  Barbour, 
St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  in  black  letters.  Sides  from  poop  deck  to 
the  top  painted  white.  Going  out  to-morrow  (January  4). 
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Legation  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Constantinople,  December  25,  1861. 

******* 

A  British  steamer  of  the  name  of  the  Circassian  cleared  from  this 
port  December  20,  under  such  suspicious  circumstances  that  I  deem  it 
my  duty  to  advise  the  Department  of  l  he  fact.  She  cleared  tor  the 
United  States  and  sailed  on  that  day.  I  was  not  aware  of  her  intended 
clearance  till  her  departure.  The  departure  hence  of  a  steamer  tor 
such  a  destination  is  of  itself  an  extraordinary  circumstance,  but 
coupled  as  it  is  with  great  secrecy  of  movement,  the  fact  is  yet  more 
striking.  The  presumption  naturally  is  that  she  is  destined  tor  a  rebel 
port  in  the  United  States,  where,  if  she  runs  the  blockade,  she  will 
probably  be  sold  and  converted  into  a  man-of-war. 

This  vessel  has  for  several  years  been  engaged  in  the  trade  between 
Liverpool,  Constantinople,  and  Trebizond,  and  is,  I  believe,  partially 
owned  by  Greeks.  She  has  been  carrying  the  Greek  flag  on  the  tore 
and  the  British  aft.  She  is  about  1,000  tons  burden,  a  screw  steamer, 
with  a  round  stern  and  sharp  bow,  and  painted  black.  I  have  not  been 
able  to  ascertain  her  cargo,  as  she  came  in  from  the  Black  Sea  the  day 
of  her  clearance  here.  If  she  sailed  originally  from  Trebizond  she  may 
have  a  cargo  of  saltpeter,  as  that  port  is  the  point  of  shipment  lor  the 
saltpeter  of  Armenia,  where  large  lakes  of  it  exist. 

******* 


Report  of  Captain  Marston ,  U.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads, 
regarding  coal  supplied  to  tugs  chartered  by  the  War  Department. 

U.  S.  S.  Roanoke, 
Hampton  Roads,  January  25,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  report  to  you  that  I  this  day  had  an  application 
from  S.  Flanagan,  esq.,  of  Philadelphia,  for  35  tons  of  coal  for  four 
tugs  chartered  from  him  by  the  War  Department  for  General  Burn¬ 
side’s  expedition.  Mr.  Flanagan  informed  me  he  had  applied  to  Gen¬ 
eral  Wool  for  coal,  and  that  General  Wool  had  told  him  that  he  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it,  as  it  belonged  to  the  Navy.  These  tugs  have 
now  been  here  ten  days,  at  an  expense  of  $300  per  day  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment.  Under  these  circumstances  I  have  thought  it  advisable  to  give 
them  the  coal,  and  trust  my  so  doing  will  meet  your  approbation.  I 
can  not,  however,  see  why  the  coal  should  not  have  been  supplied  by 
the  military  department  at  this  place,  but  I  would  have  preferred  pay¬ 
ing  for  the  coal  myself  rather  than  there  should  have  been  any  draw¬ 
back  to  an  expedition  so  important  in  its  character,  and  in  which  the 
Navy  is  so  closely  connected. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commander  Parlter,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Cam¬ 
bridge,  of  the  grounding  of  a  light-boat  in  Lynn  Haven  Bay,  Virginia. 

U.  S.  S.  Cambridge, 

Off  Cape  Henry,  Virginia,  January  26,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  the  light-boat  stationed  at  the  tail  of  the 
Horseshoe  was  discovered  this  morning  shortly  after  daylight  to  be 
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bard  and  fast  on  shore  at  Lynu  Haven  Bay,  about  8  miles  from  the 
light  house  on  Cape  Henry. 

We  approached  to  a  safe  distance  to  reconnoiter,  but  could  see  no 
one  on  the  beach  or  on  board  the  light-boat.  The  sails  had  been 
removed. 


I  consider  that  it  will  be  difficult  to  get  her  afloat  under  the  circum¬ 
stances,  as  auy  attempt  of  this  kind  would  probably  be  opposed  bv  the 
rebels  on  shore.  J 


Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Captain  John  Marston, 

Senior  Officer  in  Command 


War.  A.  Parker, 

Commander. 

,  TJ.  S.  8.  Roanoke,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Captain  Marston ,  U.  8.  Wavy,  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads, 
regarding  the  movements  of  vessels. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Roanoke, 
Hampton  Roads,  January  27,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  arrival  yesterday  of  the 
U  S.  brig  Perry ,  bound  to  Aspinwall,  and  this  day  the  steamers  Day¬ 
light  and  Monticello,  the  former  from  Baltimore,  and  will  be  at  once 
dispatched  to  the  Rappahannock  to  relieve  the  Dawn ;  the  latter  from 
off  Wilmington  [N.  C.],  for  repairs  and  stores. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 

TT  Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Captain  Marston ,  17.  S.  Navy ,  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads 
regarding  the  detention  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Jamestown. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Roanoke, 
Hampton  Roads,  January  27,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  24th  instant  is  received,  and  in  reply  beg 
leave  to  inform  you  that  the  Jamestown  is  still  here,  having  been 
detained  from  being  in  readiness  for  sea  by  the  very  stormy  weather 
we  have  had  at  this  place;  but  I  am  urging  her  commander  to  make 
every  exertion  to  get  on  his  station,  and  she  will  sail  at  the  earliest 
practicable  moment. 

The  schooners  George  Mangham  and  Adolph  Eugel  are  here  waiting 
the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  schooner  T.  A.  Ward,  with  stores  for  them.  I 
shall  follow  your  instructions  to  advise  the  Department  of  all  arrivals. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


1 
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V 

Report  of  Lieutenant  Worden ,  U.  8.  Wavy,  regarding  the  complement  of 
officers  and  crew  for  the  77.  S.  S.  Monitor. 

Navy  Yard,  Few  York,  January  27,  1862.  . 

Sir:  I  liave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation  of  the  24th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  complement  ot  officers  and 

crew  for  Ericsson’s  ironclad  battery. 

In  estimating  the  number  of  her  crew,  I  allowed  15  men  and  a  quar¬ 
ter  gunner  for  the  two  guns,  11  men  for  the  powder  division,  and 
for  the  wheel,  which  I  deem  ample  for  the  efficient  working  of  her  guns 
in  action.  That  would  leave  12  men  (including  those  available  in  the 
engineer’s  department)  to  supply  deficiencies  at  the  guns,  caused  by 
sickness  or  casualties.  I  propose  to  use  a  portion  of  the  petty  officers 
at  the  guns,  and  in  naming  the  number  of  that  class  I  thought  I  would 
be  enabled  to  obtain  a  better  class  of  men  for  that  purpose. 

It  is  believed  that  17  men  and  2  officers  in  the  turret  would  be  as 
many  as  could  work  there  with  advantage;  a  greater  number  would  be 
in  each  other’s  way  and  cause  embarrassment. 

The  limited  accommodations  of  the  battery  and  the  insufficiency  of 
ventilation  renders  it  important  that  as  few  as  is  consistent  with  her 
efficiency  in  action  should  be  put  in  her. 

In  relation  to  master's  mates,  one  might  be  ordered;  more  would 
overcrowd  her  accommodations  and  seems  to  be  unnecessary. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  L.  Worden, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Favy  Department,  January  27, 1862. 
Proceed  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  Hatteras  Inlet  and  report  for 
duty  to  senior  naval  officer  there.  Return  to  Hampton  Roads  by  the 
7th  of  February  next. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  D.  Harrell, 

Commanding  77.  8.  S.  Miami,  Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia. 


Report  of  Captain  Marston,  77.  8.  Navy,  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads , 
regarding  the  condition  of  the  77. 8.  steamers  Whitehall  and  Monticello. 

IT.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Roanoke, 

Hampton  Roads,  January  28,  1862. 
Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  you  Chief  Engineer  Loring’s  report  on  the 
Monticello  and  Whitehall ,  by  which  you  will  see  that  extensive  repairs 
are  necessary  for  both  these  vessels.  I  feel  so  anxious  for  the  Monticello 
to  be  at  her  station  again  that  I  feel  bound  to  recommend  that  that 
vessel  be  sent  to  Baltimore  for  repairs,  as  they  can  be  done  at  a  much 
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less  waste  of  time  than  if  executed  liere.  You  will  perceive  that  the 
loss  of  the  Monticello  and  the  Albatross  decreases  our  blockading  force 
very  materially. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 

_  Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Report  of  Captain  Marston ,  U.  S.  Mary,  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads , 
regarding  provisions  and  stores. 

IT.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Roanoke, 
Hampton  Roads ,  January  28,  1862. 

Sir:  I  last  evening  received  from  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough  a  letter 
dated  the  17th  instant,  directing  me  to  send  to  him  by  1st  to  oth  of 
March  sixty  days  of  provisions,  small  stores,  etc.,  for  1,000  men.  I  have 
made  arrangements  with  Paymaster  Looker  to  have  all  those  articles 
kept  ready  at  an  hour’s  notice,  irrespective  of  those  for  other  purposes. 
I  hope  to  hud  a  vessel  here  that  I  can  charter,  but  if  not  within  a  week 
or  so,  I  shall  sena  north  to  have  one  here  in  time,  unless  otherwise 
directed  by  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Captain  Marston ,  V.  S.  Navy ,  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads, 
regarding  information  received  from  contrabands. 

IT.  S.  S.  Roanoke, 
Hampton  Roads,  January  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  report  that  15  contrabands  made  their  escape 
from  Sewell’s  Point  last  night  and  were  picked  up  by  one  of  our  tugs. 

These  contrabands  state  that  there  are  30  guns  at  Sewell’s  Point,  one 
of  which  is  11-inch;  that  there  are  5  guns  between  Sewell’s  Point  and 
the  Rip  Raps,  one  of  them  being  directly  opposite  that  place.  There 
are  about  2,500  troops  at  Sewell’s  Point,  most  of  them  from  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  Georgia,  and  Louisiana.  They  heard  that  the  Merrimaclc  was 
taken  out  of  clock  yesterday,  but  did  not  see  her.  There  are  from  4,000 
to  5,000  troops  at  Norfolk,  and  that  1,200  were  sent  from  thence  to 
Roanoke  Island  on  Saturday,  the  26th. 

Will  you  please  inform  me  what  I  shall  do  with  the  contrabands  who 
are  not  required  for  the  service. 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 
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[Endorsement.] 

Ship  such  contrabands  if  wanted.  If  not,  they  can  be  turned  over 
to  the  Army  for  employment,  or  permitted  to  go  to  New  York  or  Phila¬ 
delphia  as  there  is  opportunity,  provided  you  are  satisfied  they  are  not 

di8l05,al-  [WELLES.] 


Report  of  Captain  Marston,  U.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads, 
regarding  the  U.  8.  ship  Congress. 

U.  S.  S.  Roanoke, 
Hampton  Roads,  January  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  24th  instant,  relative  to  the  Congress  going  to 
Boston,  is  at  hand;  but  as  long  as  the  Merrimack  is  held  as  a  rod  over 
us  I  would  by  no  means  recommend  that  she  should  leave  this  place. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  T).  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Qoldsborough,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North  At¬ 
lantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  the  preparations  for  the  attack 
on  Roanoke  Island. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Pamlico  Sound,  January  29,  1862. 

Sir  :  Since  my  last  communication  to  the  Department,  dated  J anuary 
23  and  26,  nothing  of  moment  has  occurred  in  this  quarter  beyond  the 
getting  of  a  number  more  of  the  vessels  belonging  to  General  Burn¬ 
side’s  branch  of  the  expedition  over  the  bulkhead  and  the  arrival  of 
the  Barney.  Both  this  vessel  and  the  Perry  got  over  the  bulkhead 
promptly,  and  they  make  the  number  of  our  naval  vessels  now  there, 
exclusive  of  the  Philadelphia,  19,  and  increase  the  number  of  their 
9-incli  guns  from  11  to  15.  Nothing  whatever  detains  us  from  making 
an  onward  movement  but  the  difficulties  attending  the  army  branch  of 
our  forces,  and,  indeed,  this  has  been  the  case  ever  since  the  19tli 
instant.  Were  it  not  for  the  number  of  troops  the  enemy  has  on 
Roanoke  Island  and  the  absolute  necessity  for  our  troops  to  assist  in 
subduing  them,  after  the  reduction  of  its  several  forts,  and  then  to 
occupy  it  immediately  in  force,  I  should  have  moved  off  alone  with  my 
own  branch  of  the  expedition  more  than  a  week  ago;  but  as  things 
stand  my  hands  are  emphatically  tied,  and  certainly  my  patience  is 
well-nigh  exhausted.  All  that  I  can  do  with  prudence,  so  far  as 
Roanoke  Island  is  concerned,  is  to  wait  until  General  Burnside  can  get 
himself  ready,  and  this  will  yet  require  several  days  more  of  good 
weather.  He  has  been  compelled  to  lighten  many  of  his  vessels  of 
everything  in  order  to  get  them  over  the  bulkhead,  which,  of  course, 
involves  the  necessity  of  reloading  and  of  reembarking  troops,  and  also 
of  consulting  suitable  opportunities  for  the  purpose. 

In  view  of  what  is  to  be  done  after  the  taking  of  Roanoke  Island, 
and  the  actual  state  of  things- in  regard  to  General  Burnside’s  vessels, 
I  beg  to  say  that  in  my  judgment  it  would  be  of  immense  benefit  to  our 
operations  if  all  the  smaller  class  of  new  gunboats,  drawing  not  over 
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feet  of  water,  and  especially  those  having  a  rudder  at  each  end, 
could  be  sent  to  me  as  early  as  practicable. 

January  30.— The  steamer  that  was  to  have  been  dispatched  yester¬ 
day  by  the  army  for  Hampton  Roads,  and  to  have  conveyed  this  com¬ 
munication  among  others,  did  not  leave,  and  will  not,  I  am  now  informed, 
until  this  afternoon.  Since  yesterday  three  more  of  General  Burnside’s 
vessels  have  been  gotten  over  the  bulkhead,  and  all  of  them  of  an 
important  consequence  in  the  way  of  conveying  his  troops.  He  has 
now  enough  over,  I  think,  to  accomplish  our  ends  at  Roanoke  Island, 
and  I  dare  say,  from  our  conversation  yesterday,  that  he  himself  is  ot 
the  same  opinion.  If  so,  we  shall  certainly  soon  be  off  for  that  quarter, 
provided  the  weather  continues  to  allow  reloading  and  reembarking. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  my  officers  and  men  enjoy  excellent  health, 
and  all  are  exceedingly  anxious  to  measure  arms  with  the  enemy.  None 
entertain  a  shadow  of  doubt  as  to  the  result,  unless,  forsooth,  he  has 
availed  of  our  unexpected  and  protracted  delay  here  to  strengthen 
himself  most  materially.  We  have  no  very  recent  intelligence  from 
Roanoke  Island,  nor  can  we,  despite  of  efforts,  procure  any.  As  to  the 
condition  of  things  there  three  weeks  ago  we  are  pretty  well  posted. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Forth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  J).  C. 


Instructions  from  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  Commander  Rowan ,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  second  division  in  Pamlico  Sound,  regarding  the 
shortening  of  fuzes  in  making  attack. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Pamlico  Sound,  January  30,  1862. 

Sir:  In  passing  through  the  marshes,  where  it  is  quite  certain  we 
shall  encounter  the  enemy,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  we  shall  have 
to  go  considerably  nearer  to  his  guns  than  the  distance  due  to  a  5-second 
fuze  of  1,400  yards,  and  this  will  require  that  those  fuzes  should  be 
shortened  correspondingly  in  order  to  make  the  shells  tell  in  the  most 
effective  manner.  I  desire  therefore  that  you  will  put  the  commanding 
officers  of  your  division  on  their  guard  upon  this  point,  and  direct 
them,  if  necessary,  how  the  fuzes  may  be  properly  shortened.  By  con¬ 
sulting  the  pilots,  and  assuming  that  the  enemy  has  a  battery  just 
abreast  of  the  little  island  at  the  marshes,  which  island  we  shall  have 
to  leave  on  our  starboard  hand  in  going  through,  the  distance  in  view 
can  be  nearly  ascertained.  I  intend  no  delay  in  going  through  the 
marshes,  but  every  vessel  is  to  dash  ahead  as  fast  as  she  can  and 
at  the  vessels  of  the  enemy,  which,  probably,  will  be  drawn  up  to  give 
us  a  first  meeting  just  inside  the  marshes  and  within  supporting  dis¬ 
tance  of  the  small  battery  said  to  be  placed  thereat.  Our  first  hard 
fighting,  I  think,  will  be  at  Pork  Point,  on  Roanoke  Island,  and  about 
that  point  the  enemy’s  vessels  may  again  meet  us  after  being  driven  from 
the  marshes;  or,  indeed,  they  may  first  meet  us  there.  As  at  present 
advised  the  landing  of  our  army  will  take  place  at  Sandy  Point.  If 
there  be  a  battery  there,  about  which  doubts  are  entertained,  it  will 
have  to  be  silenced  at  once,  in  order  to  get  the  army  on  shore;  but  from 
the  best  information  I  can  gather  we  shall  find  it  vacant. 
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Use  your  own  discretion  entirely  about  having  any  5-second  fuzes 
shortened  in  anticipation  of  our  getting  up  to  the  marshes. 

The  generals  all  assure  me  that  they  will  certainly  be  ready  to  move 
in  a  day  or  two,  weather  permitting.  Our  first  move  will  be  from  this 
to  an  anchorage  a  few  miles  this  side  of  the  marshes.  There  we  sha  1 
remain  during  the  night,  being  careful  to  show  no  lights,  and  the  next 
morning  at  daylight  we  shall  move  onward  and  do  our  best.  1 

not  the  evening  before,  1  shall  hoist  my  flag  on  board  the  Southfield. 
I  wish  a  good  lookout  kept  for  signals  that  I  may  make  from  wherever 
my  flag  may  be  exhibited,  and  every  care  to  be  observed  m  their 
execution. 

Yerv  respectfully?  your  most  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  Stephen  0.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Second  Division ,  U.  S.  Expedition ,  Pamlico  Sound, 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Marston,  U.  S.  Navy, 
senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads ,  regarding  repairs  to  vessels. 

Navy  Department,  January  30, 1862, 

Sir  :  Any  of  the  vessels  at  Hampton  Roads  requiring  repairs  which 
can  be  made  at  Baltimore  will  be  sent  to  that  place  for  the  purpose 
without  waiting  for  instructions  from  the  Department.  Flag-Officer 
Goldsborough  has  already  received  directions  to  this  eflect  from  the 
Department. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  Gideon  Welles. 

Captain  John  Marston, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Roanoke,  and  Senior  Officer  present. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  January  30,  1862. 

I  congratulate  you  and  trust  she*  will  be  a  success.  Hurry  her  for 
sea,  as  the  Merrimack  is  nearly  ready  at  Norfolk  and  we  wish  to  send 

her  here.  _ 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 

J.  Ericsson, 

New  York. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  probable  date  of  attack  upon 
Roanoke  Island. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Pamlico  Sound,  North  Carolina,  Friday,  January  31,  1862. 
Sir:  General  Burnside  has  now  over  the  bulkhead  all  the  vessels  of 
his  branch  of  the  expedition  that  he  needs,  and  he  assures  me  that  on 
Monday  next  at  the  furthest  he  will  be  ready  to  move.  If  so,  then  we 
shall  start  for  Roanoke  Island,  unless  prevented  by  bad  weather. 

*  This  refers  to  the  launching  of  the  Monitor. 
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According  to  information  which  we  received  last  night  the  enemy  has 
2,300  men  on  the  island,  and  5,000  at  Nag’s  Head.  The  latter,  no  doubt, 
are  intended  for  the  twofold  purpose  of  securing  a  retreat  by  the  sea¬ 
side  aud  of  preventing  us  from  approaching  Norfolk  by  that  way,  of 
which  serious  dread  seems  to  be  entertained.  From  what  we  gather, 
the  forts  on  the  island  have  not  been  materially  strengthened. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  />.  C. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Goldshorough ,  tJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  to  Commander  Rowan ,  U.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  second  division  in  Pamlico  Sound,  regarding  distribution 
of  additional  men. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Pamlico  Sound ,  January  31,  1862. 

Sir  :  There  has  just  arrived  here  a  company  of  men  belonging  to  the 
Army,  numbering  about  90,  all  of  whom  are  sailors  except  four  or  five, 
and  General  Burnside  is  very  willing  for  us  to  have  the  men  distributed 
among  our  vessels.  I  wish  you  would  get  them  and  dispose  of  them 
where  most  needed.  Apply  to  the  general  for  the  purpose.  They  will, 
I  think,  answer  us  admirably. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Comdg.  Second  Division ,  U.  S.  Expedition ,  Pamlico  Sound. 


Report  of  Captain  Marston,  U.  S.  Navy,  Senior  Officer  in  Hampton 

Roads,  regarding  firing  heard  in  the  direction  of  Beaufort  and  Roanoke 

Island,  North  Carolina. 

U.  S.  S.  Roanoke, 
Hampton  Roads,  February  1 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  arrival  during  the  past 
night  of  the  bark  Gemsbok ,  from  Beaufort,  N.  C.  Captain  Cavendy 
informs  me  that  on  Tuesday,  the  28tli  ultimo,  he  heard  heavy  firing  in 
the  rear  of  Beaufort,  but  has  no  conjecture  as  from  whom  it  proceeded. 
Captain  C.  also  reports  that  on  Thursday,  the  30th  ultimo,  at  9  o’clock 
a.  ra.,  while  off  Roanoke  Inlet,  he  heard  heavy  firing  in  the  direction  of 
Roanoke  Island,  leaving  on  my  own  mind  no  doubt  that  Flag-Officer 
Goldsborough  is  at  work. 

Captain  Cavendy  reports  verbally  the  Gemsbok’’ s  mainmast  as  rotten 
and  other  disabilities.  As  soon  as  I  receive  his  written  report  I  shall 
order  a  survey  and  report  to  you  the  result. 

The  weather  is  stormy,  with  rain,  which  detains  the  Jamestown  from 
sailing.  The  Jamestown  has  been  under  sailing  orders  for  two  days 
past. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy.  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  to  the  senior  officer  off  Wilmington , 
N.  C .,  to  send  the  U.  S.  S.  Chippewa  off  Nag’s  Head  to  dislodge  the 
enemy. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Pamlico  Sound,  February  1,  1862. 

Sir  :  We  have  received  information  that  the  enemy  has  concentrated 
a  force  of  some  5,000  men  at  Nag’s  Head,  which,  as  you  are  doubtless 
aware,  lies  about  40  miles  to  the  northward  and  westward  of  Cape 
Hatteras.  Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this,  I  wish  you  to  dispatch 
the  Chippewa  to  go  off  that  place,  approach  it  as  nearly  as  prudence 
and  safety  will  permit,  and  dislodge  the  enemy  if  he  be  there.  He  is 
said  to  be  stowed  away  in  the  woods  thereabouts.  Shelling  will  prob¬ 
ably  compel  him  to  stir  and  show  himself.  We  have  an  abundant  sup¬ 
ply  of  coal  at  Hatteras  Inlet,  and  any  vessel  of  ours  not  drawing  over 
11  feet  can  procure  it  there.  Should  it  be  that  the  Chippewa  can  not 
be  so  dispatched,  let  the  next  best  steamer  for  the  purpose  now  off' 
Wilmington  be  sent  to  the  point  indicated  without  delay.  Whether 
the  enemy  be  discovered  or  not,  1  wish  a  report  made  to  me  at  Hatteras 
Inlet  of  the  result  of  the  reconnoissance. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Senior  II.  S.  Naval  Officer, 

Blockading  off  Wilmington ,  N.  C. 

P.  s._Lt  would  be  well  in  any  event  for  the  vessel  to  remain  off 
Nag’s  Head  for  several  days  after  she  gets  there,  as  we,  in  a  day  or  two 
from  this,  weather  permitting,  are  to  advance  upon  Roanoke  Island, 
and  the  enemy  may  be  compelled  to  retreat  by  the  way  of  Nag’s  Head. 
Then  her  guns  could  play  upon  him  with  great  advantage  to  our  purposes. 

Tj.  m.  g. 

p.  s.— Again :  The  shore  along  and  about  Nag’s  Head,  I  am  informed, 
is  comparatively  bold,  and  may  be  approached  by  a  vessel  of  moderate 
draft  quite  within  good  and  effective  cannon  range.  A  vessel  off'  there 
will  be  able  to  hear  very  distinctly  any  firing  going  on  at  Roanoke 
Island.  Indeed,  she  may  place  herself  at  a  distance  scarcely  exceeding 
3  miles  or  so  from  that  island. 

L.  M.  G. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  giving  information  received  from  Con¬ 
federate  deserters. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Pamlico  Sound,  February  1, 1862. 

Sir  :  The  army  steamer  to  have  left  yesterday  for  Hampton  Roads 
did  not  depart,  in  consequence  of  bad  weather.  Five  of  the  enemy’s 
soldiers  came  to  us  yesterday  from  Middletown,  Hyde  County,  N.  O., 
in  a  small  schooner,  loaded  with  wood,  which  they  had  taken,  without 
authority,  to  effect  their  escape.  They  tell  us  that  at  least  two  thirds  of 
the  population  of  both  Hyde  and  Beaufort  counties  are  in  favor  of  the 
Union,  but  that  the  poor  are  held  in  entire  subjection  by  the  rich;  and 
also  that  the  greatest  consternation  exists  with  regard  to  this  expedi¬ 
tion.  I  infer  from  their  remarks  that  the  Merrimack  may  have  been 
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let  out  of  dock,  and  may  I  ask  therefore  if  it  would  not  be  well  to 
send  the  Ericsson  or  any  other  ironclad  steamer  that  may  be  ready, 
to  Hampton  Roads  as  early  as  practicable,  in  order  to  contend  with 
that  vessel  on  her  own  terms"? 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 

February  2. — Supposing  the  report  to  be  true  that  the  enemy  had  con¬ 
centrated  5,000  men  at  Rag’s  Head,  I  yesterday  sent  an  order  to  the 
senior  naval  officer  off  Wilmington,  R.  C.,  to  dispatch  the  Chippeiva 
forthwith  to  that  place  to  dislodge  him  if  there,  and  to  ascertain  the 
tact  by  throwing  some  shells  among  the  woods  where  he  is  said  to  be 
sheltered.  In  case  of  any  difficulty  about  the  Chippeiva ,  the  next  best 
steamer  at  hand  off  Wilmington  is  to  be  sent  in  her  place.  Whichever 
steamer  be  sent,  she  is  to  remain  off*  Rag’s  Head  several  days  after 
reaching  there,  so  that,  in  case  of  a  retreat  of  the  enemy  from  Roanoke 
Island  by  that  way,  Ins  progress  may  be  interrupted.  The  officer  is 
informed  of  the  probable  time  that  our  attack  unon  the  island  will  take 
place,  and  he  can  place  himself  within  easy  hearing  distance  of  the 
scene.  An  army  steamer  conveyed  my  communication  to  Wilmington. 

General  Burnside  assures  me  that  he  will  be  ready  to  move  by  to-mor¬ 
row  morning.  Eothing  else  in  the  world  detains  me  from  moving  at  a 
moment’s  warning. 

L.  M.  G. 


Order  of  Captain  Marston,  U.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Boads, 
to  Lieutenant  Braine ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  II.  S.  S.  Monticello,  to 
proceed  with  that  vessel  to  Baltimore  for  repairs. 

U.  S.  S.  Roanoke, 
Hampton  Boads,  February  2,  1862. 

Sir  :  You  will  proceed  to  Baltimore  with  the  Monticello,  under  your 
command,  for  the  purpose  of  having  your  engine  repaired  and  put 
in  order;  to  do  which  you  will  employ  either  of  the  three  following 
establishments,  viz:  Messrs.  John  Wells  &  Son,  Hazlehurst  &  Co.,  or 
Charles  Reeder.  You  will  please  make  the  best  terms  you  can  for  the 
Government  with  the  establishment  you  may  choose  to  employ,  and 
inform  me  what  the  probable  cost  will  be,  as  well  as  from  time  to  time 
how  you  proceed. 

You  will  use  every  possible  means  in  your  power  to  forward  the 
repair  of  your  engine  and  return  to  this  plaoe  at  the  earliest  day 
you  can. 

If  the  receiving  ship  at  Baltimore  can  accommodate  your  men  with¬ 
out  tresspassing  too  much  on  the  crew  of  that  vessel,  you  can  place 
your  men  on  board  of  her.  1  would  impress  on  you  the  necessity  of  your 
returning  to  Hampton  Roads  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  D.  L.  Braine, 

Commanding  Monticello. 
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Report  of  Captain  Marston,  U.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads, 
regarding  the  movements  of  United  States  vessels. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Roanoke, 

Hampton  Roads,  February  2,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  two  letters  of  tire  31st  ultimo,  and  their 

contents  attended  to.  ,  „ 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  I  have  this  day  sent  the  steamer  Mon- 
ticello  to  Baltimore  for  repairs  of  her  engine.  I  gave  Lieutentant 
Commanding  Braine  the  names  of  three  establishments  from  which  to 
choose,  all  said  to  be  good  machinists,  viz:  John  Wells  &  Son,  Hazle- 
hurst  &  Co.,  and  Charles  Reeder,  directing  him  to  make  the  best  terms 
for  the  United  States  in  his  power.  I  would  also  report  that  the  U.  S.  S. 
Hartford  went  to  sea  this  morning.  The  Jamestown  made  the  attempt 
to  do  so,  but  the  wind  was  too  scant  and  the  pilot  determined  not  to 
move.  She  will  sail  the  first  opportunity. 

The  Daylight  proceeded  this  day  off'  York  River,  and  on  her  arrival 
there  the  Dawn  will  go  to  New  York  for  her  boiler. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Instructions  from  Flag-Officer  Coldsborough,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  Commander  Rowan,  U.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  second  division  in  Pamlico  Sound. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Pamlico  Sound,  Sunday,  February  2,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  wish  you  to  have  two  steamers  detailed  to  take  in  tow  the 
Granite  and  Howard  when  we  come  to  move  Irom  this,  which,  as  at 
present  advised,  will  probably  be  early  to  morrow  morning. 

I  want  Lieutenant-Commanding  Jeffers,  on  our  approaching  Long 
Point  Shoal  [Long  Shoal  Point  ?],  to  place  a  buoy  on  its  outer  or  east¬ 
ern  extremity  in  case  of  finding  that  one  is  not  there  already ;  and, 
as  he  may  require  the  Granite's  services  for  the  purpose,  perhaps  his 
vessel  had  better  be  the  steamer  to  take  her  in  tow. 

When  the  time  arrives  for  getting  the  squadron  underway,  the  neces¬ 
sary  signal  will  be  made  by  me.  The  second  division,  under  your 
immediate  command,  is  to  be  the  leading  one,  observing  the  distribu¬ 
tion  of  columns,  with  as  many  vessels  of  each  arranged  abreast  in  the 
course  of  our  advance  toward  the  marshes,  as  circumstances,  con¬ 
venience,  and  safety  will  permit. 

In  order  to  distinguish  the  vessel  on  board  of  which  yon  may  at  any 
time  be,  and  for  the  security  of  regularity  and  system,  it  is  proper  that 
you  should  have  and  keep  hoisted  on  board  other  the  red  division  flag 
prescribed  by  the  signal  book,  and  this  course  I  desire  you  to  observe. 

On  reaching  the  neighborhood  of  the  place  where  I  now  intend 
anchoring  after  leaving  here,  I  shall  give  notice  by  first  making  the 
preparatory  signal,  and  I  shall  wish  the  vessels  of  your  division  to 
anchor  in  advance  of  all  the  rest. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  S.  C.  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Second  Division ,  U.  S.  Expedition,  Pamlico  Sound. 
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Order  of  Commander  Rowan ,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  commanding  naval  division  in 

Pamlico  Sound ,  to  the  commanding  officers  of  columns,  regarding  the 

advance  upon  Roanoke  Island. 

U.  S.  S.  Delaware, 
Pamlico  Sound,  February  2,  1862. 

Gentlemen  :  In  passing  this — the  marshes — where  it  is  thought  we 
shall  meet  opposition  from  a  battery  on  the  port  side  and  perhaps  the 
enemy’s  vessels  in  front  and  starboard  bow,  I  deem  it  advisable  to  move 
the  squadron  through  the  narrow  pass  in  the  river  laid  down  in  the 
accompanying  paper.  By  referring  to  this  paper  it  will  be  seen  that 
my  object  is  to  preserve  the  order  of  advance  in  three  columns  abreast 
till  we  approach  the  pass,  where  the  leaders  of  the  columns  will  so 
arrange  themselves  on  a  bow  and  quarter  bearing  on  the  Stars  and 
Stripes  which  will  enable  each  of  the  three  vessels  to  keep  up  a  tire  on 
the  fort  in  approaching  and  passing  it.  Having  passed  the  battery,  the 
order  abreast  will  be  restored,  after  which  we  must  be  governed  by 
circumstances. 

It  is  said  in  high  quarters  that  we  sail  to-morrow. 

I  send  shot  plugs  to  be  distributed  by  the  officers  to  their  columns. 

Let  it  be  understood  that  each  leader  keeps  his  column  intact,  with 
instructions  to  preserve  their  respective  stations,  and  not  break  the 
columns  unless  ordered  to  do  so  by  signal  to  the  commanders  of  col¬ 
umns  from  this  vessel,  or  the  commander  in  chief,  wherever  his  flag 
may  be. 

Wishing  all  success,  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[S.  C.  Rowan,] 

Commanding  Naval  Division  of  Forces  in  Pamlico  Sound. 

Captain  Weeden, 

Commanding  First  Column. 

Captain  Murray, 

Commanding  Second  Column. 

Captain  Davenport, 

Commanding  Third  Column. 

Should  there  not  be  room  to  pass  in  three  columns,  the  second  column 
will  give  way  and  fall  in  the  rear  of  the  third,  and  restore  order  as  soon 
[as]  the  narrows  are  passed. 


Letter  from  Captain  Van  Brunt,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Min¬ 
nesota,  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  referring  to  the  C.  S.  S.  Virginia 
( Merrimack ). 

IT.  S.  S.  Minnesota,  February  2, 1862. 
My  Dear  Goldsborough:  I  have  just  learned  that  a  vessel  (trans¬ 
port)  would  leave  this  evening  for  Hatteras.  I  am  very  anxious  to  hear 
from  you.  The  Gemsbok  passed  Hatteras  on  the  29tli  and  heard  heavy 
firing  in  the  vicinity  of  Roanoke  Island,  which  put  us  all  upon  the  qtd 
vive.  I  send  you  a  number  of  letters  and  some  newspapers.  We  have 
very  little  news  here.  The  Merrimack  is,  without  doubt,  out  of  dock  and 
almost  ready  for  a  move.  I  am  anxiously  expecting  her  and  believe  I 
am  ready,  but  I  have  doubts  about  her  venturing  out  of  Elizabeth  River. 
I  understand  they  have  been  putting  down  moorings  for  her  about  a 
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mile  inside  of  Sewell’s  Point,  and  should  not  be  surprised  if  she  was 
only  used  for  harbor  defense,  as  I  am  told  she  floats  with  hei  looting  2, 
feet  underwater,  and  that,  in  consequence,  she  can  carry  no  battery. 
She  is  exceedingly  crank  and  would  be  unsate  if  she  happened  to  get 

across  the  tides  and  might  turn  turtle. 

I  hope  all  the  stores  sent  have  arrived  safely.  1  leas»e  tell  Gase  i  win 
send  those  I  was  obliged  to  order  from  Baltimore  as  soon  as  possible. 
Your  gin — have  you  received  it?  It  was  sent  by  same  conveyance  as 
the  provisions  (by  Kemberly),  but  I  trust  you  will  have  no  occasion  tor 
its  use. 

The  backgammon  does  not  flourish  since  you  left.  Doctor  Dillaicl 
has  been  detached  through  the  intercession  of  some  of  his  friends  and 
left  us  on  Friday.  This  parting  with  old  friends  is  unpleasant.  Doctor 
Wood  has  been  ordered  to  relieve  him  as  fleet  [surgeon]. 

Farragut,  in  his  flagship,  the  Hartford ,  who  has  been  here  three  or 
four  days,  sailed  this  morning  for  his  command.  Commander  Bell  is 
his  fleet  captain  and  Commander  R.  Wainwright  commands  the  ship. 


Your  old  friend  and  messmate, 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Hatteras  Inlet. 


G.  J.  Yan  Brunt. 


Report  of  Flag- Officer  Goldsborough ,  77.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  North 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  of  consultation  with  Brigadier- General 

Burnside ,  77.  S.  Army. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

'  Pamlico  Sound,  February  3,  1862. 

Sir  :  General  Burnside  was  not  quite  ready  to  move  his  force  this 
morning,  and  had  he  been  the  weather  would  have  detained  us.  He 
has  just  left  this  vessel,  after  holding  with  me  a  full  and  free  consul¬ 
tation  with  regard  to  the  details  of  our  operations.  Our  plans  are  as 
fully  matured  as  they  ivell  can  be,  and  everything  between  us  is,  I 
think,  sufficiently  understood.  He  will  certainly  be  ready  to  start 
very  soon. 

This  morning  19  contrabands,  as  they  are  popularly  called,  came  over 
to  us  from  Middletown,  Hyde  County,  N.  C.;  4  of  them  are  men,  5  are 
women,  and  the  rest  children.  At  my  request  General  Burnside  has 
ordered  all  of  them  to  be  received  and  cared  for  at  Fort  Hatteras. 
They  afford  us  no  information  of  value. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag- Officer ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Marston,  77.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads, 
regarding  certain  vessels  of  the  blockading  force. 

U.  S.  S.  Roanoke, 
Hampton  Roads,  February  3,  1862. 

Sir:  I  had  this  pleasure  on  the  29th  ultimo,  informing  you  what  I 
had  done  relative  to  your  provisions,  which  I  have  no  doubt  will  be  with 
you  at  the  appointed  time. 
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I  have  to  report  that  the  Albatross  and  Monticello  have  come  in,  both 
Tvitli  their  machinery  so  much  out  of  order  as  to  require  extensive 
repairs,  and  the  hull  ot  the  former,  especially  in  her  upper  works,  so 
very  defective  as  to  be  beyond  repairing  with  our  force  of  mechanics. 
1  have  been  directed  by  the  Department  to  send  them  to  Baltimore, 
whence  the  Monticello  sailed  yesterday,  and  the  Albatross  will  follow 
as  soon  as  some  things  are  done  for  her. 

The  commanders  of  these  vessels  have  strict  injunctions  to  effect 
their  repairs  with  all  possible  dispatch  and  return  to  this  place  instanter. 

Ihe  Gemsbok  arrived  yesterday  and  reported  all  well  off  Beaufort, 
none  ot  the  vessels  having  escaped  from  thence,  but  that  one  schooner 
attempted  to  do  so  and  got  on  shore  (inside),  where  she  now  lays  hiffh 
and  dry. 

The  Gemsbok  reports  her  fore  and  main  masts  rotten,  and  other 
detects,  and  I  have  ordered  a  survey  on  her,  which,  as  soon  as  the 
storm  subsides,  will  enter  on  its  duties.  I  am  in  hopes  that  the  Gemsbok 
will  not  be  detained  from  her  station;  if  she  is,  there  will  be  three  ves¬ 
sels  absent.  It  is  now  blowing  strong  from  E.  S.  E.,  with  snow.  I  have 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Department  the  absence  of  the  Albatross 
and  Monticello ,  and  shall  do  so  with  regard  to  the  Gemsbok  if  she  is 
deemed  unfit  to  return. 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

P.  S.— The  Daylight  has  gone  to  York  Itiver,  and  the  Dawn  has  been 
ordered  to  Yew  York. 


Report  of  Commander  Glisson,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mount 
Vernon,  regarding  the  blockade  of  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Mount  Yernon, 

Off  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  February  3,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  communication  of  the  2d  [1st]  instant  and 
regret  to  inform  you  that  I  am  the  only  vessel  now  off  this  port,  as  the 
U.  S.  steamers  Monticello  and  Chippewa,  being  both  out  of  coal,  had  to 
be  dispatched  to  Hampton  Boads  for  a  supply.  I  am  in  daily  anticipa¬ 
tion  of  the  return  of  the  Monticello,  as  she  left  here  on  the  25th  ultimo; 
directly  that  she  arrives  I  will  dispatch  her. 

As  there  is  so  much  at  stake  here  (the  North  Carolina  and  Gordon 
both  being  ready  to  run  the  blockade  at  any  moment)  it  would  be 
imprudent  to  leave  this  port  unguarded  at  this  juncture. 

Everything  is  quiet  off  this  place  and  we  are  all  well  on  board. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  S.  Glisson, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  the  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Braine ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Monticello , 

' 1  '  of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  Baltimore  for  repairs. 

U.  S.  S.  Monticello, 
Baltimore ,  February  3,  1862. 

Sir  •  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Monticello 
at  this  place  under  orders  from  Captain  John  Marston  (senior  officer 
present  SXmpio”  Hoads),  to  have  her  boilers  and  machinery  repaired. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv  ant,^  Braine 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding  TJ.  8.  S.  Monticello. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Captain  Marston ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads, 
regarding  the  U.  S.  S.  Chippewa. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Eoanoke, 

Hampton  Roads,  February  4,  1862. 

Sir-  I  beg  leave  to  report  to  you  the  arrival  last  evening  of  the 
U  S  S.  Chippewa  from  off  Wilmington.  As  soon  as  she  replenishes 
her  coal,  provisions,  etc.,  I  shall  order  her  to  return  to  her  station. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  1  ’  John  Marston, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Captain  Marston,  U.  S.  Navy, -senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads, 

regarding  the  movements  of  the  TJ.  S.  vessels  Jamestown  and  Albatross. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Eoanoke, 

Hampton  Roads,  February  4,  1862. 

Sir:  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  the  Jamestown  has  at  last  gone 
to  sea.'  The  Albatross  also  left  this  evening  for  Baltimore  for  repairs. 

I  have  impressed  on  the  commanders  of  both  the  Monticello  and  Alba¬ 
tross  the  necessity  of  returning  to  this  place  at  the  earliest  possible 
time. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Commander  Rowan ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  naval  division  in 
Pamlico  Sound,  to  Captain  Davenport,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  the 
third  column,  regarding  lights. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Delaware,  February  4,  1862. 
Sir  :  Eo  lights  are  to  be  visible  from  the  vessels  under  your  command 
after  leaving  this  anchorage. 
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You  will  caution  your  commanders  on  this 
terry  boats. 

Very  respectfully, 

Captain  Davenport, 

Commanding  Third  Column,  Hetzel. 


subject,  particularly  the 


S.  C.  Bowan, 
Commander ,  etc. 


Report  of  Captain  Marston,  U.  8.  Navy,  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads, 

regarding  the  U.  8.  8.  Dawn. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Boanoke, 
Hampton  Roads,  February  5,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  the  Dawn  came  in  this 
morning  from  lork  Biver,  Captain  Clary  thinking  it  best  to  put  all  the 
coal  1  had  sent  him  on  board  the  other  vessels  and  come  here  for  a  fur¬ 
ther  supply,  which  action  I  have  approved  of.  The  Dawn  will  leave 
again  early  to-morrow. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 

.j  Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Captain  Marston,  U.  8.  Navy,  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads, 
regarding  the  U.  8.  vessels  Miami,  Daivn,  and  Gemsbok. 


IT.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Boanoke, 
Hampton  Roads,  February  5,  1862. 

Str  :  I  beg  leave  to  report  to  you  the  arrival  this  p.  m.  of  the  IT.  S  S 
Miami  last  from  off  Cape  Hatteras.  The  Miami  was  towed  to  this 
place  by  the  steamer  Constitution.  At  the  earnest  request  of  Lieutenant- 
Commanding  Harrell  I  have  permitted  him  to  send  an  officer  to  Wash¬ 
ington  to  make  a  personal  explanation  to  you  as  to  the  condition  of  that 
vessel,  which  I  hope  will  meet  your  approbation. 

The  Daivn  went  to  sea  this  evening.  I  have  had  the  Gemsbok  sur¬ 
veyed,  and  find  she  requires  some  repairs  in  spars  and  rigging,  all  of 
which  can  be  done  here,  and  she  will  be  prepared  for  sea  as  early  as 
possi  oio« 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


John  Marston, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Harrell,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Miami 
regarding  the  defects  of  that  vessel  in  propelling  and  ' steering  qualities \ 
and  consequent  delay  in  execution  of  orders. 

IT.  S.  S.  Miami, 

Hampton  Roads,  February  5,  1862—2  o'clock. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  with  deep  regret,  that,  owing  to 
great  and  signal  difficulties  in  the  propelling  power  and  steering  qual¬ 
ities  of  this  vessel,  1  have  beeu  utterly  unable  to  obey  your  order  to 
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proceed  to  Hatteras  Inlet,  and  it  is  owing  only  to  tlie  kind  and 
promptly  rendered  assistance  of  tlie  transport  steamer  ^°ftUut\on^1 
towing  us  from  off  Cape  Hatteras  to  Hampton  Roads,  that  I  am  able 

to  address  the  Department  from  this  place.  „  T 

We  left  the  Philadelphia  navy  yard  on  the  morning  of  January  -9, 
but  owing  to  fog,  ice,  and  the  imperfect  working  of  our  machinery 
(that  now  for  the  first  time  was  tried  away  from  the  wharf)  the  pilot 
was  unwilling  to  proceed.  We  therefore  anchored  m  the  channel,  lhe 
next  morning  at  daybreak,  the  weather  being  a  little  more  favorable, 
we  got  underway  and  proceeded  down  the  Delaware.  , 

The  engine  worked  badly,  stopping  frequently  upon  its  center,  and 
the  rudder  seemed  to  have  little  influence  on  her  course— same  when 

Thatniglit  we  were  compelled  to  anchor  off  Bombay  Hook  light.  On 
Friday  morning  at  daybreak  we  were  again  underway,  and,  laboring 
under  the  same  difaculties  as  on  the  previous  day,  we  reached  the  Del¬ 
aware  Breakwater  at  3  in  the  afternoon.  The  chief  engineer  reported 
it  indispensably  necessary  that  certain  repairs  and  alterations  should 
be  made  in  the  engine.  It  was  patent  to  all  that  the  machinery  re¬ 
quired  overhauling,  and  I  directed  him  to  get  it  in  seaworthy  condi¬ 
tion.  On  Sunday  morning,  the  1st  instant,  the  necessary  changes 
having  been  made,  and  the  engine  being  reported  in  good  order,  we 
proceeded  to  sea,  and  shaped  our  course  toward  Hatteras  Inlet.  ui 
experience  on  Delaware  River  and  Bay  had  not  awakened  any  brilliant 
anticipations  in  regard  to  the  speed  or  seaworthy  qualities  of  the 
Miami:  but  I  felt  the  importance  of  making  all  haste,  and  determined 
to  strain  every  nerve  in  order  to  reach  our  destination,  lhe  wind  was 
moderate  from  the  north  and  westward,  the  water  smooth,  and,  under 
steam  and  the  head  sails,  we  got  along  passably  well  until  evening, 
when  the  wind  came  out  from  the  northward  and  eastward,  with  con- 
siderable  sea.  Then  the  radical  imperfections  of  the  vessel  began  to 
manifest  themselves  strikingly.  The  salt  water  and  heavy  rolling  of 
the  ship,  as  the  sea  increased,  rapidly  diminished  the  steam-producing 
capacity  of  the  boilers.  The  blower  was  put  on,  and  then  it  filled  the 
engine  room  with  strangulating  gas;  it  was  kept  on  for  most  of  the 
time,  yet  it  was  of  no  avail.  The  pressure  of  the  steam  continued  to 
sink  during  the  night  and  until  Monday  evening,  when  the  chief  engi¬ 
neer  reported  to  me  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  stop  the  engine,  in 
order  to  get  up  steam  enough  to  drive  ahead  at  all.  We  were  off  the 
Wimble  Shoals;  our  boilers  had  given  out;  our  sails,  simply  auxiliary, 
hardly  more  than  kept  steerageway  on  the  vessel,  which  seldom  an¬ 
swered  her  helm  until  it  was  put  hard  up  or  hard  down.  In  this  alto¬ 
gether  unseawortliy  condition,  with  the  Hatteras  coast  under  our  lee, 
our  only  resource  was  to  get  her  head  round  to  the  northward  and 
endeavor  to  reach  Hampton  Roads.  A  northeaster  of  any  violence 
must  have  inevitably  driven  us  on  shore.  A  heavy  northwester  would 
have  drifted  us  helplessly  into  the  Gulf  Stream.  Our  head  was  turned 
to  the  northward.  The  weather  was  thick,  rainy,  and  threatening,  but 
a  little  before  midnight  a  moderate  breeze  came  out  from  the  northward 
and  westward.  Favored  by  this,  and  stopping  the  engine  at  intervals 
until  a  good  head  of  steam  (soon  worked  off)  could  be  got  up  in  the 
boilers,  we  advanced  on  an  average  of  a  couple  knots  an  hour  through 
the  water.  Fortunately,  on  Tuesday,  about  sunset,  the  steamer  Con¬ 
stitution ,  Captain  Fletcher,  made  us,  and  at  6  p.  m.,  in  accordance 
with  my  request,  took  us  in  tow  and  brought  us  into  Hampton  Roads. 
I  can  only  make  a  hurried  report,  but  I  can  assure  the  Department  that 
the  Miami  is  altogether  unseaworthy  in  her  present  condition.  If 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.  549 

greater  surface  be  given  to  lier  rudder,  and  if  her  boilers  can  be  in¬ 
creased  so  as  to  supply  sufficient  steam  to  propel  her  engines,  she  will 
make  a  very  good  sea  boat,  and  will  prove  herself  most  admirably 
adapted  to  lighting  service  in  the  shallow  bays  and  rivers  of  the 
Southern  coast. 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  report  of  Acting  Chief  Engineer  Victor 
for  details  as  to  the  behavior  of  the  engine  and  boilers. 

As  the  Miami  is  the  first  vessel  of  her  class  that  has  ever  been  to 
sea,  I  have  concluded  to  send  Lieutenant  Townsend  (with  the  com¬ 
manding  officer’s  permission),  to  whom  I  beg  to  refer  for  any  informa¬ 
tion  in  regard  to  the  vessel  the  Department  may  require. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  D.  Harrell, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Wavy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  flag-officers  commanding 
blockading  squadrons,  of  the  sailing  of  the  British  schooners  Loanno 
and  Success  for  blockaded  ports. 

Navy  Department,  February  6, 1862. 
Sir:  The  IT.  S.  consul  at  Halifax  [Nova  Scotia]  telegraphs  that  the 
British  schooner  Loanno  sailed  from  that  place  on  the  1st  instant,  with 
a  cargo  of  fish.  Her  reported  destination  is  Baltimore,  but  her  real 
destination  is  believed  to  be  some  Southern  blockaded  port. 

The  British  schooner  Success ,  81  tons,  is  reported  as  having  cleared 
from  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  on  the  24th  ultimo,  for  Nassau,  with 
the  intention,  it  is  strongly  suspected,  of  attempting  to  run  the  block¬ 
ade.  She  has  a  cargo  of  oakum,  fish,  butter,  soap,  quinine,  pig  iron, 
etc.,  valued  at  $5,866.32  (actual  value  not  less  than  $10,000).  Her  des¬ 
tination  is  believed  to  be  some  port  in  South  Carolina  or  Florida. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag  Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Key  West,  Fia. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 
Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Ship  Island. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg,  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Battle  of  Roanoke  Island,*  February  7  and  8,  1862. 

Preliminary  report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  forwarding  copy  of  general  order  issued  to  the  officers  and  men  of  his 
command. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Roanoke  Island,  February  9,  1862. 
Sir:  Roanoke  Island  is  ours.  Its  military  authorities  struck  to  us 
yesterday.  Their  means  of  defense  were  truly  formidable,  and  they 


*  For  reports  of  part  taken  by  the  Armies,  see  Official  Records  of  the  Union  and  Con¬ 
federate  Armies  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  Series  1,  Vol.  IX,  pp.  73-190 — Compileks. 
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were  used  with  a  determination  worthy  of  a  better  Ti9eLc® 

sisted  of  2  elaborately  constructed  works,  mounting  togethei  heavy 
guns,  3  of  them  being  100-pounder  rifles;  4  other  batteries,  mounting 
together  20  guns,  a  large  proportion  of  them  being  also  of  large  calibe  , 
and  some  of  them  rifled;  8  steamers,  mounting  2  guns  each,  and  each 
having  a  rifled  gun  with  the  diameter  of  a  32-pounder;  a  prolonged 
obstruction  of  sunken  vessels  and  piles  to  thwart  our  advance;  i aiu  , 
all  together,  a  body  of  men  numbering  scarcely  less  than  o,000,  ot  whom 
3,000  are  now  our  prisoners.  The  fighting  commenced  on  the  morning 
of  the  7th  instant  at  about  11  o’clock,  and  was  continued  until  dark. 
The  following  morning  it  was  renewed  at  an  early  hour,  and  it  lasteci 
until  well  in  the  afternoon,  when,  by  a  bold  charge  of  our  army,  the  rebel 
flag  was  made  to  succumb,  and  our  own  was  hoisted  everywhere  on  the 
island  in  its  place.  No  attack  could  have  been  more  completely  exe¬ 
cuted,  and  it  was  carried  out  precisely  in  accordance  with  the  arrange¬ 
ments  made  before  the  expedition  left  flatteras  Inlet. 

A  detailed  account  of  the  operations  ot  the  naval  branch  ot  the 
expedition  will  be  forwarded  to  the  Department  hereaftei . 

I  beg  to  submit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  general  order  issued  to-day  to 
be  read  on  the  quarter-deck  of  each  vessel  belonging  to  that  branch  ot 
the  expedition. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  F>.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 


General  Order.]  U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Roanoke  Island,  February  9,  1862. 

To  the  officers  and  men  under  my  command  engaged  in  the  reduction  of 
Roanoke  Island : 

Your  efforts  of  yesterday  and  the  day  before  against  the  enemy  were 
alike  worthy  of  yourselves  and  the  sacred  cause  our  glorious  flag 

upholds,  ,  .  , 

I  thank  you  for  them,  and  congratulate  you  upon  the  results  achieved. 
No  commander  in  chief  could  have  been  more  gallantly  sustained,  or 
could  have  desired  a  more  gratifying  display  of  coolness,  skill,  and 
discipline. 

We  have  yet  more  work  of  the  kind  to  accomplish,  and  will  soon 
deliver  another  blow  to  crush  the  hydra  of  rebellion. 

From  what  I  have  already  witnessed,  I  am  sure  that  you  will  do  it 

well. 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Detailed  report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Block¬ 
ading  Squadron. 

IT.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Roanoke  Island,  February  18,  1862. 

Sir:  The  following  detailed  report  concerning  the  part  taken  by 
some  of  the  vessels  belonging  to  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squad¬ 
ron  in  the  engagement  of  the  7th  and  8th  instant,  I  have  now  the  honor 
to  submit: 

On  the  28th  ultimo  all  the  vessels  composing  the  naval  branch  of  our 
combined  expedition,  intended  by  my  arrangements  to  participate  in 
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the  reduction  of  Roanoke  Island  and  operate  elsewhere  in  its  vicinity, 
were  oyer  the  bulkhead  at  Hatteras  Inlet  and  in  readiness  for  service, 
but  owing  to  circumstances  already  communicated  to  the  Department, 
it  was  not  until  the  5th  instant  that  those  composing  the  army  branch 
of  it  were  similarly  situated. 

Ihe  naval  vessels  in  view,  all  of  which  were  placed  bv  me  under  the 
general  command  of  Commander  S.  C.  Rowan,  were ‘the  Stars  and 
Stripes,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Reed  Werden;  Louisiana ,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  A.  Murray;  Hetzel,  Lieutenant  Commanding  H.  K.  Daven¬ 
port;  Underwriter,  Lieutenant  Commanding  William  NT.  Jeffers;  Dela¬ 
ware,  Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  P.  Quackenbush;  Commodore  Perry, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  C.  W.  Flusser;  Valley  City ,  Lieuteuant  Com¬ 
manding  J.  C.  Chaplin;  Commodore  Barney,  Acting  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  R.  T.  Renshaw;  Hunchback,  Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding 
E.  R.  Colhoun;  Southfield ,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Commanding 
C.  F.  W.  Behm;  Morse,  Acting  Master  Commanding  Peter  Hays; 
Whitehead,  Acting  Master  Commanding  Charles  A.  French;  Lockwood, 
Acting  Master  Commanding  G.  W.  Graves;  Henry  Brinker,  Acting 
Master  Commanding  John  E.  Giddings;  J.  JV.  Seymour,  Acting  Master 
Commanding  F.  S.  Wells;  Ceres,  Acting  Master  Commanding  John 
MacDiarmid;  Putnam,  Acting  Master  Commanding  W.  J.  Hotchkiss; 
Shawsheen,  Acting  Master  Commanding  Thomas  J.  Woodward,  and 
Granite ,  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Commanding  E.  Boomer. 

During  our  detention  at  the  inlet  we  resorted  to  every  means  in  our 
power  to  get  accurate  information  of  the  enemy’s  position  and  prepara¬ 
tion,  and  we  obtained  enough  to  enable  us  to  arrange  our  programme 
of  attack,  which,  in  substance,  was  as  follows: 

The  naval  division  was  to  lead  from  the  time  of  starting  up  to  that 
of  encountering  the  enemy.  The  marshes,  in  case  of  being  defended 
by  a  battery  and  the  enemy’s  vessels,  were  to  be  passed  by,  noticing 
the  former  only  in  a  transitory  way,  and  by  dashing  without  delay 
directly  at  the  latter.  On  approaching  Roanoke  Island  sufficiently 
near,  the  batteries  at  Pork  and  Sandy  [Sand]  points  (if  any  at  the 
latter),  and  the  vessels  of  the  enemy,  if  drawn  up  to  meet  us,  were  to 
be  the  first  objects  assailed  by  the  naval  division,  aided  by  such  fight¬ 
ing  vessels  under  the  general  command  of  Commander  Samuel  F.  Hazard 
as  the  army  division  could  afford.  While  this  work  was  going  on,  the 
army,  under  cover  of  its  own  vessels  and  six  of  our  armed  launches, 
was  to  land  at  Ashby’s  Harbor,  or,  if  preferable,  a  portion  of  it  at 
Sandy  [Sand]  Point,  half  a  mile  above.  In  advancing  from  the  inlet, 
the  vessels  of  both  branches  of  the  expedition  were  to  observe  my 
signals. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  the  necessary  general  signals  for  a 
move  were  thrown  out  from  the  Philadelphia,  and  as  soon  afterwards  as 
could  be  expected  for  so  large  a  number  of  vessels,  all  were  underway, 
with  the  naval  division  as  prescribed,  arranged  in  three  columns,  com¬ 
manded  respectively  by  Lieutenants  Commanding  Werden,  Murray, 
and  Davenport.  Although  the  weather  favored  us,  our  progress  was 
unavoidably  slow. 

Apprehending  that  the  buoy  on  the  eastern  extremity  of  Long  Shoal 
Point,  distant  some  20  miles  from  the  inlet,  might  have  been  removed, 
a  steamer  with  the  Granite  in  tow  was  sent  ahead  to  ascertain  the  fact, 
and  if  necessary  to  place  another,  already  prepared,  in  its  stead.  For¬ 
tunately  it  had  not  been  removed.  A  flag,  however,  was  placed  upon 
it,  a  signal  of  caution  was  made,  and  thus  the  shoal,  the  worst  obstruc¬ 
tion  in  the  way,  was  safely  avoided  by  each  and  all. 
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At  sundown,  having  arrived  off  Stumpy  Point,  and  within  10  miles 
of  the  marshes,  the  whole  force  anchored  by  signal,  each  vessel  occu- 
pvinff  as  nearly  as  practicable  the  same  relative  position  toward  the 
rest  as  she  had  done  in  steaming.  Here  it  was  judged  expedient  to 
detail  a  small  party  to  visit  a  certain  house  on  the  mainland  tor  the 
purpose  of  securing,  even  forcibly,  the  services  of  a  certain  individual 
whose  name  had  been  given  to  us  at  the  inlet.  An  officer  took  it  m 
charge,  and  before  midnight  he  brought  the  man  to  me  on  board  the 

Philadelphia.  „  .  ™  , 

Early  the  next  morning,  accompanied  by  the  chief  of  my  Stan  ana 
fleet  captain,  Commander  Augustus  L.  Case,  Captain  s  Clerk  H.  Lr.  L. 
Fisher  as  signal  officer,  with  two  petty  officers  to  assist  him,  and  leu- 
tenants  Thos.  R.  Robeson  and  Nathaniel  S.  Barstow,  of  the  Army 
Signal  Corps,  with  their  party  of  four  men,  I  changed  my  quarters  tem¬ 
porarily  from  the  Philadelphia  to  the  Southfield ,  and  hoistea  my  flag  on 
board  of  her.  In  a  little  while  afterwards  our  whole  force,  by  signal, 
was  again  underway,  with  two  of  our  lighter  draft  steamers,  the  Ceres 
and  Putnam ,  a  mile  or  so  in  advance,  in  order  to  detect  either  the 
enemy  himself,  or  any  obstructions  he  might  have  concealed.  Ihe 
weather  was  now  thick  and  threatening,  and  of  course  bad  for  distant 
discoveries.  About  9  o’clock,  however,  it  cleared,  and  for  a  short  while 
in  the  direction  of  Roanoke  Island,  and  then  for  the  first  time  we  dis¬ 
tinctly  recognized  the  enemy’s  armed  and  other  vessels  lying  at  anchor 
apparently  close  in  with  the  shore,  between  Pork  and  Weir’s  points; 
but  in  an  hour  and  a  half  afterwards,  and  when  within  a  couple  of 
miles  of  the  marshes,  it  again  became  not  only  thick,  but  rainy  and 
windy,  and  this  induced  us  to  anchor  once  more,  still  observing  the  same 
general  order  of  relative  position  that  we  had  done  the  evening  before. 
In  the  course  of  the  afternoon  one  of  the  enemy’s  steamers  approached 
the  marshes  for  the  purpose,  no  doubt,  of  reconnoitering  our  force. 
She  met  with  no  opposition  from  us,  simply  because  we  were  not  unwill¬ 
ing  that  she  should  accomplish  her  wishes. 

The  following  morning,  Friday,  February  7,  at  daylight,  the  weather 
was  more  propitious,  and  the  sky  gave  evident  signs  of  a  clear  day. 
At  9  o’clock,  and  for  the  third  time  since  leaving  the  inlet,  the  whole 
force  was  put  underway  by  another  general  signal.  Besides  the  Ceres 
and  Putnam ,  the  Underwriter  also  was  placed  in  advance,  the  former 
two  to  keep  not  more  than  400  yards  ahead  of  the  flagship,  and  the 
latter  at  a  proper  time  to  go  as  much  beyond  that  distance  as  might 
be  necessary  to  discover  as  early  as  possible  if  a  battery  had  been 
erected  on  Sandy  [Sand]  Point.  The  marshes  were  soon  threaded  and 
astern  of  us.  Their  passageway  is  so  narrow  as  not  to  admit  more  than 
two  vessels  abreast,  and  in  this  order  they  kept  until  it  was  cleared, 
and  the  much  wider  waters  of  Croatan  Sound  were  reached.  Being 
anxious  to  make  a  decided  impression  upon  the  enemy  early  in  the  con¬ 
test,  all  the  vessels  with  9-inch  guns  were  ordered  to  close  up  around 
the  flagship.  At  10:30  a.  m.  the  enemy’s  vessels,  eight  in  number,  all 
being  drawn  up  behind  an  extensive  obstruction,  formed  by  a  double 
row  of  piles  and  sunken  vessels  stretching  well  across  the  sound,  and 
between  the  forts  on  Pork  and  Weir’s  points,  one  of  them  fired  a  heavy 
gun,  probably  intended  to  announce  generally  that  an  attack  was  just 
impending.  In  less  than  an  hour  afterwards,  the  Underwriter ,  failing 
to  draw  a  reply  to  a  shot  she  had  fired,  signaled  u  No  battery  on  Sandy 
[Sand]  Point.”  The  omission  to  guard  this  point  was  favorable  to  the 
arrangement  of  landing  the  troops  at  Ashby’s  Harbor.  Had  it  been 
protected,  our  difficulties  would  have  been  materially  increased. 
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Not  long  after  tliis  announcement  tlie  naval  division,  composed  and 
commanded  as  stated  above,  accompanied,  as  predetermined,  by  the 
Picket ,  Captain  Thomas  P.  Ives;  Hussar,  Captain  Frederick  Crocker; 
Pioneer ,  Captain  Charles  E.  Baker;  Vidette ,  Captain  John  L.  Foster; 
Ranger ,  Captain  Samuel  Emerson;  Lancer ,  Captain  M.  B.  Morley,  and 
Chasseur,  Captain  John  West,  of  the  army  division,  and,  keeping  in 
close  order,  had  approached  the  enemy  near  enough  to  begin  ' the 
attack  and  to  devote  the  most  of  its  firing  against  the  fort  on  Pork 
Point,  not  neglecting,  however,  the  enemy’s  vessels,  a  battery  between 
Pork  and  Weir’s  points,  and  another  on  Bedstone  Point,  all'  of  which 
opened  upon  us,  but  the  latter  only  occasionally  and  without  effect. 
By  noon,  our  vessels  having  approached  still  nearer,  the  action  became 
general  on  their  part  and  that  of  the  enemy.  At  1:30  p.  m.  the  effect 
of  our  firing  caused  the  barracks  behind  the  fort  at  Pork  Point  to 
burst  into  flames,  and  at  2 : 15  p.  m.  they  were  burning  furiously,  entirely 
beyond  redemption.  About  this  time,  our  vessels  being  placed  by  their 
respective  commanders  as  advantageously  as  circumstances  would  per¬ 
mit,  the  firing  was  the  hottest.  Throughout  the  sound  lying  between 
Boanoke  Island  and  the  mainland  the  depth  of  water  at  best  is  but 
little,  and  the  bottom  everywhere  is  essentially  lumpy  and  irregular. 
Even  at  the  distance  of  a  mile  and  more  from  the  shore  where  we  had 
to  approach,  scarcely  a  general  depth  at  low  water  of  more  than  7  feet 
is  to  be  found.  With  one  or  two  exceptions  none  of  our  vessels  drew 
less  than  7  feet,  and  some  of  them  drew  rather  more  than  8.  In  plac¬ 
ing  them,  therefore,  so  as  to  make  their  various  guns  tell  effectually, 
their  several  commanders  had  to  exercise  a  sound  discretion  and  to 
keep  in  view  the  consideration  due  to  the  use  of  shells  with  fuzes  fixed 
in  value  as  to  time.  To  have  used,  for  instance,  a  5-second  fuze  in 
shelling  uncovered  works  at  a  less  distance  than  about  1,400  yards 
would  not  have  secured  the  best  results. 

Toward  3  p.  m.  the  troops  embarked  on  board  of  light-draft  steamers 
and  boats  started  to  land  at  Ashby’s  Harbor.  The  place  was  guarded 
by  a  large  body  of  the  enemy  with  a  field  battery,  but  the  Delaware, 
with  Commander  Bowan  on  board  and  his  division  flag  at  her  mast¬ 
head,  having  very  judiciously  taken  up  a  flanking  position  to  the  south¬ 
ward  of  Pork  Point  battery,  and  thus  most  opportunely  being  near  at 
hand,  immediately  turned  her  guns  toward  the  harbor,  and  with  some 
9-inch  shrapnels  soon  cleared  the  way.  At  4:30  p.  m.  Pork  Point  bat¬ 
tery  and  the  one  next  to  the  northward  of  it  ceased  for  a  while  to  reply 
to  our  fire;  five  of  the  enemy’s  steamers,  apparently  injured,  went  back 
behind  Weir’s  Point,  and  the  first  landing  of  our  troops  took  place. 
At  5  p.  m.  those  batteries  again  opened  upon  our  vessels,  and  the 
enemy’s  steamers  once  more  put  forth  and  also  reopened  upon  us.  In 
about  forty  minutes,  however,  the  latter  were  compelled  a  second  time 
to  retire.  One  of  them,  the  Curlew ,  in  a  disabled  condition,  had  taken 
refuge  under  the  battery  on  Bedstone  Point.  At  0  p.  m.,  the  firing  of 
the  enemy  being  only  from  Pork  Point  and  at  long  intervals,  dark 
coming  on,  and  not  wishing  to  waste  ammunition,  I  ordered  the  signal 
“cease  firing”  to  be  made.  In  the  course  of  the  afternoon  our  six 
launches,  under  the  command  of  Midshipman  Benjamin  H.  Porter, 
landed  their  howitzers  and  joined  the  army,  for  the  purpose  of  com¬ 
manding  the  main  road  and  its  two  forks  during  the  night  and  assist¬ 
ing  in  more  active  operations  the  following  morning.  By  midnight 
some  10,000  of  our  troops  had  been  safely  landed  at  Ashby’s  Harbor, 
the  Delaware  having  taken  on  board  from  the  Cossack  some  800  and 
put  them  on  shore  at  10  p.  m. 
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February  8. — As  it  was  arranged  by  General  Burnside  that  his  forces 
should  move  at  a  very  early  hour  this  morning  from  where  they  had 
been  landed  and  begin  their  attack  upon  the  enemy,  and  as  the  direc¬ 
tion  they  were  required  to  take  would  in  all  probability  soon  bring  them 
in  the  line  of  tire  occupied  by  the  navy,  it  was  agreed  between  us  last 
night  that  to-day  the  vessels  should  not  renew  operations  until  I  could 
receive  word  from  him  that  their  missiles  would  not  be  destructive  to 
both  friends  and  foes.  At  daylight  none  of  the  enemy’s  vessels  except 
the  Curlew  could  be  discovered. 

At  9  a.  m.  a  continuous  firing  in  the  interior  of  the  island  told  us 
that  our  forces  were  hotly  engaged  about  midway  between  Ashby’s 
Harbor  and  Pork  Point  battery,  and  as  this  intelligence  also  assured 
«s  that  our  land  forces  were  not  then  in  the  range  of  our  line  of  fire, 
our  vessels,  without  waiting  to  hear  from  General  Burnside,  at  once 
moved  up  and  reengaged  the  forts.  At  this  work  they  continued  until 
the  firing  in  the  interior  evidently  slackened.  Then,  taking  it  for 
granted  that  our  troops  were  carrying  everything  before  them,  and 
thus  fast  approaching  the  rear  of  the  batteries,  I  again  ordered  the 
signal  u  cease  firing”  to  be  made.  At  the  time,  however,  the  work  on 
Pork  Point  was  so  reduced  that  it  did  not  use  but  one  gnu  against  us. 
Shortly  afterwards,  on  being  informed  by  one  of  General  Burnside’s 
aids  of  the  actual  state  of  things  on  shore,  I  was  induced  to  order 
another  demonstration  on  the  part  of  our  vessels,  but  before  firing  had 
generally  commenced  Commander  Rowan  came  on  board  the  Southfield , 
just  from  General  Burnside,  with  the  suggestion  that  it  would  be  better 
to  desist,  and  accordingly  they  were  recalled. 

At  1  p.  m.,  judging  that  the  time  had  arrived  for  clearing  a  passage¬ 
way  through  the  obstructions  alluded  to  above,  by  the  accomplishment 
of  which  both  the  battery  on  Redstone  Point  and  the  Curlew  might  be 
destroyed  and  our  advance  up  Albemarle  Sound  would  be  secured,  the 
Underwriter ,  Valley  City ,  Seymour ,  Lockwood ,  Ceres ,  Shaw  sheen ,  Put¬ 
nam,  Whitehead ,  and  Brinker  were  ordered  to  perform  the  service.  By 
4  p.  m.  one  of  them  had  overcome  the  difficulty  for  herself  and  reached 
the  other  side,  and  in  less  than  an  hour  more  a  sufficient  way  for  all 
the  rest  was  opened.  This  important  duty  could  not  have  been  under¬ 
taken  a  moment  earlier  than  it  was  without  exposing  our  vessels,  hud¬ 
dled  together,  to  the  converging  and  cross  fire  of  the  four  batteries  at 
Pork,  Weir’s,  and  Redstone  points,  and  another  one  situated  between  the 
former  two.  About  the  same  time  that  our  vessels  succeeded  in  burst¬ 
ing  through  the  barricades  the  American  flag  was  hoisted  over  the 
battery  at  Pork  Point,  and  in  a  few  minutes  afterward  the  enemy  him¬ 
self  fired  the  works  at  Redstone  Point,  and  also  the  steamer  Curlew . 
Both  blew  up  in  the  early  part  of  the  evening.  These  events  closed 
the  struggle,  which  had  now  lasted  throughout  two  days,  and  were 
essentially  the  last  scenes  enacted  in  securing  to  us  complete  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  island  of  Roanoke. 

A  statement  of  the  casualties  which  occurred  will  accompany  this 
communication.  They  amount,  in  all,  to  0  killed,  17  wounded,  and  2 
missing.  Considering  how  frequently  our  vessels  were  struck  it  is 
remarkable  that  more  did  not  take  place,  and  considering  the  character 
of  our  vessels  it  is  also  remarkable  that  none  of  them  were  even  put 
hors  de  combat  except  temporarily. 

It  now  remains  for  me  to  discharge  the  gratifying  duty  of  speakin°' 
of  the  officers  and  men  under  my  command  on  the  occasion  in  view. 
This,  ob\iously,  I  can  only  do,  as  it  were,  in  a  collective  way;  but  the 
reports  of  the  commanding  officers,  herewith  submitted,  upon  which 
necessarily  I  have  to  rely  and  in  which  I  place  every  confidence,  will 
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be  found  more  circumstantial.  I  beg  to  commend  them  to  your  consid¬ 
eration.  The  commanding  officers  themselves  did  their  part  entirely 

o  my  satisfaction,  and  in  fact  in  a  most  admirable  manner.  The 
genei al  Older  I  issued  the  day  after  the  surrender,  a  copy  of  which 
accompanied  my  preliminary  report,  was  intended  to  convey  applause 
and  my  profound  gratitude  to  all  to  whom  it  relates,  and  i  therefore 
beg  that  it  may  be  so  regarded  by  the  Navy  Department.  I  pray,  too, 
that  to  the  bereaved  individuals,  whose  support  and  comfort  depended 
upon  those  who  are  now  among  the  honored  dead,  may  be  extended  the 
earliest  fostering  care  that  circumstances  will  permit. 

It  is  really  difficult  for  me  to  state  in  adequate  terms  how  largely  I 
feel  myself  indebted  to  Commanders  Rowan  and  Case  for  their  constant 
and  signal  services  throughout,  from  the  very  inception  of  the  expedi¬ 
tion  to  the  consummation  of  the  achievement  in  view.  They  hand  in 
hand,  with  their  marked  ability  and  sound  sense,  and  in  the  absence  of 
all  ordinary  facilities,  brought  about  at  Hampton  Roads  the  arming, 
manning,  and  equipment  of  the  many  vessels  sent  to  us  from  necessity 
m  an  unprepared  condition,  and  subsequently  they  both  labored  most 
conspicuously  and  faithfully  in  their  respective  spheres  of  action  to 
vanquish  difficulties  at  the  inlet  and  the  enemy  at  Roanoke.  In  short 
their  assistance  to  me  has  been  invaluable. 

I  am  promised  a  report  by  General  Burnside  with  regard  to  Midship¬ 
man  Porter’s  association  with  his  forces,  and  as  soon  as  it  comes  to 
hand  I  will,  with  pleasure,  forward  it  to  the  Department. 

Although  the  Philadelphia  did  not  participate  in  the  action,  because 
of  her  unfitness  for  the  purpose,  still  she  was  ever  near  at  hand  in 
readiness,  if  necessary,  to  tow  the  disabled,  receive  some  of  the 
wounded,  and  furnish  supplies.  Her  commander,  Acting  Master  Silas 
Reynolds,  is  every  way  worthy  of  his  trust. 

Mr.  Fisher  performed  the  important  duties  of  signal  officer  in  the 
most  commendable  manner.  Not  only  were  all  the  signals  ordered 
promptly  made,  but  no  mistake  whatever  occurred. 

Lieutenants  Robeson  and  Barstow,  of  the  Army,  were  ever  in  place, 
and  ready,  by  means  of  Myer’s  system  of  signals,  to  make  known  to 
those  not  accustomed  to  our  own  code  whatever  I  wished. 

It  will  afford  me  peculiar  pleasure,  sir,  to  communicate  to  you,  in 
due  season,  more  particular  information  with  regard  to  the  cases  of 
individuals  which  appear  to  me  to  merit  a  distinct  consideration  on  the 
part  of  the  Government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  J).  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Werden,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  first  column,  transmitting  an  account 
of  ammunition  expended  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes. 

H.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes, 

Off  Roanolce  Island ,  February  10,  1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  vessel  in  the 
action  of  the  7tli  instant. 

At  12  o’clock  m.  I  approached  the  shore  as  near  as  the  circumstances 
would  admit  of  and  opened  fire  with  20-pounder  Parrott  and  two  12- 
pounder  rifle  guns  upon  the  rebel  steamers,  and  with  two  8-inch  guns 
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upon  tlie  battery  on  Pork  Point,  using  shell  with  10- second  and  15- 
second  fuzes  and  hollow  shot,  many  of  the  shell  bursting  in  and  over 
the  fort,  while  the  Parrott  and  rifle  guns  did  good  execution  among  the 
rebel  steamers. 

The  action  was  continued  until  6  o’clock  p.  m.,  when,  in  obedience  to 
signal,  I  ceased  firing  and  soon  after  anchored  for  the  night. 

I  kept  my  vessel  in  motion  with  great  difficulty,  owing  to  her  great 
draft  of  water,  and  was  aground  twice  during  the  engagement. 

I  have  no  casualties  to  report  among  the  officers  and  crew,  and  no 
injuries  to  the  vessel  except  shooting  away  a  brace,  although  at  times 
the  enemy’s  shot  and  shell  were  passing  near  and  over  us. 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  allude  to  the  coolness  and  good  con¬ 
duct  of  the  officers  and  men  upon  this  occasion. 

I  herewith  enclose  the  gunner’s  report  of  the  expenditure  of  ammu¬ 
nition. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Werden, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Roanoke  Island. 


[Enclosure.] 


U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes, 

Off  Roanoke  Island ,  February  7,  1862. 
Sir:  I  would  most  respectfully  report  that  during  the  engagement  of 
to-day  the  following  ordnance  stores  were  expended: 


66  8-inch  cylinders,  7-pound. 

30  8-inch  shell,  15-second. 

17  8-inch  shell,  10-second. 

19  8-inch  hollow  shot. 

81  2-pound  cylinders,  Du  Pont  No.  7. 

42  1-pound  howitzer  charges  for  Parrott 
20-pounder  cylinders. 

31 1-pound  howitzer  charges. 

Yery  respectfully,  etc., 


17  Hotchkiss  shell,  percussion. 

10  Hotchkiss  shell,  time  fuze. 

4  Dahlgren  shell  (plugged). 

67  percussion  shell,  20-pounder  rifle. 

6  fuze-plug  shell,  20-pounder  rifle. 
29  shrapnel  for  20-pounder  rifle. 

210  cannon  primers. 

100  percussion  caps. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  R.  Werden. 


Danl.  Dunsmore, 

Acting  Gunner. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Werden,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT,  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes,  regarding 
the  delinquency  of  Acting  Master  Clapp,  U.  S.  Navy. 

IJ.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes, 

Off  Roanoke  Island ,  February  8 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  while  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy  yester¬ 
day  Acting  Master  Sami.  L.  Clapp  absented  himself  from  his  quarters 
without  permission. 

Believing  him  to  be  unworthy  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  I  desire 
that  he  be  detached  from  this  vessel. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Werden, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.  557 

Abstract  log'  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes. 

-Febt  itaiy  7,  1S62.  At  12  m.,  running'  in  to  attack  enemy’s  batteries 
1  Doan  ok  e  Island].  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  Engaged  in  shelling 
enemy’s  batteries  and  steamers;  could  not  get  as  near  as  desired  on 
account  ot  shoal  water.  The  ship  struck  the  ground  several  times, 
hrom  4  to  6:  Ceased  firing,  and  at  7  anchored. 

February  8.— At  0  a.  m.,  part  of  the  fleet  engaged  shelling  the 
^emy.  At  10  they  ceased  firing.  At  meridian  steamer  Valley  City 
still  shelling  the  enemy.  At  4 :  50  p.  m.  flagship  made  signal  “Thefort 
is  ours  ;  ”  gave  three  cheers  all  round  the  fleet.  At  5 : 40  the  rebels  set 
fire  to  their  fort  and  one  steamer  on  mainland.  Eight  of  our  steamers 
advancing  up  the  sound. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Murray,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  second  column,  transmitting  an  account 
of  ammunition  expended  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Louisiana. 


U.  S.  S.  Louisiana, 

Fear  Roanoke  Island,  February  8,  1862. 

Sir  :  On  the  morning  of  the  7th,  in  obedience  to  signal,  I  got  under¬ 
way  with  the  column  under  my  command  and,  in  company  with  the 
main  body  of  the  naval  forces,  passed  through  the  marshes  without 
accident  to  any  vessel,  except  the  one  under  my  immediate  command, 
which  struck  au  obstruction  in  the  channel,  swung  entirely  round 
bearing  her  weight  upon  the  propeller. 

Whilst  in  this  position  I  hastened  to  the  advance,  to  sustain  the  flag- 
officer,  the  9-inch  gun  vessels. 

A\  hen  the  naval  division  of  the  fleet  had  passed,  our  vessel,  with  the 
aid  of  the  Seymour,  was  (with  the  loss  of  a  flange  from  her  propeller) 
clear,  and,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  officers  and  crew,  we  overtook 
our  position  and  were  enabled  to  close  with  the  enemy’s  fortifications 
and  share  with  the  other  two  columns  in  a  bombardment  which  has 
ended  in  a  victory  creditable  to  our  arms  and,  what  is  better,  of  incal¬ 
culable  benefit  to  our  cause. 

The  Louisiana,  early  in  the  action,  was  set  on  fire  and  otherwise 
severely  injured  by  the  explosion  of  an  80-pound  rifled  projectile  fired 
from  the  enemy’s  works  into  her  forehold.  In  six  minutes  from  the 
time  she  was  struck  the  fire  was  out  and  the  ship  reengaged  the  enemy. 
The  promptitude  and  coolness  with  which  the  officers  and  men,  under 
the  enemy’s  fire  and  amid  so  much  that  was  combustible  around  them, 
went  to  the  duty  of  extinguishing  the  flames  was  extremely  gratifying 
to  me  as  an  exhibition  of  high  discipline.  It  is  my  greatest  pleasure 
as  well  as  duty  to  say  that  during  the  two  days’  action  I  had  occasion 
only  to  admire  the  untiring  patience  and  cheerful  courage  of  both 
officers  and  crew. 

The  Barney  took  a  position  which  Acting  Lieutenant  Eenshaw 
thought  most  suitable  for  the  efficiency  oi  his  IX-inch  guns,  and  main¬ 
tained  it  until  his  shell  were  expended.  The  fire  of  the  Barney  was 
excellent. 

The  Hunchback ,  Acting  Lieutenant  Colhoun,  took  a  position  very 
near  the  batteries  and  sustained  considerable  damage  from  the  fire  of 
the  enemy,  which  she  is  now  repairing.  During  the  whole  of  the 
engagement,  and  in  spite  of  her  injuries,  she  maintained  her  proximity 
to  the  enemy,  to  his  great  apparent  embarrassment  and  to  the  admira¬ 
tion  of  the  other  ships. 
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The  Seymour  and  Lockwood ,  Acting  Masters  Commanding  [F.  S.] 
Wells  and  [G.  W.]  Graves,  were  conspicuously  in  the  foreground 
throughout  the  bombardment,  these  gentlemen  meriting  my  entire 
satisfaction. 

The  sloop  Granite ,  Master’s  Mate  Boomer,  commanding,  left  out  in 
the  early  part  of  the  action,  being  entirely  dependent  on  her  sail, 
finally  worked  up  to  close  quarters  with  the  enemy  and  bearing  his 
part  gallantly  throughout. 

I  have  not  yet  received  the  account  of  casualties  in  the  column  or 
full  expenditure  of  ammunition,  but  will  forward  them  as  supple¬ 
mentary. 

I  send  a  full  account  of  ammunition  expended  by  this  ship,  together 
with  the  number  and  character  of  projectiles  thrown ;  also  a  complete 
list  of  officers. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Murray, 

Commanding  Second  Column. 

Commodore  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Flotilla. 

[Enclosure.] 

Louisiana  expended  in  action  February  7  and  8,  1862,  off  Roanoke  Island. 


32-pound  shell : 

5-second .  6 

10-second .  20 

15-second .  28 

Rifle  shell .  68 


Total .  122 


8-inch  shell : 

10-second .  6 

15-second .  28 


Total .  34 


Solid  shot .  25 


Total  shot  and  shell .  181 

Powder :  Pounds. 

14  9-pouna  charges . .' .  126 

65  8-pound  charges .  520 

34  4-J-pound  charges . .  153 

68  1-pound  charges .  68 


Total .  867 


Respectfully,  etc., 

A.  Murray, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding  Second  Column. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Davenport,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  third  column,  transmitting  report 

of  casualties  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Hetzel. 

G.  S.  S.  Hetzel, 

Croatan  Sound,  North  Carolina,  February  9,  1862. 
Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report: 

Being  at  anchor  in  Pamlico  Sound  above  the  swash  at  8  a.  m.  of 
Thursday,  the  6th  instant,  in  pursuance  of  signal  got  underway  and 
steamed  slowly  up  the  sound  iu  order  of  three  columns,  as  directed. 


United  States  Steamer  Hetzel. 
Made  from  crude  water-color  drawing. 
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At  5:30  p.  m.  a  strange  steamer  reported  in  sight. 

At  5:55  p.  in.,  in  obedience  to  order,  came  to  anchor  near  marshes 
at  lower  end  of  Eoanoke  Island. 

At  10  a.  m.  of  Friday,  the  7th,  got  underway  and  steamed  through 
the  marshes  in  two  columns,  as  directed. 

At  10:30  a.  in.  saw  eight  of  the  enemy’s  gunboats  lying  above  a  bat 
tery  at  Pork  Point,  on  Eoanoke  Island,  and  behind  a  line  of  obstruc¬ 
tions  consisting  of  spiles  driven  and  vessels  sunk  across  the  channel 
in  range  of  this  battery.  Obeyed  signal  “To  follow  and  engage  the 
enemy.” 

At  11 : 38  a.  m.  a  shot  was  fired  from  one  of  the  enemy’s  gunboats, 
answered  by  one  of  our  vessels.  The  battery  soon  opened"  and,  the 
order  being  given  “To  close  in  upon  the  enemy,”  the  firing  became 
general. 

At  1  p.  m.  a  shot  from  one  of  the  guns  carried  away  the  upper  part 
of  the  enemy’s  flagstaff,  bringing  his  flag  down  by  the  run;  it  was  soon 
replaced,  however,  on  a  smaller  staff'  on  the  breastwork. 

At  1:30  ii.  m.  enemy’s  quarters  near  the  battery  set  on  fire  by 
exploding  shell. 

At  2: 10  p.  in.  a  32-pounder  round  shot  struck  us  on  the  water  line, 
just  abaft  the  starboard  wheel,  lodging  in  the  coal  bunker  of  that  side. 
Signaled  the  fact  to  the  flagship  and  withdrew  from  action  to  repair 
damages. 

At  2:40  p.  m.,  having  temporarily  repaired  the  injury  sustained, 
went  again  into  action.* 

At  4: 05  p.  m.  a  rifle  shell  from  one  of  the  enemy’s  vessels  exploded 
over  us,  and  one  of  the  fragments  striking  Master’s  Mate  Charles 
Harris  on  the  head,  killed  him  instantly. 

At  5:15  p.  m.  our  80-pounder  rifled  gun  aft  burst  in  the  act  of  firing 
a  solid  shot,  prostrating  every  man  at  the  piece  and  wounding  six  of 
them,  three  severely,  but  fortunately  killing  none.  The  part  forward 
of  the  trunnions  fell  upon  the  deck ;  one-third  of  the  breech  went  over¬ 
board,  carrying  away  the  port  bulwarks;  another  flew  high  into  the 
air  and  fell  into  the  water  just  alongside;  and  the  remaining  portion, 
weighing  about  1,000  pounds,  was  driven  through  the  deck,  breaking 
in  one  of  the  beams,  passed  through  the  magazine  and  the  deck  below, 
and  lodged  upon  the  keelson.  The  magazine  was  set  on  fire  and  only 
extinguished  in  time  to  avoid  an  explosion  and  utter  destruction  of  the 
ship  aud  all  on  board  by  the  presence  of  mind,  promptitude,  and  intre¬ 
pidity  of  Lieutenant  Charles  L.  Franklin,  executive  officer,  whom  I 
beg  to  recommend  to  your  especial  consideration  and  that  of  the 
Department. 

Eeported  accident  to  flagship,  and  at  6  p.  m.  anchored  beyond  range 
of  the  enemy’s  guns. 

On  Saturday,  the  8th,  at  8:30  a.  m.,  went  in  and  reported  to  Com¬ 
mander  Eowan,  aud  at  9  a.  m.  went  alongside  steamer  Philadelphia  and 
received  on  board  carpenters  to  repair  damages  sustained  by  bursting 
of  gun. 

Proceeded  thence  to  sloop  Granite  and  took  from  her  a  long  32- 
pouuder  with  shot  and  shell;  left  her  side  at  3  p.  m.  and  anchored 
near  by. 

At  1  p.  m.  Master  Daniels  left  the  ship  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
command  of  party  with  launch  howitzers,  appointed  to  act  in  concert 
with  the  land  forces. 

At  3:30  p.  m.  the  body  of  Mr.  Harris  was  taken  on  shore  at  Eoanoke 
Island  and  solemnly  interred. 
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At  4:30  p.m.  observed  the  American  flag  flying  over  the  battery, 
the  enemy  having  abandoned  it.  . 

Where  all  behaved  with  such  coolness  and  courage  and  devotion  m 
sustaining  the  honor  of  our  flag,  it  is  difficult  to  discriminate;  but  I 
can  not  refrain  from  expressing  my  high  appreciation  of  the  conduct, 
both  professional  and  otherwise,  of  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  N.  L. 
Campbell,  who,  being  the  first  to  discover  the  ship  to  be  on  fire,  sent 
the  men  to  the  hose,  directed  the  engineer  to  turn  on  the  water,  and 
then  gave  his  attention  to  the  wounded,  inspiring  the  men  by  his 
coolness 

Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  E.  P.  Hebevton,  although  quite  unwell, 
volunteered  to  act  as  signal  officer  ana  to  take  the  notes  ot  the  action; 
and  I  must  acknowledge  the  faithful  manner  in  which  he  performed 
those  duties.  At  the  moment  of  our  gun  bursting  he  was  standing 
near  by,  and,  although  escaping  unwounded,  was  severely  shaken  by 
the  concussion. 

The  engineer  department  was  managed  in  a  manner  that  excited 
my  warmest  praises. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  express  my  thanks  to  all  my  officers  and 
men  for  their  conduct  in  the  action. 

I  enclose  herewith  the  surgeon’s  report  of  casualties,  and  have  the 
honor  to  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Davenport, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Commander  S.  C.  Rowan,  IT.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Flotilla,  etc.,  Groatan  Sound,  North  Carolina. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Hetzel, 

Croatan  Sound,  North  Carolina,  February  7,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  casualties  on  board 
this  ship  during  the  engagement  of  to-day: 

Killed. — 1.  Mr.  Charles  Harris,  acting  master’s  mate,  by  explosion  of 
shell. 

Wounded. — 1.  Charles  Clarke,  boatswain’s  mate,  severely.  2.  Joseph 
1ST.  Ingersoll,  ordinary  seaman,  severely.  3.  William  Smith,  ordinary 
seaman,  severely.  4.  Henry  Bryant,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly.  5. 
Tully  McIntyre,  seaman,  slight  contusion.  6.  Henry  P.  Thompson, 
coal  passer,  slightly. 

The  wounded  all  sustained  their  injuries  by  the  bursting  of  our  rifled 
80-pounder  Dahlgren  gun. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

N.  L.  Campbell, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant  H.  K.  Davenport, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Hetzel,  Croatan  Sound,  North  Carolina. 


Abstract  log  of  tbe  TJ.  S.  S.  Hetzel. 

February  7, 1862. — At  10  a.  m.  got  underway  and  stood  through  the 
marshes  into  Croatan  Sound.  Several  rebel  steamers  to  the  northward 
of  battery  at  Sand  Point.  At  10 : 38  the  enemy  fired  the  first  shot.  As 
the  United  States  forces  advanced  the  enemy  retreated  behind  obstruc¬ 
tions  placed  across  the  channel  above  the  battery.  At  noon  the  action 
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ad  become  general,  the  battery  replying  with  round  shot  only  rebel 
steamers  throwing  shot  and  shell  from  rilled  guns.  Several  percussion 
shell,  both  of  Cochran  and  Hotchkiss  pattern,  burst  immediately  after 
leaving  muzzle  of  our  80-pounder.  At  1  p.  in.  shell  mffi awav  ' sfiS 

on  the^aniparts  U^aVi°A0  enem^  ^  '  Almost  immediately  rehoisted 

®  rampai  ts.  At  1:30  our  shell  set  fire  to  the  enemy’s  barracks 

About  2  a  round  shot  struck  us  on  starboard  side  above  water  line  ffist 

above  the  wheel,  lodging  in  coal  bunker.  Hauled  off,  replied  damage 

AuSTc  0UrMStfrVT  About  3  p.  m.  troops  commenced  landing! 

*‘45  ^  Vnn  Mast?rs  Mate  Charles  Harris  was  struck  in  the  head 
by  a  rifled  shell  and  instantly  killed.  At  5:15  rifled  80- pounder  aft 
loaded  with  6  pounds  of  powder  and  solid  Dahlgren  shot,  80  pounds’ 
burst,  in  the  act  of  firing,  into  four  principal  pieces;  the  gun  forward  of 
trunmons  fell  on  deck,  one-third  of  breech  passed  over  mastheads  and 
fell  clear  of  ship  on  starboard  bow,  one  struck  on  port  quarter  and  the 
ourth  piece,  weighing  about  1,000  pounds,  driven  throuo-h  the  deck 
and  magazine,  bringing  up  on  keelson;  set  fire  to  the  ship-  fire 

anTancWflDgn  ed‘  After  reporting  to  the  flag-officer,  hauled  off 
anu  anchored.  During  the  action  expended: 


For  9-inch  shell  gun : 

50  charges  of  10  pounds  each. 
25  shell,  10-second. 

25  shell,  15-second. 

80  cannon  primers. 

For  80-pounder  rifled  gun: 

12  charges  of  5  and  6  pounds. 
22  Dahlgren  shot. 


For  80-pounder  rifled  gun : 

9  Cochran  shell  (percussion  fuze  taken 
out  and  navy  fuze  put  in). 

2  Cochran  shell,  percussion  fuze. 

6  Hotchkiss  shell,  time  fuzes. 

3  Hotchkiss  shell,  percussion  fuzes. 
70  friction  tubes  and  rifled  80-pounder 

No.  10,  of  7,900  pounds. 


■  “  '  —  '-’j  ^ *-  *  H1J.VTO . 

8'~TAt  daylight  got  underway  and  weut  alongside  the  flag¬ 
ship.  Took  on  board  carpenters  to  repair  decks.  Took  on  board  a  long 
u  vdel  and  lts, appurtenances.  At  5  p.  m.  signal  made  from  flag 
ship  Fort  is  ours,”  and  shortly  after  signal  “  Victory.”  A  vessel  and 
battery  at  Fleetwood  Point  on  fire. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Jeffers,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Underwriter. 

U.  S.  S.  Underwriter, 

Off  Roanoke  Island ,  February  9,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations 
ol  this  vessel  curing  the  two  days  preceding  the  capture  of  Eoanoke 
Island  and  dependent  fortifications. 

At  10  a.  m.  on  the  7th  I  weighed  in  obedience  to  your  instructions 
and  led  m,  accompanied  by  the  Ceres  on  one  bow  and  the  Putnam  on 
the  other,  to  define  the  limits  of  the  channel  and  pilot  the  fleet  The 
latter  vessel  soon  grounded  on  the  west  side  of  the  channel,  but  mv 
pilot  proving  an  excellent  one  I  kept  in  the  best  water,  and  about  10:30 
on  passing  the  marshes,  discovered  the  enemy’s  vessels,  which  were 
subsequently  found  to  be  drawn  up  behind  a  barricade  of  sunken  ves¬ 
sels  and  piles  stretching  entirely  across  the  sound,  supported  at  each 
extremity  by  formidable  batteries.  On  discovering  the  advance  of  the 
flotilla  the  rebels  fired  an  alarm  gun. 

V  hen  distant  about  2£  miles,  I  fired  a  shell,  and  subsequently  a 
second  one  at  the  fort,  but  did  not  provoke  a  reply.  On  your  coming 
up  abeam  m  the  Southfield ,  the  rebel  vessels  opened  fire,  which  was 
deliberately  returned.  As  the  other  vessels  gradually  came  up  and  the 
N  w  R— VOL  6 - 3G 
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channel  widened  sufficiently  for  maneuvering,  the  action  became  gen¬ 
eral  with  vessels  and  forts,  the  former  retiring  before  us. 

As  your  instructions  required  me  to  direct  my  attention  to  the ^ves¬ 
sels,  I  moved  up  quite  near  the  barricade,  but  soon  found  that  then 
batteries  were  carefully  constructed,  and  as  I  approached  I  remarked 
gun  after  gun  firing  through  embrasures,  four  ot  which  I  ascertained 
enfiladed  the  barricade.  As  it  was  no  part  of  the  plan  of  attack  to 
force  the  barricade  before  the  reduction  of  the  forts  or  their  serious 
iniurv,  I  allowed  my  vessel  to  drop  back  with  the  current  to  a  position 
where  but  two  guns  bore  upon  her;  these  only  fired  at  me  occasionally. 

The  vessels,  however,  kept  up  a  continued  fire  on  the  most  advanced 
vessels  on  the  left  of  our  line.  In  return  I  made  the  most  deliberate 
firing,  averaging  a  shot  from  each  of  my  rifled  guns  about  once  m  eight 

A  fort  on  Bedstone  Point,  also  one  at  Weir’s  Point,  occasionally  fired 
a  rilled  gun  at  us,  but  at  a  range  too  distant  for  any  effect  except  by 

mere  chance.  ~.  T 

About  3  p.  m.,  the  rebel  steamers  being  a  long  distance  off,  I  edged 
over  toward  the  battery  and  fired  a  dozen  8-inch  shells,  most  of  which 
made  good  practice;  then  returned  to  my  station,  which  I  retained  until 
the  general  signal  to  cease  firing  was  made. 

The  next  morning  I  went  up  and  exchanged  a  few  shots  with  the  bat¬ 
teries,  but  ceased  upon  the  recall  being  made. 

In  the  afternoon,  with  the  steamers  placed  under  my  orders,  viz, 
Underwriter  Valley  City,  Seymour ,  Lockwood,  Ceres ,  Shaw  sheen,  Putnam, 
Whitehead ,  and  Brinker ,  I  proceeded  to  the  barricade  for  the  purpose 
of  removing  a  sufficient  number  of  piles  to  allow  the  passage  ot  the 

vessels  of  the  squadron.  .  T  ,  . 

The  principal  difficulty  consisted  in  finding  the  channel.  In  doing 
this  the  Putnam  grounded,  and  as  she  was  in  a  most  exposed  position, 
if  a  rebel  steamer  lying  at  Redstone  Point  had  advanced,  I  anchored 
and  sent  other  tugs  to  assist  in  getting  her  off.  In  the  meanwhile  I 
sent  boats  to  sound,  and  soon  discovered  several  points  of  passage  prac¬ 
ticable  after  removing  a  few  piles. 

The  Ceres,  however,  which  I  had  sent  on  that  duty,  found  a  passage 
of  sufficient  width  between  an  unfinished  row  of  piles  and  a  sunken 
schooner.  On  this  fact  being  reported  to  me,  I  sent  her  v  ith  se\  era!  of 
the  pilots  to  pass  through  it,  examine  beyond,  and  fix  the  position  of  the 
northeast  point  of  Fulker’s  Shoals.  She  had  passed  about  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  beyond  the  barricade  when  I  observed  some  200  men  in  squads 
running  down  to  a  battery  plainly  visible  near  Weir’s  Point.  I  imme¬ 
diately  recalled  her. 

While  deliberating  on  the  propriety  of  passing  through  the  opening 
thus  discovered,  and  exposing  the  vessels  to  the  converging  and  cross 
fire  of  the  batteries  at  Pork,  Weir’s,  and  Redstone  points,  our  flag  was 
seen  entering  the  battery  at  Pork  Point.  I  immediately  got  underway 
and  passed  the  barricade,  touching  for  a  short  time  on  a  wreck,  owing  to 
one  of  the  other  vessels  getting  athwart  my  bows.  As  soon  as  it  was  per¬ 
ceived  that  we  were  passing  the  barricade  the  rebels  fired  the  buildings 
and  subsequently  exploded  the  magazine  of  the  fort  on  Redstone  Point. 
The  steamer  lying  there  was  also  fired,  showing  that  she  must  have 
been  disabled  by  our  fire  of  yesterday.  While  I  was  fast  closing  the 
passage  the  Lockwood  cut  the  chain  fastening  two  vessels  together  and 
floated  one  of  them  out,  thus  clearing  a  passage  for  herself  and  other 
vessels,  and  the  Valley  City  made  a  dash  at  a  row  of  piles  and  forced  a 
passage  between  them. 
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fo^the^nvi!?6  iti  T?  “6T  d™k’and  f  thick  mist  setting  in,  I  anchored 

sufficients  placed  flaf8  to  mark  tlie  openings  which  are 

sufficiently  wide  for  the  passage  of  any  of  the  vessels 

both  iC  U8I°^  1  have  !>*}?  t0  testify  t0  tlie  coolness  and  attention  of 
both  officers  and  men  of  this  vessel  under  the  difficult  circumstances 
of  being  under  fare  without  being  permitted  to  return  it,  except  at  long 
intervals.  1  am  pleased  to  report  no  casualties. 

Accept  my  congratulations  at  the  complete  success  which  has  been 
achieved  by  our  arms  at  so  small  a  sacrifice. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  N.  Jeffers, 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsbobough,  Umtemnt’  landing. 
Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Quackenbush,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Delaware. 

U.  S.  S.  Delaware, 

Off  Roanoke  Island ,  February  9 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  herewith  submit  to  you  the  following  report  • 

On  the  7th  day  of  February,  1862,  at  10  a.  m.,  the  II.  S.  S.  Delaware, j 
in  obedience  to  a  general  signal  from  the  IJ.  S.  flagship  Southfield ,  got 
underway  and  proceeded  through  the  marshes  toward  the  battery  on 
Roanoke  Island,  known  as  Fort  Sullivan  or  Pig  [Pork]  Point,  mounting 
nine  guns,  which  fort  we  attacked  at  11 : 30  a.  in.,  and  continued  the  fire, 
gradually  closing  in  until  about  3  p.  m.,  when  we  ran  within  a  ship’s 
length,  of  the  shore  for  the  purpose  of  flanking  the  fort,  from  which 
position  we  rendered  good  service  by  throwing  shell  of  5-second  fuze. 

About  this  time  I  left  the  vessel  accompanied  by  my  acting  aid  Act¬ 
ing  Assistant  Paymaster  F.  E.  Curtis,  landed  on  Eoanoke  Island,  dis¬ 
tant  some  1,000  yards  from  Fort  Sullivan,  and  took  possession  of  a  rebel 
tent,  bringing  the  same  on  board,  after  which,  observing  a  light-draft 
army  transport  containing  IT.  S.  troops  proceeding  toward  the  shore 
we  ran  down  for  tlie  purpose  of  covering  their  landing,  which  object  we 
fully  accomplished  by  driving  off  with  shell  a  large  number  of  Con¬ 
federate  troops,  secreted  in  the  woods  in  close  proximity  to  our  landing 

plclC0« 

At  5:15  p.  m.  reported  to  the  flagship  and  then  landed  the  Fifty-first 
Pennsylvania  Regiment,  successfully  accomplishing  it  by  8  p.  m.,  when 
we  hauled  off  and  anchored  some  100  yards  from  the  shore,  remaining 
there  during  the  night  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  troops  that  had 
already  landed. 

The  following  morning,  at  the  request  of  General  Burnside,  sent  Act¬ 
ing  Master  Chase  in  command  of  ten  soldiers  of  the  Ninth  New  Jersey 
Regiment  and  two  boats’  crews  on  shore  for  the  purpose  of  reconnoiter- 
iug.  They  were  accompanied  by  Captain  D’Wolf,  IT.  S.  Army,  and 
returned  at  11  a.  m. 

After  which,  and  during  the  afternoon,  rendered  assistance  to  the 
wounded  on  shore  by  sending  them  the  necessary  medical  attendance, 
warm  water,  etc. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  Quackenbush, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Stephen  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Flotilla  in  Pamlico  Sound. 
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Ordnance  expended  at  Roanoke  Island  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Delaware. 


IX-inch  gun . 

32-pounder,  57  cwt.  gun . 

Howitzer,  12-pounder,  rifled 


50  10-second  fuze. 

10  5-second  fuze. 

12  15  second  fuze. 

12  10-second  fuze. 

9  5-second  fuze 

1  15-second  fuze . .  „  , 

79  projectiles . 1  19  cylinders,  2  pounds. 


>72  cylinders,  10  pounds. 
22  cylinders,  8  pounds. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Delaware. 

February  7,  1862.— At  9:30  a.  m.  got  underway  and  proceeded  on 
cautiously  toward  tlie  enemy's  batteries  on  the  western  end  of  the 
island.  Opened  Are  at  11:30  with  rifle  howitzer  with  shell.  IX-mcli 
gun  opened  lire  a  few  moments  later,  and  the  32-pounder  at  12:30  p.  in. 
Ceased  firing  at  4.  At  3  launched  the  gig,  in  command  of  Commander 
Quackenbush,  and  went  ashore  within  1  mile  of  the  enemy.  Took  pos¬ 
session  and  brought  off  to  the  ship  one  soldiers’  tent.  Retreated  back 
to - at  4:30,  and  landed  troops  of  Fifty-first  Pennsylvania  Regi¬ 

ment,  taken  off  transport  steamer. 

February  8.— At  12:30  p.  m.  ran  to  the  Southfield,  flagship;  proceeded 
to  shore  opposite  temporary  hospital;  sent  surgeon  and  men  to  assist 
the  wounded.  Backed  out  from  shore  and  ran  to  upper  fort,  which  had 
been  taken  possession  of  by  General  Burnside.  Took  the  general  off 
in  our  gig  to  the  flagship.  Returned  to  the  shore  at  8 : 30. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Flusser,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Commodore  Perry. 

U.  S.  S.  Commodore  Perry, 

Off  Elizabeth  City ,  February  16,  1862. 

Sir:  In  the  action  at  Roanoke  Island,  on  the  7th  instant,  we  fired 
two  shots  at  the  enemy’s  steamers  at  long  range  at  thirty  minutes  past 
noon,  and  then  closed  in  and  opened  fire  on  the  battery. 

At  4  p.  m.  ran  out  of  fire,  loaded  our  remaining  shells,  and  resumed 
our  position. 

Fired  during  the  day  172  IX-inch  shells  and  20  shrapnel,  at  distances 
from  2,000  to  800  yards. 

We  were  hit  by  round  shot  from  the  battery  seven  times,  five  times 
in  the  hull.  One  shot  passed  through  the  magazine  and  through  an 
empty  powder  tank,  another  went  between  the  engine  and  boiler  and 
through  one  of  the  water  tanks;  two  shots  struck  the  starboard  wheel. 
We  were  not  materially  injured. 

Andrew  Horton,  private,  Company  D,  Fourth  Rhode  Island  Volun¬ 
teers,  had  a  leg  broken  by  a  splinter.  Xo  other  casualties.  My  officers 
and  men  behaved  well. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Flusser, 
Lieutenant,  Command, toy. 

Commander  S.  C.  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Flusser,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Commodore  Perry. 

U.  S.  S.  Commodore  Perry, 

Cobbs  1  oint  Battery ,  Pasquotank  River ,  February  16,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  concerning  this  vessel  in 
the  action  with  the  Pork  Point  battery  and  the  rebel  fleet,  on  the  7th 

At  thirty  minutes  past  noon  fired  two  shells  at  one  of  the  enemy’s 
steamers,  and  then  closed  in  and  opened  fire  on  the  battery.  At  4  p 
m.,  haying  fired  away  all  our  loaded  shell  and  shrapnel,  ran  out  of 
range,  loaded  the  remainder,  and  resumed  our  former  position.  Fired 
away  our  last  charge  of  powder  just  as  the  signal  was  made  to  cease 

ling.  A  e  threw  170  shells  and  20  shrapnel  at  the  battery,  at  dis¬ 
tances  varying  from  2,000  to  800  yards,  and  fuzes  from  fifteen  second 
to  three  second. 

I  fired  the  greater  number  of  the  shots  myself,  and  I  think  our  fire 
was  very  good.  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Henry  Smith,  at  the  after  gun, 
fired  excellently  well.  We  were  struck  eight  or  nine  times  by  round 
shot,  one  shot  passing  through  the  magazine  and  through  two  empty 
powder  tanks,  another  between  the  engine  and  machinery  and  through 
one  of  our  two  water  tanks. 

Had  the  enemy  fired  shell  instead  of  round  shot  we  must  have  been 
destroyed.  As  it  was,  I  have  no  serious  injury  of  the  vessel  to  report. 

Providence  was  on  our  side,  and  I  have  only  one  serious  accident  to 
mention.  Andrew  Horton,  private,  Company  D,  Fourth  Rhode  Island 
\  olunteers,  was  shotman  at  one  of  the  guns,  and  had  a  leg  broken  by 
a  splinter.  My  officers  and  men  behaved  well. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Flusser, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  H.  Iv.  Davenport, 

U.  S.  S.  Hetzel ,  Commanding  Third  Division. 

P.  S.—  I  hope  you  will  excuse  this  report  being  made  at  so  late  a 
date.  I  have  been  very  busy. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Commodore  Perry. 

February  7, 1862. — Entrance  to  Croatan  Sound.  At  30  minutes  p.  m. 
fired  the  first  shot  at  the  enemy.  At  4  p.  m.  fired  the  last  loaded  shell",’ 
withdrew  and  loaded  the  last  remaining  hollow  shot,  and  returned  again 
in  range  of  the  enemy  and  opened  a  fresh  fire  on  the  battery.  Nine 
shot  pierced  our  vessel.  One  shot  went  through  our  shell  room,  but  did 
not  do  much  damage.  One  man  slightly  wounded.  At  6,  fired  our  last 
charge  of  powder  and  hauled  off. 

February  8.— At  4:40  p.  m.  the  stars  and  stripes  floated  from  the 
rebel  battery.  At  4:55  the  magazine  exploded  in  the  rebel  battery. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Chaplin,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Valley  City. 

U.  S.  S.  Valley  City, 

Off  Elizabeth  City,  A.  C.,  February  10,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  respectfully  beg  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  action 
taken  by  this  vessel  in  the  reduction  of  Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina, 
on  the  7th  and  8th  days  of  February,  1862: 

February  7. — At  9  a.  nu,  agreeably  to  the  instructions  of  Commander 
H.  K.  Davenport,  commanding  the  third  column,  I  took  a  position 
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astern  of  the  II.  8.  S.  Putnam ,  steaming  along  the  southern  shore  of 
Roanoke  Island. 

At  meridian,  in  obedience  to  general  signal  to  u  close  with  the  enemy,” 
I  ran  this  vessel  within  three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  the  shore,  and  engaged 
the  rebel  battery  in  company  with  U.  S.  steamers  Commodore  Perry , 
Morse ,  Whitehead ,  and  Brinker. 

On  the  second  exchange  of  the  enemy’s  fire  a  round  shot  struck  the 
foremast  of  this  vessel,  grazing  it  nearly  to  the  core,  rendering  the  mast, 
I  consider,  unable  to  bear  the  weight  of  the  foresail. 

At  2  p.  m.  the  enemy’s  fort  was  set  on  fire  by  the  shells  from  this  and 
the  other  vessels  with  whom  we  were  in  company. 

At  3  p.  m.  the  flames  within  the  enemy’s  fort  raging  fiercely,  and  their 
fire  having  considerably  slackened,  I  ran  this  vessel  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
nearer  shore,  keeping  up  a  brisk  fire  of  shell  and  round  shot  against 
the  fort.  Received  exchanges  of  the  fire  from  two  guns  on  the  eastern 
angle  of  the  enemy’s  battery. 

At4p.  m.,  the  enemy  keeping  up  only,  a  desultory  fire,  continued 
replying  to  it  until  I  had  expended  all  the  shells  I  had  on  board.  I  then 
resorted  to  round  shot  and  continued  the  fire  until  5 : 30,  when,  in  obe¬ 
dience  to  signal,  I  retired  out  of  range  and  came  to  anchor,  having 
expended  as  follows : 


184  6-pound  charges,  32-pounder. 

99  1-pound  charges,  12-pound  rifle  how¬ 
itzer. 

99  5- second  shells,  32-pounder. 


40  10-second  shells,  32-pounder. 
32  15-second  shells,  32-pounder. 
14  32-pound  solid  shots. 

105  12-pounder  rifle  shells. 


In  the  evening  I  received  from  schooner  Hartvood  the  following  sup¬ 
ply  of  ammunition : 


300  pounds  cannon  powder. 

15  5-second  shells,  32-pounder. 
66  10-second  shells,  32-pounder. 
5  15-second  shells,  32-pounder. 


225  cartridge  hags. 

10  5-second  fuzes. 

20  Dahlgren  rifle  shells. 
300  friction  tubes. 


I  am  happy  to  report  no  casualties  during  the  day  on  board  this  ves¬ 
sel,  the  enemy’s  shot  generally  flying  too  high. 

I  take  pleasure  in  bringing  under  your  notice  the  very  able  assistance 
rendered  me  by  Master’s  Mates  Benjamin  Page  and  Charles  W.  Camp¬ 
bell,  and  the  unflinching  devotion  to  their  duty,  evinced  generally  by 
the  other  officers  and  the  crew  under  my  command  throughout  this  day. 

February  8. — At  10  a.  m.,  in  obedience  to  signal,  I  got  this  vessel 
underway,  stood  toward  the  shore,  and  again  opened  fire  on  the  rebel 
battery,  the  enemy  returning  gun  for  gun.  After  expending  18  6-pound 
charges,  32-pounder;  3  32-pound  solid  shots,  10  10-second  shells, 
32-pounder;  6  15-second  shells,  32-pounder,  and  3  Hotchkiss  percussion 
shells,  in  obedience  to  signal  from  flag-officer,  I  retired  out  of  range, 
steamed  alongside  the  flagship  and  received  orders  to  report  for  duty  to 
Captain  Jeffers,  of  the  steamer  Underwriter. 

Having  received  orders  to  follow  him  up  the  sound,  got  underway 
and  proceeded  up  the  sound.  Came  to  anchor  in  company  with  the 
other  vessels  of  the  flotilla. 

Upon  request  of  Captain  Jeffers  I  dispatched  two  boats  under  charge 
of  Master’s  Mates  Brooks  and  Page  with  our  pilot  to  unmask  the  chan¬ 
nel,  which  was  obstructed  by  a  row  of  piles,  reaching  from  shore  to  shore. 

The  channel  having  been  discovered,  got  underway  in  the  evening  in 
company  with  the  other  vessels,  stood  across  the  piles,  and  came  to 
anchor  off  the  western  point  of  Roanoke  Island. 
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^1  am  happy  to  report  no  Casualties  on  board  this  vessel  during  this 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Chaplin, 

Commander  8.  C.  Eowak,  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Commanding  U.  8.  Flotilla ,  Albemarle  Sound,  Forth  Carolina. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Valley  City. 

February  ? ,  IS 6 2.-  At  9  a.  m.  got  underway  in  obedience  to  signal  and 
stood  up  the  sound  along  the  southern  shore  of  Roanoke  Island,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  the  rest  of  the  fleet.  At  II :  30  the  van  of  the  fleet  exchanged 
snots  with  rebel  batteries  on  shore;  several  rebel  steamers  in  sight  off 
the  western  point  of  the  island.  Called  the  crew  to  quarters  and 
manned  the  port  battery.  At  meridian,  flag-officer  having  made  the 
signal  Close  with  the  enemy,”  ran  within  three-fourths  of  a  mile  of 
the  shore  and  engaged  the  rebel  battery  in  company  with  the  gunboats 
Commodore  Ferry ,  Morse,  Whitehead,  and  sloop  Brinker.  At  1  •  30  p  m 
the  fort  m  flames  from  the  effect  of  our  shells.  A  round  shot  struck 
the  foremast,  grazing  it  nearly  to  the  core.  At  2  the  fire  within  the 
tort  raging  fiercely;  the  whole  fleet  pouring  an  incessant  fire  of  shot 
and  shell  into  the  fort.  At  2:30  the  efforts  of  those  within  the  fort 
apparently  devoted  to  quenching  the  flames.  At  3  gunboats  Commo¬ 
dore  Perry  and  Morse  retired  out  of  range,  having  expended  all  their 
ammunition;  the  flames  within  the  fort  nearly  extinguished.  At  3:15 
stood  in  a  quarter  of  a  mile  nearer  shore,  keeping  up  an  incessant  fire 
ot  shell  and  round  shot;  the  enemy  returning  brisk  exchanges.  The 
firing  from  the  fleet  gradually  subsiding.  At  4,  still  exchanging  shots 
with  the  battery,  crew  working  the  guns  with  unabated  vigor.  No 
casualties,  the  enemy’s  shot  generally  flying  too  high.  From  4  to  6 
the  fort  again  in  flames,  and  completely  enveloped  in  smoke.  At  4 : 45 
the  flames  within  the  fort  apparently  being  got  under,  and  the  fire  from 
the  battery  becoming  desultory,  ran  in  and  let  fly  several  broadsides  and 
stood  out  again.  At  5 : 30  the  enemy  still  exchanging  shots  with  us. 
Our  ammunition  nearly  expended,  hauled  off’ in  obedience  to  signal  and 
came  to  anchor.  From  8  to  midnight  at  anchor  off  the  enemy’s  batterv 
with  the  rest  of  the  fleet. 

February  8. — At  10 : 30  a.  m.,  in  obedience  to  signal,  stood  in  and 
engaged  the  rebel  battery,  exchanging  the  fire  of  the  enemy  until 
11:30,  when,  in  obedience  to  signal,  retired  out  of  range  and  passed 
within  hail  of  the  flagship.  Received  orders  to  report  to  Captain 
Jeffers,  of  steamer  Underwriter.  At  1  p.  m.  steamed  up  the  sound  in 
company  with  four  other  steamers.  At  3  sent  two  boats  to  discover 
the  channel.  At  4: 30,  observing  the  American  ensign  flying  over  the 
enemy’s  battery,  cheered  ship.  From  8  to  6  stood  up  the  sound  across 
a  row  of  piles  driven  by  the  enemy  to  obstruct  the  channel.  Came  to 
anchor  off  the  western  point  of  Roanoke  Island. 


Report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Renshaw,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Commodore  Barney. 

U.  S.  S.  Commodore  Barney, 

Roanoke  Island,  February  11,  1862. 
Sir:  Agreeable  to  your  order,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a 
report  of  the  action  of  this  vessel  against  the  forts  at  Roanoke  Isiand 
on  Friday,  the  7th  instant. 
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Iii  obedience  to  your  signal  on  the  morning  of  that  day  for  the 
IX-inch  guns  to  advance  at  10  a.  m.,  I  engaged  the  southern  or  lower 
battery  with  15- second  fuzes.  The  first  two  shots  fell  a  little  short, 
when  I  again  advanced  and  was  successful  in  throwing  my  sliel  s 
directly,  as  I  supposed,  into  the  fort.  At  11  a.  m.,  wishing  to  tiy  the 
10-second  fuzes,  went  in  still  nearer,  but  got  aground,  and  before  get¬ 
ting  afloat  used  what  10-second  fuzes  I  had  on  board,  amounting  to  <30, 
but  think  the  greater  part  of  them  took  effect  on  the  houses  in  the  rear 
of  battery,  as  the  flames  soon  burst  out  from  that  quarter.  Alter  get¬ 
ting  in  deep  water  again,  I  took  position  for  15-second  fuzes,  an  i 
appeared  that  all  the  shells  did  good  execution,  as  I  was  failed  from 
the  steamer  Picket  and  told  that  the  shots  were  beautiful.  At  this  time 
I  directed  all  the  5-second  fuzes  to  be  changed  to  15-second,  as  I  could 
not  get  near  enough  to  use  the  former,  and,  to  the  best  of  my  judg¬ 
ment,  out  of  the  entire  number  of  shells  thrown,  but  6  fell  outside  the 

fort _ 99  from  No.  1,  or  forward  gun,  and  25  from  No.  2,  or  after  gun, 

leaving  6  on  board,  when  it  had  grown  so  dark  that  I  could  scarcely 
see  your  general  signal  of  recall.  At  3:30  p.  m.  this  vessel  received 
one  shot  through  her  upper  works,  and  one  shell  burst  on  the  forward 
deck,  but  I  am  happy  to  state  that  no  one  was  injured. 

I  would  most  respectfully  testify  to  the  good  conduct  of  the  officers 
and  crew,  together  with  the  soldiers  on  board,  and  particularly  to  the 
good  shooting  of  Master’s  Mates  Hill  and  Washburn. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  E.  T.  Eenshaw, 

Acting  Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Flag  Officer  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Off  Roanoke  Island. 


Report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Collioun,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Hunchback. 

U.  S.  S.  Hunchback, 

Croatan  Sound ,  North  Carolina ,  February  10,  1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  date,  I  respectfully  submit 
the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  this  vessel  in  the  engagement 
of  the  7th  instant  with  the  enemy’s  battery  and  gunboats: 

We  went  into  action  about  11  a.  in.,  directing  most  of  our  efforts 
against  their  gunboats.  They  having  in  a  short  time  withdrawn  from 
range  of  our  guns,  in  obedience  to  your  signal,  I  closed  in  with  the 
battery  on  Pork  Point,  going  as  far  in  as  my  draft  of  water  would  per¬ 
mit.  At  3 :  30  p.  m.  a  shot  struck  the  engine,  carrying  away  the  top  of 
one  of  the  cylinder  guide  rods  and  the  spring  bow,  and  disabled  it.  I 
then  anchored  and  sprung  on  the  battery,  with  which  I  was  engaged 
until  nearly  dark,  part  of  the  time  being  under  a  cross  fire  from  the 
enemy’s  gunboats.  The  Hunchback  was  struck  by  the  enemy’s  shot 
eight  times,  one  coming  through  the  hull  just  above  the  water  line. 
We  fired  201  shell  and  4  shrapnel  from  the  three  IX  inch  guns,  and  24 
solid  shot,  12  percussion,  and  64  paper-case  fuze  shells  from  the  100- 
pounder  rifle.  Though  we  were  in  the  thickest  of  the  engagement,  no 
one  was  hurt. 

Too  much  praise  can  not  be  given  to  the  officers  and  men  under  my 
command  for  the  manner  in  which  they  did  their  duty.  No  commander 
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ill  battle  was  ever  better  supported,  and  they  all  deserve  well  of  their 
country.  . 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edm.  E.  Colhoun, 

Acting  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  off  Roanoke  Island, 

P.  S.— I  should  have  mentioned  that  Acting  Second  Engineer  Eobert 
E .  Drown  and  Patrick  J.  Quigley,  landsman,  were  slightly  hurt  bv 
splinters.  °  J 

E.  E.  0. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Hunchback. 

February  7,1862. — Off  Eoanoke  Island,  North  Carolina.  At  9:55 
a.  m.  hove  up  anchor  and  proceeded  up  the  sound  in  company  with 
other  gunboats.  At  10 : 15  flagship  made  signal,  “  Our  country  expects 
every  man  to  do  his  duty.”  At  10:30  prepared  for  action,  steamed  in 
toward  the  battery,  as  signaled  by  flagship,  and  opened  fire  on  Pork 
Point  battery  and  also  the  rebel  fleet  ou  the  left  of  the  battery,  consist¬ 
ing  of  eight  gunboats,  using  15-second  shell  from  100-pounder  gun,  dis¬ 
tance  about  2  miles,  the  rebel  fleet  and  battery  answering  our  fire.  At 
12:45  p.  m.  the  flagship  signaled  to  engage  battery  at  mortar  range, 
ISO.  3370.  Steamed  in  close,  using  10-second  shell  from  IX-inch  guns. 
At  3: 30  received  a  32-pound  shot  from  the  battery,  striking  the  guide 
rod  of  the  engine,  breaking  it  off  15  inches  from  the  top  and  disabling 
the  engine.  Signaled  the  flagship  that  the  engine  was  disabled: 
received  answer,  “Use  your  own  discretion.”  Came  to  anchor  Avitli 
spring  on  our  cable,  00  fathoms  of  chain  out,  and  got  our  broadside  to 
bear  on  the  battery.  Continued  firing  with  our  shell  guns.  At  6  battery 
ceased  firing,  got  up  our  anchor  and  hauled  out  of  range  and  came  to 
anchor  again.  We  received  during  the  action  eight  shot,  one  of  them 
remaining  aboard’of  us,  the  remaining  seven  passing  through  the  upper 
works  and  overboard.  No  one  hurt.  Ammunition  expended  during 
action:  70  IX-inch,  15-second,  130  10-second,  4  5  second,  and  4  shrap¬ 
nel;  total,  208  IX-inch.  Eifle'ammunition :  24  solid  shot,  12  percussion, 
and  G4  paper  fuzes,  viz,  38  15-second,  1  20-second,  and  25  5-second; 
total,  100  shot  and  shell  for  100-pounder  rifle. 

February  8. — At  11 :  30  a.  m.  got  underway  and  ran  down  to  the  flag¬ 
ship  and  came  to  anchor. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Behm,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Southfield, 
transmitting  an  account  of  ammunition  expended. 

U.  S.  S.  Southfield, 
Croatan  Sound ,  February  10, 1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  day,  I  have  the  honor  to 
state  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Southfield ,  under  my  command,  and  hon¬ 
ored  by  your  presence  and  flag,  opened  fire  on  the  rebel  fleet  between 
Weir’s  Point  and  Pork  Point  and  on  the  fort  at  Pork  Point  at  11:30 
a.  m.  on  the  7th  instant.  We  continued  firing  until  sundown,  when 
you  gave  the  order  to  cease  firing,  and  we  came  to  an  anchor  in  11  feet. 
As  you  were  on  deck  during  the  whole  of  the  engagement,  it  will  be 
unnecessary  for  me  to  particularize.  Officers  and  creAV  behaved  coolly. 
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Allow  mo  to  call  your  attention  to  the  valuable  services  rendered  by 
Acting  Master  Richard  VeverSj*  my  executive  officer,  who  had  charge 
of  the  forward  division  of  guns,  and  contributed  largely  to  the  efficiency 
of  the  100-pounder  Parrott  rifle  and  No.  2  IX-inch  shell  gun.  The 
captains  of  both  those  guns  showed  coolness  aud  skill,  and  made  some 
splendid  shooting.  Their  names  are  John  Johnson  and  Charles  Cole¬ 
man.  Acting  Master’s  Mate  W.  F.  Pratt,  who  had  charge  of  the  after 
division  and  directed  all  the  firing  there,  deserves  much  praise.  He 
had  as  gun’s  crew  17  men  of  the  Ninth  New  Jersey  Regiment,  who 
behaved  remarkably  well,  considering  that  they  were  not  used  to  the 
handling  of  large  guns.  Mr.  Pratt  made  excellent  shots  whenever  he 
could  get  the  range,  clear  of  other  vessels.  In  fact,  I  believe  we  never 
fired  a  shot  over  or  near  any  of  our  own  vessels,  and  the  Southfield  being 
very  long,  and  often  very  near  the  bottom,  made  her  difficult  to  manage. 
Mr.  Haynes  [Haynie^J,  acting  master  and  pilot,  rendered  me  very  valu 
able  assistance.  On  the  8th  we  commenced  firing  on  the  fort  again  at 
9:20  a.  m.  and  ceased  firing  at  10  a.  m.  by  your  orders.  Came  to  an 
anchor  immediately  after  in  10  feet  of  water  and  stopped  there  till  you 
left  us  at  6  p.  m.,  when  the  Philadelphia  came  alongside. 

We  met  with  no  casualties  and  had  only  one  shot  (a  32-pounder)  pass 
through  our  upper  works,  and  that  was  about  5  p.  m.  on  the  7th,  when 
we  were  in  range  of  the  Hunchback ,  who  was  at  anchor  with  a  spring 
on  her  cable.  We  have  received  no  injury,  and  have  been  ready  for 
service  all  the  time. 

The  slight  damage  done  to  the  upper  works  was  repaired  by  a  gang 
of  carpenters  kindly  sent  by  you  on  the  9th.  Annexed  please  find 
account  of  ammunition  received,  expended,  and  on  hand. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chs.  F.  W.  Behm, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Southfield. 

Commodore  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag- Officer,  U.  S.  Flag-  Steamer  Philadelphia. 

[Enclosure.] 

Account  of  shot,  shell,  and  ammunition  expended  on  hoard  the  U.  S.  S.  Southfield  from 
January  16  to  February  8,  1862,  inclusive. 

100-POUNDER  PARROTT  RIFLED  GUN. 


When  expended. 

Solid  shot. 

Shell. 

Cartridges. 

January  16 . 

1 

February  4 . 

1 

1 

2 

February  7 . 

6 

87 

93 

February  8 . 

10 

Total . 

8 

98 

96 

IX-INCH  GUNS. 


When  expended. 

Shell. 

Cartridges. 

J  anuary  16 . 

J anuary  20 . 

February! . 

February? . 

148 

February  8 . 

13 

Total . 

165 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Behm,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Southfield 

regarding  captured  material. 

U.  S.  S.  Southfield, 
Croatan  Sound ,  February  11 ,  1862 — 1  p.  rn. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  we  have  two  32-pounders 
with  carriages  complete  on  board  sloop  Granite,  and  that  before  night 
1  trust  to  have  another  one  and  the  32-pounder  on  the  Curlew 
We  have  a  large  quantity  of  grape,  solid  shot,  shell,  and  ali  sorts  of 
inmumtion,  two  lull  tanks  (marked  U.  S.  S.  Merrimack ),  and  many 
other  things  I  shall  try  to  save  all  I  can,  which  may  be  of  use  to  us, 
and  will  send  in  my  report  in  full  when  we  have  linished.  The  fort  was 
made  by  hauling  two  canal  boats  along  the  shore  and  then  filling  up 
with  sod,  or  rather  both  mud  and  sod,  interlined  with  and  braced  on 
the  outside  with  timber.  The  whole  battery  had  seven  32-pounders,  all 
stolen  trom  the  L  mted  States.  One  of  the  canal  boats  was  fired  and 
the  magazine  was  blown  up.  The  other  is  the  C.  A.  Nichols ,  of  Norfolk, 
Va.,  and  when  we  have  all  we  want  out  of  her  I  shall  have  her  set  on 
fire  also,  and  then  there  will  be  nothing  to  build  on  again.  I  sent  Act- 
ing  Masters  Mate  Hammond,  belonging  to  the  Delaware,  this  morning 
to  reconnoiter,  and  this  will  be  handed  to  you  by  him.  He  had  charge 
ol  a  div  ision  of  the  launches,  and  went  in  the  launch  Union  to  see  about 
the  state  ot  things  on  shore.  He  will  be  able  to  give  you  all  the  news 
he  lias  picked  up.  I  thought  it  best  to  send  him  to  you  so  that  .you 
might  examine  him  yourself.  We  shall  be  able  to  get  some  5  or  6 
anchors,  4  water  tanks  of  about  400  gallons  each  (one  marked  Colorado ) 

2  chains,  and  many  other  things.  The  fort  is  about  220  feet  long,  and’ 
as  I  said  before,  was  mounted  by  7  guns.  Mr.  Hammond  will  give  you 
all  the  news  about  the  inhabitants,  and  about  a  fort  some  3  miles  above 
this.  If  you  make  no  different  disposition  of  him,  I  should  be  glad  to 
have  him  on  boa- 1  here  until  the  Delate  are,  to  which  he  belongs,  returns. 

I  shall  try  to  keep  you  informed  of  my  proceedings,  and,  if  you  would 
allow  me  to  give  the  fishermen  permission  to  use  their  nets  I  might  be 
able  to  supply  you  with  fresh  shad.  Mr.  Hammond  will  speak  to  you 
about  this. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chs.  F.  W.  Behm, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Southfield. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag- Steamer  Philadelphia,  Croatan  Sound. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Hays,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Morse,  transmitting  account 

of  ammunition  expended. 

U.  S.  S.  Morse, 

Off  Roanoke  Island,  February  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  10th  instant,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  herewith  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  this  vessel 
during  the  engagement  of  the  7th  instant: 

At  11 : 30  a.  m.  I  approached  the  shore  to  within  about  1,500  yards 
and  opened  fire  with  15-second  shell  upon  the  enemy’s  steamers,  dis¬ 
abling  the  steamer  Curlew'. 

About  the  same  time  I  commenced  firing  with  10-second  and  5-second 
shell  upon  the  battery  on  [Pork]  Point,  but  finding  that  the  latter 
exploded  short  of  the  battery  I  ran  in  near  enough  to  do  execution.  I 
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then  continued  firing  until  my  shell  were  all  expended.  At  4:30  p.  m., 
signalized  to  the  flagship  uIn  want  of  shell,”  whereupon  Captain  Case 
ordered  me  to  withdraw  and  anchor  for  the  night.  I  have  to  report  the 
loss  of  one  man,  Eli  Holden  (seaman),  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  during 
the  engagement.  The  vessel,  although  struck  by  shot  and  shell,  sus¬ 
tained  no  material  injury.  It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  brave  and  gallant  conduct  of  my  officers  and  crew  dur¬ 
ing  the  whole  engagement.  I  herewith  enclose  a  report  of  ammunition 
expended. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Peter  Hays, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Roanoke  Island. 

[Enclosure.] 

Ammunition  expended  on  hoard  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Morse  during  the  engagement  off  Uoanohe 

Island,  February  7,  1862. 

36  o-second  shell.  1  52  10-second  shell.  1  32  15-second  shell. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Morse. 

February  7,  1862—  At  8  a.  m.  the  flagship  signaled  to  get  underway. 
At  10:30  saw  the  rebel  fleet  and  batteries  in  northeast  direction.  At 
11  commenced  firing  at  the  enemy,  and  continued  the  engagement  until 
5 : 45  [p.  m.].  At  4  p.  m.  a  ball  from  the  enemy  passed  through  the  hull 
near  the  bluff  of  the  bow.  *  At  4: 30  a  seaman  was  killed  by  a  shot  from 
the  enemy.  At  5 :  45  signaled  the  flagship  that  shot  was  expended.  At 
6  went  alongside  the  Philadelphia  and  took  on  board  16  shell  and  2  kegs 
powder. 

February  8. — At  10 : 30  a.  m.  buried  E.  Holden,  of  New  Bedford,  Mass., 
on  shore  at  Roanoke  Island.  From  12  until  4  p.  m.  two  divisions  of  the 
fleet  succeeded  in  removing  the  piles  driven  in  the  channel  by  the  rebels. 
At  4:30  p.  m.  the  flagship  signaled,  “The  victory  is  ours.” 


Report  of  Acting  Master  French,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Whitehead. 

U.  S.  S.  Whitehead, 

Off  Roanoke  Island ,  North  Carolina ,  February  9 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  engaged  the  battery  on  the  7th  instant  at  12  in.,  and  kept  up 
a  continual  fire  till  5:45  p.  m.  at  the  distance  of  1,300  to  1,500  yards, 
throwing  shell  effectively. 

I  expended  during  the  time  98  shell,  and  am  happy  to  say  no  casual¬ 
ties  occurred. 

My  officers  and  men  merit  my  warmest  thanks  for  their  promptness 
during  the  action,  particulary  T.  W.  Cook,  paymaster’s  clerk,  who  ren¬ 
dered  important  aid  in  attending  to  the  signals. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  A.  French, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding  Steamer  Whitehead. 

Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Naval  Flotilla ,  Pamlico  and  Albemarle  Sounds. 
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Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Whitehead. 

February  7,  1862. — At  11  a.  m.  entered  tlie  marshes  and  proceeded 
up  tor  the  fort.  At  12 : 30  engaged  the  rebel  battery  at  long  range,  fir¬ 
ing  an  occasional  shot  at  the  rebel  steamers,  which  had  taken  a  position 
to  windward.  The  action  soon  became  general,  and  was  kept  up  with¬ 
out  intermission  during  the  afternoon.  Shortened  our  range  to  1,200 
yards.  At  2  p.  m.  the  batteries  were  discovered  to  be  on  fire,  which, 
however,  the  rebels  soon  succeeded  in  extinguishing.  At  3  the  seces¬ 
sion  flag  was  shot  away,  but  was  soon  replaced.  At  4  the  Federal 
forces  were  being  landed  from  the  transports.  At  5,  having  expended 
all  our  shell,  we  retired  from  the  action,  having  received  no  injury  dur¬ 
ing  the  day.  The  number  of  shells  fired,  98. 

February  8.— From  8  to  meridian :  Owing  to  the  supply  of  ammunition 
and  ordnance  stores  in  the  schooner  Howard  being  nearly  exhausted, 
we  took  on  board  from  her  eight  empty  shell,  being  all  there  were  on 
the  schooner  suitable  for  our  gun.  Received  on  board  powder,  fuzes, 
and  one  package  of  overshirts  to  make  cartridge  cylinders.  Filled  eight 
shell  and  put  in  10-second  fuzes.  Started  for  the  barricade.  At  4  p.  m. 
started  to  pass  through  the  obstructions  placed  across  the  river.  At  5 
steamer  Lockwood  discovered  a  passage,  passed  through,  and  anchored. 
At  6  the  magazine  of  one  of  the  rebel  forts,  which  had  been  set  on  fire 
when  they  retreated,  blew  up  with  a  terrific  explosion. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Graves,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  John  L.  Lockwood. 

U.  S.  S.  Lockwood, 
Elisabeth  City,  JJ.  C.,  Febr  uary  12,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of  the  action 
at  Roanoke  Island  on  the  7th  instant: 

Commenced  the  engagement  at  12  m.  and  continued  it  until  6  p.  m., 
without  any  casualties. 

Total  expenditure  of  ammunition:  Eighty-six  rounds,  12-pounder; 
62  rounds,  80-pounder. 

Resumed  the  action  with  the  enemy’s  battery  at  9  a.  m.  on  the  8th  in¬ 
stant,  which  lasted  about  forty-five  minutes.  No  casualties.  Expended 
8  rounds  80-pounder  ammunition. 

I  can  not  speak  too  highly  of  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men 
under  my  command. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  Craves, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Lockwood. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Alex.  Murray, 

Commanding  Second  Column. 


Report.of  Acting  Master  Giddings,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Henry  Brinker. 

U.  S.  S.  Henry  Brinker, 

Off  Roanoke  Island ,  February  13,  1862. 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  orders  of  the  10th  instant,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  report  of  my  engagement  with  the  enemy  on 
the  7th  instant: 

At  10:15  a.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  took  up  my  position  in  column, 
agreeable  to  signal. 
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At  11  a.  m.  observed  tbe  following  signal  from  tbe  flagship:  “Our 
country  expects  every  man  to  do  his  duty,”  which  was  observed  by  my 
crew  with  cheers. 

At  32  m.  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy  from  my  position  in  column, 
and  shortly  after  obtained  permission  from  Lieutenant  Werden,  of  the 
/Stars  and  Stripes,  to  go  in  nearer  and  engage  the  battery.  .Ran  in  close 
and  continued  the  engagement  until  3 : 20  p.  m.,  when,  having  expended 
my  ammunition,  I  was  obliged  to  withdraw. 

I  immediately  proceeded  to  the  Stars  and  Stripes  for  a  supply,  and 
was  sent  to  the  Delaware;  from  her  went  to  the  Philadelphia,  thence  to 
the  Stars  and  Stripes;  from  her  to  the  flagship,  and  back  to  the  Phila¬ 
delphia,  but  could  get  none.  Night  coming  on,  I  came  to  an  anchor 
near  the  Stars  and  Stripes. 

The  vessel  was  not  injured  by  the  enemy’s  fire  and  no  casualties 
occurred  among  my  ship’s  company. 

I  take  pleasure  in  saying  that  throughout  the  action  my  officers  and 
crew  all  behaved  with  the  utmost  gallantry  and  coolness. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  E.  Giddings, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Henry  Drinker. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Henry  Brinker. 

February  7,  1862. — Weighed  anchor  and  proceeded  in  line  through 
the  marshes.  Action  commenced  by  Southfield.  Fired  first  gun  and 
ran  alongside  Stars  and  JStripes  and  asked  permission  to  go  nearer 
inshore,  which  was  granted.  At  12:20  the  action  became  general; 
battery  responding  slowly,  but  without  effect.  At  3:20  p.  m.  hauled 
off  and  made  signal,  “Ammunition,  in  want  of.”  Ean  to  Stars  and 
Stripes,  was  sent  to  Delaware,  returned  to  Stars  and  Stripes,  sent  to  flag¬ 
ship  Southfield ,  Captain  Case  sent  us  to  schooner  Howard  and  alongside 
Philadelphia;  found  none;  again  to  Philadelphia;  finding  none,  ran 
ahead  and  anchored  at  7  p.  m. 

February  8.— At  7 :30  a.  m.  captain  took  the  second  cutter  and  went 
aboard  the  Stars  and  Stripes  and  procured  1  keg  of  powder.  Cruised 
around  among  the  army  gunboats  and  procured  30  shell  and  20 
charges  of  powder.  Engaged  filling  shell  and  making  cartridges.  At 
12  m.  flagship  signalized  “Attack  batteries.”  At  12:20  ran  in  toward 
battery  and  was  signaled  from  Southfield,  “Pass  within  hail.”  Ean 
alongside  and  was  ordered  to  report  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Jeffers 
and  was  ordered  to  follow  on  the  left  and  assist  in  passing  spiles.  At 
4:15  p.  m.  Federal  troops  took  possession  of  batteries;  4:30  rebels  set 
fire  lO  buildings  and  battery  on  Croatan  and  to  steamer  Curlew,  which 
was  abandoned  and  ashore.  Passed  spile  blockade  in  company  with 
Lockwood.  Ean  about  a  mile,  taking  possession  of  a  lighter  load  of 
shovels  and  was  signalized,  “Eeturn.”  At  6:50  came  to  anchor  above 
the  spiles  blockade  one-fourth  of  a  mile. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Wells,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Isaac  N.Seymour. 

IT.  S.  S.  1.  N.  Seymour, 
Croatan  Sound,  February  16.  1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  10th  instant,  I  herein  have 
the  honor  to  report  the  amount  of  ammunition  expended,  together  with 
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the  casualties  on  board  this  vessel  during  the  action  of  the  7th  and  8th 

1U.  StRillti* 

At  11  o’clock  and  40  minutes  a.  in.,  took  a  position  within  14  miles  of 
the  lower  battery  on  Roanoke  Island.  I  opened  fire  with  both  bow  and 
stern  guns,  using- percussion  shell  from  Parrott  gun  and  shot  and  shell 
alternately  m  rifled  howitzer,  directing  my  fire  wholly  at  the  three 
barbette  guns  on  the  southern  extremity  of  the  battery,  keeping  up  a 
continuous  fire  until  5:30  p.  in.,  when,  finding  our  ammunition  to  be 
reduced  to  23  rounds,  having  expended  91  rounds  from  30-pounder  Par- 
lott  and  112  from  rifled  howitzer,  I  hauled  off  to  procure  a  fresh  supply, 
being  detained  until  dark  in  obtaining  the  same,  by  which  time  the 
filing  on  both  sides  had  ceased.  My  boat,  in  company  with  others,  was 
ordered  on  picket  duty  near  the  barricade  extending  across  the  sound 
from  Koanoke  Island  to  the  mainland.  I  regret  to  add  that  Mr.  Stephen 
Melius,  head  engineer,  was  dangerously  wounded  in  the  hip,  and  Will¬ 
iam  Singleton,  powderman,  instantly  killed  by  the  enemy’s  shot  during 
the  afternoon.  No  damage  was  done  to  vessel,  if  I  except  the  joiner 
work  and  windows,  broken  by  the  concussion  of  our  own  guns,  and  a 
hawser  cut  twice  in  two  by  an  enemy’s  shot. 

Saturday,  the  8th  instant,  at  8:40  a.  in.,  got  underway  and  ran  down 
to  within  1,500  yards  of  the  battery,  returning  the  enemy’s  fire,  com¬ 
pletely  silencing  for  the  time  the  three  barbette  guns  before  mentioned. 
At  10:55  a.  m.  a  signal  from  the  flagship  to  cease  firing.  Hauled  off 
and  anchored. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

P.  S.  Wells, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  I.  A.  Seymour. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  MacDiarmid,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Ceres. 

IT.  S.  S.  Geres, 

Off  Roanoke  Island ,  February  15 ,  1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  1 0th  instant,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  this  vessel  on  the 
7th  and  8th  instant  at  the  attack  on  Koanoke  Island.  About  10:45 
a.  in.,  the  Ceres  in  advance  of  the  right  column,  I  received  permission 
from  Commander  S.  C.  Kowan  to  open  fire  with  my  rifled  Parrott 
30-pounder;  I  immediately  commenced  firing;  found  the  first  shot  fell 
short;  moved  closer  up,  until  I  got  within  range  of  theenemy’s  steamers; 
11  a.  m.,  commenced  firing  at  the  enemy’s  steamers  with  the  rifled 
30-pounder.  At  2  p.  in.,  stood  in  toward  the  fort,  until  I  found  I 
was  within  range  for  the  32-pounder  shell  gun;  commenced  firing  with 
the  32-pounder  on  the  fort,  and  firing  on  the  enemy’s  steamers  with  the 
rifled  gun;  4  p.  m.,  R.  M.  Coleman,  master’s  mate,  in  command  of  the 
32-pounder,  and  Alexander  Hand,  first  loader,  were  slightly  wounded  by 
the  premature  discharge  of  the  gun,  resulting  from  the  improper  serv¬ 
ing  of  the  vent.  Ran  alongside  IT.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes ,  and  had 
their  wounds  dressed;  from  thence  went  alongside  store  schooner  How¬ 
ard  and  received  65  32-pounder  shells  and  2  barrels  powder;  ran  in 
under  the  guns  of  the  fort  again  and  commenced  firing  as  before  on  the 
fort  and  steamers;  5p.  m.,  a  shell  from  the  enemy  struck  on  the  upper 
deck,  splitting  one  of  the  beams,  going  through  the  lower  deck,  bursting 
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under  tlie  boiler,  carrying  away  one  of  the  grates  of  the  furnace.  About 
sundown  signal  was  made  u Cease  firing.”  Stood  out  and  came  to  an 
anchor. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  MacDiarmid, 
Acting  Master ,  Commanding  Ceres. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  MacDiarmid,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Ceres,  regarding 

ammunition  expended. 

IT.  S.  S.  Geres, 

Off  Roanoke  Island ,  February  15,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  ammunition 
expended,  on  board  this  vessel  during  the  action  of  the  7th  and  8th 
instant : 


7th  instant. 

50  rifled  shells,  friction  primer. 

38  percussion  shells. 

22  32-pounder  shells,  15-second  fuzes. 
22  32-pounder  shells,  10-second  fuzes. 
11  32-pounder  shells,  5-second  fuzes. 


8th  instant. 

8  32-pounder  shells,  10-second  fuzes. 
3  rilled  percussion  shells. 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  MacDiarmid, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding  17.  S.  S.  Ceres. 


Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Hotehkiss,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  General  Putnam. 

IT.  S.  S.  General  Putnam, 

Croatan  Sound,  February  14,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  10th  instant,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  folio  wing  report  of  our  engagement  with  the  enemy  on 
the  7th  and  8th  instant: 

After  12  o’clock  m.  of  the  7th  I  steamed  up  on  the  right  of  the 
squadron  and  commenced  firing  upon  the  battery  with  my  20-pounder 
Parrott  gun,  using  shrapnel,  with  20-second  fuzes,  bursting  them 
directly  over  the  battery;  kept  approaching  the  battery  and  steadily 
firing,  changing  the  fuze  to  15-second,  then  to  10-second,  and  to  5-second, 
until  within  700  yards  of  the  battery.  Then,  with  broadside  to,  keep¬ 
ing  the  boat  in  motion,  I  commenced  firing  shot  and  shell  from  our 
32-pounder,  directing  my  fire  at  the  enemy’s  guns,  continuing  a  steady 
fire  from  both  guns  until  half  past  5  o’clock  p.  m.  The  shots  from  the 
enemy’s  battery  passed  to  the  right  and  left,  but  mostly  over  our  heads. 
For  about  one  hour  we  received  a  cross  fire  from  the  rebel  steamers  on 
our  left.  We  were  once  on  fire  near  the  machinery  on  the  hurricane 
deck,  but  it  was  soon  extinguished  and  but  little  damage  done. 

My  powder  being  expended,  I  reported  to  the  commander  in  chief, 
who  ordered  me  to  the  schooner  Howard  for  a  supply.  During  the 
night  we  made  100  cartridge  bags;  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  we  filled 
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them  and  started  in  company  with  the  Under  tor  iter  and  several  other 
boats  to  pass  the  blockade  of  sunken  vessels.  The  battery  opened  fire 
upon  us,  which  we  replied  to  for  nearly  one  hour,  when  we  were  recalled. 
Through  the  whole  engagement,  I  am  thankful  to  say,  no  one  was  hurt 
on  board  this  vessel. 

T  take  great  pleasure  in  saying  that  the  officers  and  men  under  my 
command  pointed  the  guns  with  'weat  precision,  doing  much  credit  to 
themselves  and  honor  to  that  g  rious  flag  which  waves  so  proudly 
over  us.  1  J 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  .  Wm.  J.  Hotchkiss, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding  U.  S.  8.  General  Putnam. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborougit, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron . 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Hotchkiss,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  General  Putnam,  regard¬ 
ing  ammunition  expended. 


U.  S.  S.  General  Putnam, 

Croatan  Sound ,  February  14,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  10th  instant,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  report  of  ammunition  expended  during  the 
engagement  with  the  enemy’s  battery  on  the  7th  and  8th  instant: 


56  shrapnel  for  20  pounder  Parrott. 

56  fuses  for  20-pounder  Parrott. 

47  percussion  shell  for  20-pounder  Par¬ 
rott. 


103  cartridges  for  20-pounder  Parrott. 
43  cartridges  for  32-pounder. 

18  shells  lor  32-pounder. 

25  solid  shot  for  32 -pounder. 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  J.  Hotchkiss, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding  U.  8.  8.  General  Putnam. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Woodward,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Shawsheen. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Shawsheen, 

Off  Roanoke  Island,  February  17,  1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you 
the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  steamer  in  the  bombard¬ 
ment  off  Eoanoke  Island  on  the  7th  and  8th  instant: 

On  the  7th  instant,  at  11.45  a.  m.,  our  first  shell  was  fired,  which  fell 
shoit  ot  the  battery.  Stood  in  until  within  g’ood  range,  when  we  took 
a  position  on  the  front  wing  and  engaged  the  battery,  firing  alternately 
from. both  rifled  guns.  This  position  was  maintained  until  sunset,  when 
the  signal  was  made  on  board  the  flagship  to  cease  firing,  having  received 
no  material  injury  throughout  the  action. 

I  have  only  to  add  that  I  was  ably  sustained  by  all  the  officers  and 
crew  under  my  command. 

After  dark  I  was  ordered  to  take  a  position  in  advance  of  the  fleet, 
to  watch  any  movements  of  the  enemy  which  might  take  place  through 
the  night.  Nothing  occurring  worthy  of  note,  at  8.30  a.  m.,  8th  instant, 
N  w  R— VOL  6 - 37 
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I  was  ordered  to  make  another  attack  on  the  battery,  which  attack 
lasted  for  an  hour,  when  signal  was  made  to  cease  firing,  when  all  the  gam- 
boats  engaged  retired  without  one  receiving  any  damage.  I  expended 
throughout  the  engagement  82  rounds  of  ammunition.  Having  no  shot, 
shell  were  used  altogether. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

’  ’  Thos.  J.  Woodward, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough. 


Report  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Boomer,  commanding  U.  S.  sloop  Granite,  regarding  ammu¬ 
nition  expended. 

U.  S.  Sloop  Granite, 
Croatan  Sound ,  February  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  would  most  respectfully  report  that  during  the  action  of  the 
7tli  and  8th  instant  I  expended  26  5-second  and  4  10-second  shell  and 
16  solid  shot  and  46  8-pound  charges.  Casualties,  none;  injured,  none. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Boomer, 

Acting  Master’s  Mate,  Commanding  U.  S.  Sloop  Granite. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough. 


Report  of  Midshipman  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  howitzer  battery  in  cooperation  with 

the  army. 


U.  S.  S.  Hunchback, 

Off  Roanoke  Island ,  February  10,  1S62. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  10th  instant,  I  now  submit 
to  you  a  detailed  account  of  the  operations  of  my  battery  during  the 
engagement  with  the  rebels  on  Eoauoke  Island,  February  S,  1862. 
The  officers  of  the  battery  were  as  follows,  viz: 

Acting  Master  Charles  Daniels,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Hetzel ;  Lieutenants 
Tillotson  and  Hughes,  of  the  Union  Coast  Guard;  Flag-Officer’s  Clerk 
Edward  P.  Meeker,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Philadelphia ;  Acting  Master’s  Mate 
J.  B.  Hammond,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Delaware ;  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Wal¬ 
ter  Griffith,  of  the  IT.  S.  S.  Underwriter. 

At  4:30  p.  m.,  February  7,  the  signal  was  made  to  land  the  troops, 
and  Brigadier-General  Burnside  ordered  me  to  proceed  to  Ashby’s 
Cove  and  report  to  General  Beno. 

This  I  immediately  did  and  was  ordered  by  him  to  disembark  the 
pieces. 

As  soon  as  they  were  landed,  I  formed  them  in  column  of  pieces  and 
advanced  inland  to  the  fork  of  the  roads;  here  I  stationed  two  of  the 
pieces.  Two  of  the  remaining  pieces  I  stationed  about  one-half  a  mile 
in  advance  on  the  left  fork,  and  the  other  two  about  the  same  distance 
in  advance  on  the  right  fork. 

Here  we  remained  until  7  a.  m.,  February  8,  when  General  Foster 
came  up  with  his  brigade  to  make  the  advance  and  ordered  me  to  follow 
on  after  the  Twenty-fifth  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers. 
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We  immediately  manned  the  drag  ropes  and  advanced  about  2  miles 
when  I  received  an  order  from  General  Foster  to  bring  the  battery 
forward  as  fast  as  possible. 

I  now  ga\  e  the  order,  “  F orward,  double  quick,”  aud  we  soon  sighted 
the  lebel  battery ?  which,  was  situated  so  as  to  rake  a  road  which  crossed 
the  one  upon  which  we  were  advancing  at  right  angles,  and  was  flanked 
on  either  side  by  a  very  thick  swamp. 

As  soon  as  I  saw  the  enemy’s  fortification  I  halted  aud  formed  the 
pieces  into  battery,  with  three  pieces  in  the  road  upon  which  we  were 
advancing  and  three  on  the  right  of  it,  and  opened  fire  on  the  enemy 
with  grape  and  shell  from  the  rilled  guns,  and  canister,  shrapnel,  and 
shell  from  the  smoothbore,  doing  good  execution  among  their  reserve 
in  the  rear  of  their  battery. 

As  I  received  orders  to  keep  the  artillery  on  a  line  with  the  infantry, 
I  ad\  anced  tlic  pieces  after  eacli  fire  until  tliey  were  in  tlie  open  space 
directly  in  front  of  the  rebel  battery,  where  we  made  a  stand  under  a 
most  destructive  fire  from  the  rebel  infantry.  The  men,  however, 
worked  the  guns  with  great  coolness  and  determination,  until  all  but 
10  rounds  from  each  piece  had  been  fired,  when,  as  I  received  orders  to 
reserve  10  rounds  for  each  gun,  we  ceased  firing  for  a  short  time,  but 
commenced  again,  firing  about  once  every  two  minutes,  to  scatter  the 
enemy’s  reserve. 

We  had  been  firing  about  three  and  one-half  hours  when  the  fortifi¬ 
cation  was  stormed  and  the  rebels  retreated  toward  Weir’s  Point. 

As  soon  as  we  reached  the  rebel  battery  we  started  on  for  Weir’s 
Point.  After  marching  with  the  artillery  about  2  miles  we  met  General 
Foster,  who  told  us  that  the  enemy  had  surrendered  and  that  we  would 
not  be  required  any  more. 

I  therefore  started  on  again  for  the  point,  and  the  next  morning 
embarked  the  battery  and  returned  to  the  flotilla. 

All  praise  is  due  my  officers  and  men  for  their  bravery  and  the 
alacrity  and  coolness  with  which  they  executed  all  of  my  orders. 

I  particularly  recommend  to  your  notice  Acting  Master’s  Mate  J.  B. 
Hammond,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Delaware  who,  by  his  coolness  and  intre¬ 
pidity,  elicited  my  warmest  praise. 

I  would  also  recommend  to  your  notice  Lieutenants  Tillotson  and 
Hughes,  Union  Coast  Guard,  who  served  their  pieces  in  the  most 
gallant  manner  throughout  the  action. 

I  now  most  respectfully  submit  the  above  report  to  your  considera¬ 
tion,  hoping  that  the  operations  may  meet  with  your  approval. 

I  am  very  sorry  to  report  the  following  casualties  in  my  battery: 

Killed. — John  McCoy,  private,  Union  Coast  Guard,  Company  B; 
John  Doyle,  private,  Union  Coast  Guard,  Company  B;  James  Herbert, 
private,  Ninth  Begiment  New  Jersey  Volunteers. 

Wounded  seriously. — William  Miller,  private,  Ninth  Begiment  New 
Jersey  Volunteers;  John  Saddler,  private,  Union  Coast  Guard,  Com¬ 
pany  B. 

Wounded  slightly. — Nathan  Stanford,  private,  Union  Coast  Guard, 
Company  B;  David  Lloyd,  private,  Union  Coast  Guard,  Company  B; 
Benj.  Clinton,  private,  Ninth  Begiment  New  Jersey  Volunteers. 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

Benj.  I L  Porter, 

Midshipman ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  Commanding  Launches. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborougii, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  com¬ 
mendation  of  Midshinnian  Porter’s  action  in  command  of  howitzer  battery,  February  7  and  8, 
1862. 

Washington  City,  October  11 ,  1862. 

Sir:  In  my  detailed  report  to  the  Department  ot  the  capture  of 
Roanoke  Island,  etc.,  dated  off  Roanoke  Island,  February  18,  1862,  I 
remarked  that,  in  the  course  of  the  afternoon  of  the  7th  of  that  month, 
sis  launches,  under  the  command  ot  Midshipman  Benj.  H.  I  orter, 
landed  their  howitzers  and  joined  the  army  for  the  purpose  of  com¬ 
manding  the  main  road  and  its  two  forks  during  the  night,  and  of 
assisting  in  more  active  operations,  the  following  morning,  and  also, 
that  I  was  promised  a  report  by  General  Burnside  with  regard  to  Mid¬ 
shipman  Porter’s  association  with  his  forces,  and  would  with  pleasure 
forward  it  to  the  Department  as  soon  as  it  was  received. 

Owing,  no  doubt,  td  nothing  but  incessant  and  pressing  demands 
upon  his  time,  the  general  has  not  yet  complied  with  his  promise,  and  as 
it  may  be  still  some  time  longer  before  he  can  command  time  enough  to 
carry  out  his  intentions  upon  the  subject,  1  deem  it  but  justice  to  this 
interesting  youth  to  say  that  both  Generals  Burnside  and  1  oster  assured 
me  in  conversation  immediately  after  the  battle,  which  came  off  on  the 
8th  of  February  and  resulted  so  advantageously  to  our  arms,  that  his 
gallantry  was  very  conspicuous  on  the  occasion.  The  battery  under 
his  command,  of  six  naval  howitzers,  was  placed  in  the  advance,  and  it 
was  there  handled  with  a  degree  of  skill  and  daring  which  not  only 
contributed  largely  to  the  success  of  the  day,  but  won  the  admiration 
of  all  wTho  witnessed  the  display.  No  other  ffeldpieces  were  employed 
by  our  army  in  the  engagement.  Mr.  Porter  was  but  about  17  years  of 
age,  and  in  my  belief  no  father  in  the  land  can,  with  truth,  boast  of  a 
nobler  youth  as  a  son.  I  sincerely  trust  that  he  may  be  regarded  by 
the  Department  as  highly  worthy  of  its  lasting  consideration,  and  that 
he  may  at  all  times  have  bestowed  upon  him  all  that  his  merits  deserve. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Rear-Admiral ,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  City,  1 >.  C. 


Report  of  Assistant  Surgeon  Jones,  U.  S.  Navy,  IT.  S.  S.  Philadelphia,  transmitting  list  of 

casualties. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Off  Roanolcc  Island,  N.  G.,  Febr  uary  10,  1862. 

Sir:  in  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  date  the  accompanying 
report  of  casualties  which  occurred  in  the  forces  under  your  command 
during  the  engagement  at  this  place  on  the  7th  and  8th  instant  is 
respectfully  submitted. 

The  limited  number  is  a  matter  of  congratulation,  when  the  forces 
engaged  and  their  exposed  situation  are  considered. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  J.  Jones, 
Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blochading  Squadron. 
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[Enclosure.] 

List  of  casualties  at  Roanoke  Island. 

U.  8.  S.  Hetzel : 

Killed.— Acting  Master’s  Mate  Charles  Harris. 

Wounded  severely. — Charles  Clark,  boatswain’s  mate;  Joseph  NT 
Ingersoll  ordinary  seaman;  William  Smith,  ordinary  seaman. 

Wounded  slightly.— Tully  McIntyre,  seaman;  Henry  Bryant,  ordi¬ 
nary  seaman;  Henry  P.  Thompson,  coal  heaver. 

U.  8.  8.  8eymour : 

Killed. — John  Singleton,  coal  heaver. 

T^r°^nCle/1  severely.— Acting  Assistant  Engineer  Stephen  Melius. 

U.  A  8.  Morse: 

Killed. — Eli  Holden,  seaman. 

U.  S.  8.  Ceres: 

Wounded  slightly.— Acting  Master’s  Mate  R.  M.  Coleman. 
^r'\oun<led  severely. — Alexander  Hand,  ordinary  seaman. 
u.  8.  8.  Commodore  Perry : 

W  ounded  severely.— Andrew  Horton,  private,  Company  D,  Fourth 
Regiment  Rhode  Island  Volunteers.  ’ 

TJ.  8.  8.  Southfield : 

,  Wouruled  slightly. — Rufus  Joy,  signal  quartermaster. 

M  idshipman  Porter1  s  howitzer  battery : 

Killed.— .John  McCoy,  private,  Union  Coast  Guard;  John  Doyle,  pri¬ 
vate,  Union  Coast  Guard;  James  Herbert,  private,  Ninth  Regiment 
New  Jersey  Volunteers. 

Wounded  severely. — John  Saddler,  private,  Union  Coast  Guard- 
James  Jackson,  private,  Union  Coast  Guard;  William  Miller,  private 
Ninth  Regiment  New  Jersey  Volunteers. 

Wounded  slightly.— David  Lloyd,  private,  Union  Coast  Guard; 
Nathan  Sanford,  private,  Union  Coast  Guard;  Benjamin  Clinton,  pri¬ 
vate,  Ninth  Regiment  New  Jersey  Volunteers. 

Missing.— Manning  Lyons,  private,  Ninth  Regiment  New  Jersey 
Volunteers;  Nathan  Buckley,  private,  Ninth  Regiment  New  Jersev 
V  olunteers. 

Killed .  „ 

Wounded . !.".!.*!!. .  17 

Missing . .  2 


Rough  notes  of  the  naval  expedition  to  Roanoke  Island,  etc.,  by  Henry  Van  Brunt,  secretary  to 

flag-officer. 

(  Sunday ,  January  12.— Flag-officer  and  staff  left  Hampton  Roads  in  the 
Spaulding  at  5:30  p.  m.  Minnesota  hauled  down  flag-officer’s  broad 
pennant  as  we  passed. 

Monday,  Januaiy  lo.  Passed  Cape  Hatteras  at  8:30  a.  m.  Several 
transports  of  Burnside’s  fleet  in  our  company  during  night  and  morn¬ 
ing.  Spoke  the  Ceres  outside  Hatteras  Inlet."  Passed  over  the  bar  and 
anchored  in  the  inlet  at  10:30  a.  m.,  crowded  among  transports  and 
gunboats,  which  are  continually  arriving  during  the  day.  At  about 
meridian  General  Burnside  arrived  in  the  Picket,  and  soon  afterwards 
came  on  board  to  see  flag-officer.  Tide  ebbing  strong,  with  stiff  breeze 
from  N.  N.  E.  Lying  at  the  inlet  we  found  on  onr  arrival  the  following 
naval  vessels:  Stars  and  Stripes,  Hetzel,  Louisiana,  Underwriter,  Valley 
City,  Seymour ,  Whitehead,  Lockwood,  Ceres ,  and  Putnam.  In  the  a.  m. 
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the  Philadelphia  and  Delaware  came  in.  At  3  p/m.  the  Morse  and 
Brinlcer  arrived ;  the  latter,  while  coming  alongside,  in  answer  to  sig¬ 
nal,  stove  a  hole  in  her  bows  and  hauled  off  to  repair.  Meanwhile  a 
large  army  transport,  the  steamer  New  York,  outside,  showed  signal  of 
distress.  Sent  out  Ceres  to  pilot  her  in,  but,  drawing  too  much  water, 
the  transport  got  aground  on  the  outer  bar,  was  deserted  by  her  crew, 
and  within  two  or  three  days  Avent  to  pieces.  She  had  ordnance  and 
other  stores  on  board.  At  5  p.  m.  the  Brinlcer  came  again  alongside, 
having  repaired  damages;  took  on  board  flag-officer  and  suite,  together 
with  Commander  Rowan,  and  conveyed  them  to  the  Philadelphia,  the 
flagship.  General  Burnside  came  on  board  with  his  staff  in  the  evening. 

Tuesday ,  January  14. — A  strong  N.  E.  gale  all  last  night  and  this 
morning  prevailed,  inflicting  considerable  damage  among  the  trans¬ 
ports  and  shipping,  crowded  together  in  the  narrow  roadstead.  The 
army  gunboat  Zouave  ran  afoul  of  her  anchor  during  the  night  and 
sunk. "  During  the  day  wreckers  were  set  to  work  to  save  from  her  as 
many  articles  as  possible.  General  Burnside  on  board  during  the  day. 
No  active  operations  could  be  carried  on  this  day  on  account  of  the 
gale.  Many  naval  officers  came  on  board. 

Wednesday ,  January  15. — Gale  subsided  during  the  night.  General 
Burnside  came  on  board  twice  during  the  day  with  Commander  Hazard 
and  officers  of  his  staff'.  The  command  of  the  Putnam  was  temporarily 
conferred  on  Lieutenant  McCook,  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes.  The  Granite , 
an  armed  sloop,  Avas  towed  in  from  the  outside  in  the  a.  in.  by  the 
Ceres.  At  10:30  a.  m.  the  Whitehead  Avent  over  the  swash  and  took  up 
a  position  in  the  sound.  She  was  followed  by  the  Valley  City,  which, 
after  grounding  once,  got  safely  over.  Then  in  succession  the  Seymour , 
Lockwood ,  and  Brinlcer  followed  successfully,  except  that  the  last  named 
got  tAvice  aground.  Ceres  was  meanwhile  employed,  under  direction  of 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Jeffers,  staking  out  the  Swash  Channel,  and 
at  2:30  p.  m.  toAved  the  sloop  Granite  OArnr  into  the  sound.  At  3 : 45 
p.  m.  the  PLetzel  followed  successfully.  At  4  p.  m.  the  Underwriter  got 
underway  and  grounded.  With  the  assistance  of  the  Ceres  she  got  off 
in  tAVO  hours  and  anchored,  Avaiting  for  the  morning.  Immediately 
after  the  Underwriter  Avent  the  Louisiana ,  which  easily  passed  over 
into  the  sound.  The  Morse  at  about  the  same  time  got  off  from  the 
bar,  where  she  had  been  aground  since  the  morning,  but  immediately 
got  aground  again.  At  4:15  p.  m.  Commander  Rowan,  commanding- 
naval  division  of  gunboats,  went  over  in  the  Delaware.  General 
Burnside  on  board  at  4:15  p.  in.  He  informed  us  that  Colonel  Allen 
and  the  surgeon  of  the  Ninth  New  Jersey  Regiment  were  swamped  and. 
drowned  on  the  outer  bar.  At  G:05  p.  m.  flag-officer  sent  to  request 
the  general  to  have  all  lights  about  the  vessels  lowered  and  extin¬ 
guished.  In  the  a.  in.  William  A.  Smith,  an  old  sound  pilot,  came  on 
board  to  advise  Avitli  the  flag-officer;  also  James  Parsons,  a  Union 
refugee  from  Portsmouth,  Va.,  who  had  made  his  escape  last  Friday. 
In  the  evening  Generals  Burnside,  Foster,  and  Reno  came  on  board 
with  maps  to  consult  concerning  the  attack  on  Roanoke  Island.  The 
line  of  battle  formed  by  our  gunboats  in  the  sound  is  nearly  as  follows, 
beginning  from  extreme  left:  Delaware ,  Granite ,  Seymour ,  Whitehead, 
Valley  City,  Lockwood,  Drinker,  Hetzel,  Louisiana. 

Thursday ,  January  16.— Cloudy;  fresh  wind,  N.  N.  E.  Underwriter 
and  Ceres  got  over  into  the  line  at  daybreak.  Ceres  and  Putnam 
occupied  all  day  towing,  etc.  Morse  got  afloat  at  9 :  30  a.  m.  At  9 : 40 
a.  m.  ten  sound  pilots  came  on  board.  At  10:20  a.  m.  the  Morse  got 
over  into  [the]  sound  and  took  up  position.  At  10:40  a.  m.  three  more 
swash  pilots  on  board.  At  11  a.  m.  army  transport  Eastern  Queen 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.  583 

started  to  cross  over,  but  grounded.  At  2  p.  m.  Generals  Burnside, 
Beno,  and  Williams,  with  officers,  came  on  board. 

Friday,  January  17. — At  9:30  a.  in.  the  Southfield  came  in  from  sea. 
Several  army  vessels  aground,  but  none  in  the  sound.  At  10  a,  m.  the 
Hunchback  reported  outside.  At  10:20  a,  m.  the  Stars  and  Stripes, 
attempting  to  get  over,  got  aground.  Mail  from  the  North  arrived  for 
Southfield  at  10  a.  m.  At  11:20  a.  m.  Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Colhoun  came  on  board  and  reported  the  arrival  of  his  steamer,  the. 
Hunchback,  in  company  with  the  Shaic  sheen.  At  11:30  a.  m.  General 
M  illiams  and  officers  came  on  board.  At  meridian  other  officers.' 
Shawsheen  went  over  in  the  p.  m. 

Saturday ,  January  18. — Cloudy,  with  light  west  wind.  Hunchback 
went  over  at  9  a.  m.  into  the  sound.  Southfield  partly  over  and  aground 
at  9 : 30  a.  m.  Stars  and  Stripes  still  making  slow  progress  over  swash. 
Whole  morning  occupied  in  examination  of  Chickamicomico  fishermen 
concerning  Roanoke  Island  and  the  soundings  and  landings  thereabout. 
Most  of  them  unwilling  to  take  the  responsibility  of  piloting.  Generals 
Burnside,  Foster,  and  Reno  present  at  examination.  Much  local  infor¬ 
mation  obtained  from  negro  Ben  and  his  brother,  escaped  slaves  from 
Roanoke  Island.  Late  in  p.  m.  Southfield  and  Stars  and  Stripes  still 
working  their  way  slowly  over. 

Sunday,  January  19. — Foggy.  The  army  transports  are  reported  to 
be  lightened  as  much  as  possible.  The  generals  were  on  board  early. 
Stars  and  Stripes  got  over  into  the  sound  and  took  her  place  in  the 
fleet  beyond  the  swash  at  10:45  a.m.  Lieutenant  McCook  relieved 
from  command  of  Putnam  and  restored  to  Stars  and  Stripes.  At  1:45 
p.  m.  the  army  steamer  Picket  towed  over  a  schooner,  followed  by  the 
Pilot  Boy  with  troops  to  transfer  to  schooner.  This  is  .the  first  move¬ 
ment  over  the  swash  by  the  army.  Two  natives  came  on  board  at  4: 20 
p.  m.,  and  reported  that  the  army  steamer  Pocahontas  had  gone  ashore 
20  miles  above  Cape  Hatteras,  and  19  only  of  her  cargo  of  103  horses 
were  saved ;  GO  men  on  board  all  saved.  At  5  p.  m.  Generals  Burnside, 
Reno,  and  Parke  came  on  board  reporting  that,  by  sounding,  they  had 
discovered  an  8-foot  passage  over  the  swash.  It  was  probably  a 
“pocket”  or  cul  de  sac. 

Monday,  January  20. — At  7  a.  m.  the  Vidette,  army  steamer,  which 
got  aground  on  her  way  over  yesterday,  succeeded  in  joining  the  fleet 
in  the  sound.  At  11:30  a.  in.  the  South  field  got  over  into  the  sound. 
As  usual,  the  Ceres  and  Putnam,  and  also  the  Lockwood,  were  engaged 
all  day  towing  and  tugging.  At  meridian  Picket  towed  over  a  schooner, 
followed  by  Pilot  Boy  with  troops  to  be  transferred  to  schooner.  Lock- 
wood  also  towed  over  schooner. 

At  3  p.  m.  the  commanding  officer  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Western  World 
came  on  board  to  report  the  arrival  of  his  vessel.  He  put  in  for  har¬ 
bor  on  his  way  to  Port  Royal. 

Tuesday,  January  21. — At  8  a.  m.  the  army  steamer  Pioneer,  a  schooner, 
and  the  army  steamer  Picket  were  all  aground  on  the  swash.  As  usual, 
the  Ceres,  Putnam ,  Lockwood,  and  Shawsheen  were  all  engaged  during  the 
day  tugging,  provisioning,  and  assisting  the  army.  At  11:15  a.  m. 
the  army  steamer  Cossack  attempted  to  get  over  the  bar.  At  12:20  the 
Pioneer  got  over  and  joined  the  fleet.  AT  11:30  an  army  schoouer  got 
over.  At  1 : 50  p.  m.  about  a  dozen  pilots  were  sent  over  to  Commander 
Rowan  for  his  use.  At  1:30  p.  in.  a  couple  of  rebel  steamers  appeared, 
apparently  reconnoitering  to  the  westward  of  us.  Chase  was  at  once 
given,  but  without  success.  Early  in  the  evening  the  army  steamer 
Cossack  got  over  and  joined  the  fleet. 
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Wednesday ,  January  22. — A  stiff  breeze  all  last  night  and  to-day 
from  the  northward,  making  C  or  8  inches  more  in  depth  of  water  on 
the  swash.  The  army  quartermaster’s  steamer  Spaulding  arrived  in  the 
night  from  Port  Royal.  The  army  steamer  Lancer  attempted  to  get 
over  and  succeeded  finally  in  joining  the  sound  fleet  at  10:10  a.  m. 
Army  steamer  Ranger  got  over  the  swash  at  12:35.  At  the  same  time 
the  army  steamer  Guide  started  and  finally  grounded,  when  nearly 
over,  at  1:30  p.  m.  The  Army  had  over  in  the  sound  at  this  time  t 
steamers  and  4  or  5  schooners,  and  the  Navy,  16  steamers  and  1  sloop. 

Thursday ,  January  23. — A  violent  N.  E.  gale  prevailed  all  last  night 
and  to-day,  rendering  impossible  any  active  movements  in  the  expedi¬ 
tion.  At  11:50  a.  m.  the  Guide  hoisted  a  signal  of  distress  as  she  laid 
aground.  She  had  three  steamers  near  her.  It  was  impossible,  how¬ 
ever,  to  render  assistance  at  that  time.  Signal  lowered  after  it  had 
been  flying  an  hour.  In  the  evening  the  gale  seemed  to  abate  some¬ 
what.  Water  very  high  and  Fort  Hatteras  apparently  surrounded  by 
water.  At  8:35  p.  m.  three  minute  guns  were  fired  from  the  fleet  in 
the  sound  as  signals  of  distress. 

Friday ,  January  24. — N.  E.  gale  continued  unabated.  At  10  a.  m.  the 
Picket  signalized  “  The  Guide  requires  the  assistance  of  a  tug.”  We 
replied,  “  After  the  gale.”  At  12:30  the  gale  at  last  abated,  after  a  very 
heavy  rain.  The  army  steamers  Few  York ,  Northerner ,  and  Peabody 
got  up  steam.  At  12:55  we  signalized  to  the  Delaware,  Commander 
Rowan’s  flagship,  “Render  immediate  assistance  to  the  Guide.”  At  1 
p.  m.  Generals  Burnside  and  Reno,  Commander  Hazard  and  staff  offi¬ 
cers  came  on  board.  No  disasters  of  any  importance  were  reported, 
and  many  vessels  before  aground  were  reported  to  be  afloat  again  in 
consequence  of.  the  increased  depth  of  water.  At  1 : 35  p.  m.,  the  Dela¬ 
ware  having  answered,  sent  the  Shawsheen  to  the  assistance  of  the 
Guide ,  with  which  she  remained  tugging  all  the  rest  of  the  day,  with 
the  army  steamers  Union  and  Patuxent.  At  2 : 20  p.  m.  the  flag-steamer 
Philadelphia  got  underway  and  ran  alongside  the  army  steamer  New 
Yorlc  to  offer  her  assistance  in  getting  her  over  the  swash.  As  the 
offer  was  declined,  for  the  present  at  least,  the  flag-steamer  proceeded 
over  the  swash  to  the  Guide ,  and  for  two  hours  aided  in  tugging  at  her 
without  success.  At  3:10  p.  m.  General  Burnside  came  on  board  to 
thank  the  flag-officer,  and  remained  to  dine  with  the  flag-officer.  The 
Peabody ,  which  attempted  to  follow  the  flagship,  grounded  on  the  swash, 
where  she  was  tugged  by  the  Seymour  without  effect.  At  4:20  p.m. 
the  Delaware  signalized  from  the  fleet  in  the  sound  asking,  “Have you 
a  pilot  on  board  “?”  We  replied,  and  at  4:30  p.  m.  stopped  tugging  at 
the  Guide ,  and  proceeded  to  an  anchorage  for  the  night  near  the  fleet 
beyond  the  swash.  At  5:30  p.  m.  an  army  schooner  was  towed  over 
full  of  soldiers.  At  6:10  p.  m.  the  army  steamers  Curlew  and  Eagle 
passed  over  into  the  sound.  During  the  p.  m.  there  was  but  little 
effective  movement  among  the  vessels  still  lying  in  the  inlet. 

Saturday,  January  25. — At  1:30  a.  m.  the  army  steamer  Peabody 
passed  over.  Between  8:30  and  9:30  the  flag-steamer  telegraphed  to 
Commander  Rowan,  commanding  naval  division,  “Vessels  in  want  of 
fuel,  will  get  coal  for  fourteen  days;”  also,  “Take  provisions  if  wanted 
for  sixty  days.”  At  2 : 15  the  flag-steamer  Philadelphia  joined  the  Ceres , 
Putnam,  and  army  steamer  Patuxent  in  tugging  at  the  army  steamer 
Guide,  which  was  still  aground  on  the  swash,  while  the  Picket  was  at 
work  on  the  army  steamer  Northerner,  also  aground,  but  no  success 
was  met  with  in  either  case.  At  3 : 15  p.  in.  the  army  steamer  Pilot  Boy 
took  over  a  schooner  load  of  troops.  At  5:30  p.  m.  the  flag-steamer 
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returned  to  her  anchorage.  The  army  steamer  Union  went  over  loaded 
with  troops  at  6  p.  m.  At  7 :15  p.  m.  the  army  steamer  Picket  passed 
over,  towing  a  schooner  tilled  with  troops. 

Sunday,  January  26.— At  6:30  a.  m.  the  army  steamer  Guide  at  last 
passed  over  into  the  sound.  At  10:45  a.  in.  the  army  quartermaster’s 
steamer  Spaulding  brought  in  a  ship  from  outside  which  had  been  in 
need  of  assistance.  At  11:40  a.  in.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Flusser 
came  on  board  to  report  the  arrival  of  his  vessel,  the  steamer  Commodore 
Perry,  at  the  inlet  at  10:30  a,  m.  At  1  p.  m.  the  mail  for  the  North  was 
closed  and  went  on  board  the  Eastern  City  [Eastern  State?],  which  left 
at  2 :30  p.  m.  The  army  quartermaster’s  steamer  Spaulding  is  detained 
by  General  Burnside  for  his  use.  At  1:35  p.  m.  the  Commodore  Perry 
passed  over  into  the  sound  without  difficulty.  Schooner  Howard,  with 
navy  stores,  arrived  at  2:30  p.  m.,  and  passed  over  into  the  sound. 
The  army  steamer  Northerner  at  last  got  over  at  4:30  p.  m.,  after  the 
flag-steamer  had  been  tugging  at  her  for  several  hours.  Generals 
Burnside  and  Eeno  spent  p.  m.  on  board  flag-steamer.  At  7  p.  m. 
General  Foster  sent  on  board  a  deserter  from  Washington,  N.  O.,  who 
made  a  report  of  the  enemy’s  movements,  so  far  as  he  knew.  During 
the  day  three  army  schooners,  loaded  with  troops,  coal,  and  provisions 
went  over  into  the  sound. 

Monday,  January  27. — Flag-steamer  Philadelphia  down  at  the  inlet 
coaling  during  the  day.  At  8  a.  m.  the  army  steamer  Eastern  Queen 
started  to  go  over.  At  10:20  a.  m.  the  Commodore  Barney  came  in  and 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Kenshaw  came  on  board  to  report.  At  2:45 
p.  in.  the  army  steamer  Pilot  Boy  passed  over,  loaded  with  troops. 

Tuesday,  January  2S. — The  army  steamer  Eastern  Queen  got  over 
into  the  sound  at  7:18  a.  m.  and  the  Commodore  Barney  at  7:40  a.  m. 
The  army  steamer  Spaulding  started  to  come  over  at  5:15  p.  m.,  and  a 
similar  movement  was  attempted  by  the  army  steamers  New  Brunswick 
and  New  York,  but  all  stopped  at  the  outer  entrance  of  the  swash 
for  the  night.  Several  schooners  were  towed  over  into  the  sound  in 
the  p.  m. 

Wednesday,  January  29. — Army  steamer  New  Brunswick  passed  over 
at  5  a.  m.,  but  got  aground  in  the  sound.  At  9:15  a.  m.  the  army 
steamer  Chasseur  passed  over.  At  10:45  a.  m.  the  four  generals  went 
on  board  flag-steamer.  At  12:45  Lieutenant  Commanding  Murray 
reported  to  flag-officer  that  at  12:30  a  schooner  made  its  appearance  in 
the  sound,  and  that  a  couple  of  our  steamers  were  in  pursuit.  No 
result  followed.  The  army  steamer  Spaulding  passed  safely  over  at 
5:15  p.  m.  Several  schooners  towed  over  during  the  day. 

Thursday,  January  30. — The  army  steamer  Sentinel  passed  over  at 
8:30  a.  in.  At  3:45  p.  m.  the  army  steamer  New  Brunswick  floated 
again.  Between  5:30  and  6  p.  m.  three  small  army  tug  propellers 
passed  over;  also  a  schooner  and  brig  loaded  with  troops. 

Friday,  January  31. — At  7  a.  m.  a  schooner  with  five  deserters  from 
the  rebel  militia  at  Middletown,  N.  C.,  ran  down  to  our  fleet.  At  S :  50 
a.  m.  the  army  steamer  Virginia  passed  over  the  swash.  At  9: 15  a.  m. 
the  five  deserters  were  brought  on  board  and  examined  by  flag  officer 
and  General  Burnside;  their  statements,  as  regarded  the  number  and 
position  of  the  enemy,  confused  and  doubtful.  They  concurred,  how¬ 
ever,  in  saying  that  the  militia  was  hastily  and  ill  provided  for,  and 
the  Union  feeling  was  growing  in  the  eastern  counties  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina.  At  10:11  a.  m.  army  steamer  New  York  passed  over  into  the 
sound.  At  10:30  a.  m.  the  mail  arrived  from  the  North.  General 
Burnside  on  board  again  in  the  p.  m.  He  thought  he  would  be  ready 
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to  move  on  Monday.  The  Patuxent  passed  over  in  the  a.  m.  loaded 

with  troops;  also  several  schooners  for  the  army. 

Saturday ,  February  1. — Rain  all  night  and  in  the  morning.  Generals 
Burnside  and  Reno  came  on  board  flag-steamer.  At  4:30p.  m.  the 
army  steamer  Eastern  State  was  sent  to  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  in  haste, 
with  orders  from  the  flag-officer  to  the  IT.  S.  S.  Chippewa ,  blockading 
off  that  port,  to  proceed  at  once  off  Nag’s  Head,  opposite  the  northern 
end  of  Roanoke  Island,  to  dislodge  the  enemy’s  troops  said  to  be  there, 
and  to  prevent  retreat  northward  by  that  way  from  Roanoke  Island. 
Schooners  and  troops,  as  usual,  passed  over  the  swash  during  the  day. 

Sunday ,  February  2. — Hay  occupied  by  the  army  in  bringing  vessels 
over  the  swash,  in  coaling,  provisioning,  reorganizing,  etc.  No  move¬ 
ment  by  the  navy. 

Monday ,  February  3. — The  weather  was  unfavorable  for  any  general 
movement.  Nineteen  fugitive  slaves — men,  women,  and  children — were 
picked  up,  much  exhausted,  at  7  a.  m.  in  a  small  boat  by  the  Ceres  and 
brought  on  board  at  10  a.  m.  They  made  their  escape  from  Middle- 
town,  N.  C.,  the  previous  night.  They  reported  that  others  were  com¬ 
ing.  General  Burnside  came  on  board  at  10:30  a.m.  He  pronounced 
the  army  nearly  ready  to  move.  The  following  is  a  recapitulation  of 
the  army  steamers  now  in  the  sound :  Picket,  Pilot  Boy ,  Vidette,  Pioneer , 
Cossack,  Lancer,  Banger,  Curlew,  Eagle,  Peabody ,  Union ,  Guide,  Patuxent , 
Phoenix,  Eastern  Queen,  Chasseur,  New  Brunswick ,  Sentinel,  New  York , 
Virginia,  Spaulding ,  and  Hussar.  Besides  these,  there  are  between 
20  and  30  schooners,  sailing  troop  vessels,  and  other  craft,  including 
4  small  propeller  tugs.  The  naval  gunboats  now  in  the  sound  are 
as  follows :  Delaware,  Stars  and  Stripes,  Louisiana ,  Hetzel,  Valley  City , 
Underwriter,  Commodore  Perry,  Commodore  Barney,  Southfield,  Hunch¬ 
back,  Morse ,  Loclnvood,  Ceres,  Putnam,  Seymour ,  Whitehead,  Brinker, 
Shawsheen,  sailing  sloop  Granite,  and  Philadelphia,  the  latter  being 
the  flag-steamer  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborougli.  The  naval  division  is 
under  Commander  Rowan,  whose  flag-steamer  is  the  Delaware.  It  is 
divided  into  three  columns,  under  the  command,  respectively,  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Commanding  Werclen,  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes ,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Murray,  of  the  Louisiana,  and  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Davenport,  of  the  Hetzel.  At  12: 15  General  Williams  came  on  board, 
and  afterwards  Generals  Burnside,  Parke,  and  Colonel  Hawkins.  At 
4:30  p.  m.  our  mail  for  the  North  left  the  flag-steamer  to  go  in  the 
Suieanee,  steamer. 

Tuesday ,  February  4. — The  Philadelphia  was  at  the  inlet  coaling  dur¬ 
ing  the  greater  part  of  the  day.  The  Suwanee,  mail  steamer,  left  for 
the  North  at  1  p.  m.  The  arrangements  for  departure  were  completed 
by  the  army  to-day,  and  at  5:45  p.  m.  Generals  Burnside  and  Reno 
came  on  board  flag-steamer  to  report  the  fact. 

Wednesday,  February  5. — Clear  and  cool.  At  6 :  45  a.  m.  flag-steamer 
got  underway  and  proceeded  to  the  front  of  the  fleet.  At  7 : 15  a.  m. 
the  signal  was  made,  “The  fleet  will  prepare  to  get  underway.”  At 
7:30  a.  m.  the  signal  was  made,  “Get  underway.”  The  signal  was 
repeated  by  divisions  and  columns,  and  at  8  a.  m.  the  navy  columns 
were  formed  and  underway,  a  half  an  hour  afterwards  followed  by  the 
army  vessels  in  three  brigades.  At  9:30  a.  m.  signal  was  made  from 
the  Delaicare  to  the  three  columns,  “Form  line  abreast.”  Underwriter 
and  sloop  Granite  were  sent  ahead  to  Long  Shoal  Point  to  examine,  and 
place  buoy  if  necessary.  At  9 :  50  a.  m.  two  schooners  hove  in  sight  to 
the  westward.  At  11:50  a.  m.  the  army  steamer  Picket  overhauled  us 
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with  General  Burnside  on  board,  who  desired  the  flag-officer  to  heave 
to  and  wait  for  the  army  steamer  Spaulding,  which, "with  the  tow  of 
tv  o  schooners,  had  been  detained  for  some  reason.  Signal  accordingly 
was  made  to  fleet,  “Stop  until  further  orders.”  At  12  m.  flag-steamer 
Philadelphia  ran  back  to  render  assistance  to  Spaulding ,  but,  finding 
her  underway,  returned  to  the  head  of  the  fleet,  again  signalizing,  “Go 
ahead  slow.  ’  At  1 : 15  p.  m.  flag  steamer  regained  position  in  the  van. 
At  2:20  ii.  m.  we  came  up  to  the  Underwriter  and  Granite  lying  to, 
near  the  buoy  at  the  end  ot  Long  Shoal  Point.  Flag  steamer  signal¬ 
ized  to  navy  and  army  vessels,  “Keep  to  the  starboard  of  the  buoy,” 
aiul  laid  to  until  it  had  been  ascertained,  by  the  movements  of  the 
entire  fleet,  that  the^  signal  had  been  understood.  Boanoke  Island 
hove  in  sight  at  4:55  p.  in.  right  ahead.  At  5:20  p.  m.,  off  Stumpy 
Point,  10  miles  south  of  the  island,  the  flag-steamer  signalized  to  the 
naval  fleet,  “Anchor  in  three  columns.”  At  5:25  p.  m.  the  smoke  of 
two  or  three  steamers  was  seen  near  Boanoke  Marshes.  At  5 :  43  p.  in. 
the  flag-officer  spoke  the  general  on  board  the  army  steamer  Spaulding , 
advising  him  to  come  to  anchor  with  all  his  vessels  for  the  night.  Gen¬ 
erals  Burnside  and  Foster  came  on  board  flag-steamer  at6:30p.  m. 
and  supped  with  the  flag-officer.  The  Ceres  was  sent  to  the  mainland 
with  Lieutenant  Commanding  Jeffers  in  the  evening  to  bring  off  a 
Union  resident,  supposed  to  possess  knowledge  of  the  enemy’s  latest 
movements.  At  10:20  p  m.  Lieutenant  Jeffers  returned,  bringing  the 
man  with  him.  Little  information,  however,  from  him. 

Thursday ,  February  6. — Wind  FT.  E.,  cloudy,  with  rain.  At  4:30 
a.  m,  orders  were  given  to  have  all  the  boats  in  the  squadron  ready  for 
disembarking  troops.  General  Burnside  was  on  board  flag-steamer  at 
7  a.  m.  At  7  :25  a.  m.  flag-officer  shifted  his  flag  from  the  Philadelphia 
to  the  South  field,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Behm  commanding. 
At  7 :35  flag-steamer  signalized,  “Prepare  to  get  underway.”  At  7:45 
a,  m.  signalized,  “Get  underway.”  At  8:30  a.  m.  the  whole  fleet,  army 
and  navy,  were  steaming  ahead  in  columns  and  brigades,  the  Ceres  and 
Putnam  running  ahead  to  reconnoiter.  At  9 :  53  a.  m.  signal  was  made 
from  the  Delaware  to  the  naval  division,  “Keep  in  closer  order  by  clos¬ 
ing  toward  the  center.”  Lieutenant  Commanding  Murray  led  the  left 
column,  Werden  the  right,  and  Davenport  the  center.  At  10:05  a.  m. 
the  Delaware  signalized,  “Prepare  for  action.”  At  10:10  a.  m.  the 
Southfield,  flag-steamer,  signalized,  “  Keep  in  closer  order  by  closing 
toward  the  leading  ship.”  At  1 0 : 15  a.  m.  the  Ceres  and  Putnam  entered 
the  channel  of  Boanoke  Marshes  and  passed  through  into  Croatan 
Sound,  without  meeting  with  any  obstruction.  At  10:25  a.  m.  heavy 
fog  with  rain  set  in.  At  10:35  a.  m.  the  Ceres  and  Putnam  returned 
and  reported  that  they  had  run  up  3  or  4  miles  above  the  marshes  into 
Croatan  Sound  and  had  seen  15  steamers  and  10  sailing  vessels  of  the 
enemy  at  anchor  in  a  line  extending  from  Weir’s  Point  about  a  mile 
southward  near  the  island.  At  10:40  a.  m.,  the  fog  and  rain  increasing, 
the  Southfield ,  flag-steamer,  signalized,  “Anchor  in  three  columns,”  and 
the  signal  was  repeated  to  the  army.  At  2:40  p.  m.  the  Delaware 
signalized,  “The  enemy  is  approaching,”  referring  to  the  gunboats  we 
could  see  moving  beyond  the  marshes  of  Boanoke.  Southfield  signal¬ 
ized,  “  Be  on  the  alert.”  During  the  p.  m.  five  army  vessels,  which  were 
armed,  discharged  their  troops  into  other  vessels,  and  steamed  forward 
into  line  with  the  navy  gunboats,  the  army  steamer  Picket,  with  Com¬ 
mander  Hazard  on  board,  leading.  Wind  shifted  to  southward  at  noon, 
with  frequent  rains  and  mist. 


588 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


Friday,  February  7. — At  7  a.  m.  the  flag-steamer  Southfield  signalized, 
“Let  the  men  take  their  breakfast  j”  a  heavy  fog  bank  to  the  north¬ 
ward  driven  over  and  dispersed  by  9  a.  m. ;  troopships  steaming  for¬ 
ward  a  little  into  line  and  taking  their  tows.  At  9:  40  a.  m.  the  army 
steamer  Chasseur  joined  the  other  army  gunboats.  At  9:40  a.  m.  the 
flag-steamer  hoisted  signal,  “Prepare  to  get  underway;”  at  9:55  a.  m., 
“Get  underway.”  At  10: 10  a.  m.  the  Delaware  signalized  to  her  divi¬ 
sion,  “In  two  columns,  keep  in  close  order.”  At  10:15  a.  m.  the  flag- 
steamer  hoisted,  “Our  country  expects  every  man  to  do  his  duty.”  At 
10:30  a.  m.  the  enemy  discharged  a  heavy  gun.  At  10:25  the  flag- 
steamer  signalized,  “Steamers  with  9  inch  guns  close  up.”  At  10:50 
a.  m.  the  Putnam  and  Louisiana  both  got  aground  in  passing  through 
the  marshes  into  Croatan,  but  both  were  soon  got  off.  At  10: 55  a.  m. 
flag-steamer  signalized,  “Prepare  for  action.”  At  11 : 20  a.  m.  the  Dela- 
ware  hoisted,  “  Keep  the  lead  going.”  During  the  great  movement  into 
the  sound  the  Ceres  and  Underwriter  were  sent  ahead,  the  former  to  feel 
the  way  and  ascertain  if  there  were  obstructions  in  the  channel,  the 
latter  with  orders  to  discover  if  there  was  a  fortification  on  Sand  Point. 
At  11:25  a.  m.  the  Underwriter  fired  the  first  shot  into  the  point,  with¬ 
out  drawing  a  reply,  and  hoisted  accordingly,  “No  battery  on  Sand 
Point.”  At  11 :  50  a.  m.  all  the  gunboats  were  fairly  in  Croatan  Sound, 
the  transports  meanwhile  crowding  after,  and  the  signal  was  made, 
“Keep  in  close  order.”  As  we  approached  the  enemy’s  boats  appeared, 
eight  in  number,  behind  a  barrier  built  of  piles  and  sunken  vessels,  and 
extending  from  Redstone  Point  on  the  mainland  eastward  to  within 
half  a  mile  of  the  island.  The  action  became  general  about  meridian, 
our  gunboats  being  engaged  with  the  enemy’s  vessels,  with  a  battery 
of  9  guns  on  Pork  Point,  a  battery  of  4  guns  2  miles  above  this  point, 
and  a  battery  of  8  guns  on  Redstone  Point  on  the  mainland,  the  last 
two  batteries,  however,  firing  only  occasionally  and  with  little  effect. 
During  the  action  most  of  our  fire  was  directed  against  the  Pork 
Point  battery,  with  reference  to  which  the  signal  was  several  times 
made  from  the  flag-steamer,  “Close  in.”  Throughout  the  day  it  was 
the  effort  of  the  enemy’s  vessels  to  draw  our  fire  from  this  battery, 
and  by  retreating  when  pursued,  to  get  our  vessels  entangled  among 
the  piles  and  sunken  vessels  of  the  barrier,  where  they  would  be 
exposed  not  only  to  the  fire  of  the  three  batteries  above  named,  but 
especially  to  that  of  a  battery  on  Weir’s  Point  mounting  12  guns. 
At  1:30  p.  m.  the  barracks  and  storehouses  behind  the  Pork  Point 
battery  were  set  on  fire  by  our  shells.  At  2  p.  m.  General  Burnside 
ran  alongside  the  flag-steamer  to  communicate  concerning  the  land¬ 
ing  of  troops,  etc.  At  2 : 15  p.  m.  the  buildings  of  the  fort  seemed  to  be 
on  fire  in  many  places,  burning  furiously ;  the  signal  halyards  had  been 
shot  away  and  the  rebel  flag  floated  from  a  staff  temporarily  raised  on 
the  earthworks.  At  about  this  time  the  fire  was  hottest  from  the  fleet, 
and  the  fort  responded  steadily  but  with  considerable  deliberation.  At 
2: 30  p.  m.  the  Iletsel  signalized,  “I  am  struck  below  water.”  The  flag- 
steamer  replied,  “Haul  off  and  repair.”  At  3  p.  m.  the  army  steamers 
Patuxent  and  Union  filled  with  troops  left  the  transports  (which  were 
lying  at  anchor  in  a  body  about  2  miles  above  the  marshes)  and  ap¬ 
proached  Ashby’s  Harbor,  a  landing  place  2  miles  south  of  Pork  Point. 
At  3:25  p.  m.  the  army  steamer  Pilot  Boy  followed,  towing  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  boats  and  a  pontoon  bridge,  all  loaded  with  troops.'  At  3 : 55  p.  m. 
the  Ceres  and  afterward  several  other  vessels  signalized,  “Ammunition 
nearly  expended.”  These  vessels  were  directed  to  obtain  a’  supply  of 
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the  articles  wanted  from  the  schooner  Howard  and  the  steamer  Phila¬ 
delphia,  At  4  p.  m.  five  out  of  the  eight  rebel  steamers  ran  down 
closer,  in  order  to  draw  the  tire  of  our  gunboats,  which  were  engaging 
the  Pork  Point  battery  very  warmly.  At  4 : 25  p.  m.  this  battery  ceased 
to  reply,  and  at  4:30  p.  m.  the  five  rebel  steamers  were  driven  back 
behind  Weir’s  Point,  several  of  them  disabled.  The  first  landing  of 
our  troops  at  Ashby’s  Harbor  was  effected  under  the  fire  of  the  Dela¬ 
ware,  and  subsequently  under  that  of  the  army  steamer  Picket.  At 
•I :  45  p.  m.  a  large  body  of  the  enemy,  stationed  to  oppose  the  landing, 
was  dispersed  by  our  shrapnel.  The  two  lower  batteries,  after  having 
been  silent  for  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  opened  again  at  about 
5  p.  m.  At  the  same  time  several  small  steamers  of  the  enemy  appeared 
to  be  landing  troops  at  Weir’s  Point  by  means  of  flatboats.  At  5: 10 
p.  m.  the  flag  steamer  signalized,  “Shots  are  falling  short,”  and  at 
about  the  same  time  the  enemy’s  gunboats  ran  down  toward  us,  but 
v  ere  driven  back  before  5:45  p.  m.,  and  at  G  p.  m.  signal  was  hoisted 
from  flag-steamer,  “Cease  firing.”  In  the  evening,  at  9:30,  General 
Burnside  went  on  board  flag-steamer  and  reported  that  0,000  men  had 
landed,  and  that  through  the  night  he  would  land  his  men  at  the  rate 
of  1,000  an  hour.  In  the  evening  six  naval  launches,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Midshipman  Porter,  landed  their  howitzers  and  reported  to 
the  general  for  orders. 

Saturday,  February  S. — At  9  a.  m.  most  of  our  gunboats  got  under¬ 
way,  and  at  the  same  time  the  battery  at  Pork  Point  opened  fire  once 
more  on  them.  At  9:10  a.  m.  our  vessels  engaged  the  enemy  and 
threw  shell  with  great  precision  into  the  battery,  which  replied  lan¬ 
guidly  and  finally  not  at  all;  at  9:35  a.  m.  the  flag-steamer  signalized, 
“Cease  firing,”  it  being  feared  that  our  own  troops  were  in  the  rear  of 
the  fort,  as  throughout  the  morning  firing  had  been  heard  in  the 
interior  of  the  island.  Early  in  the  morning  a  rebel  tugboat  appeared 
at  the  northward,  towing  five  schooners,  followed  by  a  larger  steamer, 
towing  aflatboat,  all  apparently  filled  with  troops  and  coming  from  the 
direction  of  Elizabeth  City.  They  landed  at  Weir’s  Point  at  about 
9 : 15  a.  in.,  reenforcing  the  enemy  by  about  a  thousand  men.  At  9 : 45 
a.  m.  the  flag-steamer  hoisted  a  general  recall,  as  the  Commodore  Ferry, 
Valley  City,  and  several  other  gunboats  were  approaching  very  near 
the  Pork  Point  battery.  At  11  a.  m.  a  signal  of  general  attack  was 
made  on  board  flag-steamer,  but  immediately  revoked.  At  about 
meridian  the  Valley  City  and  Louisiana  fired  several  shots  at  the  fort, 
eliciting  no  response.  The  fort  was  silenced  and  abandoned.  At 
12:45  a  fog  came  up  and  all  firing  ceased  among  the  vessels.  The 
rebel  steamers  did  not  appear  to-day,  with  the  exception  of  one,  the 
Curlew,  which,  disabled  by  our  shot,  had  been  run  ashore  near  the 
Eedstone  Point  battery  the  previous  night.  At  1  p.  m.  the  Under¬ 
writer,  Valley  City,  Seymour,  Lockwood.  Whitehead,  Ceres ,  Putnam,  and 
Brinlcer,  having  been  placed  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  Jeffers,  proceeded  toward  the  barrier  to  break  or  find  a  way 
through  it.  At  1:15  p.  m.  the  Delaware,  which  had  been  lying  near 
the  landing  at  Ashby’s  Harbor  to  protect  it,  got  underway  and 
approached  the  flag-steamer.  Occasional  firing  heard  inland. "  At  4 
p.  m.  we  could  see  the  Ceres  on  the  other  side  of  the  barrier.  At  4:45 
p.  m.  the  Pork  Point  battery  was  occupied  by  our  troops  and  the 
American  flag  hoisted  there.  The  flag-steamer  made  [signal]  “The 
fort  is  ours.”  At  5  p.  m.  the  fort  on  Eedstone  Point  was  abandoned 
by  the  enemy  and  its  buildings  set  on  fire  by  them;  at  the  same 
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moment  Lieutenant  Jeffers’s  flotilla  appeared,  following  the  Geres 
through  the  barrier  into  Albemarle  Sound.  At  5:  15  p.  m  the  enemy’s 
disabled  steamer  Curlew  was  set  on  Are  and  her  magazine  exploded. 
At  5:25  p.  m.  the  flag-steamer  signalized  u  Victory,”  amidst  the  cheers 
of  the  squadron.  At  6  p.  m.  the  flag-officer  shifted  his  flag  back  to  the 
Philadelphia.  At  7:15  p.  m.  Generals  Burnside  and  Foster  came  on 
board  and  reported  the  capture  of  Roanoke  Island,  with  between  do 
and  40  pieces  of  artillery  and  about  3,000  prisoners  of  war. 

Sunday ,  February  9. — At  about  9  a.  m.  a  schooner  appeared  running 
down  to  the  Ceres ,  which  was  lying  beyond  the  barrier.  At  10: 30  a.  m. 
the  schooner’s  captain  was  brought  on  board  the  flag-steamer  a  captive. 
His  vessel  was  a  coal  schooner  of  the  enemy,  which  mistook  our  gunboats 
for  those  of  the  rebels.  At  2: 50  p.  m.  the  flag  of  the  Redstone  Point 
battery  was  brought  on  board  flag-steamer  by  an  officer  of  the  Commo¬ 
dore  Perry.  In  the  morniug  a  deserter  from  the  rebel  steamer  Fanny 
was  brought  on  board.  He  made  his  escape  the  previous  night  in  a 
small  boat  from  Elizabeth  City  and  gave  valuable  information.  At  3 
p.  m.  Commander  Rowan  left  for  Elizabeth  City  with  tli  e  Delaware,  Under- 
writer ,  Valley  City ,  Louisiana ,  Hetzel,  Lockwood ,  Seymour,  Morse,  Shaw- 
sheen,  Brinlcer ,  Perry ,  Ceres ,  and  Whitehead ,  to  destroy  the  enemy’s 
gunboats  and  break  up  canal  communications  between  the  North  and 
Albemarle  Sound. 

Monday ,  February  10. — Between  9  and  10  a.  m.  firing  was  heard  in  the 
direction  of  Elizabeth  City.  At  1 :  45  p.  m.  General  Burnside  came  on 
board.  At  2:25  p.  m.  the  Southfield  made  signal,  aI  see  the  smoke 
of  a  steamer  N.  W.”  On  examination  smoke,  as  of  vessels  or  houses 
on  fire,  could  be  seen  in  the  direction  of  Elizabeth  City.  In  the  p.  m. 
an  army  expedition  was  dispatched  to  Nag’s  Head.  At  10:07  p.  m. 
our  private  night  signal  was  burned  in  the  northwest  direction,  indi¬ 
cating  the  return  of  one  of  our  vessels  from  Elizabeth  City.  At  10 :  40 
p.  m.  the  Ceres  came  alongside  flag-steamer  and  announced  the  complete 
success  of  the  expedition,  the  enemy’s  steamers  Sea  Bird ,  Fanny ,  Forrest , 
and  Accomac  being  either  sunk  by  collision  or  burned  by  the  enemy, 
the  times  of  the  engagement  and  burning  coinciding  with  our  obser¬ 
vations  of  the  morning.  The  enemy’s  steamer  Ellis  was  captured ; 
and  it  was  thought  that  the  enemy’s  steamers  Beaufort  and  Raleigh , 
both  having  received  shots,  had  made  their  escape  up  the  canal,  which 
had  been  obstructed  by  the  enemy  by  the  destruction  of  a  lock  about 
30  miles  above  Elizabeth  City.  Our  forces  took  possession  of  and 
destroyed  a  fort  mounting  4  guns  and  a  schooner  mounting  1  gun, 
which  had  been  used  in  the  effort  to  oppose  the  advance  on  the  enemy’s 
vessels.  We  lost  two  or  three  killed  and  about  a  dozen  wounded.  The 
enemy’s  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners  was  large.  The  news 
was  communicated  to  General  Burnside  at  once. 

Tuesday,  February  11. — General  Burnside  went  on  board  flag-steamer 
at  4:30  a.  m.  with  his  dispatches  to  General  McClellan,  and  again  at 
9  a.  m.  with  Mr.  L’Amy,  who  was  to  carry  his  dispatches.  At  11  a.  m. 
this  gentleman,  together  with  Mr.  Van  Brunt,  secretary  to  the  flag- 
officer  and  bearer  of  his  dispatches  to  the  Navy  Department,  went  on 
board  Stars  and  Stripes ,  which  at  11 : 30  a.  m  got  underway,  bound  for 
Old  Point  Comfort  via  Hatteras  Inlet. 

(Rough  notes  taken  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Van  Brunt.) 

Tuesday ,  February  11. — Steamer  Morse  and  captured  steamer  Ellis 
arrived  from  Elizabeth  City  with  40  prisoners.  Southfield  went  over 
to  Fort  Forrest  on  Redstone  Point  and  completed  destruction  and 
took  possession  of  ordnance.  In  the  evening  a  flag  of  truce  came  to 
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Genera1  Burnside  from  General  Wise  to  obtain  the  body  of  his  son, 
killed  in  the  engagement  of  the  8th  instant.  In  returning,  General 
Burnside  proposed  an  exchange  of  prisoners. 

11  ednesday ,  February  12. — The  Ceres  returned  for  repairs  from  Eliza¬ 
beth  City,  to  which  she  had  been  again  dispatched  the  previous  day. 
'twenty  contrabands  came  in.  The  Morse  went  back  to  Elizabeth  City 
with  the  40  prisoners,  released  from  parole,  on  board. 

Thursday ,  February  13. — Flag  officer  and  staff  on  shore. 

Saturday ,  February  15.— Mail  arrived  in  the  morning  from  the  Forth. 
Steamer  Underwriter  arrived  from  Elizabeth  City.  In  the  afternoon 
steamers  Delaicarc  and  Shaw  sheen  arrived  and  reported  the  results  of 
an  expedition  to  Forth  Fiver  and  the  obstruction  by  the  enemy  of  the 
Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal. 

Sunday ,  February  16. —  Valley  City  arrived  in  the  evening  from  Albe¬ 
marle  Sound. 

Monday ,  February  17.— Lieutenant  Franklin  detached  from  the  llet- 
zel  and  placed  in  command  of  the  Ellis. 

Tuesday ,  February  IS. — Delaware ,  Hunchback ,  Morse,  Ferry ,  and 
Barney ,  under  the  command  of  Commander  Bowan,  with  Hawkins 
Zouaves,  left  for  the  Chowan  River  and  Winton. 

Wednesday,  February  19.  —Army  steamer  Union ,  with  two  launches 
and  a  battalion  of  soldiers,  all  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  Jeffers,  left  for  Currituck  Sound  to  reconnoiter  and  destroy 
salt  works.  Army  steamer  Baltimore ,  with  coal  schooner  in  tow, 
arrived. 

Thursday ,  February  20. — Brinker  arrived  from  Hatteras  Inlet.  Army 
steamer  Spaulding  and  the  other  army  steamers  left  for  Elizabeth  City 
with  prisoners  to  be  released.  The  expedition  of  Lieutenant  Command¬ 
ing  Jeffers  returned  from  Currituck  Sound. 

Friday ,  February  21. — Lockwood  arrived.  Army  steamer  Baltimore 
left  for  the  Forth  with  mail.  Louisiana  arrived  from  Edenton.  Dela¬ 
ware  ditto. 

Saturday ,  February  22. — Putnam  left  at  daybreak  for  Hatteras  Inlet. 

Sunday ,  February  23. — Ceres  left  at  daybreak  for  Hatteras  Inlet. 
Southfield  and  Ellis  left  for  Elizabeth  City.  Army  steamer  Spaulding 
left  in  the  afternoon  for  Old  Point  Comfort,  via  Hatteras  Inlet. 

Monday ,  February  24. — Stars  and  Stripes,  at  8:30  a.  m.,  arrived  from 
the  Forth.  In  her  company  arrived  the  Shawsheen ,  from  the  inlet,  with 
a  convoy  of  two  army  steamers  and  six  schooners.  Mr.  Van  Brunt, 
secretary  to  flag-officer,  brought  on  board  dispatches  from  Washington 
for  flag-officer  and  General  Burnside. 

(Rough  notes  resumed  by  Mr.  Van  Brunt.) 

Monday,  February  24. — Shawsheen  sent  up  to  Elizabeth  City.  Ellis 
returned  from  ditto. 

Tuesday,  February  25. — Putnam  and  Ceres  returned  from  Hatteras 

Inlet. 

Wednesday ,  February  26. — Schooner  Charles  S.  Carstairs  chartered 
for  ordnance  store  vessel,  and  Acting  Master  [Francis  SJ]  Wells  placed 
in  charge  of  ordnance,  his  steamer,  the  Seymour ,  having  run  on  an 
anchor  at  Hatteras  Inlet  on  the  20th  instant  and  sunk,  a  total  loss,  her 
machinery,  ordnance,  etc.,  being  saved.  General  Burnside  came  on 
board  flag-steamer  in  the  afternoon. 

Thursday,  February  27. — At  11 : 05  a.  m.  signalized  to  Stars  and  Stripes 
and  to  Louisiana  to  get  on  board  provisions  for  sixty  days.  Mail 
arrived  from  the  Forth. 
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Friday ,  February  28. — In  the  morning  the  Stars  and  Stripes  and  }  al¬ 
ley  City  left  to  cruise  and  blockade  at  the  southern  end  ot  Pamlico 
Sound.  At  2  p.  in.  the  Louisiana  left  for  Albemarle  Sound  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  City.  At  2:45  p.  m.  flag-steamer  signalized  to  Delaware ,  asking 
if  she  was  ready  for  sea.  Delaware  answered,  “Yes;  shall  I  get  under¬ 
way  !”  Reply,  “No.” 

Saturday ,  March  1. — At  2  p.  m.  the  Commodore  Barney  left  to  report 
to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Werden  in  Pamlico  Sound,  oft  Neuse  River. 
At  4:50  p.  m.  Generals  Burnside  and  Foster  came  on  board  flag- 

steamer.  .  . 

Sunday ,  March  A— At  7:45  a,  m.  army  steamer  Chancellor  Livingston 
arrived  with  schooner  in  tow.  At  9:  45  a.  m.  Delaware  signalized,  “I 
am  ready  for  sea.”  She  went  southward  in  the  morning.  At  12:15  the 
army  steamer  Alice  Brice  came  alongside  flag-steamer  with  the  generals 
onboard.  Captains  Case  and  Rowan  got  on  board  and  the  steamer 
proceeded  to  Oregon  Inlet  to  sound  and  examine  there.  In  the  morn¬ 
ing  early  the  Putnam  went  down  to  the  inlet  with  carpenters  to  wreck 
the  Seymour ,  etc.  At  midnight  the  Alice  Price  returned,  the  surveying- 
party  having  been  unsuccessful. 

Monday ,  March  3. — General  Foster,  who  spent  the  night  on  board, 
went  on  shore  at  10:30  a.  m.  with  flag-officer.  At  12:15  the  Delaware 
hove  in  sight,  returning  from  Hatteras  Inlet.  She  made  signal,  “I 
carry  the  mail.”  At  1:45  p.  m.  the  Perry  and  Ellis  left  for  Elizabeth 
City.  At  1:45  p.  m.  the  Lockwood  also  left  for  Elizabeth  City.  At 
5:15  p.  m.  the  flag-officer  and  Captain  Case  returned  on  board  flagship. 

Tuesday,  March  4. — At  12:50  the  Delaware  left  for  Hatteras.  At 
2:15  p.m.  the  flagship  made  signal,  “An  opportunity  offers  to  send 
letters  home  to  morrow  morning.” 

Wednesday,  March  5.— At  10:10  a.  m.  flagship  made  signal,  “Send 
letters  on  board.”  The  army  steamer  Picket  came  in  from  Pamlico 
in  the  morning.  The  Lockwood  came  down  from  Albemarle  Sound  at 
6  p.  m. 

Thursday ,  March  6. — At  4:30  p.  m.  the  army  steamer  Picket  went  up 
into  Albemarle.  At  noon  the  steamer  Perry  left  for  the  North  with  a 
mail.  Drinker  went  down  into  Pamlico  Sound. 

Friday ,  March  7. — At  5 : 25  p.  m.  the  Delaware  came  in  from  Pamlico 
Sound  with  two  schooners  in  tow,  prizes  taken  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Pamlico  River. 

Saturday,  March  8. — At  10  a.  m.  the  Lockwood  left  for  Elizabeth 
City.  At  11:35  a.  m.  the  Southfield  came  in  from  Elizabeth  City.  At 
1:30  p.  m.  the  Delaware  left  to  go  down  into  Pamlico  Sound.  At  11 
a.  m.  General  Foster,  with  a  brigade  of  troops  on  the  army  steamers 
Pilot  Boy,  Picket,  Alice  Price,  and  Virginia,  left  for  Columbia,  on  the 
Scuppernong  River,  to  reconnoiter,  give  assistance  to  Union  inhabit¬ 
ants,  etc.  At  noon  the  Whitehead  went  north  to  Albemarle  Sound. 
At  5 : 20  p.  m.  the  Commodore  Barney  made  her  number,  coming  up  from 
Pamlico  Sound,  followed  by  the  Putnam. 

Sunday,  March  9. — The  Shawsheen  arrived  from  North  River,  Albe¬ 
marle  Sound,  early  in  the  morning.  At  12  the  Ceres  returned  from 
Pamlico  Sound.  At  5: 15  i>.  m.  the  Louisiana  returned  from  Albemarle 
Sound  with  Commander  Case  on  board,  reporting  very  heavy  firing  and 
an  explosion  in  the  direction  of  Hampton  Roads  on  the  afternoon  and 
night  of  March  8.  (The  same  indistinctly  heard  at  Roanoke  Island.) 
In  the  afternoon  General  Foster  returned  from  Columbia  with  his 
brigade.  The  Ceres  and  Putnam  went  down  into  Pamlico  Sound  in 
the  a.  m. 
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-Marcft  10:30  111  •  the  mail  arrived  from  the  North. 

Ihe  embarkation  ot  troops  for  a  movement  against  New  Berne  was 
completed  m  the  morning.  The  Shawsheen  went  up  to  Albemarle  Sound 
17nonii!1--  At  a.b®“t  noon  the  Underwriter ,  Southfield,  Hetzel, 
Commodore  barney,  and  Hunchback  went  down  into  Pamlico  Sound  as 
aii  advance  guard  of  gunboats.  At  4  p.  m.  the  Ceres  arrived  from 

A?7Q««0UVr;  At  °:4,)  the  Louisiana  came  from  Pamlico  Sound. 
At  i :  oU  the  Delaware  came  up  from  Pamlico  Sound. 

luesday,  Mach  11.  At  daylight  the  tlag-steamer  Philadelphia  got 
underway,  and  at  S  a.  m.  passed  through  the  marshes  into  Pamlico 
Sound,  followed  by  the  Delaware  and  Morse.  The  Commodore  Perry 
arrived  from  Albemarle  Sound  at  daybreak  and  joined  the  party  moving 
southward,  ihe  fleet  of  General  Burnside  also  got  underway  and  fob 
lowed  tne  flag-steamer.  At  8 : 30  a.  m.  the  Delaware  was  sent  ahead  to 
Hatteras  Inlet  to  bring  two  coal  vessels  over  the  bar  and  tow  them  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Neuse  Liver.  At  about  1  p.  m.  the  Stars  and  Stripes 
hove  m  sight,  making  for  the  flag-steamer.  At  1 : 20  p.  m.  Lieutenant- 
Commander  A\  erden  came  on  board  from  the  Stars  and  Stripes  with 
dispatches  and  orders  for  the  flag-officer  to  proceed  immediately  to 
Hampton  Loads,  in  consequence  of  an  action  between  the  Merrimack 
and  the  other  vessels  of  the  enemy  and  the  Minnesota,  Congress,  Cumber¬ 
land,  Monitor,  etc.,  on  the  8tli  and  9th  of  March,  coinciding  in  time  with 
our  observations  on  those  days.  The  flag-officer,  Commander  Case 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Jeffers,  and  Mr.  Van  Brunt,  secretary,  left 
Hatteras  Inlet  for  Hampton  Loads  in  the  p.  m. 


Letter  of  congratulation  and  commendation  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer 
Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Navy  Department,  February  14, 1862. 

Sir:  Your  dispatches  of  the  9th  and  10th  instant,  by  the  hands  of 
your  private  secretary,  communicating  the  great  success  that  has  thus 
far  attended  the  expedition  into  the  waters  of  North  Carolina  were 
received  this  morning,  and  I  hasten,  in  the  name  of  the  President  to 
thank  you  for  the  service  you  and  the  brave  men  connected  with  you 
havereudered  the  country.  These  successful  achievements  of  our  navy 
and  army  in  North  Carolina  come  to  swell  the  current  of  clieerino- 
tidings  that  reach  us  from  the  West,  where  the  gallant  Foote,  with  his 
flotilla,  has  cooperated  with  the  army  in  a  successful  demonstration 
against  the  rebel  forces  in  Tennessee.  Our  brave  and  patriotic  men  on 
the  coast  and  in  the  interior  are  earning  a  debt  of  lasting  gratitude 
from  this  country.  The  hearts  and  best  wishes  of  the  nation  have  been 
with  you  through  the  long  trials  you  have  endured,  and  most  sincerely 
do  we  rejoice  with  you  on  the  success  which  you  have  obtained. 

In  congratulating  you  and  the  officers  and  men  of  your  command  the 
Department  would  also  extend  congratulations  to  General  Burnside 
and  the  Army. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Letter  of  congratulation  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Golds- 
borough,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  [ February  15,  1862.} 

Dear  Commodore  :  Glory  again  to  our  arms  through  your  skill  and 
judgment.  From  every  quarter  comes  victory  complete  and  overwhelm¬ 
ing.  Price  is  utterly  routed  in  Missouri.  I  would  write  in  full,  but  the 
world  is  on  top  of  us  to-day. 

Remember  me  most  kindly  to  your  brave  officers,  lour  name  goes 
up  to-day  to  fix  you  on  the  active  list. 

Yours,  n  TT  „ 

G.  Y.  Fox. 

[Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborougii, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.] 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Lynch,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  naval  defenses  of  North  Carolina  and 

Virginia. 

Petersburg,  Va.,  February  18,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  enemy  on  the  7th  instant, 
at  10:30  a.  m.,  made  an  attack  upon  the  squadron  under  my  command 
and  the  battery  at  Pork  Point,  Roanoke  Island.  His  force  consisted  of 
from  80  to  100  sail,  of  which  22  heavy  steamers  and  1  tug  constituted 
the  attacking  force.  This  last  division  was  again  subdivided,  one  por¬ 
tion  assailing  us  and  the  other  the  battery ;  but  whenever  we  approached 
too  near,  the  fire  of  the  whole,  except  two  or  three  close  inshore,  would 
be  concentrated  upon  us.  As  his  force  was  overwhelming,  we  com¬ 
menced  the  action  at  long  range,  but  as  our  shells  fell  short,  whilst  his 
burst  over  and  around  us,  we  were  eventually  compelled  to  lessen  the 
distance. 

The  fight  lasted  continuously  until  5  p.  m.,  when  the  enemy  withdrew 
for  the  night.  The  soldiers  in  the  battery  sustained  their  position  under 
a  terrific  fire  with  a  gallantry  which  won  our  warmest  admiration.  At 
times  the  entire  batt'ery  would  be  enveloped  in  the  sand  and  dust 
thrown  up  by  shot  and  shell,  aud  yet  the  casualties  were  only  1  man 
killed  and  3  wounded.  The  earthwork,  however,  was  very  much  cut 
up,  but  doubtless  repaired  during  the  night.  I  deem  it  proper  to  say 
thus  much  of  the  battery,  because,  in  all  probability,  this  communica¬ 
tion  will  reach  you  before  intelligence  is  received  from  the  appropriate 
official  source. 

Repeatedly  in  the  course  of  the  day  I  feared  that  our  little  squadron 
of  seven  vessels  would  be  utterly  demolished,  but  a  merciful  Providence 
preserved  us.  Master  Commanding  Hoole,  of  the  Forrest ,  received  a 
wound  in  the  head  which  was  at  first  pronounced  serious,  if  not  mortal, 
but  I  trust  that  this  promising  young  officer,  who  so  bravely  fought 
his  ship,  will  be  spared  to  the  service.  Midshipman  Oamm,  acting  as 
executive  officer  of  the  Ellis ,  had  liis  left  arm  shot  off,  and  the  right 
arm  of  Seaman  Ely,  of  the  Curlew,  was  fractured.  These,  with  three 
others  slightly  wounded,  constitute  the  sum  of  our  personal  casualties. 
Our  physical  ones  were  serious  About  2 : 30  p.  m.  a  heavy  shell  per¬ 
forated  the  deck  of  the  Curlew,  passed  through  the  magazine,  and, 
driving  out  one  of  the  iron  plates  of  which  her  bottom  consists,  caused 
her  to  fill  so  rapidly  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  run  toward  the  shore, 
near  which  she  sunk.  About  the  same  time  the  Forrest  was  disabled 
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by  the  displacement  of  ber  propeller.  We  received  other  injuries  from 
shot  and  shell  (one  of  the  latter  passing  through  the  flagship,  but  above 
the  water  line),  but  none  of  a  serious  character. 

With  the  exception  of  the  vessels  named,  we  could  have  been  pre- 
paied  tor  action  the  ensuing  day,  it  we  only  had  ammunition ;  but  1  had 
not  one  charge  of  powder  nor  a  loaded  shell  remaining,  and  few  of  the 
other  vessels  were  better  off.  In  common  prudence,  1  should,  perhaps 
liave  reserved  some  for  contingencies,  but  the  battery  was  so  sorely 
piesseci  that  I  felt  bound  to  annoy  its  assailants  as  much  as  possible. 
1  uring  the  latter  part  of  the  engagement,  tvhen  our  ammunition  was 
nearly  exhausted,  1  sent  to  the  upper  battery  for  a  supply,  but  ten 
charges  were  all  that  could  be  spared. 

While  recovering  the  rifled  gun  and  other  articles  of  value  from  the 
wreck  of  the  Curlew,  I  sent  Lieutenant  Commanding  Parker  with  the 
Beaufort  to  the  upper  battery  with  a  note  for  the  commanding  officer 
on  the  island,  informing  him  ot  our  shortness  of  ammunition  and  of  mv 
intention  to  proceed  to  Elizabeth  City,  35  miles  distant,  for  a  supplv, 
and  return  immediately. 

1  telt  sure  that  1  ork  Point  battery  could  hold  out,  and  earnestly 
hoped  that,  profiting  by  the  mistake  at  Hatteras,  the  enemy,  who  had 
landed  on  a  point  of  marsh,  would  be  attacked  and  defeated  during  the 
night.  A  i tli  this  conviction  and  in  this  hope,  with  the  Forrest  in  tow 
I  proceeded  with  my  little  squadron  to  Elizabeth  City  for  ammunition 
but  finding  only  a  small  quantity  there,  dispatched  Commander  Hun¬ 
ter  express  to  Norfolk  for  it. 

There  were  reasons  for  retiring  on  Norfolk,  had  I  known  that  very 
little  ammunition  could  be  procured  at  Elizabeth  City.  But  even  had 
1  known  it,  the  desertion  of  that  town,  situated  near  the  head  of  the 
Dismal  Swamp  Canal,  would  have  been  unseemly  and  discouraging 
more  particularly  as  I  had  urged  the  inhabitants  to  defend  it  to  the 
last  extremity. 

In  the  conflict  of  the  <th  instant  Commander  Hunter,  Lieutenants 
Commanding  Cooke,  Parker,  and  Alexander,  and  Masters  Command¬ 
ing  McCarrick,  Tayloe,  Hoole,  and  Harris  bravely  sustained  the  credit 
ot  the  sei  vice,  and  the  other  officers  and  most  ot  the  crews  of  the  ves¬ 
sels  were  scarce  less  zealous  than  their  commanders.  To  Commander 
Hunter  and  Lieutenants  Commanding  Cooke  and  Parker  I  am  particu¬ 
larly  indebted. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  Simms  was  absent  on  detached  service,  and 
only  returned  at  the  close  of  the  conflict,  but  exhibited  such  an  eager¬ 
ness  to  participate  as  to  give  assurance  that  if  gratified  he  would  have 
upheld  his  high  reputation. 

Having  procured  fuel  and  ammunition  sufficient  for  two  steamers,  I 
left  Elizabeth  City  in  the  Sea  Bird,  with  the  Appomattox  in  company, 
on  the  9th  instant  for  Roanoke  Island  with  the  purpose  of  rendering 
what  assistance  we  could.  At  the  mouth  of  the  river  we  met  a  boat, 
from  which  we  learned  that  our  forces  on  the  island  had  capitulated! 
We  then  continued  on  in  the  hope  of  rescuing  the  men  stationed  at  the 
Croatan  floating  battery,  but  were  forced  to  retire  upon  the  appearance 
of  a  division  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  steering  toward  the  river. 

Immediately  upon  our  return  I  sent  an  express  to  General  Henning- 
sen  and  distributed  the  ammunition  between  the  Sea  Bird,  Ellis,  Appo¬ 
mattox,  Beaufort,  Fanny,  and  the  schooner  Black  Warrior  ^  the  gunboats 
forming  in  line  of  battle  abreast  across  the  river,  a  little  above  the  fort, 
and  the  schooner  moored  parallel  with  and  close  to  the  eastern  shore, 
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opposite  to  Cobb’s  Point  battery,  tlie  latter  consisting  of  four  srnooth- 
bored  32-pounders.  The  Curlew,  our  largest  steamer,  bad  been  sunk 
during  tbe  engagement  off  Roanoke  Island;  tbe  Forrests  as  on  the 
ways  in  Elizabeth  City,  undergoing  repairs,  and  the  Raleigh  I  had  the 
day  before  sent  up  the  canal  to  expedite  forwarding  ammunition  from 
Norfolk.  Shortly  after  daylight  on  the  10th  the  enemy  appeared  in 
sight,  and  it  was  reported  by  the  lookout  that  he  was  landing  troops 
below.  I  immediately  went  to  the  battery  to  arrange  for  its  defense, 
and  found  it  ungarrisoned,  in  charge  of  a  civilian  and  seven  militia¬ 
men.  As  the  battery  was  our  principal  reliance,  and  the  enemy  must 
pass  it  before  reaching  the  gunboats,  I  determined  to  defend  it  in  per¬ 
son,  and  sent  for  Lieutenant  Commanding  Parker,  of  the  Beaufort ,  to 
bring  on  shore  his  ammunition,  officers,  and  crew,  leaving  only  suffi¬ 
cient  of  the  latter  to  take  that  vessel  up  to  the  canal.  We  at  first 
manned  three  of  the  guns  with  the  aid  of  the  militiamen,  but  they 
speedily  deserted,  and  we  fought  with  only  two  32-pounders. 

The  enemy  advanced  very  boldly  and,  contrary  to  my  expectation, 
instead  of  taking  position  as  he  did  at  Roanoke  Island  for  the  purpose 
of  shelling  out  the  battery,  he  continued  to  press  on;  in  one  hour  and 
five  minutes  succeeded  in  passing  it,  and,  with  full  complements  of  men, 
closed  upon  our  half-manned  gunboats. 

The  commanders  of  the  latter  were  instructed,  when  their  ammunition 
failed,  to  escape  with  their  vessels  if  they  could;  if  not,  to  run  into  shoal 
water,  destroy  the  signal  books,  set  fire  to  the  vessels  and  save  their 
crews. 

The  Appomattox  succeeded  in  making  her  escape;  the  Sea  Bird  was 
sunk  in  the  action;  the  Ellis  was  overpowered  and  captured,  and  the 
Fanny  ran  aground  and  set  on  fire  by  her  commander,  who  brought 
her  crew  safely  ashore. 

By  the  capture  or  destruction  of  the  gunboats  the  enemy  gained 
positions  to  enfilade  the  battery  (the  guns  of  which  could  no  longer  be 
brought  to  bear),  bringing  the  magazine  in  their  line  of  fire,  and  as 
further  resistance  would  have  availed  nothing,  the  town  being  at  their 
mercy,  the  guns  of  the  battery  were  carefully  spiked  and  the  officers 
and  men  deliberately  withdrawn. 

The  Forrest ,  in  obedience  to  my  orders,  was  burned  by  her  officers 
before  leaving  Elizabeth  City;  the  EUis  was  captured;  the  Beaufort , 
Raleigh ,  and  Appomattox  escaped;  the  Fanny  was  set  on  fire  and  blew 
up;  and  the  flagship  was  sunk,  so  that  of  our  little  squadron  of  gun¬ 
boats,  the  Ellis  (next  to  the  Eorrest  the  most  indifferent  one)  alone  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Of  casualties,  I  regret  to  say  that  Acting 
Midshipman  Jackson  and  1  seaman  of  the  Ellis ,  and  Seamen  Ballance 
and  Bragg  of  the  Sea  Bird,  were  killed,  and  1  seaman  of  the  Ellis  and 
Third  Assistant  Engineer  Henderson  and  4  seamen  of  the  Sea  Bird 
were  wounded. 

The  officers  exhibited  great  gallantry,  but  "were  not  universally  sus¬ 
tained  by  their  men,  for  some  of  them,  being  raw  recruits,  shrunk  from 
a  hand-to-hand  encounter  with  a  greatly  superior  force.  Until  better 
informed  I  can  not  particularize  the  conduct  of  the  officers  afloat,  but 
will  do  them  full  justice  in  a  future  communication. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Parker,  Acting  Master  Johnson,  and  Acting 
Midshipmen  Gardner  and  Mallory  were  with  me  in  the  battery,  and  by 
cool  intrepidity  sustained  the  confidence  I  placed  in  them.  To  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Commanding  Parker  I  am  specially  indebted,  as  well  for  his  brave 
deportment  in  battle  as  for  the  judicious  manner  he  conducted  upward 
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of  50  officers  and  men  from  Elizabeth  City  to  Norfolk.  Mr.  Hinrick, 
the  civilian  whom  we  found  in  charge  of  the  battery,  stood  by  us  to  the 
last,  and  deserves  to  be  gratefully  remembered. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

ttij  ^  Wi.  F.  Lynch, 

A  lag-  Officer,  Comdg.  Naval  Defenses  of  Forth  Carolina  and  Virginia, 
Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Richmond, 


iteport  of  Lieutenant  Cooke,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Ellis. 

Warrenton,  N.  C.,  April  16,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  being  wounded  in  my  right  arm,  and  unable 
to  wnte,  I  have  until  now  deferred  making  out  to  you  my  official  report 
ot  the  engagements  of  the  8th  [7th]  and  Iltli  [10th]  of  February: 

lhatot  the  8th  [7th],  at  Roanoke  Island,  commenced  abontl0:30  a.m. 
at  long  range.  At  2  p.  m.,  finding  all  of  my  ammunition  expended,  I 
obtained  your  permission  to  be  supplied  from  the  Forrest  As  I  procured 
that,  she  had  dropped  out  of  the  enemy’s  range  in  a  crippled  condition 
1  very  soon  expended  all  that  she  had,  and  soon  after  the  Curlew  becomin  o- 
disabled  and  m  a  sinking  condition,  I  was  again  supplied  from  her,  and 
lenewed  the  attack.  At  about  4:30  p.  m.,  as  we  were  retiring  from  the 
engagement,  the  firing  having  generally  ceased,  Midshipman  Camm,  the 
second  m  command,  had  his  left  arm  taken  off  just  below  the  shoulder 
by  a  Parrott  shell.  He  had  fired  his  eighty-fourth  round  when  wounded, 
and  I  can  not  speak  too  highly  of  this  efficient  and  meritorious  officer, 
who  had  bravely  performed  his  duty  throughout  the  action.  I  then 
by  your  order,  went  to  the  assistance  of  the  Curlew  to  remove  ordnance 
and  ordnance  stores,  etc.,  to  the  schooner  Blade  Warrior,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  falling  back  to  Elizabeth  City,  where  we  arrived  on  Saturday 
morning,  and  where  we  were  attacked  on  Monday,  the  11th  [10th]  by 
the  Federal  gunboats  by  an  overwhelming  and  overpowering  force.  ’  In 
consequence  of  the  width  of  the  river,  the  enemy  were  enabled  to  run 
down  upon  us  with  his  entire  force,  numbering,  I  think,  14  gunboats 
and  any  one  of  which  was  superior  to  ours,  and  of  a  heavier  metal’ 
Being  surrounded  and  boarded  by  two  of  the  enemy’s  vessels,  and 
having  made  every  possible  effort  to  resistance,  and  seeing  that  further 
resistance  was  useless,  I  gave  the  order  to  blow  the  vessel  up,  which 
was  prevented  by  one  of  my  negro  coal  heavers  discovering  it  and 
betiaj  ing  it  to  the  enemy.  I  also  gave  the  order  for  the  men  to  save 
themselves,  if  possible,  we  being  very  near  the  shore,  one  of  the  gun’s 
crew  being  killed  and  several  wounded.  The  rest  left  the  vessel,  and 
in  endeavoring  to  make  their  way  to  the  shore,  Midshipman  Jackson’ 
the  second  in  command  (who  came  on  board  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Camm) 
was  wounded,  and  died  in  twenty  hours  on  board  one  of  the  Federal 
vessels.  Several  of  the  men  were  also  wounded  in  the  water,  one,  I 
believe,  mortally,  William  Walker,  ordinary  seaman. 

Midshipman  Jackson  was  a  meritorious  and  promising  officer,  and 
the  country  has  sustained  a  loss  in  his  death. 

I  must  here  speak  of  the  efficient  services  of  Mr.  Knight  (rated  as 
fireman,  but  performing  the  duties  of  boatswain,  gunner,  and  watch 
officer)  ;  Mr.  Mayo,  the  pilot  ;  also  Mr.  Bagley,  the  clerk,  and  the  crew, 
all  ot  whom  performed  their  respective  duties  with  promptness  and 
efficiency. 
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After  tlie  surrender,  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  two  negro  coal  1  leav¬ 
ers  and  the  steward,  as  also  one  or  two  of  the  men  from  the  Sea  bird, 
deserted  to  the  enemy,  when  called  upon  in  my  presence  to  take  their 

parole. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  1  J.  W.  Cooke, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding  Ellis. 


Flag-Officer  W.  F.  Lynch,  .  ,  _  . 

Commanding  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  Naval  Defenses. 


Testimony  of  Lieutenant  Loyail,  C.  S.  Navy,  before  the  special  committee  of  the  Confederate 
Congress  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  causes  and  circumstances  of  the  capitulation  <n  Koanoxe 
Island. 


Thursday,  March  13 , 1862. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present  the  same 
members  as  on  yesterday. 

Lieutenant  Benjamin  P.  Loyall,  0.  S.  Favy,  another  witness,  hav¬ 
ing  been  duly  sworn,  was  examined  and  testified  as  follows: 

First  question.  What  connection,  if  auy,  had  you  with  the  prepara¬ 
tion  for,  or  the  conduct  of,  the  defense  ot  Roanoke  Island  ?  State,  nom 
the  beginning,  all  you  may  know  in  relation  to  those  preparations  or  that 
defense,  giving  all  the  tacts  tending  in  your  opinion  to  throw  light 
upon  the  causes  of  the  disaster  which  befell  our  arms  at  that  place  on 
or  about  the  8th  of  February  last. 


Answer.  On  the  9th  of  January,  1862,  I  received  orders  from  Major-General 
Huger  under  whose  command  the  island  had  then  recently  been  placed,  to  proceed 
in  company  with  Captain  John  S.  Taylor,  Provisional  C.  S.  Army,  and  report  to  the 
senior  officer  at  Roanoke  Island  for  duty  in  the  batteries  there.  We  reported  to 
Colonel  Shaw  on  the  11th  January,  and  he  at  once  issued  orders  offering  us  every 
facility  for  the  discharge  of  our  duties.  Captain  laylor  at  once  decided  that  I 
should  take  charge  of  the  instruction  and  drill  of  the  troops  at  the  heavy  artillery 
in  Forts  Bartow  and  Blanchard.  Major  Hill,  of  C.  S.  Provisional  Army,  was  in  com¬ 
mand  of  Fort  Bartow.  Captain  Taylor  reserved  the  instruction  and  drill  at  Forts 
linger  and  Forrest. 

1.  Fort  Bartow  is  the  southernmost  of  the  defenses  on  the  west  side  of  the  island. 
It  was  a  sand  fort,  well  covered  with  turf,  having  6  long  32-pounder  guns  in 
embrasure,  and  when  I  got  there  had  1  gun,  a  rilled  32-pounder, ‘in  barbette  on  the 
left.  At  that  time  the  fortification  on  its  left  flank  did  not  extend  to  the  swamp, 
which  passed  some  40  feet  in  its  rear,  and  was  therefore  exposed  to  be  enfiladed 
from  the  beach  below,  to  remedy  which,  as  was  apparent  to  every  one,  it  was  neces¬ 
sary  to  extend  the  parapet  so  as  to  meet  the  swamp.  This  was  done,  and  2  addi¬ 
tional  32-pounders  were  placed  upon  the  extension  in  barbette.  We  also  found  it 
necessary  to  reconstruct  the  magazine  at  Fort  Bartow  to  avoid  leakage. 

2.  Next  in  order,  on  the  same  side  and  about  2|  miles  from  Bartow,  is  Fort 
Blanchard,  a  semicircular  sand  fort,  turfed,  and  mounting  4  32-pounders  in  barbette. 
This  was  an  excellent  little  fort  and  was  not  altered  by  us. 

3.  Next  on  the  same  side,  and  about  1,200  yards  from  Blanchard,  is  Fort  Huger. 
This  is  a  turfed  sand  fort,  running  along  the  line  of  the  beach  and  closed  in  the 
rear  by  a  low  breastwork,  with  a  banquette  for  infantry.  It  contained  8  32-pounder 
guns  in  embrasure,  2  rifle  32-pounders  in  barbette  on  the  left,  and  2  smooth 
32-pounders  in  barbette  on  the  right. 

These  were  the  only  fortifications  that  I  visited  while  on  the  island,  until  after 
the  action,  when  I  saw  the  redoubt  at  which  the  fight  of  the  8th  took  place.  While 
I  was  on  the  island,  and  until  within  two  weeks  before  the  attack,  there  was  not 
more  than  18  rounds  of  powder  to  a  gun  in  any  of  the  forts. 

In  addition  to  these  defenses  on  the  shore  and  on  the  island,  there  had,  when  I 
got  there,  been  commenced,  about  the  7th  of  January,  a  barrier  of  piles  extending 
from  the  east  side  of  Fnlker’s  Shoal  toward  the  island.  This  work  went  on,  but  very 
slowly,  all  the  time  I  was  there.  Its  object  was  to  compel  vessels  passing  on  the 
west  side  of  the  island  to  approach  within  roach  of  the  shore  batteries.  Up  to  the 
time  of  the  attack,  there  was  a  space  of  about  1,700  yards  still  left  open  opposite 
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Fort  Bartow.  A  short  time  before  the  attack  they  began  to  sink  vessels  and  to 

between  thnt^h  ^?lWeat+l11<le  °f  F'll^er’®  Shoal’  with  a  view  to  obstruct  a  channel 
between  that  shoal  and  the  mainland— about  the  1st  of  February. 

inqnffi1pi«l  +t°0d  thls,  7?rk  was  u'lder  charge  of  Lieutenant  Sekian,  who  had  very 
^  f  }]1S  C0mrud  t0  CarryOU  thc  "’ork>  aad  I  believe  both  theposk 

tl,« “  th?-plaa  of  tke  work  were  m  opposition  to  his  views.  He  wished  to  place 

the  obstiuctmn  at  such  a  point  higher  up  as  to  bring  the  enemy  under  fire  of  the 
01  ts i  above  as  well  as  of  l*ort  Bartow,  and  to  make  it  stronger  by  increasing  the 

waTaeTini  nn^,an  /  Cr1S  tnem  nefw- together.  I  know  that  Lieutenant  Selden 
aa  a s  acting  unnei  outers  from  General  Wise. 

,  Tk!guus  an<*  equipments  were  all  of  good  quality  and  in  good  condition,  and 
Dtlorethe  attack  the  ammunition  was  increased  from  Norfolk  to  28  rounds  for  each 
+me£U!  °f  powder ;  there  were  large  quantities  of  shot.  There  were  no  means 
of  henting  shot  m  any  battery  except  Fort  Huger,  where  there  was  one  furnace, 
out  ot  order,  or  of  no  account.  I  concur  in  the  general  account  given  by  Lieutenaut- 
Coionel  1-  owle  as  to  the  number  and  distribution  of  the  troops  at  the  time  of  the 
attack,  so  tar  as  they  manned  the  batteries. 

the  piles  driven  by  Lieutenant  Selden  were  driven  by  means  of  a  very  inefficient 
pile  driver,  sent  from  the  navy  yard  at  Norfolk. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th  of  February  a  gun  was  fired  from  one  of  the  vessels  of 
our  fleet,  which  proved  to  be  a  signal  that  the  fleet  of  the  enemy  was  in  sight  to  the 
souiliYN  ard.  I  went  at  once  to  F  ort  Bartow,  and  by  noon  discovered  that  the  enemy’s 
force  was  at  anchor  about  8  miles  off,  numbering  about  75  or  80  sail.  They  had  been 
discovered  by  our  fleet  early  in  the  morning,  but  a  fog  came  on  which  prevented  us 
from  learning  certainly  whether  they  were  in  force,  until  about  noon.  I  at  once 
made  the  fact  known  to  Colonel  Shaw  and  learned  from  him  that  he  had  already 
sent  to  General  Wise  information  of  the  appearance  of  the  enemy  in  the  morning 
On  the  morning  of  the  7th  we  observed  the  enemy  still  at  anchor,  and  at  10  o’clock 
the  usual  hour  for  drill,  the  men  were  sent  to  the  guns  in  Fort  Bartow  for  instruc¬ 
tion.  About  halt  past  10  there  was  a  movement  among  the  ships  of  the  enemy  and 
it  soon  became  evident  that  they  were  advancing  their  gunboats  in  full  force.  ‘  They 
came  up  the  channel,  and  the  foremost  ships  opened  fire  with  their  rifle  guns  about 
11  o  clock,  directing  their  fire  toward  Fort  Bartow  and  toward  our  vessels  which 
were  lying  above  the  pile  barrier,  drawn  up  for  action.  By  11 : 30  o’clock  the  action 
became  general  between  the  enemy’s  gunboats  on  the  one  side  and  our  fleet  and 
r  ort  Bartow  ou  the  other.  The  only  guns  at  Fort  Bartow  that  would  bear  upon  the 
enemy  were  three  barbette  guns  and,  ior  a  short  time,  the  left  embrasure  gun.  As 
soon  as  they  discovered  that  the  embrasure  gun  was  in  range,  they  withdrew  out  of 
its  leach.  Shortly  after  1  o’clock  our  fleet  withdrew  to  the  northward  out  of  the 
range  of  the  rifle  guns  of  Fort  Huger,  which  opened  upon  the  enemy  about  that 
time,  firing  about  ten  shots;  but  finding  their  guns  would  not  reach,  this  fire  was 
(iiscontinued.  From  that  time  to  4  o’clock  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy’s  attack 
was  directed  against  Fort  Bartow.  Their  endeavor  was  to  approach  so  near  the 
shore,  south  of  the  fort,  as  to  enfilade,  in  which  attempt  they  were  invariably  driven 
off.  About  4  o’clock  it  became  evident  that  the  enemy  were  landing  troops  near 
Ashby’s  Landing.  The  action  was  continued  until  night,  when  the  enemy  withdrew 
out  of  range  of  our  guns,  having  done  no  serious  damage  to  Fort  Bartow,  and  having 
killed  1  man  and  wounded  3,  and  destroyed  the  winter  quarters  of  the  battalion” 
Lieutenant  Talcott  very  promptly  repaired  all  the  damage  done  to  the  parapet  and 
magazine,  and  the  ammunition  was  replenished  from  Fort  Huger  to  the  full  extent  of 
that  with  which  we  had  begun  the  action. 

On  the  following  morning,  Saturday,  8th,  the  battery  was  manned  before  daylight, 
a  vigilant  lookout  having  been  kept  up  all  night.  The  enemy  showed  no  disposition 
to  engage  the  battery,  but  their  light  steamers  were  busily  employed  in  landing 
troops  near  Ashby’s.  About  7  o’clock  we  distinctly  heard  rapid  and  continuous 
musketry  firing  in  the  interior  of  the  island,  and  were  convinced  that  they  had 
attacked  our  forces  at  the  redoubt.  There  was  an  incessant  firing  of  musketry  and  of 
light  aitilleiy  until  about  11  o  clock.  About  9  o’clock  we  discovered  coming  down 
from  the  northward  five  or  six  schooners  in  tow  of  a  tug.  Six  gunboats  of  the  enemy 
started  out  from  their  fleet  with  the  evident  intention  to  cut  off  these  schooners.  Wo 
opened  fire  upon  these  gunboats,  which  completely  stopped  their  advance.  This 
brought  on  an  action  of  an  hour  and  a  half  between  Fort  Bartow  and  ten  of  the 
enemy’s  fleet,  and  we  saw  the  transports  arrive  safely  at  the  north  end  of  the  island. 
These  transports  came  from  Elizabeth  City  and  had  on  board  Green’s  battalion  of 
the  Wise  Legion. 

After  11 :30  o’clock  there  was  no  more  firing  from  Fort  Bartow,  the  enemy  keeping 
entirely  beyond  range.  Between  that  and  12  o’clock  an  officer  dispatched  by  Colonel 
Shaw  arrived  at  Bartow  with  information  that  Colonel  Shaw  had  been  defeated  and 
that  he  thought  it  necessary  to  abandon  the  fort,  as  we  would  soon  be  cut  off  in  the 
rear.  This  was  the  first  information  we  had  as  to  the  result  of  the  battle  on  shore, 
and  the  battery  at  that  time  was  in  as  good  fighting  condition  as  ever.  Major  Hill 
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directed  upon  consultation  that  the  guns  should  ho  as  much  disabled  as  possible  in 
the  time  we  had,  and  the  ammunition  destroyed,  which  was  accordingly  done,  alter 
which  we  abandoned  the  hattery.  Major  Hill  marched  his  battalion  to  the  encamp¬ 
ment  of  the  Eighth  Regiment,  North  Carolina,  while  I,  in  company  with  Captain 
Taylor,  proceeded  to  Forts  Blanchard  and  Huger,  thinking  perhaps  Colonel  Shaw 
intended  to  make  a  stand  somewhere  else  on  the  island,  and  that  we  should  receive 
the  attack  of  the  fleet  in  the  other  forts.  While  awaiting  further  instructions  at 
these  forts,  orders  were  received  from  Colonel  Shaw  to  spike  the  guns  and  destroy 
the  ammunition,  which  was  done  and  the  forces  withdrawn  to  the  camp  ot  the 
Eighth  Regiment,  where  the  surrender  was  made  by  Colonel  Shaw. 

To  Mr.  Gaither: 

Duringthe  action  of  the  7tli  at  Fort  Bartow,  Colonel  Shaw  came  to  the  fort,  accom¬ 
panied  by  Lieutenant  Talcott,  C.  S.  Army,  through  a  heavy  fire  ot  shot  and  shell, 
a  most  dangerous  undertaking;  this  was  about  11:45  a.  m.  He  remained  in  the 
battery,  doing  all  in  his  power  to  encourage  aud  assist  the  men  at  the  guns,  and  was 
induced  to  leave  only  by  the  discovery  that  the  enemy  were  landing  their  troops. 
He  left  with  the  purpose  to  make  arrangements  to  meet  the  emergency,  and  in  leav¬ 
ing  again  passed  through  the  most  dangerous  ground  near  the  battery.  The  deport¬ 
ment  of  the  men  in  Fort  Bartow  was  in  the  main  calm  and  cool  and  determined;  I 
think  remarkably  so  in  view  of  the  fact  that  they  were  wholly  unused  to  such  scenes. 

To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  in  the  five  weeks  I  was  on  the  island,  General 
Huger  was  never  there,  and  General  Wise  only  once  tor  about  forty-five  minutes  or  an 
hour. 

To  Mr.  Lewis  : 

The  usual  time  occupied  in  going  from  the  island  to  Norfolk  is  about  twenty-four 
hours.  It  could  be  done  by  express,  using  boat  to  Elizabeth  City  and  horses  to  Nor¬ 
folk,  in  twelve  hours.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  no  provision  was 
made  for  sending  regular  or  express  messages  between  the  two  points.  There  were 
two  small  steamers  in  the  service  of  the  quartermaster’s  department  at  Norfolk, 
which  came  perhaps  once  a  week  between  the  island  and  Norfolk,  and  when  at  the 
island  were  used  under  orders  of  the  officer  in  command  for  the  purposes  of  his  com¬ 
mand.  The  trips  of  these  steamers  were  made  according  to  the  requirements  of  the 
quartermaster’s  department  and  without  any  regularity  as  to  time.  There  was  also 
semi-weekly  a  sailing  schooner  to  Elizabeth  City.  I  havebeen  regularly  educated  as  a 
naval  officer  in  the  service  of  the  late  United  States;  have  been  in  service  thirteen 
years.  From  the  time  I  went  to  the  island  we  all  had  a  kind  of  belief  that  Burn¬ 
side’s  expedition  was  threatening  North  Carolina,  but  we  had  a  hope  that  he  would 
not  come  to  Roanoke  Island.  On  25tli  of  January  we  heard  of  the  disaster  the 
expedition  had  met  with  at  sea  and  that  it  was  certainly  within  the  sound,  and  from 
that  time  I  expected  an  attack  on  Roanoke  Island,  and  such,  I  think,  was  the 
expectation  of  those  associated  with  me. 

It  is  my  opinion  and  belief  that  the  island,  with  the  defenses  aud  the  forces  upon 
it  at  the  time  of  the  attack,  could  not  have  been  maintained  against  the  force  of  the 
enemy.  The  batteries,  I  believe,  could  have  been  held  against  a  naval  attack,  but 
the  forces  on  the  island  were  not  sufficient  to  repel  a  land  attack  by  such  a  force; 
and  the  island  could,  I  think,  have  been  reduced  without  either  a  land  or  naval 
attack  by  simply  surrounding  it  and  cutting  off  its  supplies,  for  the  obstructions  in 
the  channel  were,  in  my  opinion,  wholly  inefficient. 

I  doubt  whether  the  means  could  have  been  combined  by  the  Confederacy  or  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  or  both,  to  make  this  island  tenable  against  the  force  of 
the  enemy  after  the  25th  of  January,  1862. 

And  further  saith  not 

B.  P.  Loyali., 
Lieuienant,  C.  S.  Nary. 

Sworn  to  before  me. 

B.  S.  Gaither, 

Chairman. 


Report  of  Commander  Prentiss ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  JJ.  8.  8.  Alba¬ 
tross. ,  of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  Baltimore  for  repairs. 

U.  S.  S.  Albatross, 
Baltimore,  February  7 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  bave  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  here  in  this  steamer  for 
repairs.  To-day  I  shall  discharge  my  powder  at  Fort  McHenry  and 
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proceed  to  Federal  HilljMd.],  giving  the  repairs  of  hull  and  engine 
into  the  hands  ot  the  carpenter  and  engineer  appointed  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  lor  that  duty,  whose  orders  supersede  mine  from  Captain  Marston. 

ii  coming  up  under  the  pilotage  ot  my  sailing  master  (who  is  an  old 
shipmaster  and  trader  at  this  port),  we  grounded  twice,  but  I  believe 
received  no  injury. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  A.  Prentiss, 

„  Commander.  TJ.  8.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  7).  G. 


Report  of  Captain  Marston,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads 

transmitting  report  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  TJ.  8.  bark  Fernan- 

dina  of  the  boarding  of  the  schooner  Fanny  Lee. 

IT.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Roanoke. 

Hampton  Roads,  February  7,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  bark  Fernand, ina,  Acting 
A  olunteer  Lieutenant  Browne,  arrived  last  evening,  and  I  herewith 
enclose  his  report. 

She  will  be  provisioned  again  immediately  and  sent  back  to  her 
station. 

A  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

TJ.  S.  Bark  Fernandina, 
Hampton  Roads ,  February  7, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  3d  of  February,  instant,  in  latitude 
35°  28'  N.,  longitude  75°  22'  W.,  by  account,  boarded  the  schooner  Fanny 
Lee,  hailing  from  Nassau,  New  Providence,  on  stern,  flying  English 
colors,  and  bound  for  Kingston,  Jamaica. 

The  boarding  officer,  John  R.  Dickinson,  from  the  irregularity  of  her 
papers  and  from  observations  in  respect  to  the  illegality  of  her  voyage 
by  the  crew,  considered  it  his  duty  to  make  prize  of  her  ;  he  thereby 
formally  took  possession  and  hauled  down  her  flag. 

I  ordered  the  captain  of  the  schooner  on  board  the  Fernandina  with 
his  papers,  from  which  it  appeared  she  had  of  late  been  a  prize  to  the 
U.  S.  frigate  St.  Lawrence ,  and  the  case  was  now  in  adjudication  in  the 
U.  S.  court  at  Philadelphia,  but  had  been  released  by  the  court  on  pay¬ 
ment,  of  her  appraised  value,  $1,200.  A  receipt,  with  the  seal  of  the 
court  attached,  and  signed  by  the  clerk,  was  the  only  evidence  of  her 
release.  She  had  a  clearance  from  the  custom-house  (with  a  seal),  signed 
in  due  form,  but  the  paper  itself  bore  a  suspicious  appearance,  having 
no  specification  of  cargo,  but  word  “sundries”  being  inserted  only. 

A  British  consulate  certificate,  accompanied  by  a  statement  that  her 
papers  were  withheld  by  the  IT.  S.  court,  and  a  description  of  vessel  in 
place  of  register,  wherein  was  stated  that  the  vessel  was  built  and 
belonged  in  Beaufort,  N.  0.,  and  there  was  no  evidence  amongst  her 
papers  of  transfer,  excepting  the  consular  statement,  which  attributed 
the  ownership  to  Mr.  Kelly  Clements,  an  English  subject. 
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She  liad  no  manifest  of  cargo  (excepting  the  bills  of  lading,  which 
called  for  beef,  pork,  flour,  lard,  butter,  cheese,  and  candles),  and  the 
captain  could  give  no  reason  for  not  being  provided  with  one. 

She  had  a  charter  party  for  a  cargo  to  Kingston,  Jamaica,  at  the  rate 
of  $1.10  per  barrel,  part  to  be  paid  at  Jamaica  and  the  balance  in  New 
York.  The  contract  looked  suspicious,  and  it  is  my  firm  belief  it  was 
a  fictitious  one,  gotten  up  to  cover  her  illegal  character  and  to  evade 
the  cruisers  of  the  United  States.  The  name  on  her  stern  was  spelled 
“Fanny,”  but  in  the  consular  description  of  vessel  it  was  spelled 
“Fannie.” 

The  circumstances  and  suspicious  appearance  of  her  papers,  I  felt, 
justified  me  in  taking  the  vessel,  but  the  apparent  regularity  of  her 
custom-house  clearance  made  it  imperative  on  me  to  let  her  proceed. 

Captain  I.  J.  Fritszinger  stated  to  me  that  he  belonged  to  Cape  May, 
but  the  crew  stated  that  both  he  and  the  mate  belonged  to  Beaufort, 
N.  C.,  and  he  himself  stated  the  former  cargo  belonged  to  self  and  wife. 

Having  hoisted  her  colors  and  placed  the  vessel  again  in  the  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  captain,  we  parted  company. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  W.  Browne, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

John  Marston,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Dickinson ,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  executive  officer  TJ.  S. 
bark  Fernandina ,  stating  his  reasons  for  the  seizure  of  the  schooner 
Fanny  Lee. 

U.  S.  Bark  Fernandina,  At  Sea. 

I,  the  executive  officer,  seized  the  schooner  Fanny  Lee ,  from  Phila¬ 
delphia,  bound  to  Kingston,  Jamaica,  with  a  general  cargo  of  stores 
on  board,  for  several  reasons.  In  the  first  place,  the  vessel  had  once 
been  seized  by  the  U.  S.  frigate  St.  Lawrence ,  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
with  a  cargo  of  rice  and  tobacco  on  board.  The  vessel  had  been  bonded 
in  the  United  States  court,  but  the  papers  had  only  the  clerk’s  signa¬ 
ture  and  not  the  judge  of  the  court. 

In  the  next  place,  she  had  no  register,  manifest,  or  transfer  bill  of 
sale.  The  same  captain  has  commanded  her  for  some  time,  and  on  the 
above  irregularity  of  her  papers  I  seized  her  as  a  prize  until  she  was 
cleared  by  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Commanding  George  W. 
Browne. 

John  B.  Dickinson, 

Acting  Master ,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Captain  Marston ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads , 
transmitting  list  of  vessels  and  their  stations  of  the  North  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron. 

U.  S.  S.  Roanoke, 
Hampton  Roads ,  February  7.  1S62. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  wishes  I  herein  enclose  a  complete  list 
of  all  the  vessels  belonging  to  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squad¬ 
ron  as  far  as  has  come  to  my  knowledge,  and  also  the  stations  they 
occupy  at  this  date. 
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I  feel  with  yourself  the  importance  that  there  should  be  no  unneces¬ 
sary  delay  at  Hampton  Roads,  and  when  vessels  come  in  for  supplies 
every  exertion  will  be  made  to  return  them  to  their  station  at  the  earli¬ 
est  possible  day. 

You  will  see  that  the  Perry  and  Barney  are  both  at  Hatteras  Inlet. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  IK  C. 


[Enclosure.] 

List  of  vessels  ( and  their  stations)  of  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  February 

7,  1862. 


Vessel. 


Minnesota . 

Roanoke . 

Brandywine . 

Congress . 

Cumberland . 

Cambridge . 

Roman,  coal  ship . 

C.  Phelps,  coal  ship . 

Badger,  coal  ship . 

Ben  Morgan,  hospital . 

Young  America,  tug . 

Cohasset,  tug . 

Rescue,  tug . . 

Zouave,  tug . 

Dragon,  tug,  fitting  for . 

Whitehall,  fitting  for . 

Braziliera . 

Jamestown . 

State  of  Georgia . 

Mount  Vernon . . 

Albatross,  repairing  for . 

Monticello,  repairing  for . 

Chippewa,  receiving  stores, 
etc.,  for. 

Eernandina,  receiving  stores, 
etc.,  for. 

Amanda . 


Station. 

Vessel. 

Station. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Gemsbok,  receiving  slores, 

Beaufort.  N.  C. 

Bo. 

etc.,  for. 

Bo. 

Daylight . 

York  River. 

Newport  News. 

Young  Rover- . 

Rappahannock. 

Do. 

Mystic . 

Do. 

Off  Cape  Henry. 

Dawn,  gone  for  new  boiler  to. 

New  York. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Granite,  sloop . 

Chineoteaguo  In 

Do. 

let. 

Do. 

Louisiana . 

Hatteras  Inlet. 

Do. 

Stars  and  Stripes . 

Do. 

Do. 

Underwriter . 

Do. 

Do. 

Delaware . 

Do. 

Do. 

Valley  City . 

Do. 

Newport  News. 

Hetzel . 

Do. 

Do. 

Commodore  Perry . 

Do. 

Do. 

Commodore  Barney . 

Do. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Shawsheen . 

Do. 

Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Do 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Ceres . 

Do. 

Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Morse . 

Do. 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Whitehead . 

Do. 

Do. 

I.  N .  Seymour . 

Do. 

Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Philadelphia . 

Do. 

Henry  Brinker . 

Do- 

Do. 

Hunchback . 

Do. 

Southfield . 

Do. 

Do. 

General  Putnam . 

Do. 

February  8,  1862. — The  Chippewa  has  sailed  this  day  for  Hag’s  Head. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  fag-officers  of  blockading 
squadrons,  regarding  the  sailing  of  the  brig  Simonita  and  the  ship  Emily 
St.  Pierre,  probably  destined  for  blockaded  ports. 

Xavy  Department,  February  7,  1862. 
Sir:  Tne  IT.  S.  minister  at  Brussels  reports  to  the  Department  of 
State,  under  date  of  January  14,  that  the  hermaphrodite  brig  Simonita 
cleared  for  Havana  the  day  previous  from  Antwerp,  and  that  he  has 
good  reason  to  believe  she  will  attempt  to  run  the  blockade.  She  is 
loaded  with  arms,  saltpeter,  and  cloth,  and  has  a  double  crew. 

Information  has  been  received  that  the  ship  Emily  St.  Pierre,  here¬ 
tofore  mentioned  to  you,  cleared  from  Calcutta  on  the  2(Jth  Xovember 
last  for  Xew  Brunswick  with  2,173  bales  of  gunny  cloth.  Her  real  des¬ 
tination  is  thought  to  be  some  one  of  the  blockaded  ports.  This  vessel 
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it  is  said,  ran  the  blockade  last  year,  and  has  since  been  nominally 
transferred  to  British  ownership. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Wi.  W.  McKean, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  hey  West ,  Ela. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsboroitgii, 

Gomdg.  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 

Flag-Officer  I).  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Ship  Island. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Font, 

Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  G. 


Letter  from  the  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography  to  the 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  regarding  the  weight  of  projectiles 
for  the  U.  S.  S.  Monitor. 

Bureau  oe  Ordnance  and  Hydrography, 

Nary  Department,  Washington  City,  February  7,  1S62. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  the  weight  of  the  wrought- iron  shot,  which 
the  Bureau  understands  have  been  supplied  for  the  Xl-inch  guns  on 
board  the  ironclad  Ericsson  battery,  Commander  Dahlgren  informs  the 
Bureau  that  “in  no  case  ought  a  projectile  weighing  over  170  pounds 
be  fired  from  a  XI -inch  gun,”  and  positive  instructions  will  be  issued  to 
that  effect  to  the  officers  in  command  of  the  battery. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

Andrew  A.  Harwood, 

Chief  of  Bureau  Ordnance  and  Hydrography. 

Commodore  J.  Smith,  U.  S.  Xavy, 

Chief  of  Bureau  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department. 


Report  of  Captain  Mars  ton,  U.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads , 
regarding  the  U.  S.  S.  Chippewa. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Roanoke, 

Hampton  Roads ,  February  8,  1862. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  report  that  the  steamer  Chippewa  sailed  this  day 
for  Nag’s  Head,  instead  of  her  station  off  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  by  orders 
of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer.  , 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Battle  of  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.,  February  10,  1862. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadron,  transmitting  report  of  Commander  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy. 

IJ.  S.  S.  Philadelphia, 

Off  Roanoke  Island,  February  10,  1862. 
Sir  :  Just  as  I  closed  my  dispatch  to  you  of  yesterday  I  received  reli¬ 
able  information  that  the  rebel  steamers  which  escaped  from  here  had 
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f  e  to  Elizabeth  (  lty,  and  thereupon  I  immediately  ordered  Comman¬ 
der  Rowan  to  take  thirteen  of  our  steamers  under  his  command  and  go 
m  pursuit  ot  them  ;  and  also,  it  practicable,  to  execute  another  impor- 
tant  service,  viz,  the  destruction,  up  the  North  River,  of  a  link  of  the 
Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal. 

He  dashed  off  with  a  whole  heart  at  his  work,  and  the  way  he  has 
a  leady  accomplished  the  first  part  ot  it,  his  own  preliminary  report,  a 
copy  ot  which  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose,  will  inform  you 

1  have  decided  to  send  the  Stars  and  Stripes  off  to  Hampton  Roads 
to  morrow  morning-,  to  bring  me  ammunition  from  there  without  delay. 
Mr.  \  an  Brunt,  my  secretary,  will  go  in  her  and  proceed  to  Washing¬ 
ton,  to  deliver  to  you  my  dispatches  and  two  of  the  rebel  flags  we  have 
taken.  ” 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborotjgh, 

it  r,  Flag- Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I>.  C. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Delaware, 

Off  Elizabeth  City,  February  10,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  happiness  to  report  that  I  met  the  enemy  off'  this 
place  this  morning  at  9:00,  and,  after  a  very  sharp  engagement,  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  destroying  or  capturing  his  entire  naval  force  and  silencing 
and  destroying  his  battery  on  Cobb’s  Point. 

The  only  vessel  saved  from  destruction  is  the  steamer  Ellis,  Captain 
J.  W.  Cooke,  who  is  wounded  and  a  prisoner  on  board  this  ship.  I 
have  other  prisoners. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  our  casualties  are  few  considering  the 
warmth  of  the  enemy’s  fire,  say  two  or  three  killed  and  some  wounded. 

I  sent  the  Ellis  to  you,  under  command  ot  Acting  Master  Chase,  of 
this  ship,  whom  I  hope  you  will  confirm  in  the  command. 

The  conduct  of  the  gallant  men  I  have  the  honor  to  command  is 
worthy  of  all  praise. 

A  detailed  account  will  be  furnished  when  I  have  time. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  none  of  the  vessels  are  severely  injured. 

I  shall  leave  here  a  small  force  and  visit  the  canals  and  take  a  look 
into  the  other  places  before  I  return. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  Rowan, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborougii, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  of  commendation  from  Flag-Officer  Goldsborcugh,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North  Atlan¬ 
tic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  Commander  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Second  division  in 
Pamlico  Sound. 


U.  S.  Flag-Stearer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Roanoke  Island,  February  11,  1862. 
Sir:  I  am  rejoiced  at  your  success,  and  need  not  say  to  you  that  I 
received  your  report  by  the  Ceres  with  infinite  delight. 

I  do  not  exactly  understand  your  reasons  for  wishing  to  leave  a  small 
force,  or  indeed  a  force  of  any  sort,  at  Elizabeth  City,  but  take  it  for 
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granted  that  they  must  be  good,  and  therefore  urge  nothing  against  the 
measure. 

I  want  you,  if  practicable,  to  proceed  and  destroy  the  link  of  the 
Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal  up  North  River,  which  I  pointed  out 

to  you.  .  ...  .. 

l)o  not,  if  you  can  avoid  it,  exhaust  either  all  your  ammunition  01  all 

your  fuel.  _ 

1  shall  expect  you  to  return  here  in  the  course  of  all  this  week. 

I  pray  you  to  thank  your  noble  officers  and  men  for  me,  and  to  assure 
them  that  all  their  deeds  shall  be  duly  noticed  and  full  justice  done  to 
every  one  of  them.  I  also  pray  you  to  receive  for  yourself  my  sincerest 
and  most  cordial  greetings. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  G-oldsborotjgh, 

Flag-Officer. 

Commander  S.  C.  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Second  Division  U.  S.  Expedition,  Pamlico  Sound, 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadron,  transmitting  detailed  reports  of  commanding  officers. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia ,  March  25,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  the  detailed  report  of  Com¬ 
mander  Rowan,  just  received,  with  regard  to  the  action  of  the  gunboats 
under  his  command  at  Elizabeth  City,  and  also  copies  ot  the  reports  ot 
the  commanding  officers  of  those  vessels  on  the  occasion,  together  with 
a  list  of  the  casualties  which  occurred. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Detailed  report  of  Commander  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  second  division  in  the  sounds 

of  North  Carolina. 


IT.  S.  S.  Delaware, 

Off  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C .,  February  11,  1862. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  detailed  report  of  my  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  Albemarle  Sound: 

At  about  3  p.  m.  on  the  9th  instant  I  entered  Albemarle  Sound  with 
the  flotilla  under  my  command,  consisting  of  the  Louisiana,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Murray;  Hetzel ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Davenport; 
Underwriter ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Jeffers;  Delaware,  my  flagship, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Quackenbush;  Commodore  Perry ,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Flusser;  Valley  City,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Chaplin; 
Morse ,  Acting  Master  Hays;  Seymour,  Acting  Master  Wells;  White- 
head,  Acting  Master  French;  Lockwood,  Acting  Master  Graves;  Ceres , 
Acting  Master  MacDiarmid;  Shawsheen,  Acting  Master  Woodward; 
Brinlcer ,  Acting  Master  Giddings,  and  Putnam,  Acting  Master  Hotch¬ 
kiss. 
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As  tlie  flotilla  passed  into  the  sound  the  smoke  of  two  rebel  steamers 
was  reported  close  in  toward  the  opposite  shore,  these  steamers  appar¬ 
ently  heading  tor  Pasquotank  River.  I  made  signal  to  chase,  and 
steered  to  cut  oft-  the  enemy,  but  he  succeeded  in  entering  the  river 
and,  as  night  was  closing  on  us,  I  ordered  the  chase  to  discontinue, 
i  he  flotilla  steamed  slowly  over  the  bar  and  up  the  Pasquotank  Kiver 
to  within  10  miles  of  Fort  Cobb,  on  Cobb’s  Point,  where,  at  8:  0G  p.  in. 
we  anchored  for  the  night. 

I  then  called  on  board  the  commissioned  officers  in  command  and 
informed  them  that  the  vessels  of  the  enemy  were  either  drawn  up 
behind  his  batteiy  on  Cobb’s  Point  or  had  made  their  escape  through 
the»canal  to  Norfolk.  I  reminded  them  of  our  embarrassment  with 
legal d  to  ammunition,  having  but  twenty  rounds  for  each  gun,  and 
proposed  to  organize  the  force  in  such  a  manner  as  to  answer  the  double 
purpose  of  a  close  reconnoissance  in  force,  to  be  converted  into  an 
attack  if  I  deemed  it  prudent.  It  was  positively  enjoined  upon  them 
not  to  fire  a  single  shot  until  the  order  was  given,  and,  in  order  further 
to  economize  ammunition,  I  directed  that  each  vessel  as  she  approached 
the  enemy  should  run  him  down  aud  engage  him  hand  to  hand. 

A  itli  this  understanding,  these  noble  spirits  returned  to  their  respec¬ 
tive  ships  to  await  the  events  of  the  morrow. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  the  flotilla  weighed  anchor 
and  formed  in  the  order  prescribed.  The  Underwriter ,  Perry ,  Morse, 
and  Delaware  in  advance  to  reconnoiter,  with  the  little  Geres  on  their 
right  flank,  followed  by  the  remainder  of  the  force,  led  in  order  by  the 
Louisiana  and  lletzel,  the  Valley  City  and  Whitehead  being  under 
orders  to  leave  the  lines  as  soon  as  the  battery  had  been  passed  by  the 
flotilla  and  attack  it  in  reverse. 

In  this  manner  we  proceeded  at  moderate  speed  up  the  river. 

At  8:30  a.  m.  the  enemy’s  steamers  were  discovered,  drawn  up,  as  I 
anticipated,  behind  the  battery,  which  mounted  four  heavy  32-pounders, 
under  command  of  Commodore  Lynch  in  person,  and  was  supported 
by  the  schooner  Blade  Warrior ,  moored  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river  and  armed  with  two  heavy  32-pounders.  The  enemy’s  line 
appeared  to  be  drawn  up  diagonally  across  and  up  the  river  in  front 
of  the  town,  his  right  resting  on  the  battery.  When  within  long  range 
the  enemy  opened  tire  from  the  battery  and  the  Black  Warrior ,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  steamers  with  their  80-pounder  and  12-pounder  rifles. 
Our  force,  however,  moved  on  silently  and  steadily,  shot  and  shell 
passing  over  the  vessels  in  advance  and  falling  thick  and  fast  among 
vessels  in  the  main  columns. 

When  within  three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  the  battery  I  made  signal, 
u  Dash  at  the  enemy.”  Our  tire  was  then  opened  with  telling  effect, 
and  our  vessels  put  to  their  utmost  speed. 

The  enemy  seemed  to  become  demoralized  at  this  unexpected  and 
determined  movement.  The  Black  Warrior  was  set  on  fire  and 
destroyed  by  her  officers  and  crew.  The  fort  was  abandoned  as  the 
head  of  our  column  passed  it.  A  dash  was  then  made  at  the  enemy 
drawn  up  inside.  The  Perry ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Flusser,  took  the 
flagship  Sea  Bird  in  gallant  style,  running  her  down  and  sinking  her, 
making  prisoners  of  her  officers  and  crew.  The  Underwriter  made  to 
cut  oft"  the  retreat  of  the  Beaufort.  The  Geres  ran  ahead  and  took  pos¬ 
session  of  the  Ellis;  some  of  the  crew  of  the  Ellis,  in  making  their 
escape  on  shore,  were  killed  and  wounded  by  our  musketry.  Among 
the  wounded  was  Midshipman  Jackson,  who  was  taken  on  board  the 
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Eetzel ,  where  lie  received  every  possible  care  and  attention.  He  sur¬ 
vived  but  a  few  hours,  and  was  buried  in  the  fort  with  all  the  honors 
due  his  rank.  The  Delaware  boarded  and  hauled  clown  the  rebel  flag 
of  the  Fanny ,  that  had  been  deserted  and  set  on  fire. 

Passing'  up  the  river  to  the  city  with  three  or  four  of  the  vessels,  we 
ran  them  alongside  the  wharves.  A  battery  ot  field  artillery  was  seen 
making  a  hasty  retreat  down  the  street  A  party  ot  our  people  pass¬ 
ing  through  the  streets  came  suddenly  on  a  mounted  artillery  officer  ot 
the  Wise  Legion,  who,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  General  Ilenning- 
sen,  was  compelling  the  defenseless  people  to  set  fire  to  the  houses. 
Several  houses  were  set  on  tire  before  he  was  arrested  and  brought  to 
me.  I  immediately  ordered  all  our  people  on  board  their  respective 
ships,  and  that  no  visiting  between  shore  and  ships  should  be  permitted. 
Some  of  the  defenseless  inhabitants,  men  and  women,  came  to  the 
wharf  to  implore  me  to  save  their  houses  and  property  from  destruction ; 
but  I  refused  to  allow  a  man  to  move,  knowing  that  if  I  acceded,  to 
their  requests  we  would  be  charged  with  vandalism  as  incendiaries. 
No  other  houses  were  destroyed  besides  those  set  on  fire  under  the 
direction  of  Lieutenant  Scruggs,  of  the  Wise  Legion. 

The  commissary  storehouse  was  broken  open  by  my  orders,  and  a 
supply  of  fresh  beef,  bread,  and  flour  taken  from  it.  The  Confederate 
steamer  Forrest ,  rvhich  had  been  disabled  in  the  action  ot  the  7th 
instant,  together  with  a  gunboat  on  the  stocks  and  another  vessel  of 
lighter  frame,  were  burned  at  the  shipyard.  I  seut  competent  engi¬ 
neers  to  destroy  the  machinery,  boilers,  and  railway.  This  done,  I 
drew  all  my  vessels  to  Cobb’s  Point,  where  efforts  had  been  made  by 
other  vessels  of  the  flotilla  to  save  the  Fanny  and  Black  Warrior ,  but, 
in  both  cases,  the  fire  had  too  much  headway  to  be  subdued.  The  lat¬ 
ter  vessel  had  on  board  at  the  time  a  large  amount  of  provisions,  cloth¬ 
ing,  and  other  stores  for  the  use  of  the  enemy’s  squadron.  The  three 
following  days  were  devoted  to  the  destruction  of  the  machinery  of  the 
Fanny  and  Sea  Bird ,  and  the  recovery  of  their  armament  and  such 
ordnance  stores  as  could  be  fished  up.  Meanwhile  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  Flusser  was  intrusted  with  the  duty  of  completing  the 
destruction  of  the  fort  at  Cobb’s  Point,  which  duty  he  effectually  per¬ 
formed,  bringing  off  a  quantity  of  powder,  powder  tanks,  projectiles, 
etc.,  all  of  which  came  from  the  navy  yard  at  Norfolk. 

In  the  evening  of  the  11th  instant  I  dispatched  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  Murray  with  a  small  force,  consisting  of  the  Louisiana, 
Underwriter ,  Commodore  Perry ,  and  Loelncood,  to  Edenton,  to  make  a 
reconnoissance,  with  orders  if  he  found  no  fort  there  to  communicate 
with  the  authorities  and  destroy  all  the  public  property,  but  scrupu¬ 
lously  to  respect  that  belonging  to  private  individuals.  This  duty 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Murray  performed  with  his  usual  ability, 
taking  possession  of  the  town,  quieting  the  apprehensions  of  the 
inhabitants,  putting  to  flight  a  body  of  artillery,  destroying  eight 
cannon  and  a  vessel  on  the  stocks,  and  capturing  two  schooners. 

Immediately  on  the  return  of  the  force  from  Edenton  I  dispatched 
the  Louisiana ,  Underwriter ,  Lockwood ,  Whitehead,  and  Shawsheen,  with 
prize  schooners  in  tow,  to  obstruct  the  Chesapeake  and  Albemarle 
Canal,  this  expedition  being  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  Murray.  The  Louisiana ■  and  Underwriter  came  to  an  anchor 
outside  the  bar  off  the  North  Eiver,  while  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Jeffers  ascended  to  the  mouth  of  the  canal  with  the  Lockwood,  White- 
head ,  and  Shawsheen.  We  arrived  just  in  time  to  hurry  the  retreat 
of  General  Wise,  who  was  falling  back  from  Nag’s  Head.  The  duty  of 
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obstructing'  the  canal  was  performed  with  the  characteristic  zeal  and 
discretion  of  this  officer.  I  refer  you  to  his  report,  together  with  that 
ot  Lieutenant  Commanding  Murray. 

In  congratulating  you  upon  the  result  of  these  expeditions,  which 
appears  to  me  to  have  effectually  demonstrated  to  these  people  the 
strength  and  determination  of  our  Government,  I  am  happy  in  having 
no  complaint  to  make.  With  zeal,  gallantry,  and  efficiency  each  column 
was  led  and  each  ship  handled.  The  programme  determined  upon  the 
evening  before  was  carried  out  to  the  very  letter. 

I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  one  incident  of  the 
engagement  which  reffects  much  credit  upon  a  quarter  gunner  of 
the  1  alley  City,  and  for  which  Congress  has  provided  rewards  in  the 
shape  of  medals.  A  shot  had  passed  through  her  magazine  and 
exploded  in  a  locker  beyond  containing  fireworks.  The  commander, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Chaplin,  went  there  to  aid  in  suppressing  the 
fire,  where  he  found  John  Davis,  quarter  gunner,  seated  with  com¬ 
mendable  coolness  on  an  open  barrel  of  powder  as  the  only  means  to 
keep  the  fire  out. 

I  forward  herewith  the  reports  of  the  commanding  officers. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  ROWAN, 

Commanding  Naval  Division ,  U.  S.  Expedition  in  Pamlico  Sound. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Murray,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  second  column. 

U.  S.  S.  Louisiana, 

Elizabeth  City ,  N.  G.,  February  11  [ 10 ],  1S62. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  report  that  in  accordance  with  the  plan  of  attack 
decided  upon  by  you  last  night  I  directed  the  column  under  my  com¬ 
mand,  reduced  by  injuries  at  Roanoke  Island,  to  the  Lockwood  and 
Seymour  and  this  vessel,  to  take  the  positions  assigned. 

I  am  happy  to  report  that  the  column  and  officers  under  my  command 
in  an  engagement  against  fortified  works,  aided  by  the  whole  naval 
forces  of  the  enemy,  did  their  duty. 

I  congratulate  you  on  its  perfect  success,  as  well  as  the  moderation 
and  humanity  exhibited  in  the  hour  of  victory. 

Y ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Murray, 

Commanding  Second  Column. 

Commander  S.  G.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Flotilla ,  etc.,  Pamlico  Sound ,  North  Carolina. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Davenport,  U,  S,  Navy,  commanding  third  column. 

IT.  S.  S.  Hetzel, 

Off  Elizabeth  City ,  N.  C.,  February  11,  1862. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 

At  2  p.  m.  of  Sunday,  the  9th  instant,  in  obedience  to  orders,  got 
underway,  after  receiving  ammunition  from  the  Hunchback  for  our 
9-inch  gun,  and  stood  up  Croatan  Sound  in  company  with  the  rest  of  the 
light  squadron,  passing  without  difficulty  the  obstructions  in  the  channel. 

In  compliance  with  general  signal  to  u  chase,”  crowded  on  steam  and 
pursued  some  rebel  vessels  into  Pasquotank  River,  where  we  anchored 
about  10  miles  from  the  fort  after  dark. 
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Monday,  the  10th,  at  6:50  a.  in.,  in  obedience  to  general  signal,  got 

underway  and  stood  up  the  river.  l  t,  „  f  four 

At  a  little  after  8  a,  m.  saw  the  enemy’s  flotilla  and  a  batter}  ot  lou 

SUThea  position  assigned  to  the  Hetzel  in  the  column  was  such  that  it 
was  not  practicable  in  this  narrow  stream  to  fire  at  the  enemy  s  steamers 
without  endangering  the  lives  of  our  companions,  but  we  managed  to 
get  two  shots  at  the  battery  and  one  at  an  armed  schooner,  the  missiles 
of  our  opponents  falling  thick  and  last  around  us.  ^ 

At  9: 10  general  signal  to  “  make  a  dash  at  the  enemy. 

At  9 : 12  rebel  schooner  struck  her  flag  and  was  abandoned  by  hei 

crew,  who  set  lire  to  her  before  leaving.  .  _ 

At  9:25  general  signal  to  “cease  firing,’  the  battery  being  n 
deserted  and  the  steamers  opposing  us  being  taken,  sunk,  or  put  to 

&  At  9: 45  received  on  board  for  surgical  assistance  William  C.  Jackson, 
aged  18,  acting  midshipman  of  Confederate  steamer  Ellis,  mortally 
wounded  while  making  his  escape  to  the  shore,  who  died  at  1  p.  m. 
and  was  buried  on  shore  with  all  possible  solemnities  this  morning. 

At  9 : 50  came  to  off  Elizabeth  City  with  the  rest  oi  the  squadron. 

At  11 : 10,  in  pursuance  of  orders,  got  underway,  stood  down  the  liver, 

and  anchored  off  the  battery.  ,  , 

At  1 1 : 30  sent  Lieutenant  Franklin  on  shore  with  armed  boat  s  crew 

to  assist  in  destruction  of  the  battery.  ^  n  ,  ... 

I  also  enclose  herewith  the  report*  of  Acting  Master  Hotchkiss, 
commanding  steamer  General  Putnam,  from  which  you  will  perceive 
that  he  was  prevented  taking  active  part  in  the  engagement  by  causes 

beyond  his  control.  J  . 

In  conclusion,  I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  coolness 
and  gallant  conduct  of  all  under  my  command,  who  vied  with  one 
another  in  the  faithful  performance  of  their  duty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Davenport, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Commander  S.  O.  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Flotilla,  Pasquotank  River,  North  Carolina. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Franklin,  XJ.  S.  Navy,  executive  officer  U.  S.  S.  Hetzel,  giving  an  account 

of  ammunition  expended. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Hetzel, 

Off  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.,  February  13, 1862. 
Expenditures  of  ordnance  stores  on  7tli  and  10th  instant: 


For  Dalilgren  80  pounder,  rifled: 

42  charges,  5  and  6  pounds. 

22  solid  shot. 

9  Cochran  shell,  time  fuzes. 

2  Cochran  shell,  percussion  fuzes. t 

3  Hotchkiss  shell,  percussion  fuzes. 
6  Hotchkiss  shell,  time  fuzes. 

70  friction  tubes. 

1  80-pounder  rifled  gun  and  carriage. 


1  shell,  5-second,  and  1  charge,  8  pounds, 
for  32-pounder. 

For  9-iuch  shell  gun : 

52  charges,  10  pounds  each. 

20  shell,  15  second  fuzes. 

28  shell,  10-second  fuzes. 

4  shell,  5- second  fuzes. 

1  shrapnel. 

86  cannon  primers. 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  L.  Franklin, 

Lieutenant ,  Executive  Officer  Hetzel. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  H.  K.  Davenport. 


*  See  p  620. 

t  Burst  just  clear  of  gun,  and  stopped  using,  bring  solid  shot  only  afterwards. 
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Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Hetzel. 

PofntWtlv  9a-  m;  got  underway  and  came  to  off  Sand 

Uoint  batter y.  From  meridian  to  8  p.m.  went  alongside  U.  S.  S.  Eunch- 

bacL  and  took  on  board  some  ammunition.  In  company  with  the  rest 
ot  the  light  squadron  passed  the  obstructions  and  crossed  into  Albe¬ 
marle  Sound.  Ordered  to  chase  a  rebel  gunboat,  she  having  taken 

at  dark”1  PaS9Uotauk  -Rlver-  Tiie  squadron  anchored  across  its  mouth 

February  10.  Pasquotank  River,  North  Carolina.  At  6 : 40,  with  rest 
ot  the  squadron,  got  underway  and  stood  up  the  river.  At  8 : 45  be°-an 
an  engagement  with  Confederate  gunboats  and  battery  about  a  mile 
below  Elizabeth  City.  General  signal  made,  “Make  a  dash  at  the 
enemy,  and  in  twenty  minutes  they  began  to  desert  the  battery  and 
vessels.  Four  vessels  burned  and  two  escaped  up  the  canal.  Destroyed 
the  guns  in  battery  ashore.  At  10  a.  m.  a  boat  came  alongside  bringing 
Acting  Midshipman  William  C.  Jackson,  C.  S.  Navy,  mortally  wounded 
by  a  pistol  shot.  From  12  to  4  p.  m.  the  rebels  in  Elizabeth  City 
engaged  m  burning  their  property.  From  4  to  8  anchored  for  the 
night  between  the  town  and  the  battery.  At  10  received  on  board 
Master  Commanding  Patrick  McCarrick,  C.  S.  Navy,  who  gave  his 
parole.  At  10:15  Midshipman  Jackson  died. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Jeffers,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Underwriter. 

U.  S.  S.  Underwriter, 

Off  Elizabeth  City ,  February  10 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

This  morning  I  steamed  up  the  river  toward  Elizabeth  City,  in  the 
position  assigned  me.  On  arriving  within  less  than  a  mile  of  the  rebel 
battery  and  ships,  when  the  general  signal  was  made,  “Make  a  dash  at  the 
enemy,” I  opened  fire  and  went  ahead  full  speed.  On  nearing  the  ships  I 
directed  the  pilot  to  put  this  vessel  alongside  the  Sea  Bird;  but,  on 
closing  within  a  couple  of  hundred  yards,  I  observed  two  steamers  turn¬ 
ing  to  escape,  therefore  passed  on  in  pursuit.  One  of  them  was  cut 
oft,  and,  endeavoring  to  pass  across  my  stern,  was  met  by  another 
vessel  and  captured.  The  other  ranged  ahead,  keeping  up  a  lively  fire 
of  musketry,  which  was  returned  with  the  12-pounder  rifle,  but  did  not 
succeed  in  disabling  her  machinery,  and  she  soon  disappeared  around  a 
turn  in  the  river. 

Arriving  in  front  of  the  town,  a  battery  of  horse  artillery  standing 
at  the  head  of  Main  street  moved  off.  I  went  alongside  the  wharf  and 
remained  until  directed  to  drop  down  off  the  battery. 

The  occasion  offered  no  opportunity  for  the  display  of  individual 
gallantry  on  the  part  of  officers  and  crew;  all  merit  my  approbation. 
I,  however,  mention  particularly  Mr.  Walter  B.  Griffith,  master’s  mate* 
and  Mr.  John  Cahill,  second  assistant  engineer  (acting  chief).  The 
former,  as  in  the  actions  of  the  7th  and  8th,  worked  the  rifled  gun  with 
coolness  and  precision.  The  latter  was  of  great  service  in  his  own 
department  and  also  assisted  at  the  after  gun. 

Ammunition  expended:  For  80-pounder  rifle,  9  shells;  for  12-pounder 
rifle,  18  shells  and  1  stand  of  grape;  for  8-inch  gun,  4  shells;  for 
12-pounder  howitzer,  1  shrapnel,  2  canister. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  N.  Jeffers, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Flotilla,  Albemarle  Sound. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Quackenbusb,  U,  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Delaware. 


U.  S.  S.  Delaware, 

Off  Elizabeth  City,  February  11,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  liouor  to  submit  the  following  report » 

On  the  9tli  instant,  at  2:30  p.  m.,  the  U.  S.  naval  flotilla,  consisting 
of  fourteen  armed  steamers  under  your  command,  weighed  anchor  lor 

Elizabeth  City.  . .  ,  ,  , . 

Late  in  the  afternoon  two  rebel  steamers  were  discovered  standing 
for  Elizabeth  City.  The  U.  S.  S.  Lockwood,  with  this  vessel,  imme¬ 
diately  gave  chase,  but  darkness  prevented  our  overtaking  them. 

At  8  p.  m.  the  flotilla  came  to  anchor,  distant  about  14  miles  from 

Elizabeth  City.  .  .  ,  . 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th,  at  6  a.  in.,  signal  was  made  from  this 
ship  for  the  flotilla  to  get  underway,  and  at  8  a.  in.,  when  standing  on 
our  course,  discovered  the  enemy’s  gunboats,  consisting  of  7  steamers 
and  1  armed  schooner  of  2  guns,  a  fine  battery  on  our  left  of  4  guns, 

and  1  gun  in  the  city  facing  us.  x  _  . 

When  within  range  signal  was  made,  in  accordance  to  the  orders  ot 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  flotilla,  to  u  Make  a  dash  at  the  enemy, 
which  signal  was  again  repeated  within  GOO  yards  of  the  enemy,  at  the 
same  time  doing  terrible  execution  with  our  guns,  filling  the  air  with 
shot  and  shell. 

At  9:25  a.  m.,  precisely  nineteen  minutes  from  the  time  the  first  gun 
was  fired,  the  schooner  struck  her  colors,  and  was  found  to  be  on  fire. 
About  the  same  time  the  rebel  flag  on  the  battery  at  Cobb’s  Point  was 
taken  down  and  waved  by  the  garrison,  whereupon  the  rebel  gunboats, 
with  two  exceptions,  ran  close  inshore  and  were  instantaneously  set  on 
fire  and  abandoned  by  their  crews,  some  of  whom  escaped  in  boats  and 
others,  jumping  overboard,  swam  and  waded  to  the  shore. 

I  now  gave  the  order  to  my  acting  aid,  Assistant  Paymaster  F.  R. 
Curtis,  to  have  the  cutter  manned  and  bring  off  a  rebel  flag  for  Com¬ 
mander  Rowan,  which  was  flying  on  board  the  rebel  steamer  Fanny. 
J.  H.  Raymond,  acting  master’s  mate,  together  with  a  part  of  his 
division,  jumped  into  the  boat  with  F.  R.  Curtis  and  boarded  the 
steamer  Fanny,  which  was  at  the  time  on  fire,  hauled  down  the  rebel 
flag,  and  then  proceeded  on  shore  to  the  battery,  being  the  first  to  land, 
where  the  stars  and  stripes  were  planted  by  Mr.  Raymond,  amidst 
tremendous  cheering  from  the  flotilla.  After  which,  in  obedience  to  a 
recall,  they  returned  on  board  this  vessel,  which  was  moored  to  the 
-wharf  at  Elizabeth  City,  at  9:45  a.  m.,  thus  ending  one  of  the  shortest 
and  most  brilliant  engagements  that  has  occurred  during  this  unfor¬ 
tunate  civil  war. 

Too  much  praise  can  not  be  awarded  to  the  officers  and  men  attached 
to  this  vessel  for  their  gallant  conduct  during  the  action  of  the  10th 


instant. 

Great  credit  is  due  to  our  pilot,  Nassa  S.  Williams,  for  invaluable 
services  rendered  during  the  engagement. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  Quackenbush, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding 

Stephen  0.  Rowan, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  Flotilla,  in  Pamlico  Sound. 
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[Enclosure.] 


Ordnance  expended  at  Cobb’s  Point  and  Elizabeth  City . 


Shell. 

Powder. 

9-incli  gun . 

77"  7! 

1  cylinder,  10  pounds. 

2  cylinders,  2  pounds  each. 

12-pounder  rifle  howitzer  . . 

2.... 

Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Delaware. 

Febuary  9 , 1862.  At  9 : 30  a.  m.  ran  to  the  Stars  and  Stripes:  received 
dhJ  ant  ammunition  and  one  howitzer,  with  carriage  and  bed- 
ng,  all  articles  complete.  At  12  m.  proceeded  slowly  up  the  sound 

mn  3  Pa  if*  T  111  Slgb^;  £ave  cliase  iu  company  with  the  squad- 

below  Efeabeft  City^  P'  “““  came  t0  aMhor  12  miles 

February  10.— At  6:45  a.  m.  got  underway  and  proceeded  up  the 
foTpl'p  Eaemy  2  nnles  from  Elizabeth  City.  Engaged  them  and  the 

Iwof  J  0n  f0™-’  7ut  tbem  t0  m£ht>  at  8  a-  m*  took  possession  of 
the  fort  and  ran  to  Elizabeth  City,  making  fast  to  the  wharf.  Took  pris¬ 
oners— Captain  John  Cook  [James  W.  Cooke?]  and  five  others,  names 

!Iw*pPWI1'i  Le?  wbarf  afc  11 : 30 5  made  prize  of  rebel  steamer  Ellis  and 
placed  on  board,  as  acting  commander,  Acting  Master  L.  B.  Chase. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Flusser,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Commodore  Perry. 

IT.  S.  S.  Commodore  Perry, 

Roanoke  Island,  February  28,  1862. 

Sir:  In  the  action  of  the  10th  instant,  at  Cobb’s  Point  battery,  the 
battery,  schooner,  and  steamers  opened  fire  on  us  about  8  a.  m.  About 
fw>We  Ac°mmeuced  to  return  it,  firing  at  the  battery  and  Sea  Bird 
alone.  After  passing  the  battery  we  fired  only  at  the  Sea  Bird.  We 
ran  her  down  and  took  her  officers  and  crew  prisoners.  In  the  collision 
the  ring  stopper  of  the  anchor  was  snapped  and  the  anchor  went  to  the 
bottom,  which  accident,  together  with  the  delay  occasioned  by  receiv¬ 
ing  on  board  the  prisoners,  prevented  us  from  making  another  capture. 
While  engaged  receiving  the  prisoners  ten  of  the  enemy’s  small 
steamers  ran  around,  very  close  to,  firing  at  us  with  musketry,  by 
which  2  of  my  men  were  killed  and  an  officer  wounded. 

This  vessel  was  not  struck  by  shot  or  shell. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Flusser, 

n  i  o,  ^  -r.  Lieutenant ,  Commandinq. 

Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Flotilla,  Albemarle  Sound, 


P.  S. 


-We  fired  15  shells,  the  greater  number  at  the  battery. 


List  of  killed  and  wounded  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Commodore  Perry,  in  the  action  off  Cobb’s 

Point  battery,  February  10,  1862. 

inM—Frederick  Wierland,  seaman;  Thomas  O’Mara,  Company  A, 
Fourth  Rhode  Island  Volunteers,  born  at  Fall  River,  Mass. 

Wounded. — Henry  C.  Webster,  acting  master’s  mate,  in  the  lee- 
severely  but  not  dangerously. 
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Recapitulation. 

Killed . 

Wounded . 


Very  respectfully,  etc.. 


C.  W.  Flusser, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 


Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Flotilla,  Albemarle  bound. 


Abstract  log  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Commodore  Perry. 

February  9, 1862.— At  9:30  a.  m.  got  underway  and  stood  toward  the 
sunken  ships,  with  the  gunboat  Morse  in  consort.  Lieutenant  Flusser 
'  went  on  shore  to  the  rebel  battery  on  mainland  and  hauled  down  the 
rebel  flag  and  hoisted  the  American  flag  in  its  place.  Mr.  [Henry] 
Smith,  master’s  mate,  took  charge  of  the  schooner  James  P.  11  hitbee , 
off  Plymouth,  N.  O.,  and  brought  her  alongside. 

February  10. — Off  Cobb’s  Point,  Pasquotank  River:  At  8:15  a.  m. 
engaged  the  rebel  fleet  and  battery.  At  9 : 40  boarded  the  steamer  Sea 
Bird  and  took  42  prisoners,  officers  included.  Two  of  our  men  were 
killed  and  1,  Mr.  Webster,  master’s  mate,  flesh  wound  in  leg.  The 
gunboat  Fanny,  rebel,  ran  close  alongside  of  us  and  fired  a  volley  of 
musketry,  she  having  received  from  us  a  shell  in  return,  that  put  her 
in  a  sinking  condition.  At  10  the  whole  fleet  and  rebel  battery  were 
destroyed,  Lieutenant  Flusser  going  on  shore,  spiking  and  dismounting 
all  the  guns.  At  11:50  the  stars  and  stripes  floated  from  fort  and  bat¬ 
teries.  At  2:25  p.  m.  sent  Master’s  Mate  Lynch  and  two  engineers 
with  orders  to  destroy  her  machinery  [Sea  Bird],  At  1:30  set  her  on 
fire.  Took  from  the  Sea  Bird  one  rifled  gun. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Chaplin,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Valley  City,  transmitting  sur¬ 
geon’s  report  of  casualties. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Valley  City, 

Off  Elizabeth  City ,  N.  C.,  February  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  beg  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  this  vessel  in  the  action  off  this  city  on  this  day : 

After  steaming  up  the  river  until  8  o’clock  yesterday  evening,  I  came 
to  anchor  with  the  other  vessels  of  the  flotilla  about  17  miles  below 
Elizabeth  City. 

February  10,  at  6:30  a.  m.,  got  underway  in  obedience  to  signal 
and  stood  up  the  river,  in  company  with  the  rest  of  the  flotilla.  When 
nearing  the  approaches  of  the  city  received  the  fire  of  a  rebel  battery 
on  shore.  1  immediately  manned  my  port  battery  and  kept  up  a  brisk 
return  of  the  fire.  A  steamer  and  schooner  bearing  the  rebel  flag 
opened  fire  on  us  on  our  starboard  bow ;  returned  their  fire  with  my 
starboard  battery ;  a  shell  from  the  enemy  passing  through  both  of  my 
boats,  rendered  them  entirely  unfit  for  service. 

Upon  signal,  “Make  a  dash  at  the  enemy,”  increased  the  speed  and 
fired  several  brisk  broadsides  at  the  enemy’s  battery.  A  shell  from 
shore  penetrated  the  side  and  passed  through  the  magazine,  exploding 
outside  the  screen  on  the  berth  deck.  Several  of  the  powder  division 
were  severely  scorched}  the  protecting  bulkheads  of  the  magazine 
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hv  Pieces  »n,d  tbe  forward  part  of  the  berth  deck  set  on  lire 

tlfe  firA  ^h°B10°,'  t  T e?  the  vnm*)8  to  be  “anned  and  speedily  got 
the  lire  subdued.  In  torty  minutes  from  the  commencement  of  the 

action  came  to  anchor  within  the  precincts  of  Elizabeth  City 

tii  S?  eaTe  1U  again  bearing  testimony  to  the  gallant  conduct  of 
the  officers  and  crew  of  this  vessel;  and  particularly  I  desire  to  briim 

shiuedSo  11 ^‘e  5-1  mfoepidity  and  thorough  practical  seaman" 
ip  displayed  by  Master  s  Mate  J.  A.  J.  Brooks  in  maneuvering  this 
vessel  while  under  the  hottest  of  the  enemy’s  fire.  Also  to  the 
undaunted  presence  of  mind  of  the  gunner’s  mate,  John  Davis,  who, 
while  at  his  station  m  the  magazine,  when  the  shell  penetrated  the 
side  and  ignited  the  berth  deck,  as  above  reported,  did  cover  a  barrel 
Wlth  \ns  owu  person,  thereby  preventing  an  explosion, 
while  at  the  same  tune  passing  powder,  providing  for  the  gun  divisions 
on  the  upper  deck. 

I  beg  to  enclose  herewith  the  surgeon’s  report  of  the  casualties  dur¬ 
ing  the  day.  ) 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Chaplin, 

r,  ,  ^  ^  Lieutenant.  Commanding. 

Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Flotilla,  off  Elizabeth  City. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Talley  City, 

Pasquotanlc  River ,  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.,  February  10, 1862 . 

The  following  is  a  list  of  casualties  that  took  place  on  board  this 
vessel  during  the  action  of  to  day: 

Thomas  T.  Daniel,  pilot;  age  45  years;  born  on  Roanoke  Island ; 
resides  at  Cape  Hatteras;  wounded  by  a  fragment  of  shell;  fracture  of 
the  ankle  j  not  dangerous. 

James  A.  Young,  officers’  cook  (colored);  age  42  years;  born  in 
Maryland;  resides  in  Baltimore;  contusion  of  leg  by  splinter,  and 
burned  severely  in  face  and  neck;  not  dangerous. 

John  Lahey,  nurse;  age  23  years;  born  and  resides  in  RTew  York; 
burned  about  face  and  head.  ’ 

Thomas  Doyle,  ordinary  seaman;  age  24  years;  born  and  resides  in 
-New  Hampshire;  burned  about  face,  head,  and  neck  severely. 

Very  respectfully, 

Geo.  R.  Mann, 

T  .  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon , 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  C.  Chaplin. 


Abstract  log  of  the  II.  S.  S.  Valley  City. 

February  9,  1862. — At  3  p.  m.  got  up  anchor  and  steamed  up  river  in 
company  with  flotilla  under  Commander  S.  C.  Rowan.  From  4  to  6 
steaming  up  the  river  toward  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.;  came  to  anchor 
with  the  rest  of  the  flotilla  in  Pasquotank  River  at  8  p.  m. 

February  10 .. — At  7  a.  m.  got  underway  and  proceeded  up  the  river. 
At  i :  30  came  in  sight  ot  five  rebel  steamers,  a  schooner,  and  a  battery 
on  shore.  At  8  attacked  the  battery.  At  8:30  a  shell  penetrated  the 
port  bow  and  exploded  on  the  berth  deck,  after  passing  through  the 
magazine.  Several  of  the  powder  division  severely  scorched,  and 
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the  protecting  bulkhead  of  the  magazine  torn  to  pieces.  A  shell 
passed  through  both  boats,  smashing  them  to  pieces  and  wounding  our 
pilot  severely  in  the  left  ankle.  At  11  came  to  anchor  oft  Elizabeth 
City.  From  6  to  8  p.  m.  dropped  down  a  mile  below  the  town  and 
anchored  off  the  rebel  battery. 

February  13  —  Recovered  from  burned  steamer  Fanny ,  and  received 
on  board,  a  long  32-pounder  cannon,  strapped. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Hays,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Morse. 

U.  S.  S.  Morse, 

Off  Elizabeth  City ,  N.  C.,  February  15, 1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  11th  instant,  I  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  operations  of  this  vessel  during  the  engagement 
of  the  10th  instant: 

At  7  a.  m.,  in  obedience  to  signals,  we  got  underway,  opened  fire 
upon  the  enemy  with  shells  at  a  distance  of  about  three-fourths  of  a 
mile,  maintaining  a  steady  fire  until  the  termination  of  the  engagement, 
after  which  a  few  fragments  of  a  shrapnel  were  found  on  deck,  which, 
with  a  shot  through  the  ensign,  were  the  only  ones  received,  neither 
killing  nor  wounding  any  person  on  board. 

The  officers  and  men  behaved  throughout  with  the  utmost  bravery 
and  coolness. 

In  all,  13  shell  and  1  shrapnel  were  expended. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Peter  Hays, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Naval  Flotilla,  Albemarle  Sound. 


Abstract  log  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Morse. 

February  9, 1862. — At  9  a.  m.  the  steamer  Commodore  Perry  came 
within  hail  and  ordered  us  to  follow  her  and  proceed  up  Croatan  Sound 
in  search  of  rebel  batteries.  At  11 : 45  saw  the  rebel  flag  upon  a  fort 
mounting  three  guns.  Threw  a  shell  into  it,  and,  finding  it  deserted, 
landed  a  boat’s  crew  and  found  6  tanks  of  powder  and  a  number  of 
shell.  The  fleet  got  underway  for  Pasquotank  River.  Saw  a  rebel 
steamer  ahead.  At  7:30  came  to  anchor  at  the  entrance  of  Pasquo¬ 
tank  River. 

February  10. — At  6  a.  m.  got  underway  and  proceeded  up  the  river 
toward  Elizabeth  City.  At  7  came  in  sight  of  the  enemy’s  fleet  and 
batteries.  At  7 : 30  commenced  the  action  with  our  bow  gun.  Continued 
the  action.  At  9  succeeded  in  drawing  the  enemy  from  their  guns  and 
scattering  their  fleet,  two  of  which  were  captured  and  one  burned  by  a 
shell  from  the  Commodore  Perry. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  French,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IJ.  S.  S.  Whitehead. 

U.  S.  S.  Whitehead, 

Off  Elizabeth  City ,  N.  C.,  February  10,  1862. 
Sir:  I  engaged  the  enemy  this  morning  at  8:  20;  discovered  a  rebel 
schooner  abandoned  and  fired,  mounting  two  32s.  Not  being  able  to 
extinguish  the  fire,  I  scuttled  her. 
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I  took  from  her  G  muskets,  12  boarding  pikes,  books  and  papers  of 
the  rebel  paymaster. 

I  expended  during  the  action  6  shell.  My  officers  and  men  behaved 
nobly  during  the  fight. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ohas.  A.  French, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding  Steamer  Whitehead. 
Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Naval  Flotilla,  Pamlico  and  Albemarle  Sounds. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  French,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Whitehead. 


U.  S.  S.  Whitehead, 

Off  Elizabeth  City,  Pasquotank  River ,  February  10,  1862. 

Sir:  Receiving  orders  from  the  flagship  Delaware  to  get  underway, 
I  accordingly  weighed  anchor  Sunday,  February  9,  at  3  p.  m.,  and  stood 
into  Albemarle  Sound.  Made  the  light-house  at  the  mouth  of  Pasquo¬ 
tank  River  at  6  p.  m.,  and  continued  up  the  river  a  few  miles  and  came 
to  anchor  at  7:20  p.  m. 

Monday,  February  10,  at  6:45  a.  m.,  I  got  underway  and  continued 
up  the  river.  Had  not  proceeded  many  miles  before  I  could  see  the 
smoke  issuing  from  the  smokestack  of  several  rebel  gunboats,  evidently 
expecting  our  approach,  and  drawn  up  in  the  most  commanding  posi¬ 
tion,  no  doubt  expecting  to  debar  our  farther  progress.  When  within 
shooting  distance  I  opened  fire  upon  the  nearest  steamer.  The  enemy 
replied  from  a  schooner  mounting  two  guns  on  one  side  of  the  river 
and  a  battery  on  the  opposite  side.  I  then  changed  the  direction  of 
my  fire  from  the  steamers  to  the  schooner.  After  firing  a  few  shell  I 
closed  in  upon  the  schooner.  The  enemy  then  fired  her,  and  escaped 
to  the  shore  in  their  boats.  I  boarded  her  and  attempted  to  extinguish 
the  fire,  being  very  anxious  to  save  her,  as  she  had  a  valuable  cargo  of 
naval  stores,  being  evidently  the  storeship  for  the  rebel  fleet.  Her 
name,  as  painted  on  the  stern,  was  M.  C.  Etheridge ,  of  Plymouth,  N.  C. 

I  found  the  fire  had  been  set  in  several  places,  and  it  made  such 
rapid  progress  that  I  was  unable  to  save  anything  of  any  value.  I 
scuttled  her  and  then  anchored  in  the  middle  of  the  river. 

I  expended  during  the  action  G  shell. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  A.  French, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding  Steamer  Whitehead. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Alexr.  Murray, 

Commanding  Division,  TJ.  S.  S.  Louisiana. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Whitehead. 

February  9,  1862. — The  rebel  forts  continue  to  burn  fiercely.  At  7 
a.  m.  a  boat  was  discovered  to  windward  coming  down  the  sound 
toward  us.  Proved  to  contain  an  escaped  prisoner  of  war  belonging 
to  the  Twenty  third  Yew  York  Regiment  and  taken  on  the  steamer 
Fanny  last  September.  At  9 : 30  the  Federal  flag  is  flying  on  the  west¬ 
ern  battery  of  the  island.  At  7 : 20  p.  m.  anchored  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Pasquotank  River. 
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February  10. — At  8:15  a.  m.  prepared  for  action,  the  enemy’s  fleet, 
consisting  of  live  steamers  and  one  schooner,  appearing  in  sight  a  short 
distance  below  Elizabeth  City.  At  8:20  the  action  commenced,  the 
enemy  opening  lire  first  from  the  schooner.  Our  flotilla  advanced 
steadily,  directing  their  heaviest  fire  on  the  battery  on  Cobb’s  Point. 
At  8:40  signal  was  given  to  close  with  the  enemy,  who  gradually 
retreated  and  finally  ran  their  vessels,  spiked  their  guns,  and  set  their 
steamers  on  fire,  with  the  exception  of  one,  which  escaped  up  the  river. 
Squadron  proceeded  up  to  the  wharves  of  the  town.  The  place  is 
deserted  by  the  white  population,  all  having  fled  except  the  negroes. 
Several  buildings  in  the  town  were  discovered  to  be  on  fire,  as  was 
also  a  rebel  steamer  on  the  stocks  and  just  in  frame.  The  commander 
of  the  squadron  ordered  us  to  take  charge  of  the  schooner,  which  had 
been  abandoned  and  set  on  fire  by  the  rebels.  Sent  on  board  and  used 
all  means  in  our  power  to  extinguish  the  fire.  Brought  off’  a  boat  load 
of  articles  from  the  vessel,  as  it  was  found  impossible  to  control  the 
fire.  Expended  7  cartridges.  At  12:30  p.  m.  returned  again  to  the 
schooner;  found  the  hold  all  in  a  blaze  of  fire.  Scuttled  her  by  cut¬ 
ting  a  hole  in  the  side  at  the  water’s  edge.  Saved  all  books,  papers, 
etc.,  from  the  cabin.  Came  to  anchor  in  the  stream  about  one-fourth 
of  a  mile  from  the  wreck.  Sent  books,  papers,  etc.,  on  board  the  flag¬ 
ship.  From  4  to  6  p.  m.  the  squadron  all  moved  down  and  anchored 
abreast  of  the  battery  on  Cobb’s  Point  for  the  night.  Captured  both 
the  yawl  boats  belonging  to  the  schooner.  From  8  to  midnight:  Fire 
still  raging  in  the  city. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Graves,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  John  L.  Lockwood. 


I 


U.  S.  S.  Lockwood, 
Elizabeth  City ,  N.  C.,  February  12 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of  the  action 
at  Elizabeth  City  on  the  10th  instant: 

At  9  a.  m.  engaged  the  enemy,  directing  my  fire  upon  their  armed 
schooner  until  her  crew  deserted  her,  when  I  hauled  across  the  river 
toward  the  Fanny ,  firing  shrapnel  and  volleys  of  musketry.  The  enemy 
took  to  their  boats  (after  setting  fire  to  their  vessel)  and  retreated 
under  a  heavy  fire.  I  boarded  as  soon  as  possible  with  my  boats,  but 
found  the  fire  too  much  spread  to  subdue.  Succeeded  in  capturing  20 
stand  of  arms.  Received  a  shot  through  our  smokestack  and  had  our 
boat’s  davit  unshipped  by  a  spent  shot."  No  one  injured.  Officers  and 
men  behaved  nobly.  Expended  8  rounds  of  80-pounder  ammunition,  4 
rounds  of  howitzer  ammunition,  50  rounds  of  buck  and  ball  ammunition. 

Aery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 


G.  W.  Grates, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding. 


Commanding  Naval  Division. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Woodward,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Shawsheen. 

U.  S.  S.  Shawsheen, 

Off  Elizabeth  City ,  Tuesday ,  February  11,  1862. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you 
the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  steamer,  under  my  com- 
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mand,  at  the  attack  on  Cobb’s  Point  battery,  also  a  fleet  of  rebel 
gunboats  and  one  armed  schooner  stationed  near  by  to  support  said 
battery : 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th  instant  thirteen  of  our  gunboats  were  at 
anchoi  at  the  mouth  of  the  Pasquotank  River,  having  anchored  there 
the  preceding  night.  At  6:30  a.  m.  a  sail  was  discovered  crossing  the 
month  of  the  river  outside  of  the  fleet,  when  some  of  the  gunboats 
gave  chase.  I  also  got  underway  and  stood  out  in  pursuit  and,  seeing 
her  running  for  the  land,  I  fired  a  shot  across  her  bow,  which  brought 
her  to,  when  the  Seymour,  being  in  advance  of  the  other  boats,  took 
her  in  tow.  She  proved  to  be  a  schooner  loaded  with  wood.  I  imme¬ 
diately  stood  up  the  river  after  the  fleet,  which  had  got  underway  and 
was  proceeding  slowly  up  the  river  toward  Elizabeth  City.  I  soon 
overtook  them.  At  7:30  a.  m.  some  rebel  steamers  were  discovered 
ahead,  apparently  on  the  retreat.  At  8  a.  m.  came  in  sight  of  the  bat¬ 
tery  and  saw  the  steamers  form  in  order  across  the  river  opposite. 
Our  steamers  advanced  at  a  medium  rate,  when,  being  within  about  2 
miles  ot  the  battery,  the  steamers  and  armed  schooner  opened  fire 
upon  our  fleet.  At  8:30  a.  m.  the  battery  commenced  firing,  their  shot 
reaching  our  steamers,  but  doing  no  injury.  When  our  fleet  was  up 
within  good  range,  signals  were  made  by  Commander  Rowan  on  his 
flagship,  the  Delaware ,  to  make  a  dash  at  the  enemy  and  fire  at  their 
own  discretion,  when  all  the  steamers  went  ahead  at  full  speed  and 
opened  on  the  enemy  a  well-directed  fire,  which  fire  was  repeated  in 
quick  succession  as  we  advanced.  Their  shot  and  shell  fell  rapidly 
among  us,  some  of  which  took  effect,  but  still  we  advanced  on  the 
enemy,  which,  with  our  fire,  threw  them  into  confusion,  although  they 
endeavored  to  make  an  able  resistance;  but  when  they  discovered  our 
intention  to  board,  their  men  left  their  guns;  their  steamers  were 
headed  toward  the  shore,  some  of  them  set  on  fire.  The  flag  on  the 
fort,  or  battery,  was  hauled  down  and  it  deserted,  when  our  leading 
steamers  made  a  most  gallant  maneuver  and  ran  them  aboard,  sinking 
two,  capturing  one,  and  the  schooner  was  set  on  fire  and  deserted.  I 
was  running  for  the  steamer  Danny ,  and  being  so  near  that  all  hands 
were  ready  to  board  and  were  using  muskets  and  small  arms  at  the 
retreating  rebels,  who  waved  a  flag  in  defiance  at  us.  As  we  were 
about  to  board  her  I  discovered  her  to  be  on  fire,  and  was  ordered  to 
back  off  from  her  by  Commander  Rowan,  which  I  did,  and  followed 
other  steamers  in  pursuit  of  one  of  the  rebel  steamers,  which  was  mak¬ 
ing  her  escape  by  way  of  the  canal.  After  chasing  her  some  way  up 
the  canal,  the  chase  was  given  up.  Some  of  our  steamers  went  up  to 
the  wharf,  including  the  flagship  Delaieare.  One  new  gunboat,  build¬ 
ing,  and  one  old  gunboat,  repairing,  were  set  on  fire  by  the  retreating 
enemy,  and  the  city  fired  in  several  places.  After  remaining  a  short 
time  up  at  the  city,  I  was  ordered  to  anchor  down  near  the  battery 
on  Cobb’s  Point,  which  I  did,  as  did  all  the  fleet  soon  afterwards,  hav¬ 
ing  expended  10  rounds  ammunition  for  forward  rifled  gun,  and  50 
charges  small-arm  ammunition,  and  receiving  no  injury  throughout  the 
engagement.  Permit  me  to  add  that  all  under  my  command,  both 
officers  and  men,  worked  with  a  determined  will,  worthy  of  themselves 
and  the  noble  cause  in  which  they  are  engaged. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  J.  Woodward, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Shaivsheen. 

S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Albemarle  Flotilla. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Giddings,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Henry  Brinker. 

U.  S.  S.  Henry  Brinker, 

Off  Roanolce  Island ,  March  1,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  the  vessel  under 
my  command  in  the  engagement  at  Elizabeth  City  on  the  10th  instant. 

At  8  a.  m.,  the  enemy’s  gunboats  being  in  sight,  was  in  the  position 
assigned  me  by  my  commander,  in  the  rear  of  the  first  division. 

Owing  to  my  position,  I  was  unable  to  fire  with  either  safety  to  our 
own  vessels  or  effect  on  the  enemy  until  nearly  opposite  the  battery 
on  Cobb’s  Point,  when  we  fired  three  shots  at  the  schooner  battery  on 
the  northern  shore  of  the  river.  The  schooner  ceasing  to  fire,  approached 
the  battery.  Had  fired  but  four  shots  when  the  order  to  “make  a  dash 
at  the  enemy”  was  given  by  the  flagship  Delaware.  Closed  in,  but 
had  no  opportunity  to  engage,  the  enemy  being  completely  routed  by 
the  vessels  in  advance.  Came  to  anchor  near  the  bar  above  Cobb’s 
Point  and  awaited  orders. 

Ammunition  expended,  seven  rounds ;  casualties,  none.  The  vessel 
was  not  struck  by  the  enemy’s  shot.  My  officers  and  crew  behaved 
with  their  usual  gallantry. 

I  have  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  E.  Giddings, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Albemarle  Sound. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Henry  Brinker. 

February  9 ,  1862. — Stood  up  Croatan  Sound.  After  passing  light¬ 
house,  1  mile  astern,  Underwriter  signaled,  “Return,”  which  we  did. 
Captain  went  on  board  and  was  ordered  astern  of  the  fleet.  Anchored 
in  fleet  in  Pasquotank  River,  12  miles  from  Elizabeth  City. 

February  Id.— Weighed  anchor  and,  with  rest  of  fleet,  stood  up  Pas¬ 
quotank  River.  Sighted  Elizabeth  City  and  rebel  fleet.  At  8:30 
action  commenced  by  rebel  boats.  At  9:20  [a.  m.]  action  ceased. 
Action  was  commenced  by  rebel  gunboats  firing.  The  rebel  fleet  con¬ 
sisted  of  five  gunboats  and  one  schooner.  In  a  few  moments  the  action 
became  general.  The  schooner,  which  was  anchored,  was  silenced  after 
the  first  few  rounds.  The  rebels  abandoning  her,  set  her  afire,  and 
soon  the  battery  situated  on  the  left-hand  side,  on  a  point  in  the  river- 
just  beyond  the  city,  ceased  firing.  The  Delaware  now  signaled,  “Make 
a  dash  at  the  enemy.”  All  the  vessels  closed.  We,  being  under  orders 
to  keep  in  the  rear,  had  no  opportunity  of  signalizing  ourselves.  The 
rebel  steamer  Sea  Bird  (W.  F.  Lynch’s  flagship)  being  struck,  the' Fanny 
run  ashore  and  was  deserted,  and  the  Ceres  taking  the  Ellis ,  while  one 
succeeded  in  escaping.  One  was  also  burned  on  the  dry  dock.  One 
of  our  vessels  sending  a  boat  ashore  and  running  the  stars  and  stripes 
up  in  the  fort,  we  ran  up  to  the  town  and  were  ordered  back.  Ran 
alongside  the  Sea  Bird ,  taking  from  her  log  book  and  papers  Then 
ran  off  and  anchored.  Expended  eight  shell  and  charges. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Hotchkiss,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  General  Putnam. 

U.  S.  S.  General  Putnam, 

Off  Elizabeth  City ,  N.  C.,  February  11 ,  1862. 
Sir.  As  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  proceedings  of  yes¬ 
terday,  I  regret  to  say  that  owing  to  the  bad  condition  of  our  boiler, 
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aud  consequently  the  slowness  of  my  boat,  I  did  not  arrive  in  time  to 
take  a  part  in  the  action,  but  rendered  assistance  in  getting  the  Geres 
and  her  prize  afloat,  they  both  being  ashore.  She  steamed  up  to  the 
city  and  received  orders  to  anchor  below. 

Sent  a  boat  to  put  out  the  Are  of  the  armed  schooner,  but  the  fire 
was  too  far  advanced  to  be  subdued. 

Seeing  a  flag  of  truce  on  shore,  I  sent  a  boat  and  brought  off  a  man 
who  was  one  of  the  crew  of  the  schooner  which  was  burned.  He 
claims  to  be  a  pilot  through  all  the  waters  of  North  Carolina. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  J.  Hotchkiss, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  General  Putnam. 

Lieutenant  Davenport, 

Commanding  Third  Division. 


Report  of  Assistant  Surgeon  Jones,  U.  S.  Navy,  U.  S.  S.  Philadelphia,  transmitting  list  of 

casualties. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Off  Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina ,  February  12,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  the  report  of  casualties  to 
the  Government  forces  in  the  naval  engagement  off  Elizabeth  Citv, 
N.  0.,  on  the  10th  instant. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  J.  Jones, 
Assistant  Surgeon ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborottgh, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

List  of  casualties  off  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C. 

U.  8.  S.  Valley  City: 

Wounded  severely.— Thomas  T.  Daniel,  pilot;  Thomas  Doyle,  ordi¬ 
nary  seaman;  James  A.  Young,  officers’  cook. 

Wounded  slightly.— John  Lahey,  nurse. 

U.  S.  S.  Underwriter : 

Wounded  slightly. — James  Matthews,  master  at  arms. 

U.  S.  S.  Ceres: 

Wounded  slightly. — Timothy  Dacey,  ordinary  seaman. 

U.  S.  S.  Commodore  Perry : 

Killed. — Fredk.  Wierland,  seaman;  Thomas  O’Mara,  private,  Com¬ 
pany  A,  Fourth  Regiment  Rhode  Island  Volunteers. 

Wounded  slightly. — Acting  Master’s  Mate  Henry  C.  Webster. 

Killed .  2 

Wounded .  .  7 


Commendatory  order  of  Commander  Rowan,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  naval  division  in  Albe¬ 
marle  Sound. 

U.  S.  S.  Delaware, 

Off  Elizabeth  City,  February  11,  1862. 

The  commander  of  the  flotilla  in  Albemarle  Sound  avails  himself  of 
the  earliest  moment  to  make  a  public  acknowledgment  of  the  coolness, 
gallantry,  and  skill  displayed  by  the  officers  and  men  under  his  com¬ 
mand  in  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  enemy’s  battery  and  squad¬ 
ron  at  Cobb’s  Point. 
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The  strict  observance  of  the  plan  of  attack,  arid  the  steady  but 
onward  course  of  the  ships,  without  returning  a  shot  until  within  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  of  the  fort,  excited  the  admiration  of  our  enemies. 

The  undersigned  is  particularly  gratified  at  the  evidence  of  the  high 
discipline  of  the  crews  in  refraining  from  trespassing  in  the  slightest 
degree  upon  the  private  property  of  defenseless  people  in  a  defenseless 
town.  The  generous  offer  to  go  on  shore  and  extinguish  the  flames 
applied  by  the  torch  of  a  vandal  soldiery  upon  the  houses  of  their  own 
defenseless  women  and  children  is  a  striking  evidence  of  the  justness 
of  our  cause,  and  must  have  its  effect  in  teaching  our  deluded  country¬ 
men  a  lesson  in  humanity  and  civilization. 

S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Flotilla  in  Albemarle  Sound. 


Order  of  Commander  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  naval  forces  in  Albemarle  Sound, 
appointing  a  board  for  the  appraisement  of  vessels  captured  or  destroyed. 

U.  S.  S.  Philadelphia, 

Off  New  Berne ,  N.  C.,  March  20 ,  1862. 

Gentlemen  :  You  are  hereby  constituted  a  board  for  the  purpose  of 
appraising  the  different  vessels  captured  or  destroyed  by  the  naval 
forces  under  my  command  in  the  action  off  Elizabeth  City  on  the  10th 
day  of  February  last. 

You  will  please  set  forth  in  your  report  as  follows: 

The  time  and  place  of  capture,  the  names  of  the  vessels  captured  or 
destroyed,  the  cause  of  capture,  the  capturing  vessel  or  vessels,  what 
disposition  was  made  of  the  captured  vessels  at  the  time  of  capture  or 
subsequently,  and  a  statement  of  their  value. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  0.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  in  Albemarle  Sound,  North  Carolina. 

Silas  Reynolds, 

Commanding  V.  S.  S.  Philadelphia. 

Jacob  Westervelt, 

Acting  Master,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Charles  A.  Norris, 

Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer. 

H.  M.  Griffiths, 

Carpenter,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  the  board  appointed  for  the  appraisement  of  vessels  captured  or  destroyed. 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  25, 1862. 

Sir  :  Agreeably  with  your  request  of  the  20th  instant,  we  have  exam¬ 
ined  into  the  facts  in  connection  with  the  capture  or  destruction  of  the 
vessels  of  the  enemy  at  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.,  by  the  naval  forces  under 
your  command,  and  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows: 

The  Confederate  steamer  Sea  Bird,  the  flagship  of  Commander  Lynch, 
carrying  two  rifled  guns  and  belonging  to  the  rebel  Navy,  was  run  into, 
sunk,  and  destroyed  by  the  IT.  S.  S.  Commodore  Perry  in  the  course  of 
the  action  off  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.,  February  10,  1862.  We  estimate 
that  the  Sea  Bird  was  worth  $30,000 ;  cash  on  board,  $30,000. 

The  Confederate  steamer  Fanny,  Captain  Tayloe,  carrying  two  rifled 
guns  and  belonging  to  the  rebel  Navy,  was  sunk  and  destroyed  by  the 
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fire  of  the  United  States  vessels  during  the  action  off  Elizabeth  City, 
N.  0.,  February  10?  1862.  We  estimate  that  the  Fanny  was  worth 
$23,000. 

The  Confederate  steamer  Ellis ,  Captain  Cooke,  carryingone32-ponnder 
rifled  gun  and  one  brass  howitzer,  surrendered  in  the  course  of  the  action 
off  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.,  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Geres ,  and  is  nowin  Ihe  service 
of  the  U.  S.  Government,  We  estimate  that  the  Ellis  is  worth  $18,000. 

The  Confederate  steamer  Forrest ,  carrying  two  guns  and  belonging 
to  the  rebel  Navy,  was  destroyed  by  fire  while  she  was  on  the  railway, 
during  the  action  off  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.,  February  10,  1802.  We 
estimate  that  the  Forrest  is  worth  $21,500. 

A  Confederate  steamer,  name  unknown,  intended  for  the  rebel  Navy, 
on  the  stocks  and  nearly  completed,  was  burned  during  the  action  off 
Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.,  February  10, 1862.  We  estimate  that  said  steamer 
was  worth  $18,800. 

The  Confederate  schooner  Black  Warrior,  carrying  two  guns,  loaded 
with  commissary  stores,  and  belonging  to  the  rebel  Navy,  was  destroyed 
by  fire  during  the  action  off  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.,  February  10,  1862. 
We  estimate  that  the  Black  Warrior  was  worth  $20,000. 

A  schooner,  name  and  owners  unknown,  loaded  with  furniture,  was 
captured,  as  being  the  property  of  rebel  citizens  of  North  Carolina,  by 
the  U.  8.  S.  Commodore  Berry  during  the  action  off  Elizabeth  City, 
N.  C.,  February  10,  1862,  and  subsequently  sunk  as  an  obstruction  in 
the  outlet  of  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal.  We  estimate  that 
the  said  schooner  was  worth  $2,000. 

A  schooner,  name  and  owners  unknown,  loaded  with  4,500  bushels  of 
corn,  was  captured,  as  being  the  property  of  rebel  citizens  of  North 
Carolina,  during  the  action  off  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.,  February  10, 1862, 
and  subsequently  sunk  as  an  obstruction  in  the  outlet  of  the  Albemarle 
and  Chesapeake  Canal.  We  estimate  that  said  schooner  was  worth, 
with  cargo,  $7,000. 

The  following  United  States  vessels  were  present  at  the  time  of  cap¬ 
ture  or  destruction  of  the  above  vessels,  and  engaged  in  the  action  off 
Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.,  February  10,  1862,  viz : 

Steamer  Delaware,  flagship,  Commander  S.  C.  Rowan,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  S.  P.  Quackenbush;  steamer  Louisiana,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  A.  Murray;  steamer  Hetzel,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
H.  K.  Davenport;  steamer  Commodore  Berry,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
C.  W.  Flusser;  steamer  Valley  City,  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  C. 
Chaplin;  steamer  Underwriter,  Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  N.  Jeffers; 
steamer  Morse,  Acting  Master  Peter  Hays;  steamer  Ceres,  Acting 
Master  J.  MacDiarmid ;  steamer  Henry  Brinker,  Acting  Master  J.  E.  Gid- 
dings;  steamer  Whitehead,  Acting  Master  C.  A.  French;  steamer 
Shawsheen,  Acting  Master  T.  J.  Woodward ;  steamer  Lockwood,  Acting 
Master  G.  W.  Graves;  steamer  General  Butnam,  Acting  Master  W.  J. 
Hotchkiss;  steamer  J.  N.  Seymour,  Acting  Master  F.  S.  Wells. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

Silas  Reynolds, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Philadelphia. 
Jacob  Westervelt, 

Acting  Master ,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Charles  A.  Norris, 

Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer. 
Herbert  M.  Griffiths, 

Carpenter,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 
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Congratulatory  letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Navy  Department,  March  1,  1862. 

My  Dear  Sir:  We  have  your  dispatches,  and  I  also  have  your  pri¬ 
vate  note  of  the  20th  ultimo.  Be  assured  that  the  country  and  Depart¬ 
ment  are  perfectly  satisfied  with  your  proceedings.  We  sent  off  the 
Miami  to  you  February  1,  which  would  have  joined  in  the  fight  but  for 
the  ignorance  of  the  engineer,  who  mistook  choked  flues  for  incapacity 
of  the  boiler.  He  was  six  days  finding  out  the  trouble  and  the  golden 
moment  was  lost.  Her  rudders  are  too  small  and  she  is  now  in  the 
dock  at  Baltimore.  She  is  the  only  one  ready  for  sea.  The  engineer 
contractors  are  treating  us  very  shabbily.  Before  any  one  can  be  gotten 
to  you  I  reckon  you  will  have  knocked  everything  down.  I  presume  you 
are  aware  that  we  are  about  to  undertake  the  biggest  job  of  the  war, 
and  that  we  are  straining  every  nerve  to  concentrate  a  force  to  accom¬ 
plish  it  successfully;  this  is  why  we  have  no  boats.  We  even  leave  the 
Nashville  and  Sumter ,  when  we  ought  to  have  a  dozen  boats  after  them. 
I  feel  sorry,  but  I  also  feel  that  you  will  clean  them  all  out  as  you  are. 
Is  not  Marston  keeping  some  boats  which  you  ought  to  have?  The 
Ericsson  battery,  called  the  Monitor ,  will  be  at  the  roads  on  Sunday, 
and  I  think  of  going  down  to  look  at  her.  I  wrote  you  that  after  your 
work  is  finished  the  general  would  like  to  see  you  out,  but  you  will  have 
plenty  of  time.  Can  not  you  send  me  some  memento  of  your  victory? 
Du  Pont  sent  me  a  lithograph  of  the  secession  ordinance,  captured  in 
Drayton’s  house.  Old  flags  and  arms  will  take  well  with  the  members 
and  be  a  little  buncombe  for  the  brilliant  affair.  Alden  sent  me  a  box 
of  swords  from  the  Gulf,  and  the  members  prize  them  so  highly  that  I 
think  we  had  better  have  some  more.  The  Navy  is  immensely  popular 
and  will  remain  so  if  we  continue  successful.  Kind  regards  to  your 
brave  men.  Six  vessels  are  repairing  at  Baltimore.  Maury’s  letter*  has 
been  published.  I  send  you  some  remarks  thereon. 

Yours,  most  truly, 

G.  Y.  Fox. 


Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report t  of  Colonel  C.  F.  Henningsen,  C.  S.  Army,  Fifty-ninth  Virginia  Infantry. 

Winton,  N.  C.,  February  12,  1862 — 12  p.  m. 

General:  Finding  at  Currituck  Court-House  that  provision  and 
forage  could  not  be  obtained  to  proceed  to  Powell’s  Point,  or  even  to 
remain  at  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal  any  nearer  than  Eliza¬ 
beth  City,  [we]  marched  there  on  the  3d  with  artillery  of  Wise’s  Legion 
and  remained  there  till  the  7th,  breaking  horses  to  fire  and  harness 
while  waiting  orders  from  General  Wise.  Received  on  February  7  one 
order  from  General  Wise  to  leave  guns  and  wagons  at  Albemarle  and 
Chesapeake  Canal  and  proceed  with  horses  and  men  to  Powell’s  Point. 
Sent  quartermaster  to  make  arrangements.  Same  evening  received 
second  dispatch  from  Brigadier-General  H.  A.  Wise,  dated  from  Nag’s 
Head,  informing  me  that  the  Federal  squadron  in  great  force  was 
advancing  up  the  sound,  and  ordering  me  to  remain  and  do  the  best  I 
could  for  the  defense  of  Elizabeth  City. 


*  See  p.  633. 

+  For  Confederate  naval  reports,  see  battle  of  Roanoke  Island,  pp.  594-600. 
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frtl|Tfoo  l  a  battery  (about  2  miles  by  water  and  about  3  by  laud)  with 
torn  3-ypoundei  s  and  28  rounds  of  ammunition;  battery  defective  (mag. 
azme  dangerous,  if  there  had  been  any  ammunition  to  put  in  it).  Gen- 
ei  al  Mann  promised  to  call  out  the  militia,  and  Colonel  Starke  endeavored 
to  do  so,  but  it  seems  they  would  not  come.  I  tried  to  obtain  150  negroes 
to  throw  up  traverse  (three  of  the  guns  being  enfiladed)  and  otherwise 
implode  [the]  battery,  but  could  only,  by  2  a.  m.  on  the  9th,  obtain  30 
hands,  whom  I  impressed. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  Commodore  Lynch,  with  six 
steamers,  arrived;  had  fought  the  day  before,  exhausting  all  his 
ammunition.  Proposed  to  man  the  battery  with  the  crew  of  the  lost 
steamer  Curlew ;  to  place  therein  additional  guns,  and  moor  schooner 
w  ith  two  guns  alongside  battery.  Colonel  Martin  received  200  pounds 
powder  from  Norfolk,  and  100  pounds  blasting  powder  was  found  and 
made  up  into  cartridges. 

On  the  morning  [of  the]  9th  Commodore  Lynch,  having  found  a  few 
i  ounds,  steamed  out  with  two  steamers  to  reconuoiter  enemy.  Returned 
chased  by  enemy’s  steamers,  and  determined  to  land  crews  and  fight 
battery,  expecting  Captain  Hunter  with  ammunition.  It  appeared 
that  the  militia  would  not  come  out  without  requisition  from  seven 
magistrates.  This  was  obtained  on  the  9th.  The  naval  officers  were 
or  the  opinion  that  the  enemy  would  not  attempt  to  pass  battery  until 
silenced.  I  undertook,  with  promise  of  a  regiment  of  militia  and 

expectation  of  a  few  companies,  to  prevent  its  being  turned  for  some 
time. 


On  the  evening  of  the  9th  I  moved  out  four  pieces  to  rear  of  the  bat¬ 
tery  for  that  purpose,  leaving  two  pieces  and  wagons  in  Elizabeth 
City  ready  to  move. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  the  enemy’s  squadron  hove  in 
sight  and  opened  lire  on  battery,  schooner,  and  steamers,  and,  as  if 
awaie  ot  the  helpless  condition  ot  all,  steamed,  after  a  few  minutes 
past  the  battery  right  up  to  the  city. 

Commodore  Lynch  told  me  in  the  battery  that  he  was  informed  that 
the  enemy  had  landed  below,  and  a  naval  officer,  galloping  up,  reported, 
after  I  left  the  battery,  that  the  enemy  in  large  force  had  landed  and 
formed  about  a  mile  below.  There  were  no  militia — no  one  whatever 
to  support  the  artillery — who  have  neither  firelocks  of  any  kind  nor 
side  arms.  Two  pieces  were  placed  to  keep  the  enemy  as  long  as  pos¬ 
sible  at  bay,  but  in  a  tew  minutes  the  Federal  steamers  were  perceived 
rapidly  advancing  past  the  battery  toward  the  city,  which  they  reached 
before  the  artillery  (now  ordered  back)  had  got  halfway. 

As  the  enemy,  after  reaching  the  wharf,  had  the  town  at  their  mercy, 
I  detached  Sergeant  Scruggs,  of  Captain  McComas’s  company,  with  a 
detail,  to  aid  the  citizens  in  destroying  the  place  by  fire,  as  I  had  been 
requested  to  do  by  some  of  the  most  prominent  of  them.  They  only 
partially  succeeded,  two  blocks  only  having  been  burned  and  a  few 
isolated  houses  in  the  suburbs.  I  retreated  with  the  artillery  by  the 
old  Edenton  road,  and  halted  on  the  night  of  the  10th  at  Newby’s 
Bridge,  2  miles  from  Hertford,  accompanied  and  guarded  by  General 
Mann,  of  the  militia.  I  opened  communication  with  Edenton  and 
Hertford,  and  sent  for  some  of  the  transportation  of  the  Fifty-ninth 
Virginia  Volunteers,  which  was  unprotected  at  the  former  place.  The 
militia  had  not  been  embodied  at  either  place,  though  the  next  day  I 
received  a  dispatch  from  Colonel  Moore,  of  Edenton,  stating  that  on 
N  w  R — vol  0 - 10 
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the  requisition  of  any  Confederate  general  lie  was  ordered  to  call  out 
liis  regiment,  and  could  assemble  200  men,  armed  with  muskets  amd 
shot  [guns],  and  with  ten  rounds  of  ammunition  each.  In  this  region 
the  militia  will  not  assemble  until  the  enemy  is  dangerously  near. 
Then  it  becomes  impossible  to  assemble  them  until  they  have  attended 
to  the  moving  of  family  and  property.  After  that  they  show  a  dispo¬ 
sition  to  come  out  if  there  is  any  force  to  support  them. 

Generally  the  population  appear  to  be  very  true.  There  are,  of 
course,  some  traitors,  but  far  less  disloyalty  than  in  western  Virginia. 
A  painful  instance  of  the  latter  occurred  a  few  miles  from  Elizabeth 
City  on  our  march  to  Newby’s  Bridge.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Lester 
deliberately  shot  a  private  who  rode  into  his  yard,  and  then  barricaded 
himself  in  the  upper  rooms  of  his  house,  refusing  to  surrender.  Cap¬ 
tain  Webb,  quartermaster  of  artillery,  went  up  to  him  unarmed  and 
pledged  himself  to  protect  him  from  violence  if  lie  came  out.  After 
appearing  to  consent,  he  suddenly  and  treacherously  attempted  to  fire  at 
the  captain,  and  did  fire  afterward  several  times  at  the  men.  I  ordered 
the  house  to  be  fired.  He  was  driven  by  the  smoke  to  the  window  and 
shot  by  one  of  the  artillery.  The  man  shot,  Private  Bransford,  is  in  a 
very  critical  condition.  Lester,  it  appears,  was  a  very  violent  I  n  ion 
man,  and  had  been  waited  on  a  month  previous  by  a  vigilance  com¬ 
mittee. 

On  the  morning  of  the  11th  I  received  a  communication  from  Colonel 
Wright,  of  the  Third  Georgia  Regiment,  stating  that  he  was  5  miles  from 
Elizabeth  City  with  400  of  his  regiment,  at  South  Mills;  that  500  more 
were  expected,  and  that  he  would  wait  to  hear  from  me. 

I  marched  on  the  11th  by  what  is  called  the  Desert  road  to  this  place 
with  the  artillery  and  a  company  of  the  Seventeenth  North  Carolina 
Volunteers,  which  (40  strong),  under  Lieutenant  Lyons,  reported  to  me 
the  preceding  night,  being  part  of  the  force  escaped  from  the  naval 
battery  opposite  Roanoke  Island. 

On  reaching  Winton  I  found  that  Colonel  Wright  had  left  for  Nor¬ 
folk.  This  day  I  remained  here,  taking  up  position  and  opening  com¬ 
munication  with  Elizabeth  City. 

The  remainder  of  Colonel  Wright’s  regiment  arrived  last  night,  and 
this  afternoon  a  battery  of  artillery.  I  had  ordered  four  companies  of 
Colonel  Wright’s  regiment,  with  one  gun,  and  was  about  to  make  a 
night  reconnoissance  of  Elizabeth  City,  when  I  received  the  order  from 
Brigadier-General  H.  A.  Wise  to  join  him  at  the  Albemarle  and  Chesa¬ 
peake  Canal,  whither  I  proceeded  with  the  artillery  in  the  morning. 

At  10  p.  in.  I  received  a  note  from  Colonel  Wright,  informing  me  that 
he  had  arrived  at  South  Mills,  and  desiring  that  his  companies  should 
not  proceed  to-night.  In  consequence  of  not  knowing  whether  he 
ranked  me  or  had  any  special  orders  from  you,  I  have  abandoned  the 
reconnoissance,  but  send  a  small  party  of  artillery  soldiers,  with  teams, 
to  bring  off,  if  possible,  a  wagon  and  caisson  which  had  stalled  in 
Elizabeth  City,  but  had  been  dragged  off  and  concealed  about  a  mile 
on  this  side. 

I  would  beg,  respectfully,  to  call  your  attention  to  the  case  of  Ser¬ 
geant  Scroggs.  According  to  the  report  of  the  citizens,  Scroggs  was 
double-ironed  on  board  a  Federal  vessel  in  the  river,  and  the  Federal 
officers  talked  of  trying  and  hanging  him  as  an  incendiary.  Sergeant 
Scruggs,  son  of  a  Virginia  senator,  is  a  gentleman  and  a  soldier,  and 
was  acting  in  obedience  to  orders  from  me,  of  which  I  am  willing  to 
assume  the  responsibility,  I  should  have  sent  a  flag  of  truce  to-morrow 
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Sat  iujon/lu"*!? tbC  faCt  °f  baVil,g  t0  march'  «*>,  se^ 

Very  respectfully, 

Geolf  h”  Re'jU  Va '  VOU "  Legion. 

Commanding. 

V  Q  TU  j  --1 1  —  .  .  February  13,  1862-6  a.  m. 

.  fc>.  the  aitulery  detail  lias  returned,  brinirine-  back  flip  woo-nn 

Thp  J^fgg-ag?;  rep0r-t  only  six  Federal  steamers  ffithe  river’ 

be  teuus  in  the  battexy  spiked  and  carriages  burned. 

[0.  F.  H.] 

BfSr*  °f  CaPtain  Mansion,  U.  8.  Navy,  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads 
Miami  app0lntment  °J  a  board  for  the  examination  of  the  U.  8.  8. 

U.  S.  S.  Roanoke, 
Hampton  Roads,  February  10,  1862 

'T°r.  *°  acknowledge  tUe  receipt  of  your  two  letters 
01  tile  itli  instant,  and,  in  compliance  therewith,  have  ordered  a  board 
of  engineers  to  examine  and  make  trial  of  the  machinery  of  the  steamer 
Miami,  and  herein  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  order  of  that  survey  The 
Miami  will  m  all  probability,  go  to  sea  this  day.  I  also  enclose  to  von 

Chief  e  erter-  fr°m  9aPtain  Vau  Brunt,  relative  to  the  taking 
Chief  Engineer  Loring  and  First  Assistant  Engineer  Bright  from  the 

to,  and  would  remark  that  as  the  Merrimack  is  pronounced  by 
1Gi  e*S  themselves  a  failure,  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  danger  to  be 
apprehended  from  detaching  those  officers. 

^  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

-John  Marston, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Frigate  Minnesota,  February  10, 1862. 

■  Mr<  ,Lorlj'f’  chief  engineer,  and  Mr.  Bright,  first  assistant,  hav¬ 
ing  been  ordered  from  this  ship  on  duty  which  will  occupy  several  days 
and  possibly  weeks,  leaving  this  ship  with  only  some  inexperienced 
assistants,  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  report  to  you,  as  the  senior  officer 
present,  that  absence  of  both  these  gentlemen  at  the  same  time  will 
render  my  ship  inefficient  for  active  service  under  steam. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  Van  Brunt, 

Captain  John  Marston,  Captain. 

U.  8.  Frigate  Roanoke,  Hampton  Roads. 


[Telegram.] 

February  10, 1862. 

Detain  the  Yaruna  to  accompany  the  battery*  to  Hampton  Roads 
lake  any  men  you  require  from  the  St.  Lawrence.  She  will  relieve  the 


*  This  refers  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Monitor. 
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Congress  at  Hampton  Eoads. 
for  landsmen. 


* 

Order  lias  been  given  to  ship  any  men 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Commodore  H.  Paulding, 

Commandant  New  York  Navy  Yard. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Gold  thorough,  II.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  Lieutenant  W erden,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding  TI.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes,  to  transport  to  Hampton  Roads  two 
hearers  of  dispatches. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Roanoke  Island,  Februa  ry  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Stars  ancl  Stripes,  under  your  com¬ 
mand,  to  Hampton  Eoads,  taking  with  you,  as  bearers  of  dispatches,* 
Mr.  Van  Brunt  and  Captain  IT  Amy. 

On  reaching  there  you  will  report  to  the  senior  naval  officer  present,, 
receive  from  the  naval  ordnance  officer  at  Fort  Monroe  a  supply  ol 
ammunition  for  the  vessels  in  Pamlico  waters,  and  then  return  here 
without  delay.  I  desire  that  you  will  use  every  possible  dispatch  in 
carrying  out  these  instructions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Eeed  Werden,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes. 


Report  of  Captain  Marston,  TI.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads, 
regarding  the  plan  to  attack  the  rudder  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Merrimack. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Eoanoke, 
Hampton  Roads,  February  11,  1862. 

Sir:  I  am  this  day  in  receipt  of  your  letter!  of  the  8th  instant, 
together  with  its  enclosure,  for  which  please  accept  thanks. 

The  plan  of  having  a  tug  to  attack  the  rudder  of  the  Merrimack  has 
been  adopted  some  time  since,  and  a  special  one  appointed  for  that 
service. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

G.  V.  Fox,  Esq., 

Assistant  Secretary  of  Navy. 


Report  of  lieutenant  Bryson,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Chippewa, 
transmitting  copy  of  orders  and  correspondence  with  Brigadier-General 
Williams,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  at  Hatter  as  Inlet. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Chippewa, 

Hatter  as  Inlet ,  February  11,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  7th  of  February,  at  10  a.  in.,  I  received  your  orders f  to 
proceed  immediately  off  Nag’s  Head  with  the  Chippewa.  At  the  time 
your  order  was  received  some  portions  of  our  engines  had  been  taken 


Regarding  battle  of  Roanoke  Island, 


tNot  found. 


X  See  p.  540. 
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how  "IT1  °U  Sh°^  fT  r®Pairs’  and  a  number  of  boiler  makers  were  on 
boat d  repairing  the  boilers,  which  are  in  a  very  leaky  condition  I 

Gh^rfrdi ly  communicated  with  Captain  Marston  (through  Lieutenant 
i  J Bxeic!lt}ve  of  this  vessel),  asking  his  instructions 

nir/  1  rhaV,  S  •  d  do  under. the  circumstances,  and  requesting  all  the 
b  !  H,lC°UId  gnie  me  in  Settl”g  Hie  vessel  ready  in  the  shortest  possi- 
An  extra  number  ot  men  were  put  on  the  engines  and  boilers, 
and  as  soon  as  possible  we  commenced  taking  in  coal,  working  all  night, 
aiid  at  L  m  on  the  8th  we  were  outside  the  light,  steering  for  Nag’s 
Head,  wdh  about  80  tons  of  coal  in  our  bunkers.  It  being  very  thick 
with  threatening  appearances,  I  stood  off  and  on  all  night,  keeping 
the  lead  going  in  from  10  to  15  fathoms.  At  daylight  on  the  9th  we 
made  Nag  s  Head,  and  stood  in  for  it  as  near  as  I  thought  it  prudent, 
our  least  water  6  fathoms.  There  was  blowing  a  fresh  breeze  from  the 
northward,  and  with  some  sea  and  a  heavy  swell  and  strong  current 
settmg  on  shore.  Our  nearest  distance  from  the  land  we  judged  to  be 
about  miles.  TV  e  saw  nothing  of  the  enemy,  nor  did  I  attempt  to  use 
onr  guns,  having  too  much  motion  on.  After  remaining  off  the  place 
until  10  a.  in.,  the  wind  and  sea  increasing  very  much,  I  determined, 
alter  consulting  with  Lieutenant  Gherardi,  to  proceed  at  once  to  Hat- 
teras  Inlet.  We  anchored  off  Hatteras  Inlet  about  6  o’clock  p.  m.  of 
the  Jth,  but  did  not  get  in  until  the  afternoon  of  the  10th,  for  want  of 
a  pilot,  I  immediately  communicated  with  General  Williams,  asking 
him  to  give  me  means  of  sending  a  letter  to  you,  which  he  could  not  do 
tor  the  want  of  an  armed  steamer.  At  the  suggestion  of  General  Wil¬ 
liams,  I  will  proceed  at  once  off  Nag’s  Head  again,  for,  as  he  says  in  his 
rePly>  “Our  arrival  off  that  place  at  this  juncture  maybe  most  timely  ” 
aPd  °P  my  return  will  till  up  at  this  place  with  coal  and  proceed  off 
Yv  llmington,  unless  I  shall  in  the  meantime  receive  contrary  instruc¬ 
tions  from  you. 

According  to  directions,  I  enclose  a  copy  of  my  orders  received  from 
Captain  Marston. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

-r-,-1  T  A.  Bryson. 

I  lag- Officer  Louis  M.  Goldsborougii, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

I  enclose  a  report*  of  the  state  of  our  engines  and  boilers,  made  by 
the  senior  engineer  of  the  Chippewa:  also  the  correspondence  between 
General  Williams  and  myself. 

[Enclosures.] 

II.  S.  S.  Koanoke, 
Hampton  Hoads,  February  8,  1863. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  orders  from  Flag-Officer  Goldsborougii 
forwarded  to  and  received  by  you  yesterday,  you  will  proceed  immedi¬ 
ately  off  Nag’s  Head  and  execute  that  order,  remaining  there  three  days 
after  which  you  will  proceed  to  Hatteras  inlet  and  communicate  with 
Flag-Officer  Goldsborougii,  and,  should  he  not  give  you  orders  to  the 
contrary,  you  will  then  proceed  to  your  station  off  Wilmington,  N.  C., 
and  prosecute  the  blockade  strictly  and  vigorously.  Please  give  to 
Flag-Officer  Goldsborougii  a  copy  of  these  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Andrew  Bryson,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  XI.  S.  S.  Chippewa. 

if  Not  necessary  to  publish. 
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P.  S. — If,  on  arriving  off  Nag’s  Head,  you  should  find  the  weather 
too  boisterous  to  execute  your  orders,  you  will  proceed  at  once  and 
report  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough  at  Hatteras  Inlet. 


IT.  S.  Gunboat  Chippewa, 

Hatteras  Inlet ,  February  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  to  communicate  with  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough, 
and  as  there  are  no  navy  vessels  here  I  would  respectfully  ask  that 
you  will  place  at  my  disposal  such  means  as  will  enable  me  to  carry 
out  my  instructions. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Bryson, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Brigadier-General  Williams, 

Commanding  at  Hatteras  Inlet. 


Headquarters  Gamp  Warfield,  North  Carolina, 

Hatteras  Inlet,  February  10,  1862. 

Sir:  I  hasten  to  reply  to  your  note  and  to  say  it  would  give  me 
pleasure  to  afford  you  the  means  of  reaching  Commodore  Goldsborough 
had  I  an  armed  vessel  at  my  disposal,  and  an  unarmed  one  might  be 
lost  in  the  attempt  by  the  way  of  the  sound. 

If  Boanoke  Island  be  in  our  possession,  which  I  can  not  doubt,  you 
may  possibly  communicate  from  the  Chippeica  with  the  commodore 
across  the  beach  at  Nag’s  Head. 

On  the  2d  instant  the  Eastern  State  was  sent  from  this  with  a  dis¬ 
patch  from  Commodore  Goldsborough  to  the  U.  S.  naval  commander 
on  the  Wilmington  station  for  a  gunboat  to  cooperate  off  Nag’s  Head 
with  the  expedition  to  Roanoke  Island.  She  returned  here  the  5th, 
reporting  that  two  of  the  three  vessels  off  Wilmington  were  absent  for 
coal,  and  bringing  with  her  a  dispatch  from  the  naval  commander  at 
Wilmington  addressed  to  the  commander  of  the  Montieello,  and  I 
think  also  the  gunboat  Chippewa,  supposed  by  me  to  be  an  order  for 
one  or  both  of  those  vessels  to  repair  to  Nag’s  Head  and  cooperate  with 
Commodore  Goldsborough. 

The  Eastern  State  was  sent  by  me  from  this  the  6tli  instant  in  the 
direction  of  Fort  Monroe  to  intercept  the  Montieello  or  Chippewa  and 
deliver  the  dispatch  of  the  naval  officer  commanding  on  the  Wilming¬ 
ton  station.  I  am  advised  of  her  arrival  at  Fort  Monroe,  but  not  of 
the  delivery  of  the  dispatch. 

In  the  contingencies  and  uncertainties  of  combined  naval  and  land 
operations  the  arrival  at  this  juncture  of  the  Chippewa  off  Nag’s  Head 
may  be  most  timely. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Williams, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  Bryson,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  Gunboat  Chippewa,  Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 
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U-  s.  Navy,  eommmdmg  Worth 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  Commander  Rowan ,  U.  &  Jaw 

divisjon  ™  Pamlico  Sound,  regarding  the  blocking 
of  a  link  of  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal.  ‘ 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Oft  Roanoke  Island ,  February  12,  1862. 
Sir:  I  can  hear  of  nothing  either  at  Edenton  or  Plymouth  worthy  of 
tiV^  r  a1ttei^tl,011,  Tt;  however,  hulks  are  required  to  block  up  effectually 
the  link  of  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal  connecting  North 
luver  and  Currituck  Sound,  and  they  can  be  procured  at  either  of  those 
places  of  course  a  move  thereabouts  may  be  of  service,  although  from 
vhat  1  gather  I  think  none  will  be  found,  as  most  if  not  all  the  vessels 
have  probably  gone  up  either  the  Chowan  or  Eoanoke  rivers,  to  place 
themselves  m  safety.  F 

Any  vessel  that  can  get  over  the  bar  of  North  River,  which  is  imme- 
dnitely  at  the  entrance  ot  its  month,  can  go  without  difficulty,  as  1  am 
reliably  informed,  all  the  way  up  to  the  canal  leading  into  Currituck 
Sound,  but  no  vessel  drawing  over  G£  feet,  or  7  feet  at  the  utmost,  can 
get  over  that  bar  unless  the  tide  be  uncommonly  favorable,  of  such  a 
character  as  does  not  occur  but  very  seldom.  The  land  on  either  side  of 
North  River  up  to  the  caual  is  marshy,  and  therefore  the  settlements 
are  very  scarce,  do  not  amount  to  more,  I  infer,  than  two  or  three  or 
pei  haps  four.  No  resistance  whatever  need  be  anticipated  in  going-  ud 
and  even  at  the  canal  it  is  not  likely  that  any  will  be  met.  Still  of 
course,  one  should  be  on  his  guard,  and  not  use  a  vessel  too  lone-  to’be 
turned  round  if  necessary.  From  perfectly  reliable  information  in  my 
possession,  it  is  of  great  importance  to  us  that  the  link  in  question 
should  be  effectually  obstructed,  and  this  I  hope  you  will  have  accom¬ 
plished  if  possible.  Might  not  the  Fills  be  of  service  to  you  for  the 
purpose?  Send  for  her  if  you  wish.  Her  draft  of  water,  I  understand 
is  quite  light.  ’ 

The  Putnam  shall  go  to  the  inlet  to  recoal,  etc.,  as  soon  as  some  little 
work  is  done  to  her  boiler. 

I  am  very  glad  that  you  are  destroying  thoroughly  all  the  naval  ves¬ 
sels  and  guns  of  the  enemy.  Knock  the  trunnions  off  the  latter,  when 
of  no  use  to  us,  if  practicable,  and  you  think  it  best. 

I  have  decided  to  put  the  prisoners  you  sent  down  on  parole  at  once 
and  hereafter  I  wish  you  would  do  the  same  thing,  observing  the  form 
herewith  enclosed.  W e  have  already  upward  of  3,000  on  hand.  They 
by  being  sent  here,  can  see  and  observe  more  of  our  force  and  doings 
than  I  care  that  they  should  do.  If,  contrary  to  my  expectations,  any¬ 
thing  of  interest  should  have  been  discovered  at  Edenton,  I  beg  that 
you  will  communicate  it  to  me  as  early  as  practicable. 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  been  informed  that  General  Henry 
A  Wise  may  be  in  force  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  link  of  the  canal 
which  I  wish  obstructed.  I  desire  therefore  to  put  you  on  your  guard 
and  to  say  to  you  not  to  incur  too  much  risk.  Whether  you  succeed 
or  not,  I  shall,  I  know,  be  perfectly  satisfied  with  your  efforts,  because 
I  have  every  confidence  in  your  prudence  and  determination. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

s,  ,  ,,  ,,  Flag-Officer. 

Gommander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Second  Division  TJ.  S.  Expedition,  Pamlico  Sound. 
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Expeditions  to  Edenton ,  N.  C .,  February  12, 1862 ,  and  for  the  obstruction 
of  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal. 

Preliminary  report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North  Atlantic 

Blockading  Squadron. 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Off  Roanolce  Island ,  North  Carolina,  February  14,  1862. 

Sir:  Since  my  No.  141,  a  column  of  our  vessels  lias  visited  Edenton 
and  destroyed  some  eight  guns  there.  I  have  not,  as  yet,  received  the 
official  reports  of  the  transaction.  Others  are  now  engaged  in  obstruct¬ 
ing  the  link  of  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal  connecting  North 
River  with  Currituck  Sound,  and  the  work  will  be  done  if  possible. 
There  are,  however,  serious  difficulties  attending  it. 

I  forward  herewith  a  very  remarkable  letter  from  Mr.  M.  F.  Maury, 
late  of  our  Navy,  to  Flag-Officer  Lynch,  which  was  found  among  the 
papers  of  the  latter  gentleman  when  his  vessel,  the  Sea  Bird,  was  cap¬ 
tured  by  our  forces.  Accompanying  it  will  be  found  printed  specifica¬ 
tions*  of  the  steam  gunboats  to  which  the  letter  alludes. 

The  Ellis,  the  only  vessel  of  the  enemy  in  fight  at  Elizabeth  City 
not  completely  destroyed,  is  now  one  of  the  steamers  of  our  forces. 
One  of  her  guns  is  a  rifled  32-pounder  of  57  hundredweight,  and  I 
would  be  glad  to  have  projectiles  sent  to  me  for  it.  They  are  made,  I 
think,  by  our  Army,  and  perhaps  at  Fort  Monroe.  We  have  taken 
several  of  these  guns,  which  I  propose  to  use  on  board  our  own  vessels, 
and,  therefore,  would  like  to  have  at  least  500  of  the  projectiles,  and  it 
would  be  well,  perhaps,  if  they  could  be  accompanied  by  a  suitable 
number  of  filled  cylinders. 

Until  I  receive  a  supply  of  ammunition,  we  shall  not  be  able  to  make 
any  more  offensive  movements  of  consequence. 

Albemarle  Sound  has  been  well  swept,  and  the  greatest  consterna¬ 
tion  prevails  among  the  enemy. 

When  I  come  to  give  you  the  details  of  the  doings  of  the  officers 
and  men  under  my  command  you  will,  sir,  I  well  know,  be  rejoiced  at 
the  dash  and  gallantry  they  have  displayed.  Their  deeds  are  worthy 
of  the  best  days  of  any  navy  on  earth. 

I  am  compelled  to  write  this  dispatch  very  hurriedly,  as  I  was  not 
aware  until  a  few  minutes  ago  that  an  opportunity  offered  for  sending 
communications  North. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 

P.  S.— In  our  captures  oft'  Elizabeth  City,  some  39  prisoners,  officers 
and  men,  belonging  to  the  Confederate  Navy,  were  taken  by  our  ves¬ 
sels.  I  have  put  them  all  on  parole,  as  we  could  not  conveniently  dis¬ 
pose  of  them  otherwise.  Each,  however,  was  made  to  sign  a  paper 
pledging  his  sacred  honor  that  until  duly  exchanged  he  would  neither 
take  up  arms  against  the  United  States,  serve  against  them  in  any 
manner  or  way,  nor  divulge,  to  their  prejudice,  anything  he  may  have 
heard  or  seen  during  his  captivity.  I  sent  to  General  Huger  a  full 
account  of  the  transaction.  When  I  say  all,  I  mean  all  that  "wished  to 
be  released  on  parole.  Nine  of  the  number  preferred  to  remain  with 
us  and  positively  declined  to  return  again  to  the  rebel  service  or 
country. 


*Not  found. 
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If  found  reliable,  they  will  be  shipped  by  us,  on  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance. 


[Enclosure.] 


L.  M.  G. 


Special  Service, 

Navy  Department ,  January  19,  1862. 

Dear  Lynch  :  In  my  judgment  the  greatest  loss  to  us  since  the  war 
occurred  yesterday,  when  Mr.  Tyler  died.  It  is  to  him  that  we  are 
mainly  indebted  for  these  new  sinews  to  our  naval  arm.  Your  own 
letter  was  apropos.  It  helped  the  cause  along.  I  am  very  solicitous 
that  the  enemy  should  not  be  aware  as  to  the  extent  of  our  prepara¬ 
tions,  for  there  is  no  necessity  of  letting  contractors  or  anyone  else, 
except  the  few  persons  engaged  with  this  armament  as  a  whole,  know 
the  extent  of  it.  More  is  already  publicly  known  of  it  than  I  could 
wish,  and  I  fear  the  keeping  of  it  to  ourselves  is  out  of  the  question; 
still  the  best  secrecy  is  celerity,  and  we  must  drive  ahead.  Minor  has 
the  guns  in  hand ;  most  of  the  engines  and  boilers  are  provided  for, 
and  by  the  end  of  this  week  I  hope  to  be  able  to  say  that  in  ninety 
days  or  less  all  the  hulls  will  be  ready  for  the  machinery — I  should 
have  said  the  last  hull.  These  difficulties  being  overcome,  this,  the 
great  one,  that  of  providing  officers  and  men  for  100  steam  launches, 
commences.  Pray  take  the  matter  up,  think  it  over,  and  let  me  have 
the  benefit  of  your  thoughts.  Here  is  where  we  are  at  present:  A  call 
has  been  made  upon  the  Army  for  a  transfer  to  us  of  all  the  sailors  in 
the  State,  and  a  law  lias  been  passed  offering  a  bounty  of  $50  to  all 
who  will  ship  for  the  war;  also  a  law  for  the  appointment  of  50  lieuten¬ 
ants  and  masters  during  the  war.  The  crew  of  each  boat  will  be 
about  40,  all  told.  Thus,  both  officers  and  men  have  to  be  trained  and 
drilled.  Indeed,  it  may  be  said  that  the  whole  force,  nearly,  has  to  be 
created,  for  most  of  the  officers  have  to  be  made  and  educated;  still, 
with  proper  encouragement  aud  facilities,  that,  you  will  agree  with  me, 
is  not  an  impossibility. 

We  want  100  lieutenants  to  command  these  boats.  Where  are  they 
to  come  from?  Judging  from  the  way  things  look  at  present  we  sliail 
not,  I  fear,  be  able  to  get  more  than  20  from  those  now  iu  the  Navy. 
The  new  law  for  50  will,  I  suppose,  give  us,  say,  30  who  were  formerly 
in  the  old  Navy,  and  wrho,  resigning  before  secession  commenced,  have 
not  been  admitted  into  Confederate]  N[avy].  Where  are  the  rest  to 
come  from  ?  My  own  thoughts  suggest  as  a  source  of  supply  the  edu¬ 
cated  youth  of  the  land,  young  men  of  the  best  blood,  between  the 
ages  of  18  and  25,  who  have  pride,  ancestral  renown,  and  family  repu¬ 
tation  to  encourage  them  and  to  be  sustained.  The  choice  lies  between 
this  and  merchant  captains,  pilots,  aud  watermen  generally. 

Then  there  are  wanting  100  second  lieutenants,  to  be  rated  as  such, 
or  as  masters  or  mates.  The  rating  is  immaterial;  they  are  to  be 
second  in  command  and  are  also  to  aim  the  guns.  Some  of  these  will 
come  from  the  Navy  and  some  from  those  who  resigned  more  than  a 
year  ago  from  the  old  Navy.  For  the  rest,  as  in  the  other  case,  I  would 
draw  upon  the  blood  of  the  land.  By  “blood7’  I  mean,  as  you  are 
aware,  no  particular  condition  iu  life,  but  all,  however  humble  their 
condition,  whose  hearts  glow  with  patriotism,  and  who,  in  such  a  cause, 
have  the  spirit  to  dare  and  do.  These  are  the  u  bloods 77  for  me. 

Some  of  the  boats  are  already  in  a  state  of  forwardness.  As  soon  as 
they  are  ready,  convert  them  into  school  and  training  and  practice 
ships,  send  these  young  aspirants  of  both  grades  to  them  for  drill  and 
training.  As  more  are  launched,  send  out  the  cleverest  of  them  to  help 
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as  drill  masters.  Receive  on  board  also  the  engineers  and  crew.  Have 
a  receiving  ship  near  and  draw  from  her  every  hour  or  so,  from  sunrise 
to  sunset,  a  fresh  set  to  be  drilled  and  put  through  with  all  the  motions. 
All  of  which  is  to  be  done  under  the  eyes  of  regularly  qualified  officers 
of  the  service. 

Now,  considering  our  means  and  resources,  that  all  the  vessels  are 
steamers  of  the  same  model,  and  that  they  are  intended  for  bay  and 
river  navigation  only,  I  think  that  we  can  manufacture  a  pretty  good 
set  of  officers  and  capital  guns’  crews. 

Nevertheless,  my  friend,  we  shall,  in  this,  have  among  our  brother 
officers,  I  fear,  old  notions  and  professional  prejudices  to  contend  with. 
“What,  make  a  man  a  lieutenant  who  has  never  beeu  at  sea,  and  then 
give  him  command  of  a  gunboat!” 

It  is  to  you  and  such  men  as  you  are,  my  friend,  who  are  capable  of 
viewing  such  things  by  the  lights  of  an  unbiased  mind  and  judgment, 
that  I  look  for  support  and  encouragement  in  this  scheme,  if  you  can 
chalk  out  a  better,  pray  let  me  have  it.  But  if  no  better  plan  suggests 
itself,  pray  assist  me  with  your  influence  in  gaining  countenance  and 
support  for  this. 

The  whole  expedition  is  to  be  subdivided  into  divisions  of  five  or 
ten  boats  each,  under  the  general  charge  each  of  a  regular  navy  officer, 
so  that,  as  a  rule,  the  boats  will  always  move  in  squads,  and  the 
“bloods”  will  always  have  their  leaders  to  follow.  It  is  to  be  ready  for 
sea  in  one  hundred  and  twenty  days,  I  hope. 

Not  only  so,  I  want  your  assistance  in  another  respect:  I  wish  you 
would  point  out  to  me  such  young  men  as,  in  your  judgment,  would  make 
good  lieutenants  and  masters  after  this  fashion.  I  can  not  promise 
appointments  myself,  but  I  can  bring  their  names  at  the  proper  time 
before  those  who  can  bestow  appointments. 

I  expect  my  son  John,  your  pet,  here  in  a  day  or  two.  I  shall  pro¬ 
pose  to  him  to  try  for  a  master’s  place  in  one  of  these  boats.  He  has 
been  giving  his  attention  to  drill,  naval  gunnery,  etc.  If  he  fancies 
the  idea,  I  wish  to  offer  him  as  a  pledge  of  my  faith  in  our  ability  to 
have  this  expedition  trained  and  drilled  all  ready  to  put  out  next  spring, 
in  June,  at  any  rate.  John  is  a  well-behaved  and  modest  lad.  Can 
you  let  him  come  to  you,  for  the  sake  of  the  school,  the  drill,  and  expe¬ 
rience,  till  some  of  the  boats  are  launched?  Be  candid,  my  friend,  and 
don’t  let  your  desire  to  serve  me  embarrass  you  in  any  way.  If  you 
can  give  him  any  rating  by  which,  in  case  of  accident,  he  would  be 
entitled  to  be  considered  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  so  much  the  better.  At 
any  rate,  if  you  can  take  him  as  a  supernumerary  and  work  him  up  as 
a  middy,  requiring  him  to  do  any  and  every  thing,  it  will  be  the  “very 
dandy.” 

This  is  a  long  letter.  Sleep  on  it,  and  let  me  hear  from  you  at  your 
convenience. 

The  boat  that  is  at  present  proposed  as  the  model  for  all,  is  21  feet 
beam,  112  feet  long,  and  G  feet  draft,  with  171  tons  and  an  armament 
of  a  9-inch  gun  forward  and  a  32-pounder  aft.  I  am  protesting  with  all 
my  might  against  such  a  large  boat  and  such  a  feeble  stern  gun. 

That  was  a  clean  little  dash  at  the  enemy  off  Newport  News.  How 
I  wish  old  Neptune  or  Mars  or  some  of  them  would  present  you  with 
chance  and  opportunity.  I  could  ask  the  gods  for  no  greater  favor  to 
you,  my  friend. 

Yours, 


Commodore  Wm.  F.  Lynch, 

Waters  of  North  Carolina. 


M.  F.  Maury. 
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^ •  B- — If  you  can  find  room  for  John,  Hay  what  bedding,  etc.,  in  the 
way  of  outfit  he  Khali  bring.  He  could  be  ready  to  join  you  about  1st 
February. 


Detail**!  report  of  Flag -Officer  Goldsboro  ugh,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Block¬ 
ading  Squadron. 

U.  »S.  Flao-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Roanoke  Inland ,  North  Carolina ,  February  20 ,  1862. 

•Sir:  Since  my  number  142,  I  have  received  the  official  accounts  of 
the  visits  of  our  vessels  to  Edenton,  and  also  to  the  Currituck  Canal, 
the  latter  being  the  popular  designation  of  the  link  of  the  Albemarle 
and  Chesapeake  Canal  connecting  North  River  with  Currituck  Sound, 
and  have  the  honor  to  forward  copies  of  them  to  you  herewith.  As  you 
will  perceive,  sir,  the  obstructions  of  this  link  were  mostly  the  work  of 
the  enemy.  They  are  doubtless  sufficient  to  stop  effectually  all  naviga¬ 
tion  through  the  Currituck  Canal  until  they  be  removed,  to  do  which 
will  require  no  inconsiderable  labor. 

It  escaped  me  to  mention  in  my  last  communication  that  the  light¬ 
house  at  Cape  Hatteras  may  now  be  lighted  with  perfect  safety,  and  I 
would  respectfully  suggest  that  this  should  be  done  forthwith  by  the 
directions  and  agents  of  our  Light-House  Board. 

I  also  forward  to  you  herewith  a  number  of  printed  documents  and 
manuscript  papers  found  on  board  the  enemy’s  dag-steamer  Rea  Bird 
at  the  time  of  her  capture.  Some  of  them  at  least  will  be  of  use  to  the 
Department. 

The  names  of  the  men-of-war  vessels  captured  and  destroyed  by  our 
vessels  since  we  reached  this  island  are  as  follows:  Rea  Bird,  flag- 
steamer,  destroyed;  For  rent,  steamer,  destroyed;  Curlew,  steamer, 
destroyed;  Fanny,  steamer,  destroyed;  Ellin ,  steamer,  captured;  Black 
Warrior,  schooner,  destroyed;  and  a  new  gunboat  on  the  stocks  at 
Elizabeth  City  also  destroyed,  making  seven  vessels  in  all,  and  each  of 
the  first  six,  I  may  add,  was  remarkably  -well  armed  as  a  gunboat.  All 
of  them,  except  the  Curlew,  were  destroyed  or  captured  in  the  attack 
at  Elizabeth  City,  and  it  may  be  proper  to  mention  that  the  whole  of 
them,  saving,  of  course,  the  one  on  the  stocks,  was  struck  by  our  pro¬ 
jectiles  of  one  kind  or  another  in  the  course  of  the  engagement  they 
had  with  us  off  here,  on  the  7th  instant.  The  Curlew,  during  the 
engagement  of  the  7th,  was  so  badly  injured  by  one  of  our  100-pound 
shells  that  she  was  compelled  to  seek  shelter  close  under  Fort  Forrest, 
where,  as  soon  as  onr  vessels  burst  through  the  double  row  of  extensive 
obstructions  ( formed  by  piles  and  sunken  vessels,  and  at,  as  we  are 
credibly  informed,  a  cost  of  $400,000)  in  order  to  get  at  her  and  also 
attack  the  fort,  she  was  set  on  fire  by  her  own  crew,  and  almost  simul¬ 
taneously  the  fort,  too,  shared  the  same  fate  from  the  hands  of  those 
who  were  in  it.  in  about  an  hour  afterwards,  in  the  dark  of  the  even¬ 
ing,  both  blew  up. 

May  I  be  permitted  again  to  urge  that  as  many  of  the  new  gunboats  of 
light  draft  as  can  possibly  be  dispatched  should  be  sent  to  me  at  the 
earliest  moment.  Those  having  a  rudder  at  each  end,  and  drawing  at 
most  not  over  8  feet  of  water,  are  the  only  enes  suitable  for  our  pur¬ 
poses.  I  should  be  happy  to  be  permitted  to  assign  commanders  to 
them  after  they  reach  here  from  among  the  gallant  and  tried  officers  I 
now  have  with  me,  and  to  transfer  the  individuals  who  may  bring  them 
here  to  the  vacant  commands  that  this  arrangement  will  occasion. 
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The  best  of  our  vessels  now  here  are  but  exceedingly  frail  affairs 
against  either  forts  or  batteries  of  consequence,  and  have  to  be  handled 
almost  as  carefully  as  though  they  represented  baskets  of  eggs.  Sev¬ 
eral  of  them  already  require  extensive  repairs,  more,  I  fear,  in  some 
cases,  than  we  can  effect  here  with  our  own  resources,  which,  however, 
shall  be  strained  to  the  utmost.  Their  own  guns  shake  them  so  vio¬ 
lently  that  their  much  continued  use  must  result  in  a  disintegration  of 
hulls.  Lighter  guns  would  avail  nothing  against  those  of  the  enemy, 
nearly  all  of  which  are  heavy  and  thoroughly  well  appointed.  His 
favorite  gun  is  the  32-pounder  of  57  and  63  hundredweight,  beautifully 
fortified  at  the  breech  eud  by  a  loug  and  massive  wrought-iron  cylin¬ 
drical  ring,  and  so  rifled  in  the  bore  as  to  admit  the  use  of  round  shot 
and  grape,  as  well  as  shells,  by  the  simple  interposition  of  a  junk  wad 
between  the  charge  of  powder  and  the  shot  or  stand  of  grape,  llie 
range  is  admirable.  The  charge  he  uses  is  8  pounds  of  powder,  but  our 
impression  is  that  the  quality  of  his  powder  is  quite  inferior  to  our  own, 
and  judging  from  the  flashing  of  some  of  it  on  paper,  this  is  certainly 
the  case.  All  his  forts  and  vessels  that  we  have  examined  are  provided 
with  these  guns.  Very  wisely,  in  my  judgment,  he  does  not  use  the 
percussion  fuze.  The  only  one  that  he  does  use,  so  far  as  we  can  ascer¬ 
tain,  is  the  ordinary  metallic  time  fuze,  precisely  ours,  even  to  the  run  of 
the  screw,  regulated  in  length  so  as  to  answer  up  to  twenty-five  seconds. 
In  all  our  attacks  percussion  fuzes  have  proved  not  only  worthless,  but 
dangerous  to  ourselves.  We  have  already  secured  a  number  of  his 
guns  of  the  kind  I  describe.  His  ordnance  arrangements  throughout 
exhibit  great  skill  and  ingenuity — admirable  workmanship. 

The  very  disturbed  state  of  the  people  of  North  Carolina,  their  great 
anxiety  to  ascertain  the  real  object  of  our  mission,  and  the  belief  that 
good  will  ensue,  have  induced  Geueral  Burnside  and  myself  to  issue  a 
proclamation,  a  copy  of  which  will  accompany  this. 

On  the  18th  instant  I  authorized  Commander  Rowan  to  take  with 
him  a  number  of  our  vessels  and  a  regiment  of  the  Army,  proceed  up 
the  Chowan  River,  enter  the  Blackwater  and  Nottoway  rivers,  and 
destroy  the  two  bridges  of  the  Seaboard  and  Roanoke  Railroad  crossing 
these  streams,  and  yesterday  I  authorized  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Jeffers  to  take  charge  of  an  army  stern-wheel  steamer,  with  two  of  our 
armed  launches  in  tow,  and  some  300  of  the  Army  on  board,  to  proceed 
into  Currituck  Sound  and  there  destroy  some  important  salt  works  in 
the  neighborhood  of  old  Currituck  Inlet.  Both  expeditious  are  still 
absent,  nor  have  I  as  yet  received  any  tidings  from  either  of  them, 
although  momentarily  expecting  to  hear  that  each  has  been  successful. 
I  shall  keep  this  open  to  the  last  moment  of  the  departure  of  the  Bal¬ 
timore,  under  the  hope  of  being  able  to  inform  you  certainly  of  results. 

February  21. — I  have  heard  from  both  expeditions.  Nothing,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  has  yet  been  done  in  the  way  of  accomplishing  the  objects  pro¬ 
posed.  The  salt  works  turned  out  to  be  a  worthless  concern,  and  they 
could  not  be  approached  by  the  vessel  we  dispatched,  although  she 
draws  less  water  than  anything  we  have  on  hand. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  G. 
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Report  of  Commander  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  naval  division  in  Albemarle  Sound 
transmitting  reports  of  commanding  officers  of  the  TJ.  S.  steamers  Louisiana  and  Underwriter.  ’ 

1T.  S.  S.  Delaware, 

Off  North  River ,  Albemarle ,  N.  C.,  February  13,  1S62. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  the  reports  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Mur¬ 
ray,  accompanied  by  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Jeffers, 
[to]  whom  he  had  assigned  the  duty  of  closing  the  Albemarle  and 
Chesapeake  Canal. 

The  work  was  done  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  sending  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Jeffers  in  the  stern-wheel  steamer  and  launches  for  the  purpose  of 
destroying  two  saltworks  in  Currituck  Sound,  said  to  be  about  40  miles 
from  this  end  and  owned  by  a  person  named  Williams. 

I  enclose  Lieutenant  Commanding  Murray’s  report  of  his  visit  to 
Edenton  with  a  division  of  the  flotilla  under  his  command. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Naval  Flotilla,  Albemarle  Sound. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  cf  Lieutenant  Murray,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  second  column,  regarding  the 

Edenton  expedition. 


IT.  S.  S.  Louisiana, 

Off  Elizabeth  City ,  N.  C.,  February  12 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  I  proceeded  with  this  vessel,  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  Underwriter ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Jeffers;  the  Com¬ 
modore  Ferry,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Flusser;  and  the  Lockwood, 
Acting  Master  Graves,  commanding,  to  the  city  of  Edenton,  west  end 
of  Albemarle  Sound. 

At  8:30  o’clock  this  morning  we  arrived  off  the  entrance  to  the  har¬ 
bor,  and,  after  a  careful  reconnoissance,  we  passed  in,  the  Lockwood  in 
the  advance,  to  keep  the  larger  vessels  informed  from  time  to  time  of 
the  depth  of  water  in  the  channel  or  of  the  appearance  of  earthworks 
on  the  banks. 

At  10  we  had  undisturbed  possession  of  the  town.  Part  of  a  flying 
artillery  regiment,  variously  estimated  from  100  to  300,  fled  precipi¬ 
tately  without  firing  a  shot;  many  of  the  inhabitants  also  left  in  con¬ 
sequence,  I  was  told,  of  a  vile  rumor  having  been  put  in  circulation 
by  the  panic-stricken  enemy  that  our  havoc  was  indiscriminate  at 
Elizabeth. 

I  was  happy  in  being  enabled  to  stigmatize  such  a  report  as  it 
deserved  and  to  restore  quiet  to  a  very  excited  population. 

There  are  no  fortifications  at  or  in  the  water  approaches  to  Edenton. 

Near  Hornblow’s  Point  trees  have  been  felled,  possibly  with  a  view  to 
the  construction  of  works. 

Among  the  results  of  the  expedition  are  the  destruction  of  8  cannon 
and  1  schooner  (on  the  stocks)  at  Edenton. 

We  captured  2  schooners  in  the  sound,  one  having  4,000  bushels  of 
corn. 

We- also  took  6  bales  of  cotton  from  custom-house  wharf. 
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There  were  no  public  stores  in  the  town;  the  custom-house  was 
empty. 

We  remained  two  hours  abreast  the  town,  and  were  visited  by  the 
authorities  and  others,  many  of  whom  professed  sentiments  of  loyalty 
to  the  old  Union. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Murray, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding  Second  Column  of  Naval  Division. 

Commander  Rowan, 

Commanding  Flotilla ,  Albemarle  Sound. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Murray,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  second  column,  transmitting  report  of 

Lieutenant  Jeffers,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Underwriter,  of  the  blocking  of  the 

Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal. 

U.  S.  S.  Louisiana, 

Off  North  River ,  February  13,  1862. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  enclose  Lieutenant  Commanding  Jeffers’s  report 
of  the,  blocking  up  of  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal. 

The  work  appears  to  be  effectual,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Jeffers 
having  shown  his  usual  zeal  and  intelligence  in  this  matter. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  all  engaged  in  it.  I  congratulate  you  on  our 
continued  success. 

Y ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Murray, 
Commanding  Column. 

Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Flotilla ,  etc. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Underwriter, 

Mouth  of  North  River ,  February  14,  1862. 

Sir:  On  parting  company  Avith  you  at  this  place  yesterday  afternoon 
I  proceeded  in  the  Lockwood,  Acting  Master  Graves,  accompanied  by 
the  Shawsheen  and  Whitehead,  towing  a  couple  of  schooners  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal.  On  opening  the  reach 
of  the  river  leading  to  the  canal  I  discovered  two  small  steamers  and 
three  schooners  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter  up  the  canal  and  that  the 
mouth  of  the  canal  Avas  obstructed. 

A  picket  stationed  near  the  mouth  fired  their  muskets  to  give  the 
alarm,  and  a  large  body  of  men,  whose  muskets  glittered  in  the  sun¬ 
shine,  got  under  arms  at  the  point  where  the  vessels  were. 

I  immediately  moved  up  within  a  couple  of  hundred  yards  of  the 
mouth  of  the  canal,  until  all  the  \ressels  grounded,  and  ordered  the 
Whitehead  to  open  fire  with  her  IX-inch  gun.  But  three  shells  Avere 
fired,  when  the  whole  body  precipitately  fled. 

On  going  on  shore  I  found  that  a  schooner  had  been  sunk  about  50 
yards  within  the  mouth,  supported  by  piles,  logs,  etc.,  forming  a  com¬ 
plete  barrier.  I  at  once  advanced  a  picket  of  15  men,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Acting  Master  Graves,  followed  by  the  machinists  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  with  crowbars,  mauls,  etc.  At  the  distance  of  half  a  mile  a  second 
row  of  piles  had  been  driven— they  were  at  work  on  this  when  we  sur¬ 
prised  them.  The  steamers  and  schooners  had  left  before  we  landed, 
but  a  fine,  large  dredging  machine  remained,  and  this  we  soon  saw  sink¬ 
ing.  This  sunk  diagonally  athwart  the  canal,  closing  it  entirely  for  the 
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passage  of  the  smallest  vessels,  being,  say,  10  feet  from  one  bank,  6 
irom  the  other.  The  machinery  was  entirely  destroyed  by  the  working 
party,  the  hull  above  water  burned  and  entirely  consumed. 

-A.  resident  named  Stone,  having  a  store  near  this  point,  was  inter¬ 
rogated  and  stated  that  the  force  seen  was  the  remnant  of  the  Wise 
Legion,  commanded  by  Wise  in  person,  and  numbering  600  men.  -  Cap¬ 
tain  Graves,  with  a  tew  men,  followed  their  rear  guard  to  the  county 
bridge.  This  is  the  thoroughfare  between  Currituck  and  the  upper 
counties,  and  there  was  a  battery  of  three  guns  placed  to  command  the 
canal  and  main  road.  The  guns  had  been  removed. 

In  their  haste  they  left  the  axes  used  in  destroying  the  dredging 
machine,  some  canteens,  haversacks,  and  clothing.  In'  fact,  as  a  con¬ 
traband  deserted  from  the  Legion  at  Elizabeth  City  told  me,  “Ever 
since  that  fight  in  western  Virginia,  in  which  we  lost  500  men,  we  have 
been  running  all  the  time,  and  now  they  will  never  stop  until  thev  set 
back  to  Richmond.'’ 

I  completed  the  rebel  work  by  sinking  two  schooners  in  the  mouth 
ot  the  canal  and  burning  all  that  remained  above  water.  The  work 
completed,  I  returned  to  this  anchorage. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Acting  Master  Graves  and  Assistant  Engineer 
Lay,  acting  chief  of  the  Louisiana ,  for  the  complete  manner  in  which 
my  directions  were  carried  out. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

William  R.  Jeffers, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  Murray, 

Senior  Officer,  Commanding  Expedition. 


Proclamation  issued  by  Rear-Admiral  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  and  Brigadier-General  Bum- 
side,  H.  S.  Army,  to  the  people  of  North  Carolina. 

Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina, 

February  18,  1862. 

The  mission  of  our  joint  expedition  is  not  to  invade  any  of  your 
rights,  but  to  assert  the  authority  of  the  United  States  and  to  close 
with  you  the  desolating  war  brought  upon  your  State  by  comparatively 
a  few  bad  men  in  your  midst. 

Influenced  infinitely  more  by  the  worst  passions  of  human  nature 
than  by  any  show  of  elevated  reason,  they  are  still  urging  you  astray 
to  gratify  their  unholy  purposes. 

They  impose  upon  your  credulity  by  telling  you  of  wicked  and  even 
diabolical  intentions  on  our  part,  of  our  desire  to  destroy  your  freedom, 
demolish  your  property,  liberate  your  slaves,  injure  your  women,  and 
such  like  enormities,  all  of  which,  we  assure  you,  is  not  only  ridiculous, 
but  utterly  and  willfully  false. 

We  are  Chi'istians  as  well  as  yourselves,  and  we  profess  to  know  full 
well  and  to  feel  profoundly  the  sacred  obligations  of  that  character. 

#  No  apprehension  need  be  entertained  that  the  demands  of  humanity 
or  justice  will  be  disregarded. 

We  shall  inflict  no  injury  unless  forced  to  do  so  by  your  own  acts, 
and  upon  this  you  may  confidently  rely. 

Those  men  are  your  worst  enemies.  They,  in  truth,  have  drawn  you 
into  your  present  condition,  and  are  the  real  disturbers  of  your  peace 
and  the  happiness  of  your  firesides. 
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We  invite  you,  in  the  name  of  the  Constitution  arid  in  that  of  vii’tu- 
ous  loyalty  and  civilization,  to  separate  yourselves  at  once  from  their 
malign  influence,  to  return  to  your  allegiance,  and  not  compel  us  to 
resort  further  to  the  force  under  our  control. 

The  Government  asks  only  that  its  authority  may  he  recognized,  and, 
we  repeat,  in  no  manner  or  way  does  it  desire  to  interfere  with  your 
laws  constitutionally  established,  your  institutions  of  any  kind  what¬ 
ever,  your  property  of  any  sort,  or  your  usages  in  any  respect. 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

A.  E.  Burnside, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina. 


Report  of  the  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads  regarding  the  probable 
time  for  undocking  the  C.  8.  S.  Virginia  ( Merrimack ). 

TJ.  S.  S.  Roanoke, 
Hampton  Roads,  February  12,  1862. 

Sir:  I  learn  from  a  man  (a  Russian)  sent  on  board  of  me  this  day  by 
General  Wool,  and  who  was  at  work  in  the  Norfolk  navy  yard  as  late  as 
Monday,  the  10th,  that  it  is  still  the  intention  of  the  rebels  to  bring  the 
Merrimack  down  into  these  waters.  That  vessel  is  to  be  taken  out  of 
dock  next  Monday,  but  when  she  will  be  ready  my  informant  could  not 
say,  but  probably  soon,  as  everything — provisions,  stores,  etc. — were 
being  put  into  her  while  she  was  in  dock.  This  man  says  that  the 
editorial  in  the  Day  Book  was  put  in  to  deceive  us,  and  that  the  Merri¬ 
mack  is  not  a  failure. 

I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  give  you  this  information,  and,  tru-sting 
that  we  shall  be  able  to  give  the  rebels  a  warm  reception,  1  remain, 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Report  of  the  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads  of  the  presence  in  those 
waters  of  three  French  vessels  of  war. 

IT.  S.  S.  Roanoke, 
Hampton  Roads,  February  12,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  omitted  to  report  to  you  the  arrival  in  this  place  on  the 
9th  instant  of  the  French  Government  steamer  Gassendi,  and  on  the 
same  day  the  steamer  Catinat,  which  had  sailed  a  few  days  previous  for 
Cuba,  returned  for  a  supply  of  coal.  These,  with  the  auxiliary  steam 
frigate  Pomone,  number  three  French  vessels  of  war  at  present  at  thi^ 
anchorage.  Another  small  steamer  is  daily  expected  here,  when  all  but 
the  Gassendi  will  leave  for  the  West  Indies. 

I  would  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  of  saying  to  the  Department 
that  the  kindest  feelings  exist  between  our  own  and  the  French  officers, 
and  that  I  have  heard  from  various  sources  that  Commodore  Le  Marquis 
de  Montaignac  has  been  highly  gratified  at  the  manner  he  has  been 
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received  at  tins  place,  l>otli  by  the  army  and  naval  authorities,  and  that 
n  my  numerous  interviews  with  him  he  has  not  omitted  any  opportu¬ 
nity  of  expressing  las  friendly  feeling  toward  the  United  States  1 
V  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 

tt  Captain  and,  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  m 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Cavendy ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  hark 
Oemsbok ,  regarding  the  loss  of  the  prize  schooner  Mary  E.  Pindar. 

U.  S.  S.  [Bark]  Gemsbok, 
Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia ,  February  12,  1862. 

Sir  :  It  becomes  my  duty  to  communicate  to  you  concerning  the  prize 
schoouer  Mary  E.  Pindar*  hailing  from  Edenton,  N.  C.,  and  captured 
by  this  vessel  on  the  22d  September  last. 

I  addressed  a  letter  to  Commodore  Goldsborough,  bearing  date 
Uecember  15,  enquiring  whether  any  tidings  had  been  received  con¬ 
cerning  her  or  crew.  I  feel  constrained  to  believe  that  she  must  be 
lost  or  captured. 

I  placed  her  immediately  after  her  capture  under  the  command  of 
William  E.  Burke,  master’s  mate,  and  accompanied  by  the  following- 
named  men  as  crew,  and  ordered  her  to  proceed  to  Hampton  Boads- 
Joseph  E.  Stone,  ordinary  seaman ;  Andrew  Sweeny,  landsman:  Pat¬ 
rick  Giliacer,  landsman;  John  Hunter,  landsman. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edw.  Cavendy, 

Acting  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  J).  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Arnold,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mystic, 
requesting  a  rifled  gun  for  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Mystic, 

Off  Rappahannock  River ,  February  12,  1862. 

Sir:  I  would  respectfully  ask  for  a  rifled  24-pounder  for  this  vessel. 

I  base  this  request  upon  the  following  facts,  viz:  That  the  efficient 
blockade  of  this  river  is  highly  important,  because  by  its  mouth  pass 
daily,  bound  to  Baltimore  and  sea,  a  large  number  of  vessels;  that 
upon  it  there  are  two  or  more  steamers;  that  at  Fredericksburg  there 
is  plenty  of  ship  timber  with  which  to  build  new  vessels  or  strengthen 
old  ones;  that  the  enemy  have  rifled  guns  with  which  to  arm  their  ves¬ 
sels;  that  any  rebel  officer  of  moderate  professional  abilities  might,  in 
my  opinion,  easily,  with  the  resources  that  could  be  afforded  him  at 
Fredericksburg  and  its  vicinity,  fit  out  such  a  force  as  could  in  all 
probability  drive  the  Mystic  and  Young  Rover  from  the  blockade,  or 
perhaps  worse,  defeat  them;  that  the  Mystic  has  a  battery  of  but  four 

*This  vessel  never  reached  port. — Compilers. 
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medium  32-pounders  of  33  hundred weiglit  each,  which  in  these  days  of 
rifled  guns  is  insignificant ;  that  the  lieutenant  commanding  of  the 
Valley  City ,  with  a  battery  of  four  42-pounders,  on  representing  her  as 
requiring  a  rifled  gun  for  this  blockade,  succeeded  in  getting  one;  and 
that  if  by  any  possible  chance  a  rebel  force  should  get  out  of  this  river 
and  into  the  bay,  it  would  do  more  damage  in  a  few  hours  than  forty 
rifled  guns  would  cost.  The  Mystic  in  her  present  condition  is  a  poor 
command  indeed,  and  I  feel  that  even  with  the  addition  of  a  rifled  gun 
she  would,  for  the  duty  she  is  now  performing,  be  no  more  than  simply 
respectable.  I  trust  that  the  motives  which  suggest  this  long  letter 
may  prove  a  sufficient  excuse  for  my  having  written  it,  and  that  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will  regard  the  facts  I  have  enumer¬ 
ated  as  adequate  to  meet  with  his  approval  of  my  application  for  a 
rifled  gun. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  IST.  T.  Arnold, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Coldsborough ,  TJ.  S. 

Navy ,  transmitting  enclosures  advising  the  presence  of  an  armed  vessel 

at  Chincoteague,  Va. 

Navy  Department,  February  12, 1862. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter,  dated  the  8th  instant, 
addressed  to  this  Department  by  the  Secretary  of  the  'treasury, 
together  with  a  copy  of  its  enclosure,  in  relation  to  the  importance  of 
having  an  armed  vessel  at  Chincoteague. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough  or  Senior  Officer, 

Hampton  Hoads,  Virginia ,. 

[Enclosure.] 

Treasury  Department,  February  8,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  letter  from  General 
Lockwood,  at  Drummondtown,  Ara.,  dated  the  Cth  instant,  concerning 
the  employment  of  an  armed  vessel  at  Chincoteague,  it  having  been 
represented  to  him  that  large  numbers  of  unruly  men  frequently 
assemble  in  those  waters  and  make  hostile  demonstrations  against  the 
peace  of  that  loyal  community.  As  this  is  a  matter  which  seems  prop¬ 
erly  to  belong  to  your  Department,  I  refer  it  to  you  for  such  action  as 
you  may  deem  proper. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  Chase, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Subenclosure.] 

Headquarters, 

Drummondtown,  Va.,  February  6,  1862. 

Sir:  My  attention  has  been  repeatedly  called  to  the  want  of  an 
armed  vessel  at  Chincoteague.  Mr.  Caulk,  the  inspector  at  that  place, 
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represents  to  me  that  large  numbers  of  unruly  men  frequently  assem¬ 
ble  in  those  waters  and  make  hostile  demonstrations  against  the  peace 
of  that  loyal  community.  I  furnished  Mr.  Caulk  with  a  howitzer  and 
ammunition,  and  also  with  50  stand  of  arms  for  the  protection  of  the 
island.  Subsequently,  however,  he  has  called  upon  me  and  represented 
that  a  force  on  the  water  was  necessary.  I  therefore  respectfully  sub¬ 
mit  to  the  Treasury  Department  the  policy  of  sending  a  gunboat  into 
those  waters. 

This  I  regard  not  only  as  due  to  the  loyalty  of  the  inhabitants,  but 
also  as  a  safeguard  to  the  protection  of  the  revenue. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  H.  Lockwood, 
Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Letter  from  the  ordnance  officer ,  Department  of  North  Carolina,  to 
Captain  Case,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  requesting  to  be  furnished  with  material 
for  cartridge  bags. 

Headquarters  Department  North  Carolina, 

Roanoke  Island,  February  12,  1862. 

Captain  :  There  is  in  some  of  the  captured  forts  on  the  island  a 
large  quantity  of  shot  and  shell,  but  no  cartridges.  I  have  on  board 
one  of  the  transports  a  quantity  of  powder,  but  no  stuff  for  cartridge 
bags.  If  you  have  with  you  any  flannel  or  other  stuff  which  will 
answer  the  purpose,  and  will  be  kind  enough  to  furnish  us,  I  will  be 
under  great  obligations  to  you,  as  it  will  enable  us  to  render  the  bat¬ 
teries  effective  until  I  can  obtain  a  supply  of  cartridges  from  our  own 
department.  I  can  use  to  advantage  about  80  yards,  but  will  be 
obliged  to  you  if  you  will  let  me  have  any  portion  of  the  above  amount 
that  you  can  well  spare.  Can  you  also  let  me  have  some  needles,  and 
also  enough  thread  to  make  up  the  bags? 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  W.  Flagler, 

Lieutenant ,  Ordnance  Officer,  Department  of  North  Carolina. 
Captain  Case,  IJ.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  the  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads  of  the  arrival  of  the  U.  8.  8. 

8tars  mid  Stripes  at  that  place. 

U.  S.  S.  Roanoke, 
Hampton  Roads,  February  13,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  arrival  this  afternoon  of 
the  U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes  from  Hatteras  Inlet,  with  dispatches 
from  .  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough  to  the  Department  confirming  the 
glorious  news  received  previously  from  rebel  sources.  A  bearer  of 
dispatches  will  go  in  the  boat  which  will  take  you  this. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Bryson ,  TI.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Chip¬ 
pewa,  of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  off  Nag’s  Head. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Chippewa, 

Hatteras  Inlet,  February  13, 1862. 

Sir:  I  arrived  off  Nag’s  Head  on  the  night  of  the  11th,  and  at  day¬ 
light  on  the  12th  stood  close  inshore  until  I  got  in  about  14  feet  of 
water.  Not  knowing  whether  the  enemy  were  there  or  not,  I  threw  a 
few  shell  on  shore  by  way  of  making  them  show  themselves.  It  was 
not  long  before  I  discovered  white  flags  hoisted  on  the  different  sand 
hills  and  men  approaching  the  beach  making  such  signs  as  induced  me 
to  believe  they  wished  intercourse  with  me.  I  hoisted  a  white  flag, 
manned  and  armed  a  cutter,  and  sent  her  on  shore  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Lieutenant  Gherardi,  to  communicate  with  them,  thinking  they 
could  give  me  some  information  as  to  the  whereabouts  of  your  forces.  I 
learned  from  two  of  the  men  who  came  on  board  the  gratifying  intelli¬ 
gence  that  Roanoke  Island  and  Elizabeth  City  had  been  captured  by 
your  forces.  They  also  informed  me  that  a  portion  of  the  enemy  had 
retreated  to  Norfolk,  by  way  of  Nag’s  Head,  on  the  night  of  Saturday, 
on  which  night  we  saw  a  large  fire  on  the  land,  which  those  men 
informed  me  was  the  burning  of  the  property  of  the  rebels,  set  fire  to 
by  themselves  in  order  to  enable  them  to  retreat  the  faster. 

Believing  there  could  be  no  possible  use  of  our  remaining  off  Nag’s 
Head  any  longer,  I  determined  to  proceed  at  once  to  Hatteras  Inlet  [to] 
fill  up  with  coal  and  water. 

When  the  Chippewa  left  Hampton  Roads,  we  left  suddenly;  our 
requisitions  for  stores,  etc.,  were  all  made  out  and  approved  by  the 
senior  officer  there,  but  the  demand  for  the  services  of  the  vessel  seemed 
to  be  so  great  that  I  left  without  taking  our  stores  on  board.  With  the 
exception  of  soap,  of  which  we  have  none  on  board,  I  think  I  can  make 
our  present  stock  of  provisions  last  as  long  as  our  coal. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Bryson, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  Louis  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  AFlantic  Blockading  Sguadron. 

Hattepas  Inlet, 
Morning  of  February  14,  1862. 

Str:  Since  penning  the  foregoing  I  have  received  another  report 
from  the  senior  engineer  of  this  vessel  in  regard  to  the  engines  and 
their  (in  his  opinion)  absolute  need  of  repairs.  I  directed  him  to  make 
his  report  in  writing,  which  he  has  done  and  which  I  enclose.  Under 
the  circumstances,  and  with  that  report  before  me,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to 
remain  here  until  I  shall  receive  further  instructions  from  you  I  am 
now  engaged  in  coaling,  which  I  am  getting  on  board  as  fast  as 
possible. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Bryson,  . 

Lieutenant,  Commanding . 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Chippewa, 

Hatteras  Inlet,  February  14, 1862. 

Str:  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  report  to  you  that,  after  a  careful  exami¬ 
nation  of  the  engines  and  boilers  of  this  vessel,  I  find  that  the  valve 
gcai  is  so  much  deranged  that  I  deem  it  impracticable  to  run  the 
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engines  more  than  is  absolutely  necessary  to  take  tlie  vessel  into  some 
port  where  the  facilities  can  be  obtained  for  making  the  necessary  repairs. 

the  boilers  still  leak  badly,  not  having  the  time  while  at  Hampton 
Hoads  to  make  the  necessary  repairs,  which  should  have  been  made 
immediately.  Every  day  the  engines  are  run  greatly  increases  the 
amount  ot  repairs  to  be  made  and  the  danger  of  the  engines  becom¬ 
ing  entirely  disabled. 

"V  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wi.  Musgrave, 

Second  A  ssistant  Engineer ,  in  Charge. 

Andrew  Bryson, 

Lieutenant .  Commanding. 


Instructions  from  Flag-Officer  Goldshorough ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 
i\  orth  Atlantic  Bloclading  Squadron ,  to  Lieutenant  Bryson ,  U.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Chippewa ,  regarding  the  movements  of  that  vessel. 

II.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Roanolce  Island ,  North  Carolina ,  February  19,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  your  several  communications  of  the  10th  [11th],* 
13th,  and  11th  instant,  with  the  papers  accompanying  them. 

Your  engines  and  boilers  being  entirely  new,  I  am  certainly  very 
much  surprised  at  the  reports  of  your  engineer  with  regard  to  their 
condition. 

Both  England  and  France,  as  you  may  perceive  by  the  late  papers, 
are  urging  grave  complaints  against  the  effectiveness  of  our  blockade, 
and  serious  threats  are  thrown  out  of  an  intention  to  break  it  up  unless 
it  be  more  rigidly  conducted. 

Owing  to  the  absence  of  the  Monticello  from  Wilmington,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  her  crippled  condition,  we  have  at  this  moment,  as  I  under¬ 
stand  things,  but  one  steamer  off  there,  and  this,  too,  with  vessels  in 
the  port  determined,  if  possible,  to  run  the  blockade,  and  thus  increase 
the  ground  of  difficulties  with  the  above  powers. 

This  state  of  things  renders  it  absolutely  necessary  that  you  should 
return  immediately  to  your  station  off  Wilmington,  if  it  be  possible  for 
you  to  do  so,  and  this  is  the  course  I  wish  you  to  pursue  with  the 
Chippewa. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  it  be  absolutely  impossible  for  you  to  return 
there  with  her,  and  remain  at  least  until  another  steamer  can  be  sent 
to  increase  the  present  force  (which  fact  is  to  be  ascertained  only  by  a 
compliance  with  the  accompanying  general  order  from  the  Navy  Depart¬ 
ment,  which  you  will  have  carried  out  strictly  and  impartially,  at  the 
same  time  showing  this  communication  to  the  officers  appointed  for  the 
purpose),  then  you  will  return  forthwith  to  Hampton  Hoads,  report 
yourself  to  the  senior  naval  officer  thereat,  get  your  vessel  fixed  with¬ 
out  a  moment’s  delay  by  working  day  and  night,  and  return  to  your 
station,  and,  if  you  do  go  to  Hampton  Hoads,  I  wish  you  to  say  to  the 
senior  naval  officer  that  I  wish  him  to  institute  an  additional  survey 
upon  your  engines  and  boilers,  putting  Chief  Engineer  Loring,  of  the 
Minnesota ,  upon  it. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  CfOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  Bryson, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Chippewa,  Llatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 

*  See  pp.  628. 
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Report  of  Commander  Clisson ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Mount 
Vernon ,  regarding  Confederate  vessels  engaged  in  sinking  obstructions 
in  the  Cape  Fear  River ,  North  Carolina. 

U.  S.  S.  Mount  Yernon, 

Off  Wilmington ,  N.  C.,  February  14,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  to  you  that  this  morning  at  about  8  o’clock  I 
observed  two  rebel  steamers,  having  one  schooner  and  two  lighters  in 
tow,  come  down  onto  the  inner  bar,  and  when  abreast  of  Fort  Caswell 
and  about  100  yards  distance  from  the  shore,  they  sunk  two  of  the 
lighters  and  threw  overboard  a  quantity  of  heavy  articles  from  the 
others,  with  the  evident  view  of  obstructing  the  channel. 

I  immediately  slipped  the  cable  of  this  vessel  and  stood  in  as  close  to 
the  outer  bar  as  1  could  with  safety  to  the  vessel.  I  then  fired  one  shot 
from  the  long  32-pounder  gun,  which  fell  short.  After  completing  their 
object,  the  rebel  steamers  returned  up  the  river  with  the  schooner  and 
remaining  lighters  in  tow.  Had  I  been  armed  with  a  rifled  cannon  I 
could  have  reached  the  rebel  vessels,  as  they  were  not  over  2  miles 
distant.  Everything  is  quiet  off  this  port.  My  coal  will  be  out  about 
the  10th  of  March.  We  are  all  well  on  board. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  O.  S.  Glisson, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Chaplin ,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Valley 

City,  of  the  destruction  of  the  engines  and  boilers  of  the  Confederate 

steamers  Sea  Bird  and  Fanny. 

U.  S.  S.  Valley  City, 

Off  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.,  February  14,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  12th  instant,  I  proceeded  to  the 
wreck  of  the  rebel  steamer  Sea  Bird,  accompanied  by  Second  Assistant 
Engineer  John  D.  Williamson  and  Third  Assistant  Engineer  James  B. 
Hitchcock,  for  the  x>urp°se  of  destroying  the  engines  and  boiler  of  that 
vessel. 

We  completely  destroyed  the  walking-beam,  cylinder,  air  pumps,  and 
eccentrics,  rendering  the  machinery  totally  incapable  of  further  service, 
and  finally  fired  a  32-pounder  shot  into  the  boiler. 

We  then  proceeded  to  the  rebel  (captured)  steamer  Fanny ,  and  in  a 
few  moments  so  destroyed  her  engine  and  boiler  as  to  render  them 
totally  unfit  for  future  service. 

I  cheerfully  bear  testimony  to  the  mechanical  ability  displayed  by 
Mr.  Williamson  in  carrying  through  the  work  of  demolition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Chaplin, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Flotilla ,  etc. 


Report  of  the  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads,  regarding  the  satisfactory 
condition  of  the  engines  of  the  U.  8.  S.  Miami. 

U.  S.  S.  Roanoke, 
Hampton  Roads,  February  14,  1862. 
Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  report  the  arrival  yesterday  evening  (too  late  for 
mail)  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Miami,  from  a  three  days’  cruise  at  sea,  and  am 
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happy  to  say  that  I  learn  verbally  that  her  engine  worked  very  satis¬ 
factorily.  I  hope  to  receive  the  report  of  the  board  of  examiners  in 
time  to  enclose  in  this. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Harrell ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Miami , 
regarding  a  trial  of  the  machinery  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Miami, 

Hampton  Roads,  February  14,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  return  of  this  vessel,  after  three 
days’  trial  of  her  machinery  by  the  board  of  engineers,  who  were  ordered 
for  that  purpose. 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  their  report  for  information  on  that  subject. 

The  Miami  steers  so  very  badly  as  to  jeopardize  her  safety  in  many 
situations  in  which  she  must  necessarily  be  placed. 

I  enclose  a  certificate  of  the  pilot  as  to  her  steering  qualities. 

If  I  might  be  permitted  to  make  a  suggestion,  I  would  respectfully 
request  that  a  naval  constructor  or  other  competent  person  be  ordered 
to  examine  this  vessel  before  any  orders  are  given,  in  order  to  ascertain 
what  can  be  done  to  improve  her  steering  apparatus. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  greater  rudder  surface  will  have  the  desired 
effect,  but  that  may  be  attended  with  some  difficulty,  owing  to  the  pecu¬ 
liar  formation  ot  the  bow  and  stern. 

From  my  observation  during  the  last  three  days  of  the  working  of 
the  machinery,  I  have  no  doubt  the  alterations  which  have  been  and 
are  to  be  made  will  make  her  everything  that  could  be  expected  of  a 
vessel  of  her  peculiar  construction. 

She  lias  inspired  me  with  entire  confidence,  and  when  a  remedy  is 
applied  to  her  rudder,  so  that  she  may  be  steered  with  some  degree  of 
certainty,  she  will  fully  realize  all  that  was  claimed  for  her. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  D.  Harrell, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy ,  W ashington,  1).  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

Fortress  Monroe,  February  13,  1862. 

This  is  to  certify  that  I  have  been  employed  as  pilot  on  board  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Miami.  I  have  been  to  sea  in  her  for  three  days.  I  can  say 
her  steering  qualities  are  very  bad;  it  is  as  much  as  can  be  done  to 
keep  her  within  from  two  to  three  points  of  her  course.  Running  with 
the  sea  and  wind  on  the  beam,  she  will  come  up  head  to  wind  with  her 
helm  hard  up. 

I  have  been  following  the  piloting  business  for  ten  years,  and  have 
piloted  all  classes  of  vessels,  and  I  can  say  I  never  fell  in  with  her 
match  for  bad  steering. 

Charles  Nuthall, 

Baltimore  Pilot. 
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Report  of  the  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads ,  transmuting  a  report  of 
the  hoard  of  examiners  on  the  machinery  of  the  IT.  S.  S.  Miami. 

U.  S.  S.  Roanoke, 
Hampton  Roads ,  February  15,  1862. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  the  report  of  the  board  of  examiners  on  the 
machinery  of  the  steamer  Miami ,  and  am  happy  it  is  so  favorable.  The 
diagrams,  log  book,  etc.,  go  to  you  in  a  separate  parcel  by  this  day’s 
mail. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Mar^ton, 
Captain  and.  * Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

a Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 

[Endorsement.] 

The  performance  of  the  Miami  has  been  entirely  satisfactory.  The 
cause  of  the  apparent  failure  was  simply  the  neglect  of  the  senior  engi¬ 
neer  of  the  vessel  to  examine  and  sweep  the  dues  of  the  boilers,  for 
which  I  am  of  opinion  he  is  censurable  and  should  be  reprimanded. 

B.  F.  ISHERWOOD, 

Engineer  in  Chief. 

[Enclosure.] 

IT.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads ,  February  14,  1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  order  of  Captain  Marston,  under  date  of 
the  9th  instant,  we  have  performed  the  duty  therein  assigned  us  and 
beg  leave  to  present  the  following  report: 

W e  examined  the  machinery  of  the  Miami  on  the  afternoon  of  the  9th 
instant  to  ascertain  its  condition  before  commencing  the  "trial  trip.  We 
found  the  lower  steam  valve  leaking  somewhat,  and  directed  its  exami¬ 
nation,  which  was  done  during  the  night.  Some  little  dirt  and  grit  was 
found  between  the  back  of  the  valve  and  the  saddle  plate.  This  was 
removed,  and.  on  replacing  the  valve,  it  was  found  quite  tight. 

We  started  on  our  trial  trip  about  4: 30  p.  m.  of  the  10th,  but  did  not 
commence  our  observations  until  6  p.  in.,  as  it  was  necessary  to  adjust 
some  of  the  instruments  beforehand. 

We  append  a  full  log,  with  indicator  diagrams,  which  shows  upon 
the  face  the  result  of  the  trial.  It  will  there  be  seen  that  at  no  time  was 
there  any  want  of  steam.  The  early  portion  of  the  trip  was  made  with 
the  blower  in  full  operation,  excepting  (as  will  be  seen  by  the  log)  when 
steaming  against  strong  head  wind  and  rough  sea,  at  which  time  the 
reduced  revolutions  so  increased  the  steam  pressure  as  to  render  its 
use  unnecessary.  From  10:50  a.  m.  of  the  13th  the  blower  was  shut 
oft,  the  ship  having  been  hauled  to  the  wind.  At  2 : 50  p.  m.,  the  wind 
having  come  out  abeam,  so  as  to  permit  fore-and-aft  sail  drawing,  the 
blower  was  put  on  and  the  remainder  of  the  trip  was  made  at  the  rate 
ot  9  knots.  In  light  weather  it  will  be  necessary  to  drive  the  blower 
at  its  highest  speed,  but  with  head  winds  we  are  convinced  that  the 
natural  draft  will  furnish  steam  sufficient  to  drive  the  engine  as  fast  as 
is  desirable. 

The  changes  which  we  consider  necessary  are  but  few,  and  can  easily 
be  made  here.  They  are  as  follows:  The  bridge  walls  being  only  10 
inches  high,  it  is  difficult  to  prevent  the  firemen  throwing  or  pushing 
coal  and  ashes  over  them.  This  can  be  raised  by  bricking  on  top  of 
them  without  too  much  reducing  the  area.  The  damper  registers  in 
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tlie  doors  have  little  or  no  lap,  and  when  driving  the  blower  hard  the 

the^irof  theCfi?ftmt°  ^  r<\T’  but  at  110  time  during  onr  trip  was 

cue  an  oi  the  file  room  unbearable. 

l'evobi ft m i <  nC?namend  a  SmallT  P,alley  for  «ie  blower  shaft,  that  the 
revolutions  of  the  engine  may  be  reduced.  Mr.  Danby,  the  engineer 

.  ent  by  Messrs.  Merrick  &  Sons,  and  who  accompanied  us,  fully  con- 
cui  s  with  us  m  these  conclusions  and  is  desirous  of  making  the  changes. 

he  undersigned  are  aware  that  their  duty  proper  under  their  orders 
18  completed  here,  but  it  will  not  be  out  of  place  to  state  herein^  the 

th*l?fn  +tibat  Ie-d  t0  th-6  fa,llui’e  of  the  boilers  on  the  first  trial,  and  jus- 
so  M  ^f!1]01'  engineer  of  the  ship,  perhaps,  demands  we  should  do 
.o.  (it  is  due  hnn  to  say  that,  m  all  our  experiments,  he  has  displayed 

deSairt1t°  fo.rward  them  to  a  successful  issue,  though  such  a 
unavoidably  places  him  in  a  somewhat  unenviable  position). 
The  principal  trouble  encountered  on  that  trial  arose  from  the  flues 

?h Jl8; qbeCOm<b 0bstr”cted  l)y  coal  and  ashes  pushed  or  thrown  over 
tie  bridge  walls  by  the  totally  inexperienced  firemen  composing  the 
engineer  s  gang  of  the  ship.  In  consequence  the  blast  driven  into  the  fur- 

tV?reu  findlU§  U°  PassaSe  ui to  the  pipe,  issued  through  the  doors,  filling 
tie  fire  loom  with  suffocating  gas,  driving  the  firemen  out,  and,  of 
course,  doing  no  duty  m  forming  steam;  and,  secondly, in  consequence 
of  a  misconception  of  the  relative  positions  of  the  water  gauges  and 
the  tube  sheet,  the  water  was  carried  at  the  usual  height  in  the  Mass 
which  was  much  higher  than  necessary,  and  which  so  reduced  the 
steam  space  as  to  cause  foaming  and  priming,  neither  of  which  evils 
were  experienced  by  us.  In  conclusion,  we  have  no  hesitation  in  pro¬ 
nouncing  the  ship  perfectly  seaworthy  so  far  as  her  engine  and  boilers 
are  concerned. 

^  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

Chas.  H.  Loring, 

.  Chief  Engineer  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Geo.  S.  Bright, 

First  Assistant  Engineer,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Thos.  J.  Griffin, 

Tr  _  Second  Assistant  Engineer,  U.  8.  Navv 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  ’  ^ 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  the  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads,  regarding  the  movements 

of  vessels. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Roanoke, 
Hampton  Roads ,  February  16,  1862. 

,  Sl? :  \ ^eg  leave  to  report  that  the  TJ.  S.  bark  Eernandina  sailed  this 
day  f or  Wilmington,  IS".  0. 

1  have  received  your  telegraphic  dispatch  ordering  the  Miami  to 
Baltimoie,  and  she  will  leave  this  afternoon  for  that  place  with  orders 
to  report  her  arrival  to  you. 

t  ^arf  an,{  Stripes  will  take  her  departure  for  Hatteras 

Inlet  at  o  o  clock  this  afternoon.  I  have  put  as  many  ordnance  stores 
as  it  was  possible  for  her  [toj  stow  on  board  of  her. 

4  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 

TT  TIT  Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  J).  C. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blocleading  Squadron,  to  Commander  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  naval  division  in  Pamlico  Sound,  regarding  contrabands. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Roanolee  Island,  North  Carolina,  February  16,  1862. 
Sir:  As  it  is  absolutely  impossible  for  us  to  accommodate  more  con¬ 
trabands  on  board  of  our  already  crowded  little  vessels,  I  have  to  direct 
that  no  more  of  them  are  to  be  received  on  board  any  vessel  ot  the 
Navy  now  in  these  waters.  Be  good  enough  to  communicate  this  order 
as  early  as  practicable  to  all  commanding  officers  concerned. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Commander  S.  C.  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  Naval  Division  of  U.  S.  Expedition  in  Pamlico  hound. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Monroe,  February  16, 1862. 

(Received  at  Baltimore  February  17.) 

The  propeller  Planet  arrived  this  p.  m.  from  Baltimore,  having  on 
board  the  submarine  cable  to  be  laid  across  the  bay  from  this  point  to 
Cape  Charles.  The  line  has  already  been  completed  from  Wilmington, 
Del.,  to  Cape  Charles,  and  also  from  the  headquarters  of  General  Wool, 
about  a  mile  up  the  beach,  to  the  place  selected  ior  the  crossing.  The 
line  will  be  sunk  in  a  few  days  and  as  soon  as  the  necessary  arrange¬ 
ments  can  be  made.  This  department  will  then  be  connected  directly 
by  telegraph  with  Washington  and  New  York  and  the  Government 
and  the  public  will  become  informed  of  the  important  news  transmitted 
hence  from  twelve  to  twenty-four  hours  earlier  than  at  present.  The 
line  will  be  under  the  management  of  Mr.  William  H.  Heiss,  of  the 
United  States  Military  Telegraph,  and  will  be  of  the  greatest  value  to 
the  Government.  By  a  flag  to-day  we  hear  that  Fort  Donelson  surren¬ 
dered  to  General  Grant  yesterday.  Generals  Pillow,  Floyd,  Johnson, 
and  Buckner  were  taken,  together  with  15,000  other  prisoners.  We  are 
also  informed  that  fighting  has  been  going  on  near  Savannah  and  that 
that  city  has  probably  been  captured.  Fernandina  sailed  this  after¬ 
noon.  Wind  N.  E.,  clear.  In  anticipation  of  a  visit  from  Secretary  of 
War,  Tenth  New  York  Regiment  was  ordered  to  parade  at  7  o’clock 
this  morning  and  Secretary  was  to  be  received  by  salute  and  other 
honors. 

Fulton. 

G.  Y.  Fox. 


Report  of  the  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads  regarding  the  movements  of 

vessels. 

U.  S.  S.  Roanoke, 
Hampton  Roads,  February  17,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  here  last  evening  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane,  and  herein  enclose  Lieutenant-Commander  Wain- 
wright’s  report  to  you,  by  which  you  will  perceive  that  the  Harriet  Lane 
was  slightly  injured  in  passing  the  battery  off  Shipping  Point.  This 
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injury  we  shall  be  able  to  repair  in  forty-eight  hours,  when  she  will 
proceed  to  her  destination. 

S‘  j?-  BajtimorC  Captain  Germain,  with  ordnance  stores  for 
h  Jag-Officer  Goldsborough,  also  came  in  last  evening  from  stress  of 
weather,  but  will  sail  the  first  favorable  opportunity.  The  bad  weather 
prevented  the  Stars  and  Stripes  from  leaving  here,  but  she,  too,  will  be 
oil  as  soon  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 

TT  „  Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Enclosure.] 

TJ.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane, 
Hampton  Roads ,  February  17,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  last  evening  of  the  vessel 
under  my  command  at  this  anchorage. 

I  legiet  to  say  that  on  passing  the  rebel  batteries  at  Shipping  Point 
on  the  1  otomac  River,  a  shot  from  them  took  effect  on  the  port  wheel, 
cutting  off  an  arm  and  a  portion  of  the  outer  rim.  The  master 
machinist  at  Fortress  Monroe  informs  me  that  the  damage  can  be 
repaired  in  the  course  of  two  days.  As  soon  as  completed  I  shall  at 
once  proceed  to  sea. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Wain  weight, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Harrell,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Miami, 
of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  Baltimore. 

U.  S.  S.  Miami, 

Baltimore ,  Monday,  February  17,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  vessel  at  this 
place,  in  obedience  to  an  order  received  from  Captain  John  Marston, 
senior  naval  officer  at  Hampton  Roads. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  D.  Harrell, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads, 
to  furnish  information  regarding  the  defenses  near  Norfolk. 


Navy  Department,  February  17, 1862. 
Sir:  You  will  advise  the  Department,  as  near  as  possible,  what  are 
the  defenses  at  Sewell’s  Point,  Craney  Island,  Nanseruond  River,  and 
any  other  approaches  to  Norfolk. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Captain  Jno.  Marston,  IT.  S.  Navy, 

Senior  Officer,  Hampton  Roads, 


Gideon  Welles. 
Virginia. 
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Instructions  from  Flag-  Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  to  the  senior  officer  in  Hampton 

Roads ,  urging  the  importance  of  an  effective  blockade. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Roanoke  Island ,  North  Carolina ,  February  17,  1862. 

Sir:  The  disposition  evinced  by  both  England  and  France,  as  I 
infer  from  the  papers  recently  received,  to  take  every  possible  excep¬ 
tion  at  the  management  of  our  blockade,  renders  it  of  paramount 
importance  to  the  interests  of  our  Government  that  every  exertion 
should  be  made  to  keep  it  thoroughly  effective.  It  is  therefore  incum¬ 
bent  on  me  to  urge  that  you  will  do  everything  in  your  power  to  keep 
the  vessels  detailed  by  me  to  guard  Beaufort  and  Wilmington  at  their 
stations,  and  not  to  allow  them  to  linger  longer  in  Hampton  Roads — 
when  they  come  there  for  supplies — than  is  absolutely  necessary.  As 
repairs  are  more  likely  to  involve  detention  than  supplies,  in  every 
instance  the  necessity  for  them  must  be  rigidly  investigated,  and  all 
that  are  not  really  indispensable  must  be  deferred.  In  short,  every 
expedient  that  circumstances  will  permit  must  be  resorted  to  to  keep 
the  vessels  at  their  work. 

As  the  blockade  of  the  above  ports  is  of  a  higher  consequence  than 
that  of  the  rivers  emptying  into  the  Chesapeake,  do  not  hesitate,  if 
necessary  for  efficiency,  to  send  the  Daylight  off  one  of  them,  and  a 
vessel  of  inferior  fitness,  if  at  hand,  to  take  her  place — anything  avail¬ 
able  that  will  answer  the  purpose. 

It  is  impossible  for  me,  while  in  these  waters,  to  attend  with  suffi¬ 
cient  promptness  to  the  matter  in  view,  and  therefore  I  must  and  do 
intrust  it  to  your  own  sound  discretion.  Be  good  enough  to  advise  me 
of  any  changes  of  stations  on  the  part  of  our  vessels  that  you  may 
direct,  and  of  any  steamers  fit  to  keep  the  sea  that  may  be  added  to 
our  squadron.  If  possible,  at  least  four  steamers  should  be  kept  off' 
Wilmington  and  three  off'  Beaufort.  ISTor  should  the  York  and  Rappa¬ 
hannock  rivers  and  the  station  off  Lynn  Haven  Bay  be  neglected. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Captain  John  Marston, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Frigate  Roanoke ,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. 


Report  of  the  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads ,  regarding  the  U.  S.  S. 

Stars  and  Stripes. 


IJ.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Roanoke, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  February  18,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Stars  and  Stripes  went  to 
sea  this  afternoon. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  flag-officers  commanding  block¬ 
ading  squadrons ,  transmitting  information  regarding  the  fitting  out  of 

blockade  runners  in  English  ports. 

Navy  Department,  February  18, 1862. 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  an  extract  of  a  dis¬ 
patch  dated  January  24,  1862,  received  by  the  Secretary  of  State  from 
the  U.  S.  consul  at  Liverpool,  respecting  the  fitting  out  of  vessels  at 
English  ports  with  a  view,  as  it  is  supposed,  to  run  the  blockade. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Va. 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Fareagut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Ship  Island. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Fort  Royal,  S.  C. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Key  West,  Fla. 

[  Enclosure.  — Extract.  ] 

U.  S.  Consulate,  Liverpool ,  January  24,  1862. 

Sir  :  *  *  *  The  Oreto,  a  screw  gunboat,  is  fitting  out  at  one  of 

the  docks  at  this  place.  She  is  built  of  iron  and  is  700  tons.  She  is 
reported  for  the  Italian  Government,  but  the  fact  of  the  machinery  being 
supplied  by  Fawcett  &  Preston,  and  other  circumstances  connected 
with  it,  make  me  suspicious  and  lead  me  to  believe  she  is  intended  for 
the  South. 

The  Bermuda  arrived  here  from  Havre  yesterday.  This  is  the 
steamer  which  ran  the  blockade. 

The  Helen,  Captain  Westrelay,  which  ran  the  blockade  at  Charleston 
some  time  back  (and  of  which  I  addressed  you  in  a  previous  dispatch), 
cleared  on  the  23d  instant  for  Bio  de  Janeiro  and  sailed  the  same  day. 
She  has  on  board  400  kegs  containing  shot  and  flints,  70  barrels  said 
to  contain  lead,  between  300  and  400  sheets  of  copper,  a  quantity  of 
bar  iron,  and  a  number  of  crates  said  to  contain  earthenware.  She  is  a 
bark,  340  tons,  hull  painted  black,  bottom  coppered;  “Helen,  Charles¬ 
ton,”  and  some  of  the  carvings  on  stern  painted  white,  the  remainder  of 
the  carvings  painted  black ;  scroll  for  figurehead  gilded ;  two  boats,  keels 
upward,  on  quarter-deck,  one  painted  white,  the  other,  bottom  white 
and  sides  black;  two  wood-stock  anchors  painted  red,  stocks  painted 
I5lack ;  lower  masts  painted  white,  topmasts  bright,  yards  black;  house 
and  gallery  abaft  the  foremast.  When  she  arrived  at  this  port,  she  had 
flying  the  Confederate  flag.  She  now  sails  with  the  English  flag.  1 
am  informed  she  was  formerly  the  Rowena,  of  New  York. 

A  Confederate  bark  called  the  West  India,  Captain  Foot,  arrived  here 
on  the  22d  instant,  flying  the  Confederate  flag.  She  was  loaded  with 
turpentine,  and  ran  the  blockade  at  Charleston  on  the  24tli  of  Decem¬ 
ber  last. 

D.  C.  Lowber,  W.  H.  Brynes,  P.  Schneider,  and  J.  O.  Baker  arrived 
yesterday  in  the  Etna. 

I  am,  etc.,  Thos.  H.  Dudley, 

U.  S.  Consul. 
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Report  of  Commander  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  naval  division 
in  Pamlico  Sound,  regarding  a  reoonnoissance  of  the  Chowan  lxiver, 
and  engagement  at  Winton,  N.  C.,  February  18-20,  1862. 

U.  S.  S.  Delaware, 

Croatan  Sound,  Roanoke  Island,  February  22,  1862. 
Sir:  I  left  Croatan  Sound  on  the  afternoon  of  the  18th  on  a  recon - 
noissance  of  the  Chowan  River.  The  Hunchback  and  Harney,  having 
on  board  the  Ninth  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers  (Hawkins  Zouaves), 
were  to  follow  as  soon  as  possible.  The  commanders  of  these  vessels 
were  directed  to  rendezvous  off  Edenton,  there  to  wait  my  arrival. 

I  reached  Elizabeth  City  in  this  ship  at  5 : 06  the  same  evening,  and, 
without  anchoring,  ordered  the  force  there,  consisting  of  the  Louisiana, 
Perry, Morse.  Lockwood,  and  Whitehead,  to  weigh  and  follow  me.  I  stood 
up  the  sound,  and  at  midnight  found  the  Barney  at  anchor,  ihe 
Hunchback  having  grounded  in  Croatan  Sound,  I  anchored  lor  the 
night  to  await  her  arrival.  On  the  morning  of  the  19th  I  moved  the 
force  to  the  head  of  the  sound,  and  sent  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Murray  to  make  a  reconnoissance  of  Plymouth  in  the  Lockwood.  The 
Hunchback  came  up  in  the  meantime  and  anchored.  I  determined  to 
leave  the  force  off  the  mouth  of  the  Roanoke,  to  await  Captain  Murray  s 
return,  and  started  in  this  vessel,  accompanied  by  the  Perry,  for  Win- 
ton,  for  the  purpose  of  communicating  with  the  Union  men  said  to  be 
in  arms  at  that  place,  leaving  orders  for  Captain  Murray  to  follow  me 
with  all  the  vessels  as  soon  as  he  returned.  Being  desirous  of  reaching 
Winton  at  an  early  hour,  I  directed  Captain  Quaekenbush  to  go  at  full 
speed.  At  4  p.  m.  on  the  afternoon  of  the  19th  came  in  sight  of  the 
wharf  and  houses  at  the  landing  at  Winton,  the  town  being  hid  by  a 
high  bluff  covered  with  oak  trees.  Ranging  up  past  the  wharf  and 
bluff,  where  a  negro  woman  stood,  apparently  to  assure  us  that  no 
danger  need  be  apprehended,  we  were  in  the  act  of  letting  go  the  anchor, 
when  suddenly  a  force  consisting  of  the  First  Battery  North  Carolina 
Volunteers  and  a  battery  of  light  artillery,  commanded  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  William  T.  Williams,  of  the  First  Battalion  North  Carolina  Vol¬ 
unteers,  opened  a  terrific  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery  on  this  vessel. 
Volley  succeeded  volley  in  rapid  succession,  striking  us  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  times  with  musketry,  but  his  artillery  overshot  us. 
We  were  too  close  under  the  highland  to  return  the  fire  immediately^ 
steamed  ahead  and  turned,  after  some  trouble,  and  opened  fire  from 
our  shell  gun.  The  Perry,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Flusser,  being  in 
position,  promptly  threw  a  shrapnel  among  the  forces,  which  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  this  ship  as  soon  as  Captain  Quaekenbush  could  extricate  her 
from  her  position  and  turn  the  ship  in  the  narrow  river.  I  ran  dowy 
past  the  enemy  and  anchored  my  force  about  7  miles  below  Winton. 
Colonel  Hawkins  and  1  decided  to  return  next  morning  to  Winton.  At 
early  daylight  on  the  20th  moved  up  to  Winton.  The  leading  vessels 
threw  a  few  shrapnel  on  shore  to  cover  the  landing  of  the  troops.  In 
a  few  moments  Colonel  Hawkins  had  possession  of  the  bluff,  supported 
by  two  of  our  howitzers.  The  troops  moved  back  toward  the  town 
and,  meeting  no  opposition,  entered  it  and  destroyed  a  quantity  of 
military  stores,  tents,  arms,  knapsacks,  etc.,  and  the  quarters  occupied 
by  the  troops  of  the  enemy.  I  made  signal  “  Embark  troops,”  which 
was  promptly  complied  with,  and  withdrew  my  force,  bringing  off  a 
small  schooner  found  at  the  wharf,  and  returned  to  this  place,  having 
dispatched  Lieutenant  Commanding  Flusser,  of  the  Perry,  and  the 
Whitehead  to  watch  Elizabeth  City. 
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The  officers  and  crew  of  this  ship  showed  their  usual  coolness  on  this 
trying  occasion.  I  beg  leave  to  bring  to  your  notice  Mr.  Gabaudan, 
my  clerk,  acting  as  aid  and  signal  officer,  who  was  with  Captain  Quack- 
enbusli  and  myself  on  the  upper  deck;  lie  is  desirous  of  an  appoint¬ 
ment  in  the  Marine  Corps.  I  beg  your  kind  offices  for  him.  I  must 
not  forget  to  mention  the  coolness  and  presence  of  mind  of  the  pilot, 
Nassa  Williams,  who,  in  one  of  the  most  exposed  positions  in  the  ship, 
was  true  to  his  trust  and  was  found  at  the  wheel  when  Captain  Quack- 
enbush  weut  there  to  give  him  orders.  A  sum  of  money  to  this  poor 
man  would  be  his  best  reward. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Flotilla  in  Pamlico  Sound. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  the  expedition  up  the  Chowan 
River. 


U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Roanoke  Island ,  North  Carolina ,  February  23,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  reconnoitering  expedition  sent  up  the  Chowan  River,  about 
which  I  wrote  you  in  my  communication  of  the  20th  and  21st,  has 
returned,  having  found  it  impracticable  to  ascend  the  stream  beyond 
Winton.  There  the  enemy,  in  considerable  force,  opened  a  heavy  fire 
upon  our  vessel  in  advance,  the  Delaware ,  ivith  a  battery  of  artillery 
and  musketry,  which  induced  our  force  to  attack  it  in  return,  both  by 
landing  the  Ninth  New  York  Zouaves  and  with  the  guns  of  the  vessels 
that  could  be  brought  to  bear.  The  enemy  soon  took  to  flight,  and  the 
houses  he  occupied  as  quarters  were  burned.  Not  a  man  on  our  side 
of  either  arm  was  injured. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  the  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads,  regarding  the  XI.  S.  S. 

Harriet  Lane. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Roanoke, 
Hampton  Roads ,  February  19,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  report  that  the  steamer  Harriet  Lane  went  to  sea 
at  midnight. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Report  of  the  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads ,  ac know  le dying  the  Depart¬ 
ment’s  order  regarding  the  defenses  near  Norfolk. 

U.  S.  S.  Roanoke, 
Hampton  Roads,  February  19,  1862. 
Sir:  I  am  this  day  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  17th  instant,  ask¬ 
ing  information  as  to  the  defenses  of  certain  points  in  this  vicinity,  and, 
as  soon  as  the  weather  becomes  favorable,  will  make  the  necessary 
observations  and  report  them  to  you. 

At  present  the  weather  is  thick,  with  heavy  rain. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Jeffers,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Under¬ 
writer,  of  a  reconnoissance  in  Currituck  Sound,  Febr  uary  19, 20, 1862. 

U.  S.  S.  Underwriter, 

Off  Roanoke  Island,  February  21,  1862. 

Sir:  I  submit  the  following  report  of  a  reconnoissance  up  Currituck 
Sound.  At  daylight  on  Wednesday,  the  19th,  in  accordance  with  Gen¬ 
eral  Burnside,  I  left  this  anchorage  in  the  stern-wheel  steamer  Union, 
having  on  board  the  battalion  of  the  Fifth  Rhode  Island  Arolunteers, 
commanded  by  Major  Wright,  and  two  12-pounder  rifle  guns,  towing 
two  launches  and  a  gig  manned  from  this  vessel. 

The  ultimate  destination  of  this  force  was  the  destruction  of  some 
salt  works,  said  to  exist  near  Old  Currituck  Inlet. 

With  some  difficulty,  owing  to  the  shallow  water,  we  reached  a  point 
some  10  miles  from  the  reported  location  of  the  salt  works,  where  the 
channel  became  so  exceedingly  narrow  and  crooked  that  the  steamer 
grounded  several  times  and  finally  got  fast  for  a  considerable  time 
athwart  the  channel,  a  position  from  which  she  was  extricated  with 
difficulty,  and  I  was  forced  to  return  some  distance  td  turn.  I  anchored 
for  the  night,  and  in  the  morning,  the  wind  coming  out  quite  fresh  from 
the  northward  and  westward,  I  did  not  consider  it  expedient  to  renew 
the  attempt,  satisfied  from  my  experience  of  the  day  before  in  a  calm 
that  the  vessel  was  too  unmanageable,  as  well  as  of  too  great  draft,  to 
accomplish  the  proposed  end;  moreover,  the  shift  of  wind  to  the  north¬ 
ward  would  soon  render  impassable  several  shoals  over  which  I  had 
dragged  coming  up. 

On  our  return,  Major  Wright,  myself,  most  of  the  officers,  and  a  few 
men  landed  at  places  on  both  sides  of  the  sound,  had  interviews  with 
the  residents,  and  assured  them,  both  by  our  acts  and  words,  that  the 
persons,  property,  and  rights  of  all  peaceable  inhabitants  would  be 
respected.  The  Union  feeling  is  no  doubt  strong,  but  fears  to  give 
itself  expression  until  our  occupation  has  had  a  longer  continuance. 

At  one  place  on  the  western  shore  I  destroyed  a  flat  pointed  out  to 
me  as  having  been  used  to  transport  the  rebels  iu  their  flight  from  Nag’s 
Head.  I  brought  away  a  small  schooner  used  by  them. 

By  indirect  questioning  I  heard  that  the  capacity  of  salt-making 
establishments  had  been  greatly  exaggerated;  in  fact,  that  no  works 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.  657 

exist.  A  lew  miserable  slieds  and  hovels  sheltered  some  kettles  in 
which  the  people  of  the  surrounding  country  make  a  small  supply,  prin¬ 
cipally  lor  their  own  use.  If  desirable,  with  the  further  information 
obtained  by  this  reconnoissance,  an  expedition  can  readily  be  organized 
to  destroy  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  N.  Jeffers, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborougii, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborougii ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  North 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding  the  sinking  of  the  U.  S.  S. 

I.  N.  Seymour ,  February  20 ,  1862. 

U.  S.  Flag- Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Croatan  Sound,  February  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  regret  that  I  must  inform  the  Department  that  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  February  20  the  U.  S.  S.  I.  N.  Seymour,  while  at  Hatteras  Inlet, 
stove  a.  hole  in  her  bottom  with  an  anchor,  which  had  been  left  in  the 
channel  of  the  bulkhead  by  an  army  vessel,  and  sunk  immediately  in 
9^  leet  of  water.  Everything  has  been  taken  from  her,  including  most 
of  the  machinery.  Her  present  position  is  such  as  scarcely  to  warrant 
an  effort  to  raise  her.  No  blame  can  be  attached  to  Acting  Master  F. 
S.  Wells,  her  commanding  officer.  I  have  distributed  her  officers  and 
crew  among  the  vessels  of  this  flotilla,  and  placed  Acting  Master  Wells 
in  charge  of  the  ordnance  on  board  the  chartered  schooner  Charles  S. 
Carstairs,  now  lying  in  Croatan  Sound. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Wells,  II.  S.  Navy,  late  commanding  the  U.  S.  S. 

I.  N.  Seymour,  of  the  loss  of  that  vessel ,  February  20,  1862. 

U.  S.  S.  Shawsheen, 
Croatan  Sound ,  February  24,  1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  18th  instant  to  proceed  to 
Hatteras  Inlet  with  the  U.  S.  S.  I.  N.  Seymour,  for  the  purpose  of  assist¬ 
ing  the  U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes,  etc.,  I  regret  to  inform  you  that  while 
transporting  ammunition  from  the  IT.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes  to  a 
schooner  lying  at  the  head  of  Swash  Channel  my  vessel  struck  on 
an  anchor  which  had  been  left  by  the  transport  steamer  Louisiana  in 
the  center  and  near  the  entrance  of  the  channel.  The  vessel  sunk 
before  it  was  possible  to  run  her  aground,  taking  the  bottom  in  7|-  feet 
of  water.  From  the  time  she  struck  till  she  filled  did  not  exceed  two 
minutes.  Lieutenant  Commanding  It.  Werden,  of  U.  S.  S.  Stars  and 
Stripes ,  came  promptly  to  my  assistance,  as  did  also  the  U.  S.  S. 
Shawsheen.  Lieutenant  Werden  decided  to  save  everything  possible. 
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We  worked  till  the  evening  of  the  22d  instant,  by  wbicb  time  every¬ 
thing  which  could  be  saved  was  taken  out  of  her,  and  abandoned  the 
vessel.  The  Seymour’s  crew  were  transferred  to  U.  S.  S.  Stars  and 
Stripes ,  with  the  exception  of  three  men  Avho  were  left  in  charge  of  the 
schooner  containing  machinery,  etc. 

I  remain,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  F.  S.  Wells, 

Acting  Master,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


[Endorsement.] 


I  regret  to  have  to  forward  a  communication  of  this  kind  to  the  Navy 
Department.  It  will  explain  itself.  The  loss  of  the  Seymour ,  however, 
is  of  no  material  consequence,  as  she  was  very  crank,  and  her  arma¬ 
ment  light.  Her  boiler,  too,  although  comparatively  new,  owing  per¬ 
haps  to  the  bad  quality  of  the  iron,  or  bad  usage,  was  quite  defective. 

Most  respectfully, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 


February  24,  1862. 


Report  of  Chief  Engineer  Stimers ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  trial  trip  of 

the  if.  S.  S.  Monitor. 

New  York,  February  20,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  the  ironclad  steamer 
Monitor  is  at  the  navy  yard. 

She  left  Green  Point  at  2  p.  m.  yesterday  under  steam,  but  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  engine  builders  having  set  the  cut-off  valves  for  backing, 
instead  of  her  going  ahead,  we  made  but  slow  progress,  40  revolutions 
per  minute  of  the  engines  and  3  J  knots  an  hour  of  the  vessel  being  the 
maximum  performance.  The  effect  of  this  mistake  in  the  cut-off  valves 
was  to  admit  steam  to  the  cylinder  after  the  piston  had  performed  one- 
half  its  stroke,  so  that  the  consumption  of  steam  was  equal  to  run¬ 
ning  full  stroke;  whereas  the  effect  was  only  one-half  what  was  due  to 
that  consumption,  without  expansion. 

There  was  another  difficulty:  One  of  the  blower  engines  had  a  valve 
come  off  its  stem,  so- that  during  nearly  the  whole  trip  only  one  was  in 
operation. 

We  came  to  anchor  off  the  navy  yard  at  7 : 30  p.  m.,  and  towed  her  in 
to  the  wharf  with  a  towboat  this  morning. 

In  the  operation  of  weighing  the  anchor  this  morning  I  found  that 
the  windlass  will  require  some  alterations  to  make  it  efficient.  This,  I 
think,  must  detain  us  several  days,  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  see 
Captain  Ericsson  yet  this  morning. 

From  what  I  have  seen  thus  far  I  think  your  estimate  of  her  speed 
being  6  knots  an  hour  will  prove  very  correct,  though  Captain  Ericsson 
feels  confident  of  8. 

Aside  from  the  foregoing  easily  adjusted  difficulties,  everything  was 
perfectly  satisfactory. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Alban  0.  Stimers, 

Superintendent. 

Commodore  Joseph  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Chief  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Bocks ,  Navy  Bept.,  Washington ,  B.  C. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Worden ,  IT.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  the  IT.  S.  S.  Monitor ,  to  proceed  with  that  vessel  to  Hampton 
Hoads. 

Navy  Department,  February  20, 1862. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Monitor,  under  your  command,  to 
Hampton  Eoads,  Virginia,  and  on  your  arrival  there  report  by  letter  to 
the  Department.  Commodore  Paulding  has  been  instructed  to  charter 
a  vessel  to  accompany  the  Monitor,  provided  none  of  our  vessels  are 
going  south  about  the  time  she  sails.  Transmit  to  the  Department  a 
muster  roll  of  the  crew  and  a  separate  list  of  the  officers  of  the  Monitor 
before  sailing  from  New  York. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Lieutenant  John  L.  Worden, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ironclad  Steamer  Monitor,  New  York. 


Report  of  the  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads,  regarding  the  defenses  near 

Norfolk. 

IT.  S.  S.  Eoanoke, 
Hampton  Roads,  February  21, 1862. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  wishes  to  have  the  Department 
advised  as  nearly  as  possible  what  are  the  defenses  at  Sewell’s  Point, 
Craney  Island,  Nansemond  Eiver,  etc.,  I  beg  leave  to  report  that  as 
near  as  can  be  ascertained  from  observation  and  from  contrabands  the 
battery  at  Sewell’s  Point,  on  the  water  side,  consists  of  at  least  20 
guns,  all  in  barbette,  and  in  a  well-constructed  fort.  In  the  rear  of  this 
battery  is  another,  intended  to  defend  the  land  side.  The  strength  of 
this  latter  is  not  ascertained,  but  it  mounts  several  heavy  guns.  The 
whole  of  Craney  Island  is  a  fortified  camp,  mounting  at  least  30  guns, 
perhaps  more,  bearing  directly  down  the  river.  Above  Craney  Island 
and  below  the  hospital  is  another  battery  mounting  7  guns,  which  rake 
the  whole  channel.  The  sloop  of  war  Germantown  is  also  anchored  off 
Craney  Island,  and  has  6  or  8  guns.  Between  Sewell’s  Point  and 
the  land  opposite  the  Eip  Eaps  are  several  guns  mounted,  of  a  large 
caliber,  but  which  are  hidden  from  view  by  the  trees.  At  Pig  Point  is 
a  well-constructed  battery  mounting  8  or  9  guns;  and  up  the  Nanse¬ 
mond  are  two  other  batteries,  apparently  small;  also  to  the  north  and 
east  of  Pig  Point  are  two  5-gun  batteries,  but  not  as  formidable  as  that 
on  the  point.  These  constitute  all  the  defenses  of  the  approach  to  Nor¬ 
folk  of  which  I  have  any  information. 

By  a  dispatch  which  I  received  late  last  evening  from  General  Wool, 
I  learn  that  the  Merrimack  will  positively  attack  Newport  News  within 
live  days,  acting  in  conjunction  with  the  Jamestown  and  Yorktown  from 
James  Eiver,  and  that  the  attack  will  be  at  night.  I  can  only  regret 
that  the  Roanoke  should  be  without  an  engine,  and  has  a  deficiency  of 
180  men  in  her  crew;  but  you  may  be  assured  we  shall  do  our  best. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough ,  II.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  to  Acting  Master  Germain,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Baltimore ,  to  proceed  with  that  vessel  to  Washing¬ 
ton ,  _D.  (7. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina ,  February  21, 1862. 
Sir:  You  will  return  to  Washington  City,  I).  C.,  with  the  Baltimore 
under  your  command. 

On  your  way  there  you  will  stop  at  Hampton  Roads,  deliver  to  the 
senior  naval  officer  all  the  mail  bags  placed  on  board  of  you,  and  request 
him  to  have  the  letters  forwarded,  via  Baltimore,  at  the  earliest  possi¬ 
ble  moment;  or  in  other  words,  mailed  at  Fort  Monroe.  Show  him  this 
communication. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Acting  Master  Chas.  Germain, 

Commanding  Steamer  Baltimore. 


[Telegram.] 


Washington,  D.  0.,  February  21,  1862. 

It  is  very  important  that  you  should  say  exactly  the  day  the  Monitor 
can  be  at  Hampton  Roads.  Consult  with  Commodore  Paulding. 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 


J.  Ericsson,  Esq., 

Constructor  of  Iron  Battery,  New  York,  N. 


Y. 


Report  of  the  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads,  regarding  the  defective 
condition  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Whitehall. 

U.  S.  S.  Roanoke, 
Hampton  Roads,  February  22,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  steamer  Whitehall  surveyed,  and  both  her  ma¬ 
chinery  and  hull  are  very  defective,  particularly  the  latter;  and  it  is 
highly  probable,  when  her  engine  is  removed,  it  will  be  discovered  to  be 
still  more  so  than  it  is  now  supposed  to  be,  and  possibly  so  rotten  as 
not  to  [be]  worth  the  expense  of  repairing.  Under  these  circumstances 
I  would  recommend  that  she  should  be  sent  to  Philadelphia,  or  some 
other  navy  yard,  where  she  will  be  under  the  special  supervision  of  a 
naval  commandant,  who  can  decide  whether  she  is  worthy  of  repairs. 
If  she  goes  to  Baltimore  and  gets  into  the  hands  of  outside  mechanics 
I  fear  the  cost  will  be  very  great. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hou.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 
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Report  of  the  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads,  referring  to  the  chartered 

schooner  L.  B.  Myers  and  the  expected  attach  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Virginia 

(Merrimack). 

IT.  S.  S.  Boanoke, 
Hampton  Roads ,  February  22 ,  1862. 

Sir:  The  schooner  L.  B.  Myers  is  now  loading  with  provisions  of  all 
kinds,  except  sugar,  of  which  there  is  none  here.  If,  however,  there 
had  been,  the  schooner  could  not  have  taken  it,  as  she  is  full  even  to 
the  cabin;  the  sugar,  however,  will  be  forwarded  by  the  first  opportu¬ 
nity.  I  enclose  invoice  and  bill  of  lading,  all  of  which  I  hope  will 
arrive  in  good  time.  I  have  directed  Captain  Somers  (a  grand-nephew 
of  Tripoli  Somers)  to  go  directly  up  the  sound  to  any  point  where  you 
may  be.  He  is  well  acquainted  in  those  waters,  having  been  an  old 
trader  there,  and  as  his  vessel  will  draw,  when  light,  only!  feet,  he  may 
be  able  to  render  you  some  service.  I  also  enclose  to  you  the  charter 
of  the  L.  B.  Myers ,  signed  by  Captain  Somers  and  myself.  Captain 
Somers  will  sail  as  soon  as  the  weather  is  favorable.  At  present  it  is 
not  so — thick  and  rainy. 

The  different  ships  of  your  squadron  hoisted  at  sunrise  this  morning 
the  American  flags  at  the  main  and  mizzen,  with  French  flag  at  the 
fore.  At  12  o’clock  all  the  ships  having  proper  armament  will  fire  a 
salute  of  thirty- four  guns.  I  have  deviated  from  the  general  order  rel¬ 
ative  to  salutes,  believing  in  this  period  of  the  history  of  our  country 
the  whole  Union  should  be  represented.  I  communicated  yesterday 
with  Commodore  le  Marquis  de  Montaignac  and  informed  him  of  the 
programme,  and  he,  with  much  courtesy,  replied  that  he  should  partici- 
pate  in  it,  and  at  sunrise  the  four  French  vessels  now  here  hoisted  the 
American  flag  at  the  fore  and  French  flags  at  the  main  and  mizzen,  and 
the  Pomone  will  fire  thirty-four  guns  at  12  o’clock. 

I  would  remark  that  much  kindness  of  feeling  exists  between  the 
marquis  and  myself.  A  few  days  since  I  received  a  note  from  him  writ¬ 
ten  on  red,  white,  and  blue  paper,  with  the  American  coat  of  arms  at  the 
corners,  surrounded  by  the  motto,  “  Union  and  the  Constitution.”  This 
may  be  a  small  affair,  and  it  may  be  a  significant  sign,  for  I  can  hardly 
think  the  marquis  would  have  done  such  a  thing  had  he  not  received  a 
hint  from  higher  authority. 

We  are  still  in  expectation  of  a  visit  from  the  Merrimack.  Bight 
before  last  General  Wool  sent  me  off  a  dispatch  he  had  received  from 
Norfolk,  informing  him  that  u the  Merrimack,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Yorlctown  and  Jamestown ,  would  attack  Newport  News  within  the  next 
five  days;  the  attack  will  be  at  night.”  When  I  think  of  this  ship’s  crip¬ 
pled  condition — no  engine  and  180  of  her  crew  deficient — it  makes  me 
sick  at  heart;  but  we  shall  do  the  best  we  can.  We  are  all  ready  to 
slip,  and  have  the  Young  America  and  Dragon  to  attend  us.  The  Cohas- 
set  and  Zouave  are  at  Newport  News,  and  the  Rescue  is  intended  to 
cripple,  if  possible,  the  rudder  of  the  Merrimack. 

You  will  observe  that  the  charter  of  the  L.  B.  Myers  allows  us  to  keep 
her  one  month,  or  thirty  days,  and  afterwards  $22.50  for  every  day’s 
detention;  but  if  you  should  discharge  her  within  the  specified  month, 
she  will  still  be  entitled  to  the  sum  of  $G00. 

Trusting  that  everything  will  reach  in  safety  and  in  good  time,  I 
remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsboroitgh, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hatter  as  Inlet. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Secretary  of  the^Navy,  trans¬ 
mitting  information  regarding  the  expected  attach  upon  Newport  News 

by  the  C.  S.  steamers  Virginia  [Merrimack),  Yorhtown ,  and  Jamestown. 

War  Department, 

Washington  City,  J).  G .,  February  22,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  and 
official  action  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  just  received  by  special  messenger 
from  General  John  E.  Wool,  commanding  at  Fortress  Monroe. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  February  20,  1862. 

Sir:  I  hasten  to  send  the  copy  of  the  dispatch  just  received  from 
Norfolk.  In  five  days  the  Merrimack  (steamer),  in  conjunction  with  the 
Yorhtown  and  Jamestown,  will  attack  Newport  News,  supported  by  a 
land  force.  The  attack  will  be  made  in  the  night.  We  want  a  larger 
naval  force  than  we  have  at  present.  I  will  be  prepared  for  them  on 
the  land.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ought  to  be  informed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  E.  Wool, 

Major-General. 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 

P.  S. — The  dispatch  alluded  to  I  sent  to  Gape  Charles  to  be  tele¬ 
graphed.  Major  Jones,  aid-de-camp,  who  went  there  with  the  dispatch, 
has  not  yet  returned.  It  being  half  past  4  p.  m.,  I  forward  my  dis¬ 
patches  by  a  special  messenger.  I  intended  to  have  done  so  yester¬ 
day,  but  was  prevented  by  the  early  departure  of  the  steamer. 

John  E.  Wool, 

Major-  General. 


Letter  from  the  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads  to  Flag-Officer  Golds- 
borough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
regarding  affairs  in  that  vicinity. 

U.  S.  S.  Roanoke, 
Hampton  Roads,  February  23,  1862. 
My  dear  Goldsborough  :  I  have  this  moment  heard  that  the 
steamer  Eastern  State  leaves  in  au  hour  for  Hatteras,  and  I  avail  myself 
of  the  opportunity  to  say  that  the  L.  B.  Myers,  with  your  provisions, 
stores,  etc.,  is  loaded,  and  will  sail  as  soon  as  the  weather  is  favorable 
for  her.  I  have  kept  for  her  all  my  letters,  papers,  etc.,  as  I  have 
ordered  her  to  go  directly  to  you,  no  matter  where  you  may  be.  If 
you  should  get  this  first,  you  can  send  orders  to  the  inlet  in  case  you 
would  not  wish  the  L.  B.  M[yers]  to  come  up  the  sound  to  you. 

Van  Brunt  has,  I  presume,  kept  you  fully  posted  in  everything  that 
is  going  on,  but  really  I  have  not  had  time  even  to  write  to  Mrs.  M. 
The  Department  keeps  me  employed  constantly.  To-day  a  double  mail 
came,  and  I  have  been  half  crazy. 
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I  bear  that  General  Wool  and  staff  have  gone  by  invitation  to 
Norfolk.  I  am  inclined  to  think  it  is  Craney  Island  and  not  Norfolk. 
Bnt  what  he  can  be  invited  over  there  for  I  can  not  conceive,  unless 
they  are  inclined  to  give  up.  The  blow  you  gave  them  at  Roanoke, 
followed  by  the  victory  at  Donelson,  has  staggered  the  rebels  a  great 
deal,  and  I  should  not  be  surprised  to  hear  of  anything.  You  know 
General  McClellan  said  some  time  since  that  when  the  rebellion  began 
to  go  it  would  go  quickly. 

We  got  through  the  22d  very  well,  though  the  weather  was  wretched. 
The  French  commodore  participated  with  us,  which  I  acknowledged  in 
a  letter  this  morning. 

But  I  must  hurry,  or  I  shall  miss  the  opportunity.  [Win.]  Smith  is 
detached  from  the  C[ongr ess]  and  ordered  south;  no  substitute.  Liv¬ 
ingston  is  relieved  on  a  sick  ticket,  and  Commander  Radford  has  taken 
command  of  the  Cumberland. 

Remember  me  most  kindly  to  Case,  and  also  all  my  friends,  and 
believe  me,  in  much  haste,  truly  and  affectionately,  yours, 

John  Marston. 

Flag-Officer  Goldsborough. 


Letter  from  Captain  Van  Brunt ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Min¬ 
nesota,  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  referring  to  the  expected  attack  of  the 
C.  8.  S.  Virginia  ( Merrimack ). 

IT.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  February  23,  1862. 
My  Dear  Goldsborough:  I  have  this  moment  learned  that  the 
Eastern  State  is  to  leave  for  Hatteras  this  evening,  and  I  only  write 
this  to  tell  you  that  we  are  all  well  on  board  and  anxiously  expecting 
the  long-looked-for  Merrimack.  We  are  told  that  she  came  out  of  dock 
on  Monday  last  and  is  everything  they  expected  to  make  her;  in  other 
words,  a  complete  success.  We  are  all  ready,  and  the  sooner  she  gives 
us  the  opportunity  to  test  her  strength  the  better. 

I  send  you  your  trunk  containing  clean  clothes  for  you  and  Case. 
There  have  been  several  arrivals  of  troops  here  within  a  few  days 
(about  4,000),  all  of  which  have  been  immediately  sent  to  Newport 
News,  as  General  Wool  believes  a  combined  attack  will  be  made  upon 
that  point. 

I  send  you  all  the  late  papers  with  your  mail,  which  will  give  you  all 
the  glorious  news  from  the  West.  I  think  it  rather  unfortunate  that 
the  Western  victory  came  so  immediately  after  yours,  as  it  had  a  tend¬ 
ency  to  throw  yours  in  the  shade;  however,  you  will  give  them  some 
more  glorious  news  soon.  I  see  by  last  accounts  from  Hatteras  that 
you  are  again  preparing  to  be  off.  If  there  is  anything  I  can  do  for 
you  here,  it  will  give  me  pleasure  if  you  will  inform  me. 

I  hope  Henry  [Yan  Brunt]  executed  his  mission  to  Washington  to 
your  satisfaction. 

Please  remember  me  affectionately  to  Case  and  Rowan,  and  believe 
me,  my  dear  Goldsborough, 

Your  friend,  truly  and  affectionately, 

Yan  Brunt. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flay- Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.S. 

Navy ,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding 

Acting  Master  Robinson ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Navy  Department,  February  24, 1862. 

Sir:  Major-General  McClellan  desires  the  services  of  John  F.  D. 
Eobinson,  who  is  supposed  to  be  a  pilot  or  master’s  mate  in  some  one 
of  the  vessels  under  your  command.  If  he  can  be  spared,  you  will 
send  him  to  Washington.  Should  the  public  service  admit  of  your 
returning  to  Hampton  Eoads  within  two  weeks,  you  will  report  in 
person  to  the  Department. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Wtelles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Roanoke  Island. 


Confidential  letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer 
Goldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadron ,  regarding  proposed  operations. 


Navy  Department,  February  24,  1862. 

My  Dear  Sir:  An  official  letter  goes  to-day  stating  that  the 
Department  would  like  to  see  you  in  two  weeks,  if  the  public  service 
will  admit. 

General  McClellan  is  cutting  out  some  big  work,  which  requires  your 
cooperation ;  but,  as  our  army  friends  change  their  minds  pretty  often, 
I  would  not  leave  anything  undone  which  you  may  have  in  hand,  as  we 
can  write  again  if  the  matter  gets  urgent.  The  general  tells  me  that 
he  has  written  to  Burnside  to  press  the  New  Berne  and  Beaufort  mat¬ 
ter  as  the  most  important.  I  think  that  plan  the  best,  as  it  gives  us  a 
fine  base  to  push  any  number  of  troops  into  the  interior,  so  that  with 
North  Carolina  and  Tennessee  in  our  possession,  or  nearly  so,  we  divide 
them. 

The  Powhatan  will  be  ready  in  about  three  months.  I  do  not  see  why 
Eowan  should  not  have  her  for  that  gallant  dash  past  their  forts. 

How  came  that  80-pounder  rifled  gun  to  burst"?  Maury’s  letter  has 
been  published.  The  rebels  are  getting  it  all  round,  but  it  is  not  yet 
finished. 

Yours,  truly, 


G.  V.  Fox. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Flye,  U.  S.  Navy  late  command¬ 
ing  U.  S.  S.  R.  B.  Forbes,  regarding  the  loss  of  that  vessel,  February 
25,  1862. 

IJ.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Eoanoke, 
Hampton  Roads,  February  27,  1862. 
Sir:  I  regret  to  have  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  IJ.  S.  S. 
R.  B.  Forbes,  under  my  command,  was  wrecked  about  1  o’clock,  on  the 
morning  of  the  25th  instant,  about  4  miles  to  the  south  of  Currituck 
Inlet. 
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.  I  sailed  from  New  York  in  company  with  the  U.  S.  gunboats  West- 
field,  Clifton,  and  J.  P.  Jackson,  having  received  orders  from  Com¬ 
mander  D.  D.  Porter  to  accompany  them  to  the  south  of  Cape  Hatteras. 

During  a  severe  gale  on  the  24th  instant,  the  gunboats  stood  in  to 
the  N.  and  W.,  the  if.  B.  Forbes  following  them.  I  was  on  deck  until 
midnight.  My  orders  to  the  officers  of  the  watch  were  to  follow  astern 
of  the  1  Vest-field .  About  twenty  minutes  of  1,  on  the  morning  of  the 
25th,  Acting  Master  J.  H.  Hammond,  who  was  officer  of  the  watch, 
informed  me  that  the  gunboats  were  standing  to  the  eastward.  I 
ordered  him  to  go  about  and  follow  them,  but  had  hardly  given  the 
order  before  the  Forbes  struck  the  ground.  The  engines  were  immedi¬ 
ately  reversed  to  endeavor  to  back  her  off,  but  it  was  without  any 
effect.  The  vessel  soon  settled  so  much  in  the  sand  that  one  of  the  pro¬ 
pellers  was  broken  and  the  others  would  not  work.  As  soon  as  it  was 
light  I  succeeded  in  landing  all  my  crew  and  most  of  their  effects.  Early 
yesterday  morning  the  gunboat  Young  America  came  to  our  assist¬ 
ance.  As  it  was  utterly  impossible  to  expect  that  the  R.  B.  Forbes 
could  ever  be  got  off,  1  deemed  it  my  duty  to  destroy  her,  so  that  she 
might  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels. 

Therefore,  having  saved  as  much  of  the  Government  property  as  was 
possible,  I  set  her  on  fire,  and  then  embarked  all  of  my  officers  and  men 
on  board  the  Young  America.  We  reached  the  U.  S.  steam  frigate 
Roanoke  last  evening.  As  soon  as  possible  I  shall  forward  to  the 
Department  a  list  of  the  property  saved  from  the  wreck. 

I  respectfully  request  that  a  court  of  enquiry  may  be  ordered  in 
regard  to  the  circumstances  of  the  loss  of  my  vessel. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  Flte, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Commander  Roivan,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  naval  division  in 
Pamlico  Sound,  to  Lieutenant  Franklin,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  forward  by  flag 
of  truce  a  letter  from  Major-General  Huger ,  C.  S.  Army. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Delaware, 
Roanoke  Lsland,  February  25,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  receive  by  the  Shawsheen  a  letter  from  Major-General 
Huger,  commanding  Department  at  Norfolk,  which  you  will  please  for¬ 
ward  to  Elizabeth  City  in  one  of  your  boats  with  a  judicious  officer 
under  a  flag  of  truce.  You  will  direct  the  officer  not  to  remain  a 
moment  after  delivering  the  letter,  nor  allow  the  crew  to  hold  any  con¬ 
versation  with  the  people  on  shore. 

I  send  the  Shawsheen  to  relieve  the  Whitehead.  You  will  please 
order  the  commander  of  the  Whitehead  to  report  to  me  without  delay, 
directing  him  not  to  laud  on  the  river  or  hold  communication  with  the 
shore  on  his  way  hither. 

Captain  Behrn  will  be  very  vigilant  to  guard  against  surprise  at  night 
from  boats  or  vessels,  and  keep  slip  buoys  on  his  chain  in  case  of  surprise. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  Bowan, 

Commanding  Naval  Flotilla,  Pamlico  Sound. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Franklin,  or,  in  his  absence, 

Captain  Behm, 

[Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant]. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  transmitting 
information  regarding  the  building  of  the  Confederate  gunboat  Oreto. 

Navy  Department,  February  25, 1862. 
Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  an  extract  of  a  dis¬ 
patch  dated  the  4tli  instant,  received  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  from 
the  U.  S.  consul  at  Liverpool,  relative  to  the  gunboat  Oreto  or  Oretis. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Consulate, 
Liverpool ,  February  4 ,  1862. 

Sir:  In  my  last  two  dispatches  I  called  attention  to  the  iron  screw 
steam  gunboat  Oreto  or  Oretis ,  being  built  at  Liverpool  and  fitted  out 
by  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.  She  is  now  taking  in  her  coal,  and  appear¬ 
ances  indicate  that  she  will  leave  here  the  latter  part  of  this  week  with¬ 
out  her  armament.  The  probability  is  she  will  run  into  some  small 
port  and  take  it  and  ammunition  on  board.  This  of  itself  is  somewhat 
suspicious.  They  pretend  she  is  built  for  the  Italian  Government,  but 
the  Italian  consul  here  knows  nothing  about  it.  There  is  much  secrecy 
about  her,  and  I  have  been  unable  to  get  anything  definite  about  her, 
but  my  impressions  are  strong  that  she  is  intended  for  the  Southern 
Confederacy.  She  has  one  funnel,  three  masts,  bark-rigged,  eight  port¬ 
holes  for  guns  on  each  side,  and  is  to  carry  10  guns. 

The  brigantine  Fanny  Lewis ,  loaded  with  cotton  and  rosin,  under  the 
Confederate  flag,  from  Charleston,  arrived  here  last  night.  She  left 
Charleston  about  the  1st  of  January. 

#*##### 

Thos.'H.  Dudley. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Mansfield ,  U.  S.  Army ,  commanding  at 
Camp  Butler ,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  diagram' and 
information  regarding  the  York  River  batteries. 

Newport  News, 

Camp  Butler,  February  25,  1862. 

Sir:  I  wrote*  to  you  the  other  day,  and  then  stated  I  would  send 
you  further  information. 

Accordingly,  I  enclose  a  sketch,  which  is  a  diagram,  in  which  I  have 
written  facts  which  you  can  rely  on.  I  think  it  important  the  Navy 
should  be  in  possession  of  all  matter  against  which  it  may  have  to  con¬ 
tend  before  the  war  be  over. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  F.  Mansfield, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


See  p.  671. 
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[Enclosure.] 

1.  At  Gloucester  Point  there  are  14  large  coluuibiads  on  the  water 
battery. 

2.  At  Yorktown  there  are  three  batteries,  one  of  4,  one  of  7,  and  one 
of  3  heavy  columbiads  on  the  water  battery. 

3.  At  2  miles  below  Yorktown  at  m,  concealed  in  the  wood,  are  two 
batteries  on  the  water,  of  Dahlgren  guns  each,  and  completely  masked, 
only  intended  to  be  used  when  vessels  are  engaged  with  other  batteries. 


4.  At  a  there  are  2  rifle  guns  that  can  fire  on  both  water  and  land. 

5.  At  bbb  b  are  4  columbiads. 

6.  At  c  c  c  c  are  4  carronades. 

7.  At  Ship  Point  (supposed  to  be  York  Point  on  the  map)  are  10  navy 
columbiads  in  a  water  battery. 

8.  At  /are  23  bales  of  cotton  piled,  and  at  g  about  20  bales  cotton 
and  tar  in  barrels  (supposed  to  be  ready  for  fire  vessels  to  descend  on 
our  shipping). 
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9.  A  telegraph  extends  along  the  belted  road  to  York  [Yorktown?], 
and  thence  to  Williamsburg. 

10.  Two  schooners  with  2  pivot  guns  each  at  the  month  of  the  river 
(station). 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Yavy, 
Gideon  Welles. 

This  information  I  have  from  a  reliable  source.  The  sketch  I  have 
drawn  simply  as  a  diagram. 

J.  K.  F.  Mansfield, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  at  Cam])  Butler. 


Report  of  the  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads  regarding  the  condition 
and  movements  of  the  U.  S.  vessels  in  those  waters. 

U.  S.  S.  Roanoke, 
Hampton  Roads,  February  26,  1862. 

Sir:  I  am  in  receipt  this  day  of  your  letter  of  the  17th  instant,  and 
in  reply  beg  leave  to  say  that,  with  you,  I  am  fully  alive  to  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  keeping  a  rigid  and  strict  blockade.  Circumstances,  however, 
have  been  such  as  to  prevent  the  fulfillment  of  my  wishes  on  that  point 
being  carried  out  as  closely  as  I  could  wish.  The  steamers  Albatross 
and  Monticello  are  now  at  Baltimore,  having  been  condemned  for 
repairs  by  aboard  of  survey.  Both  these  vessels  will  now  soon,  I  hope, 
be  in  readiness  to  resume  their  stations. 

The  only  vessel  of  the  blockading  force  now  here  is  the  Gemsbok, 
having  come  for  repairs  and  provisions,  and  as  soon  as  she  can  get  her 
wood  she  will  again  go  south. 

■The  tug  11  hitehall  has  been  found  so  rotten  that  I  have  written  to 
the  honorable  Secretary  for  permission  to  send  her  to  Philadelphia, 
doubting  in  my  own  mind  whether  she  is  worth  repairing.  Mr.  Thomp¬ 
son,  carpenter  of  the  Minnesota,  says  he  does  not  know  what  prevents 
her  whole  bottom  falling  out,  so  perfectly  rotten  are  her  timbers  and 
keelson.  The  Cohasset  has  been  found  to  leak  so  badly  that,  after  hav¬ 
ing  had  a  survey  held  on  her,  I  have  ordered  her  to  Baltimore.  She 
could  not  be  repaired  here,  as  she  must  go  on  or  into  a  dock. 

This,  you  will  observe,  reduces  our  tug  force  very  much,  which,  at 
this  time,  when  we  are  expecting  the  Merrimack,  is  felt  most  sensibly. 

1  have  received  an  order  from  the  Department  to  send  the  Congress 
to  Philadelphia  as  soon  as  the  St.  Lawrence  arrives  at  this  place  I 
have  before  informed  you  that  Captain  Smith,  of  the  Congress ,  lias 
been  detached  and  is  ordered  south.  He  is  still  here. 

On  the  24th  we  had  the  heaviest  gale  from  the  northwest  that  has 
been  known  for  many,  many  years,  and  I  trust  it  did  not  injure  your 
tleet.  the  schooner  A.  B.  Myers,  with  provisions,  stores,  etc.,  for  you, 
sailed  a  short  time  previous  to  its  commencement,  but  as  she  is  a  stroim 
and  stanch  vessel  I  do  not  have  any  apprehensions  for  her  safety^ 
1  he  gale  has  caused  sad  havoc  to  the  steamers  of  the  bomb  fleet.  The 
Clifton  and  John  P.  Jackson  came  in  yesterdav  much  disabled,  and  I 
have  ordered  both  to  Baltimore  for  repairs.  The  R.  B.  Forbes  is  on 
shore  about  25  miles  south  of  Cape  Henry,  and  I  fear  she  will  be  lost 
1  sent  the  tug  Young  America  last  evening  to  her  assistance,  and  I  prav 
she  will  arrive  in  time  to  afford  it.  I  endeavored  to  get  the  Spaulding 
from  tlie  Quartermaster’s  Department  to  go  down,  but  was  unsuccess 
tub  This  morning  I  sent  the  Cambridge.  The  Spaulding,  which  came 
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in  yesterday  afternoon  and  reported  tlie  Forbes  on  sliore,  says  her  flag 
was  union  down  and  her  foremast  gone.  The  sea  was  too  high  for  the 
Spaulding  to  go  to  the  assistance  of  the  Forbes. 

The  steamer  Westfield ,  Commander  Renshaw,  sailed  in  company  with 
the  Clifton ,  John  P.  Jackson,  and  Forbes,  and  as  nothing  has  been  heard 
of  her  I  can  not  but  have  serious  apprehensions  for  her  safety.  I  shall 
send,  this  by  first  opportunity;  at  present  time  there  is  none. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough. 


Report  of  the  senior  officer  hi  Hampton  Roads  of  the  departure  of  the 

French  f  r  igate  Pomone. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Roanoke, 

Hampton  Roads,  February  26,  1862. 
Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  report  that  the  French  frigate  Pomone  went  to 
sea  this  morning,  leaving  the  Gassendi  and  Gatinat  here. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  the  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads  of  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S. 

vessels  Chippewa  and  Amanda. 

U.  S.  S.  Roanoke, 
Hampton  Roads ,  February  26,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival^  this  evening  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Chippewa  and  bark  Amanda. 

The  former  brings  an  order  from  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough  to  have 
her  machinery  surveyed,  and  the  latter  comes  from  oft'  Wilmington, 
FT.  C.,  for  provisions,  stores,  etc.,  and  for  repairs. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  U.  S.  Navy ,  of  the  expected  sailing  of 

the  U.  S.  S.  Monitor. 

New  York,  February  26,  1862. 

Sir:  The  Monitor  would  have  gone  to  sea  this  morning,  but  was 
detained  for  her  ammunition.  At  dusk  this  evening,  however,  the  last 
shell  was  snugly  stored,  and  we  sail  at  daylight  iu  the  morning,  unless 
the  weather  prove  unfavorable. 
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The  draft  of  water,  taken  at  the  extremes  of  upper  vessel,  is:  For¬ 
ward,  9  feet  2  inches;  aft,  10  feet  5  inches;  mean  draft,  9  feet  9J  inches. 
She  has  SO  tons  of  coal  in  the  bunkers,  wliich  will  lighten  the  stern  as 
it  comes  out,  and  I  consider  it  advisable  that  she  shall  always  trim  by 
the  stern  at  sea,  as  when  a  sea  breaks  over  the  bow  it  has  to  sustain 
the  superincumbent  weight  of  the  wave  while  it  rolls  across,  which,  of 
course,  depresses  it,  and  if  we  trimmed  to  an  even  keel  in  smooth  water 
we  would  always  be  down  by  the  head  when  underway  in  rough  weather. 

I  have  not  yet  had  time  to  describe  her  completely  to  you,  and  per¬ 
haps  had  better  defer  it  now  until  called  upon  by  you  to  give  you  the 
“list  of  omissions”  contemplated  in  the  contract. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Alban  C.  Stimers, 

Superintendent. 

Commodore  Joseph  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Dept.,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Worden,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Monitor, 
of  the  departure  and  return  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Monitor. 

U.  S.  S.  Monitor, 

New  York,  February  27,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Monitor,  under  my 
command,  left  the  navy  yard  this  morning  to  proceed  to  sea.  In  going 
down  the  East  Fiver  she  steered  so  very  badly  that  I  deemed  it  advis¬ 
able  not  to  proceed  farther  with  her.  I  therefore  returned,  and  am 
now  at  anchor  off  the  navy  yard. 

Chief  Engineer  Stimers  will  immediately  call  on  Mr.  Ericsson  to 
ascertain  from  him  what  he  proposes  to  do  to  remedy  the  defect  in  her 
steering  apparatus. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  L.  Worden, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  senior  officer  in  Hampton 
Roads,  transmitting  information  regarding  the  breach  of  blockade  in 
York  River  by  the  schooners  Thomas  Benjamin  and  Mary  Fllen. 

Navy  Department,  February  27,  1862. 
Sir:  Your  attention  is  invited  to  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  letter, 
dated  the  24th  instant,  addressed  to  the  Department  by  Brigadier- 
General  Mansfield,  commanding  at  Camp  Butler,  Newport  News,  who 
states  that  he  has  reliable  information  that  two  schooners,  the  Thomas 
Benjamin  and  Mary  Fllen,  run  the  blockade  at  the  mouth  of  York  Fiver 
about  once  a  fortnight. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Captain  John  Marston, 

Senior  Officer,  Hampton  Roads,  Virgmia, 
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[Enclosure.] 

Camp  Butler,  Newport  News ,  February  24,  1862. 

Sir  :  From  reliable  information  I  am  able  to  inform  you  tliat  two 
gaff-topsail  schooners,  Thomas  Benjamin  and  Mary  Ellen ,  run  the 
blockade  at  the  mouth  of  York  Biver  about  once  a  fortnight,  with 
valuable  return  cargoes.  Where  they  obtain  their  cargoes,  whether 
at  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  New  York,  etc.,  I  am  unable  to  say. 

I  think  it  would  be  well  to  trace  these  vessels  at  some  one  of  our 
large  ports.  They  probably  take  oysters  or  sweet  potatoes  as  far  as 
Maryland  and  get  in  return,  perhaps,  salt,  percussion  caps,  coffee, 
sugar,  etc. 

I  shall  write  to  you  again  in  a  few  days  and  give  you  an  account  of 
sundry  batteries  and  masked  batteries  from  Yorktown  to  the  mouth  of 
the  river. 

Very  sincerely  and  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  F.  Mansfield, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding  at  Camp  Butler. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Brigadier-  General  Mansfield , 
If.  S.  Army,  commanding  at  Newport  News,  returning  thanks  for 
information  regarding  the  breach  of  blockade  at  the  mouth  of  York 
Biver. 


Navy  Department,  February  27, 1862. 

[Sir:]  The  Department  returns  its  thanks  for  your  letter  of  the  24th 
instant.  The  senior  commanding  naval  officer  at  Hampton  Bonds  has 
been  written  to  concerning  the  two  schooners  that  are  in  the  habit  of 
running  the  blockade  at  the  mouth  of  York  Biver,  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  has  been  also  addressed  on  the  subject,  so  that  the 
vessels  may  be  traced  to  their  port  of  clearance,  if  possible,  and  such 
action  taken  as  tlnB  case  demands. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 


Brigadier-General  J.  K.  F.  Mansfield, 

Newport  News. 


Report  of  the  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads,  acknowledging  the  Depart¬ 
ments  information  regarding  the  breach  of  blockade  at  the  mouth  of 
York  River. 

IJ.  S.  S.  Boanoke, 
Hampton  Roads,  February  28,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  27th  instant,  enclosing  me  a  letter  from  General  Mansfield,  copies 
of  which  will  be  sent  to  the  commanding  officer  off  the  York  River  by 
the  earliest  opportunity. 

I  beg  leave  to  report  that  the  Gemsbok  went  to  sea  this  day. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  1).  C. 
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Letter  from  Captain  Van  Brunt ,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Min¬ 
nesota,  to  Flag-Officer  Qoldsborough ,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  regarding  affairs  in 

Hampton  Boads. 

U.  S.  Ship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  February  28,  1862. 

My  Dear  Goldsborough  :  I  send  by  the  Thomas  Jefferson  all  the 
letters  and  the  latest  papers.  The  boat  did  not  arrive  from  Baltimore 
this  morning’  until  10  o’clock.  I  am  told  she  was  detained  to  bring  the 
news  that  General  McClellan  had  made  a  forward  movement,  and  there 
is  a  rumor  that  General  Banks  had  been  repulsed  at  Winchester,  Va., 
and  another  that  he  had  been  taken  prisoner.  All  the  means  of  con¬ 
veyance  had  been  seized  to  convey  troops  from  Washington.  One 
thing  is  certain,  they  are  fighting  on  the  Potomac.  I  will  send  you  the 
result  by  the  earliest  conveyance.  You  know  how  little  reliance  can 
be  placed  upon  reports,  but  I  give  you  what  I  have  heard  within  the 
last  hour.  We  shall  undoubtedly  know  more  [by]  to-morrow’s  boat.  I 
sincerely  hope  the  report  respecting  Banks  is  not  true. 

We  have  nothing  new  here;  all  is  quiet.  The  Merrimack  is  still 
invisible  to  us,  but  report  says  she  is  ready  to  come  out.  I  sincerely 
wish  she  would;  I  am  quite  tired  of  hearing  of  her. 

What  are  you  doing?  The  last  we  heard  of  you  was  that  you  were 
preparing  for  another  expedition.  Go  ahead  and  prosper  is  the  earnest 
wish  of  all  your  friends.  For  myself,  I  am  heartily  sick  of  this  state  of 
inactivity.  They  are  sending  down  troops  here  slowly,  and  I  presume 
an  attack  upon  Norfolk  is  contemplated,  but  when !  That  is  the 
question. 

The  R.  B.  Forbes  went  on  shore  about  25  miles  south  of  Cape  Henry 
in  the  gale  on  Monday  last.  W e  sent  down  the  Young  America,  brought 
up  the  officers  and  crew,  and  such  articles  as  could  be  saved,  and  burned 
her.  The  Young  America  arrived  just  in  time  to  prevent  them  all  from 
becoming  prisoners,  as  a  rebel  force  was  then  in  sight. 

The  chaplain,  Mr.  Jones,  has  just  come  in  and  says: 

General  Banks  lias  crossed  tlie  Potomac  with  40.000  men,  and  that  General 
McClellan  has  gone  to  his  assistance  with  30,000.  I  send  you  these  reports  as  they 
were  given  to  mo.  One  thing  is  certain,  ‘‘  Something  is  up.” 

******* 


Van  Brunt. 


Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hatteras  Inlet. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Burnside,  TJ.  8.  Army,  commanding 
Department  of  North  Carolina ,  to  Commodore  Goldsborough,  TJ.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  requesting 
transportation  for  troops. 

Thursday,  February  28,  1862. 

My  Dear  Commodore:  I  looked  for  you  to-day  until  1  o’clock. 
Hope  you  will  come  ashore  to-morrow  with  Captain  Case,  take  a  ride, 
and  dine  with  us  at  3  o’clock. 

I  have  organized  two  bridge-burning  parties,  one  for  New  Berne  and 
the  other  for  Washington  [N.  C.].  They  want  to  start  at  8  o’clock 
to-morrow  morning,  and  are  fully  equipped  with  boats,  provisions,  etc., 
but  want  to  be  transported  to  Brant  Island  [North  Carolina].  Is  it 
possible  for  you  to  send  one  of  the  boats  that  you  intend  to  remain 
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below,  to  carry  them  down  that  far?  I  feel  sure  they  will  accomplish 
the  work. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

A.  E.  Burnside. 

[Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsboroitgil] 


Report  of  the  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads ,  referring  to  the  wreck  of 

the  U.  S.  S.  R.  B.  Forbes. 

U.  S.  S.  Roanoke, 
Hampton  Roads ,  February  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  Since  I  wrote  to  you  on  the  26tli  instaut,  my  fears  relative  to 
the  safety  of  the  R.  B.  Forbes  have  been  realized.  On  the  evening  of 
the  26th  the  tug  Young  America  returned  to  this  place,  with  all  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  Forbes ,  having  found  that  vessel  on  shore  and 
a  total  wreck,  about  4  miles  from  Currituck  Inlet.  Previous  to  leaving 
the  Forbes ,  all  her  small  arms,  chronometers,  spyglasses,  etc.,  were  put 
on  board  the  Young  America,  when  she  was  tired,  and,  as  reported  by 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Flye,  totally  destroyed.  We  have  on  board 
all  the  officers  (13)  and  men  (51)  of  the  Forbes. 

I  have  informed  the  Department  of  the  loss  of  the  Forbes,  and 
enclosed  the  reports  of  her  commander.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  I 
believe  the  Westfield  is  safe,  as  a  large  ferryboat  steamer  was  seen  on 
the  25th  instant,  20  miles  north  of  Cape  Hatteras,  standing  to  the 
southward. 

Since  my  last,  the  Chippeica  and  the  Amanda  have  come  in  for  stores, 
provisions,  and  repairs.  The  former  I  hope  to  make  short  work  of,  and 
get  her  away  again  in  two  or  three  days.  The  latter  has  been  handled 
rather  roughly  by  the  constant  bad  weather,  and  will  require  some 
repairs,  but  you  may  be  assured  she  will  not  be  detained  a  moment 
longer  than  is  necessary.  I  received  yesterday  from  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  Arnold  the  report  of  the  survey  on  the  engine  of  the  Mystic. 
That  report  I  submitted  to  Chief  Engineer  Loring,  asking  his  opinion 
what  had  better  be  done,  and  that  officer  recommended  that  the  Mystic 
should  come  here,  as  she  could  be  of  no  service  off  the  Rappahannock, 
and  all  her  repairs  could  be  done  at  this  place.  I  have  accordingly 
ordered  Lieutenant  Arnold  to  come  here  with  the  Mystic  as  soon  as 
possible. 

I  need  not  say  to  you  how  anxious  I  feel  at  this  constant  decrease  of 
the  blockading  force,  but  under  the  circumstances  it  could  not  bo 
avoided,  and  I  hope  soon  to  have  everything  straight  again.  The 
Gemsbok  has  gone  to  sea. 

I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Chief  Engineer  Stimers ,  U.  S.  Nary,  of  the  readiness  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Monitor  for  another  triad. 

Yew  York,  February  28,  1862. 

Sir:  The  Monitor  left  the  navy  yard  yesterday  morning  for  Fortress 
Monroe,  but  did  not  proceed  far  before  it  was  ascertained  that  the  man, 
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at  tlie  wheel  had  not  sufficient  command  over  the  rudder  to  enable  him 
to  steer  the  vessel,  and  we  returned  to  the  anchorage  off  the  yard, 
where  she  now  lies. 

Captain  Ericsson  is  now  multiplying  the  power  of  the  wheel  over 
the  rudder,  and  will  have  it  ready  for  another  trial  by  to  morrow  night. 

I  consider  that  if  we  can  efficiently  command  the  rudder,  we  can  steer 
the  vessel  with  ease.  In  this  opinion  I  am  not  sustained  by  Com¬ 
mander  Worden,  who  desires  me  to  state  to  you  that  he  would  like  to 
have  a  board  of  three  officers  to  accompany  us  on  a  trial  trip  of  twenty- 
four  hours,  to  test  the  steering  qualities  of  the  vessel  after  the  present 
change  is  completed. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ' 

Alban  C.  Stimers, 

Superintendent. 

Commodore  Joseph  Smith,  IT.  S.  ETavy, 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks ,  Navy  Dept.,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Passage  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Nashville  into  Beaufort ,  N.  6’.,  February  28 , 1862. 
[For  reports  of  this  affair,  see  Yol.  1,  p.  332.] 


Report  of  Commander  Oils  son,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mount 
Vernon,  of  assistance  rendered  by  that  vessel  to  the  IT.  8.  transport 
Mississippi,  February  28,  1862. 

IT.  S.  S.  Mount  Yernon, 

Off  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  March  1,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  report  to  you  that  yesterday  I  discovered  a  vessel  to 
the  southward  and  eastward.  At  11  a.  m.  I  got  underway  and  stood 
for  her  and  soon  discovered  her  to  be  a  vessel  on  shore  on  the  Frying 
Pan  Shoals.  On  a  nearer  approach  she  proved  to  be  a  large  steamer 
with  the  American  ensign  hoisted  [union]  down.  We  were  soon  boarded 
by  a  boat  containing  an  army  officer,  who  informed  me  that  the  vessel 
was  the  steam  transport  Mississippi  from  Boston  for  Ship  Island,  Miss., 
having  Major-General  Benjamin  F.  Butler  and  1,400  troops  on  board. 
I  approached  her  cautiously,  sending  a  boat  in  charge  of  Acting  Mas¬ 
ter  Henry  L.  Sturges  to  sound  between  us  and  the  Mississippi.  At 
half  past  3  p.  m.  we  were  enabled  (though  at  a  great  risk  to  this  vessel) 
to  anchor  sufficiently  near  to  send  a  hawser  to  the  steamer.  We 
steamed  ahead  and  succeeded  in  moving  her  about  half  her  length 
ahead,  and  in  hauling  her  head  around  about  two  points,  but  at  about 
5  o’clock  we  found  this  vessel’s  head  paying  off  broadside  onto  the  shoal 
and  were  compelled  to  let  go  the  hawser.  Her  head  still  paying  off, 
we  let  go  the  starboard  anchor  to  get  the  vessel’s  head  to  the  wind  and 
sea.  She  then  struck  heavily  on  the  shoal  three  times,  and  we  were 
obliged  to  slip  the  cable  and  steam  ahead  to  clear  the  shoal.  In  steam¬ 
ing  ahead  the  buoy  rope  of  the  slipped  cable  got  foul  of  the  propeller 
and  we  had  to  stop  the  engine  and  cut  it,  thereby  losing  the  starboard 
bow  anchor  and  15  fathoms  of  chain  cable,  but  saving  the  ship.  1  sent 
Acting  Master  Henry  L.  Sturges  on  board  the  Mississippi  to  assist  in  get¬ 
ting  her  off.  She  was  leaking  badly  in  the  forward  compartment,  that 
compartment  being  filled  with  water  up  to  the  berth  deck,  in  spite  of  the 
bailing  of  the  troops,  which  was  continued  through  tlie  night.  They 
kept  throwing  overboard  provisions  and  other  heavy  articles  to  lighten 
the  ship,  and  all  of  our  boats  were  kept  assisting  those  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  in  transporting  the  troops  to  this  vessel  to  lighten  her  further.  I 
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received  Mrs.  General  Butler  and  lier  attendant  on  board  this  vessel. 
At  about  7  p.  m.,  when  we  had  received  about  300  troops  on  board,  we 
had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  Mississippi  come  off  the  shoal.  I  imme¬ 
diately  weighed  anchor  and  proceeded  very  cautiously  into  deeper  water, 
displaying  lights  to  guide  the  other  vessel.  At  midnight  both  vessels 
anchored  off  Bald  Head  light-house.  This  morning  we  transferred  the 
troops  to  the  Mississippi;  also  Mrs.  General  Butler  and  attendant.  I 
am  thankful  to  be  able  to  report  to  you  that  we  were  instrumental  in 
saving  this  noble  ship  with  her  large  number  of  passengers;  it  also 
affords  me  much  gratification  to  have  to  inform  you  that  every  officer 
and  man  under  my  command  exerted  himself  to  liis  utmost  abilities  in 
this  noble  cause.  The  damage  and  loss  sustained  by  this  vessel  is 
trivial  when  compared  with  the  saving  of  the  lives  of  1,400  persons  who 
were  on  board  the  Mississippi. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  S.  Glisson, 
Commander ,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer,  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Glisson ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mount 

Vernon ,  regarding  the  capture  by  that  vessel  of  the  schooner  British 

Queen. 

U.  S.  S.  Mount  Yernon, 

Off  Wilmington ,  March  1 , 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  this  morning  about  10  o’clock  I  observed 
a  sail  to  the  southward  and  westward.  I  immediately  weighed  and 
proceeded  in  chase.  On  my  approaching  her  she  hoisted  an  English 
ensign,  union  down. 

On  boarding  her,  I  found  her  to  be  the  British  schooner  British 
Queen ,  of  and  from  Nassau,  New  Providence,  for  Baltimore,  with  a 
cargo  consisting  of  1,500  bushels  of  salt,-  23  bags  of  coffee,  and  some 
ship  stores.  The  master  of  her  is  a  North  Carolinian ;  his  manner  was 
suspicious  and  his  statements  were  contradictory.  I  therefore  sent  an 
officer  and  crew  on  board  of  her  and  towed  her  up  to  this  place.  A 
further  search  disclosed  an  American,  a  Spanish,  and  secession  flag  in 
addition  to  the  English  one  that  was  hoisted.  This  fact,  added  to  that 
of  her  cargo,  consisting  of  articles  much  needed  by  the  rebels,  con¬ 
vinced  me  that  it  was  her  intention  to  run  the  blockade,  or,  failing  in 
that,  to  run  his  vessel  on  shore.  I  therefore  detailed  Acting  Master 
John  D.  Barclay,  of  this  vessel,  to  take  her  to  the  port  of  Philadelphia 
for  adjudication,  with  the  following  crew,  viz:  John  Newitt,  gunner’s 
mate;  William  Boston,  seaman;  George  Han  ell  and  George  W.  Hill, 
ordinary  seamen.  I  also  send  in  her  the  master’s  mate,  one  passenger, 
and  two  of  the  seamen  of  the  schooner. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  O.  S.  Glisson, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[P.  S.] — Names  of  the  passengers,  mate,  and  crew  of  the  captured 
schooner  British  Queen,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence,  captured  by  the 
U.  S.  S.  Mount  Vernon ,  off  Wilmington,  N.  O.,  March  1,  1862,  and  now 
on  board  the  Mount  Vernon: 

James  Hawthorne,  passenger;  William  Russell,  mate;  John  Cum- 
mktgs,  seaman;  John  A.  Smith,  seaman. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Worden ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Monitor , 
of  the  expected  sailing  of  that  vessel  from  New  Yorlc. 


U.  S.  S.  Monitor, 

Navy  Yard,  Neic  Yorlc ,  March  1,  1862 — 10:30  a.  m. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  vessel,  under  my  command, 
is  on  the  point  of  leaving  her  anchorage  here  to  proceed  to  sea. 

I  send  herewith  a  list  of  the  officers  and  a  muster  roll  of  the  crew. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  L.  Worden, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

New  York,  March  1 ,  1862. 

Your  dispatch  is  just  received.  Captain  Ericsson  will  have  com¬ 
pleted  some  changes  in  the  steering  gear  to-morrow,  and  we  make  a 
trial  trip  on  Monday  morning. 

John  L.  Worden, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

G.  Y.  Fox. 


Report  of  the  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads  regarding  the  departure  of 

the  U.  S.  S.  Miami. 


U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Roanoke, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  March  2,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Miami  sailed  this 
evening. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
transmitting  letter  from  Mayor-General  Wool,  U.  S.  Army,  requesting 
protection  for  transports. 

War  Department, 
Washington  City,  D.  C.,  March  3,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  by  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  a  copy  of  a  communication  addressed  to  him  by 
Major-General  John  E.  Wool,  and  to  request  you  to  inform  this  Depart¬ 
ment  whether  or  not  the  Navy  can  furnish  the  gunboats  or  afford  the 
protection  desired  for  the. transport  service  at  Fortress  Monroe. 

Y ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  Watson, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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[Enclosure.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe ,  Va.,  February  28,  1862. 

Sir:  Owing  to  the  exchange  of  prisoners  and  other  duties,  I  am  not 
able  to  fulfill  my  promise  of  yesterday.  I,  however,  avail  myself  to  say 
that  I  want  one  or  two  gunboats,  with  two  guns  each.  The  Navy  has 
but  one  fit  for  use  in  this  harbor,  and  that  can  not  be  spared  for  the 
service  I  require.  1  have  a  steamer  that  plies  daily  between  this  post 
and  Newport  News,  which  transports,  back  and  forth,  large  amounts 
of  property  and  soldiers.  As  the  enemy  have  several  tugboats  that 
ply  about  Sewell’s  Point,  Craney  Island,  and  Pig  Point,  I  am  not  with¬ 
out  apprehensions  we  may  lose  the  steamer,  and  perhaps  a  large 
amount  of  stores,  including  ammunition,  arms,  etc.  As  the  Navy  can 
not  furnish  me  with  the  requisite  protection,  I  hope  you  will  be  able  to 
obtain  two  boats  to  be  at  my  disposal  for  the  protection  of  our  common 
steamers,  which  could  be  sunk  by  a  single  ball,  or  at  least  captured. 
We  have  but  recently  lost  a  schooner  for  the  want  of  this  protection. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  E.  Wool,  1 
Major-  General. 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  regarding 

protection  for  transports. 

Navy  Department,  March  5, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  3d  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  one  addressed  to  you  by  Major- 
General  John  E.  Wool,  asking  for  two  gunboats,  etc. 

Flag-Officer  Goldsborough  has  withdrawn  the  class  of  vessels  desired 
by  Major-General  Wool,  for  operations  in  the  North  Carolina  waters. 
It  is  presumed  that  he  will  soon  return  with  most  of  them.  Until  that 
period  arrives,  this  Department  has  no  other  force  to  place  at  Hampton 
Roads. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Report  of  the  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads  regarding  the  injuries 
received  by  TJ.  S.  vessels  in  a  gale. 

U,  S.  Steam  Frigate  Roanoke, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  March  4,  1862. 

Sir:  I  regret  to  inform  you  that  during  the  heavy  gale  of  last  night 
the  U.  S.  steamers  Chippeica  and  Mystic  drifted  foul  of  each  other  and 
both  vessels  seriously  damaged.  The  U.  S.  bark  Amanda  also  received 
injury;  all  of  which  I  shall  endeavor  to  repair  as  soon  as  the  proper 
surveys  are  held  on  them.  The  Minnesota  and  this  ship  escaped  almost 
by  a  miracle. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Report  of  Flag- Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy, -commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Sqtiadron ,  regarding  the  increase  of  armament  of 
the  U.  S.  steamers  Commodore  Perry  and.  Commodore  Barney. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Croatan  Sound,  March  4,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  having  increased  the  armament 
of  the  steamers  Commodore  Perry  and  Commodore  Barney  by  giving 
them  each  two  32-pounders,  captured  from  the  enemy  at  Fort  Forrest, 

N.  0.,  on  the  8tli  February,  as  follows: 

Commodore  Perry. — One  32-pounder,  No.  9,  47  cwt.  2  qrs.  15  lbs.; 

O.  A.  &  Go.;  date,  1846;  inspector’s  initials,  G.  A.  M.  One  32-pounder, 
No.  13,  47  cwt.  3  qrs.  17  lbs.;  0.  A.  &  Go.;  date,  1846;  inspector’s 
initials,  G.  A.  M. 

Commodore  Barney. — One  32-pounder,  No.  15,  51  cwt. ;  T.  F. ;  J.  E.  A. ; 
date,  1847 ;  inspector’s  initials,  J.  S.  C.  One  32-pounder,  No.  7,  47  cwt. ; 
G.  A.  &  Co.;  date,  1846;  inspector’s  initials,  G.  A.  M. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Gaptain  A.  A.  Harwood, 

Chief  of  Bureau  Ordnance  and  Hydrography, 

Navy  Department ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  II.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding  changes  of  armament  of  the 

TJ.  S.  vessels  Granite  and  Hetzel. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Croatan  Sound,  March  4,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  32-pounder,  57  hundred¬ 
weight,  mounted  on  the  sloop  Granite,  has  been  transferred  from  her  to 
the  steamer  Hetzel ,  to  supply  the  place  of  the  rilled  80-pounder  burst 
in  the  action  of  the  7th  February. 

Also  that  a  rifled  32-pounder  (bore  6.4),  captured  on  board  the 
steamer  Fanny  at  Elizabeth  City,  has  been  mounted  on  board  the 
sloop  Granite  on  a  pivot  carriage  captured  at  Fort  Forrest. 
Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

v  Flag-  Officer. 

Gaptain  A.  A.  Harwood,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 

Chief  of  Bureau  Ordnance  and  Hydrography, 

Navy  Department,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads, 
regarding  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Monitor. 

Navy  Department,  March  4, 1862. 
Sir:  Did  lieutenant  Commanding  Harrell  make  any  report  of  the 
performance  of  the  Miami  from  Baltimore  to  Old  Point? 

Do  not  allow  the  Monitor  to  go  under  fire  of  the  enemies’  batteries, 
except  for  some  pressing  emergency,  until  further  orders  from  the 
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Department.  Her  commander  should  exercise  his  men  at  the  guns, 
and  in  all  respects  prepare  for  serious  work. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Captain  John  Marston, 

Senior  Officer ,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


Order  of  the  commandant  navy  yard ,  New  York ,  to  Lieutenant  Worden, 

TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Monitor,  to  proceed  with  that  vessel 

to  Hampton  Roads. 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  March  4, 1862. 

Sir  :  When  the  weather  admits  you  will  proceed  with  the  Monitor 
under  your  command  to  Hampton  Roads  and  on  your  arrival  report 
to  the  senior  naval  officer  there. 

I  have  hired  the  steamer  James  Freeborn  to  tow  the  Monitor,  and 
have  also  directed  the  propellers  Sachem  and  Currituck  to  attend  on 
you  to  the  mouth  of  the  Chesapeake.  If  it  should  be  necessary  to 
retain  them  longer,  you  are  authorized  to  do  so.  When  you  shall  have 
no  further  occasion  for  the  Freeborn,  be  pleased  to  give  the  captain  a 
certificate  with  directions  to  return  to  New  York,  and  immediately  on 
his  arrival  report  to  me. 

Wishing  you  a  safe  and  successful  passage,  I  am,  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

H.  Paulding, 

Commandant. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  John  L.  Worden, 

TJ.  S.  S.  Monitor. 


Order  of  the  commandant  navy  yard ,  New  York, .  to  Acting  Master 
Shankland ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Currituck,  to  convoy  the 
TJ.  S.  S.  Monitor  to  the  mouth  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay. 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  March  4, 1862. 
Sir:  You  will,  with  the  steamer  Currituck  under  your  command, 
proceed  to  sea  to-morrow  morning  in  company  with  the  Monitor ,  and 
attend  on  her  until  you  see  her  safely  up  to  the  mouth  of  the  Chesa¬ 
peake  Bay.  After  doing  so,  continue  on  to  Port  Royal,  in  obedience  to 
the  orders  of  the  Department. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Paulding, 

Commodore. 

Acting  Master  W.  F.  Shankland, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Currituck ,  Neiv  York. 


Report  of  Commander  Armstrong ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 
State  of  Georgia,  requesting  an  increased  force  off  Beaufort ,  N.  C.,  to 
prevent  the  escape  of  blockade  runners. 

IT.  S.  S.  State  of  Georgia, 

Off  Beaufort ,  N.  G.,  March  4,  1862. 

Sir:  Since  my  communication*  of  the  28tli  of  February,  informing 
you  that  a  steamer  had  run  the  blockade  at  this  port,  I  have  to  report 

*  See  Yol.  1,  p.  332. 
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that  she  still  remains  at  anchor  in  the  harbor,  a  portion  of  the  time 
with  steam  up. 

The  ship  Condor  [ Gondar ?]  has  made  two  ineffectual  attempts  to 
escape  us. 

The  U.  S.  bark  Gemshok  arrived  here  on  the  2d  instant.  As  she  can 
not  prevent  the  steamer  coming  out,  if  left  here  alone,  and  as  my  coal 
is  getting  so  low  as  to  make  it  unsafe  for  me  to  remain  much  longer,  I 
request  that  you  will  dispatch  such  a  force  as  you  may  deenf  necessary 
to  prevent  the  exit  of  the  steamer  and  ships. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  F.  Armstrong, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  the  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads  of  the  arrival  of  the 

‘  TJ.  S.  S.  Mount  Vernon. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Roanoke, 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia ,  March  5,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Mount 
Vernon  from  off  Wilmington,  FT.  0.,  for  supplies  and  repairs. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wtelles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Gillespie ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  If.  S.  hark 
Braziliera ,  of  the  collision  of  that  vessel  with  the  TJ.  S.  hark  Amanda 
in  a  gale. 

IT.  S.  Bark  Braziliera, 

Hampton  Roads,  March  5,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  the  S.  S.  E.  gale  we  experienced  on  the  night  of  the  3d,  the 
U.  S.  bark  Amanda  dragged  her  anchor  and  fell  foul  of  us,  striking  us  on 
the  port  bow,  carrying  away  the  port  cathead,  martingale,  and  port  jib- 
boom  guys,  also  dialing  us  severely.  With  the  help  of  11  men  from  the 
Amanda,  gave  our  vessel  15  fathoms  more  chain.  The  bark’s  anchor 
having  hooked  our  moorings,  she  lay  in  this  position,  chafing  us  badly 
till  1  a.  m. ;  then  she  swung  round  on  our  starboard  bow,  carrying  away 
cathead  and  chafed  our  head-stay  considerably.  At  1 : 30  swung  clear, 
the  bark  lying  close  aboard  to  starboard  and  the  ship  Marcia  Greenleaf 
close  to  on  the  port  quarter.  At  11 : 20  a.  m.,  tide  making  flood,  the  bark 
fouled  us  again,  carrying  away  mainsail  in  the  way  of  Ho.  3  gun  on 
starboard  side,  starting  three  stanchions  and  damaging  our  rigging 
severely.  With  the  assistance  of  14  men  from  the  Amanda  hove  in 
spare  chain,  housed  topgallant  mast,  and  rigged  jibboom. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  Gillespie, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Captain  John  Marston, 

TJ.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Roanoke,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 
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Order  of  Flag- Officer  Goldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  the  navy  agent  at  Philadelphia  to 
forward  coal  to  RoanoTce  Island. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Croatan  Sound,  March  5,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  will  tliank  you  to  dispatch  from  Philadelphia,  direct  for  this 
island  by  the  20th  instant,  another  thousand  tons  of  coal.  Any  vessel 
drawing  less  than  8  feet  (say  not  more  than  7  feet  9  inches)  can  now 
get  over  the  bulkhead  or  swash  at  Hatteras  Inlet  and  deliver  her  coal 
to  us  here.  Charter  the  vessel,  if  you  please,  to  come  here.  No  appre¬ 
hension  of  any  interference  by  the  enemy  need  be  entertained  for  a 
moment,  as  I  keep  a  force  constantly  this  side  of  the  inlet,  between  it 
and  the  mainland,  to  guard  our  intercourse. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

James  S.  Chambers,  Esq., 

Navy  Agent,  Philadelphia. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Dix,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Major-General  Wool,  U.  S. 
Army,  transmitting  telegraphic  order  for  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Monitor  to  proceed 
to  Washington. 

Headquarters,  Baltimore,  March  5,  1862. 

General:  I  am  directed  by  Major-General  Dix  to  enclose  to  you  a 
translated  copy  of  telegram  received  in  cypher,  with  a  request  that  it 
be  forwarded' to  Old  Point  this  afternoon. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  H.  Ludlow, 

Major  and  Aid-de-Camp. 

Major-General  John  E.  Wool, 

Commanding  Department  of  Virginia. 

[Enclosure _ -Telegram.] 

Washington,  March  5, 1862. 
(Received  at  Baltimore  3:20  p.  m.) 

Direct  Lieutenant  Commanding  John  L.  Worden,  of  the  Monitor,  to 
proceed  immediately  to  Washington  with  his  vessel. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 

General  J.  A.  Dix,  for  Captain  John  Marston, 

Senior  Naval  Officer  at  Hampton  Roads. 

[Annexed  to  the  original  copy  was  the  following  direction:] 

Please  translate  the  above,  and  send  by  this  afternoon  s  boat  to  Old  Point. 

A.  V.  Colburn, 

Assits tan  t  A dj utant-  Genera l . 


Report  of  the  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads,  regarding  telegraphic  ot  der 
to  send  the  U.  S.  S.  Monitor  to  Washington. 

U.  S.  S.  Roanoke, 
Hampton  Roads ,  March  6,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  ot 
the  4th  instant,  and  in  reply  beg  leave  to  state  that  Lieutenant  Com- 
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manding  Harrell  did  not  make  any  report  of  tlie  performance  of  tlie 
Miami  from  Baltimore  to  Old  Point. 

Tlie  Monitor  will  be  sent  to  Washington  immediately  on  her  arrival 
at  this  place,  in  accordance  with  your  telegraphic  dispatch  through 
General  Dix. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  J).  C. 


,  [Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  March  6,  1862. 
Let  the  Monitor  come  direct  to  Washington,  anchoring  below  Alex¬ 
andria. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 

Commodore  Paulding, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  New  York. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  March  6, 1862. 
Please  telegraph  so  soon  as  the  Monitor  leaves.  What  vessels  did 
you  send  after  the  Vermont  f 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  Hiram  Paulding, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  New  York. 


Report  of  the  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads,  regarding  the  supplying  of 
coal  to  the  U.  S.  revenue  steamer  Flora. 

U.  S.  S.  Roanoke, 
Hampton  Roads,  March  6,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  report  that  the  revenue  steamer  Flora  arrived 
this  morning  on  her  way  to  Port  Royal,  in  want  of  coal.  As  the  Flora 
was  ordered  to  report  to  the  military  authorities  at  Port  Royal,  I 
referred  Captain  Coffin,  the  commander  of  the  Flora,  to  General  Wool, 
but  that  officer  refused  to  supply  the  coal  and  referred  him  to  me! 
Under  these  circumstances,  for  the  public  good,  I  gave  Captain  Coffin 
20  tons.  As  this  is  the  second  instance  that  vessels  in  the  military 
service  have  failed  to  receive  assistance  from  General  Wool  in  the  way 
of  coal,  I  beg  leave  to  ask  whether  I  am  right  in  doing  so  under  any 
circumstances? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  G. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Wavy  to  the  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads , 

regarding  orders  from  the  Department ,  and  the  escape  of  the  C.  S.  S. 

Nashville  into  Wilmington ,  N.  C. 

Navy  Department,  March  6, 1862. 

Sir  :  An  order  was  sent  to  yon  on  tlie  23d  ultimo  to  send  Commander 
Smith,  of  the  Congress,  ont  in  the  Mississippi.  The  next  day  a  dupli¬ 
cate  was  sent  by  General  Butler’s  aid.  Did  the  first  order  reach  you? 
The  Department  does  not  understand  why  the  order  Avas  not  complied 
with. 

Please  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  all  communications  on  the  day  of 
their  reception.  Also  notify  the  Department  daily  of  matters  transpir¬ 
ing  at  Old  Point,  particularly  whether  any  of  the  blockading  vessels 
are  in  port,  for  Athat  purpose  and  Avlien  they  will  sail. 

Have  you  any  information,  except  through  Norfolk,  of  the  Nashville’s 
escape  into  Wilmington?  So  soon  as  a  steamer  is  available,  send  her 
off  Wilmington  to  enquire  into  the  facts. 

The  envelopes  which  cover  the  communications  to  you,  with  the  date 
of  mailing  written  on  them,  you  will  return  to  the  Department,  writing 
on  them  the  date  of  their  reception. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Captain  John  Marston, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Roanolce ,  Senior  Officer ,  Hampton  Roads . 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  flag-officers  commanding 
blockading  squadrons ,  transmitting  information  regarding  the  steamers 
Bermuda,  Herald,  and  Oreto. 

Navy  Department,  March  6, 1862. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  dispatch  No. 
15,  dated  12th  ultimo,  received  by  the  Secretary  of  State  from  the 
U.  S.  consul  at  Liverpool,  respecting  the  steamers  Bermuda,  Herald, 
and  Oreto. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Plag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut,  .  _  7  , 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Ship  Island. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean,  ' 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  JBloclcading  Squadron^  Key  West ?  ±  la. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Consulate,  Liverpool,  February  12,  1862. 

Sir:  The  Bermuda  is  taking  on  board  her  cargo  as  fast  as  possible. 
She  has  already  taken  200  cases  of  shells  (supposed  to  contain  6  shells 
in  each  case),  7  rifled  cannon,  12  field  carriages  for  cannon,  and  00  bags 
saltpeter.  I  understand  she  is  to  sail  about  Tuesday  next,  and  go 
direct  to  Bermuda,  where  her  cargo  will  be  placed  on  the  two  steamers, 
the  Caroline  and  the  steamer  Herald,  hereinafter  referred  to,  and  run 
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into  Savannah  or  Charleston.  All  that  has  been  put  on  board  thus  far 
has  come  from  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.  A  small  silk  Confederate  flag 
hangs  at  one  of  the  windows  in  the  officers’  cabin  on  the  deck,  which 
can  be  seen  from  the  pier.  The  Southern  agents  have  purchased  the 
steamer  Herald ,  one  of  the  liners  between  Dublin  and  Glasgow.  The 
purchase  was  effected  through  the  house  of  Cunard,  Wilson  &  Co., 
who  brought  her  to  this  port  last  week,  and  have  put  her  up  nominally 
for  Bermuda.  She  is  said  to  be  a  very  fast  boat.  In  order  to  secure 
her,  they  had  to  pay  a  large  price.  She  has  taken  in  her  coal  and  is 
receiving  her  cargo,  which  will  consist  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war. 
She  is  to  sail  on  Friday  next,  and  will  make  direct  for  Charleston  or 
Savannah.  Her  clearances  will  be  for  Bermuda,  but  she  will  not  visit 
this  port  until  after  she  has  landed  her  cargo  at  Savannah  or  Charleston. 
Captain  Coxetter,  formerly  of  the  U.  S.  Navy  [?],  and  more  recently 
the  commander  of  the  Jeff.  Davis ,  is  to  command  her.  This  gentleman 
was  on  the  Trent  at  the  time  Mason  and  Slidell  were  taken  off.  He 
passes  himself  here  as  Captain  Mitchell,  and  most  probably  will  assume 
this  name  when  on  the  Herald.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Atroll  will  be 
the  nominal  commander  until  after  they  clear  and  leave  the  port.  After 
she  lands  her  cargo,  she  is  intended  to  run  between  the  Southern  States 
and  Bermuda,  and  has  been  purchased  especially  for  this  purpose.  I 
understand  that  the  Bermuda  and  other  vessels  now  loading  will  land 
their  cargoes  at  Bermuda,  and  that  the  Herald  and  Caroline  will  run 
regularly  and  carry  all  of  these  cargoes  into  the  Southern  ports.  They 
have  also  purchased  two  other  steamers,  one  called  the  Bahama ,  the 
other  the  Victoria ,  so  I  am  informed,  the  latter  now  at  Queenstown. 
The  purchase  of  the  two  last-mentioned  vessels  requires  confirmation. 
I  will  ascertain  the  truth  and  report  to  the  Department.  I  have  com¬ 
municated  the  facts  about  the  Bermuda  and  Herald  to  Mr.  Adams,  our 
minister  at  London.  Enclosed  find  a  full  description  of  the  steamer 
Herald ,  marked  No.  1. 

Everything  I  see  and  hear  confirms  me  in  the  belief  that  the  gunboat 
Oreto ,  referred  to  in  previous  dispatch,  and  which  is  being  built  and 
fitted  out  at  this  place,  is  intended  for  the  Southern  Confederacy.  Mr. 
Miller,  the  man  who  built  the  hull,  says  she  is  owned  by  Fawcett,  Pres¬ 
ton  &  Co.,  or  at  least  they  gave  him  the  contract  and  have  paid  him  for 
his  labor.  She  is  a  very  complete  and  perfect  vessel,  no  pains  or 
expense  having  been  spared  in  her  construction,  and  will,  when  fully 
armed  and  equipped,  in  the  opinion  of  those  competent  to  judge,  be  a 
formidable  and  dangerous  craft.  I  enclose  you  a  more  full  and  accurate 
description  of  her,  marked  No.  2. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  H.  Dudley, 

TJ.  S.  Consul. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Worden ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Monitor , 
of  the  departure  of  that  vessel  from  New  York  Harbor. 

U.  S.  S.  Monitor, 

Off  New  York  Harbor ,  March  6,  1862. 
Sir  :  By  the  pilot  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  we  passed  the  bar 
at  4  p.  m.,  the  U.  S.  steamers  Currituck  and  Sachem  and  the  steam  tug 
Seth  Low  in  company. 
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The  weather  is  favorable.  In  order  to  reach  Hampton  Roads  as 
speedily  as  possible,  whilst  the  fine  weather  lasts,  I  have  been  taken  in 
tow  by  the  tug. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  L.  Worden, 

Lieu  tena  n  t ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  senior  officer  in  Hampton 

Boads,  transmitting  information  regarding  suspected  blockade  runners 

Robert  Bruce ,  Gambia,  and  Windward. 

Navy  Department,  March  7, 1862. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  a  communication  that  has  been 
referred  to  the  Department  from  Ed.  Brennan,  dated  at  Bristol,  Feb¬ 
ruary  14,  1862,  in  relation  to  the  Robert  Bruce ,  the  Gambia,  and  the 
Windward,  vessels  that  are  suspected  of  a  design  to  attempt  to  run 
the  blockade. 

The  U.  S.  consul  at  Halifax  [Nova  Scotia]  telegraphs  under  date  of 
the  1st  that  the  British  brig  Stanley  and  British  schooner  Oasis,  with 
general  cargo,  have  been  chartered  for  Matanzas,  but  their  actual  des¬ 
tination  is  believed  to  be  some  Southern  blockaded  port.  The  Depart¬ 
ment  desires  to  know  if  the  information  it  sends  to  you  from  time  to 
time  in  relation  to  suspicious  vessels  is  communicated  to  the  vessels  of 

the  blockading  squadron. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Captain  John  Marston, 

Senior  Officer,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


[Enclosure.] 

Bristol,  j February  14, 1862. 

Sir:  The  Robert  Bruce  (a  brig  of  about  350  tons,  black  hull,  with 
white  topsides,  white  galley  abaft  foremast,  a  bust  of  a  man  for  figure¬ 
head),  Captain  Muir,  which  lias  before  succeeded  in  running  the  block¬ 
ade,  left  here  yesterday  in  ballast  for  Cardiff  to  load  coals  there,  thence 

for  Havana.  ,  „ 

The  Gambia,  loaded  with  gunpowder  (as  heretofore  reported),  is  also 
a  brig  of  about  300  tons,  black  hull  with  yellow  streak,  fiddle  figure¬ 
head  and  a  smart  craft.  She  is  said  to  be  bound  to  the  west  coast  of 
Africa,  but  I  have  ascertained  that  she  is  about  to  attempt  running  the 
blockade. 

The  Windward  left  at  4  a.  m.  this  day. 

There  is  a  smart-looking  screw  boat  of  about  500  tons,  pierced  for 
eight  guns,  fitting  out  here,  but  great  secrecy  is  observed  as  to  her 
destination.  I  will  keep  my  eyes  upon  her,  as  I  have  good  reasons  for 
believing  that  she  is  intended  for  the  Southerners. 

I  am,  sir,  yours,  etc., 


J.  POLLAKY,  Esq. 


Ed.  Brennan. 


I 
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Report  of  the  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads  of  the  departure  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Chippewa  to  Baltimore  for  repairs. 

U.  S.  S.  Roanoke, 
Hampton  Roads,  March  7,  1862. 

Sir:  The  Chippewa  has  been  found  to  be  so  much  injured  by  her  col¬ 
lision  with  the  Mystic  that  I  have  deemed  it  best  to  send  her  to  Balti¬ 
more  to  be  repaired.  This  work  could  have  been  done  here,  but  the 
Amanda,  Mystic,  and  Mount  Vernon  fully  employ  all  the  carpenters  wo 
can  raise  from  the  several  ships.  The  Chippewa  sailed  this  afternoon. 
A  large  ship  is  anchored  below,  which  I  presume  is  the  St.  Laivrence. 
As  soon  as  she  comes  in,  I  shall  send  the  Conyress  to  Philadelphia.  I 
have  received  your  second  telegraphic  dispatch  about  the  Monitor ,  and 
shall  send  her  to  Washington  immediately  on  her  arrival. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Prentiss,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Albatross,  to  proceed  at  once  to  sea. 

Navy  Department,  March  7, 1862. 
Sir:  The  exigencies  of  the  service  require  you  to  use  the  utmost 
exertions  to  get  to  sea  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  Acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  this  order  and  inform  the  Department  when  you  can  sail. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Commander  Geo.  A.  Prentiss, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Albatross,  Baltimore ,  Md. 


[Telegram.] 


Navy  Department,  March  7, 1862. 
Can  you  send  a  boat  this  eve  to  Old  Point?  Answer  immediately. 
I  am  in  the  office. 


Lieutenant  F.  A.  Parker, 

Navy  Yard,  Washington. 


G.  Y.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  March  7, 1862. 
Send  the  following  message  at  once  to  Old  Point  by  special  boat,  and 
direct  Lieutenant  Wyman,  of  the  flotilla,  to  report  at  the  Department 
tomorrow. 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

_  .  Assistant  Secretary . 

Lieutenant  F.  A.  Parker, 

W ashington  Navy  Yard. 
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[Enclosure.— Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  March  7, 1862. 

Send  the  St.  Lawrence ,  Congress ,  and  Cumberland  into  the  Potomac 
River.  Let  the  disposition  of  the  remainder  of  the  vessels  at  Hampton 
Eoads  he  made  according  to  your  best  judgment  after  consultation 
■with  General  Wool.  Use  steam  to  tow  them  up.  I  will  also  try  and 
send  a  couple  of  steamers  from  Baltimore  to  assist. 

Let  there  be  no  delay. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Mary. 

Captain  John  Maeston, 

Senior  Naval  Officer ,  Hampton  Hoads,  Virginia. 


[  Telegram .  ] 

Navy  Department,  March  7,  1862. 

Is  the  telegraph  to  Captain  Marston  received  and  understood,  and 
will  it  go  to-night? 

G.  Y.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Lieutenant  F.  A.  Parker, 

Washington  Navy  Yard. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  March  7, 1862. 
Can  you  charter  and  send  a  couple  of  steamers  to  Old  Point  to  assist 
in  towing  two  or  three  sailing  vessels  into  the  Potomac?  Do  so,  if 
possible,  on  the  best  terms. 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary. 

F.  S.  CORKRAN, 

Naval  Officer  of  Customs ,  Baltimore,  Md. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  March  8,  1862. 
The  Assistant  Secretary  will  be  at  Old  Point  by  the  Baltimore  boat 
of  this  eve.  Do  not  move  the  ships  until  further  orders,  which  he  will 
carry. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 

Captain  John  Marston, 

Senior  Naval  Officer,  Hampton  Roads. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  March  8,  1862. 
Wait  further  instructions.  I  go  to  Old  Point  in  the  3  p.  m.  train. 

G.  Y.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

F.  S.  CORKRAN, 

Naval  Officer,  Baltimore,  Aid. 
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[Telegram.]  v 

Navy  Department,  March  8 ,  1862. 

I  must  go  to  Old  Point  by  tbe  3  p.  m.  train.  Two  or  three  friends. 
Don’t  let  the  Old  Point  boat  go. 

G.  Y.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Moor  1ST.  Falls, 

Baltimore ,  Md. 


Abstracts  of  logbooks  of  United  States  vessels*  which  served  in  the  Atlantic 
and  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadrons  during  the  period  from  July 
16 ,  1861,  to  March  7,  1862. 

Abstract  log  of  tbe  IJ.  S.  S.  Albatross,  June  25,  1861,  to  March  7,  1862. 


June  25,  1861. — Ship  put  in  commission. 

July  11. — At  11 : 30  a.  m.,  2^  miles  distant  from  Oregon  Inlet,  lati¬ 
tude  35°  48'  N.,  longitude  75°  297  W.,  opened  fire  from  a  rifle  gun  on  an 
earthwork  battery  of  6  guns  and  an  encampment  of  16  tents  and  a 
large  number  of  men.  As  we  approached  the  shore  the  men  were 
mustering  in  flue  style,  but  before  they  could  man  their  guns  the  balls 
from  our  rifle  gun  were  flying  through  the  embrasures  of  their  battery, 
dismounting  one  of  their  guns  and  rendering  the  pi  ace  quite  untenable; 
after  throwing  in  6  shots  from  rifle  gun,  7  balls  and  5  (6-inch)  shells 
from  long  32s,  some  of  which  were  seen  to  explode  directly  in  their 
camps  and  fort,  the  soldiers  were  distinctly  seen  putting  off  from  shore, 
some  wading  and  swimming,  in  their  hurry  to  get  away.  Two  small 
rebel  steamers  picked  them  up  and  started  up  the  Roanoke  Sound. 

July  18. — At  3  p.  m.  spoke  and  boarded  the  schooner  Velasco ,  of 
Galveston,  Tex.,  from  Matanzas,  with  sugar  for  New  York.  Her 
papers  being  incorrect,  and  being  under  the  Texan  flag,  she  was  seized 
as  a  prize. 

July  21. — At  11  a.  m.  beat  to  quarters  and  cast  loose  the  guns,  fired 
9  shots  from  long  32s  and  10  shots  from  rifle  gun  on  spar  deck  at  a 
steamer  lying  inside  of  Bodie’s  Island.  Our  fire  was  returned  by  the 
enemy  with  some  9  or  10  shot  and  shell,  some  going  over  us,  others 
falling  short,  none  taking  effect.  At  11:30  the  enemy  hauled  off' out 
of  reach  of  our  guns  and  stood  away  for  the  mainland. 

July  22. — At  9  a.  m.  sighted  a  steamer  S.  |  B.;  ran  in  toward  her. 
Steamer  stood  out  for  us  till  within  about  6  miles,  when  she  put  about 
and  ran  in  for  Hatteras  Inlet.  We  ran  within  34  miles  of  the  har¬ 
bor,  and  discovered  inside  the  inlet  9  schooners  and  2  steamers  at 
anchor  under  cover  of  an  earthwork  battery.  Also  2  ships’  hulls 
under  water,  with  masts  standing,  on  the  beach  to  the  northeast  of  tho 
inlet.  Put  to  sea  again.  Gave  chase  and  came  up  with  a  schooner  at 
1:45.  Hailed  schooner,  when  a  negro  jumped  overboard,  exclaiming, 
“Save  me,  captain,  she’s  bound  to  Charleston.”  Turned  our  guns  on 
her  and  ordered  her  to  heave  to,  and  sent  a  boat  aboard  with  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Neville,  picking  up  [the]  negro  on  the  way.  Boat  returned  at  2, 
with  schooner’s  crew  of  5  men.  Name  of  schooner,  Enchantress,  of 
Newburyport,  taken  by  the  pirate  Jeff.  Davis  on  6th  of  July,  in  charge 

*  Where  vessels  are  mentioned  in  the  preceding  text  and  no  abstract  log  appears 
in  this  volume,  it  is  either  because  the  log  books  liave  not  been  found,  or  the  incidents 
mentioned  in  them  are  sufficiently  covered  by  reports. 
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of  a  prize  crew,  bound  to  Charleston,  S.  C.  Put  the  crew  in  double 
irons  and  sent  Master’s  Mate  Wendell  and  5  men  to  take  charge  of 
her,  with  negro  who  belonged  to  the  schooner  when  captured. 

August  1. — At  6:45  a.  m.  boarded  schooner  Elizabeth  Ann ,  of  Acco- 
mac,  Ya.  from  Penn’s  Grove  [1ST.  J.],  bound  to  Ohincoteague.  Her 
papers  being  incorrect,  seized  her  as  a  prize  and  took  her  in  tow. 

September  14. — Cruising  along  the  Maryland  shore,  near  mouth  of 
the  Potomac.  At  5  p.  m.  boarded  schooner  Alabama ,  of  New  York, 
bound  to  Washington.  Her  papers  incorrect;  took  charge  and  sent 
Master’s  Mate  J.  H.  Harris  with  one  seaman  on  board.  Took  prize  in 
tow  and  proceeded  down  the  Chesapeake. 

September  17. — At  5  p.  m.,  Fort  Macon  [N.  C.]  distant  5  miles,  observed 
a  number  of  troops  on  top  and  a  rebel  flag  flying  from  the  same. 

October  1. — At  5  p.  m.  came  up  Avith  and  spoke  French  war  steamer 
Gatina t,  on  a  cruise.  At  6  she  came  to  anchor  off  Beaufort  [N.  C.]. 
At  7  sent  a  boat  aboard  the  Gatinat ,  but  they  refused  to  allow  anyone 
on  board  by  order  of  their  admiral. 

October  2. — At  3:30  p.  m.  the  French  war  steamer  Gatinat  got  under¬ 
way  and  stood  out  to  sea. 

October  7. — At  11  p.  m.,  off  Bogue  Inlet  [N.  C.],  Lieutenant  Neville, 
with  gig  and  12  men,  and  Master’s  Mate  Harris,  in  first  cutter  and  12 
men,  in  company  with  three  boats  from  the  Cambridge ,  left  on  an  expe¬ 
dition  to  fetch  some  schooners  out  of  the  inlet.  Ships  laid  outside. 

October •  8. — At  2  a.  m.  Lieutenant  Gwin,  in  the  Cambridge  cutter,  came 
alongside  and  informed  us  our  boats  had  capsized  in  the  surf,  and  that 
he  had  picked  up  one  of  our  men,  H.  E.  Hopkinson,  outside  the  breakers 
on  an  oar.  Manned  the  second  cutter  and  sent  her  in  search  of  the 
men,  in  charge  of  R.  O.  Patterson,  master.  At  4  a.  in.  saAV  our  two  boats’ 
crews  and  officer  on  the  beach  at  Bogue  Inlet.  The  second  cutter  and 
two  boats  from  the  Cambridge  went  in  to  their  rescue  and  succeeded  in 
bringing  them  off',  with  the  exception  of  James  R.  Hobby,  ordinary 
seaman,  and  Samuel  Nichols,  seaman,  who  were  lost  out  of  the  gig  when 
she  capsized,  and  supposed  to  be  drowned.  Captain’s  gig  Avas  stove 
in  and  a  quantity  of  arms  and  a  compass  were  lost  in  the  expedition. 

November  6. — At  2  p.  m.  sighted  a  steamer  wrecked  on  the  beach  to 
the  east  of  Bogue  Inlet.  Observed  people  on  shore  signaling  for  us  to 
communicate.  They  displayed  a  flag  of  truce.  LoAvered  the  first  cut¬ 
ter  with  Master’s  Mate  Harris  to  speak  with  them.  At  5:50  boat 
returned,  the  surf  being  too  high  to  land. 

November  7. — Called  away  the  first  cutter,  and  Master’s  Mate  Harris 
went  ashore  with  a  flag  of  truce  to  get  information  respecting  the  wreck 
and  fate  of  the  crew,  etc.,  of  wrecked  steamer.  At  12  boat  returned, 
having  learned  from  the  so-called  Confederate  officers  that  the  Avreck 
was  the  U.  S.  steam  transport  Star  of  the  Union ,  Captain  John  J.  Gar¬ 
vin,  laden  with  hay,  horses,  provisions,  etc.,  bound  south.  Was  run 
ashore  on  the  night  of  Friday,  1st  instant,  during  a  S.  E.  gale,  all  on 
board  being  taken  prisoners,  with  exception  of  one  man ;  he  Avas  drowned. 
They  also  report  tAvo  steamers  ashore  off  Charleston  and  twooff  Hatteras. 

December  14. — At  daybreak  a  suspicious-looking  schooner  was  in 
sight  off  Lookout  Breakers.  Signaled  U.  S.  S.  State  of  Georgia  to  give 
chase.  Got  underway  and  stood  out  W.  by  S.  At  10:45  the  Georgia 
came  in  Avith  the  schooner  [Jane  Campbell]  in  tow. 

December  15. — At  12  m.  master  went  aboard  prize  schooner.  Observed 
the  rebel  flag  on  Fort  Macon  at  half-mast  all  day. 

N  W  R— VOL  6 - 44 


690  NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

$ 

December  16. — At  12:30  p.  in.  made  signals  and  fired  two  guns  at  a 
strange  steamer;  she  still  kept  on  her  course;  supposed  to  be  the  U .  S. 
transport  S.  R.  Spaulding. 

December  17.— At  8  p.  m.  Master  T.  [B.]  Du  Bois  went  aboard  prize 
schooner  Jane  Campbell  with  her  sailing  orders  for  New  York.  Returned 
at  9;  brought  eight  Enfield  rifles  from  the  schooner. 

December  18.— At  4  p.  m.  stood  down  the  coast;  signaled  State  of 
Georgia  to  follow.  Saw  a  large  fire  inshore;  beat  to  quarters  and  ran 
close  in.  Proved  to  be  the  wreck  of  the  steamer  bnion  on  fire.  Mr. 
li.  O.  Patterson  went  in  the  dingey,  in  company  with  a  boat  from  the 
State  of  Georgia ,  to  reconnoiter. 

December  19.— At  9 : 15  State  of  Georgia  fired  8  guns  at  wreck  of  the 
steamer  Union ;  we  ran  within  500  yards  and  tried  our  port  battery  at 
the  wreck,  and  2  shots  from  rifled  gun.  At  4  p.  m.  fired  a  shot  from 
rifled  gun  at  a  squad  of  men  on  beach  near  light  house. 

January  16. — At  7  a.  m.  lookout  reported  a  ship  ashore  to  the  east  of 
Bogue  Inlet.  Steamed  in  to  the  wreck ;  made  her  out  to  be  the  British 
ship  York ,  of  Dublin.  U.  S.  bark  Gemsbok  came  up  and  was  ordered 
to  anchor  abreast  the  wreck.  At  3  p.  in.,  our  guns  being  trained  to 
cover  our  boats,  two  boats  from  us  and  three  from  the  Gemsbok  pulled 
in  for  the  ship  York,  Acting  Master  Du  Bois  boarded  the  wreck; 
found  the  cargo  had  been  discharged  and  set  fire  to  her. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Cambridge,  August  29,  1861,  to  March  7,  1862. 

August  29,  1861— Went  into  commission,  navy  yard,  Boston,  Mass. 

September  7.— At  10:30  a.  m  came  to  anchor  off  Fortress  Monroe. 

September  9.— At  G  a.  m.  got  underway  and  steamed  through  the 
roads.  At  8:30  passed  Cape  Henry.  At  11  boarded  the  schooner 
Louisa  Agnes ,  of  Lunenburg,  Nova  Scotia.  Finding  her  papers  unsat¬ 
isfactory,  and  from  letters  found  on  board  showing  her  intention  to  run 
the  blockade,  considered  her  a  legitimate  prize.  Placed  a  prize  crew 
in  charge  of  her  and  sent  her  to  New  York. 

September  10.— At  3:30  p.  m.  boarded  English  schooner  Revere,  of 
Yarmouth,  Nova  Scotia,  with  a  cargo  of  salt  and  fish,  bound  for  Beau¬ 
fort,  N.  O.  Put  her  in  charge  of  a  prize  crew.  At  10  p.  m.  anchored 
off  Beaufort. 

September  23—  At  5  a.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  went  in  chase  of  a 
schooner.  At  9 : 20  came  in  hail  of'  English  schooner  Julia ,  of  St.  John, 
New  Brunswick.  Considering  her  a  lawful  prize,  put  on  her  a  prize  crew 
and  sent  her  to  Boston,  Mass. 

September  24. — At  7  a.  m.  saw  an  English  ship  of  war  standing  to  the 

w.  s.  w. 

September  25. — At  4:30  p.  m.  made  a  steamer  bound  in.  Proved  to 
be  the  British  steam  sloop  Rinaldo. 

September  26. — At  9:30  a.  m.  the  Rinaldo  started  for  New  York. 

October  1. — At  10  a.  m.  spoke  the  schooner  Edwin,  of  Barbados, 
bound  to  Baltimore.  Sent  her  into  Hampton  Roads  in  charge  of  a 
quartermaster  and  two  men. 

November  6. — At  10:30  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  off  Corrotoman  River, 
Virginia.  At  12:15  p.  m.  sent  an  expedition  under  command  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Gwin,  composed  of  4  officers  and  30  men,  in  the  steamer  Rescue 
and  one  of  our  boats,  to  cut  a  schooner  out  of  the  Corrotoman  River. 
At  4 : 45  the  Rescue  returned,  having  been  engaged  by  the  enemy  on 
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both  sides  of  the  river  with  rifled  camion  on  one  side  and  rifled  muskets 
on  the  other.  The  schooner  being-  fast  aground,  stripped  her  of  sails 
and  rigging  and  burned  her  with  her  cargo  of  wood.  Also  burned 
some  75  cords  of  wood  on  shore.  The  only  damage  on  our  side  was  the 
destruction  of  a  canoe  and  a  boat’s  spar.  The  firing  was  returned  vig¬ 
orously  from  the  Rescue ,  one  of  our  shells  exploding  in  and  nearly 
destroying  a  house,  from  which  muskets  were  being  fired  upon  us. 

November  8. — At  8  a.  m.  stood  down  the  river.  At  11 : 04  a.  in.,  abreast 
of  Grey’s  Point,  opened  fire  on  said  point  with  broadside  and  pivot 
guns  with  shell,  in  company  with  the  tug  Rescue.  Fired  from  pivot 
guns  and  broadside  battery  in  all  10  shells.  At  11:17  ceased  firing, 
stood  up  river  again,  and  at  1  p.  m.  opened  fire  upon  a  house  in  ITrbana, 
said  by  the  negroes  to  be  a  storehouse  of  ammunition,  and  upon  a  camp 
of  soldiers  in  the  rear  of  the  town.  At  2 : 30  ceased  firing  and  anchored 
in  front  of  the  town.  Lieutenant  Gwin  went  on  board  the  Resctie  and 
went  closer  inshore,  and  fired  round  shot  and  shell  at  the  house  and 
camp.  At  3  the  Rescue  ceased  firing,  came  out  and  weighed  anchor, 
and  stood  down  the  river.  Expended  22  8-inch  shells  and  cartridges, 
27  Parrott  shells  and  cartridges,  and  18  Schenkle  shells  and  cartridges. 

November  12. — At  6  a.  m.  proceeded  up  river.  At  8  threw  3  shell 
from  Parrott  gun  at  the  magazine  at  Urbana,  turned  down  the  river, 
and  anchored. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Commodore  Perry,  February  19  and  20,  1862. 

February  19,  1862. — Albemarle  Sound.  At  4:15  p.  m.  found  the 
rebels  encamped  abreast  of  the  town  of  Winton,  FT.  C.  They  fired  a 
volley  of  musketry  at  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Delaware ,  we  returning  their 
fire  with  8  shrapnel.  Finding  it  too  dark  to  engage,  stood  down  the 
river  and  anchored. 

February  20. — Winton,  Chowan  River  [FT.  C.].  Got  underway  and 
took  the  lead  of  all  the  gunboats.  At  9:30  a.  m.  commenced  shelling 
the  shore  close  to  the  town.  Landed  Colonel  Hawkins’s  zouaves  and 
naval  forces  and  set  fire  to  the  town.  At  1 : 30  took  zouaves  on  board 
and  took  a  raft  in  tow  and  stood  down  the  river,  and  anchored  abreast 
of  Edenton  Bay. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Daylight,  July  17,  1861,  to  March  7,  1862. 

July  17,  1861. — At  2  p.  m.  saw  a  steamer  inshore,  making  her  way 
for  Fort  Caswell,  FT.  C.;  tried  to  cut  her  off,  but  she  had  the  heels  of 
us  and  escaped  past  the  fort.  Fired  a  rifled  howitzer  at  her,  but  could 
not  see  the  result.  Hauled  off  again,  being  in  range  of  the  guns  of 
Fort  Caswell,  and  came  to  anchor.  At  4:30  weighed  anchor,  seeing 
a  steamer  within  the  mouth  of  the  river,  but,  as  she  did  not  come  out¬ 
side,  we  ran  outside  a  little  farther  and  anchored. 

July  18. — At  5:45  p.  m.  saw  a  sail  skimming  along  the  land,  making 
for  Cape  Fear  River.  Stood  in  to  head  her  off,  but  having  the 
wind  and  tide  in  her  favor,  she  far  reached  us  and  dodged  into  the 
river.  We  could  not  pursue  her  farther  than  the  bar,  owing  to  our 
draft  of  water.  We  fired  10  shot  at  her,  but  the  steamer  rolled  so 
heavily  could  not  sight  the  guns.  Every  ball,  however,  struck  very 
near  her. 
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July  21. — At  10  a.  m.  Lieutenant  Lynch  and  Master’s  Mate  Kelly 
went  on  shore  in  the  whaleboat  with  a  flag  of  truce,  carrying  informa¬ 
tion  of  the  blockade.  They  were  not  allowed  to  proceed  to  the  fort, 
but  were  obliged  to  land  in  the  surf.  Were  received  by  a  person  call¬ 
ing  himself  Colonel  Allen;  delivered  the  documents  and  returned  on 
board. 

July  21. — From  12  to  4  p.  m.  very  heavy  firing  at  Fort  Caswell. 

August  3. — At  1:30  p.  m.  proceeded  up  James  Kiver  [Virginia], 
reconuoitering.  Fired  4  shot  at  the  shore,  but  could  see  no  effect. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Delaware,  December  7,  1861,  to  March  7,  1862. 

December  7,  1861. — At  2  p.  m.  vessel  went  into  commission,  navy 
yard,  Philadelphia. 

December  13. — At  1  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  off  Fortress  Monroe.  At  7 
batteries  ready  for  action. 

December  29. — At  7  a.  m.  was  hailed  by  a  boat  from  the  flagship,  who 
reported  an  enemy  off  Newport  News,  and  with  the  command  to  take 
her.  Hastened  toward  Newport  News,  hearing  continuous  firing  from 
the  enemy,  who  had  made  prize  of  a  schooner,  taking  her  from  the 
steamer  Express.  Gave  up  the  chase  when  off  Newport  News,  as  the 
enemy  were  inside  of  Craney  Island.  Fired  at  the  batteries  on  Sewell’s 
Point.  Rifle  gun  expended  2  grapesliot,  4  rifle  shell;  32-pounders,  3 
5-second  shell  and  2  15-second.  At  5  p.  m.  got  underway  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Newport  News. 

February  5. — At  12  m.  running  slowly  up  Pamlico  Sound,  the  squad¬ 
ron  all  keeping  along.  At  5  p.  in.  came  to  anchor. 

February  19. — At  11 : 30  a.  m.  steamed  at  a  moderate  rate  up  Chowan 
River,  followed  by  the  steamers  Louisiana ,  Morse,  Hunchback,  White- 
head,  Barney,  Perry ,  and  Lockwood.  When  off  the  town  of  Winton, 
and  within  50  yards  of  the  shore,  was  assailed  by  the  enemy  with  a 
discharge  of  musketry.  Called  all  hands  to  quarters,  and  running 
above  the  bank  from  which  the  firing  proceeded,  gave  them  back  shell 
and  shrapnel  from  the  IX-inch  gun  and  the  32-pounder.  Returned 
back  by  the  embankment,  and  with  the  Perry  and  balance  of  the  fleet 
came  to  anchor  7  miles  below.  Found  185  bullet  holes  in  and  around 
the  ship,  damage  sustained  from  the  enemy. 

February  20. — At  8  a.  in.,  in  company  with  squadron,  proceeded  on 
up  the  Chowan  River.  When  off  the  town  of  Winton  part  of  fleet 
opened  fire  and  landed  D’Fpineuil  Zouaves,  who  advanced  toward  the 
town.  After  destroying  buildings,  etc.,  returned  and  were  reembarked 
on  board  their  respective  vessels.  Cavalry  of  the  enemy  reported  in 
sight  by  the  lookout  at  the  masthead.  We  fired  from  32-pounder  and 
IX-inch  gun.  Steamed  down  the  river  with  flotilla  and  anchored  at  the 
mouth  at  G :  30  p.  m. 

March  5.— At  10:30  a.  m.  passed  Brant  Island  Shoal,  off  Swan 
Quarter  Island  [Pamlico  Sound] ;  captured  a  schooner  with  10  men  on 
board.  Sent  crew  on  board  in  charge  of  Master’s  Mate  Kerens;  took 
her  in  tow  and  proceeded  back  toward  Hatteras. 

March  6. — At  G:  30  a.  m.  fired  a  howitzer  to  bring  to  a  sail  discovered 
off  Jones  Bay.  Took  prize  the  schooner  Zenith,  laden  with  corn,  and 
took  prisoners  her  captain  and  crew,  3  in  number.  At  the  same  time 
a  small  open  boat,  schooner-rigged,  having  on  board  a  few  barrels  of 
corn,  was  made  prize  of  and  her  captain  and  crew  (3)  taken  prisoners. 
Master’s  Mate  J.  H.  Raymond,  with  a  crew  of  4  men,  was  placed  in 
charge  of  the  Zenith,  taking  her  in  tow  toward  the  Ceres ,  who  Avas 
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chasing  a  schooner.  At  8:30  the  Geres  made  prize  of  the  schooner. 
At  9:30  rebel  steamer  in  sight;  fired  3  shots  from  howitzer  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  on  our  course.  At  1  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  near  Stars  and 
Stripes.  We  proceeded  to  Eoanoke  Island  at  2  p.  m.,  having  in  tow 
our  prizes  and  the  prize  schooner  of  the  5th.  At  8: 15  came  to  anchor 
off  the  marshes. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  bark  Gemsbok,  August  30,  1861,  to  March  7,  1862. 

August  30 , 1861. — Went  into  commission  at  the  Charlestown  [Boston] 
navy  yard. 

September  11. — At  2:15  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  between  the  Rip  Raps 
and  Fortress  Monroe. 

September  19. — At  4:30  a.  m.  made  a  sail  standing  to  the  westward; 
made  sail  for  pursuit.  Threw  a  32-pound  shot  across  her  bow;  hove 
her  to;  Mr.  Lunt,  executive  officer,  boarded  and  took  possession.  Her 
captain  stated  he  was  bound  to  Key  West,  but  her  log  and  private 
papers  found  in  her  cabin  proved  that  she  was  bound  to  evade  the 
blockade  for  a  market.  The  schooner  captured  was  of  about  30  tons 
burden,  Captain  James  M.  Davis,  called  the  Harmony ,  of  Yarmouth, 
Nova  Scotia,  loaded  with  fish  and  other  cargo.  The  captain  subse¬ 
quently  confessed  that  he  was  bound  for  Ocracoke,  and  signed  a  state¬ 
ment  to  that  effect.  Latitude  34°  47',  longitude  75°  41'. 

September  22. — At  6 :  30  a.  m.  fired  2  32-pound  shot  and  3  8-iuch  shell 
at  a  sail  on  weather  bow.  All  fell  short.  Continued  the  chase  to 
windward.  At  9  schooner  came  to  anchor  close  inshore  and  her  crew 
deserted  her,  landing  in  boats  on  the  beach.  Federal  Point  bears 
S.  W.  by  W.  J  W.,  distant  12  miles.  Sent  port  cutter,  in  charge  of 
Mr.  Lunt,  to  take  possession.  At  10  she  was  boarded;  at  10:30  she 
was  alongside.  She  proved  to  be  the  Mary  E.  Pindar ,  of  Edenton, 
N.  C.,  with  about  50  casks  of  lime  on  board.  At  12:40  she  was 
placed  in  command  of  Mr.  Burke,  master’s  mate,  and  4  men  and 
ordered  to  report  at  Hampton  Roads.  At  4  p.  m.  passed  Camp  Weir, 
5  miles  south  from  New  Inlet  [Cape  Fear  River];  hoisted  jack  fora 
pilot,  keeping  men  out  of  sight  and  officer  of  deck  in  plain  clothes. 
Two  men  came  off  in  a  boat  and  were  made  prisoners  of  war.  They 
stated  they  were  Union  men  at  heart  and  glad  of  the  protection  of  the 
stars  and  stripes  once  more,  and  of  their  own  accord  took  the  oath  ot 
allegiance  and  joined  the  ship.  They  stated  that  there  were  2  rified 
guns  and  1,000  men  in  Camp  Weir.  At  6  Bald  Head  light  house  bore 
S.  W.  by  W.  and  Federal  Point  light  house  W.  by  S. 

November  12. — As  we  approached  Bogne  Inlet,  saw  the  wreck  of  a 
steamer  and  a  great  crowd  of  people  on  the  beach;  also  discovered  a 
great  many  barrels  and  boxes,  horses,  etc.  When  abreast  of  them, 
kept  oft’  and  threw  some  shell  amongst  them,  at  which  they  scattered. 
We  must  have  killed  and  wounded  a  great  many,  as  our  shells  exploded 
in  their  midst.  Expended  10  68-pound  shell  [and]  1  32-pound  shell. 
We  then  beat  up  toward  Beaufort  Harbor. 


Abstract  of  the  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Hetzel,  October  5,  1861,  to  March  7,  1862. 

October  5,  1861.— Baltimore,  Md.  Ship  in  the  hands  of  the  carpen¬ 
ters  and  machinists. 

November  18.— Got  underway  and  stood  up  James  River;  came  to 
anchor  three-fourths  of  a  mile  from  Newport  News. 
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December  1. — At  4:30  p.  in.  got  underway  and  proceeded  to  our 
night  station,  Newport  News  bearing  S.  E. 

December  2. — At  G:20  a.  m.  a  rebel  steamer  ran  out  from  under  the 
lee  of  the  eastern  shore  [James  Biver,  Virginia]  and  fired  a  shot,  which 
passed  over  us.  Called  all  hands  to  quarters  and  cleared  ship  for 
action.  At  6 : 25  slipped  cable  and  opened  fire  with  our  after  gun.  At 
0:30  the  action  became  general;  firing  was  kept  up  by  the  II.  S.  steam¬ 
ers  Hetzel ,  Shawslieen ,  Seymour ,  and  Whitehead,  against  the  so-called 
Confederate  steamer  Yorlctown  [ Patriclc  IIenry\.  Alter  an  action  of 
one  hour  and  forty  minutes  the  Yorlctown  stood  up  river.  During  the 
engagement  this  vessel  expended  28  solid  shot  and  3  15-second  shell. 
At  8: 15  stood  for  Newport  News  and  anchored. 

December  11. — At  7 : 30  a.  m.  the  Congress  made  signal  “Come  within 
hail.”  Beceived  orders  to  proceed  to  Hampton  Bonds.  Went  along¬ 
side  the  storeship  Brandywine  and  shifted  battery.  Beceived,  in  place 
of  our  32,  a  9-inch  Dahlgren  gun. 

December  28.— At  8  a.  in.  made  Cape  Hatteras  light,  bearing  N.  N.  E., 
distant  12  miles.  At  12  m.  came  to  anchor  inside  the  bar, 

January  13,  1862. — Twenty-four  steamers  of  Genenal  Burnside’s 
expedition  arrived  and  several  gunboats  under  command  of  Flag-Officer 
Goldsborough. 

January  14.— Fresh  gale  from  N.  W.  At  7 : 30  a.  m.  a  steamer  out¬ 
side  the  bulkhead  raised  ensign,  union  down.  At  8  one  of  the  steam¬ 
ers  of  General  Burnside’s  expedition  ran  ashore  on  the  bar.  At  8:45 
steamer  on  bar  cut  away  her  foremast  and  at  11  her  smokestack  went 
by  the  board. 

January  15. — At  3 : 30  p.  m.  proceeded  over  the  bulkhead  and  came 
to  anchor. 

January  21. — At  1:30  p.  m.  saw  two  of  the  enemy’s  steamers.  Got 
underway  in  company  with  several  other  gunboats  and  gave  chase. 
Beturned,  per  signal  from  flag-officer,  and  came  to  anchor. 

February  6. — At  8  a.  m.  got  underway  in  company  with  remainder  of 
fleet  and  stood  up  Pamlico  Sound.  At  10:30  enemy  in  sight.  At  11 
very  foggy;  flagship  made  signal  to  anchor.  At  3  p.  m.  five  of  the 
enemy’s  vessels  hove  in  sight. 

[February  7-10, 1862. — Put  under  date  of  battles  of  Boanoke  Island 
and  Elizabeth  City.] 


Abstract  log  of  the  U,  S.  S.  Monticello,  July  16,  1861,  to  March  7,  1862. 

July  16,  1861.— Discovered  a  new  camp  of  40  tents,  as  near  as  we 
could  tell,  across  the  river  [James  Biver,  Virginia]  from  Jones’s  house. 

July  17. — Proceeded  up  river  to  Godwin’s  Point;  went  close  inshore 
and  fired  one  10-inch  shell,  15-second,  and  three  32-pounder,  15-second 
shells,  but  could  not  reach  the  encampment.  Beconnoitered  the  shore 
carefully,  but  could  see  nothing  new. 

August  26. — At  2 : 25  p.  m.  got  underway  and  followed  the  frigate 
Minnesota  and  other  vessels  as  one  of  the  expedition  bound  to  Hatteras 
Inlet  to  attack  the  fort  there. 

[August  27-31. — Capture  of  Confederate  batteries  at  Hatteras  Inlet. 
See  p.  134.] 

October  9. — Off  Charleston,  S.  C. 

October  13. — At  1 : 30  p.  m.  steamed  toward  Stono  Inlet  to  reconnoiter. 
Saw  a  small  flag  upon  a  sand  hill  with  three  or  four  men  around.  A 
small  schooner  lay  anchored  in  the  entrance.  At  4  flag-ship  reported 
a  sail  inland;  we  gave  chase.  At  5,  not  seeing  any  sail,  gave  up 
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cliase  and  stood  in  for  Dewees  Inlet.  At  5 :  05  saw  a  schooner  stand¬ 
ing  out  of  Caper’s  Inlet ;  gave  chase,  hut  the  schooner  made  her  escape 
up  the  inlet. 

October  18. — At  3  a.  in.,  in  company  with  the  IT.  S.  S.  Flap ,  chased 
the  British  schooner  Fmeline.  She  was  boarded  by  the  Flag  and 
detained  until  further  orders  from  senior  officer.  At  6:10  a.  m.  made 
a  side-wheel  steamer  standing  up  the  coast  about  halfway  between 
Breach  and  Dewees  inlets;  gave  chase.  She  put  about  and  stood  for 
Charleston,  ran  inside  Rattlesnake  Shoals,  and  escaped  up  Maffitt’s 
Channel.  Gave  up  chase  and  stood  off. 

October  19. — Off  Savannah  [Ga.]. 

October  30. — At  10 : 15  a.  m.  discovered  a  sail  ashore  at  the  mouth  of 
Wassaw  Inlet.  Saw  two  other  schooners  in  the  inlet  and  a  steamer. 
At  3  p.  m.  took  two  launches  from  the  Savannah  in  tow  and  proceeded 
down  the  coast.  At  5  p.  m.,  close  in  to  Wassaw  Inlet,  sent  the  launches, 
accompanied  by  second  cutter;  opened  tire  with  our  rifle  gun  on  a 
schooner  near  shore.  All  the  shell  fell  short.  At  7 : 30  boats  returned 
to  the  ship,  after  making  an  unsuccessful  attack  upon  the  schooner. 
Several  shots  were  exchanged  on  both  sides,  but  no  one  was  hurt. 
The  rebels  seemed  to  be  in  great  force  and  ready  to  resist  an  attack. 
Boats  were  commanded  by  Lieutenants  A.  W.  Johnson  and  W.  P. 
Buckner. 

November  5. — Came  to  anchor  off  Portress  Monroe. 

November  11. — Bound  down  the  coast. 

November  12. — Prom  8  to  meridian  stood  in  toward  Beaufort  [1ST.  C.] 
and  reconnoitered.  At  1:45  stood  in  toward  the  land.  At  2  discov¬ 
ered  a  number  of  men  on  the  beach  at  work  on  the  wreck  of  the  IT.  S. 
transport  Union.  Opened  fire  upon  them.  At  3  stood  off. 

November  15.— Stood  in  toward  Federal  Point  light-house,  reconnoit- 
ering.  Pound  a  large  fort  near  Federal  Point  light  house  commanding 
the  inlet,  as  near  as  we  could  ascertain,  mounting  8  guns,  and  one 
small  fort  of  3  guns  and  an  earthen  casemate  mounting  3  guns.  Could 
see  men  at  work  on  the  same.  On  Zeek’s  Island  could  see  still  another 
fort,  but  not  see  the  number  of  guns.  Both  forts  flying  a  red  flag  with 
a  white  star.  At  11  a.  m.  came  to  anchor. 

November  18.— While  reconnoitering  close  inshore  5  miles  northeast 
of  Federal  Point  saw  a  new  house  with  a  battery  of  2  guns  close  to  it. 
While  in  the  act  of  turning  round  a  gun  was  fired  to  the  northward, 
when  the  battery  near  the  house  opened  on  us  and  tired  3  shots. 
Hoisted  our  colors  and  fired  the  rifle  gun  three  times,  reaching  them 
once.  All  their  shot  fell  short.  Discovered  another  battery  near  by, 
making  in  all  three. 

November  26. — At  9  a.  m.  off  the  east  end  of  Smith’s  Island,  it  bear¬ 
ing  W.  S.  W.,  distant  4  miles;  ran  along  shore  to  the  northward  and 
eastward  reconnoitering.  After  passing  the  fort  on  Federal  Point,  saw 
red  flags  every  half  mile  for  the  distance  of  8  miles. 

December  1-4. — Blockading  Few  Inlet,  Cape  Fear  River,  Forth 
Carolina. 

December  7. — At  11:30  anchored  at  Fortress  Mouroe  [Ya.J. 

December  16.— At  4:55  p.  m.  stood  out  to  sea. 

December  19. — At  5  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  off  Federal  Point  [  F.  C.]. 

December  30. — Blockading  Few  Inlet,  Forth  Carolina.  At  2  a.  m. 
received  on  board  two  contrabands  from  Federal  Point.  They  report 
that  the  steamer  Gordon  arrived  at  Wilmington  on  Friday,  the  2  Ah  day 
of  December,  with  a  shot  hole  through  her  wheel.  The  crew  left  there 
the  next  day  for  Charleston,  S.  C.,  by  land.  They  also  report  that  the 
steamer  North  Carolina  is  loading  with  rosin  and  cotton  and  that  she 
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lias  no  guns  mounted,  and  that  the  steamer  Unde  Ben  has  1  gun 
mounted  and  the  steamer  Maryland  [ Mariner J  has  3  brass  pieces  and 
one  iron  gun. 

December  31. — At  11  a.  m.  saw  a  steamer  and  two  schooners  inside 
between  Zeek’s  Island  and  Smith ville;  opened  fire  upon  them  from  our 
ride  and  pivot  gun,  expending  10  shots.  Many  of  the  ride  shell  turned 
end  over  end  and  struck  short  of  the  object.  At  7  p.  m.  saw  a  number 
of  lights  scattered  along  the  beach  to  southward. 

January  7,  1862. — At  7  a.  m.  a  colored  man  came  on  board  from  Fed¬ 
eral  Point.  He  reports  that  there  are  about  1,000  men  in  the  batteries 
at  Federal  Point,  and  also  that  they  have  sunk  two  vessels  in  the  chan¬ 
nel  near  Zeek’s  Island  and  that  they  are  getting  ready  to  sink  another 
in  the  river  cbannel. 

January  25. — Got  underway  [and  stood  out  to  sea]. 

February  3. — At  9 : 30  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  oft  the  city  of  Baltimore 
[for  repairs]. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Mystic,  November  30,  1861,  to  March  7,  1862. 

November  30, 1861. — At  2  p.  m.  put  the  ship  in  commission. 

December  15. — Anchored  iu  the  Eappahannock  Eiver. 

December  19. — At  5:  30  p.  m.  sent  second  cutter  with  armed  crew,  in 
charge  of  W.  E.  Morton,  master’s  mate,  to  cooperate  with  the  Dawn  in 
an  expedition. 

December  21. — At  7  p.  m.  observed  boat  inshore  of  us;  armed  boats 
and  pursued  her,  but  she  escaped  up  the  river. 

December  27. — Got  underway  iu  company  with  the  Dawn  and  ran  up 
to  the  mouth  of  Indian  Greek  for  a  reconnoissance.  Saw  nothing  of  the 
enemy,  and  at  noon  returned  and  proceeded  up  the  Eappahannock. 
Steamed  up  the  river  as  far  as  Carter’s  Creek ;  saw  nothing,  and  returned 
and  anchored  at  the  mouth  of  the  river. 

January  6,  1862. — At  9:30  a.  m.  got  underway  and  went  up  to  Mos¬ 
quito  Point  for  oysters.  Sent  in  two  boats.  At  1  p.  m.  the  boats  were 
fired  on  from  the  woods  on  shore;  as  no  person  could  be  observed, 
did  not  return  the  fire.  Proceeded  on  board  and  dropped  a  shell  into 
the  woods  where  the  shot  came  from.  Eeturned  to  our  previous  anchor¬ 
age  off  Windmill  Point. 

January  15. — At  11:30  a.  m.  discovered  a  vessel  bearing  W.  S.  W.; 
got  underway  and  ran  for  her.  At  12: 15  first  and  second  cutters  left 
the  ship  in  chase.  As  they  pulled  in,  we  opened  fire  on  the  shore  to 
cover  their  attack.  At  12 : 45  the  enemy  opened  fire  on  the  boats  with 
a  small  fieldpiece  and  rifies,  when  the  boats  were  recalled.  At  1  we 
were  joined  by  the  Dawn,  when  the  enemy  opened  on  both  vessels,  which 
was  returned  promptly  by  both,  and  a  brisk  interchange  of  shots  was 
kept  up  for  thirty  minutes,  when  we  deemed  it  prudent  to  haul  off,  the 
enemy’s  guns  being  concealed  by  the  trees  and  their  range  superior  to 
our  own.  Expended  in  the  action  9  shell  and  8  shot. 

January  25.— At  8:15  p.  in.  sent  Acting  Master  Meader  with  first 
cutter  to  reconnoiter.  At  11 :  45  first  cutter  returned. 

January  2d.— At  2: 15  a,  m.  sent  first  cutter  with  Acting  Master  Blak- 
iston  to  reconnoiter.  At  5  a.  m.  the  first  cutter  returned. 

February  12.— Ean  up  as  far  as  Grey’s  Point  to  reconnoiter.  At  6 
p.  m.  steamed  down  the  river. 

February  28.— At  8  a.  m.  left  for  Fortress  Monroe.  At  3:30  p.  in. 
arrived  at  Fortress  Monroe. 

March  2. — Boilers  undergoing  repairs. 
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Abstract  log  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes,  September  19,  1861,  to  March  7,  1862. 

September  19,  1861. — At  1  p.  ru.  ship  was  put  in  commission  [New 
York  navy  yard]. 

October  29.— [Hatteras  Inlet.]  At  11:30  a.  m.  a  steamer  in  sight  to 
northward  and  westward;  called  to  general  quarters  and  exchanged 
shots;  fired  4  shots  from  pivot  gun,  when  the  enemy  retreated. 

November  18. — A  rebel  steamer  came  insight,  coming  to  within  about 
4  miles,  when  she  rounded  to  and  stood  away  to  the  northward. 

November  20. — A  steamer  in  sight;  called  all  hands  to  quarters,  the 
enemy  firing  2  shots  at  us.  At  12:30  p.  m.  the  enemy  left;  secured  the 
guns. 

December  i. — At  4: 45  p.  m.  mustered  the  crew  at  quarters,  armed  the 
watch,  and  got  the  battery  ready  for  action;  saw  the  masts  of  a  large 
schooner,  supposed  to  be  inside  Ocracoke. 

December  5. — At  6:30  a.  m.  discovered  two  steamers  in  the  N.N.  W., 
coming  into  the  Swash  Channel;  fired  5  shots  from  the  pivot  gun  with 
shrapnel  (plugged),  one  15-second  shell  from  broadside  gun,  and  1 
shot  from  howitzer.  The  rebels  returned  the  fire  sharply  for  some 
thirty  minutes,  when  they  ceased  firing,  and  at  8  o’clock  rounded  to 
and  stood  off  to  the  N.  N.  W.  The  nearest  shot  from  the  enemy  fell 
short  about  200  yards.  At  1  p.  m.  a  steamer  in  sight.  At  1 : 30  made 
our  number,  which  was  not  answered.  At  1 : 45  made  signal  for  the 
Ceres  to  get  underway  and  overhaul  her.  After  getting  underway,  in 
turning  around,  she  got  aground  and  could  not  get  off.  At  2:20  the 
steamer  in  sight  passed  the  inlet. 

January  21,  1862. — At  1  p.  m.  two  rebel  steamers  in  sight;  flagship 
Delaware ,  with  six  of  the  fleet,  gave  chase. 

February  6. — From  8  a.  m.  to  meridian  [Pamlico  Sound] :  Two  rebel 
steamers  in  sight  ahead.  From  4  to  6  p.  m. :  Called  to  quarters  and  got 
the  battery  ready  for  action. 


CONFEDERATE  REPORTS  ALNT)  CORRESPONDENCE.* 


Order  of  Captain  Barron,  Virginia  Navy,  Chief  of  Office  of  Detail  and 
Equipment,  to  Lieutenant  Jones,  Virginia  Navy,  regarding  construction 
of  batteries  in  BurwelVs  Bay. 


Office  of  Naval  Detail  and  Equipment, 

Bichmond ,  Va.,  April  29,  1861. 

Sir:  Proceed  to  Burwell’s  Bay  in  company  with  Colonel  Talcott,  and 
after  obtaining  from  him  such  information  as  you  may  require  in  the 
construction  of  the  battery  there,  you  will  proceed  to  execute  the 
work.  Guns  and  munitions  will  be  sent  to  you,  and  there  will  be  a 
volunteer  force  to  aid  you  in  the  protection  of  the  battery. 

Captain  H.  H.  Cocke  is  in  command,  and  you  will  report  to  him  by 
letter  or  otherwise. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Lee: 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  Barron, 
Captain ,  in  Charge. 


Lieutenant  Catesby  Ap  R. 


Jones,  Virginia  Navy, 

Norfolk,  Va. 


*The  reports  and  correspondence  from  April  29-June  11,  1861,  should  have  been 
printed  in  Vol.  5,  hut  were  not  avaliable  at  time  of  publication. — Compilers. 
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Additional  order  of  Captain  Barron ,  Virginia  Navy,  Chief  of  Office  of 
Detail  and  Equipment ,  to  Lieutenant  Jones,  l  irginia  A  ary,  regarding 
v  the  construction  of  batteries  in  BurwelVs  Bay. 

Office  of  Naval  Detail  and  Equipment, 

Richmond,  Va.,  April  29,  1861. 

Sir:  Proceed  to  Norfolk  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  instruc¬ 
tions  contained  in  the  order  to  you  of  this  date. 

Upon  application  to  the  commandant  of  the  yard,  he  will  furnish  you 
with  mechanics,  carrylogs,  guns,  and  such  other  articles  as  you  may 
require.  Dispatch  is  very  important. 

By  order  of  Major-Geueral  Lee: 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  Barron, 

Captain,  in  Charge. 

Lieutenant  Oatesby  ap  R.  Jones,  Virginia  Navy, 

Richmond,  Va. 

The  superintendents  or  conductors  of  the  railroad  between  Richmond 
and  Norfolk  will  pass  you  under  this  order,  and  charge  the  account  to 
the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia. 


Letter  from  Major  Eioell,  Virginia  Volunteers ,  to  Lieutenant  Jones,  Vir¬ 
ginia  Navy,  regarding  a  force  for  the  protection  of  batteries  under  con¬ 
struction  in  BurwelVs  Bay. 

Williamsburg,  May  4, 1861. 

Sir  :  Such  is  the  present  condition  of  the  force  of  volunteers  here  it 
is  impossible  to  comply  with  your  request,  viz,  to  send  a  force  sufficient 
to  protect  the  battery  you  are  erecting.  To  reassure  the  workmen  and 
thus  hasten  the  construction,  a  detachment  of  the  J unior  Guard  is  under 
orders  to  proceed  at  once  to  the  island. 

Respectfully,  Benj.  S.  Ewell, 

Major ,  Virginia  Volunteers. 

Captain  Catesby  ap  R.  Jones,  Virginia  Navy, 

Jamestown  Island. 


Letter  from  Captain  Barron,  Virginia  Navy,  Chief  of  Office  of  Detail 
and  Equipment,  to  Captain  Cocke ,  Virginia  Navy,  regarding  a  force  for 
the  protection  of  batteries  under  construction. 

Office  of  Naval  Detail  and  Equipment, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  5,  1861. 

Sir  :  Please  say  to  Captain  Allen  that  Major-General  Lee  wishes  him 
to  assume  command  of  his  company  and  station  them  for  the  support 
of  your  work.  Should  this  not  be  a  sufficient  force  for  the  protection 
of  the  works,  you  are  authorized  to  call  on  Major  Ewell  at  Williams¬ 
burg  for  such  contingent  as  you  may  deem  necessary. 

When  application  is  made  by  Captain  Allen,  the  major-general  will 
have  his  company  mustered  into  service. 

We  have  received  information  that  the  vessels  of  the  blockading 
squadron  are  extending  their  visits  high  up  the  river.  You  are  directed 
to  prevent  their  ascent  above  your  fort,  observing  the  usual  practice  in 
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such  cases,  first,  a  shot  across  the  bow;  if  not  attended  to,  one  imme¬ 
diately  over  the  vessel.  Should  these  signals  be  disregarded,  you  must 
fire  into  them.  It  is,  however,  the  major-general’s  desire  to  keep  off 
hostile  collision,  if  it  be  properly  avoidable.  It  is  thought  advisable 
that  no  opportunity  of  gaining  information  by  the  enemy  of  what  we 
are  doing  should  be  afforded.  To  this  end  you  are  authorized  to  pre¬ 
vent  any  vessel  from  passing  down  the  river. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Lee: 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  Barron, 

Captain ,  in  Charge. 

Captain  H.  H.  Cocke,  Virginia  Navy, 

Petersburg,  Ya. 


Report  of  Lieutenan  t  Jones ,  Virginia  Navy ,  of  the  selection  of  Jamestown 
Island  as  a  suitable  position  for  a  battery. 

Jamestown  Island,  May  5, 1861. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  29tli  ultimo,  I  proceeded  the 
next  morning,  in  company  with  Lieutenant  Randolph,  to  Norfolk,  for 
the  purpose  of  hastening  the  prejparation  of  a  battery  for  Burwell’s 
Bay.  Finding  that  I  could  not,  without  much  delay,  obtain  more 
than  six  guns  (one  IS-inch  and  five  32-pounders),  I  made  the  necessary 
arrangements  for  that  number  and  left  Lieutenant  Kandolph  to  bring 
them  on  when  ready,  whilst  I  accompanied  Colonel  Talcott  on  a  recon- 
noissance  for  a  suitable  position  for  a  battery.  After  some  days’  exam¬ 
ination,  Colonel  Talcott  selected  this  island  as  the  lowest  place  on  the 
river  for  a  battery,  and  therefore  a  very  important  position.  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liam  Allen  (the  proprietor  of  the  island)  had,  himself,  commenced  con¬ 
structing  a  battery  here,  for  which  he  informs  me  eight  32-pounders 
are  preparing  at  Norfolk,  but  these,  it  is  to  be  apprehended,  will  not 
be  sent  here  now  without  an  order  from  you,  as  it  may  be  thought  that 
the  battery  for  Burwell’s  Bay  will  answer;  but  supposing  them  to  be 
sent,  there  will  yet  remain  two  guns  to  complete  the  battery  as  laid 
out,  which  Colonel  Talcott  recommends  shall  be  taken  from  the  twelve 
IX-incli  guns  now  mounted  at  Fort  Norfolk.  Lieutenant  Randolph 
writes  that  some  of  the  guns  and  articles  selected  for  this  place  have 
been  appropriated  for  batteries  above.  This  will  cause  delay  where  it 
is  most  injurious,  as  from  our  position  we  are  most  exposed.  The  Glen- 
cove  was  fired  into  yesterday  only  a  few  miles  below  this.  I  requested 
Major  Ewell,  of  Williamsburg,  to  order  a  force  to  protect  our  opera¬ 
tions.  He  last  night  sent  a  detachment  of  the  Junior  Guard,  consist¬ 
ing  of  17,  but  without  artillery.  They  may  serve  to  reassure  the  work¬ 
men,  who  have  been  most  alarmed,  and  thus  hasten  the  work. 

I  have  assumed  command  and  commenced  constructing  the  battery. 
The  work  will,  owing  to  the  course  of  the  channel  which  it  is  to  com¬ 
mand,  be  aD  extensive  one,  with  five  faces  and  sixteen  guns.  We  have 
over  a  hundred  negroes,  but  are  delayed  for  want  of  barrows,  tools, 
and  provisions.  We  shall,  however,  be  ready  to-morrow,  if  the  guns 
arrive,  to  mount  a  portion  of  them  temporarily.  Mr.  Allen  and  other 
gentlemen  have  thus  far  supplied  the  negroes,  but  they  are  short  of 
meat,  and  we  require  1,000  pounds  of  meat,  besides  subsistence  for  the 
volunteers.  Please  have  it  furnished,  or  direct  me  how  to  obtain  it.  I 
have  been  embarrassed  in  this  and  other  cases  where  expenditures 
were  necessary,  and  respectfully  request  instructions. 
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We  require  a  force  to  protect  the  battery  and  a  force  to  woik  tlie 
guns,  and  of  course  provisions  to  protect  them. 

I  bave  reported  by  letter  to  Captain  Cocke,  and  also  addressed  bim 
important  communications  relating  to  matters  mentioned  in  tbis,  but  to 
this  time  have  bad  no  instructions  from  bim  and  bave  been  forced  to 
act  without  them.  I  have  thought  proper,  therefore,  to  communicate 

directlv  with  you.  _  , 

[Oatesby  ap  E.  Jones.] 

Captain  S.  Barron,  Virginia  Navy, 

Richmond ,  I7a. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Jones ,  Virginia  Navy ,  to  Captain  Allen ,  com¬ 
manding  Jamestown  Guard,  requesting  protection  of  the  battery  under 
erection  at  that  place. 


Jamestown  Island,  May  6 ,  1861. 
Sir:  I  am  authorized  by  Major-General  Lee  to  call  upon  you,  with 
your  command,  for  the  protection  of  Jamestown  battery. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

Catesby  ap  E.  Jones. 

Captain  William  Allen, 

Commanding  Jamestoicn  Guard. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Jones ,  Virginia  Navy ,  to  Major  Ewell ,  Virginia 
Volunteers,  requesting  protection  for  Jamestown  battery. 

Jamestown  Island,  May  6,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  am  authorized  by  Major-General  Lee  to  call  upon  you  for  two 
companies  to  protect  the  battery  under  my  command. 

Will  you  be  pleased  to  give  the  necessary  orders,  that  they  may  be 
here  with  the  least  practicable  delay? 

I  will  also  thank  you  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  sub¬ 
sisting  them,  as  we  are  entirely  without  provisions. 

I  should  like  to  be  informed  of  what  steps  you  take,  and  also  when  I 
may  expect  the  men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Catesby  ap  E.  Jones, 
Virginia  Navy ,  Commanding  Battery. 

Major  Ewell, 

Williamsburg. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Jones ,  Virginia  Navy ,  to  the  commanding  officer 
at  Fort  Powhatan ,  requesting  an  increased  force  on  Jamestoicn  Island. 

Jamestown  Island,  May  6 , 1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  send  the  remainder  of  Captain 
Briggs’s  company  to  this  island  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  in  protecting 
and  fighting  the  battery.  The  present  force  is  entirely  inadequate. 
We  now  have  four  guns  mounted;  it  would  require  at  least  fifty  men  to 
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fight  them;  and  we  are  hourly  expecting  other  guns,  which  will  require 
many  more. 

With  the  men  will  be  required  pro visions,  etc. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Oatesby  ap  E.  Jones, 

Commanding  Battery. 

Major  [John  P.]  Wilson,  or  Commanding  Officer, 

Fort  Powhatan. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Jones ,  Virginia  Navy ,  commanding  Jamestown 
battery ,  regarding  the  lack  of  suitable  force  for  its  protection. 

Jamestown  Island,  May  6, 1861. 

Sir:  Yesterday  evening  Commander  Maury,  by  your  order,  delivered 
four  32  pounders  for  this  battery,  but  without  purchases,  tackles,  or 
any  other  means  of  handling  them,  and  we  have  consequently  been 
forced  to  suspend  operations  on  the  work  and  employ  all  hands  to  land 
and  place  the  guns  where  they  can  be  fired,  which  I  do  not  expect  to 
accomplish  this  forenoon.  No  train  or  side  tackles  have  been  sent, 
Commander  Maury  informing  me  that  Captain  Cocke  said  they  were 
all  needed  at  Fort  Powhatan ;  nor  has  there  been  any  force  sent  to  work 
the  guns  or  to  protect  them. 

The  17  men  from  Williamsburg  were  ordered  to  return  there  last 
evening,  leaving  the  guns  entirely  unprotected.  Commander  Maury, 
at  my  request,  represented  our  condition  at  the  fort  above,  Avhere  I 
understand  there  were  some  200  men,  and  returned  last  night  with  20 
men,  a  detachment  of  the  Greenville  Guards,  which  is  now  the  only 
guard  we  have. 

Y"our  letter  to  Captain  Cocke  of  the  5th  instant  has  been  placed  in 
my  hands.  I  shall  act  as  if  it  were  addressed  to  me.  I  have  called 
upon  Captain  Allen  this  morning  for  his  company.  He  informs  me 
that  they  are  without  arms  or  uniform.  I  respectfully  request,  as 
they  are  fine  marksmen,  that  rifled  guns  be  sent  them  at  this  place.  I 
shall  also  call  upon  Major  Ewell  for  two  companies,  though  I  do  not 
expect  to  obtain  them,  as  his  command  are  somewhere  on  York  Eiver. 

Yesterday  I  received  a  message  from  Captain  Cocke,  saying  that  he 
would  send  some  provisions  down  to  day.  I  would  respectfully  request 
that  immediate  steps  be  taken  to  provision  the  forces  shortly  expected 
here. 

The  above  message  is  the  only  communication  of  any  kind  that  I 
have  had  from  Captain  Cocke.  It  would  appear  that  the  fort  above  is 
considered  of  much  greater  importance  than  this.  Of  course  I  am  not 
the  judge  of  that,  but  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  represent  tlie  facts,  so 
that  you  can  determine  whether  it  is  proper  that  we  should  be  left  with 
guns  without  men  or  means  of  working  them,  and  without  a  force  to 
protect  them.  It  would  appear  that  they  consider  themselves  at 
liberty  above  to  supply  themselves  without  reference  to  our  wants, 
though  we  are  more  exposed  to  attack  and  more  remote  from  the  source 
of  supply. 

I  will  conclude  by  stating  that  imperfect  as  are  the  means  of  defense, 
1  shall  endeavor  to  use  them  to  the  best  advantage,  and  in  accordance 
with  the  instructions  in  your  letter  to  Captain  Cocke. 

Very  respectfully,  Catesby  ap  E.  Jones, 

Virginia  Navy,  Commanding  Battery. 

Captain  S.  Barron,  Virginia  Navy, 

Richmond. 
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:  p.  — Lieutenant  Maury,  in  order  to  enable  me  to  keep  a  lookout 
and  stop  the  passage  of  vessels  down  the  river,  left  the  tug  Raney 

here.  Both  he  and  I  consider  it  very  necessary. 


It  may  he  proper  to  state  that  not  the  least  blame  can  be  attached  to 
Lieutenant  Maury  for  the  condition  the  guns  were  delivered  m. 


Letter  from  Captain  Briggs,  Virginia  Volunteers ,  to  Lieutenant  Jones, 
Virginia  Navy,  commanding  Jamestown  battery,  regarding  the  needs 
of  Ms  command. 

Jamestown,  May  8,  1861. 

[Sir-1  The  Greenville  Guards  in  my  command  is  composed  of  1  cap¬ 
tain,  3  lieutenants,  4  sergeants,  4  corporals,  and  73  privates.  W e  have 
50  Enfield  rifles,  18  flint-lock  muskets,  with  no  flints,  and  entirely  out 


of*  order. 

We  have  about  2  rounds  only  of  cartridges  for  Enfield  rifles,  and 
about  10  rounds  balls.  Ammunition  is  absolutely  required. 

We  have  no  knapsacks,  no  cartridge  boxes,  no  tents,  no  stationery ; 
in  fact,  no  camp  equipage,  except  a  few  camp  kettles. 

The  old  muskets  being  entirely  useless,  we  would  respectfully  ask  toi 
30  good  guns  to  correspond  as  nearly  as  possible  to  our  rifles. 

Yery  respectfully, 

J  1  Wm.  H.  Briggs, 

Captain. 


Captain  Catesby  ap  R.  Jones. 


p.  S  — There  are  13  without  any  guns  at  all. 
swords.  Two  of  the  muskets  have  no  rammers. 


We  need  also  2  good 
W.  H.  B. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Jones,  Virginia  Navy,  regarding  the  mounting  of 

guns  in  the  J amestown  battery. 

Jamestown  Battery,  May  10,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  conveyed  by  Lieutenant  Randolph, 
I  have  ordered  the  remaining  tug  to  return  to  Richmond.  She  will 
have  the  lighter  that  brought  the  guns  in  tow.  I  have  previously  stated 
the  importance  of  having  a  steamer  here.  I  will  add  that  I  have  no 
reason  to  change  opinion. 

We  have  now  8  guns  mounted,  two  IX-incli,  and  six  32-pounders  ot  57 
hundredweight,  and  had  succeeded,  after  great  labor,  in  having  tempo¬ 
rary  platforms  constructed  where  they  could  be  worked,  but  it  proved 
to  be  labor  thrown  away,  for  Captain  Cocke  yesterday  visited  the  bat¬ 
tery  and  ordered  the  side  and  train  tackles  for  three  of  the  guns  to  be 
sent  to  his  battery  at  Fort  Powhatan.  I  considered  it  my  duty  to  say 
to  him  that  this  battery  must  first  be  attacked,  and  that  the  guns  above 
(32-pounders  of  52  hundredweight)  were  lighter  than  ours,  and  could, 
with  less  difficulty,  be  worked  without  tackles  than  ours,  and  that  they 
had  more  men  than  we  had.  He  replied  that  it  was  necessary  to  com¬ 
plete  the  battery  above,  and  he  had  ordered  other  tackle  for  this  bat¬ 
tery.  The  IX-inch  sent  from  Richmond  has  no  sights  or  sight  boxes, 
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and  is  without  an  elevating-  screw  or  roller  handspike.  Captain  Cocke 
brought  some  cartridges  for  the  Enfield  rifles,  but  the  balls  were  too 
large  to  enter.  I  suppose  they  must  have  been  made  for  the  new  rifled 
musket  which  was  purposely  made  a  few  thousandths  of  an  inch  larger 
than  the  Enfield. 

We  are  working  a  large  force;  about  250  are  now  employed.  Our 
supply  of  provisions  is  running  low,  a  company  from  Charles  City,  num¬ 
bering  50,  having  just  arrived. 

This  morning  we  fired  a  32-pounder  with  0  pounds  of  powder  and 
round  shot  to  see  if  the  breeching  could  not  be  dispensed  with.  The 
recoil  was  but  little  more  than  necessary  to  the  load.  The  inclination 
of  the  platform  is  1  inch  to  the  foot.  As  anticipated,  the  breeching  is 
entirely  unnecessary. 

Mr.  Myers,  the  engineer  of  the  work,  is,  I  regret  to  say,  quite  unwell; 
if  possible  he  will  see  you  in  person  and  give  you  any  information  you 
may  require  in  reference  to  the  work. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Catesby  ap  E.  Jones. 

Captain  Barron, 

Richmond ,  Ya. 


Personal  letter  from  Captain  Barron ,  Virginia  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Jones, 
Virginia  Navy,  regarding  the  issuance  of  a  general  order. 


May  11,  1801. 


My  Dear  Jones:  I  have  succeeded  in  getting  a  general  order  issued, 
which,  I  think,  will  relieve  you  of  all  embarrassment  hereaiter.  I  have 
sympathized  with  you  fully  in  your  annoyance,  and  hope  that  you  have 
found  comfort  in  the  full  appreciation  of  your  very  successful  efforts  in 
preparing  for  the  defense  of  our  “  good  old  mother.’7  The  navy  batteries 
are  designed  for  the  defense  of  the  rivers,  and  the  military  force  for  the 
protection  of  the  batteries.  They  all  are  expected  to  play  into  each 
other’s  hands.  We  have  nothing  particularly  new.  President  Davis  is 
looked  for  here  in  a  few  days,  and  the  next  Congress  will  probably  meet 
here. 

Bert  has  resigned  and  wants  to  know  where  you  are. 

Very  sincerely,  yours, 


S.  Barron. 


Lieutenant  Catesby  ap  E.  Jones,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Letter  from  Captain  Barron,  Virginia  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Jones,  Virginia 
Navy,  expressing  appreciation  of  his  zealous  prosecution  of  the  work  on 
the  battery. 

ElCIIMOND,  May  12,  1861. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  Your  two  letters  were  duly  received  yesterday.  Pro¬ 
visions  will  be  sent  you  to-morrow,  also  some  tackles  for  your  battery. 
I  wish  it  were  in  my  power  to  settle  things  in  such  a  mauner  as  to  give 
you  less  trouble  and  more  entire  control.  As  it  is,  we  must  work  away 
with  all  our  might  and  main.  Be  assured  that  both  the  major-general 
and  I  fully  appreciate  your  promptness,  energy,  and  zeal  in  the  efficient 
prosecution  of  the  work  confided  to  your  well-known  and  appreciated 
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intelligence  and  patriotism.  You  have  overcome  immense  difficulties, 
and  your  success  lias  given  great  comfort  to  the  good  people  of  this 
city  and  the  river.  What  arrangement  has  been  or  can  be  made  for  the 
safe-keeping  and  proper  expenditure  of  the  provisions  that  may  be  sent . 
The  guns  at  York  River,  Gloucester  Point,  and  West  Point  are  at  last 
in  battery;  also  some  guns  on  Aquia  Creek.  I  hope  and  believe  that 
the  Navy  will  give  satisfaction  to  the  people. 

Yery  sincerely,  yours,  ^ 

J  ’  S.  Barron. 

[Lieutenant  Catesby  ap  E.  .Tones.] 


Letter  from  Captain  Barron ,  Virginia  Vary,  Chief  of  Office  of  Detail 
and  Equipment ,  to  Lieutenant  Jones ,  Virginia  Navy ,  regarding  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  an  additional  battery. 

Richmond,  May  23, 1861. 

My  Dear  Jones:  Colonel  Magruder  is  to  assume  command  of  the 
forces  between  your  station  and  York  River.  You  are  to  hold  inter¬ 
course  with  him.  I  shall  send  you  an  officer  or  two  midshipmen;  sorry 
I  can’t  do  better  for  you.  Your  battery  is  to  be  increased  five  more 
heavy  guns;  that  is,  another  battery  is  to  be  erected  on  your  island. 
This  is  to  be  the  future  capital.  Davis  will  probably  be  here  in  a  few 
days.  Excuse  great  haste. 

Yery  truly,  yours, 

S.  Barron. 


Lieutenant  Catesby  ap  R.  Jones,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Detailed  report  of  Lieutenant  Jones  (?),  Virginia  Navy ,  regarding  the 

battery  of  Fort  Pocahontas. 

Port  Pocahontas  [Jamestown  Island?], 

May  21,  1861. 

Sir  :  There  are  2  IX-inch  and  6  32-pounders  in  this  battery.  One  of 
the  IX-incli  is  marked  W.  P.,  and  numbered  110;  the  other  I.  F., 
No.  276. 

The  32-pounders  are  all  marked  I.  F.,  and  numbered,  respectively, 
392,  394,  401,  406,  403,  and  408.  Weight,  57  hundredweight. 

For  the  IX-inch  we  have  70  cartridges  (10  pounds),  700  pounds,  35 
rounds;  70  shell,  35  rounds;  8  stand  of  grape,  4  rounds. 

For  the  32-pounders  we  have  396  cartridges  (8  pounds),  3,168  pounds, 
66  rounds;  498  shot,  83  rounds;  75  shell,  12  rounds;  20  stand  of  grape, 
3  rounds;  four  barrels  of  powder  (400  pounds). 

The  following  ammunition  is  required:  130  10-pound  cartridges  for 
IX-inch,  65  rounds;  130  shell,  filled  and  fuzed,  for  IX-inch,  65  rounds; 
22  stand  of  grape  for  IX-inch,  11  rounds;  12  canister  for  IX-inch,  6 
rounds;  204  9-pound  cartridges  for  32-pounder,  34  rounds;  102  shot  for 
32-pounder,  17  rounds;  45  shell,  filled  and  fuzed,  32-pounder,  7  rounds; 
70  stand  of  grape,  32-pounder,  12  rounds;  36  canister,  32-pounder,  6 
rounds ;  200  spare  fuzes,  500  primers,  2  fuze  wrenches. 

There  are  also  required:  Spare  lock  strings  (ours  are  all  too  short),  2 
vent  drills,  2  spare  beds  and  quoins,  2  spare  trucks,  spare  double 
blocks  and  spare  rope  for  falls  (our  falls  are  too  short),  spun  yarn,  1 
ladle  for  IX-inch  gun,  1  worm,  12  lanterns,  black  lead,  red  lead,  india- 
rubber  shoes  (2  pair)  for  magazine,  1  set  of  weights  and  scales,  1  set  of 
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measures  (copper),  1  funnel  for  filling  shell,  copper  tools  for  opening 
powder  barrels,  water  buckets  (2),  copper  bound,  dustpan  (copper). 

It  is  very  important  that  a  sufficient  number  of  men  should  be  sta¬ 
tioned  at  this  battery  to  man  all  the  guns  and  to  be  solely  and  exclu¬ 
sively  engaged  in  the  duties  appertaining  to  it.  The  efficiency  of  the 
battery  would  be  very  much  increased  by  the  addition  of  a  competent 
gunner  and  a  few  seamen  accustomed  to  the  handling  of  heavy  guns. 

I  have  just  been  informed  that  five  8-inch  army  guns  have  been  dis¬ 
patched  to  this  place.  This  will  readily  suggest  the  necessity  of  an 
experienced  gunner,  to  avoid,  as  much  as  possible,  the  necessary  com¬ 
plications  arising  from  the  supply  of  guns  of  three  different  calibers  in 
the  same  battery. 

P.  S. — For  8-inch  army  guns,  500  cylinders,  2  gunner’s  quadrants, 
cartridge-formers  for  32-pounder  8-inch  and  9-inch  guns,  and  cartridge 
material. 

[Catesby  ap  E.  Jones  (?), 

Lieutenant ,  C.  S.  Navy.] 


Letter  from  Captain  Barron ,  Virginia  Navy ,  Chief  of  Office  of  Detail 
and  Equipment ,  to  Lieutenant  Jones ,  Virginia  Navy ,  regarding  the 
command  of  the  battery  on  Jamestown  Lsland. 


Eichmond,  May  27,  1861. 

My  Dear  Jones:  The  Army  have  been  within  the  last  few  days 
landing  troops  and  supplies  at  the  Grove’s  [wharf],  or  some  point  sev¬ 
eral  miles  below  your  station,  which  is  considered  to  be  rather  hazard¬ 
ous.  Let  me  know,  for  the  information  of  the  general,  your  opinion  on 
this  point,  and  whether  the  same  sort  of  troops  and  supplies  may  not 
be  landed  under  the  protection  of  your  battery  at  or  near  Jamestown 
Island.  I  am  very  sorry  about  the  thoughtlessness  in  sending  your 
guns  down  in  a  vessel  drawing  so  much  water.  We  are  getting  to  be 
anxious  about  your  island,  and  the  general  and  Colonel  Talcott  deter¬ 
mined  on  the  additional  guns  which  have  been  sent  you.  The  spot  on 
which  the  battery  or  redoubt  is  to  be  erected  was,  or  is  to  be,  selected 
by  Colonel  Talcott,  the  batteries  to  be  under  your  command;  and  when 
the  requisition  for  men  to  work  the  guns  is  filled,  you  are  to  have  the 
entire  control  of  them,  exercising,  stationing,  etc.  There  has  been 
some  sad  mistake  on  this  point  on  your  river  and  at  Norfolk,  which  I 
trust  I  have  succeeded  in  correcting.  If  Captain  Cocke  be  not  on  the 
spot,  when  you  have  opportunities  to  write  me,  or  when  you  have 
requisitions  or  reports  to  make  to  this  office,  don’t  hesitate  to  do  so 
direct.  This  is  no  time  for  circumlocution.  I  am  trying  to  get  a  gun¬ 
ner’s  mate  for  you.  Had  you  not  better  write  to  Page,  at  Norfolk,  and 
ask  him  to  beat  up  a  volunteer  or  so  for  you?  You  can  offer  the  gun¬ 
ner’s  mate’s  pay,  etc.,  to  four  men.  Be  assured  that  you  have  my 
sympathies  in  all  your  trials,  and  shall  have  my  hearty  cooperation  in 
all  that  you  may  desire  to  have  done,  nor  shall  you  be  superseded  by 
any  person.  Pegram  has  been  ordered  to  Pig  Point,  and  now  it  is  pre¬ 
sumed  that  Cocke  will  devote  himself  still  more  exclusively  to  his  first 
love — Powhatan. 

President  Davis  is  expected  here  early  this  week.  Page  will  give 


you  all  the  news. 

Yery  sincerely,  yours, 


S.  Barron. 


[Lieutenant  Catesby  ap  E.  Jones.] 
n  w  r — vol  0 - 45 
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Order  of  Captain  Barron ,  Virginia  Navy,  Chief  of  Office  of  Detail  and 
Equipment,  to  Captain  Cocke,  Virginia  Navy,  commanding  James  River 
defenses,  regarding  the  duty  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Teaser. 


Office  of  Naval  Detail  and  Equipment, 

Richmond ,  Va.,  May  29,  1861. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  27th  instant  has  been  received. 

Lieutenant  James  H.  Rochelle  has  been  ordered  to  proceed  with  the 
steam  tender  Teaser  to  Jamestown  Island  and  to  report  to  you  tor  duty 
on  James  River. 

The  proper  station  for  the  Teaser  is  under  the  guns  of  Jamestown 
Island,  and  she  is  to  render  all  possible  service  to  the  Army  in  trans¬ 
porting  men,  munitions  of  war,  etc.,  from  one  place  or  station  to 
another,  principally  in  crossing  from  Jamestown  Island  to  the  mainland. 

Lieutenant  Rochelle  has  been  informed  that  no  enterprise  is  to  be 
undertaken  without  special  orders. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Lee: 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  Barron, 
Captain ,  in  Charge. 

Captain  H.  H.  Cocke, 

Commanding  James  River  Defenses,  Petersburg,  Va. 


General  instructions  from  Captain  Barron ,  Virginia  Navy,  Chief  of  Office 
of  Detail  and  Equipment,  to  Lieutenant  Jones,  Virginia  Navy. 


Richmond,  May  29,  1861. 

My  Dear  Jones:  The  Teaser  is  ordered  to  be  stationed  near  to  your 
battery.  Her  principal  service  is  to  transport  or  aid  in  transporting 
men,  arms,  munitions,  etc.,  from  the  island  to  the  mainland,  it  being 
deemed  inadvisible  to  send  troops  or  anything  else  to  landings  lower 
down  the  river.  There  is  now  a  large  force  at  Hampton  and  the  neigh¬ 
borhood,  which  may  be  designed  for  this  city,  passing  up  the  peninsula. 
Therefore,  keep  a  bright  lookout  and,  if  necessary,  spike  your  guns 
and  retire  to  the  stream.  There  may  be  attempted  an  ascent  of  the 
river  on  its  right  bank;  if  so,  your  steamer,  with  the  scows  or  lighters 
placed  under  your  orders,  will  be  used  for  transporting  the  army  to 
that  bank  of  the  river.  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that 
no  enterprise  be  undertaken  without  special  orders.  We  must  still  act 
on  the  defensive. 

President  Davis  arrived  here  this  morning;  have  not  yet  seen  him. 
Cabinet  will  all  be  here  in  a  day  or  two.  Events  are  crowding  in 
upon  us.  Your  battery  is  looked  to  with  deep  anxiety.  It  is  consid¬ 
ered  in  Richmond  the  battery  for  the  defense  of  the  city. 

Yours,  very  sincerely, 

S.  Barron. 


[Lieutenant  Catesby  ap  R.  Jones.] 


Have  any  men  been  transferred  to  you  yet  for  your  battery? 
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Letter  from  Captain  Lee ,  Virginia  Navy,  Chief  of  Office  of  Ordnance  and 

Hydrography,  to  Lieutenant  Jones,  Virginia  Navy,  commanding  James- 

town  battery,  regarding  supplies. 

Office  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography, 

Richmond,  May  29,  1861. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  tlie  28tli  [24th?]  instant  is  received,  and  in  reply 
I  have  to  state  that  your  request  in  regard  to  the  future  transportation 
of  guns  shall  be  strictly  attended  to.  I  did  not  send  your  cartridges 
because  we  had  but  one  man  in  Richmond  who  could  till  them,  and  he 
was  absent  at  the  time.  We  sent  the  powder  cylinders. 

As  previously  advised,  we  have  no  tilled  or  live  shells  of  any.  size  here. 

We  have  no  scales,  weights,  or  measures,  but  as  soon  as  they  are 
received  from  Norfolk  they  shall  be  forwarded  to  you.  Also  the  other 
articles  you  require  for  elevating  the  guns. 

That  portion  of  your  letter  referring  to  the  want  of  a  gunner  and 
crew  for  the  more  effectual  working  of  your  batteries  has  been  referred 
to  Captain  Barron  for  his  action. 

The  sending  to  you  the  army  guns  was  a  sudden  determination  from 
headquarters.  They  were  ordered  to  be  sent  without  delay,  and  we 
had  no  time  to  advise  you  of  their  coming. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  Lee, 
Captain,  in  Charge. 

Lieutenant  Catesby  ap  R.  Jones, 

Commanding  Battery  at  Jamestown  Island. 


Order  from  Captain  Cocke ,  Virginia  Navy,  commanding  Jaynes  River 
defenses,  to  Lieutenant  Jones,  commanding  Jamestown  battery,  regard- 
ing  the  duty  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Teaser. 


Fort  Powhatan,  May  30, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  directed  Lieutenant  Rochelle,  of  the  steamer  Teaser,  to 
report  to  you  for  duty.  I  have  also  enclosed  Captain  Barron’s  letter 
to  me,  in  relation  to  her,  which  you  will  be  pleased  to  observe. 

All  official  communications  from  the  officers  under  my  command  will 


have  to  pass  through  my  hands,  agreeably  to  general  orders  from 
headquarters. 

Y ery  respectfully,  yours, 

H.  H.  Cocke. 


Lieutenant  Catesby  ap  R.  Jones, 

Commanding  Battery ,  Jamestown. 


p.  s. — Your  communications  to  me  be  pleased  to  direct  to  this  place. 

H.  H.  C. 


General  order  from  Captam  Lee ,  Virginia  Navy,  Chief  of  Office  of 
Ordnance  and  Hydrography ,  urging  care  in  the  expenditure  of  ammu¬ 
nition. 

Office  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography, 

Richmond,  May  31,  1861. 

Sir  :  This  office  feels  called  upon  to  remind  the  officers  in  charge  of 
the  several  batteries  along  the  rivers  that  unnecessary  expenditure  of 
ammunition,  shells,  and  other  projectiles  must  be  avoided. 
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You  will  please,  therefore,  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  officers  in 
charge  of  said  batteries  the  great  necessity  of  not  throwing  away  their 
ammunition,  shells,  etc.,  uselessly,  as  our  means  of  supplying  ammuni¬ 
tion  and  projectiles  is  very  limited.  Of  live  shells  we  have  none  and 
no  person  upon  whom  we  can  lay  our  hands  to  till  a  shell,  consequently 
are  dependent  upon  the  small  supply  that  has  been  already  furnished 
to  the  batteries.  Hence,  you  will  perceive  the  stern  necessity  of  care¬ 
fully  holding  on  to  those  we  may  now  have. 

You  will  please  furnish  each  officer  commanding  a  battery  with  a 
copy  of  this  order. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

S.  S.  Lee, 
Captain ,  in  Charge. 

Captain  H.  H.  Cocke, 

Commanding  District ,  James  River ,  City  Point. 


Letter  from  Captain  Barron ,  Virginia  Navy ,  Chief  of  Office  of  Detail 
and  Equipment ,  to  Lieutenant  Jones ,  Virginia  Navy ,  commanding 
Jamestown  battery ,  regarding  guns  and  shells. 

June  1, 1861. 


My  Dear  Jones:  I  have  made  out  an  appointment  as  acting  car¬ 
penter  for  Mr.  Ditchings,  and  as  soon  as  he  appears  I  will  send  him  to 
you.  I  have  also  caused  Mr.  Myers’s  case  to  be  laid  before  the  Gover¬ 
nor  and  council,  and  hope  to  get  his  commission  properly  dated.  I  am 
endeavoring  to  get  slides,  beds,  etc.,  made  for  some  of  our  casemates. 
If  I  succeed,  I  will  send  you  some  of  the  light  guns  for  your  redoubt. 
We  have  no  filled  or  fuzed  shells.  We  are  trying  to  manufacture  fuzes 
at  the  Norfolk  yard.  When  we  get  some  you  shall  be  supplied.  I  have 
heard  of  a  gunner,  who,  if  I  get,  shall  be  sent  to  you.  If  any  more 
officers  present  themselves  I  will  not  forget  you,  be  assured.  The 
council  think  of  making  you  a  visit  on  Tuesday  next. 

President  Davis  is  here.  Toombs  also.  Mallory  and  Walker  are  to  be 
here  to-day.  To-morrow  or  next  day  we  shall  all  be  placed  under 
President  Davis,  I  think. 

Yours,  very  truly, 


S.  Barron. 


[Lieutenant  Catesby  ap  K.  Jones.] 


The  officers  of  our  Navy  will  be  incorporated  in  the  Confederate 
States  Navy  without  any  application  other  than  such  as  will  be 
attended  to  by  the  Government  here.  I  have  been  before  the  coun¬ 
cil  on  this  subject.  Walker  must  be  rated  by  you — i.  e.,  his  date  of 
entrance  on  duty  with  you,  and  the  rate  of  pay  received  by  ship’s  car¬ 
penters  will  be  allowed  him  as  if  he  had  been  at  work  in  the  Norfolk 
navy  yard. 

S.  Barron. 


Letter  from  Captain  Barron ,  Virginia  Navy ,  Chief  of  Office  of  Detail 
and  Equipment ,  to  Lieutenant  Jones ,  Virginia  Navy ,  commanding 
Jamestoicn  battery ,  referring  to  the  transfer  of  the  Navy. 

Wednesday  Evening  [June  2, 1861?]. 
My  Dear  Jones:  If  I  can  possibly  find  an  officer  you  shall  have 
him.  Jones  is  in  a  battery  at  Norfolk.  Murdaugh  has  not  got  here 
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yet.  If  you  have  anything  to  communicate,  always  write  me  privately, 
if  you  think  it  desirable  that  I  should  be  informed.  I  am  truly  sorry 
that  you  should  be  trammeled,  but  necessity  has  no  law.  Mr.  Mallory 
is  here,  and  we  shall  all  be  transferred  over  to-morrow  or  next  day. 
Nothing  new.  Nobody  hurt  at  Aquia  Creek,  notwithstanding  Yankee 
Ward’s  lying  report. 

Yours,  sincerely, 

S.  Barron. 

[Lieutenant  Catesby  ap  R.  Jones.] 

If  anything  is  due  to  Walker  and  Mr.  Hitchings  before  they  were 
appointed,  have  an  account  made  out,  certified  by  Captain  Cocke  or 

yourself,  and  I  will  attend  to  it. 

’  S.  B. 


Letter  from  Captain  Barron ,  Virginia  Navy ,  Chief  of  Office  of  Detail 
and  Equipment ,  to  Lieutenant  Jones ,  commanding  Jamestown  battery , 
regarding  the  transfer  of  the  Virginia  Navy. 

June  11, 1861. 

My  Dear  Jones:  I  have  only  time  to  say  that  yesterday  we  were 
all  transferred  to  Mr.  Mallory.  The  appointments  in  the  Confederate 
States  Navy  will  be  made  without  any  individual  action,  the  governor 
and  council  having  done  all  that  is  necessary  in  the  premises.  I  am 
retained  in  this  office— Detail  and  Orders.  Ingraham  is  in  Ordnance 
and  Hydrography;  De  Bree,  Provisions  and  Clothing;  Spotswood,  Sur¬ 
gery  and  Medicine.  Address  communications  accordingly.  I  have 
written  a  circular  telling  of  the  change. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

J  ’  S.  Barron. 

[Lieutenant  Catesby  ap  R.  Jones.] 


Order  of  the  commandant  navy  yard ,  Norfolk ,  to  Commander  Lee,  C.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  articles  required  by  the  C.  8.  8.  Patrick  Henry. 

Navy  Yard,  Gosport  [Norfolk],  July  16, 1861. 
Sir:  The  steamer  Patrick  Henry ,  alias  Yorlctown,  is  now  waiting  for 
awnings,  hammocks,  wind  sails,  etc.,  and,  in  accordance  with  a  request 
from  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  aud  Detail,  you  will  proceed  to  fill  the 
order  with  all  possible  dispatch,  even  to  the  exclusion  of  work  now  on 

hand.  „  .  ,  .. 

In  addition,  you  will  please  forward  500  fathoms  1-mch  manila  rone 

to  Commander  M.  F.  Maury. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

F.  Forrest, 

Commandant. 

Commander  S.  S.  Lee, 

Executive  Department. 


Order  of  the  commandant  navy  yard ,  Norfolk,  to  Paymaster  Peters ,  C.  8. 
Navy,  regarding  chartered  steamer  Harmony. 

Navy  Yard,  Gosport  [Norfolk],  July  20, 1861. 
Sir  :  I  herewith  would  inform  you  for  your  guidance  that  the  State 
of  Virginia  will  pay  for  the  use  of  the  steamer  Harmony  up  to  the  1st 
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instant.  After  tliat  date  the  accounts  will  be  made  out  against,  and 
paid  by,  the  Confederate  States. 

Eespectfully,  N.  Forrest. 

Paymaster  William  II.  Peters. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States  to  Captain 
Barron ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  Chief  of  Office  of  Orders  and  Detail ,  to  proceed 
to  the  command'  of  naval  defenses  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 

C.  S.  Navy  Department, 

Richmond ,  July  20,  1861. 

Sir  :  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  office  of  Orders  and  Detail 
and  will  take  charge  of  the  naval  defenses  of  the  States  of  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina  afloat,  and  adopt  every  means  in  your  power  to 
make  them  efficient  against  the  enemy. 

You  will  make  an  examination  of  the  coast  and  waters  of  North 
Carolina,  and  make  such  suggestions  as  your  judgment  may  dictate 
for  the  protection  of  the  honor  and  interests  of  the  country. 

The  Department  is  unwilling  to  circumscribe  your  action  by  detailed 
instructions,  relying  as  it  does  upon  your  judgment. 

The  following  vessels,  to  which  others  will  be  added,  are  placed  under 
your  command,  viz :  The  Patrick  Henry ,  Jamestown,  St.  Nicholas ,  George 
Page,  Raleigh,  Edwards,  and  Ellis. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Captain  Samuel  Barron,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail ,  Navy  Department,  Richmond,  Ya. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Simms,  C.  S.  Navy,  to 
assume  command  of  the  C.  S.  S.  George  Page.* 

C.  S.  Navy  Department, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail,  Richmond,  Va.,  July  20, 1861. 

Sir  :  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  Potomac  Eiver  defenses  and 
you  will  proceed  to  Aquia  Creek  and  report  to  Captain  William  F. 
Lynch  for  the  command  of  the  C.  S.  S.  George  Page ,  which  vessel  con¬ 
stitutes  a  part  of  the  command  of  Captain  S.  Barron,  appointed  to 
command  the  naval  defenses  afloat  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  Barron, 
Captain,  in  Charge. 

Lieutenant  C.  O.  Simms,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Fredericksburg ,  Ya. 


General  order  of  Flag-  Officer  Barron,  C.  S.  Navy,  on  assuming  command 
of  naval  def  uses  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 

Eichmond,  Va.,  July  22,  1861. 

Having  been  assigned  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the 
charge  of  the  naval  defenses  of  the  States  of  Virginia  and  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  I  hereby  assume  command. 


Afterwards  called  the  C.  S.  S.  Richmond. 
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The  officers  in  command  of  the  steamers  Patrick  Henry ,  St.  Nicholas, 
Jamestown ,  Georye  Page ,  Raleigh ,  Ellis,  and  Edwards,  constituting  the 
present  command,  will  report  accordingly  to  me,  by  letter  directed  to 
this  city. 

S.  Barron, 

Commanding  Naval  Defenses  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 


Order  of  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  to  Lieutenant  Alexander, 
C.  S.  Navy,  to  assume  command  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Raleigh. 

Navy  Yard,  Gosport  [Norfolk],  July  22, 1861. 
Sir  :  You  will  report  yourself  to  Commander  Lee  as  the  commander 
of  the  C.  S.  S.  Raleigh. 

Captain  Lee  will  proceed  at  once  to  lit  her  out  with  all  expedition. 
By  order  of  commandant : 

T.  T.  Hunter, 
Commander  and  Adjutant. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  W.  Alexander, 

C.  S.  S.  Raleigh. 


Order  of  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  to  Commander  Lee,  C.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  command  of  the  C.  S.  steamers  Ellis  and  Raleigh. 

Navy  Yard,  Gosport  [Norfolk],  July  22, 1861. 
Sir:  The  flag-officer  directs  that  the  captains  of  the  Raleigh  and 
Ellis  turn  their  respective  vessels  over  to  you,  and  will  give  further 
orders  on  the  subject. 

By  order  of  the  flag-officer: 

Tuos.  T.  Hunter, 
Commander  and  Adjutant. 

Commander  Lee. 


Report  of  First  Assistant  Engineer  Clark,  C.  S.  Navy,  C.  S.  S.  Patrick 
Henry,  regarding  amounts  expended  for  repairs  to  that  vessel. 

C.  S.  S.  Patrick  Henry, 

City  Point,  Va.,  July  23,  1861. 

Sir:  Below  you  will  find  the  amounts  expended  for  repairs  to  the 
engines,  boilers,  and  cost  of  armature  of  this  vessel  to  this  date: 


For  repairs  of  engines . 

For  repairs  of  boilers . 

For  repairs  of  smoke  pipe . 

For  repairs  of  gongs  and  bells . - . : . 

For  one  forward  shield  of  wrought  iron  38  feet  long,  8  feet  6  inches  high, 

and  3f  inches  thick,  weighing  48,760  pounds . 

For  one  after  shield,  same  dimensions  and  weight . 

For  two  side  sheathings  of  wrought  iron  50  feet  long,  7  feet  6  inches  high, 

and  2  inches  thick,  weighing  26,750  pounds  each . 

For  bolts,  nuts,  spikes,  and  wood  screws,  weighing  7,392  pounds . 

For  labor,  cutting,  and  use  of  tools  on  armature . 


$351.  38 
264.51 
138. 85 
15.00 

3,  487.  02 
3, 487. 01 

3,  477.  50 
976. 25 
928.  31 


Total 


13, 125.  83 


All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hugh  Clark, 

First  Assistant  Engineer ,  C.  8.  Navy. 
Commander  J.  B.  Tucker,  C.  S.  Navy. 
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Letter  from  Major- General  Magruder ,  G.  8.  Army,  commanding  at  Wil¬ 
liamsburg,  Va.,  to  Lieutenant  Jones,  C.  8.  Navy,  commanding  James- 
town  battery,  regarding  the  removal  of  a  gun  from  that  place. 

Headquarters  Department, 
Williamsburg  [Va. J,  July  23,  1861. 

Sir  :  General  Lee  having  decided  that  any  guns  at  Jamestown  Island 
not  bearing  immediately  upon  the  main  channel,  Captain  Jones,  of  the 
C.  S.  Navy,  is  requested  to  send  to  a  point  on  Spratley’s  shore,  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  above  the  point  where  a  work  is  erected,  the  VIII- 
incli  columbiad,  mounted  for  the  protection  of  the  bridge  at  Jamestown 
Island,  with  the  implements  and  ammunition  for  the  same;  also  the 
platform  for  the  gun,  if  that  can  be  removed  without  making  it  unserv¬ 
iceable.  Captain  Allen,  now  on  ordnance  duty,  will  superintend  their 
transportation.  The  property  will  be  receipted  for  in  due  season  by  a 
naval  officer.  Captain  Jones  will  send  a  gun,  if  he  has  one,  and  a 
carrylog  also.  Captain  Sands,  of  the  light  artillery,  will  proceed  to 
Williamsburg  with  his  company,  bringing  his  pieces,  harness,  etc.,  and 
camp  and  garrison  equipage  and  company  property,  etc.,  and  report  to 
Colonel  McLaws,  commanding  officer  at  this  station.  The  quartermas¬ 
ter,  Captain  Morrison,  will  make  arrangements  to  transport  his  com¬ 
pany  and  battery  in  arks  through  College  Creek  to  within  a  mile  of 
Williamsburg,  where  they  will  be  furnished  with  wagons  to  transport 
them  to  Fort  Magruder. 

Captain  Sands’s  company  will  constitute  a  part  of  the  garrison  of 
that  fort. 

By  command  of  General  Magruder : 

G.  B.  Cosby, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

Captain  Jones. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Barron,  C.  8.  Navy,  commanding  naval  defenses  of 
Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  regarding  vessels  available  for  purchase 
by  the  Confederate  Government. 

Navy  Yard,  Gosport  [Norfolk],  July  25, 1861. 
Sir:  I  hope  to  get  the  Edwards  off  for  Hatteras  to-morrow  and  the 
Ellis  on  Monday.  There  is  an  iron  propeller  here — the  Kahuha  [Eaha- 
Tceef] — which  can  be  purchased  for  $ 15,000  or  $20,000,  95  feet  length, 
17-foot  beam,  100  tons;  speed  about  9  or  10  miles;  boiler  six  years  old. 
She  is  now  in  the  service  of  the  Army,  and  can  carry  one  VTII-incli 
gun.  In  North  Carolina  there  is  a  side-wheel  steamer,  the  Curlew ; 
length,  about  150  feet,  260  tons;  draft,  44  feet;  speed,  12  or  13  miles; 
carries  from  eight  to  ten  days’  fuel;  can  probably  be  bought  for  $35,000. 

Shall  I  purchase  either  of  these  vessels?  If  yea,  I  should  like  to 
have  Commander  Arthur  Sinclair  detailed  with  me  in  the  waters  of 
North  Carolina.  He  is  anxious  for  this  service. 

There  is  a  strongly  built  boat  here,  without  anything  in  her,  which 
can  be  bought  for — say  $4,000.  She  can  carry  three  guns,  to  wit,  one 
Xl-inch,  one  X-incli,  and  one  solid-shot  VUI-inch,  together  with  a  fur¬ 
nace  for  heating  shot.  She  can  be  towed  down  to  attack  the  Minnesota. 
If  I  can  thus  fit  her,  shall  I  make  the  purchase? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  Barron, 

Gomdg.  Navy  Defenses  in  waters  of  North  Carolina  and  Virginia. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Letter*  from  Major  Thompson ,  G.  8.  Army ,  chief  engineer  Department 

Coast  Defense ,  to  Colonel  Winslow ,  regarding  measures  of  defense  in 

Hatteras  Inlet. 

Fort  Hatteras,  July  25, 1861. 

Colonel  :  The  day  before  yesterday  we  hoisted  our  glorious  flag 
over  Fort  Clark,  a  strong  battery  I  have  nearly  finished,  of  live  heavy 
32-pounders,  about  half  a  mile  from  Fort  Hatteras,  which  secures  to  us 
a  cross  fire  upon  the  bar  and  the  entrance  to  this  inlet.  I  now  consider 
this  inlet  secure  against  any  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  enter  it.  Our 
force  of  men  I  think  rather  weak  to  resist  a  land  attack  in  case  the 
enemy  should  effect  a  landing  in  the  bight  of  Hatteras.  If  we  had 
three  or  four  additional  companies  here,  1  should  feel  quite  safe,  even 
in  that  event. 

As  I  have  before  remarked,  this  inlet  is  the  key  to  Albemarle  Sound, 
and  it  can  not  be  too  strictly  guarded.  We  certainly  are  under  the 
espionage  of  the  United  States  steamers,  as  they  are  seen  every  day 
or  two  in  the  offing,  although  they  keep  without  the  range  of  our  guns. 

If  I  had  received  the  10-inch  columbiad,  we  could  have  damaged  them 
some  on  their  last  visit  three  days  since. 

We  now  have  two  privateers  in  this  harbor,  besides  the  war  steamer 
Winslow.  The  Cordon,  of  Charleston,  Captain  Lockwood,  armed  with 
three  guns,  is  a  fine,  large  steamer.  She  returned  this  morning  with  a 
prize  brig  laden  with  360  hogsheads  of  molasses. 

We  have  also  a  saucy-lookiug  little  pilot  schooner,  the  Florida, 
mounting  one  6-pounder  rifled  cannon.  She  captured  a  prize  two 
days  since,  took  her  crew  out,  and  sent  her  in  with  her  own  men.  A 
U.  S.  Government  steamer  gave  chase  to  the  prize,  and  they  were 
obliged  to  beach  her  near  Nag’s  Head.  She,  of  course,  is  a  total  loss. 

W.  Beyershaw  Thompson, 

Major,  Chief  Engineer  Department  Coast  Defense. 

Colonel  Warren  Winslow, 

Military  Secretary. 


Instructions*  from  Major  Thompson,  C.  8.  Army,  chief  engineer  Depart¬ 
ment  Coast  Defense,  to  Thomas  II.  Allen,  esq.,  assistant  engineer,  regard¬ 
ing  execution  of  work  at  Fort  Clark ,  JST.  C. 

Headquarters  Engineers’  Department, 

Fort  Hatteras,  July  26,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  The  following  are  your  instructions  for  the  execution  of 
the  work  at  Fort  Clark,  which  you  are  hereby  directed  to  carry  out 
literally.  The  work  is  to  be  constructed  in  all  respects  as  indicated 
upon  the  plan  and  explained  to  you  from  time  to  time.  The  broken 
line  enclosing  the  gorge  of  the  work,  it  is  important  to  bestow  care 
upon,  in  order  that  the  parapet  may  not  exceed  5  feet  between  the 
internal  and  external  crests,  the  superior  slope  of  the  gorge  being  6 
feet  horizontal  to  1  foot  vertical.  The  entrance  to  the  fort  will  be 
through  the  gorge,  as  pointed  out  this  morning.  It  will  be  7  feet  wide, 
properly  riveted  with  sod  at  as  abrupt  a  slope  as  you  can  make  the 
material  stand,  by  using  the  sod  as  in  the  revetment  of  the  interior 
slope.  The  opening  will  be  protected  by  a  traverse,  allowing  a  passage 


*  From  Richmond  Dispatch,  September  6,  1861. 
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between  it  and  the  interior  slope  of  7  feet.  The  top  of  the  traverse 
will  slope  outward  in  the  same  manner  as  the  superior  slope  of  the 
parapet  at  the  gorge,  and  be  provided  with  a  similar  banquette  on  its 
interior  face. 

First,  erect  the  magazine  and  bombproof,  and  then  the  traverses,  as 
shown  upon  the  drawing,  binding  the  material  throughout  at  every  toot  of 
elevation  by  brush  of  proper  dimensions,  in  order  that  they  may  stand 
as  nearly  vertical  as  possible.  These  will  be  15  feet  wide  on  the  bottom 
and  battered  so  as  to  have  a  width  at  top  of  7£  to  8  feet,  and  7  to  8 
feet  high,  the  sod  well  secured  by  stakes.  The  banquette  will  rise  to 
within  44  feet  of  the  interior  crest.  It  should  be  2  feet  wide  on  top 
and  sodded. 

Should  a  steamer  arrive  from  Norfolk  with  guns  and  barbette  car¬ 
riages,  take  out  eleven  guns — three  8-inch  shell  guns  and  eight  heavy 
32-pounders.  Should  the  X-inch  columbiad  arrive  from  Fort  Macon, 
have  it  landed  and  taken  into  Fort  Hatteras;  it  will  occupy  the  pan¬ 
coupe  facing  the  encampment  and  the  sea  front,  the  8-iueh  shell  gun 
taking  the  place  of  one  of  the  heavy  32s. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

W.  Be verse aw  Thompson, 

Major ,  Chief  Engineer  Department  Coast  Defense. 

Thomas  H.  Allen,  Esq., 

Assistant  Engineer. 


Report  of  E  lag-  Officer  Barron,  C.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  naval  defenses  of 
Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  regarding  vessel  available  for  purchase. 

Navy  Yard,  Gosport  [Norfolk],  July  26, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  can  probably  purchase  a  North  Carolina  steamer  of  115  or 
120  feet  length,  23£  feet  beam,  7  or  7£  feet  hold,  2  years  old,  well  built, 
of  iron,  for  about  $10,000. 

It  is  believed  that  the  machinery  in  this  yard  of  the  old  Arctic  can  be 
made  to  suit  this  vessel.  I  incline  to  think  she  can  be  made  more  im¬ 
mediately  available  than  any  other  within  our  waters,  and  is  the  best  for 
a  gunboat. 

Can  I  have  Mr.  Meades  to  go  into  Carolina  to  examine  her?  If  yes, 
to  decide  upon  the  purchase? 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  Barron, 

Commanding  Defenses,  etc. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Barron,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  naval  defenses 
of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  to  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk, 
regarding  transfer  of  machinery  from  C.  8.  8.  Arctic. 

Navy  Yard,  Gosport  [Norfolk],  July  26, 1861. 
Sir  :  I  respectfully  request  that  an  examination  may  be  held  of  the 
machinery  of  the  old  Arctic ,  now  in  this  yard,  with  a  view  to  having  it 
placed  in  a  vessel  about  to  be  purchased  by  the  Confederate  States  and 
converted  into  a  gunboat. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  Barron. 

Flag-Officer  F.  Forrest, 

Commanding  Navy  Yard. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Barron ,  0.  S.  Wavy,  commanding  naval  defenses  of 
Virginia  and  Worth  Carolina ,  to  Lieutenant  Cooke ,  C.  8.  Wavy,  com¬ 
manding  C.  S.  8.  Edwards ,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  Hatter  as  Inlet. 


Commandant’s  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Gosport  [Wor folic],  July  27,  1861. 

Sir  :  Tlie  vessel  under  your  command  being  ready  for  service,  you 
will  proceed  to  the  waters  of  North  Carolina  and  take  your  station  at 
Hatteras  Inlet,  from  which  place  you  will  make  every  exertion  to  defend 
the  coasts  of  that  State  and  harass  and  annoy  the  commerce  of  the 
enemy. 

Should  you  make  prizes  you  will  send  them  either  to  Norfolk,  Va.,  or 
some  port  in  North  Carolina,  as  your  judgment  may  determine  to  be 
most  proper,  proceeding  in  accordance  with  the  law  of  the  Confederate 
States  on  the  subject  of  prizes. 

You  will  ship  any  seamen  that  may  offer. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  etc., 

S.  Barron. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  W.  Cooke, 

G.  8.  IS.  Edwards. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Barron,  G.  8.  Wavy,  commanding  naval  defenses  of 
Virginia  and  Worth  Carolina,  to  Commander  Tucker,  C.  8.  Wavy,  com¬ 
manding  C.  8.  8.  Patrick  Henry ,  to  proceed  to  execution  of  Department's 
orders. 


Commandant’s  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Gosport  [ Worfolk ],  July  27, 1861. 

Sir:  Whenever  the  opportunity,  in  your  judgment,  offers,  you  will 
proceed  to  carry  out  the  within  orders  given  you  by  the  Hon.  S.  B. 
Mallory,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

You  will  report  to  me  from  time  to  time,  as  opportunity  may  otter, 
the  progress  made  in  your  duty,  and  send  the  report  through  the  Navy 
Department  at  Bichmond. 

Before  sailing  from  your  present  station  make  the  usual  return  or  the 
officers  and  crew  attached  to  the  vessel  under  your  command. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  etc., 

’  ’  1  S.  Barron, 

Commanding  Waval  Defenses  Virginia  and  Worth  Carolina. 

Commander  Jno.  B.  Tucker, 

C.  8.  8.  Patrick  Henry. 


Letter  from  Brigadier -General  Magruder ,  C.  8.  Army,  commanding  at 
Yorktown,  to  Lieutenant  Jones,  C.  8.  Wavy,  commanding  Jamestown 
battery,  regarding  construction  of  boats. 

Department  Headquarters, 

Yorktown,  August  22,  1861. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  directed  to  immediately  construct  boats  for  the 
use  of  the  Jamestown  and  Mulberry  Point  batteries. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Bankhead  Magruder, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Catesby  ap  B._  Jones, 

Commanding  J amestown  Island. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States  to  Flag- 
Officer  Barron ,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  the  command  of  the  naval 
defenses  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 

C.  S.  Navy  Department, 

Richmond,  August  23,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  take  command  afloat  of  the  force  organized  for  the 
coast  defense  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  and  hoist  your  flag  upon 
auy  vessel  of  the  squadron  you  may  deem  expedient. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  S.  Barron, 

Commanding  Naval  Defenses ,  etc.,  New  Berne,  N.  C 


Letter  from  Flag-  Officer  Barron,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  naval  defenses 
of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  to  Commodore  Rousseau,  C.  S.  Navy, 
Chief  of  Office  of  Detail  and  Eeiuipment,  recommending  a  transfer  of 
command  for  Lieutenant  Jones,  G.  S.  Navy. 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  August  23, 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  Lieutenant  Catesby  ap  E. 
Jones  may  be  detailed  for  the  command  of  the  Germantown,  now  fitting 
up  for  a  floating  battery.  The  climate  of  Jamestown  Island,  the  present 
station  of  Lieutenant  Jones,  seems  to  be  very  inimical  to  his  health, 
and  this  application  is  made  with  his  consent  and  approbation.  The 
practical  skill  of  Mr.  Jones  in  gunnery,  superadded  to  other  fine  quali¬ 
fications  as  an  officer,  point  him  out  as  a  very  suitable  person  for  this 
command. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  Barron, 

Comdg.  Naval  Defenses  Afloat,  Virginia  and  North  Carolina <„ 

Commodore  L.  Bousseau, 

Office  of  Detail,  Equipment ,  etc.,  Richmond ,  Va. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Barron,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  naval  defenses 
of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  to  Lieutenant  Jones ,  C.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding  Jamestown  battery,  regarding  the  fitting  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Ger¬ 
mantown  as  a  floating  battery. 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  August  23,  1861. 
My  Dear  Jones:  On  the  eve  of  my  leaving  Norfolk  your  letter 
reached  me.  To  day  1  forward  an  application  to  have  you  ordered  to 
command  the  Germantown,  now  being  fitted  up  as  a  floating  battery.  I 
confess,  the  more  I  reason  upon  the  propriety  and  expediency  of  getting 
this  ship  thus  prepared  afloat,  the  more  my  anxiety  is  increased  and  my 
confidence  in  the  project  confirmed.  She  is  to  have  her  bulwarks  cut 
down  to  her  spirketing  all  around,  from  her  spar  deck  down  to  her 
berth  deck,  which  is  some  18  inches  below  the  water  line.  She  will  have 
a  bulkhead  running  around  the  ship  about  7  feet  from  the  sides  of  the 
ship,  which  locker  will  be  filled  with  sand,  thus  placing  14  feet  of  sand 
in  addition  to  the  sides  of  the  vessel  herself  between  the  enemy  and  the 
steamer  which  will  have  us  in  tow.  This  arrangement,  I  think,  will 
render  our  motive  power  secure  against  the  shot  from  an  adversary. 
No  masts,  no  machinery,  or  anything  else  in  the  vessel,  but  provisions 
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and  other  necessaries  for,  say,  one  month.  Her  battery  will  consist  of 
1  rille  gun,  pivot,  forward;  1  VIII  inch  solid-shot  gun  aft;  1  Xl-inch 
gun  amidship,  and  4  IX-inch  guns  for  either  side,  giving  us  7  broadside 
guns.  With  this  ship  well  manned  and  officered,  assisted  by  the  Pat¬ 
rick  Henry  and  perhaps  the  four  gunboats,  carrying  each  1  32-pounder, 
could  we  not  render  very  important  aid  to  General  Magruder  when  he 
attacks  Newport  News'?  Indeed,  would  it  be  very  unreasonable  in  us 
to  attack  the  Savannah  and  her  two  steamers,  which  are  not  much,  any¬ 
how,  even  though  they  bo  under  the  guns  of  Newport  News?  And, 
lastly,  must  we  do  nothing  with  these  means?  I  really  do  not  think 
we  would  be  thought  overrash  to  attempt  to  worry  the  Wabash,  if  she 
dared  to  come  out  from  under  Fortress  Monroe.  Why  not?  We  have 
land  batteries  to  take  refuge  under  if  she  worsts  us,  and  we  get 
fatigued.  Think  of  all  this.  The  Navy  must  do  something ! 

I  shall  remain  here  until  I  get  this  service  organized.  The  vandals 
have  their  eyes  upon  us  here.  A  report  lias  just  come  in  that  a  large 
vessel  of  the  Confederate  States  has  arrived  at  Beaufort  from  Europe. 
If  true,  it  will  make  our  Northern  friends  even  more  wrathy.  If  you 
be  ordered,  I  shall  apply  for  Bobert  Carter  to  go  with  you,  unless  you 
prefer  another. 

Very  truly,  your  friend, 

S.  Barron. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Catesby  ap  R.  Jones,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Magruder ,  G.  S.  Army,  commanding  at 

Yorktown ,  Va .,  to  Lieutenant  Jones ,  G.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  James¬ 
town  Island ,  requesting  his  superintendence  in  sinking  of  stone  boats. 

Headquarters,  Yorktown ,  August  26 , 1861. 

Sir:  General  Magruder  desires  that  you  will  take  charge  of  four 
canal  boats  filled  with  granite  and  sand,  forwarded  from  Richmond 
23d  of  August,  and  intended  to  block  up  the  channel  of  James  River 
and  Warwick  River.  You  will  superintend  the  sinking  of  these  four 
boats  in  the  swash  channel  between  Mulberry  Point  and  Harden’s* 
Bluff,  at  or  near  the  point  where  the  others  were  sunk,  but  which  failed 
to  accomplish  the  obstruction  of  the  channel  as  intended.  You  will 
select  the  exact  spot.  The  general  also  desires  that  you  will  retain  at 
Jamestown  Island  the  other  canal  boats  now  on  their  way  down  the 
river  from  Richmond  until  their  final  disposition  is  determined  upon, 
which  will  be  communicated  to  you.  You  will  please  report  progress. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  B.  Cosby, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Captain  Catesby  ap  [R.]  Jones, 

Commanding  Jamestown  Island. 

There  are  now  six  of  these  boats  at  Mulberry  Island,  which  you  will 
please  cause  to  be  sunk  in  the  swash  channel  between  the  batteries  at 
Harden’s  Bluff  and  Mulberry  Point.  You  will  have  to  take  a  tug  to 
tow  them  to  position.  You  are  authorized  to  take  any  tug  for  that 
purpose  on  the  river. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  B.  Cosby, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

C.  ap  R.  Jones,  C.  S.  Navy. 

*  Also  spelled  Hardy’s. 
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Order  of  Flew -Officer  Barron ,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  naval  defenses  of 
Virginia  and'  North  Carolina ,  to  Commander  Sinclair,  commanding 
C.  S.  S.  Winslow,  regarding  the  duty  of  that  vessel. 


New  Berne,  N.  0.,  August  27,  1861. 

Sir:  Wlien  the  Winslow  is  ready  for  service  you  will  take  your  sta-_ 
tiou  at  natteras  Inlet,  and  use  your  best  exertions  for  the  defense  of 

the  honor  and  integrity  of  the  Confederacy.  . 

When,  in  your  judgment,  it  may  be  right  and  proper  to  go  outside  ot 
the  harbor,  you  will  do  so,  and  annoy  and  damage  the  commerce  of  the 

enemy  to  the  utmost  of  your  ability.  . 

Should  you  succeed  in  making  prizes,  you  will  send  them  to  JNew 
Berne,  or  such  other  convenient  town  as  you  may  select,  proceeding  m 
accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  in 

such  cases.  . 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  ’  S.  Barron, 

Comdg.  Naval  Defenses  Afloat,  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 

Commander  Arthur  Sinclair, 

Commanding  C.  S.  S.  Winslow,  New  Berne ,  A.  C. 


Order  of  Flag -0  fleer  Barron ,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  naval  defenses  of 
Virginia  and  North  Carolina ,  to  Lieutenant  Murdaugli,  C.  S.  Navy,  to 
take  command  of  the  C.  S.  schooner  Manassas. 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  August  27, 1861. 
Sir  :  You  are  hereby  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  C.  S.  schooner 
Manassas  and  the  two  launches  Mosquito  and  Sand  Fly. 

When  you  are  ready  for  service  in  the  schooner  you  will  report  to  me 

in  person.  n  ...  , 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  Barron, 

Comdg.  Naval  Defenses  Afloat,  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 

Lieutenant  Wi.  II.  Murdaugh,  C.  S.  Navy, 

New  Berne ,  N.  C. 


Report  of  Flag- 0 fleer  Barron,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  naval  defenses  of 
Virginia  arid  North  Carolina ,  regarding  the  use  of  the  schooner  Manassas 
as  a  temporary  flagship. 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  August  27, 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  taken  possession  of 
the  schooner  Minot,  of  the  Treasury  Departnient,  the  name  of  which  I 
have  changed  to  Manassas,  and  appointed  Lieutenant  Murdaugh  to  the 
command  of  her  and  the  two  launches,  Mosquito  and  Sand  Fly,  which 
are  expected  here  in  the  course  of  this  week. 

I  shall  establish  myself  on  board  of  the  Manassas  lor  the  present. 
There  is  very  great  need  in  this  State  ol  a  paymaster,  who  should 
also  be  invested  with  the  duties  ot  navy  agent. 

I  enclose  a  requisition  for  $1,000  for  immediate  use  in  the  purchase 
of  various  articles  which  are  required  from  time  to  time. 
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Should  there  be  no  paymaster  available,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  Mr. 
Richard  Taylor,  of  Norfolk,  for  an  appointment  as  acting  assistant 
paymaster,  with  orders  to  report  to  me. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  Barron, 

Comely.  Naval  Defenses  Afloat ,  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 

Hon.  Stephen  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Richmond,  Ya. 


Order  of  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  to  Commander  Hunter, 
C.  S.  Navy,  to  assume  command  of  the  expedition  for  the  defense  of  the 
inlets  of  North  Carolina. 


Navy  Yard,  Gosport  [Norfolk],  August  28,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  take  command  of  the  expedition  designed  for  the 
defense  of  the  inlets  of  North  Carolina,  together  with  such  troops  as 
General  Huger  may  attach  to  it,  and  be  guided  by  circumstances. 
Should  you  meet  with  Flag-Officer  Barron,  you  will  cooperate  with  him. 

So  soon  as  the  necessity  for  your  presence  in  the  waters  of  North 
Carolina  ceases,  you  will  return  with  your  command  and  report  to  this 
station. 

Keep  me  informed  of  your  progress  and  operations.  Relying  on  your 
discretion  and  energy  in  this  emergency,  without  further  detail, 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

F.  Forrest, 

Flag-Officer. 

Commander  T.  T.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Chief  of  Office  of  Orders  and  Detail  to  Lieutenant  Simms, 
C.  S.  Navy ,  to  return  to  the  C.  S.  S.  Richmond. 

C.  S.  Navy  Department, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail ,  Richmond ,  Va.,  August  28,  1861. 
Sir  :  You  will  return  to  the  C.  S.  S.  Richmond  and  remit  no  exertion 
in  fitting  her  for  service.  An  engineer  has  been  ordered  to  report  to 
you. 

By  command  of  Secretary  of  Navy: 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  F.  Lynch, 

Captain,  in  Charge. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  C.  C.  Simms, 

Aquia  Creek ,  Virginia. 

[Endorsement.] 

Midshipman  Harrison  will  return  to  Game  [Cockpit  ?]  Point  battery. 
In  consideration  of  Lieutenant  [B.  W.]  FrobePs  indisposition,  I  wish 
you  to  continue  in  the  discharge  of  your  present  duty  till  further  orders. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  Kennedy, 
Commanding  Potomac  Defenses. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  C.  C.  Simms,  C.  S.  Navy. 


720 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


Letter  from  Colonel  McLaws,  C.  S.  Army ,  to  Lieutenant  Jones,  C.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  at  Jamestown,  transmitting  information  of  a  fed¬ 
eral  expedition  from  Fortress  Monroe. 

Headquarters,  Camp  near  Fort  Magruder, 

August  28,  1861. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  received  this  morning  from 
headquarters,  Yorktown: 

Yorktown,  August  27,  1861. 

Notify  the  batteries  along  James  River  that  a  naval  expedition  is  afloat  irom 
Fortress  Monroe ;  to  hold  the  batteries  in  readiness  for  instant  action. 

By  order  of  General  Magruder:  Q  g  CogBY 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Colonel  McLaws. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  McLaws, 

Colonel  Tenth  Georgia  Regiment,  Commanding. 

Commanding  Officer, 

Jamestown. 


Order  of  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  to  Lieutenant  Spotsivood, 
C.  S.  Navy,  to  superintend  the  transportation  of  six  guns  to  North 
Carolina. 

Commandant’s  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Gosport  [Norfolk],  August  30,  1861. 

Sir:  Yon  will  take  charge  of  six  guns,  with  their  carriages,  accou¬ 
terments,  and  ammunition  complete,  and  proceed  without  delay  to  the 
nearest  point  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina  at  which  you  may  find 
Commander  Hunter,  or  any  commander  of  a  regiment,  and  deliver 
them  overtaking  a  receipt  for  them;  and  should  your  services  be 
deemed  necessary  there,  you  will  remain  until  they  can  be  dispensed 
with. 


Eespectfully,  etc., 

Lieutenant  C.  F.  M.  Spotswood, 

Navy  Yard,  Gosport. 


F.  Forrest, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Order  of  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk ,  to  Lieutenant  Parker,  C.  S. 
Navy,  to  assume  command  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Beaufort. 


Navy  Yard,  Gosport  [Norfolk],  September  2,  1861. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  and  report  to  Com¬ 
mander  Arthur  Sinclair  for  the  purpose  of  taking  command  of  the 
C.  S.  S.  Beaufort. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  Forrest. 


Lieutenant  W.  H.  Parker,  C.  S.  Navy. 
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Order  of  the  commandant  nary  yard ,  Norfolk,  to  Midshipman  Reynolds , 
C.  S.  Nary,  to  proceed  to  duty  at  Roanoke  Island. 


Navy  Yard,  Gosport  [Norfolk],  September  2 , 1861. 
•Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  steamer  Junaluska  to  Roanoke  Island 
and  there  report  to  Commander  T.  T.  Hunter  for  further  instructions. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

F.  Forrest. 

Midshipman  Reynolds, 

Receiving  Ship  United  States. 


Order  of  Captain  Lynch,  C.  S.Navy ,  Chief  of  Office  of  Orders  and  Retail, 
to  Lieutenant  Simms ,  C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  his  present  duty. 

C.  S.  Navy  Department, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Retail,  Richmond,  Va.,  September  2,  1861. 
Sir  :  You  will  remain  with  General  Holmes  until  the  guns  are  placed 
in  position. 

Ry  command  of  Secretary  of  Navy: 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  F.  Lynch, 

Captain,  in  Charge. 

Commander  C.  C.  Simms, 

A  quia  Creek ,  Virginia. 


Letter  from  H.  K.  Burgwyn,  esq.,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Con¬ 
federate  Shies,  regarding  the  condition  of  Fort  Macon ,  N.  C. 

Goldsboro,  September  4, 1861. 

Fort  Macon  has  not  one  practical  gunner;  has  only  forty  reliable 
faxes,  no  rifled  cannon,  no  ordnance  officer,  and  only  raw  troops, 
without  proper  supplies.  It  must  fall.  It  should  be  supplied  at  once 
with  a  competent  naval  ordnance  officer.  May  I  suggest  Lieutenant 
G.  T.  Sinclair,  with  gunners,  with  two  rifled  cannon,  fuzes,  etc.?  I  beg 
to  refer  to  Mr.  President  Davis  for  my  position. 

H.  K.  Burgwyn. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Instructions  from  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  to  Commander 
Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  defenses  at  Roanoke  Island. 

Navy  Yard,  Gosport  [Norfolk],  September  4,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  dispatch  by  Lieutenant  Spotswood  and 
one  by  Lieutenant  Butler,  and  am  glad  to  find  that  you  are  so  actively 
engaged  in  preparing  the  defenses  of  the  island  of  Roanoke.  I  will 
forward  to  you  the  steamer  and  the  barge  Superior ,  with  all  the  mate¬ 
rial  you  mention,  having  already  anticipated  many  of  your  require¬ 
ments.  f  wish  we  could  furnish  the  gunboats,  but  it  is  not  practicable. 
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The  Superior,  with  her  battery,  will  be  of  infinite  importance  to  you, 
and  I  am  glad  you  sent  her  to  me.  I  do  not  understand  why  you  desire 
a  hot-shot  furnace,  since  you  have  only  to  contend  with  boats  of  small 
dimensions  and  draft  of  water.  Grape  and  canister  are  the  best  lor 
such  purposes.  I  have  ordered  Lieutenant  Parker  to  command  the 
Beaufort.  I  believe  she  is  at  New  Berne,  subject  to  the  approval  ot 
the  Department.  You  can  keep  Midshipmen  Gardner  and  Gregory 
under  your  command.  I  have  no  chart  that  I  can  rely  upon  to  ascer¬ 
tain  your  exact  position  in  regard  to  defenses  necessary  for  the  different 
points  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Eoanoke  Island.  You  will  there¬ 
fore  exercise  your  best  judgment  in  protecting  them,  and  should  you 
require  additional  guns  and  ammunition  to  that  already  furnished,  as 
well  as  the  amount  about  being  sent,  you  will  take  the  earliest  occasion 
to  communicate  with  me  on  the  subject.  I  believe,  from  what  I  can 
learn  from  Lieutenant  Butler,  that  you  could,  with  the  Harmony  alone, 
drive  everything  from  the  sound  in  the  neighborhood  of  Hatteras.  I 
send  projectiles  to  enable  you  to  make  the  attack,  while  at  the  same 
time  a  sufficient  force  can  be  left  to  go  on  with  the  defenses  at  the 
island  of  Eoanoke.  In  the  matter  you  must  of  course  use  a  wise  dis¬ 
cretion.  It  will  be  remembered  that,  although  a  force  of  but  4,500  men 
are  left  by  the  enemy,  the  vessels  badly  crippled,  and  no  guns  on  the 
boats  they  left  inside  the  bar,  they  could  be  easily  whipped.  If  the 
steamer  Curlew  can  be  had  to  mount  the  rifled  gun,  she  should  accom¬ 
pany  you,  and  two  small  guns  mounted  in  the  stern,  to  be  used  in  case 
of  a  retreat. 

Eespectfully, 

F.  Forrest. 

[Commander  T.  T.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Expedition  to  Inlets  of  North  Carolina.] 

p.  S— The  spiked  guns  should  be  sent  to  Norfolk  by  the  very  first 
conveyance.  You  ask  if  the  approaches  to  Norfolk  by  the  canal  are 
being  fortified.  The  work  is  going  on  rapidly.  The  KakaJiee  I  will 
send  to-morrow  or  the  following  day.  I  send  additional  provisions, 
with  a  list  of  articles  sent  from  here  by  Captain  Lee. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Minor,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Jones,  C.  S, 
Navy,  commanding  Jamestown  battery,  regarding  requisitions. 

Bureau  Ordnance  and  Hydrography, 

Richmond,  September  4,  1861. 

My  Dear.  Sir:  Mr.  Castolor  [Oastelar?],  from  Tredegar,  will  report 
to  you  to-morrow,  and  I  hope  he  may  be  able  to  attend  to  the  vents  of 
the  IX-inch  gun  to  your  satisfaction. 

There  is  some  difficulty  in  procuring  the  steel  taps  for  the  locks,  as 
the  threads  are  not  known  to  be  of  the  same  size  as  those  on  hand  at 
Tredegar.  If  you  will  permit  Castolor  [Castelar?]  to  take  the  measure 
of  the  threads,  or,  which  is  better,  to  bring  up  a  lock  with  him,  it  can 
be  attended  to  very  soon. 

Your  requisition  for  paints,  oils,  etc.,  a  drum  and  fife,  canvas,  and 
other  articles  has  been  ordered,  and  they  will  reach  you  by  the  North¬ 
ampton  on  Friday.  Instead  of  sending  you  fuzes,  we  send  100  VIII- 
inch  shells.  I  have  been  unable  to  see  Mr.  Anderson  yet  about  the 
expense  incurred  for  your  boxes,  etc.,  but  Mr.  Tanner  tells  me  that 
some  charges  were  entered  against  Mr.  Anderson’s  account  for  the 
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freight  on  them.  He  (Anderson)  has  been  made  a  brigadier-general 
and  ordered  to  North  Carolina,  where,  too,  Captain  Lynch  has  just 
been  sent  to  fill  Barron’s  place.  Mnrdaugh  is  not  a  prisoner,  bnt  is 
badly  hurt,  we  hear. 

I  tried  to  get  sights  for  your  YIII- [inch]  columbiads  to-day,  but  Gorgas 
tells  me  that  there  are  none,  and  they  are  only  a  small  knob  set  iu  the 
dispart  piece,  and  a  circular  one  for  the  breech.  If  you  will  send  up 
a  plan  and  sketch  by  Castolor  [Castelarll,  with  full  instructions  to 
guide  the  workmen,  I  will  try  and  have  them  made  for  yoii  at  Tredegar. 

I  spoke  about  your  defense  to  Gorgas  to-day,  and  told  him  how  neces¬ 
sary  it  was  for  you  to  have  some  light  artillery,  but  he  says  there  is 
none  to  be  had,  unless  Governor  Letcher  will  supply  you,  which  he  will 
perhaps  do  if  you  request  it.  He  might  arrange  it  so  that  a  light  artil- 
lery  company  be  sent  as  an  addition  to  your  gariison.  Gorgas  says  it 
you  have  no'bombproofs  to  protect  your  men,  your  defenses  had  better 
be  abandoned.  What  do  you  think  of  it?  The  impression  is  that  they 
will  make  a  dash  up  James  River  before  long.  I  will  see  Mr.  Currie 
about  the  cook  and  steward  for  you. 

Lynch’s  sudden  detachment  from  the  Bureau  prevents  an  arrange¬ 
ment  just  now  about  the  Germantown ,  about  which,  however,  I  will 
endeavor  to  do  as  you  requested  me. 

With  kind  regards  to  Captains  Nelson,  Allen,  and  the  gentlemen  of 


your  mess, 

I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 


E.  D.  Minor. 


[Lieutenant  Catesby  ap  R.  Jones.] 


Order  of  Brigadier-  General  Magruder,  C.  S.  Army ,  to  Lieutenant  Noland, 
C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Mulberry  Island ,  in  view  of  a  probable  attack 
by  Federal  force. 

Headquarters,  Williamsburg ,  September  5, 1861. 
Sir  :  I  am  instructed  by  General  Magruder  to  state  that,  from  infor¬ 
mation  received  from  below,  there  may  be  an  expedition  up  the  ii\er 
with  a  view  to  attack  our  batteries.  A  very  large  number  of  your 
boats  have  recently  arrived  at  Newport  News  and  also  reenforcements. 
Everything  must  be  got  and  kept  in  perfect  readiness  at  Mulberry 
Island  Point  and  at  the  other  batteries  below.  General  M.  wishes  a 
copy  of  this  letter  sent  to  the  commanding  officers  at  Harden  s  Blutt. 
He  also  wishes  the  commanding  officer  at  Harden’s  Bluff  to  send  a  copy 
to  the  captain  of  the  Patrick  Henry  and  the  commanding  officers  of  the- 
battery  at  Day’s  Neck. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  A.  Magruder,  Jr., 

Aid-de-Camp. 

Lieutenant  Noland,  C.  S.  Army. 


Order  of  the  commandant  navy  yard ,  Norfolk ,  to  Commander  Sinclair, 
C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  at  New  Berne ,  N.  C.,  to  cooperate  in  dispossess- 
ing  the  enemy  of  Hatteras  Inlet. 

Navy  Yard,  Gosport  [Norfolk],  September  5,  1861. 
Sir  :  Upon  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  proceed  to  join  Commander 
Hunter  at  Roanoke  Island  and  cooperate  with  him  in  dispossessing  the 
enemy  of  the  position  he  now  occupies. 
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I  liave  sent  the  Superior  with  4  guns,  the  Harmony  with  2  rifled  guns, 
[which]  are  to  be  taken  for  the  Empire,  if  she  be  there.  I  shall  send 
the  Kakakee  with  a  rifled  gun  to-day.  With  this  force  I  am  of  opinion 
you  can  drive  the  enemy  from  the  island. 

I  learn  their  steamers  are  in  a  crippled  condition,  and  if  brought  soon 
to  action  can  not  long  hold  out. 

I  leave  this  matter  much  to  your  discretion. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

F.  Forrest. 

Commander  A.  Sinclair, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  at  New  Berne ,  N.  C. 


Monthly  report  of  Commander  Whittle ,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  York 

River  defenses. 

West  Point,  York  River ,  September  6,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  make  the  following  monthly  report  in  obedience  to  your  orders 
contained  in  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant: 

Commander  Thomas  Jett'.  Page,  Gloucester  Point  battery. 

Commander  Jas.  L.  Henderson,  Yorktown  battery. 

Captain  R.  K.  Hudgins,  Virginia  Revenue  Service,  attached  to  York¬ 
town  battery. 

Commander  William  Leigh,  of  Virginia  Navy,  West  Point  battery. 

Lieutenant  William  E.  Hudgins,  Virginia  Revenue  Service,  attached 
to  West  Point  battery. 

Stephen  Rollins,  acting  gunner  at  West  Point  battery. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  C.  Whittle, 

C.  S.  Navy,  Commanding  York  River  Defenses. 

Captain  W.  F.  Lynch, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail ,  Navy  Department ,  Richmond ,  Va. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Magruder,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Lieutenant 
Jones,  C.  S.Navy,  commanding  at  Jamestown,  regarding  the  obstruction 
of  the  mouth  of  the  Wancick  River. 

Headquarters,  Williamsburg,  September  7,  1861. 
Sir  :  General  Magruder  desires  me  to  state  that  he  is  very  much 
pleased  to  learn  that  the  canal  boats  have  been  sunk  in  the  swash 
channel,  and  desires  you  to  have  the  remainder  of  them  and  such  others 
as  may  come  down  sunk  across  the  mouth  of  the  Warwick  River  with 
the  least  possible  delay.  It  would  be  well  to  have  the  mouth  of  the 
river  sounded  before  sinking  them.  General  Magruder  says  that  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Young,  Virginia  volunteers,  who  resides  at  the  mouth  of  War¬ 
wick  River,  will  be  able  to  show  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  boats  the 
best  locality  for  sinking  them.  The  general  understood  to-day  that  you 
had  taken  charge  of  the  steamer  Towns  for  this  purpose,  and  he  hopes 
that,  with  her  light  draft  of  water  and  experienced  pilot,  there  will  be 
no  difficulty  in  towing  the  boats  into  Warwick  River. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  A.  Magruder, 

Aid-de-Qamp , 


Captain  Jones. 
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Letter  f  rom  the  governor  of  North  Carolina  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
of  the  Confederate  States ,  regarding  an  intended  attach  by  the  Federals 
upon  Fori  Macon. 

Raleigh,  September  7, 1861. 

The  British  ship  Alliance ,  at  Beaufort,  communicated  with  a  British 
war  steamer  off  the  port  yesterday,  which  informed  them  that  the  block¬ 
ading  fleet  would  attack  Fort  Macon  to-morrow.  I  hope  the  fort  is 
ready,  but  they  have  no  gunners  who  can  manage  the  guns,  and  the 
same  complaint  is  made  at  Fort  Caswell.  Can  it  be  supplied  with  offi¬ 
cers  who  understand  the  use  of  guns? 

Henry  T.  Clark. 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Commander  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Nav$,  commanding  expedition  to 
North  Carolina ,  to  Brigadier -  General  Huger ,  C.  S.  Army ,  commanding 
at  Norfolk,  regarding  the  holding  of  Roanoke  Island. 

C.  S.  S.  Raleigh, 

Off  Roanoke  Island ,  September  10,  1861. 

General:  As  you  have  doubtless  been  informed  by  the  engineer  of 
the  progress  of  our  works  here,  I  will  confine  myself  to  one  remark. 
It  is  this:  From  all  I  have  seen  and  heard  since  taking  possession  of 
this  island,  I  am  free  to  declare  that  I  regard  the  maintenance  of  this 
position  possible  only  so  long  as  it  is  defended  by  troops  from  another 
State,  or  from  a  more  loyal  part  of  North  Carolina. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tiios.  T.  Hunter, 

Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy,  Comdg.  Expedition  for  Defense  of  N.  C. 

General  B.  Huger, 

Commanding  Forces. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Magruder,  C.  S.  Army,  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States,  regarding  the  Yorktown  battery. 

Department  Headquarters, 
Williamsburg ,  Ya.,  September  11,  1861. 
Sir:  Captain  Henderson  was  detached  from  the  naval  battery  at 
Yorktown  three  or  four  weeks  ago.  I  have  detained  him,  nevertheless, 
until  a  naval  officer  could  be  sent  to  relieve  him.  W  hen  in  Richmond 
ten  days  ago,  I  was  informed  that  Lieutenant  Fauntleroy,  of  tlie  C.  S. 
Navy,  had  been  ordered  to  report  to  me  at  Yorktown  to  All  Captain 
Henderson’s  place.  He  has  not  yet  arrived,  and  I  am  much  in  need  of 
his  services.  About  the  same  time  I  ordered  Major  Randolph  to  report 
to  the  Navy  Department  the  utter  worthlessness  of  the  carriages  in 
this  battery.  He  informed  me  that  the  Navy  Department  had  imme¬ 
diately  ordered  every  barbette  carriage  for  these  guns  (8-inch  colurn- 
biads,  sis  in  number),  and  that  they  would  be  furnished,  probably  one 
a  week.  I  have  not  heard  of  the  arrival  of  any  as  yet.  Pleaso  do  me 
the  favor  to  let  me  know  when  to  expect  them.  They  are  of  the  first 
importance,  indeed,  and  absolutely  essential  to  the  successful  defense 
of  the  mouth  of  York  River.  Please  address  me  at  Yorktown. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Magruder, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  C.  S. 
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General  report  of  Flag-Officer  Lynch ,  G.  S.  Navy.  commanding  naval 
defenses  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  September  12 ,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Colonel  Bridgers  having  requested 
me  to  be  present  with  the  officers  under  my  command,  I  repaired  to  the 
fort  with  two  of  them,  having  first  come  to  this  place  to  consult  with 
General  Gatlin,  and  returned  with  him,  his  staff,  and  800  men  to  sup¬ 
port  the  regiment  stationed  on  the  coast  about  G  miles  south  of  the 
fort. 

In  consequence  of  traveling  by  night,  I  made  an  error  in  the  compu¬ 
tation  of  time  and  dated  my  last  but  one  preceding  letter  the  11th 
instead  of  the  10th. 

On  Sunday  morning  there  was  only  one  large  steamer  in  sight,  and  I 
directed  Commander  Sinclair  to  proceed  to  Norfolk  for  a  rifled  gun, 
reconnoitering  as  he  passdfl  Hatteras  Inlet  and  touching  at  Roanoke 
Island,  with  conditional  instructions  to  remain  there  if  his  services  were 
required,  and  Commander  Muse  was  directed  to  proceed  with  the 
steamer  Ellis  to  the  mouth  of  the  Pamlico  River  and  keep  a  vigilant 
watch  for  the  enemy. 

On  Sunday  night  the  ship  off  the  port  again  interchanged  signals  with 
others  further  in  the  offing,  but  the  next  morning  the  ship  at  anchor 
was  alone  visible.  This  satisfied  me  that  a  strict  blockade  was  being 
kept,  either  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  British  ship  Alliance ,  loading 
with  naval  stores,  or  to  intercept  the  expected  steamer  with  a  cargo  of 
ordnance  stores. 

On  Monday  night  no  signals  were  seen,  and  on  Tuesday  night  the 
large  steamer  moved  off  and  was  replaced  by  a  smaller  one,  resembling 
the  Daylight. 

Being  now  persuaded  that  no  attack  was  in  contemplation,  and  as  an 
ordnance  officer  had  arrived  at  the  fort,  I  took  my  departure  with  the 
officers.  Last  night  I  sent  Lieutenant  Commanding  Parker  with  the 
Beaufort  to  the  mouth  of  the  Neuse  River,  with  similar  instructions  to 
those  given  to  Commander  Muse. 

On  the  bar  about  5  miles  below  this  town  a  line  of  vessels  is  sunk 
across  the  river,  leaving  only  a  narrow  passage,  which  can  be  speedily 
blocked  up. 

In  similar  manner  on  the  Pamlico,  below  the  town  of  Washington, 
strong  piles  are  driven  across,  leaving  also  a  narrow  and  easily  closed 
passage. 

Abreast  of  and  immediately  above  these  barricades  on  each  river  are 
two  efficient  batteries;  on  this  river,  one  of  eight  heavy  32s  and  [one] 
of  six  of  the  same  caliber,  but  lighter  metal.  On  the  Pamlico  are  two  of 
four  32s  each,  which  General  Gatlin  considers  sufficient. 

The  commanders  of  the  Ellis  and  the  Beaufort  are  directed,  on  the 
first  approach  of  the  enemy  in  force,  to  come  up  the  rivers,  giving 
information  to  the  military  commandant  and  taking  position  at  the  bar¬ 
riers  to  aid  in  the  defense. 

Pinding  among  Commodore  Barron’s  papers  a  telegram  from  you 
directing  him  to  take  charge  of  the  steamer  Uncle  Ben ,  and  it  being 
represented  to  me  that  the  citizens  of  Wilmington  are  complaining  bit¬ 
terly  because  of  her  not  being  fitted  out,  and  General  Gatlin  expressing 
an  earnest  desire  to  turn  her  over  to  the  Confederate  service  for  the 
purpose  of  aiding  in  the  defense  of  the  Gape  Fear,  I  have  determined  to 
take  preparatory  measures  until  your  pleasure  can  be  known. 

Under  your  authority  to  purchase  the  cargo  of  coal  at  Beaufort,  I 
send  Lieutenant  Commanding  Murphy  to  Charleston  for  that  purpose, 
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with  instructions  as  soon  as  the  purchase  is  effected  to  proceed  to  Wil¬ 
mington  and  with  Carpenter  Ed.  Williams,  who  has  been  ordered  to 
report  to  him,  together  with  a  competent  engineer,  to  survey  the  Uncle 
Ben  and  the  Arctic  and  report  to  me  their  condition. 

I  have  included  the  latter  vessel  in  the  survey,  as  from  all  I  can 
learn  she  is  admirably  fitted  for  a  floating  battery  if  her  machinery  be 
not  worthy  of  transportation.  The  latter  lies  at  Norfolk. 

But  for  the  anticipated  attack  upon  and  the  inexperience  of  the  gar¬ 
rison  of  Fort  Macon,  I  would  long  since  have  been  at  Roanoke  Island, 
which  is  the  back  door  to  Norfolk;  but  I  knew  that  men  and  guns  bad 
been  taken  there  and  that  it  was  not  remote  from  the  control  of  high 
military  capacity;  while  here,  with  so  much  at  stake,  the  capacity  for 
defense  was  questionable. 

I  felt,  too,  that  the  disaster  would  be  overwhelming  and  the  disgrace 
irretrievable  if  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Now  it  mounts  upward  of  40  guns  (one  rifled),  and  is  impregnable. 

Paymaster  De  Bree  arrived  last  night.  I  leave  this  morning  for  Nor¬ 
folk  and  Roanoke  Island. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  etc.,  W.  F.  Lynch, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  the  commandant  navy  yard ,  Norfolk ,  to  Commander  Hunter ,  C.  8. 

Navy,  commanding  expedition  to  North  Carolina ,  regarding  hot-shot 
furnace. 

Navy  Yard,  Gosport  [Norfolk],  September  12, 1861. 

Sir  :  You  will  please  to  return  to  this  yard  as  early  as  practicable 
the  hot-shot  furnace  taken  for  use  at  Roanoke  Island,  as  it  is  wanted 
immediately  for  shipment  to  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  under  General  Trim¬ 
ble’s  command. 

Y ery  respectfully, 

F.  Forrest. 

Commander  T.  T.  Hunter, 

Commanding  Expedition  to  North  Carolina. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Magruder ,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Lieutenant 
Jones,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Jamestown  battery ,  requesting  names  of 
artillery  companies  and  their  commanding  officers. 

Department  Headquarters, 
Williamsburg,  September  12,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  request  of  you  to  send  me  the  names  of  tbe 
commanding  officers  of  all  artillery  companies  under  your  command, 
and  the  names  of  each  company. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Bankhead  Magruder, 

Brigadier -  General ,  Commanding. 

Captain  Jones, 

Commanding  Jamestown  [Battery], 

[Endorsement.] 

Bedford  Light  Artillery  Company,  Captain  T.  C.  Jordan;  Hanover 
Artillery  Company,  Captain  W.  Nelson ;  Jamestown  Artillery  Company, 
Captain  William  Allen;  Cockade  Mounted  Battery,  Captain  G.  Y. 
Rambaut. 
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Order  of  the  commandant  navy  yard ,  Norfolk,  to  Commander  Sinclair, 
C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  steamer  Winslow ,  regarding  transfer  of  officers 
and  crew. 


Navy  Yard  Gosport  [Norfolk],  September  13, 1861. 
Sir:  You  will  transfer  from  the  Winslow,  under  your  command,  to 
the  receiving  ship  United  States,  all  the  officers  and  crew  of  your  vessel, 
the  latter  to  be  entered  for  rations,  the  officers  to  be  put  on  duty. 
Bespectfully,  etc., 

F.  Forrest. 


Commander  Sinclair, 

Steamer  Winslow. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Minor,  C.  S.  Wavy,  to  Lieutenant  Jones,  C.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  Jamestown  battery,  on  general  matters  relating  to 

the  C.  S.  Navy. 

Bureau  Ordnance  and  Hydrography, 

September  14,  1861. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  wrote  rather  hurriedly  yesterday,  and  did  not  have 
time  to  “say  my  say.” 

I  saw  Gorgas  about  the  saddles.  Someone  had  drawn  a  pen  across 
that  item  in  your  requisition,  but  on  explaining  to  him  your  wants  he 
directed  them  to  be  supplied,  and  I  hope  you  will  receive  them  by  the 
next  trip  of  the  Northampton.  No  martingales  are  allowed. 

De  Bree  is  at  present  on  a  visit  to  North  Carolina,  but  will  return  in 
a  few  days.  If  you  will  address  a  letter  to  him  he  will  no  doubt  attend 
to  your  pecuniary  affairs  with  promptness,  for  he  is  one  of  the  most 
accommodating  paymasters  I  have  ever  been  associated  with.  No 
detail  yet  for  the  Merrimack.  I  hope  to  be  one  of  her  lieutenants,  and 
I  need  not  say  how  pleased  I  would  be  to  serve  with  you.  Brooke,  too, 
will  join  her,  I  suppose.  He  is  an  indefatigable  fellow,  and  works  with 
heart  and  head  for  our  glorious  cause. 

Your  letter,  or  that  part  of  it  at  least  referring  to  the  Curtis  Peck  and 
Schultz,  has  worked  its  way  all  right  with  the  officials  here.  I  read  it 
to  Ingraham,  and  this  morning  to  the  Secretary,  who  expressed  a  wish 
that  Walker,  Secretary  of  War,  should  know  its  contents,  and  when  I 
read  it  to  him  arid  Mr.  Benjamin  at  the  same  time  he  thanked  me  for 
the  information,  and  will  no  doubt  act  upon  it  by  arming  the  two  boats, 
as  I  suggested.  Captain  Wood,  of  the  Quartermaster’s  Department, 
will  refer  it  also  to  headquarters,  and  the  result  will  be  that  the  North¬ 
ampton  will  be  armed  also.  General  Lee  will  soon  have  a  fight  in 
western  Virginia,  as  a  general  order  of  his  just  issued  says  the  march 
of  his  army  “must  be  onward.”  The  telegram  about  Floyd’s  defeat  is 
not  credited  here,  as  it  comes  from  Northern  sources,  and  reads  like 
a  lie. 

Farrand  has  the  Evansport  battery,  and  in  ten  days,  if  the  roads 
remain  passable,  the  Potomac  will  be  closed  to  the  enemy.  He  is  to 
have  15  guns,  and  the  battery  is  to  be  supported  by  a  large  force  of 
infantry.  Ingraham  is  absent  for  a  few  days.  Please  have  the  hun¬ 
dred  VIILinch  solid  shot  (landed  by  mistake  at  Jamestown  Island)  sent 
to  the  Grove’s  Landing  for  batteries  at  Williamsburg  immediately,  if 
you  have  not  already  done  so,  as  transportation  was  provided  for  them 
to  that  point,  and  Hicks  or  his  mate  blundered  in  landing  them  for  you 
when  they  were  intended  for  General  Magruder. 
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If  I  can  do  anything  for  you  let  me  know.  How  much  powder  should 
I  put  up  as  charges  for  a  rifled  32-pounder  of  33  hundredweight  ?  Three 
pounds  enough1? 

Very  truly,  yours, 

E.  D.  Minor. 


[Lieutenant  Oatesby  ap  E.  Jones.] 


Letter  from  the  Inspector  of  Ordnance ,  navy  yard ,  Norfolk,  to  Brigadier- 
General  Eager,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  at  Norfolk,  regarding  the 
removal  of  guns. 

Ordnance  Department,  Gosport  Navy  Yard, 

Norfolk,  Va.,  September  16,  1861. 

General:  1  am  directed  by  the  commandant  to  apprise  you  that 
already  15  of  the  guns  laid  aside  for  the  defenses  of  Norfolk  and  its 
vicinity,  on  the  requisition  of  the  engineer,  approved  by  yourself,  have 
been  otherwise  disposed  of  by  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrog¬ 
raphy,  and  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  the  speedy  removal  of  the 
remainder  to  the  custody  of  your  own  ordnance  officers.  The  comman¬ 
dant  also  recommends  the  garrisoning  of  the  outworks  for  the  defense 
of  this  yard  between  Paradise  and  Scotch  creeks  previous  to  and  pre¬ 
paratory  to  laying  the  platforms  and  mounting  the  guns,  which  would 
not  be  safe  without  a  guard.  There  is  as  yet  but  one  magazine  among 
them  all.  Some  definite  understanding  between  the  engineer  and 
myself  as  to  the  kind  of  carriages  to  be  used  there  is  desirable.  Your 
12  last  2I-pounder  shells  from  Eichmond  will  be  ready  to-day  with 
navy  fuzes. 

Bespectfully,  etc., 

A.  B.  Fairfax, 
Inspector  of  Ordnance. 

Brigadier-General  Huger. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Lynch,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  naval  defenses 
of  North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  to  Brigadier-General  Huger,  C.  S. 
Army,  commanding  at  Norfolk,  making  suggestions  regarding  army 
cooperation  in  the  defense  of  Roanoke  Island. 

Flagship  Manassas, 

Off  Roanoke  Island,  September  17, 1861. 

General:  So  great  is  the  breadth  of  Croatau  Sound,  with  a  channel 
of  G  feet  near  the  mainland,  3  miles  distant,  that  I  am  reluctantly 
forced  to  the  conclusion  that  but  little  dependence  can  be  placed  upon 
land  batteries  for  its  defense.  After  a  careful  reconnoissance,  I  am  per¬ 
suaded  that  the  defense  of  this  sound  must  be  made  at  the  marshes,  7 
miles  below,  with  floating  batteries  and  gunboats,  there  being  no  soil 
wherewith  to  construct  redoubts.  But,  general,  if  my  information  be 
correct,  there  is  another  point  demanding  immediate  and  serious 

consideration.  . ,  , ,  „ 

The  fortification  at  Oregon  Inlet,  being  on  the  south  side  thereof, 
was  of  course  untenable  with  Forts  Hatteras  and  Clark  in  the  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  enemy ;  but  if,  as  pilots  represent  to  me,  a  fleet  outside  can 
sail  within  a  mile  of  the  beach,  thus  covering  an  advancing  force 
toward  Norfolk,  it  seems  to  me  important  that  the  northern  side  of  the 
inlet  be  fortified,  with  a  strong  sustaining  force  at  hand,  and  the  troops 
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upon  this  island  be  held  in  constant  readiness  to  be  conveyed  across 
Roanoke  Sound,  to  reenforce  the  former. 

I  respectfully  suggest,  if  the  information  I  have  received  be  con¬ 
firmed  by  experienced  pilots,  that  you  send  an  officer,  in  whose  judg¬ 
ment  you  confide,  to  accompany  me  to  the  inlet. 

Before  this,  I  would  have  made  a  recon noissance  of  that  locality,  but 
that  I  had  not  a  vessel  of  sufficiently  light  draft  at  my  command. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

W.  P.  Lynch, 

Flag-Officer,  Comdg.  Naval  Defenses  N.  C.  and  Va. 

Brigadier-General  Benj.  Huger,  0.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  at  Norfolk,  Va. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Huger,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  at  Nor¬ 
folk,  Va.,  to  Flag-Officer  Lynch ,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  naval  defenses 
of  North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  acknowledging  suggestions  regarding 
the  defense  of  Roanoke  Island. 


Headquarters  of  the  Forces, 

Norfolk,  September  18,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  17th  instant,  and  am  obliged  for 
the  suggestions.  As  Colonel  Custis  Lee,  aid-de-camp  to  the  President, 
has  been  to  Roanoke  Island  especially  to  examine  it  and  the  defenses, 
and  I  hope  to  see  him  to-morrow,  I  will  defer  immediate  action  until  I 
consult  with  him.  It  does  not  appear  to  me  possible  for  any  large  body 
of  men  to  advance  on  Norfolk  by  the  sand  spit  along  the  coast. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully, 

Benj.  Huger, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Flag-Officer  W.  F.  Lynch. 


Letter  from  Brigadier -General  Magruder,  G.  S.  Army,  to  the  Chief  of 
Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography,  urging  the  placing  of  additional 
guns  in  the  battery  at  Yorktown. 

Department  Headquarters, 
Williamsburg,  Va.,  September  19,  1861. 
Sir:  Several  weeks  ago  Captain  Henderson  was  detached  from  the 
Yorktown  naval  battery,  but  no  officer  ordered  in  his  place.  I  applied 
to  the  Navy  Department  for  an  officer,  and  was  informed  that  Com¬ 
mander  Fauntleroy  had  been  ordered  to  repair  to  Yorktown  in  his 
place.  He  has  not  arrived.  I  have  since  written  once  or  twice  on  the 
subject,  but  have  received  no  answer.  As  Yorktown  is  perhaps  the 
most  important  point  on  the  coast  at  which  there  is  a  naval  battery,  I 
beg  that  this  may  be  attended  to  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  heaviest  ships  can  be  brought  against  naval  batteries  at  the 
mouth  of  York  River,  and  in  great  numbers.  It  is  obvious,  therefore, 
that  the  heaviest  guns  should  be  placed  there.  This  subject  has  been 
again  brought  to  my  notice  by  Colonel  G.  W.  Randolph,  Chief  of 
Ordnance,  an  officer  in  whose  judgment  I  place  great  confidence.  He 
says  in  a  letter  just  received: 

If  the  expedition  fitting  out  at  Washington  should  come  here  and  bring  with  it  a 
large  number  of  10  and  11  inch  Dahlgren  guns  the  odds  against  us  would  he  very 
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great.  Should  our  batteries  he  silenced,  the  fleet  may  pass  up  and  land  troops  at 
defenseless  points,  and  either  take  the  James  River  batteries  and  the  fortified  lines 
of  the  peninsula  in  reverse  or  march  on  Richmond,  passing  by  them.  Guns  of  equal 
caliber  are  necessary  to  put  us  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  enemy. 

I  concur  fully  in  this  opinion,  aud  would  respectfully  recommend 
that  six  of  the  long  32-pounder  rilled  guns,  said  to  be  now  in  Rich¬ 
mond,  be  placed  in  battery  at  this  point,  or  that  six  of  the  10  and  11 
inch  Dahlgren  guns  be  sent  if  possible.  I  would  also  report  that  I 
fired  two  shots  from  the  8-inch  columbiad  at  Spratley’s  farm,  opposite 
Hog  Island,  on  James  River,  with  15-second  fuzes  and  charges  of  8 
pounds,  giving  the  gun  the  highest  elevation  which  its  casemate  car¬ 
riage  would  admit.  The  river  is  about  If  miles  wide,  and  the  shells 
fell  short  of  the  other  side  and  exploded  in  the  water,  showing  that 
the  charges  were  too  small.  The  carriage,  however,  was  a  good  deal 
injured  even  by  these  small  charges,  and  if  the  charges  were  increased 
to  10  pounds  it  would  be  shattered  after  a  few  rounds.  This  carriage 
is — like  that  on  which  similar  guns  are  mounted  in  the  naval  battery 
at  Yorktown — almost  entirely  worthless.  The  columbiads  at  James¬ 
town  are  mounted  on  equally  unreliable  carriages.  I  indulge  a  hope, 
however,  from  the  last  letter  received  from  the  Navy  Department,  that 
the  columbiads  at  Yorktown  will  soon  be  mounted  on  army  barbette 
carriages,  after  which  I  recommend  that  those  on  James  River  be  so 
mounted  with  the  least  possible  delay.  I  beg  leave  to  ask  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  Navy  Department  to  the  immediate  necessity  of  placing  in 
battery  at  Yorktown  the  32-pounder  rilled  guns  mentioned  in  the 
above. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Bankhead  Magruder, 
Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding. 

Captain  Lynch, 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Minor,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Jones, C.  8.  Navy, 
commanding  Jamestown  battery,  referring  to  the  C.  8.  S.Virginia  (Mer¬ 
rimack)  and  the  arrival  from  England  of  munitions  of  war. 

Bureau  Ordnance  and  Hydrography, 

September  20,  1861. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  Brooke  and  I  have  read  your  letter  with  suggestions 
for  the  armament  of  the  Merrimack,  and  as  you  say  heavy  guns  are  to  be 
mounted,  but  not  one  of  X-inch  but  rather  of  IX-inch,  the  heaviest  to 
be  cast  of  this  caliber,  say  14,000  pounds.  Buchanan  will  probably  be 
her  captain,  and  I  hope  you  will  be  her  first  lieutenant.  I  am  over¬ 
whelmed  with  duty,  some  of  it,  too,  not  mine,  and  as  rilled  guns  and 
projectiles  are  all  the  go,  I  am  kept  hard  at  work  preparing  them  for 
service.  A  steamer  from  England  has  come  into  Savannah  with  pow¬ 
der  (thank  God!),  blankets,  and  munitions  of  war.  North,  who  is  in 
England,  had  a  hand  in  it,  I  believe.  I  hope  this  supply  will  not  make 
the  people  in  power  here  relax  their  efforts  to  make  a  supply  for  our¬ 
selves.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  our  prospects  for  a  plenty  of  this  muni¬ 
tion  are  improving,  and  on  yesterday  I  had  the  pleasure  of  obtaining  a 
quantity  of  saltpeter  and  sulphur  for  a  mill  at  Raleigh.  Good  news,  is 
it  not?  and  I  confess  that  my  breath  comes  easier  now  than  it  did 
when  our  prospects  were  so  blue.  Officers  are  being  sent  off  to  New 
Orleans  for  defenses  there,  and  it  seems  to  be  the  opinion  now  that 
Fernandina  will  soon  be  attacked. 
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I  send  eight  tackles  for  Whittle  at  Spratley’s  farm,  which  please  have 
forwarded  to  him.  How  shall  I  send  other  and  heavier  things  to  him1? 
I  did  not  mean  to  rifle  an  old  32,  but  to  ask  the  charge  lor  a  new  gun 
of  33  hundredweight,  just  made.  How  much?  Three  and  a  hall 
pounds? 

Excuse  haste. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

J  J  ’  E.  D.  Minor. 

[Lieutenant  Catesby  ap  E.  Jones. J 


Order  from  the  commandant  navy  yard ,  Norfolk,  to  Flag-Officer  Lynch, 
C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  naval  defenses  of  North  Carolina  and  Virginia, 
regarding  the  detail  of  Lieutenant  Spotswood,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Navy  Yard,  Gosport  [Norfolk],  September  21,  1861. 
Sir:  Lieutenant  Spotswood  is  directed  to  report  to  you  to  assist  in 
getting  guns  in  battery,  after  the  discharge  of  which  duty  he  will 
return  to  this  station. 

I  send  you  2  barrels  of  pork  and  1  of  beef;  the  bread  will  be  for¬ 
warded  as  soon  as  received. 

At  the  earliest  practicable  moment  please  order  the  Harmony  up,  as 
her  services  are  much  needed. 

Very  respectfully,  F.  Forrest. 

Captain  Lynch. 


Order  of  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  to  Lieutenant  Morgan, C.  S. 
Navy,  to  prepare  a  detail  of  men  for  Roanoke  Island. 


Navy  Yard,  Gosport  [Norfolk],  September  23,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  detail  15  men  and  hold  them  in  readi¬ 
ness  to  be  sent  to  Captain  Lynch  at  Eoanoke  Island,  North  Carolina, 
by  the  first  conveyance. 

These  men  may  be  taken  from  the  crews  of  the  Edwards  and  Wins¬ 
low. 


Very  respectfully, 


F.  Forrest. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  Y.  E.  Morgan, 

Receiving  Shi p  United  States. 


Letter  from  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  to  Flag-Officer  Lynch, 
C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  naval  defenses  of  North  Carolina  and,  Virginia, 
regarding  the  preparation  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Curlew,  and  other  matters. 

Navy  Yard,  Gosport  [Norfolk],  September  23,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  wrote  you  by  the  captain  of  the  Currituck  a  very  hasty  note, 
and  sent  you  some  provisions  and  other  articles  you  mentioned  as  being 
necessary  for  your  squadron.  I  am  sorry  I  was  unable  to  send  you 
bread,  but  by  this  conveyance  have  directed  3  barrels  to  be  sent. 

I  have  received  your  letter  to-day  from  Edenton.  I  am  glad  to  hear 
that  the  Curlew  is  nearly  ready  for  service.  Most  of  your  boats,  I 
believe,  burn  wood,  but  at  your  desire  I  send  you  6  tons  anthracite 
coal.  This  will,  no  doubt,  be  sufficient  until  you  receive  that  which 
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was  purchased  by  Lieutenant  Murphy  for  your  use.  I  am  now  busily 
engaged  fitting  out  the  large  barge  you  sent  here.  You  have  four 
rilled  guns,  one  of  which  you  will  have  to  put  on  the  Curlew ,  as  the 
demand  for  rifled  guns  is  so  great  that  we  can  not  supply  them  fast 
enough.  We  have  just  sent  those  that  were  ready  to  New  Orleans. 
Y"our  requisition  for  two  32-pounders  of  61  hundredweight,  with  car¬ 
riages,  etc.,  with  the  other  articles  mentioned,  will  be  sent  to  you.  I 
am  very  glad  to  find  that  you  have  made  a  discovery,  the  information 
of  which  the  pilots  could  not  afford  you  in  relation  to  the  depth  of  the 
water  east  of  the  channel.  I  suppose  you  will  have  it  all  shipped  out 
to  enable  you  to  take  advantage  of  it. 

You  mention  having  sent  a  requisition  for  stationery.  It  has  not 
reached  me.  I  will,  however,  send  some  to  you.  I  am  clearly  of  the 
opinion  that  the  lieutenants  of  the  Navy  should  be  detached  from  some 
of  the  batteries  and  placed  upon  their  appropriate  duty.  You  certaiuly 
ought  to  have  the  benefit  of  their  services,  while  commanders  should 
also  be  designated  for  such  positions  as  their  rank  entitles  them  to. 
These  matters  are  being  entirely  overlooked  or  neglected  at  Richmond. 
#*#*#** 

I  wish  you  would  send  the  Harmony  back  as  soon  as  you  receive  this. 
Her  services  are  indispensable  as  an  ordnance  transportation  boat.  I 
did  not  design  to  part  with  her  longer  than  a  day  or  two  at  furthest 
when  she  left  here. 

I  am,  truly,  yours, 

F.  Forrest, 

Flag- Officer  and  Commandant  Norfolk  Station. 
Flag-Officer  Wm.  F.  Lynch, 

Commanding  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  Coast  Defenses ,  etc. 


Order  of  the  commandant  navy  yard ,  Norfolk ,  to  Commander  Sinclair  and 
Lieutenants  Sinclair  and  Maury ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  proceed  for  temporary 
duty  to  Wilmington ,  N.  C. 

Navy  Yard,  Gosport  [Norfolk],  September  24, 1861. 


Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  a  moment’s  delay  to  Wilmington, 
N.  C.,  and  report  yourself  to  the  general  commanding  for  temporary 

duty.  . 

It  is  all  important  that  you  should  leave  by  the  first  and  earliest 

opportunity. 

If  possible,  a  separate  train  should  be  provided,  as  your  presence  at 
Wilmington  demands  the  utmost  expedition. 

Respectfully, 


IT  IJrmpii'ST 


Commander  A.  Sinclair. 

(The  same  to  George  T.  Sinclair  and  W.  L.  Maury.) 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  of  the  'Confederate  States,  transmitting  suggestions 
regarding  the  river  batteries  in  Virginia. 

0.  S.  Navy  Department, 
Richmond,  Va.,  September  26,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  The  enclosed  letter  was  this  day  handed  to  me  by 
the  officer  in  charge  of  orders  and  detail  of  this  Department,  Captain 
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Buchanan.  I  find  a  decided  impression  prevailing  in  circles  informed 
upon  the  condition  of  the  river  batteries  in  Virginia  that  they  are  less 
efficient  than  they  might  be  made  by  certain  changes,  and  Captain 
Buchanan’s  suggestions  are  therefore  worthy  of  consideration.  Per¬ 
haps  an  assignment  of  the  James  River  batteries,  especially  to  naval 
officers,  who  are  all  more  or  less  tamiliar  with  this  particular  river,  in 
the  manner  he  speaks  of  might  result  advantageously,  and  I  desire  to 
say  that  I  will  be  very  glad  to  adopt  this  or  any  similar  measure  which 
may  conduce  to  the  greater  security  of  the  river. 

I  am  informed  that  there  are  no  naval  officers  at  the  extensive  and 
important  works  on  Craney  Island. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Mallory, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 

[Enclosure.] 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail, 

Navy  Department,  C.  S.,  Richmond ,  Va.,  September  26,  1861. 

Sir:  Under  the  present  arrangement  the  batteries  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  of  Norfolk  and  on  the  various  rivers  in  which  are  mounted  naval 
guns,  and  many  of  which  are  commanded  by  naval  officers,  are  not  as 
efficient  as  they  ought  to  be.  Several  of  these  batteries  are  under  the 
orders  and  control  of  the  Army  and  no  naval  officers  attached  to  them, 
and  others  are  commanded  by  naval  officers,  but  the  men  are  not 
placed  under  the  control  of  those  officers,  consequently  the  efficiency  of 
the  batteries  is  impaired.  Soldiers  should  be  detailed  for  duty  in  those 
batteries  and  placed  under  the  exclusive  orders  of  the  naval  officers, 
and  their  removal  subject  only  to  the  orders  of  the  commanding  general 
of  the  division  in  which  they  are  placed.  The  company  officers  should 
be  present  at  the  exercises  of  the  guns,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  succeed 
the  naval  officer  in  the  event  of  death,  and  they  should  drill  their  men 
daily  at  the  small  arms  and  assist  the  naval  officers  in  the  general 
police  duties  of  the  batteries.  Under  this  system  discipline,  efficiency, 
and  harmony  will  be  obtained,  and  the  batteries  rendered  much  more 
serviceable  to  the  country  than  they  now  are. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Pranklin  Buchanan, 

Captain ,  in  Charge. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Richmond,  Va. 


Report  of  Commander  Whittle,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Yorlc  River 
defenses ,  regarding  the  batteries  at  Gloucester  Point,  Yorhtown,  and 
West  Point. 

West  Point,  York  River,  September  28,  1861. 
Sir:  In  answer  to  your  circular  of  the  24th  instant,  just  received,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  that  there  are  at  Gloucester  Point,  1  com¬ 
mander,  in  command  of  battery,  nine  IX-inch  shell  guns;  two  32-pound¬ 
ers  of  57  hundredweight;  and  platforms  ready  for  3  more  guns,  which  I 
earnestly  desire  may  be  supplied. 

At  Yorktown,  1  commander  in  command  of  battery;  1  lieutenant, 
Virginia  Revenue  Service;  six  8-inch  columbiads  on  barbette  carriages, 
very  inferior  and  untrustworthy. 
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At  West  Point,  1  captain,  Virginia  Revenue  Service,  commanding 
battery;  1  acting  gunner;  two  IX-inch  shell  guns;  one  32-pounder  of  57 
hundredweight,  and  5  embrasures  ready  for  guns,  which  I  hope  may  be 
supplied. 

I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  making  monthly  reports,  such  as  required 
by  your  circular  to  Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography.  As  this 
month  is  so  nearly  expired,  I  presume  another  report  will  not  be  nec¬ 
essary  on  the  1st  proximo,  unless  changes  should  be  made  in  the  offi¬ 
cers  and  armament  of  batteries. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wi.  0.  Whittle, 
Commanding  York  River  Defenses. 

Captain  Franklin  Buchanan, 

In  Charge  of  Office  of  Orders  and  Detail ,  Richmond ,  Ya. 


[Telegram.] 


Charleston,  S.  C.,  October  1,  1861. 
All  right  so  far,  but  impossible  to  move  on  account  of  weather.  I 
will  telegraph  immediately  when  the  time  comes. 

W.  H.  T. 


R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Order  of  Major-General  Holmes ,  C.  S.  Army ,  to  Lieutenant  Simms , 

C.  S.  Navy. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Fredericksburg, 

Brooke’s  Station.  October  £,  1861. 

Special  Order,  ) 

No.  149.  \ 

Lieutenant  Simms,  C.  S.  Navy,  having  performed  the  duties  required 
of  him  at  Evansport  under  instructions  from  the  Navy  Department,  will 
report  for  duty  to  Captain  Kennedy,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  batteries 
near  Aquia  Creek. 

The  general  commanding  takes  great  pleasure  in  stating  that  while 
acting  under  his  orders  Lieutenant  Simms  has  uniformly  shown  the 
utmost  devotion,  and  his  whole  conduct  has  been  characterized  by  an 
energy  and  zeal  in  the  highest  degree  commendable. 

By  order  of  General  T.  H.  Holmes: 

D.  H.  Maury, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[Telegram.] 

Charleston,  S.  C.,  October  3,  1861. 

Three  steamers  and  a  sloop  of  war  now  blockading  the  harbor;  two 
of  the  steamers,  frigates,  arrived  in  the  last  twenty-four  hours.  It  is 
thought  thus  an  even  chance  of  success.  We  shall  accordingly  take 


736  NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

\ 

the  route  through  Texas  to  Matamoras,  Mexico,  unless  otherwise 
directed.  Reply  at  once,  and,  if  the  change  of  route  is  acceded  to, 
request  the  Secretary  of  War  to  direct  officers  of  the  Army  on  the  route 
to  give  all  facilities  of  transportation.  Write  to  New  Orleans. 

John  Slidell. 

J.  M.  Mason. 

Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Letter  from  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  C.  S.  Army ,  to  Brig¬ 
adier-General  Hill ,  G.  S.  Army,  commanding  at  Goldsboro ,  N.  C., 
regarding  ordnance  from  the  Navy. 


Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office, 

Richmond ,  October  3,  1861. 

Sir  :  Tour  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo,  requesting  authority  to  draw 
directly  from  Norfolk  such  ordnance  as  the  navy  officer  there  could  spare, 
without  the  delay  and  hindrance  of  an  application  in  any  other  quarter, 
was  duly  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  who  has  control  of 
the  ordnance  referred  to.  He  has  returned  your  letter  to  this  office 
with  the  following  endorsement,  viz : 

We  have  sent  from  Norfolk  to  North  Carolina,  up  to  July  15,  203  guns;  in  addi¬ 
tion,  up  to  2d  of  October,  39;  in  all,  242  guns,  including  6  rifled  32-pounders.  We 
have  rifled  and  banded  23  guns,  6  of  which  have  gone  to  North  Carolina,  and  we  can 
not  send  any  more  rifled  guns  at  present,  our  vessels  being  in  want  of  them.  Two 
additional  were  ordered  yesterday  to  North  Carolina. 

S.  R.  M[allory], 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Flag-Officer  Lynch,  of  the  C.  S.  Navy,  is  charged  with  the  naval 
defenses  of  the  coast  of  North  Carolina.  He  is  now  at  Roanoke  Island, 
and  it  is  suggested  that  you  confer  with  him  in  regard  to  the  armament 
of  the  coast  within  your  district,  as  he  may  be  able  to  give  you  more 
information  on  the  subject  than  may  possibly  be  had  elsewhere. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Brigadier-General  D.  H.  Hill, 

Goldsboro,  N.  C. 


Order  of  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfollc,  to  Lieutenant  Cooke, 
G.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Edwards ,  to  proceed  to  Roanoke 
Island,  North  Carolina. 


Navy  Yard,  Gosport  [Norfolk],  October  3,  1861. 
Sir:  You  will  take  the  command  of  the  steam  gunboat  Edwards  and 
proceed  with  all  dispatch  to  Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina. 

Upon  your  arrival  there  you  will  report  yourself  to  Flag-Officer  Lynch 
for  such  instructions  as  he  may  give  you. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  W.  Cooke, 

Steamer  Edivards. 


F.  Forrest, 

Flag-  Officer. 
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[Telegram.] 

Charleston,  October  4 ,  1861. 

Your  telegraph  received.  We  cau  not  get  out  safely  by  the  Nashville ; 
route  to  Mexico  believed  impracticable  from  delay.  Steamer  Gordon 
now  chartered  by  Government  at  two  hundred  a  day  for  harbor  serv¬ 
ices;  light  draft;  strengthening  for  carrying  cannon  and  been  in  use 
as  a  privateer ;  a  good  seaboat;  tonnage  upward  of  500  tons;  can  go 
at  any  time  and  by  any  route  to  Nassau  or  Havana.  Offered  at  $62,000 
or  chartered  to  either  port  at  $10,000  for  the  trip;  owners  to  pay  all 
expenses;  Government  to  pay  value  if  captured.  Will  be  very  useful 
for  coast  defense.  We  will  go  at  once  in  her  if  authorized,  and  think 
the  charter  price  may  be  reduced  one-half.  'One  or  more  naval  officers 
to  go  in  her,  as  may  be  ordered. 

John  Slidell. 

J.  M.  Mason. 

Hon.  E.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Hunt ,  C.  S.  Army ,  to  Lieutenant  Jones ,  C.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  Jamestown  battery,  regarding  the  detail  of  a  naval 
officer. 

Headquarters  Forces  at  and  around  Williamsburg, 

Williamsburg ,  October  4,  1861. 

Sir:  In  a  letter  from  headquarters,  addressed  to  me  as  the  command¬ 
ing  officer  of  this  post,  under  date  of  2d  October,  1861,  the  general 
directs  as  follows : 

As  soon  as  you  receive  this  letter  you  will  send  to  Captain  Jones  for  a  navy  officer 
to  teach  a  detachment  from  the  battalion  of  your  regiment,  now  at  Williamsburg, 
the  service  of  the  42-pounder  earronades.  *  *  * 

You  will  accordingly  detail  a  navy  officer  for  the  purpose  mentioned. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  G.  Hunt, 

Colonel ,  Commanding  Post. 

Captain  Jones,  of  the  Navy, 

Jamestown ,  Va. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Jones ,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Jamestown  bat¬ 
tery,  to  Colonel  Hunt,  C.  S.  Army ,  responding  to  a  request  for  the  detail 
of  a  naval  officer. 

October  4,  1861. 

Colonel:  I  have  just  received  yours  of  this  date,  conveying  Gen¬ 
eral  Magruder’s  order  to  send  a  naval  officer  to  Williamsburg  to  teach 
a  detachment  the  service  of  the  42  pounder  carronade.  I  would  state  in 
reply  that  there  is  no  naval  officer  under  my  command,  and  that 
(excepting  myself)  there  is  no  person  on  the  island  who  understands 
the  service  of  the  carronade.  I  might,  with  proper  facilities,  in  the 
intervals  of  my  duties  here,  give  the  necessary  instruction. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  ap  B.  Jones. 

Colonel  T.  G.  Hunt, 

Williamsburg , 

N  w  R — VOL  6 - 47 
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Armament  and  ordnance  stores  on  board  the  C.  S.  8.  Fanny ,  October  8, 

1861. 


1  32-pounder  rifled  cannon,  with  locks, 
sights,  and  aprons. 

1  8-pounder  rifled  cannon. 

1  sponge  and  1  rammer  for  32-pounder. 

1  scraper  for  32-pounder. 

2  rammers  and  sponges  for  9-pounder 
rifled  cannon. 

1  worm  for  9-pounder. 

6  25-second  shells  for  32-pounder. 

9  20-second  shells  for  32-pounder. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Flag-Officer  W.  F.  Lynch, 

Commanding  Naval  Defenses 


4  15-second  shells  for  32-pounder. 

18  unloaded  shells  for  32-pounder. 

24  6-pound  charges  for  32-pounder. 

9  8-pound  charges  for  32-pounder. 

42  shells  for  9-pounder  [8-pounder?] 
rifled  gun. 

47  charges  for  9-pounder  [8-pounder?] 
rifled  gun. 

26  cutlasses,  with  belts  and  frogs. 


James  L.  Tayloe, 

Master ,  Commanding . 

Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 


Letter  from  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 

Confederate  States ,  regarding  the  charter  party  of  the  steamer  Gordon. 

Charleston,  October  11,  1861. 

Sir:  We  Lave  the  honor  to  send  to  you  herewith  the  charter  party* 
we  have  made  with  owners  of  steamer  Gordon,  in  conformity  with  your 
telegraphic  instructions;  also  a  letter*  from  Messrs.  John  Fraser  & 
Co.,  of  this  place,  by  which  you  will  perceive  that  if  the  Gordon  return 
safely  the  cost  of  the  charter  to  the  Government  will  be  reduced  to 
$5,000. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

John  Slidell. 

J.  M.  Mason. 

Hon.  E.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 


[Telegram.] 

Charleston,  October  12, 186[1]. 

Our  friends  left  here  last  night  at  1  o’clock.  A  fast  steamer,  good, 
officers,  and  very  dark  night,  with  heavy  rain.  The  guard  boat  reported 
that  they  crossed  the  bar  about  2  o’clock,  and  that  they  could  neither 
have  been  seen  nor  heard  by  the  fleet.  A  strong  northwest  wind  helped 
them,  and  the  fleet  this  morning  seems  not  to  have  changed  position 
at  all.  As  soon  as  we  hear  further  I  will  telegraph.  The  steamer 
ought  to  be  back  in  about  a  week,  and  nothing  said  until  her  return. 
Communicate  to  Mrs.  Mason. 

Wm.  Henry  Trescott. 

Hon.  E.  M.  T.  Hunter. 


Not  found. 
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Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Hill,  G.  8.  Army ,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  of  the  Confederate  States,  regarding  the  defenses  of  North 
Carolina. 


Portsmouth,  Ya.,  October  18, 1861. 

Sir:  Having  been  placed  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  in 
charge  of  the  coast  defense  of  North  Carolina  from  Fort  Macon  to  the 
Virginia  line,  I  have  the  honor  to  call  your  attention  to  the  following 
statement  of  the  condition  of  the  fortifications.  I  make  my  report  to 
you  because  the  only  hope  of  getting  the  proper  ordnance  is  the  navy 
yard  in  this  place : 

Fort  Macon  can  not.  be  held  without  4  more  efficient  guns  of  long 
range.  There  are  but  4  guns  now  of  long  range,  and  these  are  illy 
supplied  with  ammunition  and  are  mounted  on  very  inferior  carriages. 

The  battery  at  New  Berne  is  well  constructed  and  has  2  heavy  8-inch 
columbiads,  but  the  ammunition  is  very  scarce. 

Washington  has  two  good  batteries  as  far  as  the  earthwork  is  con¬ 
cerned,  but  the  guns  are  of  inferior  caliber. 

Hyde,  the  richest  county  in  the  State,  has  ten  landings  and  only  a 


9-pounder  fieldpiece — an  old  English  gun. 

Roanoke  Island  is  the  key  to  one-third  of  North  Carolina,  and  its 
possession  by  the  enemy  would  enable  him  to  seize  the  great  railway 
connection  between  north  and  south  of  the  Confederacy.  This  all- 
important  island  is  iu  want  of  men  and  guns.  It  should  have  at  least 
6  more  rifled  cannon.  Feeling  that  everything  depended  upon  holding 
it,  I  came  up  last  night  to  apply  to  the  Navy  Department  for  ordnance 
and  ordnance  stores.  I  found  Commodore  Forrest,  Captain  Fairfax, 
and  General  Huger  fully  as  much  concerned  about  the  island  as  I  was, 
but  they  could  do  nothing  for  me  without  your  order.  Under  these 
circumstances  I  most  earnestly  appeal  to  you  for  6  additional  rifled 
cannon— 4  for  Fort  Macon  and  2  for  Roanoke  Island.  There  ought  to 
be,  however,  4  at  least  for  the  latter  place.  I  am  confident  that 
Manassas  itself  is  not  more  important  than  it. 

With  great  respect, 

D.  H.  Hill, 

Brigadier- General,  C.  S.  Army. 


Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  C.  S.  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  of  the  Confederate  States,  stating  his  inability  to 
furnish  additional  guns  as  requested. 

C.  S.  Navy  Department, 
Richmond,  Va.,  October  23,  1861. 

Sir:  Brigadier-General  D.  H.  Hill,  in  a  report  upon  the  condition  of 
certain  coast  defenses  of  North  Carolina,  informs  me  that  Fort  Macon 
can  not  beheld  without  4  more  effective  guns  of  long  range;  and  he 
calls  upon  this  Department  to  furnish  him  with  6  additional  rifled  guns, 
4  for  Fort  Macon  and  2  for  Roanoke  Island.  I  regret  to  say  that  I  can 
not  furnish  these  guns,  and  respectfully  refer  the  subject  to  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 
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Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Magruder ,  (J.  S.  Army ,  commanding  at 
Yorldoion ,  Fa.,  to  Lieutenant  Jones ,  (7.  &  Jftwy,  commanding  James¬ 
town  battery ,  announcing  the  presence  of  the  enemy's  fleet  in  Hampton 
Roads. 


Headquarters,  Yorhtown ,  October  27, 1861. 

Captain:  Captain  Henderson  is  absent,  sick.  We  think  it  probable 
we  shall  have  an  attack  soon.  The  enemy’s  fleet  is  still  in  Hampton 
Boads;  30,000  men  are  there. 

Send  me,  if  yon  can,  Captain  de  Lagnel,  or  some  officer  who  knows 
something  of  the  duties  of  a  naval  battery,  and  of  landing,  manning, 
etc.,  heavy  guns  and  gun  carriages. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

J.  B.  Magruder, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding . 


[Lieutenant  Catesby  ap  E.  Jones,  C.  S.  Navy.] 


Report  of  the  armament  of  batteries  around  Norfolk ,  October  29,  1861. 

SEWELL’S  POINT. 

For  defense  of  the  river. 


32-pounders,  61  cwt .  1 

32-pounders,  57  cwt .  7 

32-pounders,  rifled .  2 

IX-  inch  guns .  6 

19 

Interior  defenses. 

32-pounders,  61  cwt .  6 

32-pounder,  27  cwt . . . - .  1 

42-pounders,  carronades .  3 


10 

Total . .  29 


FORT  NORFOLK. 


IX-inchguns .  8 

32-pounders,  61  cwt .  2 

32-pounders,  57  cwt .  2 

32-pounders,  27  cwt .  2 

18-pounder,  4,737  pounds .  1 


Total .  15 


FORT  NELSON. 


32-pounders,  57  cwt .  8 

32-pounders,  51  cwt . 5 

8-inch  guns,  55  cwt .  2 

15 

November  report  adds  1  gun,  rifled  (English) .  1 

Total .  16 

pinner’s  point. 

32-pounders,  57  cwt .  7 

32-pounders,  42  cwt  .  4 


Total 


11 
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Report  of  the  armament  of  batteries  around  Norfolk,  October  29,  1861 — Continued. 

Lambert’s  point. 

32-pounders,  57  cwt .  9 

8-inch  gun,  63  cwt .  1 

Total .  10 


NEW  BATTERY,  NEAR  PINNER’S  POINT. 

32-pounders,  61  cwt . 


CRANEY  ISLAND. 

X-inch  gun,  pivot . 

8-inch  gun . 

IX-incli  gun . 

8-inch  solid-shot  guns . 

32-pounders . . 

32-pounder,  rifled . 

Total . 


PIG  POINT. 

32-pounders,  57  cwt . 

32-pounders,  42  cwt . 

8-inch  guns,  55  cwt . 

32-pounder  rifled  gun . 

Total . 


tanner’s  creek. 

32-pounders,  62  cwt . 

42-pounders,  carronades . 

Total . 

bush’s  bluff. 

32-pounders,  42  cwt . 

Total  guns  for  harbor  defense . 

entrenched  camp. 

32-pounders,  61  cwt . 

42-pounders,  carronades . 

Total . 

Total  guns  around  Norfolk . 

FORREST  ENTRENCHMENTS. 
32-pounders,  61  cwt . 


4 


1 

18 

7 

3 

12 

1 


42 


5 

4 

4 

1 


14 


3 

2 


5 


5 


150 


15 

14 


29 


179 


16 


Order  of  Captain  Buchanan ,  C.  S.  Navy,  Chief  of  Office  of  Orders  and 
Detail,  to  Lieutenant  Simms,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Rich¬ 
mond,  to  proceed  to  the  defense  of  the  Rappahannock  River. 

Fredericksburg,  Va.,  October  30,  1861. 
Sir  :  Yon  will  accompany  me  to  Lowry’s  Point,  to  assist  in  making 
arrangements  for  tlie  defense  ot  tlie  Rappahannock  River.  .  After  per¬ 
forming  this  duty  you  will  return  to  the  command  of  the  Richmond. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frankn.  Buchanan,  0.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  C.  C.  Simms,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  C.  S.  S.  Richmond. 
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Order  of  Captain  Buchanan ,  C.  8.  Navy,  Chief  of  Office  of  Orders  and 
Detail,  to  Lieutenant  Jones ,  C.  8.  Navy,  detaching  him  from  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Jamestown  battery. 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail, 

Navy  Department,  C.  8.,  Richmond,  Va.,  November  6,  1861. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  command  of  the  Jamestown 
Island  batteries,  and  you  will  report  forthwith  to  this  office  for  duty, 
leaving  the  senior  officer  under  you  in  command  in  charge  of  the 
batteries. 

By  command  of  Secretary  of  the  Navy : 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Franklin  Buchanan, 

Captain ,  in  Charge. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  C.  ap  R.  Jones,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Jamestown  Island,  Virginia. 


[Endorsement.] 

Navy  Department,  November  9,  1861. 

Lieutenant  Jones  reported  in  obedience  to  above  orders. 

E.  M.  Tidball, 

Chief  Cleric. 


Letter  from  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  to  Flag-Officer  Golds- 
borougli,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
regarding  the  transfer  of  the  officers  of  the  French  corvette  Prony. 

November  11,  1861. 

I  send  by  the  flag  of  truce,  in  charge  of  Commander  S.  S.  Lee,  the 
captain,  officers,  and  crew  of  H.  I.  M.  steam  corvette  Prony,  recently 
wrecked  on  Ocracoke  Bar,  coast  of  North  Carolina.  Captain  De  Fon- 
tages  is  extremely  anxious  to  avail  himself  of  the  first  opportunity  of 
getting  passage  to  New  York,  in  view  of  proceeding  to  Europe. 

I  trust  that  he  will  receive  from  you  every  facility  for  carrying  out 
his  purpose. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  Forr*est, 

Flag-Officer  and  Commandant. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  Blockading  Naval  Forces,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


[Telegram.] 

Norfolk,  November  18,  1861. 

Enemy  sending  troops  up  James  River;  embarking  at  Newport  News 
in  steamers,  chartered  gunboats.  Our  steamers  in  the  river  should  be 
notified  accordingly;  no  idea  of  where  they  purpose  making  a  demon¬ 
stration. 

J.  F.  Milligan, 
Captain  and  Signal  Officer. 


Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States  to  Lieutenant 
Simms ,  C.  S.  Navy,  transferring  him  from  the  command  of  the  C.  S.  S. 
Richmond  to  duty  on  the  C.  S.  S.  Virginia  {Merrimack). 

Confederate  States  of  America, 

Navy  Department,  Richmond,  November  20,  1861. 
Sir  :  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  command  of  the  steamer  Rich¬ 
mond  and  will  proceed  to  Norfolk  without  delay  and  report  to  Flag- 
Officer  Forrest  for  duty  on  board  the  Merrimack. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Lieutenant  Ohas.  C.  Simms,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Steamer  Richmond,  Quantico  Creek,.  Virginia. 


Letter  from  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  to  Major-General  Huger, 
C.  S.  Army,  commanding  at  Norfolk,  requesting  the  detail  of  a  company 
to  St.  Helena,  Va. 

November  21,  1861. 

General:  As  the  guns  on  the  intrenchment  at  St.  Helena  (Y  a.]  are 
almost  being  mounted,  may  I  ask  the  favor  of  you  to  direct  a  company 
detailed  there.  I  learn  that  you  have  one  stationed  at  Oak  Grove 
Church,  which  is  near  at  hand.  They  could  be  advantageously 
employed  and  drilled  at  the  great  guns  at  St.  Helena,  where  they  can 
be  weil  provided  with  winter  quarters. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  Forrest, 

Flag-Officer. 

Major-General  B.  Huger, 

Commanding  Forces,  etc.,  Norfolk,  Va. 


Order  of  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk ,  to  Lieutenant  Jones,  C.  S. 

Navy,  to  test  the  guns  for  the  C.  S.  S.  Virginia  {Merrimack). 

Commandant’s  Office,  Dockyard, 

Gosport  [Norfolk],  November  23,  1861. 

Sir  *  On  the  arrival  of  the  rifled  guns  designed  for  the  Merrimack,  you 
will  be  pleased  to  ascertain  by  actual  firing  their  range  and  capacity. 

For  this  purpose  the  guns  will  be  placed  temporarily  m  battery  at 
the  naval  hospital,  and,  on  your  requisition,  the  necessary  powder,  not 
to  exceed  300  pounds,  will  be  furnished. 

Very  respectfully,  p  Foeeest, 

Flag-Officer  and  Commandant. 

Lieutenant  Catesby  ap  E.  Jones,  C.  S.  Navy,  . 

Executive  Officer  Merrimack. 
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Letter  from  tlie  commandant  navy  yard.  Nor  folic,  to  Major- General  Huger , 
C.  8.  Army ,  commanding  at  Norfolk ,  regarding  plan  for  the  protection 
of  g  uns. 

Commandant’s  Office,  Dockyard, 

Gosport  [Norfolk],  November  24,  1861. 
General:  I  send  by  Captain  Pinkney  a  plan*  for  the  better  protec¬ 
tion  of  the  guns,  particularly  at  Sewell’s  Point. 

One  has  already  been  furnished  General  Hill,  who  approves  and 
intends  adopting  it  at  Roanoke  Island. 

Yery  respectfully, 

F.  Forrest, 

Flag-Officer  and  Commandant. 

Major-General  Huger, 

Commanding  Department  of  Norfolk. 


Letter  from  the  commandant  Navy  Yard,  Norfolk,  to  W.  G.  Webb ,  esq., 
regarding  the  shipment  of  iron  for  the  C.  8.  8.  Virginia  (Merrimack). 


Commandant’s  Office,  Dockyard, 

Gosport  [Norfolk],  November  25,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Richmond,  via  Petersburg, 
and,  after  seeing  the  agents,  superintendents,  and  other  officials  of  the 
Seaboard  and  Roanoke  Railroad,  together  with  the  proprietors  of  the 
Tredegar  Works,  you  will  make  all  necessary  arrangements  for  the 
shipment  of  the  iron  for  the  Merrimack  by  way  of  Weldon. 

You  are  necessarily  left  to  your  own  discretion  in  this  matter  to  some 
extent,  and  I  rely  greatly  upon  your  energy  and  intelligence  in  carrying 
out  this  order. 

Yery  respectfully, 


F.  Forrest, 

Flag-Officer  and  Commandant. 


W.  G.  Webb,  Esq., 

Dockyard,  Gosport  [Norfolk]. 


Letter  from  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  to  Major-General  Huger, 
C.  8.  Army ,  commanding  at  Norfolk,  regarding  guns' for  the  batteries. 


November  25,  1861. 

I  have  to  report  that  the  six  rifled  guns  (banded)  which  I  transferred 
to  you  some  time  since  have  been  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  by  letter  of  the  23d  instant,  an  extract  of  which  I  herewith 
append: 


A  few  rifled  guns  of  long  range  are  unquestionably  desirable  in  each  batterv,  but 
the  belief  is  fast  gaining  ground  that  the  8-inch,  and  9-inch  guns,  with  shell  and  hot 
shot,  will  make  the  best  defense  against  vessels.  The  enemy’s  success  at  Port  Royal 
may  prompt  him  to  attempt  the  capture  of  Norfolk  by  similar  means,  and  to  this  his 
naval  pride  may  prove  a  strong  stimulant.  This  it  would  seem  he  can  not  do  with 
his  wooden  vessels  if  our  batteries  are  well  commanded  and  served. 


Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Major-General  Huger, 

Commanding  Forces,  Norfolk. 


F.  Forrest, 

Flag-  Office^. 


Not  found 
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General  Order  of  the  commandant  navy  yard ,  Norfolk,  regarding  compa¬ 
nies  of  mechanics  organized  as  small-arms  men „ 

General  Order,  )  Commandant’s  Office,  Dockyard, 

No.  10.  )  Gosport  [Norfolk],  November  25,  1861. 

Captains  of  companies  of  mechanics,  organized  as  small-arms  men  in 
this  dockyard,  will  report  to  Captain  [John  D.]  Simms,  C.  S.  Marine 
Corps,  who  has  been  detailed  to  command  them. 

They  will  report  on  Wednesday  (27th)  at  the  office  of  Commander 
Lee  at  11  o’clock. 

F.  Forrest, 

Flag-Officer  and  Commandant. 

Commander  S.  S.  Lee,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Executive  Officer,  Dockyard. 


Letter  from  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  to  Major-General  Eager, 
G.  S.  Army,  commanding  at  Norfolk,  requesting  the  use  of  a  steamer  to 
carry  a  fag  of  truce. 


November  20, 1861. 

General  :  I  have  received  a  communication  from  the  Department 
which  requires  that  a  flag-  of  truce  be  sent  as  early  as  practicable  to 
Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  in  view  of  an  exchange  of  Captain  Barron 
and  Masters  Hudgins  and  Hicks.  I  have  prepared  a  dispatch  for  the 
purpose,  and  will  place  it  in  the  hands  of  Lieutenant  J.  S.  Maury  to  be 
delivered. 


If  you  can  spare  a  steamer  for  the  purpose,  you  would  add  to  the 
many  obligations  already  conferred  on 
Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  Forrest, 

Flag-Officer. 


Major  General  B.  Huger, 

Commanding  Forces,  Norfolk. 


Order  of  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  to  Lieutenant  Morgan , 
C.  3.  Navy,  regarding  transfer  of  guns  for  the  defense  of  Savannah, 

Commandant’s  Office,  Dockyard, 

Gosport  [Norfolk],  November  26,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  get  ready  for  delivery  to  Commander 
Page,  on  his  arrival  here,  eight  of  the  32-pouuders  on  board  the  frigate 
United  States,  with  their  carriages  and  equipments,  for  the  defense  of 
Savannah. 

Respectful lv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

F.  Forrest, 

Flag-Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  V[an  R.]  Morgan, 

Frigate  United  States. 
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Batteries  of  York  River ,  as  reported  by  commanding  officer ,  December  1 , 

1861. 


Gloucester  Point  Battery. — Commander  Page ,  commanding . 

Nine  IX-incli;  2  22- pounders,  57  cwt.  Two  42  pounders,  carronade;  2  32-pound- 

One  32-pounder,  61  cwt.;  2  32-pounders,  !  ers,  27  and  32  cwt. 
rifled. 

Torktown  Battery. — Captain  J.  M.  Maury,  commanding . 

Six  8-incli  columbiads  on  barbette  carriages. 

West  Point  Battery. — Captain  li.  K.  Hudgins,  commanding . 

Two  IX-incli  shell  guns.  |  One  32-pounder,  57  cwt. 

All  under  command  of  Captain  Y.  M.  Randolph,  O.  S.  Navy. 


Instructions  from  the  Chief  of  Office  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography  to 

Commander  Tucker ,  G.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Patrick  Henry , 

regarding  a  change  of  the  armament  of  that  vessel. 

Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography, 

December  4 ,  1861. 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  referred  to  this  Bureau  that 
portion  of  your  letter  relating  to  the  change  of  armament  of  the 
steamer  Patrick  Henry. 

The  Bureau  has  no  rifled  gun  at  its  disposal  of  24-pounder  caliber, 
nor  does  it  propose  to  have  any  cast  of  that  class. 

The  bow  and  stern  guns  for  the  Merrimack  are  7-inch  bore,  or  42- 
pouuders,  and  weigh  14,000  pounds  each.  The  enclosed  tracing  will 
show  you  the  dimensions  of  this  gun.  If  you  find  it  will  fit  the  pivot 
carriage  you  now  have,  one  of  these  guns  can  be  furnished  to  the 
Patrick  Henry. 

There  are  also  some  guns  in  the  course  of  fabrication  weighing  9,000 
pounds,  banded  and  rifled.  They  are  the  caliber  of  the  smoothbore 
32-pounders  (6.40-inch),  and  are  longer  than  the  old  32s. 

If  a  rifled  gun,  or  two  of  them,  is  furnished  to  tbe  Patrick  Henry ,  it 
is  desirable  that  they  should  be  of  such  dimensions  as  to  fit  the  pivot 
carriages  she  now  has  on  board,  for,  independent  of  the  cost  of  new 
carriages,  they  can  not  be  supplied  from  the  Norfolk  yard  until  after 
the  work  on  the  Merrimack  is  finished. 

The  steamer  Jamestown  is  armed  with  two  rifled  32-pounders  of  57 
hundredweight.  To  secure  rapidity  of  fire  it  is  desirable  that  she 
should  have  a  smoothbore  gun.  If  your  8-inch  gun,  with  its  carriage, 
can  be  transferred  to  the  Jamestown ,  and  her  rifled  gun  to  the  Patrick 
Henry ,  the  Bureau  thinks  that  the  armament  of  both  vessels  would  be 
improved. 

If  this  arrangement  meets  your  views,  please  inform  the  Bureau. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Minor, 

Commander,  for  Chief  of  the  Bureau. 

Commander  J.  R.  Tucker, 

Commanding  Steamer  Patrick  Henry ,  James  River. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Barney ,  C.  8.  Navy,  commanding  C.  8.  8.  Jamestown, 
regarding  the  complement  of  officers  and  men  for  that  vessel. 

C.  S.  S.  Jamestown, 
Richmond,  December  4,  1861. 

Flag-Officer  :  In  compliance  with  your  order,  I  herewith  enclose 
a  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  vessel;  also  the  complements  as 
established  by  the  Department.  By  this  exhibit  you  will  see  that  the 
Jamestown  is  short  of  the  complement  twenty-three  men.  The  excess 
in  some  grades  over  the  complements  arises  from  the  fact  that  I  have 
not  permanently  rated  the  petty  officers,  keeping  men  on  probation 
until  I  ascertained  their  fitness  for  their  positions.  It  is  impossible  to 
get  men  of  the  proper  kind  unless  from  the  Army,  and  I  have  applied 
for  the  discharge  from  that  branch  of  the  service  of  a  number  of  men 
who  have  expressed  a  desire  to  enter  the  Navy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  [servant], 

J.  N.  Barnet, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding . 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  F.  Lynch,  C.  S.  Navyr 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 


Order  of  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  to  Acting  Master  Parrish , 
C.  8.  Navy ,  regarding  the  removal  of  obstructions  in  view  of  the  move¬ 
ment  of  the  C.  8.  8.  Virginia  ( Merrimack )  to  Hampton  Roads. 

December  6,  1861. 

Sir:  As  the  period  is  fast  approaching  when  it  is  presumed  that  the 
Merrimack  will  be  in  readiness  to  proceed  down  to  Hamilton  Roads, 
care  must  be  taken  that  the  obstructions  in  the  channel  be  removed  at 
a  sufficient  distance  to  allow  her  passage  through  them.  In  view  of 
such  facilities,  you  will  immediately  ascertain  by  actual  observation, 
and  have  opened  for  her  passage,  the  necessary  breadth  of  channel, 
removing  all  and  every  impediment  likely  to  obstruct  her  way,  and 
report  to  me  accordingly. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  Forrest, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Acting  Master  William  Parrish, 

G.  8.  8.  Merrimack. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Sharp,  C.  S.  Navy,  giving  information  obtained 
while  a  prisoner  on  the  U.  8.  ship  Congress  in  Hampton  Roads. 

Bureau  Ordnance, 
Richmond,  Va.,  December  9,  1861. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  In  a  moment  of  leisure  it  occurs  to  me  to  write  you 
of  my  observations  while  on  board  of  the  Congress,  Commander  Wil¬ 
liam  Smith,  off  Newport  News,  during  nine  days. 

There  is  a  strongly  built  battery  of  five  large  guns  riverward,  at  the 
upper  bridge  toward  the  river.  The  southeast  gun  is  on  a  semicircular 
battery  alone;  the  others  on  a  parapet.  The  battery  seems  continuous, 
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looking  inland,  but  tlie  Congress's  deck  being  about  as  liigli  as  tlie  sand 
bank,  T  could  not  count  inland  guns,  or  even  see  them,  though  the 
parapet  curvature  satisfied  me  that  the  battery  is  circular  or  oval. 
The  same  parallel  line  of  view  prevented  me  from  the  judging  of  the 
number  of  troops,  but  it  was  extensive.  The  river-edge  trees  remain ; 
inland,  they  have  been  cut  down,  and  houses,  etc.,  are  built  and  being 
built.  In  addition  to  the  original  old  bridge,  a  fine,  large  one  has  been 
constructed,  similar  to  the  ordnance  bridge,  you  may  recollect,  at  Old 
Point.  Steamers  go  to  both  bridges.  The  Express ,  steamer,  runs  twice 
daily  between  Newport  News  and  Old  Point;  the  other  boats  are  hos¬ 
pital,  house  boats,  etc. 

While  there  one  night,  about  8  p.  m.,  a  steamer  was  seen  and  reported 
as  the  P.  II.  [Patrick  Ilenry}.  General  quarters  and  thorough  prepara¬ 
tions  were  made,  but  relieved  on  falsifying  the  statement.  The  Congress 
has  removed  her  gun  deck  cabin  and  has  two  long  32s  out  of  stern 
ports.  The  original  crew  she  had  in  Brazil,  Lieutenants  J.  B.  Smith 
and  A.  Pendergrast,  Purser  Buchanan,  and  Dr.  Shippen;  all  the  rest 
are  masters  and  masters’  mates  from  the  merchant  service,  unless  for¬ 
ward  officers.  At  sunset,  though  always  loaded,  batteries  are  primed, 
guns  cast  loose  and  ranged  obliquely;  regular  sea  watches  kept;  no 
hammocks  allowed  on  gun  deck,  or  lights  above  water;  stream  anchor 
at  port  quarter,  hawsers  bent,  and  others  on  deck ;  buoys  all  around 
ship,  and  spars  in  angular  form  reach  from  forward  of  flying  jibbooms, 
lashed,  hung  by  tackles  from  head  booms  and  fore  channels,  passing 
the  last  so  as  to  glance  off  passing  objects,  torpedoes,  etc.  Grew  well 
drilled,  furnished  with  Sharps  andMinie  rifles,  and  all  modern  appliances. 
Boat  howitzer  in  quarter-deck  after  ports.  Stevens,  Butt,  and  I  were 
confined  on  the  Congress  ;  Dalton  and  Loyall  on  the  Cumberland ,  Cap¬ 
tain  Livingston;  officers,  Lieutenants  G.  IT.  Morris  and  Selfridge,  Dr. 
Jackson,  and  others  merchantmen  appointments.  The  Cumberland 
rows  guard  nightly.  Both  ships  two  cables’  length  apart,  under  the 
battery,  less  than  half  a  mile  distant.  The  Cumberland  has  outriggers 
like  the  Congress.  1  left  the  Congress  on  the  20tlx  ultimo,  when  the 
Cambridge ,  Commander  W.  A.  Parker,  Lieutenant  Gwin ;  Hetzel,  Cap¬ 
tain  H.  K.  Davenport;  Shawsheen,  Lieutenant  E.  E.  Collioun;  and 
another  tugboat,  armed,  were  near  us  permanently.  Nightly  the  small 
ones  distributed  themselves  above  the  ship  anchorage,  keep  steam  up 
always,  and  retire  off  the  battery  each  morning.  The  Cambridge  is  a 
fore-topsail,  schooner-rigged  propeller,  of  700  or  800  tons,  with  four  or 
six  broadside  guns,  and  one  forward  and  aft;  flush  hurricane  deck. 
The  smaller  ones  have  each  a  Parrott  gun  forward  and  aft.  Communi¬ 
cations  from  the  Newport  News  points  to  Old  Point  are  communicated 
by  flag  signals  from  the  terminus  of  Newport  News,  doubtless  Signal 
Major  Myer’s  invention.  Bright  lookouts  are  always  kept  up  on  Pig 
Point,  Sewell  Point,  Elizabeth  Biver,  and  all  batteries.  Not  a  boat 
ever  escapes  observation.  As  I  did  not  go  forward,  I  did  not  see  what 
I  saw  from  the  Connecticut  while  passing  the  Minnesota  and  Roanoke 
from  seaward.  They  have  grapnels  hung  from  all  head  booms,  spritsail 
yards,  etc.,  dangling  in  the  water.  I  suppose  ours  had,  too.  The  Min¬ 
nesota  has  only  two  lieutenants,  Grafton  and  W atters.  Clary  commands 
the  propeller  Hawn ,  which  has  only  two  Parrott  guns  in  broadside. 
While  on  board  of  the  Congress ,  old  Glisson  passed  a  night  near  us  in 
the  Mount  Vernon ,  a  vessel  similar  to  the  Cambridge. 

I  asked  Captain  Hicks  to  tell  you  all  this,  but  thought  best,  later,  to 
write,  hoping  that  the  information  sent  may  be  advantageous  to  you. 
I  left  Captain  Barron  well;  they  are  (south)  endeavoring  to  give 
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exchange  for  him.  I  hope  they  will  succeed.  I  was  two  and  a  half 
months  in  Fort  Columbus,  nine  days  in  Fort  Warren,  one-half  day  on 
board  the  North  Carolina ,  Captain  Meade,  and  nine  days  on  board  of 
the  Congress. 

Hoping  that  the  contents  of  this  letter  may  prove  agreeable  to  you, 
and  that  you  will  present  my  warmest  regards  to  the  officers, 

I  am,  sir,  with  high  respect,  very  truly,  yours, 

Wi.  Sharp. 

Commander  Jno.  E.  Tucker, 

Commanding  Patrick  Henry. 

Captain  Maury  directs  me  to  say  that  if  you  will  lengthen  your  trigger 
line  twice  the  length  of  the  distance  from  the  end  of  the  Hying  jibboom 
to  the  cutwater,  the  Congress's  fenders  will  not  prove  obstructions. 


Letter  from  the  Chief  of  Office  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography  to 

Commander  Tucker ,  G.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  C.  8.  8.  Patrick  Henry , 

regarding  guns  for  that  vessel. 

Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography, 

December  9,  1861. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  6th  instant  was  received  to-day.  I  enclose 
you  a  tracing  of  the  9,000-pound  gun.  Its  caliber  is  to  be  6.4-inch  and 
the  weight  of  the  projectile  about  62  pounds. 

An  order  has  been  sent  by  this  Bureau  to  Commander  Forrest  to 
send  two  32-pounders,  of  57 "hundredweight,  rifled  and  banded,  with 
their  carriages,  equipments,  and  projectiles,  to  City  Point  for  the  Pat¬ 
rick  Henry. 

Possibly  the  Bureau  made  a  mistake  in  ordering  broadside  rifled 
guns  for  the  Patrick  Henry ;  if  so,  you  will  please  say  whether  you 
need  them.  If  you  do  not,  the  order  will  be  countermanded. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Minor, 
Commander,  for  Chief  of  Bureau. 

Commander  J.  E.  Tucker, 

Commanding  Steamer  Patrick  Henry ,  James  River. 


Jjetter  from  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  to  Major-  General  Huger, 
C.  8.  Army,  commanding  at  Norfolk,  regarding  the  removal  of  obstruc¬ 
tions  for  the  passage  of  the  C.  8.  8.  Virginia  ( Merrimack ). 

Commandant’s  Office,  Dockyard, 

Gosport  [Norfolk],  December  9,  1861. 
General:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  6tli  I  have  to 
inform  you  that  there  is  no  vessel  here  for  the  purpose  indicated. 

I  have  to-day  issued  orders  for  the  pile  heads  below  to  be  cut  down 
at  low-water  mark,  and  in  the  event  of  an  attack  will  have  the  United 
States,  frigate,  towed  into  position  and  anchored  athwart  the  channel  at 
the  light-house  below  Craney  Island,  so  as  not  to  be  in  range  of  that 
work  or  Sewell’s  Point. 
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To  obstruct  the  channel  would  be  to  blockade  the  Merrimack ,  and, 
with  a  view  to  get  her  out  when  completed,  I  have  ordered  the  obstruc¬ 
tions  below  to  be  sufficiently  removed  to  admit  her  passage.  Mr. 
Parrish,  who  will  present  this,  will  explain  this  more  satisfactorily. 
Very  respectfully, 

F.  Forrest, 

Flay -Officer  and  Commandant. 

1  Major-General  Huger, 

Commanding  Department  of  [Norfolk]. 


Letter  from  the  commandant  navy  yard ,  Norfolk ,  to  Major-General 
Magruder ,  C.  S.  Army ,  commanding  Department  of  Eastern  Virginia , 
regarding  boats  and  guns  for  the  use  of  his  command. 


Commandant’s  Office,  Dockyard, 

Gosport  [Norfolk],  December  10,  1861. 

General  :  I  regret  to  inform  you  that  the  boats  required  by  you  for 
service  on  the  peninsula  can  not  now  be  supplied,  as  I  am  informed 
that  those  on  hand  are  designed  for  a  specific  purpose,  but  boats  such 
as  you  desire  are  now  in  process  of  construction. 

We  can  furnish  you  some  guns  of  small  caliber  and  will  most  cheer¬ 
fully  do  so,  for  I  know  that  under  your  command  they  will  be  well 
placed  and  gallantly  fought. 

Yery  respectfully, 

F.  Forrest, 

Flag-Officer  and  Commandant. 

General  John  Bankhead  Magruder, 

Commanding  Department  of  Eastern  Virginia. 


Order  of  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  to  Lieutenant  Davidson, 

C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  seamen. 

December  10,  1861. 

[Sir:]  As  an  order  has  been  issued  by  the  War  Department  direct¬ 
ing  Generals  Huger  and  Magruder  to  discharge  all  seamen  that  may 
be  wanted  for  the  naval  service,  you  will  report  to  General  Huger  for 
permission  to  make  the  selection  of  such  seamen  as,  upon  examination, 
you  may  deem  qualified  for  such  service. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  Forrest, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Hunter  Davidson,  0.  S.  Navy. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Magruder ,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Eastern  Virginia,  to  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  Confederate 
States,  urging  the  retention  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Patrick  Henry  in  the  James 
River. 

Yorktown,  December  11,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  learned  that  the  Patrick  Henry  is  going  up  the  river 
for  repairs.  Her  presence  is  absolutely  essential,  in  my  judgment,  in 
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lier  present  position,  to  the  safety  of  James  River  and  pernaps  the 
peninsula.  I  had  hoped  that  the  Jamestown  would  at  once  be  ordered 
to  join  her.  I  hope,  under  the  circumstances,  the  Patrick  Henry  may 
be  ordered  to  retain  her  present  position  and  the  Jamestown  ordered  to 
join  her. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Magritder, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 


Letter  from  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  to  the  mayor  of  Nor¬ 
folk,  Va.,  regarding  the  placing  of  additional  obstructions  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  Norfolk. 


Commandant’s  Office,  Dockyard, 

Gosport  [Norfolk],  December  12,  1861. 
My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  this  moment  received  your  letter  in  relation 
to  the  obstructions  necessary,  in  the  opinion  of  the  citizens,  to  be  added 
to  those  already  placed  for  the  protection  of  Norfolk  in  the  channel 
way  below.  In  reply,  1  beg  leave  to  say  that  I  have  had  a  conference 
with  General  Huger  this  morning,  and  I  have  agreed  to  send  the  Ger¬ 
mantown  down  to  be  anchored  across  the  channel,  in  order  the  more 
effectually  to  stop  the  ingress  of  the  enemy’s  vessels. 

The  harbor  guard  under  Mr.  Young  are  to  be  kept  on  board,  and  she 
will  be  in  readiness  to  be  sunk  should  any  necessity  arise  for  doing  so. 
The  frigate  United  States  will  be  prepared  to  go  down  at  the  shortest 
notice,  not  only  to  add  to  the  obstructions  but  to  fight  in  cooperation 
with  the  batteries  on  shore.  • 

You  may  rely  upon  it  that  I  feel  as  you  do,  and  as  your  citizens,  and 
will  protect  the  city  and  important  trust  committed  to  my  charge  at 
this  dockyard  with  all  the  means  at  my  command  and  to  the  best  of 
my  ability. 

Yery  respectfully, 


F.  Forrest, 

Flag-Officer  and  Commandant. 


Hon.  W.  W.  Lamb, 

Mayor  of  Norfolk. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Lynch ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  nava  l  defenses  of 
North  Carolina  and  Virginia ,  to  Commander  Tucker ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  com¬ 
manding  C.  S.  S.  Patrick  Henry ,  referring  to  proposed  attack  upon  the 
vessels  of  the  enemy. 

Richmond,  December  13, 1861. 

Sir  :  Being  called  upon  by  the  Department  for  muster  rolls  of  the 
vessels  under  my  command,  and  the  Patrick  Henry  being  one  of  them, 
I  desire  you  to  send  me,  as  soon  as  practicable,  directed  to  Norfolk,  a 
correct  list  of  officers  and  men  attached  to  your  command. 

Interrupting  circumstances  have  prevented  me  from  paying  you  a 
visit  and  arranging  for  a  simultaneous  attack  by  the  Patrick  Henry, 
the  Jamestown,  and  some  of  the  gunboats  from  Pamlico  Sound  upon 
the  vessels  of  the  enemy. 
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With  a  particular  object  in  view,  I  am  pushing  the  repairs  ot  the 
Sea  Bird  and  the  Beaufort,  in  order  to  get  to  the  sound  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible.  As  soon  as  the  purpose  is  attained  or  frustrated  1  will  either 
see  or  write  to  you  respecting  the  attack  alluded  to  in  the  preceding 
paragraph. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

’  W.  F.  Lynch, 

Flag- Officer ,  Gomdg.  Naval  Defenses  North  Carolina  and  Virginia. 

Commander  J.  R.  Tucker, 

Confederate  Steamer  Patrick  Henry. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Barney,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  James¬ 
town,  regarding  supplies  of  oil. 

C.  S.  S.  Jamestown, 
Richmond ,  December  16,  1861. 

Sir:  By  an  invoice  of  stores  for  this  ship  sent  by  the  naval  store¬ 
keeper  at  Gosport  [Norfolk]  yard,  I  hnd  but  15  gallons  of  sperm  oil 
supplied  instead  of  50  gallons,  for  which  requisition  was  made  11th 
November.  When  I  handed  that  requisition  to  Flag-Officer  Forrest  he 
informed  me  that  there  was  none  in.  store  at  the  yard,  but  there  was 
some  in  Norfolk  belonging  to  the  Treasury  Department,  and  that  if  I 
could  get  that  oil  transferred  to  the  yard  my  requisition  wmuld  be 
supplied. 

Upon  my  return  to  Richmond  I  waited  upon  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  [the]  Navy  upon  the  subject  and  he  procured  the  transfer  of  said  oil 
to  th&  navy  yard.  1  would  therefore  suggest  that  I  am  entitled  to  have 
my  requisition  filled.  I  will  add  that  it  is  impossible  to  procure  oil  that 
will  burn  in  the  open  air  at  this  season,  and  it  is,  of  course,  very  impor¬ 
tant  to  have  some  for  binnacle  and  signal  lights. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  N.  Barney, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding . 

Captain  F.  Buchanan. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States  to  Com¬ 
mander  Tucker,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Patrick  Henry, placing 
under  his  command  the  C.  S.  S.  Jamestoivn. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 

Navy  Department,  Richmond,  December  19,  1861. 
Sir  :  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  N.  Barney,  commanding  the  steamer 
Jamestown ,  will  report  to  you  for  duty  on  the  James  River. 

You  will  give  him  such  orders  as  the  interests  of  the  service  and 
your  cooperation  with  General  Magruder  may  require. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Mallory, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commander  John  R.  Tucker,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Steamer  Patrick  Henry ,  James  River. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Barney ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  C.  S.  8.  James¬ 
town,  of  the  execution  of  the  Department's  order. 

0.  S.  S.  Jamestown, 
Mulberry  Island,  December  26,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  tlie  honor  to  inform  you  that  this  ship  arrived  at  this 
anchorage  yesterday,  and  that  in  obedience  to  your  order  I  have 
reported  for  duty  to  Commander  J.  E.  Tucker. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

J.  1ST.  Barney, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  S.  E.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  Navy,  Richmond,  Va. 


Letter  from  Flag -Officer  Lynch,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  naval  defenses  of 
North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  to  Commander  Tucker ,  C.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding  C.  S.  S.  Patrick  Henry,  regarding  the  preparation  and  testing 


of  guns. 

C.  S.  Flagship  Sea  Bird, 

Off  Gosport  [Norfolk]  Navy  Yard,  December  30,1861. 

Sir-  Your  muster  roll  of  the  Patrick  Henry  was  duly  received. 

The  rifled  broadside  guns,  I  am  assured,  will  be  ready  for  you  in  a 
week  or  teu  days,  and  I  will  leave  directions  for  them  to  be  forwarded 

to  City  Point  as  soon  as  possible.  .  .  .  ,  , , 

Recent  experiments  at  the  batteries  in  this  vicinity  lead  to  the  con¬ 
clusion  that  6  pounds  should  be  the  maximum  charge  for  rifled  32s  of 
heaviest  caliber,  and  that  5  pounds,  except  for  extreme  long  range,  is 
more  efficacious,  with  less  strain  upon  the  gun. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  w  LyKCH, 

Flaa- Officer. 


Commander  J.  E.  Tucker, 

Commanding  Steamer  Patrick  Henry. 


Letter  from  Captain  de  Lagnel,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Harden’s  Bluff 
battery ,  to  Commander  Tucker,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Patrick 
Henry,  transmitting  information  of  the  assembling  at  Fortress  Monroe 
of  a  Federal  fleet. 

Hardy’s  [Harden’s]  Bluff  Battery,  January  4,  1862. 
Sir  •  The  following  is  a  copy  of  communication  this  morning  received 
from  tiie  headquarters  of  the  Army  [of  the]  Peninsula. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  1  J.  A.  de  Lagnel, 

Commanding  Battery. 

Commander  John  R.  Tucker, 

Commanding  C.  S.  S.  Patrick  Henry. 


[Enclosure.] 

Yorktown,  January  4, 1862. 

Sir-  I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  inform 
you  that  a  large  fleet,  said  to  include  several  frigates,  is  now  assembled 
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at  Fortress  Monroe.  He  thinks  that  it  will  attack  this  place  or  Nor  ¬ 
folk,  or  our  batteries  on  James  River,  and  considering  that  the  last 
contingency  [is]  the  most  probable  he  therefore  directs  you  to  care¬ 
fully  inspect  and  prepare  your  batteries  and  hot-shot  furnaces  for  bat¬ 
teries,  and  provide  without  a  moment’s  delay  an  ample  supply  of  the 
best  firewood  for  these  furnaces.  The  rapid  advance  of  a  fleet  of 
steamers  will  leave  no  time  for  preparation. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Bryan, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Commanding  Officer  Hardy’s  [Harden’s]  Bluff  Battery. 


Letter  from  Captain  Noland ,  G.  tS.  Army,  to  Commander  Tucker ,  C.  8. 

Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Patrick  Henry ,  transmitting  an  order  to  pre¬ 
pare  to  repel  attack  of  Federal  vessels. 

[January  6, 1862.] 

Dear  Tucker:  I  enclose  you  an  order  just  received  to-night.  I  am 
glad  we  had  determined  to  defer  our  visit  to  Yorktown.  1  thank  you 
most  kindly  for  your  most  acceptable  present.  Mr.  Lamb,  by  order  of 
General  Magruder,  will  commence  the  survey  of  the  river  and  beach 
contiguous  to  the  battery  to-morrow.  Any  assistance  that  you  can 
render  him  will  be  gratefully  acknowledged  by  myself. 

Truly,  yours,  etc., 

C.  St.  Geo.  Noland. 

Captain  Tucker, 

Commanding  C.  S.  S.  Patrick  Henry. 

[Enclosure. — Extract.] 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Peninsula, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General’s  Office, 

Yorktown,  Va.,  January  6,  1861  [1862], 

Sir:  I  am  instructed  to  say  to  you  that  the  enemy’s  fleet  in  Hamp¬ 
ton  Roads,  according  to  official  information  received  by  the  major- 
general,  numbers  150  to  200  sail. 

He  directs  that  you  hold  your  command  in  readiness  to  repel  attack, 
defending  your  position  to  the  last. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Wise,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Lynch 
C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  naval  defenses  of  North  Carolina  and  Vir¬ 
ginia,  regarding  a  conflict  of  command. 

C.  S.  S.  Sea  Bird,  January  9,  1862. 
Sir:  I  received  yours  of  this  morning,  and  regret  to  be  informed  of 
the  indefensible  condition  of  the  floating  battery  at  Redstone  Point,  on 
Croatan  Sound.  I  need  not  inform  you  that  1  "have  just  arrived,  and 
am  yet  to  visit  various  poiuts  of  defense  at  the  Roanoke  Island.  On 
conference  with  Colonel  Shaw,  I  find  that  the  report  of  Midshipman 
Gardner  was  made  December  28  last,  and  immediately  Colonel  Shaw 
(December  29)  issued  the  accompanying  order,  in  which  he  states  that 
“Midshipman  Gardner,  having  been  detailed  by  Flag-Olficer  Lynch  to 
instruct  and  drill  Captain  White’s  company,  stationed  in  the  naval 
battery,  Captain  White  will  see  that  strict  obedience  is  given  to  all 
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orders  given  by  him  while  in  the  discharge  of  that  duty.  Captain 
White  retains  the  entire  command  of  his  company,  except  during  such 
hours  each  day  as  the  men  may  be  under  drill  by  Midshipman  Gardner,  ’ 
etc.  This  order  would  seem  to  cover  sufficiently  all  the  purposes  of 
Midshipman  Gardner’s  services.  But  this  order  to  Captain  White,  you 
inform  me,  has  been  violated  by  him  in  not  enforcing  the  obedience  of 
his  men  under  the  command  of  Midshipman  Gardner,  as  verbally 
reported  by  the  latter  to  you.  My  desire  and  purposes  are  to  cooper¬ 
ate  with  you  in  the  way  to  insure  the  most  efficient  military  and  naval 
service.  ‘To  that  end  I  have  issued  the  accompanying  order,  which  I 

trust  will  be  satisfactory.  .  . , 

If  you  claim  the  command  of  this  battery  as  a  naval  battery,  I  yield 
it  at  once.  If  it  is  a  military  battery,  it  must  be  under  military  com¬ 
mand.  But,  in  either  case,  when  naval  and  military  officers  cooperate 
in  service,  the  command  must  depend  upon  the  laws  and  regulations  of 
rank.  In  this  case  I  presume  that  Captain  White  will  command  and 
rank  Midshipman  Gardner;  yet,  you  will  observe  that  under  my  orders 
to  Captain  White,  Midshipman  Gardner  will  have  ample  authority  to 
command  the  men  for  drill  and  instruction  in  working  and  fighting  the 
guns  and  to  control  the  magazine  for  artillery  purposes. 

The  men  need  instruction,  and  I  trust  Midshipman  Gardner  will  not 
be  taken  away  from  the  battery.  If  you  choose  to  regard  this  battery 
under  my  military  command,  the  accompanying  order,  if  duly  enforced 
by  Colonel  Shaw  in  my  absence,  will  effect  our  mutual  desires  and 

efforts  to  make  the  battery  efficient. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  A.  Wise, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Captain  W.  F.  Lynch, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Revort  of  Flaq-Officer  Lynch ,  G.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  naval  defenses  of 
North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  regarding  the  importance  to  the  service 
of  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal. 

C.  S.  S.  Sea  Bird, 

Off  Roanoke  Island,  January  10,  1862. 

Sir-  I  understand  that  it  is  contemplated  to  improve  the  navigation 
of  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal  To  carry  out  improvements 
which  will  very  much  enhance  the  usefulness  of  the  canal,  I  fuithei 
learn  that  the  cooperation  of  the  Government  is  indispensable. 

Being  enabled  to  speak  from  experience,  I  feel  justified  in  saymg  that 
without  the  use  of  the  canal  heretofore,  supplies  from,  and  imperatively 
requisite  repairs  at,  Gosport  [Norfolk]  navy  yard  could  not  have  been 
received  or  effected.  The  vessels  composing  the  squadron  under  my 
command  could  not,  without  regular  supplies  and  effectual  repairs,  have 
been  kept  together,  and  by  consequence,  acting  dispersively,  would  have 
been  prevented  from  periodically  maneuvering  in  sight  of  the  enemy, 
and  thus,  up  to  this  time,  deterred  him  from  venturing  within  Pamlico 
Sound,  the  great  reservoir  of  the  waters  of  North  Carolina  this  side  of 

CAlthougii  very  great  facilities  have  been  afforded  by  tbe  canal, 
through  which  every  vessel  of  the  squadron  save  one  has  repeatedly 
nassed  the  occasional  lowness  of  the  water,  consequent  upon  prevalent 
northerly  winds  has  repeatedly  caused  delays  highly  detrimental  to 
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the  service.  I  therefore  most  earnestly  recommend  the  canal  to  your 
fostering  care,  the  more  so  that  a  large  portion  of  its  stock  will  be  con¬ 
fiscated  by  the  Government,  and  submit  to  your  better  judgment  a  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  proposed  improvements. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant,  -  .. 

W.  F.  Lynch, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  S.  E.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Chief  of  Office  of  Orders  and  Detail  to  Commander 

Tucker,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Patrick  Henry,  referring  to  a 

floating  depot  for  coal  off  Mulberry  Island. 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail, 

C.  S.  Navy  Department,  Richmond,  Va.,  January  14,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  29th  of  December  last  has  been 
received. 

The  Department  is  endeavoring  to  carry  out  your  recommendation, 
but  there  is  a  difficulty  in  procuring  a  suitable  vessel  for  the  purpose. 
As  soon  as  arrangements  can  be  made,  a  floating  depot  for  coal  will  be 
placed  oft'  Mulberry  Island.  Your  letter  of.  a  subsequent  date  has  also 
been  received.  No  midshipmen  will  be  detached  from  the  Patrick  Henry 
at  present. 

By  command  of  Secretary  of  Navy: 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frankn.  Buchanan, 

Captain ,  in  Charge. 

Commander  Jno.  E.  Tucker,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  C.  S.  S.  Patrick  Henry,  City  Point,  Va. 


Letter  from  Captain  Harwood,  C.  S.  Army,  of  Mulberry  Point  Battery, 
to  Commander  Tucker,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  8.  Patrick  Henry , 
announcing  the  return  of  the  Burnside  fleet  in  Hampton  Roads. 

Mulberry  Point  Battery,  January  16, 1862. 
Sir  :  Lieutenant-Colonel  Noland  has  received  information  from  Gen¬ 
eral  Magruder  that  the  Burnside  fleet  had  returned  to  Old  Point,  and 
is  ordered  to  hold  his  force  in  readiness  to  defend  his  position,  which 
he  wishes  me  to  make  known  to  you. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Harwood, 

Captain  and  Fxecutive  Officer  \of  I  Battery. 

Captain  J.  E.  Tucker, 

C.  8.  8.  Patrick  Henry. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Barney ,  C.  8.  Navy,  commanding  C.  8.  S.  James- 
town,  requesting  a  supply  of  light  ordnance  for  that  vessel. 

C.  S.  S.  Jamestown, 
Mulberry  Island.,  January  21,  1862. 
Sir:  I  enclose  receipts  for  ordnance  stores  which  were  overlooked  in 
Eichmond.  Also  a  requisition  for  some  articles  required. 
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I  have  seen  General  Magrnder  about  the  Teaser's  guns.  He  tells  me 
that  he  has  been  authorized  by  the  Navy  Department  to  retain  them. 
1  beg  leave,  respectfully,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the 
necessity  of  supplying  this  ship  with  some  pieces  of  light  ordnance  as  a 
means  of  defense  against  a  boat  attack  or  attempt  to  board.  Howitz¬ 
ers  would  be  most  serviceable,  and  mounted  without  expense.  As  we 
keep  the  flintlock  muskets  loaded,  and  the  priming  requires  to  be  fre¬ 
quently  renewed,  cartridges  are  destroyed  for  priming.  It  would  be 
economy  to  supply  a  small  quantity  of  priming  powder. 

The  two  magazine  dresses  have  been  received.  1  have  repeated  the 
belt,  spyglass,  and  thermometers  in  this  requisition. 

I  have"  been  prevented  by  the  illness  of  an  officer  from  trying  the 
range  of  the  guns.  I  would  be  glad  to  have  any  information  on  the 
subject  of  rifled  guns  that  you  may  have  in  your  possession. 

The  trunnion  "sights  are  of  very  little  service  without  spirit  levels. 
Could  not  these  be  attached  in  Richmond? 

Yery  respectfully, 

J.  N.  Barney, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Commander  George  Minor, 

Chief  of  Office  Ordnance  and  Hydrography ,  Navy  Department. 


Letter  from  the  commandant  navy  yard ,  Norfolk ,  to  Major-General  Huger, 

C.  8.  Army,  commanding  at  Norfolk,  requesting  a  supply  of  oil  for  the 

C.  8.  8.  Virginia  ( Merrimack ). 

Commandant’s  Office,  Dockyard, 

Gosport  [Norfolk],  January  25,  1862. 

General:  I  have  just  learned  that  one  of  the  enemy’s  vessels  has 
been  driven  on  shore  with  several  hundred  gallons  of  oil  on  board,  and 
hasten  to  lay  before  you  the  request  that  this,  or  as  much  thereof  as  can 
possibly  be  spared,  may  be  transferred  to  the  navy  yard. 

I  make  this  request  because  we  are  without  oil  for  the  Merrimack,  and 
the  importance  of  supplying  this  deficiency  is  too  obvious  for  me  to 
urge  anything  more  in  its  support. 

Yery  respectfully, 

F.  Forrest, 

Flag-Officer  and  Commandant. 

Major-General  Huger, 

Commanding  Department  of  [Norfolk]. 


Letter  from  the  Chief  of  Office  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography  to  Com¬ 
mander  Tucker,  C.  8.  Navy,  commanding  C.  8.  8.  Patrick  Henry ,  regard¬ 
ing  guns  for  that  vessel. 

Office  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography, 

Richmond,  Va.,  January  28,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  24tli  instant  has  been  received. 

This  office  has  heard  nothing  from  Norfolk  navy  yard  respecting  the 
two  rifled  32-pounders  of  57  hundredweight  ordered  for  the  steamer 
Patrick  Henry.  It  is  presumed  that  the  carriages  for  them  are  not  yet 

ready. 
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It  lias  been  decided  not  to  mount  on  the  Patrick  Henry  a  9,000-pound 
rifled  gun.  All  the  guns  of  that  class  have  been  disposed  of  by  special 
orders  from  the  Department. 

Your  requisition  for  powder  can  not  be  complied  with  at  present. 
We  have  none  on  hand. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Minor, 

Commander ,  in  Charge. 

Commander  John  R.  Tucker, 

Commanding  C.  8.  8.  Patrick  Henry ,  City  Point ,  James  River. 


Letter  from  the  commandant  navy  yard ,  Norfolk ,  to  Flag-Officer  Lynch, 
C.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  naval  defenses  of  North  Carolina  and  Vir¬ 
ginia,  regarding  the  transfer  of  men  from  the  C.  8.  8.  Virginia  ( Mer¬ 
rimack ). 

Commandant’s  Office,  Dockyard, 

Gosport  [Norfolk],  January  29,  1862. 
Sir:  Your  letter  has  been  received  by  the  commodore,  and,  as  we 
have  no  men  in  ordinary,  I  send  you,  by  his  order,  20  men  from  the 
crew  of  the  Merrimack. 

Their  accounts  do  not  accompany  them,  and  I  beg  you  to  remember 
that  they  are  loaned  for  the  emergency. 

I  wish  you  all  possible  success. 

Yery  respectfully,  S.  S.  Lee, 

Executive  Officer,  for  Commandant. 

Commodore  Lynch. 


Order  of  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  to  Acting  Master  Evans, 
C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  8.  ship  United  States ,  regarding  transfer 
of  men  from  the  C.  8.  8.  Virginia  ( Merrimack .) 

January  29, 1862. 


[Sir:]  By  direction  of  Flag-Officer  Forrest,  you  will  be  pleased  to 
get  in  readiness  the  20  men  of  the  Merrimack'' s  crew,  who  volunteered 
their  services  for  Commodore  Lynch’s  squadron.  Send  them  with  their 
bags  and  hammocks.  Their  accounts,  if  found  necessary,  will  be  sent 
afterwards.  You  will  keep  one  list  of  the  men  on  board  and  the  other 
list  for  the  officer  in  charge  of  them. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  Lee, 


Captain  Evans, 

Commanding  Receiving  Ship  United  States. 


For  Flag-Officer. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Hodges,  C.  8.  Army ,  to  Colonel  Noland,  C.  8.  Army, 
transmitting  copy  of  telegrams  regarding  the  Federal  vessels  in  Hamp¬ 
ton  Roads. 

Land’s  End  [Va.],  January  31,  [1862]— 9 : 30 p.  m. 
Sir:  I  send  you  a  copy  of  the  telegrams  which  I  have  just  received. 
You  will  be  pleased  to  have  Captain  Tucker  notified  and  get  him  to 
inform  Hardy’s  [Harden’s]  Bluff.  Be  pleased  to  notify  Captain  Poor 
also. 

J.  Gregory  Hodges, 
Colonel  Fourteenth  Virginia  Volunteers. 

Colonel  Noland. 
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[Enclosures.] 

Williamsburg,  January  31, 1862. 

The  following  vessels  are  off  Old  Point:  Two  steam  frigates  ( Min¬ 
nesota  and  Roanoke),  6  gunboats,  2  sloops  of  war  (22  guns  each),  7  steam 
transports,  2  small  gunboats,  2  transport  ships,  42  sail  (small  sail, 
mostly  coasters).  This  is  believed  to  be  Porter’s  squadron  ot  bomb 
vessels.  Have  everything  on  the  alert.  Put  on  the  alert  the  officers 
in  charge  [at]  Land’s  End,  Mulberry  Point,  our  ships  of  war  in  James 
River,  and  Hardy’s  [Harden’s]  Bluff. 

J.  B.  Magruder, 

Major-  General. 

Brigadier-General  McLaws. 


The  above  dispatches  just  received.  Send  word  to  Mulberry  Point 
battery,  with  orders  to  inform  the  Patrick  Henry  and  Jamestown  and 
the  commanding  officer  at  Hardy’s  [Harden’s]  Bluff. 

L.  McLaws, 
Brigadier- General. 

Colonel  Hodges. 


Inform  the  Mulberry  Point  battery,  the  Patrick  Henry  and  James- 
town.  and  Hardy’s  [Harden’s]  Bluff  battery  that  if  the  vessels  are  seen 
coming  up  James  River  a  gun  will  be  fired  from  Land’s  End  and 

repeated  five  minutes  afterwards.  McLaws 

Brigadier-  General. 

Colonel  Hodges. 


Letter  from  the  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography,  to  Com¬ 
mander  Tucker,  C.  8.  JSTavy,  commanding  C.  S.  8.  Patrick  Henry,  regard¬ 
ing  the  guns  for  that  vessel. 

Office  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography, 

Richmond,  Va.,  February  1, 1862. 

Sir:  The  two  32-pounders  of  57  hundredweight  (rifled  and  banded) 
for  the  Patrick  Henry  were  forwarded  from  the  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  to 

Citv  Point  on  the  28th  ultimo.  ,  ,  ,, 

The  shells  are  not  yet  ready,  but  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  the 

orders  for  the  Merrimack  are  filled. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Commander ,  in  Charge. 

Commander  John  R.  Tucker,  ^  t  t>- 

Commanding  C.  8.  S.  Patrick  Henry ,  City  Point,  James  Rivet  . 


Letter  from  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  to  Major-General  Hager, 
C.  8.  Army,  commanding  at  Norfolk,  regarding  the  forwarding  of  men 
and  supplies  for  his  command. 


February  3,  1862. 


General:  After  examining  the  letters  enclosed  to  me  by  you  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  Commodore  Lynch,  and  General  Anderson,  I 
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have  to  inform  you  that  all  the  men  that  can  be  possibly  spared  from 
this  station  have  been  sen  t  to  Commodore  Lynch  (23  in  number).  These 
were  furnished  transportation  when  General  Wise  went  down.  All 
other  stores,  munitions,  etc.,  have  gone  forward,  as  required,  with  the 
exception  of  her  light  guns,  for  which  the  carriages  are  now  being 
made. 

The  articles  required  by  General  Anderson  go  forward  to-morrow. 

Y  ery  respectfully, 

F.  Forrest, 

Flag-Officer  and  Commandant. 

Major-General  Huger, 

Commanding  Department  of  Norfolk. 


Letter  from  Major ■  General  Huger ,  C.  S.  Army ,  commanding  at  Norfolk , 
to  Brigadier- General  Wise ,  C.  8 ,  Army ,  commanding  at  Roanoke  Island , 
transm  itting  copies  of  letters  regarding  the  deficiencies  in  the  defenses  of 
the  latter  place. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Norfolk, 

Norfolk ,  Va.,  February  3,  1862. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  copies  of  a  letter,  dated  January  22,  from 
Commodore  Lynch  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  a  copy  of  a  letter 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  addressed  tome,  dated  January  31.  I  am  sure 
you  will  with  pleasure  aid  the  naval  officers  as  far  as  maybe  in  your  power. 
Without  adopting  the  plans  of  Commodore  Lynch  for  the  defenses  of 
Boanoke  Island,  I  count  upon  your  promptness  and  energy  in  rendering 
the  defenses  as  formidable  as  possible. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Benj.  Huger, 

Major-  General. 

Brigadier- General  Henry  A.  Wise, 

Commanding  Fourth  Brigade ,  Roanoke  Island. 


[Enclosure.] 


Confederate  States  of  America, 

War  Department ,  Richmond ,  Va.,  January  31,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  Captain  Lynch  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  This  letter 
has  excited  the  deepest  solicitude  of  the  President  and  myself,  and  you 
are  requested  to  take  the  most  prompt  and  energetic  measures  in  your 
power  to  remedy  the  deficiencies  in  the  defenses  at  Boanoke  Island 
suggested  by  Captain  Lynch,  as  well  as  to  furnish  him  men  to  man  his 
gunboats,  even  if  necessary  to  detach  temporarily  some  of  the  soldiers 
under  your  command. 

Your  obedient  servant, 


Major-General  B.  Huger, 

Norfolk,  Va. 


J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  War. 


[  Subenclosure.  ] 


C.  S.  S.  Sea  Bird, 

Off  Roanoke  Island,  January  22, 1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  20th  instant,  with  this 
steamer  and  the  Raleigh,  I  started  on  a  cruise  in  Pamlico  Sound  and 
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for  a  reconuoissance  of  Hatteras.  Yesterday  afternoon  we  looked  into 
the  inlet  and  tliere  saw  a  large  fleet  of'  steamers  and  transports.  We 
counted  21  of  the  former,  all  inside  the  spit;  a  fog  bank  concealed  those 
outside.  Two  large  steamers  were  outside  the  bulkhead,  and  one  was 
being  lightened  over  by  two  schooners.  They  are  evidently  prepared 
for  a  general  movement. 

The  commanding  officer  at  Middletown,  in  Hyde  County,  learned 
through  a  deserter  that  the  enemy’s  force  consists  of  24  gunboats,  7 
large  steamers,  and  16  transports.  To  meet  these  I  have  2  old  side- 
wheel  steamers  and  6  propellers,  the  former  possessing  some  speed,  the 
latter  slow  in  their  movements,  and  one  of  them  frequently  displacing 
its  shaft;  but  my  greatest  difficulty  is  in  the  want  of  men.  So  great 
has  been  the  exposure  of  our  crews  that  a  number  have  been  necessarily 
invalided;  consequently,  the  complements  are  very  much  reduced, 
some  of  them  one-half.  I  have  sent  to  Washington,  Plymouth,  Eden- 
ton,  and  Elizabeth  City  for  recruits  without  success,  and  an  earnest 
appeal  to  Commodore  Forrest  brought  me  only  four  from  Norfolk.  To 
meet  the  enemy  I  have  not  more  than  a  sufficient  number  of  men  to 
fight  half  the  guns. 

In  a  former  communication  I  have  informed  you  of  my  appeal  to 
Colonel  Shaw,  commanding  the  military  forces  here,  for  some  of  the 
Noi’tli  Carolina  volunteers  who  had  been  sailors  and  wished  to  enlist 
in  the  naval  service,  and  of  my  limited  success.  Enclosed  I  send  a  letter 
addressed  this  day  to  him,  asking  for  50  men,  and  detailing  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Parker  to  personally  urge  compliance.  I  request  the  let¬ 
ters  to  be  placed  on  file,  to  be  referred  to  in  the  event  of  calamity. 

My  opinion  is  that  North  Carolina  volunteers  will  not  stand  to  their 
guns.  Men  so  devoid  of  energy  are  incapable  of  determined  and  long- 
continued  resistance. 

General  Wise  has  sent  troops  to  Nag’s  Head,  upon  the  seabeach, 
where  they  can  be  driven  from  their  position  by  a  single  gunboat,  and 
is  selecting  points  of  defense  in  Currituck  which  can  scarcely  be  reached 
in  rowboats,  owing  to  the  shallowness  of  the  water.  Here  is  the  great 
thoroughfare  from  Albemarle  Sound  and  its  tributaries,  and  if  the 
enemy  obtain  lodgments,  or  succeed  in  passing  here,  he  will  cut  off  a 
very  rich  country  from  Norfolk  market.  His  next  aim,  I  presume,  will 
be  to  obtain  possession  of  the  Seaboard  and  Poanoke  Railroad. 

Since  the  preceding  page  was  written  I  have  received  a  note  from 
Colonel  Shaw,  wherein  he  promises  to  let  me  have  some  men  tempo¬ 
rarily,  but  declines  increasing  the  garrison  at  the  floating  batteries. 
Those  two  batteries  mounted  together  7  guns,  manned  by  70  men;  on 
my  last  inspection  only  three  and  a  half  guns’  crews  could  be  mustered. 
Thirty-two  pounders  of  5  hundredweight  require  13  men  each  to  work 
them,  and  when  the  sick  and  casualties  are  taken  into  consideration, 
it  will  be  seen  how  very  inefficiently  those  batteries  are  manned. 

I  mention  these  things  to  protect,  in  a  very  probable  event,  the  repu¬ 
tation  of  the  Navy.  The  Army  now  has  the  batteries  in  charge,  as 
General  Wise  refused  to  allow  the  volunteers  to  remain  unless  the  con¬ 
trol  was  assigned  to  him.  Not  having  any  men  to  send,  I  was  con¬ 
strained  to  comply,  but  have  placed  an  officer  there  to  train  the  men. 

Should  General  Wise  be  in  Richmond,  you  can  not  exert  your  great 
influence  more  patriotically  than  by  urging  him  to  come  here  at  once, 
or  at  least  to  send  some  energetic  officer  of  rank  to  take  command. 

I  have  this  moment  received  your  communication  of  the  17tli  instant. 
General  Huger  is  misinformed.  When  the  propeller  Powhatan  was 
offered  to  me,  Mr.  Parks  told  me  that  another  party  had  offered  him 
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$10,000  for  lier,  but  that  he  would  not  take  less  than  $12,000.  Under¬ 
standing  him  to  mean  a  private  person,  I  told  him  I  would  telegraph 
to  you,  and  that  the  desire  of  individuals  to  purchase  should  not  con¬ 
flict  with  the  wants  of  the  Government.  He  did  not  undeceive  me.  1 
did  telegraph  to  you;  next  day  received  your  authority,  and  immedi¬ 
ately  sent  my  secretary,  with  a  note  to  Mr.  Parks,  closing  the  pur¬ 
chase.  Mr.  Parks  was  not  in  his  office,  but  my  note  was  delivered  to 
his  brother,  who  transacts  business  for  him.  In  the  meantime  the 
Powhatan  had  left  for  this  island,  and  I  overtook  her  in  the  Currituck 
Canal  with  Mr.  Parks  on  board.  I  then  told  him  of  my  note,  and  claimed 
the  Powhatan.  He  informed  me  that  Major  Johnston,  quaitermaster 
at  Norfolk,  was  the  one  who  had  offered  him  $10,000,  but  that  the  offer 
was  a  conditional  one,  based  upon  the  approval  at  liichmond  of  his 
application  for  authority  to  make  the  purchase.  As  Mr.  Parks  had 
told  me  that  $12,000  was  his  very  lowest  price,  and  as  the  quartermas¬ 
ter’s  offer,  if  sanctioned,  would  not  be  accepted  (supposing  Mr.  Parks 
to  be  truthful),  I  felt  justified  (as  there  was  a  large  force  at  Hatteras) 
in  taking  possession  of  the  Powhatan.  _  .... 

If  the  enemy  is  coming  this  way — and  there  is  every  indication  that 
such  is  his  intention — his  visit  has  only  been  delayed  by  the  inclemency 
of  the  weather;  and  I  submit  to  you  whether  I  would  not  have  been 
derelict  to  my  duty  if,  under  the  circumstances,  I  had  not  availed  myself 
of  an  auxiliary  means  of  defense.  The  crisis  will  soon  be  over,  and 
desirable  as  it  is  to  keep  the  Powhatan  until  some  of  the  new  gun¬ 
boats  are  ready,  I  have  no  wish  to  detain  her  unjustly.  I  do  not  think 
the  claim  of  the  Army  as  good  as  our  own;  yet,  although  we  were 
treated  unkindly  in  the  matter  of  the  Eakakee,  I  feel  no  disposition  to 
retaliate. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  F.  Lynch, 

Flag-  Officer. 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Brigadier -General  Wise ,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Brigadier- General 
Huger ,  G.  S.  Army ,  commanding  at  Norfolk ,  responding  to  statements 
made  by  Flag-Officer  Lynch,  C.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  preparation  for  the 
defense  of  Roanoke  Island. 

Great  Bridge,  Norfolk  County,  Ya., 

February  17,  1862. 

Sir  :  It  has  been  utterly  out  of  my  power  heretofore  to  reply  to  yours 
of  the  3d  instant,  enclosing  to  me  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  War,  dated  January  31,  ultimo,  addressing  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Captain  William  F.  Lynch,  which  excited,  the  Secretary  says,  the 
deepest  solicitude  of  the  President  himself.  J ustice  to  myself  demands 
that  I  should  put  upon  the  record  a  reply  to  this  unwarrantable  letter 
of  Captain  Lynch. 

His  report  of  the  enemy’s  force  was  wholly  inaccurate,  and  he  was  not 
timely  apprised  of  the  enemy’s  approach  when  they  came.  They  were 
nearly  up  the  marshes,  at  the  south  end  of  the  island,  before  his  fleet 
were  aware  of  it,  as  1  have  every  reason  to  believe.  Captain  Lynch 
took  his  position  opposite  or  between  the  batteries  instead  of  keeping 
a  lookout  at  the  marshes,  or  even  far  below  them. 
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His  information  from  the  tirst  I  found  very  inacccurate  in  respect  to 
the  waters  of  the  Croatan  Sound.  His  difficulty  in  the  want  of  men 
took  away  foi'ces  from  the  island  twice  the  number  of  which  were  wanted 
there,  and  he  hindered  operations  of  the  army  materially.  He  was  fur¬ 
nished  by  Colonel  Shaw  with  more  men  than  ought  to  have  been  spared 
from  the  infantry,  with  which  or  at  the  batteries  they  would  have  been 
far  more  useful  than  with  Captain  Lynch’s  useless  and  worthless  gun¬ 
boat  fleet.  The  North  Carolina  volunteers  at  the  batteries  did  stand  at 
their  guns,  and  were  able  to  do  so  much  more  firmly  than  did  or  could 
Captain  Lynch’s  fleet  before  the  force  of  the  enemy. 

His  letter  was  dated  January  22 — two  days  after  I  had  sent  my  first 
regiment  of  infantry  to  N  ag’s  Head.  My  troops  were  not  upon  the  sea, 
but  upon  the  sound  beach,  where  the  men  could  not  be  shelled  from 
their  position  by  a  force  much  superior  to  a  single  gunboat,  or  to  even 
Captain  Lynch’s  fleet,  from  the  sea.  My  men  were  sent  there  for  three 
principal  reasons: 

First.  There  were  no  quarters  for  my  men  on  the  island  and  there  were 
ample  quarters  for  them  at  Nag’s  Head,  and  it  was  a  comparatively 
safe  pla.ce  for  ordnance  and  other  stores,  whence,  indeed,  nearly  all  were 
saved  in  the  disaster  which  came,  while  none  were  saved  on  the  island. 

Second.  It  was  a  necessary  position  for  part  of  the  forces,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  enemy  from  landing  on  the  Roanoke  Sound  beach  and 
crossing  that  sound,  which  they  easily  could,  to  the  island,  unless  the 
sound  beach  was  guarded. 

Third.  It  was  the  only  position  which  conkl  cover  a  retreat  from  the 
island  and  from  which  to  construct  a  floating  bridge  or  ferry  of  lighters, 
while  it  was  convenient  to  reenforce  the  island. 

It  was  unauthorized  intermeddling  in  Captain  Lynch  to  criticise  mili¬ 
tary  positions  without  better  information  than  he  had,  and  it  would  have 
been  well  for  the  service  to  have  employed  his  boats  as  tugs  for  trans¬ 
ports  instead  of  vainly  trying  to  turn  tugs  into  gunboats  to  encounter 
a  Burnside  fleet  of  sixty  vessels,  any  one  large  steamer  of  which  could 
easily  have  taken  his  seven  boats. 

He  asserts  further  that  I  was  selecting  points  of  defense  in  Currituck 
which  could  scarce  be  reached  in  rowboats,  owing  to  the  shallowness 
of  the  water.  This  statement  is  wholly  untrue  and  without  a  shadow 
of  foundation.  I  selected  no  place  whatever  for  defense  in  Currituck 
except  the  landings  of  Pugh  and  Ashby,  on  the  island,  and  at  the  latter 
the  enemy  did  land  undercover  of  the  shot  and  shell  of  a  heavy  steamer 
which  ran  in  with  her  train  of  transports  quite  up  to  the  landing.  Cap¬ 
tain  Lynch’s  fleet  afforded  not  the  least  protection  to  any  landing.  He 
was  far  above  them  all.  He  could  not  have  known  where  my  points  of 
defense  were  except  from  some  idle  rumor.  My  defenses  were  wholly 
on  the  island,  and,  weak  as  they  were  for  want  of  men,  were  incompar¬ 
ably  beyond  any  Captain  Lynch’s  fleet  could  possibly  render.  While 
Captain  Lyncli  was  so  jealous  of  the  reputation  of  the  Navy,  he  should 
have  been  a  little  careful  not  to  assail  that  of  the  Army.  The  truth  is 
that  the  greatest  assault  upon  the  reputation  of  the  Navy  was  the  want 
of  judgment  and  skill  in  getting  up  a  tugboat  fleet  of  seven  to  meet  a 
Burnside  expedition  of  sixty  vessels. 

Captain  Lynch  does  not  precisely  or  accurately  state  the  facts  cor¬ 
rectly  when  he  says  “  General  Wise  refused  to  allow  the  volunteers  to 
remain  unless  the  control  was  assigned  to  him.”  This  statement  applies 
to  all  the  batteries.  It  is  not  exactly  correct  as  to  one  of  them  only. 
The  Redstone  battery,  on  the  Tyrrel  side,  was  constructed  of  two  ves¬ 
sels  or  barges,  embanked  in  the  mud  of  the  marshes.  There  Captain 
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White,  of  tlie  North  Carolina  volunteers,  was  posted  with  his  company. 
A  midshipman,  Mr.  Gardner,  had  been  sent  to  drill  the  men  at  the  guns 
of  the  battery.  Captain  Lynch  chose  to  call  this  a  floating  battery, 
and  claimed  to  command  it  as  part  of  the  naval  armament,  and  that 
Midshipman  Gardner  should  command  the  company  ot  Captain  YV  lute. 

Colonel  Shaw  issued  what  I  deemed  a  very  proper  order  in  the  case. 
This  he  and  Captain  Lynch  submitted  to  me,  the  latter  claiming  for  the 
midshipman  the  entire  command  of  the  battery  and  the  men.  I  declined 
to  subject  a  captain  of  the  Army  to  the  orders  ot  a  midshipman  ot  the 
Navy/ but  ordered  Captain  White,  the  officer  in  command,  to  submit 
his  men  to  the  drill  of  Midshipman  Gardner  and  to  put  him  m  charge 
of  the  keys  of  the  magazine.  With  this  Captain  Lynch  professed  to 
be  satisfied.  When  he  threatened  to  take  his  drill  officer  away  unless 
he  could  command  a  captain  of  infantry  and  his  company,  I  ottered  to 
give  the  battery  up  to  him  wholly,  but  said  I  must  remove  the  com¬ 
pany  of  infantry  from  the  battery  rather  than  have  a  midshipman  of 
the  Navy  put  in  command  of  a  captain  of  the  Army,  on  the  land,  at 
least.  My  record  of  orders  and  correspondence  will  sustain  this  cor¬ 
rection  of  Captain  Lynch’s  statement.  There  was  no  controversy 
about  any  other  battery.  Captain  Lynch,  it  seems,  called  tor  me  to  be 
sent  at  once  from  Richmond  to  Roanoke  Island.  This,  I  suppose, 
accounts  for  the  sudden  order  which  I  received  from  the  War  Depart¬ 
ment  to  repair  to  the  island.  I  was  on  duty  in  Richmond,  urging  my 
legion  to  be  sent;  urging  for  supplies  of  ammunition  and  reenforce¬ 
ments.  It  was  extraordinary  meddling  with  my  movements  in  this 
instance,  also,  for  Captain  Lynch,  of  the  Navy,  to  be  asking  for  my 
orders  from  the  War  Department. 

The  truth  is,  I  had  just  left  Captain  Lynch  in  Croatan  Sound  to  go 
to  Norfolk  and  to  Richmond  and  apprise  our  superiors  of  the  lamenta¬ 
ble  deficiency  of  defenses  at  the  island.  I  was  not  more  zealous  in  the 
mission  than  Captain  Lynch  was  in  urging  me  to  go  on  to  hasten  sup¬ 
plies  and  reenforcements.  He  was  urgent  that  I  should  do  so.  I  had 
gone  down  in  the  large  and  comfortable  tug  Powhatan ,  to  the  surprise 
of  her  owner  (Mr.  Parks),  who  had  already  bargained  to  sell  her,  con¬ 
ditionally,  to  the  Quartermaster  of  the  Army.  Captain  Lynch,  imme¬ 
diately  on  her  arrival,  sent  an  officer  or  agent  on  board  of  her  to  take 
an  inventory  of  everything  belonging  to  her,  and  he  claimed  to  have 
purchased  her  for  $12,000,  when  the  Army  had  purchased  her  for 
$10,000.  By  his  own  statement  he  had  not  bargained,  but  said  he  had 
been  so  badly  treated  by  Quartermaster  Johnston  in  respect  to  another 
steamer  (the  Ka.kakee)  that  he  was  determined  to  have  the  Powhatan , 
whether  the  bargain  by  him  for  her  was  legally  binding  or  not.  The 
Powhatan  was  given  up  to  him,  and  I  returned  in  the  little  Roanoke  to 
Elizabeth  City,  and  thence  by  land  to  Norfolk. 

The  truth  undoubtedly  is  that  if  Captain  Lynch  had  never  attempted 
to  make  the  futile  fleet  he  did  make  out  of  the  canal  company’s  tugs 
we  could  have  had  them  for  the  purpose  of  transportation.  The  piles 
could  have  been  brought,  perhaps,  in  sufficient  number  to  obstruct  the 
channels;  the  wharves  could  have  had  timber  brought  for  their  con¬ 
struction  and  repairs,  and  the  transportation  of  the  troops  and  tools 
would  have  been  in  time.  All  this  was  a  want  of  judgment  only  on 
the  part  of  Captain  Lynch.  A  braver,  more  earnest,  and  active  officer 
is  not  to  be  found  in  either  Army  or  Navy,  but  he  was  too  vainglorious 
of  the  fleet  that  got  the  name  of  the  Mosquito  Fleet,  and  really  the 
enemy  did  not  take  time  to  brush  it  away  while  he  was  bombarding  the 
batteries.  It  fought  bravely  and  well  for  its  size  and  construction,  but 
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liad  to  run  into  a  trap,  where,  when  pursued,  it  was  nearly  destroyed. 
My  ouly  complaint  of  Captain  Lynch  is  that,  he  was  superserviceable 
and  overzealous;  grasped  at  too  much  command  and  meddled  too  much 
with  mine.  But  this  complaint  would  never  have  been  made  by  me 
against  so  gallant  and  patriotic  an  officer  except  in  response  to  what  I 
deem  his  injustice  to  me.  I  beg  that  you,  sir,  will  forward  this  letter, 
or  a  copy,  to  the  Secretary  of  War  and  President  of  the  Confederate 
States.  As  Captain  Lynch  gave  me  no  notice  of  his  letter,  but  sent  it 
to  his  Department,  I  follow  his  example  by  sending  this  to  my  Depart¬ 
ment  without  notice  to  him. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  A.  Wise, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Major-General  B.  Huger, 

Commanding ,  etc. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Loyally  C.  8.  Navy ,  to  Colonel  Shaw ,  C.  S.  Army, 
regarding  the  movements  of  the  enemy  in  vicinity  of  Roanoke  Lsland. 

Pork  Point  [Roanoke  Island],  February  6,  [  1862]— 1  p.  m. 
Colonel:  The  fog  has  cleared  away  from  below,  and  I  can  distinctly 
see  that  the  enemy  is  about  8  miles  from  us,  in  full  force.  I  can  make 
out  more  than  fifty  vessels,  either  at  anchor  or  underway,  in  tow  of 
steamers.  I  believe  that  they  are  at  anchor.  I  am  of  opinion  that 
they  have  stopped  to  consider,  but  it  requires  a  bright  lookout  to  keep 
the  run  of  them. 

Very  respectfully, 

B.  P.  Loyall, 
Lieutenant ,  C.  8.  Navy. 

[Colonel  Shaw,  C.  S.  Army.] 


Order  of  Captain  Bucluman ,  C.  8.  Navy,  Chief  of  Office  of  Orders  and 
Detail,  to  Commander  Tucker,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  8.  8. 
Patrick  Henry ,  regarding  the  preparation  of  that  vessel  and  the  James¬ 
town  for  cooperation  with  the  C.  8.  8.  Virginia  ( Merrimack ). 

C.  S.  Navy  Department, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail,  Richmond,  February  8,  1862. 
Sir  :  Your  requisition  and  drawing  have  been  received  and  forwarded 
to  Flag-Officer  Forrest,  with  a  request  to  have  the  work  done  without 
delay.  No  firebrick  can  be  had.  Engineer  Williamson  says  any  com¬ 
mon  brick  will  answer  the  purpose. 

Please  inform  me  how  much  more  coal  the  Patrick  Henry  and  James¬ 
town  will  require  to  fill  up.  I  wish  you  to  keep  both  vessels  in  readi¬ 
ness  to  cooperate  with  the  Merrimack  when  that  ship  is  ready  for  service, 
which  will  be  in  a  few  weeks.  The  latter  part  of  this  communication 
I  wish  confined  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Barney  and  youuself. 

By  command  of  Secretary  of  Navy: 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Franklin  Buchanan, 

Captain,  in  Charge. 

Commander  Jno.  R.  Tucker, 

Commanding  Patrick  Henry,  City  Point,  Va. 
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Memorandum  of  orders  issued  on  the  9th  of  Fe bruary  (ofwh ich  no  copiss 
were  retained)  to  Flag-Officer  Lynch  at  Elizabeth  City,  sent  by  Com 
mander  Hunter  and  Captain  Thom. 

Commodore  Lynch  to  make  his  way  up  the  Black  water,  if  possible, 
to  the  bridge  and  await  ammunition  and  instructions  at  that d?oint ,  or, 
it  unable  to  do  this,  to  endeavor  to  make  bis  way  through  the  Dismal 
Swamp  Canal,  obstructing  it  behind  him. 

Memorandum  approved.  F-  FOEltEST, 

Flag-Officer  and  Commandant. 


Order  of  the  commandant  navy  yard ,  Norfolk :,  to  Midshipman  Marma-^ 

duke,  C.  8.  Navy,  to  proceed  in  charge  of  ordnance  stores  to  Mizaleth 

City,  A.  C.  February  10,  1862. 

You  will  proceed  in  charge  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  to  the 
Dismal  Swamp  Canal  and  proceed  up  tha,t  work  as  tar  as  practicable, 
with  the  view  of  communicating  with  Elizabeth  City,  at  which  point 
Commodore  Lynch  is  understood  to  be  awaiting  a  supply. 

In  the  execution  of  this  order  the  utmost  promptness  and  energy  are 
expected,  and  I  rely  upon  your  intelligence  and  courage  m  carrying  it 
into  effect. 

Very  respectfully,  F  FoREEgTi 

Flag-Officer  and  Commandant. 


Midshipman  H.  H.  Marmaduke,  C.  S.  Navy. 

In  case  Commodore  Lynch  has  left  for  Blackwater  you  will,  if  possi¬ 
ble.  secure  transportation  for  your  ammunition  to  that  point.  You 
will  first  be  certain  of  dispatch  before  doing  so.  Failing  m  this,  bring 
it  back  without  delay. 


Order  of  the  Chief  of  Office  of  Orders  and  Detail,  to  Commander  Tucker , 
C\  8.  Navy,  commanding  C.  8.  8.  Patrick  Henry,  regarding  the  shipment 
of  men  for  that  vessel. 

C.  S.  Navy  Department, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail,  Richmond ,  February  10,  1862. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  relating  to  deficiencies  in  the  crew 
of  the  Patrick  Henry ,  has  been  received. 

I  have  a  rendezvous  open  in  Richmond  and  Norfolk  to  ship  men  for 
the  Navy.  As  yet  but  few  have  offered.  As  soon  as  men  are  procured 
from  the  Army  or  rendezvous,  your  complement  shall  be  furnished  to 
you.  You  are  authorized  to  ship  men  should  any  offer  themselves. 
The  Merrimack  has  not  yet  received  her  crew,  notwithstanding  all  my 
efforts  to  procure  them  from  the  Army. 

By  command  of  Secretary  of  Navy : 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Franklin  Buchanan, 

Captain,  in  Charge. 

Commander  Jno.  R.  Tucker, 

Commanding  C.  S.  8.  Patrick  Henry,  City  Point,  T  a. 
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Memorandum  of  orders. 


Navy  Dock  Yard  [Gosport,  Va.],  February  10, 1862. 

■  ^-^Pkain  Wallace  will,  upon  receipt  of  this  order,  set  liis  men  at  work 
immediately  and  mount  the  guns  and  see  that  all  the  necessary  ammu- 
mtion  is  in  readiness.at  Fort  St.  Helena  [Va.]. 

He  will  use  all  diligence  and  let  his  men  be  exercised  at  the  great 
guns  after  they  are  mounted. 

Respectfully, 


F.  Forrest, 
Commandant. 


Order  of  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  to  Lieutenant  Parker,  C. 
8.  A  ary,  commanding  C.  S.  8.  Beaufort ,  to  proceed  to  the  defense  of  the 
canal. 

February  12, 1862. 

You  will  proceed  immediately  with  the  men  you  have  here  to  rejoin 
your  vessel,  the  Beaufort ,  for  the  purpose  of  cooperating  with  the  Army 
in  defending  the  canal. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  Forrest, 

Flag -Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  William  H.  Parker. 


Letter  from  Pilot  Moore,  C.  S.  S.  Patrick  Henry ,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy  of  the  Confederate  States,  regarding  proposed  expedition  of  the 

Federal  forces  against  Jamestown  island. 

C.  S.  S.  Patrick  Henry, 

James  River ,  February  12,  1862. 

Sir:  About  one  month  since,  while  returning  to  this  vessel  from 
Norfolk,  I  met  on  the  cars  a  prisoner  whom  I  have  known  during  many 
years  intimately.  A  conversation  ensued,  during  which  he  informed 
me  that,  till  captured,  he  had  been  in  the  service  of  the  Northern  Gov¬ 
ernment;  also,  that  the  expedition  of  General  Burnside  was  intended 
for  Roanoke  Island,  and  that  later  another  expedition,  to  be  assisted 
by  a  part  of  Burnside’s  expedition,  would  take  Jamestown  Island,  in 
order  to  be  within  convenient  distance  of  the  Yrork  River  and  Peters¬ 
burg  Railroad,  which  would  compel  General  Magruder  to  evacuate 
Yorktown. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  his  statement  relative  to  Roanoke  Island 
has  been  verified,  some  credit  may  be  assigned  to  that  referring  to 
James  River. 

I  am  under  oath  not  to  give  his  name  in  writing,  but  would  not  hesi¬ 
tate  to  inform  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  it  in  person. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

his 

Edward  x  Moore, 

mark 

James  River  Pilot ,  attached  to  this  vessel. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Richmond ,  Ya. 
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menu  ready  for  shipment  to  Sewell’s  Point.  ^  lg62> 

General  •  I  have  the  eight  rifled  32-pounders  ready,  with  their  car- 
liases  and  equipments,  for  Sewell’s  Point.  If  you  desire  it,  1 m 11  have 

them  sent  to  the  point  by  the  steamer  f  ^  ^ive/v  P?oSes  wfn 
v^nrlv  for  them  it  should  not  retard  the  deliveiy.  i  rojecriies  1 

e  sent  to  ^ von a?d  I  hope  you  have  powder  sufficient  to  enable  you  to 

drive  the  fleet ’from  the  roads.  At  all  events,  these  guns  wi  grea  y 
assist  the  expedition  which  we  are  about  sending  m  the  roa  s. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ^  Forrest, 

Flag-Officer. 

Major-General  B.  Huger, 

Commanding,  JS:  orfolk. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Barney,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.S.S.  James¬ 
town,  regarding  the  insufficient  armament  of  that  vessel. 

February  13,  1862. 

aT1-> .  #  *  *  i  have  been  informed  that  the  rifled  shell  made  at 

the  Gosport  [Norfolk]  yard  have  been  condemned.  If  this  be  the  case, 
I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the  inefficient 
condition  of  this  ship.  Having  but  two  guns,  with  a  small  supply  of 
those  projectiles,  large  and  vulnerable  as  she  is,  she  would  be  over¬ 
matched  by  the  meanest  tug  in  the  enemy’s  fleet.  1  earnestly  request 
that  a  supply  of  efficient  shells  may  be  furnished  me.  I  have  already 
urged  the  necessity  of  giving  this  ship  some  guns  or  howitzers  for  close 
quarters  to  resist  boat  attacks. 

Very  respectfully,  j.  babney, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Captain  F.  Buchanan,  t _  ,  , 

Chief  of  Office  Orders  and  Detail,  Navy  Dept.,  Richmond. 


Letter  from  the  Chief  of  Office  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography  to  Com¬ 
mander  Tucker,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Patrick  Henry, 
regarding  the  preparation  of  shell  at  the  Norfolk  navy  yard. 

Office  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography, 

Richmond,  Va.,  February  14,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  12tli  instant  has  been  received.. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  also  referred  to  this  office  your  letter 

to  Captain  Buchanan  of  the  same  date. 

Improved  rifled  shell  have  been  ordered  to  be  made  at  the  Norfolk 
yard  for  vessels  on  James  River,  and  you  will  be  notified  when  they 
are  finished  and  sent  to  City  Point. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1  George  Minor, 

Commander ,  in  Charge. 

Commander  Jno.  R.  Tucker,  . 

Commanding  C.  S.  S.  Patrick  Henry,  City  Point,  T  a. 
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Letter  from  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk ,  to  Major-General  Huger , 
G.  8.  Army,  commanding  at  Norfolk,  regarding  proposed  cooperation  in 
the  erection  of  a  battery  at  Great  Bridge. 


Commandant’s  Office,  February  14,  1862. 

General:  I  received  last  niglit  a  dispatch  from  Mr.  Parks,  which 
has  determined  me  to  send  the  steamer  Beaufort,  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  Parker,  to  Great  Bridge  [Va.],  to  cooperate  with  General 
Wise,  and  to  assist  in  mounting  the  three  32-pouuders  which  have  been 
removed  to  that  place.  I  send  the  articles  also  necessary  to  put  the 
guns  in  position,  but  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand  how  they  are  pro¬ 
vided  with  powder  and  ammunition.  I  heard  that  Mr.  Parks  embraced 
an  early  occasion  to  see  and  communicate  with  you  on  the  subject.  I 
am  busily  preparing  the  Raleigh  for  the  same  service.  She  requires 
some  repair,  having  had  a  hole  through  her  ironwork,  which  causes  her 
to  leak  very  badly.  Can  I  do  anything  more?  Do  let  me  know  if  I 
can  serve  you  in  any  way. 

In  great  haste,  yours, 

F.  Forrest. 


[Major-General  Huger,  C.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Department  of  Norfolk.] 


Order  of  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  to  Lieutenant  Parker,  C.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  C.  8.  S.  Beaufort,  to  proceed  to  Great  Bridge  to 
assist  in  the  erection  of  a  battery. 


Commandant’s  Office,  February  14,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay,  with  the  steamer  Beaufort 
under  your  command,  to  Great  Bridge  [Va.]  and  take  in  tow  any 
dredge  boat  that  may  be  there  to  North  Landing,  where  she  will  be 
sunk  in  the  first  bend  below  the  canal.  You  will  put  your  vessel  in 
such  position  as  best  to  protect  this  obstruction  and  cooperate  with  the 
army  in  the  general  defense  of  the  place. 

You  will  take  with  you  a  tripod  or  gin,  with  all  necessary  articles 
for  mounting  the  three  32-pounders  at  the  point  designated  for  the 
battery. 

Great  confidence  is  felt  in  your  prudence  and  discretion,  and  much 
must  be  expected  of  your  judgment.  You  will  be  pi  ased  to  communi¬ 
cate  with  me  as  often  as  the  opportunity  is  afforded  for  it. 


am,  respectfully. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  H.  Parker. 


F.  Forrest, 

Commandant. 


Letter  from  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk ,  to  Major-General  Huger, 
C.  8.  Army ,  commanding  at  Norfolk,  suggesting  means  for  defeating 
communication  by  signal ,  regarding  the  undocking  of  the  C.  8.  8. 
Virginia  ( Merrimack ) . 

Commandant’s  Office,  Dockyard, 

Gosport  [Norfolk],  February  15,  1862. 
General:  There  can  be  little  question  that  communications  are 
held  by  the  unfaithful  people  of  these  two  towns  with  the  enemy,  and 
N  w  R— vol  6 - 49 
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the  successful  undocking  of  the  Merrimack  will,  without  doubt,  be 
communicated  by  means  of  signal  rockets  or  lights.  Such  being  the 
case,  I  beg  that  you  will  cause  all  the  signal  officers  to  be  supplied 
with  rockets,  so  that  every  battery  may  repeat  these  signals  if  made, 
by  which  means  the  enemy  will  understand  us  as  signalizing  among 
ourselves.  I  submit  the  suggestion  for  your  consideration,  and  hope 
you  will  have  it  put  in  force  should  the  necessity  arise. 

Very  respectfully, 

F.  Forrest, 

Flag- Officer  and  Commandant. 

[Major-General  Huger,  0.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Department  of  Norfolk.] 

I  have  68  picks  and  64  spades,  which,  on  requisition,  can  be  furnished 
the  Engineer  Department. 


Order  of  the  commandant  navy  yard ,  Norfolk ,  to  Lieutenant  Morgan , 
C.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  C.  8.  ship  United  States ,  to  move  that  vessel 
up  to  her  moorings. 

Commandant’s  Office,  Dockyard, 

Gosport  [Norfolk],  February  15 ,  1862. 
Sir  :  You  will  be  pleased  to  move  the  frigate  |  United ]  States  up  to 
her  moorings  as  soon  as  practicable  and  take  your  position. 

I  rely  greatly  upon  your  energy  and  courage,  and  feel  satisfied  your 
conduct  Avill  come  up  to  the  requirements  of  the  occasion,  should  it 
arise  in  that  quarter. 

Mr.  Smith,  the  boatswain  of  the  yard,  will  report  to  you,  to  assist  in 
taking  your  ship  upstream. 

Very  respectfully, 

F.  Forrest, 

Flag-Officer  and  Commandant. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Van  R.  Morgan, 

Receiving  8  hip  [  United]  States. 


Letter  from  the  commandant  navy  yard ,  Norfolk ,  to  Naval  Constructor 
Porter ,  C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  two  additional  boats  for  the  C.  S.  S.  Vir¬ 
ginia  ( Merrimack ). 


Commandant’s  Office,  February  15,  1862. 

Sir  :  Captain  Buchanan  is  anxious  to  carry  two  small,  light  boats, 
huug  at  davits,  with  him.  I  have  no  objection  to  this  if  you  can  have 
iron  davits  placed  so  as  to  hoist  them  just  clear  of  the  water.  I  have 
determined  to  send  two  boats,  with  a  tug,  to  accompany  the  ship,  to 
remain  in  the  distance  and  out  of  the  line  of  fire,  to  be  in  readiness  to 
obey  any  signal  he  may  make  for  them;  still,  if  a  couple  of  small,  light 
boats  can  be  advantageously  hoisted  up  at  the  stern  quarters,  to  sup¬ 
ply  any  contingency  that  might  happen,  such  as  a  dispatch  boat,  or  in 
the  event  of  any  accident  of  a  man’s  falling  overboard,  perhaps  it 
would  be  advisable  to  have  them.  Let  me  know  your  views  on  this 
subject. 

Respectfully, 

F.  Forrest, 
Commandant. 

Mr.  Porter, 

Constructor ,  Dockyard  [ Gosport ,  Fa.]. 
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Letter  from  the  commandant  navy  yard ,  Norfolk ,  to  Major-General  Huger , 
(7.  N.  Army,  commanding  at  Norfolk ,  suggesting  that  communication  by 
flag  of  truce  be  suspended. 

February  16, 1862. 

■  General  :  In  view  of  the  approaching  departure  of  the  Virginia  (late 
Merrimack )  from  the  harbor,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  communication 
with  Fort  Monroe  by  flag  of  truce  may  be  suspended  until  the  great 
experiment  we  have  in  contemplation  has  been  submitted  to  the  test, 
of  which  I  will  give  you  due  notice. 

Very  respectfully,  F.  Forrest, 

Flag-Officer  and  Commandant. 

Major-General  Huger, 

Commanding  Department  of  Norfolk. 


Order  of  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk ,  to  Lieutenant  Jones ,  C.  S. 

Navy,  executive  officer  C.  8.  S.  Virginia  ( Merrimack ),  regarding  the 

commissioning  of  that  vessel. 

Commandant’s  Office,  Dockyard, 

Gosport,  February  17,  1862. 

Sir  :  You  will  be  pleased  to  receive  on  board  the  Virginia,  immediately 
after  dinner  to-day,  all  the  officers  and  men  attached  to  the  vessel,  with 
their  baggage,  hammocks,  etc.,  and  have  the  ship  put  in  order  through¬ 
out.  She  will  remain  where  she  is  to  coal  and  receive  her  powder. 

You  will  report  to  me  when  your  men  and  officers  are  on  board,  and 
use  every  effort  to  get  the  ship  in  order,  as  this  day  she  is  put  in  com¬ 
mission.  ^ 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  H.  Forrest, 

Flag-Officer  and  Commandant. 

Lieutenant  Catesby  ap  E.  Jones, 

Executive  Officer  Virginia. 


Order  of  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  to  Lieutenant  Morgan,  G. 
8.  Navy,  C.  8.  receiving  ship  United  States,  regarding  the  crew  of  the 
C.  8.  8.  Virginia  ( Merrimack ). 


Commandant’s  Office,  Dockyard, 

Gosport,  February  17,  1862. 

Sir  :  You  will  be  pleased  to  hold  the  crew  of  the  T  irginia  in  readi¬ 
ness  to  go  on  board  that  ship  with  their  baggage,  as  an  order  has  been 
issued  to  Lieutenant  Catesby  ap  E.  Jones  for  their  transfer. 

Very  re81,ectfnlly,  R  FoEEEgT, 

Flag-Officer  and  Commandant. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Van  E.  Morgan, 

Receiving  Ship  [  United]  States. 


Order  of  the  Chief  of  Office  of  Orders  and  Detail  to  Commander  Tucker, 
C.  8.' Navy,  commanding  C.  8.  S.  Patrick  Henry,  regarding  deficiency 
in  the  creic  of  that  vessel. 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail, 

C.  8.  Navy  Department,  Richmond,  1  a.,  February  18,  1862. 
Sir  •  Your  communications  of  the  12th  and  14th  instant  were  received 
during  my  absence  to  Norfolk.  I  will  direct  the  brick  and  coal  to  be 
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sent  to  you.  There  are  no  marines  to  send  to  you.  The  guard  of  the 
Merrimack ,  now  Virginia,  takes  all  those  in  Norfolk.  I  have  directed 
Lieutenant  Parker,  commanding  the  rendezvous,  to  supply  the  defi¬ 
ciencies  in  your  crew  as  soon  as  possible. 

By  command  of  Secretary  of  Navy : 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Franklin  Buchanan, 

Captain,  in  Charge. 

Commander  Jno.  R.  Tucker, 

Commanding  Patrick  Henry,  City  Point. 


Order  of  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  to  Lieutenant  Bier,  C.  8. 
Navy,  to  report  for  temporary  duty  on  SewelVs  Point. 


Commandant’s  Office,  Dockyard, 

Gosport  [Norfolk],  February  18,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  report  yourself  to  General  Huger  for  temporary  duty 
at  the  rifled  battery  on  Sewell’s  Point  and  associate  with  you  Midship¬ 


man  Gardner. 

You  will  assist  in  mounting  the  guns  and  preparing  the  battery 
should  it  be  necessary  to  its  more  expeditious  completion. 

Very  respectfully, 

F.  Forrest, 


Flag-Officer  and  Commandant. 


Lieutenant  Bier,  O.  S.  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Chief  of  Office  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography  to  Commander 
Tucker,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  8.  Patrick  Henry,  regarding 
shells  for  that  vessel ,  transmitting  information  from  the  inspector  of 
ordnance  at  Norfolk. 

Office  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography, 

Richmond,  Va.,  February  18,  1862. 

Sir  :  Herewith  you  will  receive  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Commander 
Fairfax  in  relation  to  the  shells  for  rifled  32-pounders  sent  to  City  Point 
for  the  Patrick  Henry. 

It  appears  that  Lieutenant  Rochelle  was  misinformed  when  he  stated 
to  you  that  these  shells  had  been  condemned.  You  will  therefore  receive 
the  shells  on  board  and  use  them  until  others  are  supplied. 

Please  communicate  this  information  to  Lieutenants  Commanding 
Barney  and  Webb. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Minor, 

Commander,  in  Charge. 

Commander  John  R.  Tucker, 

Commanding  C.  S.  8.  Patrick  Henry ,  City  Point,  Va. 

[Enclosure.] 

Ordnance  Department,  C.  S.  Navy  Yard, 

Gosport  [Norfolk],  Va.,  February  15,  1862. 
Sir  :  The  100  shells  sent  to  the  Patrick  Henry  via  City  Point  were 
the  very  best  we  have,  save  those  we  are  preparing  for  the  Merrimack, 
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which,  if  we  have  time,  will  be  supplied  with  those  fitted  with  Ten¬ 
nessee  plates,  or  with  heavy  leaden  packing,  as  near  the  Dalilgren  pat¬ 
tern  as  the  shells  (already  cast)  will  admit  of. 

The  reports  as  to  the  results  of  various  trials  of  the  Reed  shell,  like 
those  sent  to  the  Patrick  Henry ,  are  so  diverse  as  to  leave  us  in  doubt 
as  to  their  accuracy.  These  shells  have  never,  to  my  knowledge,  been 
condemned.  Iso  one  pretends  that  they  are  as  good  as  either  of  the 
other  kinds  mentioned  above,  but  as  it  must  be  some  time  before  we 
can  supply  any  others  it  might  be  well  if  Captain  Tucker  would  try  a 
few  of  them  with  5  or  6  pound  charges,  as  even  their  severest  critic. 
Colonel  Smith,  said  they  would  bear  5  pounds. 


Only  the  scarcity  of  lead  induced  me  to  continue  their  manufacture 
after  their  trial,  in  comparison  with  the  Dahlgren  shell  in  August  last, 
in  which  their  range  was  deficient  one-quarter  of  a  mile  at  22  degrees 
elevation,  with  7  and  8  pound  charges.  It  was  also  shown  conclusively 
to  my  mind  at  that  trial  that  they  were  not  so  strong  as  the  others; 
but  as  some  of  each  kind  broke  in  or  near  the  gun,  other  trials  were 
waited  for,  which  have  since  been  made  and  have  shown  that  where 
the  edges  of  the  wrought-iron  cap  were  left  as  much  as  one-eighth  of 
an  inch  thick  they  took  and  kept  the  rifle  motion  well.  I  have  enquired 
as  to  the  thickness  of  those  in  question  and  am  informed  that  they  are 
at  least  that  thick.  Many  of  those  which  were  of  less  thickness  at 
the  edge  of  the  saucer  took  the  rifle  motion.  It  will  be  remembered  by 
the  Bureau  that  we  have  been  deterred  from  any  experimental  firing 
with  rifle  guns  since  August,  till  authorized  by  the  Department  to  try 
the  Merrimack  guns  and  projectiles,  by  the  scarcity  of  powder. 

I  would  remind  the  Bureau  that,  in  my  letter  to  it  of  the  6th  instant, 
I  requested  authority  or  the  direct  action  of  the  Bureau  to  recall  to  this 
yard  all  the  shells  with  leaden  bands,  having  projecting  flanges  to  fit 
the  grooves  of  the  rifle  guns,  for  alteration.  This  has  been  proved 
necessary,  by  the  melting  of  the  lead  by  the  charge  in  the  gun,  on  such 
as  did  not  nearly  approach  the  Dahlgren  pattern.  This  recommenda¬ 
tion  I  repeat. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  hope  hereafter  to  escape  the  unworthy  and 
undeserved  charge  of  sending  ammunition  which  has  been  condemned 
to  any  Confederate  States  vessel,  or  that  I  may  be  brought  before  the 
proper  tribunal. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

A.  B.  Fairfax, 

Inspector  of  Ordnance. 


Chief  of  Bureau  Ordnance  and  Hydrography. 


Letter  from  the  Chief  of  Office  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography  to  Com¬ 
mander  Tucker ,  C.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  C.  8.  8.  Patrick  Henry , 
regarding  supplies  of  ammunition. 

Office  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography^, 

February  19,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  14th  instant  has  been  received.  Every  effort 
will  be  made  to  supply  you  with  the  filled  cylinders  you  require  for  the 
rifled  32-pounders. 

It  is  probable  that  the  amount  of  powder  needed  will  be  forthcom¬ 
ing  next  week.  If  so,  it  will  be  sent  to  you  without  delay  in  filled 
cylinders. 
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Twenty  kegs  of  blasting  powder  will  also  be  sent  to  till  the  rifled 
shells. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  F  ’  George  Minor, 

Commander,  in  Charge. 

Commander  J.  It.  Tucker,  . 

Commanding  Steamer  Patrick  Henry,  City  1  omt. 


Order  of  the  commandant ,  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  to  Commander  Hunter, 
C.  S.  Navy,  to  reenlist  the  crew  of  the  G.  S.  S.  Curlew. 

February  20,  1862. 

You  will  reeulist  the  crew  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Curlew  for  the  new  gunboat, 
to  which  you  are  ordered  as  commander,  for  three  years,  oi  the  war, 
and  have  them  transferred  to  the  frigate  United  States;  and  until  your 
ship  is  ready  to  receive  them  you  will  place  them  on  board  the  receiv¬ 
ing  ship  to  be  drilled,  ready  for  active  service. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  Forrest, 

Flag- Officer. 

Commander  Thos.  T.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Letter  from  Brigadier -General  Colston,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Captain  Tucker, 
C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Patrick  Henry,  regarding  the  practi¬ 
cability  of  obstructing  James  River. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brigade,  Department  of  Norfolk, 

Smithjield,  February  23,  1862. 

Sir:  I  desire  to  have  your  opinion,  with  the  least  possible  delay,  as 
to  the  practicability  of  obstructing  Janies  Biver  at  some  point  com¬ 
manded  by  the  guns  of  our  forts.  If  such  an  obstruction  as  would  pre¬ 
vent  or  at  least  delay  considerably  the  passage  of  a  fleet  could  be 
placed  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Boykin  or  Fort  Huger  it  would  add 
materially  to  the  defenses  of  the  river,  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
we  have  neither  time  nor  means  to  establish  such  an  obstruction  at 
these  points.  But  it  must  be  practicable  at  some  point  above.  Can  it 
be  done  at  Jamestown?  Perhaps  some  point  still  higher  up  must  be 
selected  and  a  strong  battery  erected  to  defend  the  obstruction  when  it 
is  established.  From  our  unfortunate  experience  at  various  points  we 
must  conclude  that  earthen  forts  are  insufficient  defenses  against  fleets; 
and  if  so,  a  fleet  may  go  up  James  Biver  at  anytime  and  pass  our  forts 
with  trifling  loss,  then  pursue  its  way  up  James  Biver  without  inter¬ 
ruption  until  within  shelling  distance  of  Bichmond. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  E.  Colston, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding  First  Brigade. 

Captain  Tucker,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Steamer  Patrick  Henry. 
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Letter  f  rom  Com  mander  Tucker ,  C.  8.  Navy,  com  mand  ing  C.  8.  8.  Patrick 
Henry ,  to  Brigadier- General  Colston ,  C.  8.  Army ,  regarding  the  prac¬ 
ticability  of  obstructing  James  River. 


O.  S.  S.  Patrick  Henry, 

Off  Mulberry  Island ,  February  23 ,  1S62. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  this  date  has  been  received,  and  I  am 
happy  to  give  my  opinion,  as  well  as  that  of  my  officers  and  pilots, 
whose  opinion,  based  on  practice  and  observation,  are  worth  notice  and 
preservation. 

We  reply:  It  is  possible  to  place  (and  practicable)  obstructions  just 
below  Fort  Boykin,  but  under  full  command  of  its  battery.  It  is  also 
possible  and  practicable  to  place  similar  obstructions  just  below  Fort 
Huger  [Harden’s  Bluff].  These  obstructions  should  be  a  series  of  piles, 
not  less  than  three  in  a  tier,  or  more  than  six,  varied  in  angular  posi¬ 
tion,  and  connected  by  heavy  chains,  connecting  and  keeping  them 
together,  retained  in  position  by  heavy  anchors.  Simple  tiers  could  be 
removed ;  a  series  of  such  difficulties  would  not  be  attempted,  and,  if 
attempted,  would  not  be  successful;  at  any  rate,  if  the  enemy  should 
attempt  the  passage  of  James  River  fortifications,  during  their  attempted 
removal  of  obstructions  ample  time  would  be  given  to  the  forces  afloat 
and  adjacent  batteries  to  operate  against  their  labors  before  successful 
efforts  could  enable  them  to  continue  on  to  Jamestown  Island.  Piles 
should  be  cut  down  after  being  planted  awash  at  low  water.  While 
desirable  to  obstruct  the  James  River,  it  should  be  permitted  to  leave  a 
distance  of  60  feet  in  the  channel  (or  an  opening)  between  the  obstruc¬ 
tion  sufficient  to  admit  vessels  easily  of  60  feet  width.  When  desirable 
to  close  in  toto  this  channel  (which  is  the  route  to  Richmond),  it  will  be 
necessary  to  have  ready  fox’  sinking’  (prepared  for  a  moment’s  notice) 
one  vessel  oi’  vessels  (about  300  tons)  similar  in  size  to  vessels  now  in 
the  Richmond  docks  belonging  to  Messrs.  David  Ciirrie  &  Co.,  with 
masts.  These  vessels  should  be  loaded  with  stone,  in  readiness  tor 
being  sunk  in  five  minutes.  (This  can  be  effected  by  boring  a  dozen 
holes  8  or  10  inches).  The  holes  should  be  plugged,  having  them  in 
momentary  readiness  for  withdrawal  of  the  same.  The  vessel  should  be 
kept  iu  readiness  for  sinking,  with  reliable  persons  on  watch,  ready  to 
draw  the  plugs  at  a  moment’s  warning,  sufficient  to  haul  her  in  position. 
As  many  obstructions  as  can  be  placed  opposite  each  battery  on  the 
river  in  the  way  of  piling,  etc.,  up  to  Hardy’s  [Harden’s  Bluff  battery, 
will  be  efficient.  The  greater  the  number,  greater  will  be  the  security 
to  Richmond  City.  So  soon  as  the  piling  opposite  Fort  Boykin  shall 
have  been  completed,  it  is  our  opinion  tliat  a  similar  line  ot  piling 
should  be  placed  below  Fort  Huger,  and  under  its  guns,  distance  not 
to  exceed  one-half  mile.  Of  course,  facilities  will  be  requisite  for  filling 
up  the  gateway,  necessary  at  all  times  for  the  transit  of  our  own  ves¬ 
sels  backward  and  forward.  The  depth  of  water  near  Mulberry  Island 
precludes  the  possibility  of  piling ;  the  water  will  not  permit  it.  James¬ 
town  Island  is  equally  unfortunate  as  regards  water  course  and  imprac¬ 
ticability  of  water  obstruction.  . 

Obstructions  higher  up  James  River  would  be  advisable  and  most 
important,  adding  more  to  the  safety  of  Richmond  than  perhaps  all 
defenses  hitherto  suggested.  The  lower  batteries  may  be  efficient  in 
preventing  the  entree  of  the  enemy  to  the  lower  part  of  the  river. 
Having  passed  Trent’s  Reach  (15  miles  above  City  Point),  it  will  be 
possible  (in  the  shoalest  part)  to  obstruct  James  River  impassably. 
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Arks,  filled  with  stone,  plugged,  ready  for  sinking,  in  the  liancls  of 
watchmen,  and  every  facility  for  placing  them  across  the  river  (lines, 
hawsers,  etc.),  mast  be  at  hand  and  ready  in  a  moment. 

Preparations  for  the  obstruction  of  the  upper  part  of  James  River 
should  be  made  and  held  in  immediate  readiness,  while  the  obstruc¬ 
tions  for  the  lower  part  of  the  river  should  be  advanced  with  the  great¬ 
est  rapidity. 

City  Point  is  suggested  as  a  prominent  locality  for  a  battery.  It  can 
be  obstructed  one-half  mile  below,  in  24  feet  water.  This  refers  to  the 
channel,  which  is  narrow,  and  does  not  exceed  300  yards  in  width. 

All  intervals  between  Jail  Island  (near  Warwick  Kiver)  and  the 
Point  of  Shoals  should  be  thoroughly  obstructed;  this  secures  the  river 
from  shore  to  shore. 

When  it  shall  be  found  necessary  to  close  the  entrance  and  passage 
of  James  Kiver  for  the  enemy’s  exclusion,  it  will  be  advisable  to  plant 
several  of  Maury’s  submarine  batteries  beyond  the  barrier;  many 
would  be  requisite  in  so  wide  a  channel. 

Hoping  that  my  reply  will  be  deemed  satisfactory, 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  Tucker, 
Commanding ,  C.  8.  Navy. 

Brigadier-General  K.  E.  Colston, 

Commanding  First  Brigade ,  Smithfield ,  Va. 


Instructions  from  the  Chief  of  Office  of  Orders  and  Detail  to  Commander 
Tucker,  C.  8.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  8.  Patrick  Henry ,  regarding  coal 
and  bounty. 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail, 

G.  8.  Navy  Department,  Richmond,  Va.,  February  24,  1862. 
Sir:  Your  communications  of  the  20th  and  21st  instant  have  been 
received.  The  order  is  given  to  have  the  check- valve  chest  repaired. 

Coal  was  sent  to  you  and  the  Jamest own  some  days  since,  and  enough 
was  ordered  to  fill  you  up.  You  are  authorized  to  give  the  bounty  of 
$50  to  all  persons,  except  boys,  who  will  enlist  for  three  years  or  the 
war,  including  those  who  ship  on  board,  under  the  law  you  refer  to.  In 
the  term  “seaman”  is  embraced  all  persons  who  ship  in  the  Navy.  I 
leave  here  to-morrow  for  -Norfolk. 

By  command  of  Secretary  of  Navy: 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Franklin  Buchanan, 

Captain,  in  Charge. 

Commander  Jno.  R.  Tucker, 

Commanding  Patrick  Henry,  City  Point,  Va. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States  to  Captain 
Buchanan ,  C.  8.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  the  command  of  the  James  River 
defenses. 

C.  S.  Navy  Department, 

Richmond,  February  24, 1862. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  Office  of  Orders  and  Detail 
and  will  proceed  to  Norfolk  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  Forrest  for  the 
command  of  the  naval  defenses,  James  River. 
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You  will  lioist  your  Hag  ou  tlie  Virginia ,  or  any  other  vessel  of  your 
squadron,  which  will,  for  the  present,  embrace  the  Virginia ,  Patrick 
Henry ,  Jamestown ,  Teaser ,  Raleigh ,  and  Beaufort. 

The  Virginia  is  a  novelty  in  naval  construction,  is  untried,  and  her 
powers  unknown,  and  the  Department  will  not  give  specific  orders  as 
to  her  attack  upon  the  enemy.  Her  powers  as  a  ram  are  regarded  as 
very  formidable,  and  it  is  hoped  that  you  may  be  able  to  test  them. 

Like  the  bayonet  charge  of  infantry,  this  mode  of  attack,  while  the 
most  distinctive,  will  commend  itself  to  you  in  the  present  scarcity  of 
ammunition.  It  is  one  also  that  may  be  rendered  destructive  at  night 
against  the  enemy  at  anchor. 

Even  without  guns  the  ship  would  be  formidable  as  a  ram. 

Could  you  pass  Old  Point  and  make  a  dashing  cruise  on  the  Potomac 
as  far  as  Washington,  its  effect  upon  the  public  mind  would  be  impor¬ 
tant  to  the  cause. 

The  condition  of  our  country,  and  the  painful  reverses  we  have  just 
suffered,  demand  our  utmost  exertions,  and  convinced  as  I  am  that  the 
opportunity  and  the  means  of  striking  a  decided  blow  for  our  ISTavy 
are  now  for  the  first  time  presented,  I  congratulate  you  upon  it,  and 
know  that  your  judgment  and  gallantry  will  meet  all  just  expectations. 

Action — prompt  and  successful  action — now  would  be  of  serious 
importance  to  our  cause,  and  with  my  earnest  wishes  for  your  success, 
and  for  the  happiness  of  yourself,  officers,  and  crew, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  Franklin  Buchanan, 

Navy  Yard,  Norfolk,  Va. 


Letter  from  the  Chief  of  Office  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography  to  Com¬ 
mander  Tucker,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Patrick  Henry,  regard¬ 
ing  powder  and  guns. 

Office  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography, 

February  25,  1862. 

Sir:  Fifteen  kegs  of  blasting  powder  will  be  sent  to  you  on  Thurs¬ 
day  by  Mr.  Hall,  to  fill  the  rifled  shells  now  on  board  the  Patrick 
Henry. 

You  will  please  inform  this  Bureau  of  the  disposition  that  has  been 
made  of  the  smoothbore  guns  that  have  been  replaced  by  the  rifled 
32-pounders  of  57  hundredweight. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Minor, 

Commander,  in  Charge. 

Commander  J.  E.  Tucker, 

Commanding  Steamer  Patrick  Henry ,  City  Point. 


Letter  from  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  to  Major-General  Huger, 
C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  Norfolk,  regarding  the  deten¬ 
tion  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Virginia  {Merrimack)  for  lack  of  powder. 


Commandant’s  Office,  Dockyard, 

Gosport  [Norfolk],  February  27,  1862. 

General:  The  Virginia  is  now  detained  for  powder.  When  it  will 
arrive  I  am  unable  to  say,  and  in  the  present  exigency  I  write  to 
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suggest  that  if  you  feel  authorized  to  make  the  transfer  from  Forts 
Norfolk  and  Nelson  of  the  necessary  ammunition,  it  would  relieve  us 
greatly  and  add  materially,  in  my  judgment,  to  the  strength  ol  our 
front  and  left  flank  defenses.  .  . 

When  the  powder  for  the  ship  arrives,  it  will  be  delivered,  or  so  much 
as  required,  to  you,  to  replace  that  which  you  may  be  able  to  spare  me 
to  meet  the  present  emergencies. 

Very  respectfully,  _ 

J  1  ?  F.  Forrest, 

Flag-Officer  and  Commandant. 

Major-General  Huger, 

Commanding  Department  of  Norfolk. 


Letter  from  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  to  Colonel  Anderson , 
C.  8.  Army ,  regarding  the  amount  of  powder  required  by  the  C.  S.  8. 
Virginia  ( Merrimack ). 

Commandant’s  Office,  Dockyard, 

Gosport  [Norfolk],  February  28,  1862. 


Colonel:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  27th,  I  have  to 
inform  you  that  I  consider  it  of  vital  importance  that  the  T  irginia  be 
furnished  with  as  much  powder  as  you  can  possibly  spare. 

I  require  18,000  pounds,  of  which  I  have  received  1,000  from  Rich¬ 


mond. 

The  quantity  you  can  furnish  will  be  wanted  at  once,  as  it  will  take 
three  days  to  till  the  ship’s  cartridge  bags. 

The  messenger  is  instructed  to  wait  for  your  reply. 

Very  respectfully, 


F  For.r/rst. 


Flag-Officer  and  Commandant. 


Colonel  S.  S.  Anderson,  C.  S.  Army. 


Order  of  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  to  Lieutenant  Morgan, 
C.  8.  Navy,  commanding  C.  8.  ship  United  States,  regarding  powder. 

February  28,  1802. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  reserve  for  the  [United]  States ,  under  your 
command,  50  rounds  of  powder  for  each  gun,  and  transfer  the  balance 
to  the  Virginia. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  Forrest, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Van  R.  Morgan, 

Frigate  [  United ]  States. 


Report  of  Commander  Dicker,  C.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  C.  8.  8.  Patrick 
Henry,  regarding  the  delay  in  the  receipt  of  needed  ammunition. 

C.  S.  S.  Patrick  Henry, 

Off  Mulberry  Island,  James  River,  February  28,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  been  anxiously  expecting  the  100  charges  for  the  32- 
pounder  rifled  guns.  They  have  not  yet  arrived. 
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I  also  hoped  that  the  gunner’s  requisition  of  the  13tLi  ultimo  for  pow¬ 
der  and  shell  (a  duplicate  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed)  would  have 
been  furnished. 

We  are  particularly  in  want  of  the  full  charges  for  the  after  pivot  of 
106  hundredweight. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[J.  E.  Tucker,] 
Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Commander  George  Minor,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Office  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography ,  Richmond ,  T  a. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States  to  Com¬ 
mander  Tucker ,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Patrick  Henry ,  to 
report  to  Flag-Officer  Buchanan  at  Norfolk. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 

Navy  Department,  Richmond,  March  2,  1862. 

Sir  :  You  will  regard  yourself  as  under  the  command  of  Flag-Officer 
Buchanan  and  subject  to  his  orders,  and  will  report  to  him  by  letter  at 
Norfolk. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commander  John  E.  Tucker, 

Commanding  Steamer  Patrick  Henry,  City  Point,  1  a. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States  to  Flag- 
Officer  Buchanan,  C.  S.  Navy,  appointed  to  command  defenses  of  James 
River,  to  act  independently  of  the  Army. 

C.  S.  Navy  Department, 

Richmond,  March  2,  1862. 

Sir:  I  am  requested  by  the  Adjutant- General  to  inform  you  that  it 
will  be  impossible  for  General  Magruder  to  act  in  concert  with  or  ren¬ 
der  you  any  aid  in  the  plans  agreed  upon  to  attack  the  enemy  at  New¬ 
port  News,  and  you  will  therefore  be  governed  accordingly,  and  for  the 

present  act  independently. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  S.  E.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  F.  Buchanan, 

Appointed  to  Command  Naval  Defenses  of  James  River, 

Navy  Yard,  Norfolk,  1  a. 


Report  of  Commander  Tucker,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Patrick 
Henry,  of  his  readiness  for  cooperation. 

C.  S.  S.  Patrick  Henry, 

O  f  Mulberry  Island,  James  River,  Virginia,  March  4,  1862. 
Sir:  I  respectfully  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
of  the  3d  instant,  and  inform  you  that  the  Patrick  Henry,  Jamestown , 
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and  Teaser  are  ready  and  will  be  happy  to  meet  you  off  .Newport  News 
at  the  time  mentioned  in  your  letter. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  E.  Tucker, 

Commander,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  Franklin  Buchanan,  0.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  C.  S.  Naval  Forces ,  James  River ,  Virginia. 


Letter  from  the  Chief  of  Office  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography  to  Com¬ 
mander  Tucker ,  C.  8.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  8.  Patrick  Henry,  re¬ 
garding  supplies  of  powder. 

Office  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography, 

March  4,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  letters  of  the  28th  ultimo  and  1st  instant  have  been 
received. 

Every  pound  of  powder  that  could  be  procured  has  been  sent  to  Nor¬ 
folk  for  the  Virginia.  This  office  expects,  however,  to  get  enough  in  a 
few  days  to  send  you  50  rounds  for  each  of  your  rilled  guns,  and  also 
the  quantity  you  require  for  the  YIII  and  X  inch  guns.  The  cylinders 
for  the  rifled  guns  went  to  the  Patrick  Henry  by  mistake.  As  they  are 
now  there,  it  would  be  better  to  retain  them  and  fill  them  on  board. 
But  if  that  plan  is  not  practicable,  and  there  is  no  place  on  shore  con¬ 
venient  for  the  purpose,  you  can  send  them  back  to  Richmond. 

The  powder  and  tilled  cylinders  will  be  probably  sent  to  you  this 
week. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Minor, 

Commander ,  in  Charge. 

Commander  J.  R.  Tucker,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Steamer  Patrick  Henry,  James  River. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States  to  Flag 
Officer  Buchanan,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  naval  defenses ,  James 
River,  suggesting  the  attack  by  the  C.  S.  S.  Virginia  ( Merrimack )  upon 
New  York  City. 

Confidential.]  C.  S.  Navy  Department, 

Richmond,  March  7,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  submit  for  your  consideration  the  attack  of  New  York  by  the 
Virginia.  Can  the  Virginia  steam  to  New  York  and  attack  and  burn 
the  city?  She  can,  I  doubt  not,  pass  Old  Point  safely,  and,  in  good 
weather  and  a  smooth  sea,  could  doubtless  go  to  New  York.  Once  in 
the  bay,  she  could  shell  and  burn  the  city  and  the  shipping.  Such  an 
event  would  eclipse  all  the  glories  of  the  combats  of  the  sea,  would 
place  every  man  m  it  preeminently  high,  and  would  strike  a  blow  from 
which  the  enemy  could  never  recover.  Peace  would  inevitably  follow. 
Bankers  would  withdraw  their  capital  from  the  city.  The  Brooklyn 
jNew  York]  navy  yard  and  its  magazines  and  all  the  lower  part  of  the 
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city  would  be  destroyed,  and  such  au  event,  by  a  single  ship,  would  do 
more  to  achieve  our  immediate  independence  than  would  the  results  of 
many  campaigns. 

Can  the  ship  go  there!  Please  give  me  your  views. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Mallorv, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  Franklin  Buchanan, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  etc.,  Navy  Yard,  Norfolk,  Va. 


Abstract  log  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Fllis,  August  2,  1861,  to  February  7,  1862. 

Officers  of  the  Ellis. 


Commander,  W.  T.  Muse,  C.  S.  Navy. 
Midshipman,  James  M.  Stafford. 
Pilot,  dolm  W.  Walker. 

Engineer,  John  P.  Wohmsley. 


Clerk,  A.  Tredwell. 

Fireman,  Acting  Boatswain  Valerias  A. 
Knight. 


Left  Norfolk  at  5:30  p.  m.  August  2  (18G1)  for  Ocracoke  Inlet,  byway 
of  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal.  Reached  the  lock  at  about  8 
p.  m. ;  remained  there  all  night.  Got  underway  at  about  5  a.  m.  August 
3,  and  arrived  at  canal  bridge  at  meridian;  made  fast  to  the  shore; 
remained  two  hours.  Shipped  the  following  men:  Seamen,  William  E. 
Ball,  William  D.  Knight,  Lemuel  Ball;  ordinary  seamen,  William  T. 
Muse,  jr.,  George  Doughty;  seaman,  Nathan  Walker.  Left  at  2  p.  m. 
and  came  to  off  Croatan  light  about  8  p.  m.  Got  underway  August  4 
and  arrived  at  Ocracoke  about  5  p.  in.,  finding  at  anchor  C.  S.  S.  Wel¬ 
don  N.  Edwards,  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  W.  Cooke,  and  the  North 
Carolina  steamer  Beaufort,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Duvall. 

August  5,  1861. — From  8  a.  m.  to  8  p.  m.:  At  first,  light  winds;  later, 
variable  weather,  occasionally  heavy  squalls  of  rain.  Privateer  Gordon 
came  in. 

August  6. — Privateer  Gordon  went  to  sea  at  5  a.  m. 

August  10. — The  steamer  Albemarle  left  at  G  a.  m. 

August  13. — About  5  a.  m.  discovered  a  large  bark  lying  at  anchor 
south  of  the  bar.  At  1  p.  m.  the  steamer  Gordon  came  in  the  roads. 

August  14. — The  steamer  Gordon  left  her  anchorage  at  6  a.  m.  At  7 
a.  m.  the  steamer  Beaufort  left  her  anchorage.  At  I  p.  m.  steamer 
Winslow  arrived  from  Beaufort.  At  4:30  p.  m.  steamer  Winslow 
weighed  anchor  and  sailed  for  Hatteras. 

August  17. — At  7:20  a.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  left  for  Washington, 
N.  C.  At  5  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  in  front  of  Washington,  N.  C. 

August  21. — At  8:30  a.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  left  Washington  for 
Portsmouth  [N.  C.j.  At  3  p.  m.  anchored  under  Wade’s  Point.  At  12, 
midnight,  weighed  anchor  and  got  underway  for  Portsmouth. 

August  22. — At  7 : 10  a.  m.  passed  steamer  Colonel  Hill.  At  8:30  a.  m. 
the  light-ship  grounded  on  the  swash;  tide  falling.  At  5  p.  m.  ran  out 
small  anchor  of  the  light-ship;  tide  flood.  At  G:30  p.  m.  ran  out  large 
anchor;  could  not  get  off'.  Ran  the  steamer  in  Wallace’s  Channel  and 
came  to  anchor  at  7:45  p.  m. 

August  23. — At  G  a.  m.  ran  down  to  the  light  ship;  weighed  both 
anchors,  hauled  her  off  with  steamer,  and  anchored  her  at  8  a.  m.  out¬ 
side  the  swash.  At  8 : 30  a.  m.  left  the  light  ship  moored  in  the  channel 
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outside  of  tlie  swash  and  then  made  for  our  andhorage  in  Wallace’s 
Channel;  came  to  in  2  fathoms  water  at  9:15.  Midshipman  R.  A. 
Camm  reported  on  board  for  duty  at  2:30  p.  m. 

August  25. — Steamer  Winslow  anchored  in  channel  at  0 : 30  a.  in.  At 
10  a.  m.  steamer  Winslow  left  for  Hatteras.  At  4  p.  m.  steamer  Edwards 
came  alongside  and  put  out  sea  stores,  etc.  At  ->:25  p.  m.  steamer 
Albemarle  came  to  anchor  in  Wallace’s  Channel. 

August  26. — The  steamer  Beaufort  left  for  New  Berne  at  5:30  a.  m. 
From  8  a.  m.  to  8  p.  m. :  (lot  underway  and  went  alongside  the  schooner  ; 
took  her  in  tow  and  went  alongside  light-boat;  lightened  and  took 
light-boat  in  tow;  went  ashore  soon  afterwards;  crew  were  then  em¬ 
ployed  in  shifting  ballast  to  port  side  and  heaving  her  [light-boat] 
down.  At  5:15  p.  m.  large  ship  standing  in  on  the  starboard  tack; 
soon  afterwards  tacked  and  stood  out  to  sea.  Steamer  Edwards  got 
underway  and  stood  for  Beacon  Island  Channel.  At  9:45  p.  m.  light¬ 
ship  floated.  At  10:15  came  to  anchor  in  Wallace’s  Channel. 

August  27. — At  6 :  40  got  underway.  Steamers  Edwards  and  Albemarle 
standing  out  for  sound.  At  8:30  anchored  lightship  in  "W  all  ace’s 
Channel.  At  2:20p.  m.  steamer  Gordon  came  in  from  sea;  went  to 
sea  again  at  2:30. 

August  28.— At  1:10  a.  m.  heard  a  report  of  a  gun  from  Fort  Ocra- 
coke.  At  7:30  a.m.  schooner  Alexina  sailed  for  Norfolk,  Ya.  From 
8  a.  m.  to  8  p.  m.:  War  movements;  the  troops  were  ordered  from 
Portsmouth  to  Cape  Hatteras.  Several  vessels  left  Portsmouth  tor  the 
cape.  The  steamer  Ellis  weighed  anchor  at  11: 15  a.  m.  and  had  on 
board  Captain  Sharp’s  company,  together  with  several  other  officers. 
Met  the  steamer  M.  E.  Boiving  at  1:50  p.  m.  with  dispatches  for  shot 
and  ammunition  for  Hatteras.  We  can  hear  guns  all  the  time  from  the 
direction  of  Hatteras.  Four  Federal  steamers  were  seen  off  the  cape, 
lying  at  anchor.  At  2:50  three  other  steamers  were  discovered  oft 
the  coast.  From  8  to  12  p.  m.  (midnight) :  Severe  cannonade  off  Hah 
teras  by  the  Federal  steamers,  with  resistance  from  the  fort,  the  fleet 
finally  retiring.  No  damage  done  at  the  fort.  Federal  steamer  Harriet 
Lane  supposed  to  be  badly  damaged.  Engaged  in  transporting  troops 
from  the  vessel,  together  with  ammunition  from  C.  S.  S.  Winslow ,  just 
arrived,  under  direct  fire  from  the  Federal  steamer;  no  damage  done. 
Captain  and  clerk  on  shore.  Weather  cloudy  and  pleasant,  with  fresh 
breezes  from  southward  and  westward.  At  anchor  off  Fort  Hatteras. 

August  29. — From  4  to  8  a.  in.:  Wind  from  southward  and  westward. 
Federal  steamers  were  seen  off  the  cape  at  5  a.  m.  At  5 : 20  a.  m.  heard 
signal  gun  from  flag-steamer,  when  the  steamers  began  to  draw  in  line. 
A  strong  breeze  from  southward  and  westward;  weather  clear  and 
pleasant.  xU  8:10  a.  m.  Federal  frigate  Wabash  opened  fire  on  Fort 
Hatteras,  followed  by  firing  from  three  other  men- of- war.  Changed 
our  anchorage  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  fort.  Shells  bursting  all 
around  and  over  us;  no  damage  being  done.  At  9:15  a.  m.  steamer 
Colonel  Hill  arrived  from  Portsmouth  with  few  troops  and  powder, 
though  neither  were  landed,  as  the  fort  could  not  be  reached  under  the 
fire.  At  10:30  a.  m.  Lieutenant  Murdaugh  was  brought  alongside, 
having  had  his  left  arm  fractured  while  firing  a  gun  at  the  fort.  At 
11:10  a.  m.  the  fort  surrendered,  when  we  weighed  anchor  and  left  for 
Portsmouth.  As  soon  as  the  fort  surrendered  a  small  Federal  gunboat 
steamed  over  the  bar  and  anchored  under  the  fort.  Steamer  Ellis 
arrived  at  Portsmouth  at  4:20  p.  m.,  where  we  took  on  board  several 
families  and  weighed  anchor  at  7  p.  m.  and  stood  up  the  sound.  Night 
coming  on,  anchored  in  the  mouth  of  Flounder  Slough. 
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August  30. — At  5  a.  m.  called  all  bands  and  weighed  anchor  and  left 
for  Washington.  At  7  a.  in.  spoke  sloop  Pine ;  gave  directions  for  her 
to  report  to  Captain  Leech  at  Fort  Ocracoke.  Arrived  at  Washington 
at  4  p.  m. 

August  31. — At  9  p.m.  steamer  Governor  Morehecid  ran  down  river 
after  the  troops  that  evacuated  Fort  Ocracoke.  At  1 1  p.  m.  the  steamer 
arrived  towing  the  schooner  Sarah  with  troops  on  board. 

September  3. — At  2  p.  m.  got  underway  and  ran  down  to  Fort  Hill. 
At  0 :  45  returned. 

September  6. — A  small  boat  left  the  wharf,  bound  to  the  fort  with 
workmen,  at  3:35  a.  m.  At  11  a.  m.  received  orders  from  shore  to  let 
no  boat  of  auy  description  pass  down  river  without  a  pass  signed  by 

B.  F.  Havers  or  G.  H.  Brown. 

September  7. — At  6:  30  p.  m.  brigantine  Hannah  Batch  came  to  anchor 
in  stream. 

September  13. — The  steamer  Ellis  left  Washington  [N.  C.]  at  8  a.  in. 
and  met  steamer  Beaufort.  Arrived  [at  Swan  Quarter]  at  6  p.  m. 
At  10:15  p.  in.  left  our  anchorage  at  Swan  Quarter  and  stood  for  Pam¬ 
lico  Point. 

September  14. — At  12 : 45  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  off  Pamlico  Point.  At 
6  a.  m.  came  alongside  the  steamer  Beaufort.  Midshipman  Peters 
reported  on  board  for  duty.  At  11:15  a.  m.  got  underway  from  our 
anchorage  under  Wade’s  Point  and  stood  up  for  Fort  Murdaugli;  came 
to  anchor  at  3 :  30  p.  m. ;  captain  and  officers  visited  the  fort.  At  4  p.  in. 
fired  at  target.  Got  underway  and  stood  up  for  Washington,  H.  C., 
where  we  came  to  anchor. 

September  16. — Weighed  anchor  at  12:35  p.  m.  Came  to  under 
Wade’s  Point  at  5 : 35  p.  m. 

September  17. — At  8:30  a.  m.  discovered  a  schooner  beating  out  Swan 
( Quarter  Bay.  Sent  a  boat  alongside;  found  her  to  be  the  schooner 
John  Benjamin ,  of  Washington,  FT.  C.,  from  Hatteras  Banks.  Brought 
the  captain  on  board  steamer  and  ordered  the  schooner  into  Swan 
Quarter.  Delivered  the  captain,  crew,  and  boat  to  the  civil  authorities. 
At  3:35  p.  m.  weighed  anchor.  At  6  p.  m.  discovered  a  steamer  in 
sound,  heading  for  mouth  of  Pamlico  River. 

September  18. — At  anchor  off  Fort  Murdaugh.  At  5:50  a.  m.  sent  a 
boat  ashore  to  get  wood.  At  8  a.  m.  got  underway  and  stood  down  for 
Pamlico  light.  "At  11:30  a.  m.  hove  to  at  Pamlico  Point;  sent  a  boat 
ashore  with  signals.  At  12  m.  stood  over  to  Wade’s  Point.  At  3:30 
stood  for  Washington,  F7.  C.  At  8  p.  m.  came  to  in  2  fathoms  water. 

September  20.— A t  G  a.  m.  the  Colonel  Hill  left  her  wharf  for  the  fort. 
Steamers  Cotton  Plant  and  Governor  Morehead  underway,  bound  up  the 

river.  .  .  .  . 

September  21—  At  6:20  a.  m.  steamed  down  the  river.  Anchored 
under  Wade’s  Point  at  11 : 55  a.  m.  and  spoke  the  Colonel  Hill.  Weighed 
anchor  at  1:15  p.  m.  and  stood  up  the  river  and  anchored  at  Washing¬ 
ton,  K.  C.,  at  6:15  p.  m. 

September  23.— Got  up  steam  and  at  6:20  a.  m.  weighed  anchor  and 
mit  underway  for  Willards  to  take  in  coal. 

'  September  25.— At  5  p.  m.  C.  S.  S.  Albemarle  arrived.  At  8  p.  m. 

C.  S.  S.  Cotton  Plant  left  for  marshes  with  troops  on  board. 

September  26. — At  6  a.  m.  steamed  down  the  river.  At  7  p.  m.  came 

to  anchor  off  Swan  Quarter  Bay.  „  __  ,  . 

September  28. — At  2  p.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  stood  up  tor  YV  ashmg- 

ton,  FT.  C.  At  6 :  30  p.  m.  anchored. 
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October  1. — At  (3  a.  in.  got  underway  and  towed  schooner  Petrel  down 
river  with  guns  on  board  to  be  rifled.  Came  alongside  at  9  a.  m. ;  took 
on  some  wood,  then  came  to  anchor  at  9 : 40. 

October  3. — At  10 : 30  a.  in.  weighed  anchor  and  steamed  down  the 
river.  At  7 :40  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  at  Swan  Quarter. 

October  5.— At  10:05  a.  in.  anchored  at  Wade’s  Point;  got  underway 
at  11:20.  Anchored  at  Washington  at  3:45  p.  m. 

October  7. — At  0:30  a.  m.  got  underway.  Standing  down  the  river, 
with  a  portion  of  Captain  Swindell’s  company  on  board  and  a  transport 
schooner  in  tow,  for  Swan  Quarter.  At  5:30  p.  in.  came  to  off  Swan 
Quarter;  sent  troops  ashore. 

October  9.— At  5  a.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  steamed  up  for  Washing¬ 
ton,  IST.  c.  . 

October  10. — Came  alongside  wharf  at  9:10  a.  m.  to  take  m  wood  and 
coal.  At  12:35  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  in  stream. 

October  11.— At  2:25  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  in  Swan  Quarter  Bay. 
At  6  p.  m.  got  underway  and  left  Swan  Quarter  for  Washington,  IST.  C. 

October  12.— At  1 :  20  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  at  Hill’s  Point. 

October  23.— At  8 : 30  a.  m.  took  all  hands  ashore  to  drill  with  small 
arms. 

October  25. — At  2  p.  m.  the  Winslow  came  up  from  Roanoke  Island. 

October  26. — Left  Washington  at  11  a.  m.,  bound  to  Pungo  River; 
arrived  there  at  G  p.  m. 

October  27. — At  8:20  a.  m.  got  underway  and  tried  the  range  of  our 
gun,  and,  after  speaking  schooner  Manumit ,  from  Ocracoke,  stood  up 
Pamlico  River  for  Washington.  At  5 : 30  p.  m.  came  to  off  Washington. 

October  28. — At  5  p.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  started  for  Hew  Berne. 
At  11 : 30  came  to  anchor  off  Pamlico  Point. 

October  29. — At  5  a.  m.  got  underway  from  Pamlico  Point  for  New 
Berne.  At  7  a.  m.  spoke  C.  S.  S.  Winslow.  At  7 :  30  spoke  C.  S.  S.  Cur¬ 
lew.  At  anchor  off  New  Berne  at  3 :  50  p.  m. 

October  30. — Weighed  anchoi  at  8:20  a.  in.,  at  same  time  put  out  our 
kedge  anchor.  At  10:30  Commodore  Lynch  came  on  board.  At  11 :  50 
a.  m.  Captain  Cooke  took  command  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Ellis.  At  5 :  50  p.  m. 
Captain  Muse  left  the  Ellis  for  New  Berne. 

October  31. — At  5 : 10  a.  in.  the  Curlew  weighed  anchor  and  proceeded 
to  New  Berne.  At  3  p.  m.  left  to  go  to  New  Berne  and  coal  up  and  left 
New  Berne  at  6  p.  m.  and  towed  the  Napoleon  down  to  the  flagship  and 
came  to  anchor  at  7  p.  m. 

November  1. — At  4  p.  m.  C.  S.  S.  Curlew  came  in  from  the  sound  and 
went  up  to  New  Berne.  At  5:30  the  Curlew  came  back  and  anchored 
in  position  in  the  squadron. 

November  2. — At  5:20  a.  m.,  blowing  a  strong  gale,  discovered  that 
the  steamer  was  dragging.  Called  all  hands,  let  go  the  starboard  bower, 
and  veered  out  on  both  cables,  furled  the  awning  and  piped  down.  At 
1:20  p.  m.  steam  up.  At  4:  20  p.  m.  flagship  steamed  down  the  river, 
the  others  following  in  their  positions.  At  7:25  p.  m.  all  came  to 
anchor  in  4  fathoms  water  off  Williams  Point. 

November  3. — At  5  a.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  took  our  position  in  line 
and  followed  the  motion  of  the  flagship  Sea  Bird.  At  11 :  30  the  Curlew 
conies  about  and  goes  after  the  Forrest.  At  2 : 30  the  Curlew  passes  us 
with  the  Forrest  in  tow  and  at  the  same  time  the  Sea  Bird  opens  fire 
upon  Hatteras.  After  firing  2  shots,  the  enemy  not  firing  any  in  ex¬ 
change,  she  takes  the  Fanny  in  tow  and  we  start  for  Pamlico  River. 
Came  to  anchor  at  9  p.  in.,  the  whole  fleet,  Sea  Bird,  Curlew ,  Ellis, 
Fanny ,  and  Forrest ,  near  the  Middle  Grounds  in  Pamlico  Sound. 
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November  4. — Lying  at  anchor  in  the  Middle  Grounds.  The  vessel 
lying  badly  to  her  anchor  and  rolling  considerably.  At  5:50  a.  in.,  in 
obedience  to  signals  from  the  flagship,  we  weighed  anchor,  and  having 
dropped  astern  of  the  Forrest ,  we  steered  for  Pamlico  light-house. 
Came  up  the  sound  and  to  anchor  at  Washington  at  1  p.  in. 

November  5. — At  9  p.  m.  steamed  up  and  followed  the  motions  of  the 
flagship. 

November  6. — The  Sea  Bird  took  us  in  tow  at  1:50  a.  m.  At  1 : 30 
p.  m.  came  to  anchor  with  small  anchor  in  Wale’s  [Wallace’s?]  Channel 
at  Ocracoke,  at  which  place  we  discovered  a  French  man-of-war  on 
shore.  At  2:30  p.  m.  the  C.  S.  S.  Curlew  and  Albemarle  went  out  to 
rescue  them,  which  they  succeeded  in  doing,  and  returned  to  their  posi¬ 
tions  at  2 : 45  p.  m.  At  5 :  30  p.  m.  let  go  the  large  anchor. 

November  7. — At  6 : 30  a.  m.,  steamer  Curlew  weighed  anchor  and 
steamed  out  to  the  wrecked  ship.  A  few  minutes  after  8  a.  m.  we 
weighed  anchor  and  proceeded  to  the  Swash  buoy.  At  the  same  time 

I  [  J.  A.  Peters]  went  in  a  boat  to  the  flagship  and  brought  three  French 
naval  officers  "aboard.  At  9:30  a.  m.  we  anchored  at  the  Swash  buoy. 
At  10:20  the  C.  S.  S.  Winslow  put  her  flag  up  at  half-mast.  We  imme¬ 
diately  weighed  anchor  and  anchored  very  near  her.  We  found  out 
afterwards  that  a  hole  had  been  knocked  in  her  bottom  by  the  light- 
boat  which  the  Yankees  had  sunk  and  burned  in  September.  We  then 
put  the  boats  and  crew  to  bringing  off  such  things  as  we  could  save. 
At  2:30,  the  flagship  having  sent  up  signals  and  tired  two  guns,  the 
Curlew  set  tire  to  and  left  the  wrecked  French  man-of-war  Prony.  At 

3  p.  m.,  everything  having  been  carried  from  the  Winslow  to  the  steam¬ 
ers  Beaufort  and  Ellis  that  could  be  conveniently  saved,  much  to  the 
regret  of  all  she  was  fired  and  in  a  few  minutes  she  was  wrapped  in 
flames.  At  4:20  the  flagship  took  us  in  tow  and  we  started  for  Roa- 
noke.  At  6  p.  m.  the  flagship  cast  us  adrift. 

November  8. — At  6  a.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  stood  for  Roanoke  and 
anchored  there  at  7  a.  m.  At  10:50  a.  in.  the  C.  S.  S.  Curlew  came 
alongside  from  New  Berne  and  landed  the  French  officers  and  men  on 
board,  then  towed  us  up  to  the  bar.  At  7  p.  m.  arrived  at  Canal  bridge. 

November  9. — At  G:20  a.  m.  got  underway  and  arrived  at  Norfolk  at 
3 : 50  p.  m.  Landed  men  on  board  the  C.  S.  frigate  [  United ]  States ,  car¬ 
ried  officers  and  effects  over  to  the  Atlantic  Hotel.  At  6  p.  m.  came 
up  to  the  navy  yard  and  made  fast  to  dock. 

November  11. — Lying  alongside  the  wharf  [at  Norfolk]  and  discharg¬ 
ing  our  stores  preparatory  to  having  the  steamer  repaired. 

November  12. — At  11:30  a.  m.  took  the  gun  off'.  At  5  p.  m.  dropped 
down  to  the  lower  shears. 

December  17. — Undergoing  repairs.  Received  stores  on  board. 
Removed  store  rooms  for  the  purpose  of  placing  bales  of  cotton  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  boiler,  by  order  of  Flag-Officer  Lynch. 

December  23. — Received  the  following  supply  of  ammunition,  viz: 
Thirty  rifled  shell,  20  of  them  loaded,  10  not  loaded,  and  10  charges  of 
powder,  5  pounds  to  the  charge. 

December  24. — At  9  a.  m.  got  underway  for  Roanoke  Island.  At 
10:30  a.  m.  got  ashore;  after  waiting  two  hours  [sic]  floated  off.  At 

II  a.  in.  again  ashore,  but  backed  off.  At  9  p.  m.  made  fast  alongside 
the  wharf  at  Pungo  bridge  and  remained  all  night. 

December  25. — At  10 : 30  a.  m.  passed  Blackwater  Flats,  drawing  about 

4  J  feet  of  water.  At  1  p.  m.  reached  Canal  bridge,  made  fast,  and  gave 
the  crew  liberty. 
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December  26. — At  9  a.  m.  got  underway,  hoisted  ah  boats,  and  stood 
down  for  Roanoke  Island.  At  3  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  oft  Roanoke 
Island,  C.  S.  steamers  Ealeigli  and  Forrest  lying  close  by.  At  G :  20  p.  m. 
the  Forrest  got  underway  and  went  down  to  the  marshes.  At  7  p.  m. 
the  C.  S.  S.  Curlew  came  up  from  Edenton  and  anchored. 

December  27. — At  8  a.  in.  got  underway  and  went  to  assist  the  steamer 
Wilson ,  but  without  success.  Steamed  over  to  the  floating  battery  and 
landed  a  pilot  house;  then  steamed  to  the  O.  S.  schooner  Manassas 
and  came  to  anchor  in  7  feet  water.  At  7  p.  m.  the  C.  S.  S.  Curlew , 
with  the  Forrest  in  tow,  steamed  up  the  sound  to  Durant’s  Island. 

December  28—  At  4  p.  m.  the  0.  S.  S.  Curlew  went  over  to  Roanoke 
Island.  At  7  p.  m.  0.  S.  S.  Raleigh  passed  from  Durant’s  Island  to 
Roanoke. 

December  29.— At  3  p.  m.  went  down  to  the  C.  S.  S.  Raleigh ;  then 
went  to  the  Manassas  and  took  lighter,  having  the  boiler  of  the  Leonora 
in  it,  in  tow  and  steamed  up  the  sound  for  Currituck  bridge.  Arrived 
at  the  bridge  at  10  p.  in.,  made  fast  alongside  a  schooner  and  gave  the 
men  liberty. 

December  30.— At  9 : 30  a.  m.  left  for  Roanoke  Island.  At  2 :  20  p.  m. 
spoke  the  C.  S.  S.  Curleic,  having  the  Forrest  in  tow,  bound  for  Eden¬ 
ton  to  repair.  At  5  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  at  Roanoke  Island;  immedi¬ 
ately  got  underway  and  took  schooner  Manassas  in  tow  and  went  to 
the  wreck  of  the  steamer  Leonora. 

December  31—  Men  sent  on  board  the  C.  S.  schooner  Manassas  to 
assist  in  raising  the  boiler  of  the  Leonora.  At  3  p.  m.  got  underway 
and  went  down  to  tow  the  Wilson  off;  after  parting  our  hawser  several 
times  moved  off  up  to  the  wreck  and  anchored. 

January  1,  1862. — At  8  a.  m.  got  underway  and  went  over  to  the 
Wilson;  after  making  fast  to  her,  succeeded  in  hauling  her  off'. 
Weighed  anchor  and  went  over  to  the  barge  Superior ,  where  an 
anchor,  chain,  and  windlass  were  given  to  the  Wilson.  At  5  p.  m.  the 
Wilson  left  for  Roanoke  Island. 

January  2—  At  2  p.  m.  got  underway  and  went  over  to  the  Forrest; 
then  went  down  to  Stumpy  Point,  came  about,  and,  at  7  a.  m.,  came  to 
off  Roanoke  Island. 

January  5.— At  8  a.  m.  hauled  up  to  the  coal  schooner  and  coaled. 
The  Forrest  came  alongside  and  took  on  board  some  of  our  soft  coal. 
We  then  dropped  astern  and  anchored.  Supplied  Captain  Hunter, 
C.  S.  S.  Curleic ,  with  20  pounds  tea  and  some  spare  cylinders. 

January  5. — At  8  a.  m.  the  C.  S.  S.  Forrest  came  up  with  two  schoon¬ 
ers  and  two  lighters  in  tow;  the  steamer  Raleigh  carried  the  two 
lighters  ashore. 

January  6. — At  8:20  a.  m.  the  Curlew  and  Raleigh  left  for  Pamlico 
Sound.  At  1:20  p.  m.  the  Roanoke  arrived  from  Norfolk.  At  6  p.  m. 
the  Curlew  and  Raleigh  returned  and  came  to  anchor  off  the  lower 
battery. 

January  7. — C.  S.  S.  Curlew  left  for  Elizabeth  City.  At  10  a.  m. 
steamer  Wilson  came  in  from  Elizabeth  City.  Flagship  Sea  Bird 
arrived  at  1 : 30  p.  m.  At  4 : 20  p.  m.  got  underway  and  took  a  schooner 
up  to  Weir’s  Point  battery  to  be  filled  with  sand,  then  took  our  posi¬ 
tion  in  line.  At  7 :30  p.  m.  the  Curlew  arrived  from  Elizabeth  City  with 
two  schooners  in  tow.  Fleet  in  position  above  Weir’s  Point  battery. 

January  8. — At  10  a.  in.  got  underway  and  spoke  schooner  Comet , 
from  Elizabeth  City.  Sent  William  Knight,  gunner’s  mate  (sick),  on 
board  of  her.  Went  down  and  took  a  schooner  up  to  the  upper  battery 
to  be  filled  with  sand.  At  3  p.  m.  got  underway;  went  down  and  took 
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tlie  pile  driver  and  schooner  with  it  and  placed  them  in  position,  then 
resumed  our  position  in  line.  At  8  p.  m.  steamer  Roanoke  arrived. 

January  9. — At  9  a.  m.  steamer  Raleigh  got  underway  and  stood  up 
the  sound;  soon  returned,  in  company  with  the  Powhatan.  At  10 
a.  m.  Commodore  Lynch  came  on  board  and  inspected  the  vessel;  had 
the  cotton  removed  from  the  boiler  so  as  to  heat  the  berth  deck. 
Received  six  charges  of  powder.  The  Raleigh  employed  in  towing 
vessel  to  be  sunk  in  the  channel  up  to  the  battery  to  be  filled  with 
sand.  At  5: 10  p.  m.  she  returned  to  her  position. 

January  10. — At  10  a.  m.  the  Cora  arrived  from  New  Berne  and  went 
alongside  the  flagship.  At  3  p.  m.  the  Powhatan  came  alongside  and 
gave  us  some  cable  for  ballast,  by  order  of  Commodore  Lynch.  At 
3:30  p.  m.  went  down  and  anchored  a  little  above  the  lower  battery 
E.  by  S.  from  the  Raleigh.  Fleet  in  position  at  that  place.  Sent  four 
men  ashore  to-day  to  assist  in  loading  a  schooner  with  piles.  At  5 
p.  m.  the  Cora  left  for  Elizabeth  City,  carrying  the  mail  with  her. 

January  11.  — At  9  a.  m.  C.  S.  S.  Raleigh  went  up  to  Weir’s  Point 
battery  to  tow  schooner  in  the  channel.  At  1:20  p.  m.  the  flagship 
left  her  anchorage  and  went  down  the  sound.  At  4  p.  m.  sent  a  boat 
on  board  the  schooner  Hawley  for  the  mail  from  Elizabeth  City.  At  8 
p.  m.  the  flagship  returned  to  her  anchorage. 

January  12. — At  10  a.  in.  the  Powhatan  left  for  Elizabeth  City.  At 
1  p.  m.  the  Curlew  went  down  the  sound;  the  Cora  returned  from  Eliz¬ 
abeth  City.  At  7  p.  m.  the  Curleio  returned  to  her  position. 

January  13. — At  8  a.  m.  the  Raleigh  went  up  the  sound  with  schooner 
in  tow.  Sea  Bird  employed  in  sinking  vessels.  Got  underway  and 
went  alongside  the  Manassas ;  took  her  in  tow  and  went  alongside  the 
barge.  Took  the  works  of  the  Leonora  and  put  them  on  the  barge. 
Blowing  very  hard  from  the  northward  and  eastward.  At  4  p.  m. 
returned  to  our  position. 

January  14. — At  3  p.  m.  schooner  Hawley  came  in  from  Elizabeth  City 
and  anchored. 

January  15. — At  8  a.  m.  Sea  Bird  and  Curlew  got  underway  and  went 
alongside  the  wood  schooner.  At  8: 20  went  alongside  and  took  the 
Manassas  in  tow  and  went  over  to  the  floating  battery.  At  2  p.  m.  the 
Raleigh  returned  from  Currituck.  At  4  p.  m.  returned  to  our  position, 
not  being  able  to  discover  the  gun. 

January  16. — At  9  a.  m.  got  underway  with  the  Raleigh  and  went 
down  to  Spencer’s  Creek  to  reconnoiter;  not  discovering  any  traces  of 
the  enemy,  returned  and  anchored  in  position  at  5 : 40  p.  m.  At  6  p.  in. 
steamer  Wilson  arrived  from  Norfolk. 

January  17. — At  8  a.  m.  got  underway;  employed  in  sinking  schoon¬ 
ers  at  the  barricade. 

January  18. — At  9  a.  m.  got  underway  and  went  up  to  Little  Alliga¬ 
tor  River  to  tow  the  Manassas  down.  At  3: 50  p.  m.  returned  and  took 
the  Curlew  up  to  her  position ;  then  anchored.  The  C.  S.  steamers  Fanny 
and  Beaufort  arrived  from  Beaufort. 

January  19. — At  3  p.  m.  went  alongside  the  Cora  and  placed  Nathan 
Walker,  seaman,  on  board  to  send  him  home.  Then  went  to  the  upper 
battery;  took  schooner  A.  C.  Williams  down  and  sank  her  at  the  barri¬ 
cade.  At  8  p.  m.  returned  to  our  position.  George  S.  Allen,  captain’s 
clerk,  resigned  and  left  the  ship. 

January  20. — At  10  a.  m.  Sea  Bird  and  Raleigh  went  down  the  sound. 
At  2  p.  m.  got  underway  and  went  up  to  the  upper  battery  with  two 
schooners  in  tow ;  then  took  one  down  to  the  barricade  and  sank  her — 
the  Josephine ;  then  returned  to  our  anchorage. 


788  NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

January  21. — At  8  a.  m.  took  a  schooner  up  to  the  upper  battery; 
then  went  down  to  the  barricade  and  chained  several  vessels  together. 
At  2  p.  m.  returned  and  took  the  schooner  Carter  down  and  sank  her.  At 
6:50p.  m.  returned  to  our  position.  Flagship  Sea  Bird  and  Raleigh 
returned  from  the  sound. 

January  22. — At  8  a.  m.  left  for  Elizabeth  City;  arrived  there  at  6 
p.  in. ;  filled  our  tanks  with  water.  At  8  p.  m.  left  for  Roanoke,  but 
came  into  Pasquotank  River. 

January  23.— At  8  a.  m.  left  for  Roanoke;  arrived  at  10 : 50  a.  m.  and 
came  to  anchor. 

January  25.— At  1 : 50  p.  m.  the  Hawley  arrived  from  Elizabeth  City. 
The  C.  S.  S.  Curlew  left  for  Elizabeth  City  at  4  p.  in. 

January  26—  At  8  a.  m.  went  to  the  barricade  and  sunk  the  schooner 
Spuell  and  Moss.  The  Cora  arrived  from  Norfolk.  At  10  a.  m.  the  Cur¬ 
lew  arrived  with  three  schooners  in  tow.  At  12  noon  took  a  schooner 
up  to  Weir’s  Point  battery  to  be  filled  with  sand.  At  4  p.  in.  carried 
some  troops  over  to  the  floating  battery;  then  returned  and  took  a 
schooner  in  to  the  battery  and  anchored  her;  then  took  a  schooner 
down  to  the  barricade  and  anchored  her  ready  to  scuttle.  At  8  p.  m. 
returned  to  our  position  and  anchored.  Captain’s  clerk,  George  Bag- 
ley,  reported  for  duty.  Received  on  board  three  supernumeraries  from 
the  Eighth  North  Carolina  Regiment. 

January  27. — At  8  a.  m.  got  underway  and  went  over  to  the  barricade 
and  sunk  the  schooner  Zenith ;  then  returned  and  went  up  to  the 
Manassas  for  wood;  returned  and  anchored  in  position.  At  4:30  p.  m. 
the  Curlew  left  for  Elizabeth  City.  The  Cora  went  down  to  the  marshes. 

January  28. — At  8  a.  m.  the  Cora  came  up  from  the  marshes;  no 
signs  of  the  enemy.  At  9  the  Curlew  arrived  from  Elizabeth  City  with 
two  schooners  in  tow.  At  10  a.  m.  went  over  to  the  barricade  and 
hauled  the  Rio  in  position ;  then  went  alongside  a  schooner  and  took 
her  alongside  the  Rio  and  put  some  ballast  in  her  to  sink  her;  then 
towed  the  same  schooner  to  Weir’s  Point  battery  to  be  filled  with  sand. 
At  3 : 40  p.  m.  the  Roanohe  arrived.  About  4  p.  m.  went  down  to  the 
barricade  and  towed  the  pile  driver  from  her  former  position  to  one 
about  the  center  of  the  sunken  vessels.  At  6  p.  m.  returned  to  our 
position  and  anchored. 

January  29. — At  8  p.  m.  the  Curlew  arrived  from  Elizabeth  City  with 
three  schooners  in  tow.  At  9  a.  m.  exercised  the  men  at  the  gun.  At 
10  a.  m.  went  up  to  the  Weir’s  Point  battery  and  took  the  schooner 
Tripleet  in  tow  and  sunk  her  at  the  barricade.  At  2  p.  m.  received  a 
howitzer  and  8  boxes  of  ammunition  from  Lieutenant  Simms.  At  3  p. 
m.  went  up  to  the  battery  and  anchored.  At  4:30  p.  m.  went  down  to 
the  fleet;  went  alongside  the  flagship  and  took  anew  schooner  and 
anchored  her;  then  returned  to  our  position. 

January  30. — At  8  a.  m.  the  Raleigh  employed  in  towing  schooners. 
At  8:20  a.  m.  the  Cora  came  up  from  the  marshes;  schooner  Hawley 
arrived  from  Elizabeth  City.  The  Cora  on  the  other  side  engaged  in 
making  soundings.  At  5  p.  m.  the  Cornet  went  up  to  Elizabeth  City. 
At  3  p.  m.  the  Raleigh  anchored  in  position.  At  7  p.  m.  the  Appomattox 
arrived. 

January  31. — At  8  a.  m.  got  underway  and  went  up  to  WeiPs  Point 
battery ;  took  the  schooner  Southern  Star  in  tow  and  carried  her  down 
and  put  ballast  in  her  from  the  new  schooner.  The  Raleigh  employed 
in  sinking  schooners  at  the  barricade.  At  11  a.  m.  the  Beaufort  came 
alongside  and  filled  her  tanks  with  water.  At  1  p.  in.  the  flagship  and 
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Appomattox  went  down  tlie  sound;  the  other  vessels  returned  to  their 
positions  and  prepared  for  action.  At  3  p.  m.  the  Curlew  returned  from 
down  the  sound  and  anchored  in  position.  At  4  p.  in.  went  alongside 
the  coal  schooner  and  filled  with  wood ;  then  went  alongside  the  Raleigh 
and  gave  her  about  300  gallons  of  water.  At  2  p.  m.  the ’.Forrest  came 
alongside  and  took  about  400  gallons  of  water. 

February  1. — At  9  a.  m.  the  Appomattox  left  for  Elizabeth  City.  At 
10:50  got  underway  and  went  up  to  Weir’s  Point  battery;  then  took 
the  schooner  Lydia  and  Martha  in  tow  and  carried  her  to  the  second 
barricade  and  anchored  her.  At  4:30  p.  m.  went  up  to  the  Weir’s 
Point  battery  and  took  a  flat  in  tow,  and  brought  her  down  and 
anchored  her  ahead  of  the  Manassas.  Men  of  the  Curlew  employed  in 
taking  out  the  contents  of  the  flat. 

February  2. — At  8  a.  m.  the  Appomattox  returned  from  Elizabeth  City 
with  two  schooners  in  tow.  At  12  m.  the  Curlew  went  alongside  the 
Manassas.  At  2:20  p.  m.  the  Appomattox  went  alongside  the  new 
schooner.  At  5  p.  m.  the  Appomattox  returned  to  her  position.  At  8 
p.  m.  the  Appomattox  went  up  the  sound;  the  Curlew  returned  to  her 
position. 

February  3. — At  8  a.  m.  the  Appomattox  returned  with  a  schooner  in 
tow.  At  8  a.  m.  the  Beaufort  went  alongside  the  wood  schooner;  then 
went  alongside  the  Fanny  and  took  the  lighter  in  tow.  At  12  m.  the 
Curlew  left  for  Edenton.  At  2  p.  m.  we  got  underway  and  went  along¬ 
side  the  pile  driver  and  placed  her  in  position.  At  5 : 45  returned  to  our 
position. 

February  4. — At  8  a.  m.  the  Raleigh  went  alongside  the  wood  schooner. 
At  9  a.  m.  the  Curlew  arrived  from  Edenton  with  a  schooner  in  tow. 
At  10  a.  m.  the  Rebel  arrived  from  Norfolk.  At  2 : 30  p.  m.  the  Sea  Bird 
went  alongside  the  wood  schooner. 

February  5. — At  8  a.  m.  the  Cora  left  for  Edenton.  At  8  a.  m.  the 
Rebel  left  for  Norfolk.  At  9  a.  m.  went  alongside  the  wood  schooner 
and  wooded  up;  the  Curlew  also  came  and  wooded  up.  At  11  a.  m. 
went  alongside  the  Fanny  and  gave  her  about  300  gallons  of  water; 
then  returned  and  anchored  in  position.  At  3:20  p.  m.  got  underway 
and  took  the  schooner  Manassas  alongside  the  large  schooner;  then 
went  up  and  took  the  new  schooner  from  the  Appomattox  and  towed 
her  up  to  Weir’s  Point  wharf  and  anchored  her.  At  6  p.  m.  returned 
and  anchored  in  position. 

February  6. — At  8  a.  m.  got  underway  and  weut  up  to  Weir’s  Point 
battery  to  raise  a  sunken  schooner.  At  11  a.  m.  six  steamers  of  the 
enemy  appeared  in  sight;  cleared  the  ship  for  action  and  waited  for 
them.  At  1:20  p.  m.  went  up  to  Weir’s  Point  battery  and  brought  a 
schooner  and  sunk  her  at  the  barricade.  The  Appom a t tox  went  down 
to  the  marshes  to  reconnoiter;  reported  51  vessels  of  the  enemy  below,, 
of  which  23  are  steamers.  We  then  went  to  Weir’s  Point  and  towed 
down  to  the  barricade  the  white  schooner  and  sunk  her.  At  7  a.  m. 
returned  and  anchored  in  position.  No  movement  so  far  upon  the  part 
of  the  enemy.  At  9  p.  m.  discovered  lights  among  the  enemy’s  vessels. 
At  12  p.  m.  [midnight]  Purser  Moore  came  alongside  to  try  to  get 
recruits  for  floating  battery. 

February  7. — At  12 : 30  a.  m.  weather  thickened  up  again,  wind  blow¬ 
ing  fresh  from  southwest.  At  1 : 30  a.  m.  wind  calmed  down  again,  but 
weather  remained  cloudy  during  the  balance  of  the  night. 

[The  log  book  of  this  vessel  ends  here. — Compilers.! 
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Abstract  log  of  the  North  Carolina  naval  steamer  Beaufort,  Lieutenant 
R.  C.  Duvall,  commanding,  from  July  9  to  August  24,  1861. 

July  9,  1861. — Finished  all  preparations  for  sea,  hoisted  the  ensign, 
and  put  the  North  Carolina  naval  propeller  Beaufort  in  commission  [at 
Norfolk,  Va.].  During  the  day  occupied  in  getting  the  crew  on  board, 
the  sailors’  peculiarity  on  leaving  shore  for  a  cruise,  giving  us  much 
annoyance.  At  0  got  underway  and  went  down  to  the  magazine  for 
powder;  took  on  board  300  pounds  and  some  other  equipments.  The 
fort  gave  us  three  cheers  on  leaving,  which  we  answered.  The  engineer 
failing  to  get  his  crew  off,  anchored  near  the  navy  yard  and  sent  senior 
engineer  on  shore  to  find  his  absent  crew. 

July  go.— At  10 : 40  the  engineer  came  off,  bringing  his  crew  on  board. 
Hoisted,  up  boats,  weighed  anchor,  and  stood  up  for  our  destination. 
On  passing  the  frigate  United  States  she  dipped  her  flag  in  honor  of 
our  departure;  answered  by  dipping  ours.  At  12 :  20  entered  the  Albe¬ 
marle  and  Chesapeake  Canal.  Gave  an  order  on  Marshall  Parks,  navy 
agent,  for  tollage,  $26.50.  Discovered  fire  in  forward  bulkhead. 
Knocked  out  forward  bulkhead  door  and  extinguished  it.  At  6 : 30  p.  m. 
got  aground  off  and  to  southward  of  Currituck  Court-House.  At  8 
got  off  and  stood  for  the  entrance  of  the  North  Carolina  Canal.  Dis¬ 
covered  the  coal  on  fire  again;  came  to  anchor  and  extinguished  it. 

July  11. — At  9  [a.  m.]  passed  schooner  with  guns  for  Oregon  [Inlet], 
lying  at  anchor.  TLie  captain  certainly  is  not  in  a  hurry.  At  11:  20 
passed  schooner  Mary  Eliza,  Captain  Thompson,  standing  down  for 
Oregon  [Inlet],  with  guns  and  gun  carriages  and  lighter  in  tow  for 
Oregon  [Inlet].  Captain  Thompson  has  evidently  taken  advantage  of 
light  winds,  and  has  manifested  proper  anxiety  in  getting  his  vessel  to 
Oregon  [Inlet]..  At  12:40  [p.  m.]  passed  Nag’s  Head.  At  2:  30  [p.  m,] 
off  Croatan  light  house.  Heard  from  Captain  Hoft,  of  the  steamer 
Roanoke,  that  the  enemy  had  fired  about  40  shells  at  Oregon  Inlet  bat¬ 
tery.  Discovered  the  steamer  Currituck  standing  out  from  Oregon  Inlet 
toward  us.  Anchored  for  further  news. 

July  12. — At  6:30  a.  m.  C.  B.  Barney,  engineer  in  charge  of  Oregon 
Inlet,  and  Colonel  B.  J.  Sproel  [Spruill?],  commissary,  came  on  board 
and  reported  that  at  9  a.  m.  yesterday  three  steamers  appeared  off  the 
entrance  of  Oregon  Inlet,  two  of  which  commenced  shelling  the  works 
and  the  other  one  stood  to  the  southward  and  threw  shell  promiscuously 
over  the  island.  They  also  say  that  the  conduct  of  the  officers  was  such 
as  to  completely  demoralize  their  men,  and  a  general  stampede  took 
place.  The  engineer  had  some  130  negroes  (48  of  whom  were  slaves), 
who  broke  for  the  marshes,  and  have  not  as  yet  been  heard  from.  They 
also  suppose  that  forces  were  landed  at  New  Inlet,  and  fear  that  some 
of  the  negroes  were  captured.  Mr.  Barney  and  Colonel  Sproel’ s 
[Spruill'?]  party  left  the  island  in  a  scow,  and  succeeded  in  reaching 
Eoanoke  Island.  Boats  were  seen  to  land  afterwards,  and  it  is  sup¬ 
posed  that  the  works  are  certainly  destroyed,  and  Mr.  Barney  and 
Colonel  Sproel  [Spruill1?]  fear  that  a  number  of  muskets,  etc.,  which 
were  stowed  in  the  light  house  are  taken.  At  10  the  steamer  Roanoke, 
with  Mr.  Barney,  Captain  Johnson,  and  Captain  Thompson,  left  for 
Oregon  Inlet  to  ascertain  the  facts  and  to  return  and  report  the  facts 
to  me.  A  schooner  with  six  guns,  two  carriages,  and  a  quantity  of 
shot  arrived  here  and  anchored.  At  4:25  [p.  m.]  stood  for  Oregon 
Inlet.  Took  the  responsibility  of  sending  five  kegs  of  powder  on  board 
Captain  Thompson’s  schooner  to  have  it  in  readiness  to  serve  the  guns 
when  mounted. 
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July  13. — Sent  the  pilot  to  sound  out  the  channel.  At  10:45  a.  m. 
Mr.  Midget  came  alongside  and  left  with  me  his  black  boy  Sam  to 
assist  in  piloting  the  ship  over  the  bulkhead.  At  11 : 30  pilot  returned 
on  board,  bringing  Captain  Taylor  to  also  assist  in  piloting  the  ship.  At 
12:  35  stood  back  for  the  marshes  to  tow  Captain  Thompson’s  schooner, 
loaded  with  guns,  etc.,  up  to  the  bulkhead.  At  2  took  schooner  and 
lighter  in  tow  and  stood  back  for  the  bulkhead  off  Oregon  Inlet.  At 
4 : 35  anchored  off  the  bulkhead. 

July  11. — Another  schooner  arrived  with  guns,  etc.,  for  Oregon  Inlet. 
Captain  Dickerson  sent  an  order  to  Captain  Thompson  to  remove  his 
schooner  back  to  the  marshes,  but  I  advised  him  to  hold  on  until  General 
Gwynn  arrived.  At  6:30  p.  m.  a  steamer  appeared  to  the  southward 
which  was  believed  to  be  the  Post  Boy ,  with  General  Gwynn  and  suite. 
At  7  the  Post  Boy  came  in  and  anchored  near  us.  Boarded  her  and 
found  General  Gwynn  and  suite,  last  from  Hatteras,  with  gun  carriages, 
etc.,  for  this  place.  The  news  of  the  engagement  at  Hatteras  was  con¬ 
firmed,  and  it  was  ascertained  that  the  steamer  making  the  attack  was 
struck  three  times  with  shot,  when  she  drew  off,  dipping  her  flag  as 
a  parting  salute.  From  8  to  midnight  saw  signals  again  to  the 
southward. 

July  15. — At  8:20  [a.  m.]  Captain  Dickerson  came  off  and  informed 
me  that  it  would  require  ten  days  before  he  would  be  ready  to  mount 
any  guns,  the  previous  works  being  worthless;  moreover,  he  had  now 
with  him  ouly  about  fifteen  men.  He  expected  General  Gwynn  here 
to-day  with  more  men.  Sent  a  gang  of  men  under  boatswain’s  mate  to 
hoist  out  gun  carriages,  shot,  and  shot  heater  from  schooner  Mary  Eliza , 
and  place  them  on  a  camel,  in  readiness  to  tow  them  on  shore.  Captain 
Dickerson  signalized  me,  as  the  commanding  officer,  not  to  go  in  over 
the  bulkhead  nor  to  attempt  to  land  any  guns  now,  as  it  would  attract 
the  attention  of  the  enemy.  My  ideas  differ  from  his  in  this  respect, 
and  I  would  have  had  two  guns  mounted  and  in  readiness  for  use,  but, 
not  wishing  to  interfere  with  the  army,  I  shall  remain  where  I  am  and 
guard  the  channel  from  ingress  into  the  sound.  During  the  watch  from 
8  to  midnight  signal  lights  were  made  outside,  probably  to  some  accom¬ 
plices  on  shore.  I  hear  that  there  are  several  Northern  men  among 
our  forces  on  shore. 

July  16. — At  6:30  [a.  m.]  the  Post  Boy  got  underway  and  stood  up 
for  the  bulkhead;  shortly  after  the  Currituck  followed,  having  in  tow  a 
schooner  with  guns,  etc.  At  7  the  Post  Boy  got  aground  on  the  bulk¬ 
head  and  the  Currituck  grounded  the  schooner  on  this  side.  The  Cur¬ 
rituck  cast  off  and  went  alongside  the  Post  Boy ,  and  thence  to  the  shore. 
In  the  evening  the  Post  Boy  followed  and  returned  outside  at  5  and 
went  alongside  of  a  schooner  for  wood.  The  schooner  Mary  Eliza  got 
underway  and  stood  for  the  anchorage  off  the  fortifications.  A  boat 
came  alongside  and  reported  a  large  steamer  lying  off  and  on,  off  the 
inlet  outside;  supposed  to  be  the  same  engaged  in  the  bombardment 
of  the  works.  At  6:30  General  Gwynn  and  suite  came  on  board  to  visit 
the  ship.  General  Gwynn  informed  me  that  he  had  placed  Colonel  Mor¬ 
ris  in  command  on  shore,  and  requested  that  I  would  render  him  assist¬ 
ance  any  way  I  could,  and  concurred  in  the  great  importance  of  guard¬ 
ing  the  entrance  into  the  sound.  Colonel  Sproel  [Spruill?]  and  Captain 
Dickerson  also  came  on  board.  Let  them  have  the  use  of  my  boat  to 
get  on  board  the  steamer  Roanoke ,  they  being  bound  to  Edenton  for 
hands  to  work  the  fortifications.  At  8  the  steamer  got  underway  for 
Edenton. 


792  NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

$ 

V 

July  18.— No  signals  seen  on  shore  and  no  steamer  in  sight  along  the 
coast.  That  the  enemy  have  some  spies  on  shore  there  can  be  no  doubt. 
When  any  of  the  blockading  vessels  are  lying  off  and  on  at  night,  sig¬ 
nals  have  always  been  seen  on  shore.  At  5  [a.  m.  j  stood  up  for  the  bulk¬ 
head.  At  5:30  anchored  about  1  mile  from  the  fortifications.  The 
schooner  Lynnhaven ,  with  coal,  etc.,  for  us,  came  up  and  anchored  near 
our  old  anchorage. 

July  19. — At  3  [a.  m.  j  determined  to  go  over  the  bulkhead  to  the  inlet 
and  insist  upon  the  guns  being  mounted  immediately.  After  getting 
aground  several  times  and  backing  off,  lowered  a  boat  and  sounded 
until  we  found  the  narrow  channel,  some  40  feet  wide,  and  passed  over 
bulkhead.  I  had  always  been  informed  that  after  passing  over  bulk¬ 
head  we  dropped  into  18  feet  of  water  and  no  further  difficulty  would 
offer  in  going  up  the  inlet.  This  information  proved,  as  most  informa¬ 
tion  has  here,  to  be  false.  We  had  great  trouble,  much  hard  work,  and 
placed  in  a  dangerous  position,  until  we  finally  brought  up  in  some  3 
feet  water.  The  shore  pilot  came  off;  we  finally  anchored  near  the 
marsh,  the  tide  running  out  and  very  strong;  this  placed  the  vessel  in 
such  a  position  as  to  prevent  the  use  of  the  gun  to  seaward.  Got  under¬ 
way  again,  dropped  near  the  shore,  ran  a  hawser  on  shore  to  a  stake, 
and  sprung  the  vessel  around  to  the  westward.  Made  preparations  for 
a  night  attack.  Received  the  following  note  from  Colonel  Morris,  com¬ 
manding  officer:  “A  schooner  passed  north  yesterday  at  7  p.  m.,  with 
fore-topsails  and  brailed  foresail,  evidently  a  man-of-war  of  the  revenue 
class.  At  9  a.  m.  this  day  a  three-masted  steamer  was  visible  in  the 
northeast  quarter,  watching  us.  She  is  now  out  of  sight.” 

July  20. — Got  up  steam  and  assisted  in  backing  up  against  the  wind 
and  tide.  The  tide  runs  here  stronger  than  I  have  ever  witnessed  in 
any  part  of  the  world,  rushing  through  the  inlet  seaward  6  or  8  miles 
per  hour.  No  ordinary  anchor  would  prevent  a  vessel  from  drifting- 
out  to  sea,  and  it  was  fortunate  that  we  got  alongside  the  marsh ;  other¬ 
wise  we  must  have  drifted  out.  The  steamer  Currituck  stood  up  for 
Nag’s  Head.  The  Post  Boy  came  in  and  anchored  in  the  sound  outside 
the  bulkhead.  I  examined  the  works  thrown  up,  and  find  them  a  com¬ 
plete  abortion  for  the  purpose  designed.  They  had  just  placed  a  gun 
in  position  without  any  rigging,  and  had  another  ready.  Colonel  Mor¬ 
ris  said  that  was  the  first  work  (to  day)  performed  by  the  volunteers. 
They  had  previously  refused  to  do  any  work.  Whilst  at  the  fort,  Captain 
Lee,  C.  S.  Army,  son  of  General  Lee,  landed  from  the  Post  Boy's  boats 
and  visited  the  works;  also  an  engineer.  They  are  on  a  tour  of  inspec¬ 
tion.  Captain  Lee  spoke  of  alterations  for  protecting  the  men  from 
seaward  and  south  and  eastward  immediately.  I  established  a  set  of 
signals  and  sent  a  man  at  daylight  to  the  light  house  to  look  out  for 
vessels,  to  be  relieved  every  four  hours  until  dark.  No  vessels  in  sight 
to-day.  More  preparations  for  a  night  attack. 

July  21. — [Fully  covered  by  report  on  page  21. — Compilers.] 

July  22. — At  11  a.  m.  a  signal  was  waved  from  the  light  house.  Sent 
a  boat  on  shore.  Received  a  note  from  Colonel  Morris  saying  that  a 
large  ship  was  coming  down  from  the  northward,  supposed  to  be  a  man- 
of-war,  but  if  a  merchantman  a  red  flag  would  be  shown.  At  11:15 
the  Currituck  came  out  and  anchored  near  us,  to  be  out  of  danger 
should  the  ship  prove  to  be  a  man-of-war.  Colonel  Morris  sent  off  a 
note  saying  he  had  12  rounds  of  ammunition  ready,  but  no  wads,  and 
asked  for  12.  I  sent  him  24. 

July  24. — Got  off  the  bank  south  side  of  the  channel,  and  in  the 
morning  would  have  got  over  the  bulkhead,  but  the  wind  having  blown 
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the  water  out  of  the  sound,  struck  ou  a  flat;  ran  out  anchors  and  made 
all  efforts  to  get  off.  The  constant  firing  of  the  engine,  thumping  and 
jerking,  did  great  injury  to  the  bearing  and  gearing  of  the  machinery. 
Continued  at  intervals  during  the  day  [trying]  to  get  off,  but  failed  to 
do  so.  The  Post  Boy  came  in,  and  by  her  heard  of  the  great  and 
glorious  battle  at  Manassas.  The  enemy’s  loss  reported  at  16,000,  our 
loss  at  4,000.  This  victory  was  hailed  with  joyous  delight  and  gave 
new  vigor  to  our  crew. 

July  25. — At  2  [a.  m.  ]  we  had  the  satisfaction  of  getting  over  afloat, 
and  I  hope  never  to  be  compelled  to  try  to  enter  this  most  tortuous  and 
treacherous  inlet.  At  9:30  passed  the  marshes;  saw  Colonel  Sproel 
[Spruill!]  on  board  of  a  schooner  with  a  number  of  negroes,  bound  for 
Oregon  Inlet.  At  4,  made  fast  to  the  wharf  at  Elizabeth  City  [N.  C.j 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  on  board  water  casks.  After  making  efforts 
of  many  citizens  (who  appeared  indifferent  about  making  any  exertions 
to  supply  us)  we  finally  got  information  that  the  State  had  a  number  of 
40-gallon  casks  in  the  arsenal  in  charge  of  Captain  Vaughn;  made  out 
a  requisition  for  the  use  of  this  vessel  ten  40-gallon  casks  and  some 
sperm  oil  which  belonged  to  the  light-house. 

July  26. — Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.  Getting  engine  in  order,  making 
repairs,  etc. 

July  27. — Saluted  the  city  with  one  gun  and  steamed  away  for  Oregon 
Inlet;  hove  to  off'  Roanoke  Marshes.  At  7:20  [p.  m.]  came  to  anchor 
off  Oregon  Inlet. 

July  28. — There  was  to-day  considerable  interchange  of  news  between 
the  three  steamers  and  the  large  sailing  frigate  which  is  backing  and 
filling  to  the  southward  of  the  fort.  I  am  surprised  no  attack  was 
made  by  such  a  big  force.  Colonel  Morris  wrote  me  a  note,  saying 
that  they  were  tolerably  strong,  but  would  like  to  have  the  use  of  my 
long  32. 1  We  nearly  ruined  the  steamer  and  engine  in  getting  over  the 
bulkhead  and  coming  out  when  last  there,  and  without  it  is  of  vital 
importance  I  do  not  desire  to  try  it  again.  I,  however,  offered  myself 
and  the  volunteers  from  my  vessel  to  assist  in  working  the  guns  at  the 
fort  in  case  an  attack  was  made.  If  the  water  was  deep  enough,  I 
would  not  hesitate  to  go  up  and  select  my  position;  but  to  do  so  with 
the  certainty  of  getting  aground  in  range  of  the  enemy’s  heavy  guns  is 
reckless  foolishness,  and,  moreover,  1  do  not  think  that  250  men  with  4 
heavy  guns  mounted  and  ready  for  use  should  ask  ot  me  to  put  my 
vessel  and  one  gun  under  the  battery  of  four  40-gun  frigates.  One  of 
the  steamers  was  doubtless  the  Roanolce ,  with  the  new  flag-officer,  Pen- 
dergrast,  on  her  way  to  the  Gulf,  as  she  received  a  salute  from  one  of 
the  steamers  and  proceeded  southward.  One  of  the  other  steamers 
proceeded  down  the  coast  about  15  [miles]  to  Chickamicomico  and 
opened  a  heavy  shelling,  which  we  could  plainly  see  from  our  mast¬ 
head,  on  a  wrecked  brig,  run  on  shore  by  a  prize  crew,  chased  by  a 
steamer.  The  pilot  boat  Yorlc  had  captured  it  with  a  cargo  of  staves 
and  a  sugar  mill.  The  enemy  fired  some  30  or  40  shells  and  finally 
succeeded  in  setting  fire  to  a  part  of  the  cargo  which  had  been  landed. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  island  fled  in  dismay,  leaving  everything  to  the 
enemy  should  he  land.  Some  five  or  six  boats  passed  here  on  their 
way  to  Roanoke  Island,  filled  with  women  and  a  surprisingly  great 
number  of  small  children  for  such  a  small  population.  They  were  badly 
frightened.  At  sunset  only  one  of  the  enemy’s  ships  in  sight,  and  that 
the  same  sailing  frigate  that  was  off  last  evening,  keeping  her  position 
some  G  or  8  miles  to  the  southward.  They  don’t  allow  any  prizes  to  be 
caught  at  this  station.  I  am  nevertheless  ready  to  meet  any  number 
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of  launches  they  may  please  to  send  to  the  sound,  and,  as  they  hang 
around  New  Inlet,  it  may  he  that  they  intend  to  try  that  inlet  and  take 
me  in  the  rear. 

July  29. — At  9 :  40  [a.  m.]  got  under  way  for  Ocracoke.  At  7 :  30  [p.  m.] 
came  to  anchor  off  Old  Swash. 

July  30. — At  6  [a.  m.]  the  swash  pilot  came  on  board  and  took  charge, 
piloting  us  in  Wallace’s  Channel  and  opposite  Portsmouth  [N.  C.) ;  came 
to  anchor  at  8.  At  6:30  the  Post  Boy  arrived  from  New  Berne,  N.  C. 
One  of  her  officers  came  alongside,  bringing  a  document  to  Captain 
Duvall  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

July  31. — At  7 : 30  [a.  m.]  the  pilot  came  on  board  and  took  us  outside 
the  bar;  discovered  a  large  steamer  outside;  returned,  and  came  to 
anchor  opposite  the  fort  and  distant  probably  2  miles.  At  2  p.  m.  sent 
two  of  the  crew  to  the  light-house  on  Ocracoke  Island  to  signalize  the 
approach  of  vessels. 

August  1. — The  lookout  at  the  light-house  signalized  a  man-of-war 
steamer  to  the  southward.  At  12  m.  cleared  ship  for  action  and  got  the 
ship  ready  for  slipping  cable.  Enemy  stood  down  for  the  entrance  and 
laid  to  for  some  time,  then  stood  back  close  inshore,  reconnoitering  the 
harbor,  and  finally  steamed  away  to  the  northward.  At  3 : 25  called  all 
hands  to  quarters  and  prepared  the  ship  for  action,  bringing  our  gun 
to  bear  on  the  steamer  standing  in  for  the  entrance  and  which  after¬ 
wards  was  ascertained  to  be  the  Mariner.  At  4: 25  the  Mariner  came 
to  anchor  in  the  Old  Swash.  At  5  p.  m.  steamer  JEdicards  signalized, 
bearing  to  the  southward.  At  5 :  30  the  Bdwards  came  to  anchor  in 
Wallace’s  Channel. 

August  2. — At  7:30  [a.  m.]  the  Mariner  put  to  sea,  returning  and 
anchoring  in  W allace’s  Channel.  At  10 : 15  the  Post  Boy  came  to  anchor 
off  Beating  [Beacon “?[  Island.  At  12:40  steamer  signalized  from  the 
light-house,  which  was  soon  discovered  to  be  the  privateer  Gordon , 
bound  to  the  northward. 

August  3. — At  5 : 10  [a.  m.]  a  fore -and- after  reported  off  the  bar.  Got 
up  steam  immediately  and  at  5:30  stood  out  in  chase  of  schooner,  the 
privateer  Teaser  also  getting  up  steam.  At  6: 15  crossed  the  bar,  the 
steamer  Teaser  standing  out  after  us.  Stood  up  N.  E.  by  E.  for  the  chase, 
and  when  near  enough  to  see  her,  a  squall  of  rain  being  between  us 
and  the  schooner,  saw  a  steamer  near  her,  which  we  took  to  be  the 
Gordon ,  and  being  satisfied  that  we  had  lost  the  prize  stood  back  again 
for  our  anchorage.  The  Teaser  stood  on  for  the  schooner.  The  Gordon 
finally  left  the  schooner  and  stood  in  for  Hatteras.  The  Teaser  went 
alongside  of  the  schooner  and  afterwards  left  her  and  stood  out  to  sea. 
The  schooner  must  have  been  one  of  our  own  vessels  or  under  British 
colors  and  clearance.  Took  up  our  usual  anchorage.  Sent  a  boat  with 
pilot  and  second  master  to  erect  a  proper  mast  for  signals.  At  10:45 
a  sail  reported  in  sight  to  the  southward.  At  11 : 20  the  steamer  Colonel 
Hill  hove  in  sight.  At  12 :  30  got  underway  and  stood  out  for  a  three- 
masted  schooner,  and,  on  nearing  her,  discovered  the  Gordon  near  by 
and  that  the  schooner  was  sailing  under  British  colors  and  bound  to  one 
of  our  ports — New  Berne,  I  think;  returned  to  our  anchorage. 

August  4. — At  daylight  signal  made  from  the  lookout  at  Ocracoke 
light-house,  “Man-of-war  to  the  northward.”  The  Mariner  and  Gordon 
went  to  sea.  The  Gordon  stood  to  the  northward  and  eastward,  the 
Mariner  to  the  southward  and  eastward.  Signals  made  from  the  light¬ 
house,  “Several  sail  in  sight.”  Waiting  the  appearance  of  the  man-of- 
war  signalized.  At  11,  not  seeing  any  man-of  war,  concluded  to  go  out 
to  sea,  and  got  underway,  crossed  the  bar,  and  stood  out  to  sea  S.  E.  by 
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E.  and  ran  out  about  10  miles.  Saw  tlie  smoke  of  a  steamer  to  the  north¬ 
ward  and  eastward.  A  thick,  black  squall  of  rain  setting  in  ahead  of 
us  and  shutting  oft'  our  view  to  seaward,  and  not  considering  it  proper 
to  go  out  farther,  a  signal  made  from  the  light  house  which  we  read  to 
be  “A  man-of-war  to  the  northward,”  stood  iu  for  the  bar  and  steamed 
up  to  our  anchorage.  Sent  to  the  light-house;  signal  was  wrong,  and 
that  no  man-of-war  was  in  sight.  Also  learned  that  the  Winslow  had 
towed  one  brig  into  Hatteras  and  the  Gordon  two  schooners.  The  man 
at  the  lookout  said  had  we  stood  on  (which  we  should  have  done  if  the 
signal  had  been  made  right)  twenty  minutes  longer  we  would  have 
come  up  with  a  schooner,  the  thick  rain  squall  preventing  us  from  see¬ 
ing  her.  At  4: 30  the  Ellis  came  in  and  anchored  near  Portsmouth, 
Captain  Muse  commanding.  At  5:20  the  Junaluska  came  in  and 
anchored  near  Portsmouth,  having  on  board  Commodore  Barron  and 
suite,  on  a  tour  of  inspection  to  the  different  stations.  Captain  Cooke, 
of  the  Edwards ,  reported  his  ship  as  being  entirely  worthless,  the 
boilers  worn  out  and  the  timbers  of  his  vessel  rotten. 

August  5. — At  9:15  [a.  m.]  sent  a  boat  to  the  light-house  to  give 
instruction  relative  to  signals  and  to  attach  halyards  for  the  purpose 
of  more  distinctly  displaying  the  signals  to  us.  Signal  made  from  the 
light  house  on  Ocracoke  “A  small  sail  to  the  northward  and  eastward,” 
which  proved  to  be  the  privateer  York ,  which  stood  off  to  the  south¬ 
ward  and  eastward.  At  7  the  Gordon  came  in  and  anchored  inshore  of 
us.  No  chance  for  the  Beaufort  as  long  as  these  fast  steamers  are  here. 

August  6. — At  2  p.  m.  the  steamer  Post  Boy  came  m  and  anchored 
inshore,  near  Portsmouth.  At  5 : 40  a  fore-and-aft  schooner  went  to 
sea;  stood  for  the  east. 

August  7. — At  7:30  [a.  m.]  the  steamer  Curlew  came  to  anchor  in 
Wallace’s  Channel.  At  3: 15  [p.  m.]  lookout  for  light-house  signalized 
“Man-of-war  to  the  northward,”  which,  on  nearing  the  land,  discovered 
to  be  an  English  steamship.  She  displayed  her  colors,  which  we 
answered  by  hoisting  the  English  ensign  at  the  fore.  She  steamed 
along  close  inshore,  slowly,  and  disappeared  to  the  southward  down 
the  coast. 

August  8.— At  5:55  [p.  m.]  the  steamer  Albemarle  came  in  and 
anchored  near  Portsmouth  [N.  C.]. 

August  9—  At  10  [a.  m.]  the  schooner  Isabella  Bllis ,  having  finished 
discharging  gun  carriages  at  the  fort,  made  sail  and  took  her  departure 
for  Oregon  Inlet.  At  11 : 30  the  Post  Boy  came  in  and  anchored  off  the 
fort. 

August  10. — At  9:55  [a.  in.]  the  schooner  Crinoline  came  m  from 
Hatteras  and  anchored  off  the  fort. 

August  11. — At  9:10  [a.  m.]  a  boat  from  the  fort  came  alongside  hav¬ 
ing  on  board  Captain  Hanks,  from  whom  we  learned  that  a  few  days 
since  the  privateer  York ,  of  Norfolk,  Ya.,  was  chased  by  the  Federal 
steamer  Monticello  [Union]  and  so  closely  pressed  as  to  cause  the  crew 
of  the  York  to  beach,  set  fire  to,  and  abandon  her  near  New  Inlet.  At 
11 : 30  the  steamer  Colonel  Hill  took  departure.  At  12 : 10  the  schooner 
Crinoline  also  left  Hatteras. 

August  13. — At  4:35  a.  m.  pilot  boat  [arrived]  and  delivered  a  letter 
to  the  captain.  At  1:30  p.  m.  the  steamer  Gordon  came  in  and 
anchored  off  Portsmouth  [N.  C.].  At  2:20  the  schooner  Isabella  took 
her  departure. 

August  14. — At  7:35  a.  m.  stood  out  through  the  Old  Swash  tor  New 
Berne.  At  5: 15  p.  in.  came  to  anchor  at  New  Berne  and  saluted  with 
one  gun. 
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August  15. — Lying  at  anchor  in  New  Berne  Harbor. 

August  20. — At  8:30  a.  m.  steamer  Winslow  hove  in  sight,  having  in 
tow  prize  tug  Itasca.  At  10 : 30  left  the  harbor  and  started  for  Ocra- 
coke  Inlet.  At  5 : 20  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  in  the  mouth  of  Broad  Creek. 

August  21. — At  6:30  a.  m.  ran  out  into  the  sound,  but  finding  .that 
we  could  make  no  headway,  on  account  of  the  strong  head  wind  and 
heavy  sea,  came  back  to  the  mouth  of  Broad  Greek. 

August  22. — At  4:30  a.  m.  weighed  anchor.  Left  schooners  Isabella 
Ellis  and  Lady  Antrim  in  harbor.  At  7 : 30  passed  the  steamer  Colonel 
Hill,  bound  to  Washington.  At  9  passed  the  steamer  Ellis ;  at  9:05 
passed  light-boat;  at  9:30  came  alongside  the  schooner  Alexina ,  at 
anchor  in  Wale’s  [Wallace’s!]  Channel,  to  take  in  coal.  At  9:  40  Colonel 
Bradford  went  ashore  to  Portsmouth.  Steamer  Edwards  at  anchor 
in  Wale’s  [Wallace’s!]  Channel.  At  7:40  p.  m.  steamer  Ellis  came  in 
and  anchored  in  Wallace’s  Channel. 

August  24. — Steamers  Edwards  and  Ellis  at  anchor  in  Wallace’s 
Channel.  At  3:20  p.  m.  steamer  Colonel  Hill  came  to  anchor  off  and 
near  Portsmouth.  Crew  variously  employed  on  board  ship. 

[The  log  book  of  this  vessel  ends  here. — Compilers.] 
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Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Blockade  of. 

Communication  from  W.  N.  W.  Hewett .  184 

Orders  and  instructions,  L.  M.  Goldshorough .  280, 

285,  329,  334,  335,  358,  391,  436,  456,  465 

Eeports  of 

Armstrong,  James  F .  679 

Cavendy,  Edward .  477 

Prentiss,  George  A .  416,  486 
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Beaufort,  N.  C. — Continued.  Pago. 

Defenses  of.  Communications  from 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  181 

Williams,  G.C .  182 

Beautiful  Star,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  447 

Beebe,  John.  Mentioned .  338 

Beernan,  Boatswain's  mate.  Mentioned .  382 

Bebm,  Charles  F.  W. 

Correspondence  with  L.  M.  Goldsborougli .  358 

Mentioned .  527,  551,  587,  665 

Reports  of. 

Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina.  Battle  of,  February  7  and  8,  1862.  569,571 

Southfield,  U.  S.  S.  Movements  of . . .  522 

Bell,  Henry  H.  Mentioned .  544 

Bell,  Wise,  Johnson  &  Co.  Mentioned .  236 

Bella,  Brig.  Mentioned .  101 

Belloue,  H.  I.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  507 

Belvedere,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  416 

Ben  Dunning,  Brig.  Sailing  letter  issued  to .  52 

Ben  Morgan,  U.  S.  ship.  Mentioned .  102,  603 

Benjamin,  John.  See  John  Benjamin,  Schooner. 

Benjamin,  Judah  P.  Mentioned .  728,  736,  739,  759,  760,  762,  765 

For  correspondence,  see  War  Department,  C.  S. 

Benjamin,  Thomas.  See  Thomas  Benjamin,  Schooner. 

Bennet,  Stephen.  Mentioned .  180 

Bentley,  J.  W.  Mentioned . : .  102 

Benton,  Captain.  Mentioned .  482 

Bermuda,  Steamer. 

Entrance  of,  into  Savannah,  Ga .  279,  286,  287,  300,  302,  322 

Mentioned .  146, 164, 169-171, 176, 190,  201,  203, 213, 

*214,  265,  305,  323,  330,  331,  367,  368,  411,  444,  509,  510,  512,  513,  653,  683,  684 

Bermuda,  U.  S.  Consul  at.  Mentioned .  479 

Betts,  Samuel  R.  Mentioned .  202 

Beverly,  British  schooner. 

Capture  of .  283,  284 

Mentioned .  210 

Bibbey,  Sarah.  See  Sarah  Bibheij,  Vessel. 

Bier,  George  H.  Correspondence  with  commandant  of  Norfolk  navy  yard. ..  772 

Bierwirth,  Leopold.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  77 

Billings,  Henry  R.  Mentioned .  317 

Bird,  Captain.  Mentioned .  455 

Bird,  William.  Mentioned .  235 

Birch,  Daniel.  Mentioned .  338 

Birch,  George.  Mentioned .  339 

Birch,  Henry.  Mentioned .  338 

Birch,  James  C.  Mentioned .  338 

Birch,  John.  Mentioned . - .  338 

Birch,  John  R.  Mentioned . • .  35,37 

Birch,  Joshua  W.  Mentioned .  339 

Birch,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  338 

Birch,  William.  Mentioned .  338 

Black  Warrior,  C.  S.  schooner. 

Destruction  of .  307,  608,  622 

Mentioned .  °95,  597,  623,  635 

Blackiston,  Henry  R.  Mentioned .  696 

Blackiston,  John.  Mentioned .  236 
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Blackwell,  Manuel.  Mentioned . 

Blackwell,  Solomon.  Mentioned .  81 

Blake,  Admiral.  See  Admiral  Blalce ,  British  harkentine. 

Blanch,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  285 

Blatchford,  John  T.  Mentioned .  237 

Blockade  of  Southern  ports. 

Communications  from 

Dunlop,  Hugh .  27^ 

Hewett,  W.  N.  . . 

Hickley,  H.  . .  85 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  6-8,  53,  98, 110, 178,  42o 

Treasury  Department,  U.  S .  7® 

State  Department,  U.  S .  778 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Goldsborough,  L.  M .  266,  281,  307,  419,  652 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  50,  93, 162,  210,  233,  252,  454,  498,  528 

Proclamation  of  President,  U.  S .  90 

Reports  of 

Goldsborough,  L.  M .  281,418 

Mercer,  Samuel .  254 

Stringham,  S.  H .  66,  69,  203 

See  also  Blockade  runners.  Movements  of. 

Blockade  runners. 

Capture  of.  See  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.  Captures  made  by;  also, 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.  Captures  made  by. 

Destruction  of.  Reports  of 

Livingston,  J.  W . - .  85 

Stringham,  S.  H .  85 

Movements  of. 

Communications  from  * 

Barnard,  George  M .  302 

Boston,  Mass.,  U.  S.  collector  of  customs  at .  243 

Boston,  Mass.,  U.  S.  marshal  at .  258 

Brennan,  Ed  . .  370,  685 

Brown  Brothers  &  Co.  and  Howard  Potter .  118 

Cushing,  Andre .  482 

Falmouth,  U.  S.  consul  at .  203 

Godfrey,  N.  P .  Ill 

Goldsborough,  L.  M .  391 

Great  Britain,  U.  S.  minister  to .  47, 176,  243,  265,  330,  406 

Gunnison,  N .  354 

Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  U.  S.  consul  at. .  171,  210,  227,  258,  274,  320 

Havana,  U.  S.  consul-general  at .  117,  479 

Kittredge,  J.,  &  Co .  72 

Leeds,  England,  U.  S.  consul  at . 190 

Liverpool,  Anonymous .  98 

Liverpool,  U.  S.  consul  at . 34, 

47,  48, 117, 146, 169-171,  213,  411,  450,  462,  509,  510,  530,  653,  666,  683 

London,  U.  S.  consul  at -  164, 171,  213,  368,  443,  444,  448,  454,  460-462,  519 

McPherson,  E.  M .  176 

MacRae,  J.  and  D.,  &  Co .  468 

Mansfield,  J.  K.  F .  671 

Massachusetts,  Adjutant-general  of .  165 

Massachusetts,  U.  S.  district  attorney  for .  482 

Massachusetts,  U.  S.  marshal  for .  189 
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Blockade  runners — Continued.  Page. 

Movements  of. 

Communications  from 

Nassau,  New  Providence,  U.  S.  consul  at . .  '  406 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  19,  33,  46,  65,  68,  88,  96, 100, 

115,  117,  146, 164, 169, 171, 176, 189, 190,  200,  201,  210,  213,  227,  243,  250,  258, 
265,  272,  274,  278,  279,  286,  305,  314,  329,  355,  356,  367,  389,  395,  405,  411,  443, 
447-449,  454,  460,  473,  479,  509,  512,  519,  530,  549,  603,  653,  670,  671,  683,  685 

New  York,  Collector  of  customs  at .  76 

Olney,  Jeremiali .  279,300 

Portland,  Me.,  Collector  of  customs  at .  200 

Putnam,  J.  O .  513 

St.  Jolm,  New  Brunswick,  U.  S.  consul  at .  97,  201 

Seeller,  Elbridge .  189 

State  Department,  U.  S .  33, 164-166, 190,  201,  202,  330,  368,  510 

Stoddard,  Charles .  202 

Tampico,  Mexico,  U.  S.  consul  at .  395,396 

Treasury  Department,  U.  S .  76,  243 

Turkey,  U.  S.  minister  to .  532 

Turk’s  Islands,  U.  S.  consul  at .  228-231 

War  Department,  U.  S .  66 

Waskro,  R.  T .  98-100 

Reports  of 

Armstrong,  James  F .  679 

Glisson,  O.  S .  511 

Goldshorough,  L.  M .  287 

Sands,  Thomas . 389 

Persons  captured  on  board  of,  retained  as  witnesses .  498 

Blocking  of  Southern  harbors.  See  Obstruction  of  Southern  harbors  by  sink¬ 
ing  vessels  loaded  until  stone. 

Blossom,  Benjamin.  Mentioned .  28,  29 

Bloxom,  Elijah.  Mentioned .  339 

Bloxon,  Richard.  Mentioned .  338 

Blunt,  E.  and  G.  W.  Mentioned .  94 

Bogert,  Jacob  W.  Mentioned .  413 

Bombshell,  Floating  battery.  Mentioned .  472,  473 

Bonsall,  Eliza.  See  Eliza  Bonsall,  Ship. 

Bonsall,  William  R.  Mentioned .  102 

Booker,  Mr.  Mentioned .  36 

Boomer,  Ephraim. 

Mentioned .  527,  551,  558 

Report  of  battle  of  Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina,  February  7  and  8, 1862.  578 

Booth,  Covington.  Mentioned .  338 

Booth,  John.  Mentioued .  338 

Booth,  William.  Mentioned .  339 

Borland,  Mr.  Mentioned .  370 

Boston,  Henry.  Mentioued .  338 

Boston,  Mass.,  U.  S.  Collector  of  Customs  at. 

Correspondence  with  Treasury  Department,  II.  S .  243 

Mentioned .  257 

Boston,  Mass,  U.  S.  Marshal  at.  Correspondence  witli 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  189,258 

Seeller,  Elbridge .  189 

Boston,  William.  Mentioued .  675 

Bowden,  Crippen,  jr.  Mentioued .  339 

Bowden,  Crippen,  sr.  Mentioned . 339 
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Bowden,  Littleton.  Mentioned .  338 

Bowden,  Parker.  Mentioned .  339 

Bowen,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  338 

Bowen,  William.  Mentioned .  338 

Boyd,  Robert,  jr.  Mentioned .  !63 

Bracket,  Abby.  See  Abby  Bracket,  Schooner. 

Bradford,  Abby.  See  Abby  Bradford,  Schooner. 

Bradford,  Charles.  Mentioned .  338 

Bradford,  James  A.  J.  Mentioned . - .  138,  139,  144,251,  /96 

Bragg,  Seaman.  Mentioned.. . 596 

Braine,  Daniel  L. 

Correspondence  -with 

Goldsborough,  L.  M .  255,  261,  329,  384,  417,  478 

Marston,  John .  541 

Mentioned .  127,  280,  291,  324,  327,  386,  484,  511,  519, 542 

Reports  of. 

Kinnakeet,  N.  C.  Engagement  between  U.  S.  S.  Monticello  and  Con¬ 
federates  at,  October  5,  1861 .  291 

Monticello,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of . .  546 

New  Inlet,  North  Carolina.  Engagement  between  U.  S.  S.  Monticello 

and  mashed  battery  at,  November  18, 1861 .  440 

Providencia,  Spanish  bark.  Case  of .  385 

Wilmington,  N.  C.  Blockade  of .  499 

Brandywine,  U.  S.  ship. 

Mentioned . - .  367,  496,  603,  694 

Movements  of .  394,  408 

Bransford,  Private.  Mentioned .  626 

Brant,  Captain.  Mentioned . - .  18 

Branton,  William.  Mentioned .  199 

Braxton,  Caxter.  Mentioned .  81 

Braziliera,  U  S.  bark. 

Collision  with  U.  S.  bark  Amanda .  680 

Mentioned .  359,  375,  391,  437,  486,  496,  603 

Orders  for  movements . ! -  358 

Breese,  Samuel  L.  Mentioned .  30,96 

Brennan,  Ed.  Correspondence  with  J.  Pollaky .  370,685 

Bridgers,  John  L.  Mentioned .  726 

Briggs,  William  H. 

Correspondence  with  Catesby  ap  R.  Jones .  702 

Mentioned . - .  700 

Bright,  George  S. 

Mentioned .  627 

Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  Miami .  648 

Brinker,  Henry.  See  Henry  Br inker,  U.  S.  S. 

Brisk,  British  brig.  Mentioned .  389,  390 

British  Minister  to  the  United  States.  Correspondence  with  State  Depart¬ 
ment,  U.  S .  505-507 

British  Ownership.  Transfer  of  American  vessels  to. 

Communications  from 

Liverpool,  U.  S.  vice-consul  at .  47,48 

London,  U,  S.  vice-consul  at . 47 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  46,  395 

Tampico,  Mexico,  U.  S.  consul  at .  395,  396 

Report  of  G.  J.  Pendergrast .  90 
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British  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs.  Page. 

Correspondence  with  U.  S.  minister  to  Great  Britain .  176 

Mentioned .  54 

British  Queen,  Schooner.  Capture  of . 675 

Brondine,  Etrick.  Mentioned .  199 

Brooke,  John  M.  Mentioned .  728,731 

Brookes,  Robert.  Mentioned .  9 

Brooklyn,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned . ; .  302 

Movements  of . 494 

Brooks,  Henry  C.  See  Henry  C.  Brooks,  Brig. 

Brooks,  John  A.  J.  Mentioned .  566,615 

Brown  Brothers  &  Co. 

Correspondence  with  State  Department,  U.  S .  118 

Mentioned .  117 

Brown,  G.  H.  Mentioned .  783 

Brown,  Lewis  A.  Mentioned .  127 

Brown,  Robert  E.  Mentioned .  569 

Brown,  Shipley  &  Co.  Mentioned . 341 

Brown,  W.  H.  Mentioned . •  37 

Brown,  William.  Mentioned .  199 

Brown,  Wyatt  M.  Mentioned .  127,128,142 

Browne,  George  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Goldshorough,  L.  M .  463 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  437 

Mentioned .  463,601,602 

Reports  of. 

Fanny  Lee,  Schooner.  Boarding  of .  601 

Fernandina,  U.  S.  hark.  Movements  of .  459 

Little  River  Inlet,  North  Carolina.  Affair  in,  December  13,  1861. ..  473,  474 

William  H.  Northrup,  Schooner.  Capture  of .  487 

Bruce,  K.  L.  See  K.  L.  Bruce,  Schooner. 

Bruce,  Robert.  See  Robert  Bruce,  Brig. 

Brussels,  U.  S.  Minister  to.  Mentioned .  530,603 

Bryan,  Henry.  Correspondence  with  De  Lagnel,  J.  A .  753 

Bryant,  Henry.  Mentioned .  560,  581 

Bryant,  Nathaniel  C.  Mentioned .  163 

Brynes,  W.  H.  Mentioned . . . . . - . - .  653 

Bryson,  Andrew. 

Correspondence  with 

Goldshorough,  L.  M .  490,645 

Marston,  John .  629 

Musgrave,  William .  644 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  457 

Williams,  Thomas .  630 

Reports  of. 


New  Inlet,  North  Carolina.  Obstruction  of,  by  Confederates .  529 

Buchanan,  Franklin. 

Appointed  to  command  James  River  defenses .  776 

Correspondence  with 

Barney,  Joseph  N .  752,768 

Jones,  C.  ap  R .  142 

Minor,  R.  D .  304a 

Navy  Department,  C.  S .  134,  779,  780 
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Buchanan,  Franklin — Continued.  »  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Simms,  C.  C .  741- 

Tucker,  John  R .  756,  765,  766,  771,  776,  779 

Whittle,  William  C .  734 

Mentioned .  731,734,768,770,779 

Buchanan,  McKean.  Mentioned .  748 

Buckley,  Nathan.  Mentioned .  581 

Buckmaster,  Ezekiel.  Mentioned .  94 

Buckner,  S.  B.  Mentioned .  650 

Buckner,  William  P.  Mentioned .  695 

Budd,  Thomas  A.  Mentioned .  314 

Bulloch,  James  D.  Mentioned .  331,411,450 

Bunch,  Robert.  See  Charleston,  S.  C.,  British  Consul  at. 

Bunker,  Mr.  Mentioned . 470 

Burdett,  Frances.  See  Frances  Burdett,  Schooner. 

Burgwyn,  H.  K.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  C.  S .  721 

Burke,  Martin.  Mentioned .  88, 105, 132 

Burke,  William  E.  Mentioned .  478,641,693 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E. 

Correspondence  with 

Goldsborough,  L.  M .  468,  469,  472,  494,  500,  672 

McClellan,  George  B .  507 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  493 

Mentioned .  468,  489,  495,  523,  526,  527,  532,  536, 

539,  541,  544,  554,  555,  563,  564,  578,  580-593,  600,  636,  656,  694,  756,  763,  767 

Proclamation  to  the  people  of  North  Carolina .  639 

Burnside  Fleet.  See  Boanoke  Island,  North  Carolina.  Preparations  for  expe¬ 
dition  to. 

Burr,  Henry.  Mentioned .  81 

Burtwhedellin,  John.  Mentioned .  338 

Burwell’s  Bay.  Construction  of  batteries  in. 

Communication  from  Benjamin  S.  Ewell .  698 

Orders  and  instructions  from  Robert  E.  Lee .  697,  698 

Report  of  Catesby  ap  R.  Jones .  699 

Butler,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned  . .  721,  722 

Butler,  Andrew  J.  Mentioned .  278 

Butler,  Benjamin  F. 

Correspondence  with  Peirce  Crosby .  73 

Mentioned .  12, 18,  25,  33, 

34,  40,  70,  74, 112,  116,  120-123,  127, 128, 134, 138, 140,  143, 198,  202,  674,  683 

Special  order  of,  concerning  steamer  Wilson  Small .  63 

Butler,  B.  F.,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  675 

Butler,  John  O.  Mentioned .  215 

Butt,  Walter  R.  Mentioned .  748 

Byron,  Brigantine.  Mentioned .  368 

C.  Sherman,  English  brig.  Mentioned .  218 

C.  A.  Nichols,  Canal  boat.  Mentioned .  571 

Cadet,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned .  473 

Cadiz,  U.  S.  Consul  at.  Mentioned .  510 

Cahill,  John.  Mentioned .  611 

Calhoun,  C.  S.  privateer.  Mentioned .  101 

Cambria,  Vessel.  Mentioned .  268 

Cambridge,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  August  29,  1861,  to  March  7,  1862 . . .  690 

Assistance  rendered  ship  A.  M.  Lawrence .  475 
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Cambridge,  U.  S.  S. — Continued.  page 

Capture  of  schooner  Revere .  jgg 

Collision  with  schooner  Chief .  379 

Condition  of .  43g 

Mentioned .  38, 188, 192,  206,  236,  240,  269, 

282,  328,  353,  375,  377,  407-409,  418,  419,  423, 424,  437,  441,  603,  668,  689,  748 

Movements  of .  ggo  532 

Orders  for  movements .  285  376  425 

Camden,  Bark.  Mentioned .  218 

Cameron,  Simon.  Mentioned .  XP3  371  372 

For  correspondence,  see  War  Department,  U.  S. 

Camm,  Robert  A.  Mentioned .  594  597  732 

Campbell,  Charles  W.  Mentioned .  593 

Campbell,  Daniel  A.  Statement  of  defenses  of  inlets  of  North  Carolina _  78 

Campbell,  Jane.  See  Jane  Campbell,  Schooner. 

Campbell,  N.  L.  Report  of  casualties  on  hoard  of  U.  S.  S.  Iletzel  in  battle  of 

Roanoke  Island .  590 

Cape  Charles,  Va.  Reestablishment  of  lights  at.  Report  of  A.  Murray. ..  455,  471 
Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina.  Sinking  of  obstructions  in,  by  Confed¬ 
erates.  Report  of  O.  S.  Glisson .  346 

Cape  Haitien,  IT.  S.  Commercial  Agent  at.  Correspondence  with  State 

Department,  U.  S .  228 

Capehart,  William.  Mentioned .  199 

Carl  Emil,  Swedish  brig.  Mentioned .  510 

Carlin,  James.  Mentioned .  295,332 

Carlisle,  Captain.  Mentioned .  268 

Caroline,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  683,  684 

Carothers,  Andrew  G.  For  correspondence,  see  Grand  Turk,  Turk’s  Islands, 

U.  S.  Consul  at. 

Carpenter,  Revel.  Mentioned .  338 

Carpenter,  Richard.  Mentioned . 339 

Carr,  Henry  P.  Mentioned .  75 

Carr,  Overton.  Mentioned .  18,94,113 

Carrie  Sandford,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  396 

Carstairs,  Charles  S.  See  Charles  S.  Carstairs,  Schooner. 

Carter,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  788 

Carter,  Eddie.  Mentioned .  338 

Carter,  Robert  R.  Mentioned .  9,717 

Cary,  Colonel.  Mentioned .  116 

Cary,  James  A.  Mentioned .  128 

Case,  A.  Ludlow. 

Correspondence  with  Daniel  W.  Flagler .  643 

Mentioned .  70, 123 

139,  216,  249,  252,  356,  364,  462,  514,  523,  544,  552, 555,  572,  592,  593,  663,  672 

Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  Whitehall .  414 

Casilder,  Ship.  Mentioned .  341  . 

Castelar,  Mr.  Mentioned .  722,  723 

Castolor,  Mr.  Mentioned .  722,  723 

Catinat,  H.  I.  M.  S. 

Mentioned .  145,  293,  295,  522,  640,  669,  689 

Visit  of,  to  Norfolk,  Va .  501-507 

Caulk,  John.  Mentioned .  234,  642,  643 

Cavendy,  Edward. 

Correspondence  with  L.  M.  Goldsborough .  391 

Mentioned .  210,  237,  353,  354,  539 
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Cavendy,  Edward — Continued.  v.  Page. 

Reports  of. 

Beverly,  Schooner.  Capture  of .  283,  285 

Gemsbok,  U.  S.  S. 

Movements  of .  370 

Qualities  of .  497 

Mary  E.  Pindar,  Schooner. 


Capture  of .  283-285,  477 

Loss  of .  641 

Central  America,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  81 

Ceres,  IT.  S.  S. 

Battle  of  Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina,  February  7  and  8,  1862.. .  575,  576,  581 

Casualties  at  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.,  February  10,  1862  .  621 

Efforts  to  render  assistance  to  wrecked  French  war  steamer  Prony .  403 

Inefficiency  of  commanding  officer  of .  308,  319 

Mentioned .  248,  255,  256,  264,  265, 

267,  270, 271,  282,  309,  316,  344,  366,  377,  397,  398,  401,  402,  404,  418,  422, 527, 
551,  552,  554,  561,  562,  582-584,  586-593,  603,  605-607,  620,  623,  692,  693,  697 

Needs  and  condition  of .  364 

Operations  in  Hatteras  Inlet .  428,  429 

Orders  for  movements .  234,  249 

Challenger,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned . 215,  254 

Chambers,  James  S.  Correspondence  with  L.  M.  Goldsborough .  681 

Chancellor  Livingston,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  592 

Chandler,  Ralph. 

Mentioned .  211,  295,  324  326 

Report  of  destruction  of  ship  Thomas  Watson .  326 

Chandler,  William. 

Correspondence  with  Louis  M.  Goldsborough .  256 

Reports  of. 

Dawn,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of .  255 

Movements  of . . .  36,159,180 

Josephus,  Sloop.  Capture  of .  36 

Chaplin,  James  Crossan. 

Correspondence  with 

Goldsborough,  L.  M . 376,489 

Mann,  George  R .  615 

Mentioned .  376,  527,  551,  606,  609,  623 

Reports  of. 

Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.  Battle  of,  February  10, 1862 .  614 

Rappahannock  River.  Blockade  of .  363 

Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina.  Battle  of,  February  7  and  8, 1862.. .  565 

Sea  Bird  and  Fanny,  C.  S.  steamers.  Destruction  of  machinery  of _  646 

Valley  City,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of .  357,  390 

Charity,  Schooner.  Seizure  of .  480,  481 

Charles  D.  Horton,  British  schooner.  Mentioned .  179 

Charles  McClees,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  195 

Charles  Phelps,  U.  S.  ship.  Mentioned .  312,  603 

Charles  S.  Carstairs,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  591,  657 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

Arrival  of  H.  B.  M.  S.  Steady  and  H.  I.  M.  S.  Catinat  at.  Report  of  John 

Marston .  293 

Blockade  of. 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Goldsborough,  L.  M . . . .  255,  260,  332 

Pendergrast,  G.  J . . . .  96 
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Charleston,  S.  C. — Continued.  Page 

Blockade  of. 

Eeports  of 

Mercer,  Samuel . 13 

Sartori,  L.  C .  397 

Escape  of  C.  S.  S.  Nashville  from,  October  26, 1861. 

Communications  from 

Goldsborough,  L.  M .  360 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  359 

Eeports  of 

Du  Pout,  S.  F .  362 

Goldsborough,  L.  M .  360,361 

Gardner,  J.  L .  361,  362 

Marston,  John .  359 

Escape  of  Mason  and  Slidell  from .  735,  737,  738 

Eequest  of  British  consul  at,  concerning  delivery  of  letters.  Eeports  of 

Mercer,  Samuel .  254 

Pendergrast,  G.  J .  92 

Charleston,  S.  C.,  British  Consul  at.  Mentioned .  92, 153, 178,  254,  269 

Charleston,  S.  C.,  Spanish  Consul  at.  Mentioned .  254 

Charlotte  Ann,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  153 

Chase,  George.  Mentioned .  103 

Chase,  Franklin.  For  correspondence,  see  Tampico,  U.  S.  Consul  at. 

Chase,  John  C.  Mentioned .  338 

Chase,  Luke  B.  Mentioned .  563,605,613 

Chase,  Nathaniel.  See  Nathaniel  Chase,  Schooner. 

Chase,  Salmon  P.  Mentioned .  27,  31,  71,  74,  91,  96, 101, 151,  389,  415,  642,  671 

For  correspondence,  see  Treasury  Department,  U.  S. 

Chasseur,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned .  472,  473,  553, 585, 586,  588 

Chauncey,  John  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  45 

Eowan,  Stephen  C .  158,216,220,221,264,273 

Stringham,  Silas  H .  187 

Mentioned.  121, 131, 155, 159, 160, 172, 173, 191,  200,  222,  227,  242,  260,264,270,  308,  342 
Eeports  of. 

Argonaut,  British  schooner.  Capture  of .  205 

Beacon  Island,  North  Carolina.  Destruction  of  Confederate  fortifica¬ 
tions  on,  September  17, 1861  .  224 

Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina.  Prizes  captured  in .  262 

North  Carolina.  Confederate  defenses  of . 238 

Susquehanna,  U.  S.  S.  Movements  of .  14, 116, 119 

Chesapeake,  British  brig.  Mentioned .  218 

Chesapeake  Bay.  Blockade  of.  Communication  from  L.  M.  Goldsborough ..  435 

Cheshire,  Ship.  Mentioned .  200,368,412,510,531 

Chief,  Schooner.  Collision  with  U.  S.  S.  Cambridge .  379 

Chincoteague  Inlet,  Virginia. 

Depth  of  water  in.  Eeport  of  A.  Murray .  453 

Destruction  of  schooner  in. 

Communications  from  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  288,  289 

Eeports  of 

Goldsborough,  L.  M .  288 

Murray,  A .  288,  289 

Chincoteague  Island,  Virginia.  Correspondence  concerning  loyal  citizens 

of .  335-339,415,423,442,443,466,642 
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Chippewa,  U.S.S.  •  v  Page. 

Condition  of .  644,  645,  677,  686 

Mentioned . .  529,  545,  586,  603,  630,  673 

Movements  of . - .  546,  604,  628,  629,  669 

Orders  for  movements .  457,  490,  540,  541 

Chisholm,  Hugh.  See  Hugh  Chisholm,  Schooner. 

Chisholm,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  56,58,153 

Chowan  River,  North  Carolina.  Reoonnoissance  of,  February  18-20, 1862. 
Reports  of 

Goldsborougli,  L.  M .  655 

Rowan,  S.  C . 654 

Christian,  Schooner.  Correspondence  concerning  movements  of .  274 

Chrysolite,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  390 

Churchill,  Charles  C.  Mentioned .  112 

Cienfuegos,  Cuba.  Sailing  letter  issued  by  consular  agent  at,  to  brig  Ben 

Dunning .  52 

Circassian,  British  steamer.  Mentioned .  530-532 

City  of  New  York,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  88,  412 

City  of  Washington,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  169 

Clairmont,  Schooner.  Mentioned . 473 

Clapp,  Samuel  L.  Mentioned .  556 

Clark,  Charles.  Mentioned .  581 

Clark,  H.  T.  Mentioned .  156 

For  correspondence,  see  North  Carolina,  Governor  of. 

Clark,  Hugh.  Report  of  repairs  of  C.  S.  S.  Patrick  Henry . . .  711 

Clark,  John.  See  John  Clark,  American  ship. 

Clark,  Thomas.  Correspondence  with  L.  M.  Goldsborougli .  514 

Clarke,  Charles.  Mentioned .  560 

Clarke,  William  E.  Mentioned .  128 

Clary,  Albert  G. 

Correspondence  with  L.  M.  Goldsborougli .  425 

Mentioned .  475,  476,  547,  748 

Clayville,  George.  Mentioned .  339 

Clay  ville,  Henry  W.  Mentioned . 338 

Clayville,  William.  Mentioned .  339 

Cleborne,  Christopher  J.  Mentioned .  56,  58 

Clements,  Captain  Mentioned .  246 

Clements,  Nehemiah  Kelly.  Mentioned .  89,601 

Cliff,  James.  Mentioned .  338 

Clifton,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  665,  668,  699 

Clifton,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  180 

Clinton,  Benjamin.  Mentioned .  579,581 

Clitz,  John  M.  B.  Mentioned . 163 

Clymer,  George.  Mentioned .  246,257 

Coal,  Supplies  of .  245,  271,  532,  681,  682,  756 

Coale,  James  Carey.  Correspondence  with  S.  H.  Stringham .  38 

Coats  &  Co.  Mentioned . 170 

Coatzacoalcos,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned .  397 

Cobb,  Howell.  For  correspondence,  see  President,  C.  S.  Congress. 

Cobb,  Warren.  Mentioned .  383 

Cobb’s  Point  Battery.  See  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.  Battle  of,  February  10,  1862.  ■ 

Cockatoo,  Bark.  Mentioned .  170 

Cocke,  H.  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Barron,  Samuel .  698,  706 

Jones,  C.  ap  R .  707 
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Cocke,  H.  H. — Continued.  I>n^e. 

Correspondence  with 

Lee,  Robert  E .  698,  706 

Lee,  S.  S .  707 

Mentioned .  697,  700,  703,  705,  709 

Coffee,  C.  S.  privateer.  Mentioned .  68,270,344 

Coffin,  Captain.  Mentioned .  682 

Cohassett,*  U.  S.  S. 

Attached  to  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron .  367 

Mentioned .  357,  358,  515,  603,  661,  668 

Cohoon,  John  T.  P.  C.  Mentioned .  141,143 

Coleman,  Charles.  Mentioned .  570 

Coleman,  R.  M.  Mentioned . .  364,  575,  581 

Colhoun.  Edmund  R. 

Mentioned .  458,  527, 551,  557,  583,  748 

Reports  of. 

Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina.  Battle  of,  February  7  and  8,  1862. ..  568 

York  River,  Virginia.  Reconnoissance  in .  433 

Transfer  of,  from  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Shawsheen  to  that  of  U.  S.  S.  Hunch¬ 
back .  490 

Colletis,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  355 

Collingwood,  Cuthbert.  Mentioned .  294 

Collins,  Napoleon.  Correspondence  with  S.  H.  Stringham .  102 

Collins,  T.  E.  B.  Mentioned .  35,37 

Colonel  Hill,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  781-783,  794-796 

Colonel  Long,  Schooner.  Capture  and  destruction  of .  166 

Colston,  Raleigh  E.  Correspondence  with  John  R.  Tucker .  774,  775 

Columbia,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 218,407 

Comet,  Confederate  schooner.  Mentioned .  786,  788 

Commodore  Barney,!  U.  S.  S. 

Battle  of  Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina,  February  7  and  8,  1862 .  567 

Condition  of .  380-382,  678 

Mentioned ....  394,  432,  476,  489,  523,  526,  536,  551,  557,  585,  586,  591-593,  603,  654,  692 

Movements  of .  500 

Orders  for  movements .  409, 410,  471,  513 

Commodore  Perry,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  February  19  and  20,  1862  .  691 

Battles  of 

Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.,  February  10,  1862 .  613,614,  621 

Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina,  February  7  and  8, 1862  .  564,  565,  681 

Condition  of .  416,  432,  678 

Expedition  to  Edenton,  N.  C.,  February  12,  1862 .  637 

Mentioned .  417,  428,  476,  489,  523, 

526,  527,  536,  551,  566,  567,  585,  586,  589-593,  603,  606-608,  616,  622,  623,  692 

Movements  of . 496 

Orders  for  movements .  471,  513 

Reconnoissance  in  Chowan  River  and  engagement  at  Winton,  N.  C.,  Feb¬ 
ruary  18-20,  1862 .  654 

Condor  (Gondar?),  Ship.  Mentioned .  680 

Congress,  U.  S.  frigate. 

Correspondence  relative  to  crew  of .  494,  496,  524,  525 

Inefficiency  of  armament .  441 

Measures  to  resist  attack  upon,  by  Confederates .  437-440,  512,  516,  525 


*  formerly  called  Narragansett. 


t  Formerly  ferryboat  Etban  Allen,  which  see. 
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Congress,  U.  S.  frigate — Continued.  '  Page. 

Mentioned . . . . . '  236, 

269,  282,  285,  310,  311,  334,  350,  393,  437,  442,  445,  450-452,  457,  458,  475,  486, 
489,  490,  492,  497,  515,  526,  536,  593,  603,  628,  663,  668,  683,  686,  694,  747-749 

Movements  of .  248 

Orders  for  movements .  189,  226,  530,  687 

Preparation  of,  for  protection  against  torpedoes .  392 

Conman,  Alexander.  Mentioned .  161 

Connecticut,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  102, 152, 153,  254,  414,  427,  748 

Movements  of .  394,  425 

Conner,  J.  G.  Mentioned .  338 

Connor,  James  G.  Correspondence  with  L.  M.  Goldsborough .  337 

Constellation,  U.  S.  ship.  Mentioned .  116 

Constitution,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 547,548 

Constitution,  U.  S.  frigate.  Mentioned . 13 

Consul,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  412,  460,  462,  509, 510 

Consuls.  Attitude  of  U.  S.  Government  toward  foreign .  178,  501-507,  521 

Contrabands.  See  Fugitive  slaves. 

Coogan,  Beman.  Mentioned .  180 

Cook,  A.  B.  See  A.  B.  Cook,  Schooner. 

Cook,  John.  Mentioned .  613 

Cook,  T.  W.  Mentioned .  572 

Cook,  William.  Mentioned .  406 

Cooke,  James  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Barron,  Samuel .  715 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Commandant  of .  736 

Mentioned .  595,  605,  613,  623,  781,  784,  795 

Report  of  battles  of  Roanoke  Island  and  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.,  February 

7  and  10,  1862 . 597 

Cooper,  Samuel.  Correspondence  with 

Gatlin,  R.  C .  138 

Hill,  Daniel  H .  736 

Huger,  Benjamin .  137 

Cora,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  787-789 

Coriell,  S.  A. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S .  29 

Mentioned .  27 

Corkran,  Francis  S. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  687 

Mentioned .  17,  24,  50 

Corrotoman  Creek,  Virginia.  Expedition  to. 

Communications  from  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  422 

Reports  of 

Goldsborough,  L.  M . 422 

Gwin,  William . 408 

Parker,  William  A .  407 

Corwin,  U.  S.  Coast  Survey  steamer. 

Attack  upon,  by  C.  S.  S.  Curlew  in  Hatteras  Inlet,  November  14,  1861. . .  430,  431 

Condition  of .  151 

Engagement  with  Confederate  steamer  in  Hatteras  Inlet .  377 

Mentioned .  172, 184,  422,  428,  429 

Operations  in  inlets  of  North  Carolina .  318 


Cosby,  G.  B.  For  correspondence  as  acting  assistant  adjutant-general,  see 
Magriuler,  J.  Bankhead. 


INDEX. 


815 


Cossack,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned .  473,553,583,586 

Cotton,  Charles  S.  Mentioned .  94 

Cotton  Plant,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  733 

Coxetter,  Louis  M.  Mentioned .  59  934 

Craney  Island,  Virginia. 

Armament  of  battery .  744 

Movements  of  Confederates  on  and  about.  Report  of  J.  B.  Hull .  183 

Crapper,  William.  Mentioned .  333 

Crasswell,  Mr.  Mentioned .  236 

Craven,  Thomas  T.  Mentioned .  77, 105, 110, 186,  341 

Crawford,  U.  S.  revenue  steamer.  Mentioned .  28 

Creighton,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  437 

Crinoline,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  795 

Crittenden,  S.  Mentioned . '  9 

Croatan  Sound,  North  Carolina.  Operations  in.  See  lioanolce  Island,  North 
Carolina.  Battle  of. 

Crocker,  Frederick.  Mentioned .  553 

Cromwell,  H.  B.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  177 

Cropper,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  379 

Cropper,  William.  Mentioned .  235 

Crosby,  Peirce. 

Mentioned .  34,  63,  74, 120, 158, 174, 195, 198 

Reports  of. 

Mary  Emma,  Sloop.  Capture  of . 115 

M  ilson  Small,  Steamer.  Examination  of,  and  expedition  to  Pocomoke 

Sound .  73 

Crossau,  Thomas  M.  Mentioned .  79,155 

Cuban,  Ship.  Mentioned .  370 

Culver,  J.  D.  Mentioned .  102 

Cumberland,  U.  S.  ship. 

Captures  made  by .  417;  434 

Condition  of .  6,  27 

Measures  to  resist  attack  upon,  by  Confederates .  437-440,  512,  516 

Mentioned . , .  12,  31,  60,  72,  94, 106, 

121,  122,  125, 126, 134-137,  139, 143, 163, 179, 191, 192,  204,  209,  218,  236,  282, 
310,  311,  334,  350,  442,  446,  451,  452,  495,  496,  522,  526,  593,  603,  663,  687,  748 

Movements  of .  4,  70, 194,  352 

Orders  for  movements .  23,516 

Cumming,  Alfred.  Mentioned .  35 

Cummings,  John.  Mentioned .  675 

Cunard,  Wilson  &  Co.  Mentioned .  684 

Curlew,  C.  S.  S. 

Attack  upon  U.  S.  Coast  Survey  steamer  Corwin  in  Hatteras  Inlet,  Novem¬ 
ber  14,  1861  .  430,  431 

Capture  of  U.  S.  Army  steamer  Fanny,  October  1,  1861 .  275-278,  280 

Destruction  of .  590,  594,  596 

Fitting  out  of .  732 

Mentioned  ....  428,  553,  554,  571,  574,  589,595, 597,  625,  635,  712,  722,  733,  784-789,  795 

Order  to  reenlist  crew  of . _• .  774 

Curlew,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned .  584,586 

Currie,  Mr.  Mentioned .  723 

Currie,  David,  &  Co.  Mentioned .  775 

Currituck,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  21,  732,  790-792 

Currituck,  Ship.  Mentioned .  213 
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Currituck,  U.  S.  S.  Page. 

Mentioned .  684 

Orders  for  movements .  679 

Currituck  Sound,  North  Carolina.  Reconnoissance  of,  February  19  and  20, 

1862.  Report  of  William  N.  Jeffers . . .  656 

Curtis,  Frederick  R.  Mentioned .  563,612 

Curtis  Peck,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  73,728 

Cushing,  Andre.  Correspondence  with  Thornton  K.  Lothrop .  482 

Cushing,  William  B.  Mentioned .  407,408 

Custis,  William  H.  P.  Mentioned .  236 

Cyclone,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  26 

t- 

Czar,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  34 

Dacey,  Timothy.  Mentioned .  621 

Dahlgren,  John  A.  Mentioned .  358,604 

Dale,  U.  S.  ship. 

Capture  of  schooner  Specie .  317 

Mentioned .  41,  61, 192, 215,  217,  236, 257,  282,  314 

Orders  for  movements .  251,  343 

Request  for  increase  of  armament . .  220 

Vessels  boarded  by,  August  11  to  September  14,  1861 .  218 

Daley,  James.  Mentioned .  464 

Dalton,  Hamilton  H.  Mentioned .  748 

Dan  Mersham,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  271 

Dana,  Richard  H.,  jr.  Correspondence  with  George  B.  Upton .  166 

Danby,  Robert.  Mentioned .  649 

Daniel,  George  W.  Mentioned .  443 

Daniel,  Thomas  T.  Mentioned . „ .  615,621 

Daniels,  C.  H.  Mentioned .  55g 

Daniels,  Charles.  Mentioned .  573 

Daniels,  Thomas  J.  McK.  Mentioned .  366 

Darton,  Mr.  Mentioned .  245 

Dashiell,  B.  R.  Mentioned . .  35  37 

Davenport,  Henry  K. 

Correspondence  with 

Campbell,  N.  L .  ggO 

Flusser,  Charles  W .  565 

Franklin,  Charles  L .  610 

Hotchkiss,  William  J .  620 

Rowan,  Stephen  C .  543  54^ 

Smith,  William.  . .  ISo' 486 

Mentioned .  527,  551,  565,  586,  587,  606,  62s’  748 

Reports  of. 

Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.  Battle  of,  February  10, 1862 . 

Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina.  Battle  of,  February  7  and  8, 1862. .. 
Davidson,  Hunter.  Correspondence  with  commandant  of  Norfolk  navy  yard. 

Davis,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 

Davis,  Charles  H.  Mentioned .  82  84 

Davis,  George.  See  George  Davis,  Schooner. 

Davis,  George  W. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  320-323 

.  300 


609 

558 

750 

473 


Mentioned  . 


Davis,  Hamilton.  Mentioned 


529 


Davis,  James  M.  Mentioned .  9g^  693 

Davis,  Jefferson.  For  correspondence,  see  President,  C.  S. 

Davis,  Jefferson.  See  Jefferson  Davis,  C.  S.  privateer. 

Davis,  John.  Mentioned .  _  609  615 
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Davis,  Lady.  See  Lady  Davis,  C.  S.  S.  p 

Davis,  Pevrull.  Mentioned .  33^ 

Davis,  Willoughby.  Mentioned .  jog 

Davy,  Albert.  For  correspondence,  see  Leeds,  England,  U.  S.  Consul  at 
Dawn,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  34-37 

Condition  ot .  107,  25^  30„  43g 

Expiration  of  charter . 

Mentioned .  ^ 

5, 17,  38,  46,  50, 192,  236, 257,  282,  418,  423,  426,  516, 533,  542,  603,  696,  748 
Movements  of .  36,  159>  180>  547 

Orders  for  movements .  252  256  425 

Purchase  of,  by  U.  S.  Government .  345 

Retained  in  service  after  expiration  of  charter .  45 

Daylight,  American  bark.  Mentioned .  447 

Daylight,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  July  17, 1861,  to  March  7,  1862 .  691 

Captures  made  by .  443  444  447 

Condition  of . . . .  40  357i  41g’  43g 

Engagement  with  Confederate  battery  in  Lynn  Haven  Bay .  305,  306 

Expiration  of  charter .  g4 

Mentioned .  4 

5, 10, 12,  26,  31,  43,  89,  160, 168, 171, 172, 192,  217,  236,  282,  423,  516,  603,  652 

Movements  of .  41, 169,  533,  542,  545 

Orders  for  movements .  436  450 

Purchase  of,  by  U.  S.  Government .  345 

De  Bree,  John.  Mentioned .  70g  737  733 

De  Pontages,*  Captain.  Mentioned .  ’743 

De  Lagnel,  Julius  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Bryan,  Henry _ ...... ...... .... ......  753 

Magruder,  John  Bankhead . 753 

Tucker,  J.  R .  7-3 

Mentioned .  74Q 

Delaware,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  December  7, 1861,  to  March  7,  1862 .  692 

Battles  of 

Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.,  February  10,  1862 .  605,606-609,612,613 

Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina,  February  7  and  8, 1862 .  563,564 

Mentioned .  537  543  554  553 

571,  574,  578,  579,  582,  584,  586-593,  603,  617,  619-621,  623,  637,  665,  691,  697 

Movements  of .  474 

Orders  for  movements .  456  543 

Reconnoissance  in  Chowan  River  and  engagement  at  Winton,  N.  C.,  Feb¬ 
ruary  18-20,  1862 .  654,655 

Delaware  Parmer,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  368 

Dent,  George  C.  Mentioned .  334 

De  Soto,  II.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  443 

D’Wolf,  Captain.  Mentioned .  468,563 

De  Zea,  Antonio  M.  For  correspondence,  see  _Vew  York,  Spanish  Consul  at. 

Dickerson,  Captain.  Mentioned .  7gj 

Dickinson,  Charles  S.  Mentioned .  339 

*  Probably  C.  H.  tie  Fontanges  de  Couzan. 

N  W  R — VOL  6 - 52 


818 


INDEX. 


* 

Dickinson,  John  R.  Page. 

Mentioned .  ®^1 

Report  of  seizure  of  schooner  Fanny  Lee .  602 

Dillard,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  39,  544 

Dimick,  Justin.  Mentioned . 

Dismal  Swamp  Canal.  Defense  of.  Orders  and  instructions  of  commandant 

of  Norfolk  navy  yard .  766,  767 

Dix,  John  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Goldsborough,  L.  M .  349,350,431,436 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  349,  681 

State  Department,  U.  S .  467 

Wool,  JobnE .  452,  681 

Mentioned . - .  202,  349,  435,  437,  467,  681,  682 

Dixie,  C.  S.  privateer.  Mentioned .  62,  88,  88, 102, 103 

Donestick,  Frederick.  Mentioned .  130 

Dornin,  Thomas  L.  Mentioned .  304a,  3045 

Doughty,  George.  Mentioned . - .  781 

Douglass,  Jereh.  Mentioned .  196 

Downes,  John.  Mentioned .  163 

Downing,  M.  E.  See  M.  E.  Downing,  Steamer. 

Doyle,  John.  Mentioned .  579,581 

Doyle,  Thomas.  Mentioned . - .  615,621 

Dragon,  U.  S.  S. 

Attached  to  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron .  484 

Mentioned .  515,  603,  661 

Orders  for  movements . - .  512 

Dragoon,  Brig.  Mentioned . . .  473 

Drayton,  Percival.  Mentioned .  .  314, 624 

Du  Bois,  Theodore  B.  Mentioned .  690 

Duchess,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  473 

Dudley,  Thomas  H.  For  correspondence,  see  Liverpool,  U.  S.  Consul  at. 

Duflie,  John.  Mentioned . 199 

Duncan,  W.  B.  Mentioned .  35,  37 

Dunlavey,  John  H.  Mentioned .  9 

Dunlop,  Hugh. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  Mercer .  215 

Mentioned .  254 

Dunning,  Ben.  See  Ben  Dunning,  Brig. 

Dunsmore,  Daniel.  Report  of  ammunition  expended  by  U.  S.  S.  Stars  and 

Stripes  in  battle  of  Roanoke  Island .  556 

Du  Pont,  Samuel  P. 

Arrival  of,  at  Hampton  Roads .  340 

Correspondence  with 

Goldsborough,  L.  M .  343,  350,  356,  360 

Lardner,  James  L .  361,  362 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  293,329, 

389,  395,  405, 411,  443,  447-449,  454,  460,  479,  519,  528,  530,  549,  603,  653,  683 
Departure  of,  from  Hampton  Roads  with  vessels  of  South  Atlantic  Block¬ 
ading  Squadron .  375 

Mentioned .  14,  46,  51,  65,  94,  234,  246, 

282,  313,  331,  332,  343,  361,  379-381,  409,  414,  424,  425,  476,  489,  516,  522,  624 
Report  of  escape  of  C.  S.  S.  Nashville  from  Charleston,  S.  C.,  October  26, 1861.  362 

Duvall,  R.  C. 

Mentioned .  781,  794 

Report  of  engagement  between  North  Carolina  steamer  Beaufort  and 

U.  S.  S.  Albatross,  July  21, 1861 .  21 
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E.  B.  Hale,  U.  S.  S.  p 

Mentioned . . .  248,  256,  257,  307 

Ordered  to  duty  in  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron . . .  234 

Eagle,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned .  584  586 

Eastern  City,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  473 

Eastern  Queen,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned .  582,  585,  586 

Eastern  State,  IT.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned .  585,  586,  630,  662,  663 

Eastman,  Edwin  G.  Description  of  schooner  Stephen  Hart .  461 

Eastman,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned .  222,224,241  264  270 

Ed.  Thompson,  Vessel.  Mentioned .  268 

Eddy,  Alexander.  Mentioned .  434 

Edenton,  N.  C.  Expedition  to,  February  12,  1862,  and  for  the  obstruction  of 
the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal.  Reports  of 

Goldsborough,  L.  M .  632,  635 

Jeffers,  William  N .  g3g 

Murray,  A .  637,  638 

Rowan,  S.  C .  537 

Edwards,  C.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  710-712,  732,  782,  794-796 

Orders  for  movements .  745  735 

Edwin,  Schooner.  Mentioned . ; .  353  g90 

Eldridge,  Robert  D.  Mentioned .  407  408 

Elfin,  Vessel.  Mentioned .  444 

Eliza  Bonsall,  Ship.  Mentioned .  47,412,510 

Elizabeth  and  Jane,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  219 

Elizabeth  Ann,  Schooner.  Capture  of .  49  689 

Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.  Battle  of,  February  10,  1862. 

Abstract  logs  of 

Commodore  Perry,  U.  S.  S . . .  614 

Delaware,  U.  S.  S .  613 

Henry  Brinker,  U.  S.  S .  620 

Hetzel,  U.  S.  S .  611 

Morse,  U.  S.  S .  616 

Valley  City,  U.  S.  S .  615 

Whitehead,  U.  S.  S .  617 

Ammunition  expended  by 

Delaware,  U.  S.  S .  613 

Hetzel,  U.  S.  S . 610 

Appraisement  of  Confederate  vessels  captured  and  destroyed .  622 

Casualties .  613-615,  621 

Congratulatory  letters  from 

Goldsborough,  L.  M .  605 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  624 

Rowan,  S.  C .  621 

Reports  of 

Chaiffin,  J.  C .  614 

Cooke,  James  W .  597 

Davenport,  H.  K .  609 

Flusser,  C.W .  613 

French,  Charles  A .  616,  617 

Giddings,  John  E . 620 

Goldsborough,  L.  M .  604,  606 

Graves,  G.  W . 618 

Hays,  Peter .  616 

Henningsen,  C.  F . ' .  624 

Hotchkiss,  William  J .  620 
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Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.  Battle  of,  February  10,  1862— Continued.  Page. 

Reports  of 

Jeffers,  William  . .  611 

Lynch,  William  F .  594 

Murray,  A .  609 

Quackenbusli,  S.  P .  612 

Rowan,  S.  C .  605,  606 

Woodward,  Thomas  J .  618 

Ella,  Blockade  runner.  Mentioned . - .  530,531 

Ellen,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  397,  398,  401,  403,  404,  413,  417,  418 

Movements  of . - .  499>  499 

Ellen  Goldsborough,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  268,  310 

Ellen  P.  Stewart,  Brig.  Mentioned .  397 

Ellen  Stewart,  Ship.  Mentioned .  341 

Ellery,  William.  Statement  concerning  schooner  Aigburth .  153 

Elliot,  Mr.  Mentioned .  383 

Elliott,  Jared  L. 

Correspondence  with  Louis  M.  Goldsborough .  249 

Mentioned .  255,  271,  273 

Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  Ceres .  364 

Ellis,  C.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  August  2, 1861,  to  February  7, 1862 . - .  781 

Battle  of  Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina,  February  7  and  8,  1862 .  597 

Capture  of .  596,  597,  605,  607,  608,  613,  620,  622 

Mentioned .  139,  145, 

590-592,  594,  595,  598,  610,  623,  631,  632,  635,  710-712,  726,  782-785,  795,  796 
Ellis,  Isabella.  See  Isabella  Ellis ,  Schooner. 

Elvira,  British  schooner.  Mentioned .  218 

Ely,  Seaman.  Mentioned .  594 

Ely,  Moses.  Correspondence  with  State  Department,  U.  S .  96 

Emeline,  British  schooner.  Mentioned .  695 

Emerson,  Samuel.  Mentioned .  553 

Emery,  Schooner.  Mentioned . . .  258,  274 

Emily  St.  Pierre,  Ship.  Mentioned .  47, 171,  603 

Empire,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  724 

Enchantress,  Schooner. 

Mentioned .  21,  32,  49,  51,  688 

Recapture  of .  31 

Enterprise,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  161 

Equator,  Schooner.  Mentioned. .  125 

Ericsson,  John. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  538,660 

Mentioned .  515,  517,  522,  525,  529,  534,  541,  658,  670,  674,  676 

Essex,  British  ship.  Mentioned .  447,  449,  450 

Ethan  Allen,  Ferryboat.  Mentioned .  380-382,  394,  409,  410 

See  also  Commodore  Barney,  U.  S.  S. 

Etheridge,  M.  C.  See  AI.  C.  Etheridge,  Schooner. 

Etna,  Steamer.  Mentioned . . .  653 

Eureka,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  114 

Evans,  Richard.  Correspondence  with  Sidney  S.  Lee .  758 

Eve,  Francis  A.  Mentioned .  103 

Evelyn,  Schooner.  Examination  of,  by  U.  S.  S.  Roanoke . . .  340 

Ewell,  Benjamin  S. 

Correspondence  with  Catesby  ap  R.  Jones .  698,  700 

Mentioned .  698,  699,  701 
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Express,  U.  S.  steam  transport.  pa,,(, 

Chase  of,  by  C.  S.  S.  Sea  Bird  in  Hampton  Roads,  December  29,  1861  _  491-493 

Mentioned .  73,  692>  748 

Extra,  Schooner.  Capture  of .  447 

Ezzell,  A.  W.  Mentioned .  444 

Fabre,  Charles. 

Correspondence  with  Louis  M.  Goldsborongh .  502  503 

Mentioned . 501,’  504 

Fairbanks,  Captain.  Mentioned .  114 

Fairfax,  Archibald  B. 

Correspondence  with 


Huger,  Benjamin . 

Minor,  George . 

Mentioned . 

Falcon,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned . 

Falls,  Moor  N. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 

Mentioned . 

Falmouth,  Brig.  Mentioned . 

Falmouth,  England,  U.  S.  Consul  at. 

Correspondence  with  State  Department,  U.  S 

Mentioned . 

Fanny,  *  C.  S.  S. 


.  729 

.  772 

150,  739,  772 
.  97 

.  688 

...  226,252 
.  43 

.  203 

.  201 


Armament  and  ordnance  stores  on  board,  October  8, 1861 .  738 

Destruction  of .  596,  608,  618-620,  622,  646 

Mentioned .  590,  595,  612,  614,  616,  617,  623,  635,  678,  784,  787,  789 

Fanny,!  U.  S.  Army  steamer. 

Capture  of,  October  1, 1861 . . . . .  275—278  ^80 

Capture  of  sloop  Mary  Emma .  115 

Destruction  of  Confederate  fortifications  on  Beacon  Island,  North  Caro- 

lina .  221-225 

Examination  of  steamer  Wilson  Small  and  expedition  to  Pocomoke  Sound.  73 


Mentioned . 

120, 122,  126, 130, 134-136, 154, 198,  216,  220,  241, 

Orders  for  movements . 

Fanny  Lee,  Schooner. 

Capture  of . 

Examination  of,  by  U.  S.  bark  Fernandina . 

Seizure  of . 

Fanny  Lewis,  Brigantine.  Mentioned . 

Farley,  Michael.  Mentioned . 

Farlow,  John  S. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S . 

Mentioned . 

Farmer,  J.  L.  Mentioned . 

Farragut,  David  G-. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S . 

Mentioned . 

Farrand,  Ebenezer.  Mentioned . 

Fatherly,  M.  W.  Mentioned . 

Faulkner,  Charles  J.  Mentioned . 

Faunce,  John. 

Correspondence  with  Garrett  J.  Pendergrast . 

Mentioned . 


.  74, 

242,  245,  264,  291,  292,  304 
.  63 

.  413 

.  601 

.  602 

.  666 

.  103 

.  68 

.  75 

.  112 

.  549,603,653,683 

.  544 

.  728 

.  142 

.  84 

.  84 

.  75,120 


Formerly  U.  S.  Army  tug. 


1  Afterwards  C.  S.  S.  Fanny. 
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Faunce,  John — Continued.  '  Page. 

Eeports  of. 

Harriet  Lane,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of .  186 

Movements  of . 

Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina.  Capture  of  Confederate  batteries  at, 

August  28  and  29,  1861  .  1^9 

Fauntleroy,  Charles  M.  Mentioned . 725,730 

Favorite,  Vessel.  Mentioned. . 

Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.  Mentioned .  653,  666,  684 

Faxon,  William.  Correspondence  with  G.  C.  Williams .  182 

Fearing,  G-eorge  R.  Mentioned .  ^69 

Ferguson,  John  F.  Mentioned .  257 

Fernandina,  U.  S.  bark. 


Captures  made  by .  487-489,602 

Examination  of  schooner  Fanny  Lee .  601 

Mentioned . . .  138,  603,  650 

Movements  of . - .  159,  463,  473,  477,  649 

Orders  for  movements .  437,463 

Fernie  Brothers  &  Co.  Mentioned .  531 

Fillebrown,  Thomas  S.  Mentioned . .  141 

Filletti,  G.  Mentioned .  396 

Fingal,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  355,  356,  367-370,  391,  405,  406,  411,  418,  444,  450,  510 

Fisher,  H.  G.  B.  Mentioned .  552,555 

Fisher,  J.  M.  Mentioned .  181 

Fisher,  Miles.  Mentioned .  236 

Flag,  U.  S.  S. 

Capture  of  schooner  Alert .  295 

Collision  with  U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna .  203 

Condition  of .  15 

Destruction  of  ship  Thomas  Watson .  326 

Mentioned .  5,25,26,48,49,156,171,188,192,211,217,219,226, 

’  236,  240,  260,  282,  296,  314,  324,  325,  328,  332,  340,  360-363,  386,  387,  397,  695 

Movements  of .  52,  65,  69,  227 

Orders  for  movements .  39,  343 

Flagler,  Daniel  W.  Correspondence  with  A.  Ludlow  Case .  643 

Flags  of  Truce.  Correspondence  concerning .  70, 115,  287,  300,  665,  742,  745,  771 

Flanagan,  S.  Mentioned .  532 

Fletcher,  Captain.  Mentioned . 548 

Fletcher,  James.  Mentioned .  235 

Fletcher,  Spencer.  Mentioned., .  235 

Fletcher,  Thomas.  Mentioned . 235 

Flora,  U.  S.  revenue  steamer.  Mentioned .  682 

Florida.  Proclamation  of  blockade  of,  by  President,  U.  S . .  90 

Florida,  Pilot  schooner.  Mentioned .  713 

Florida,  Schooner.  Mentioned . 218 

Florida,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  340 

Floyd,  John  B.  Mentioned .  650,728 

Flusser  Charles  W. 

Mentioned .  56,  58, 163,  551,  585,  606-608,  614,  623,  637,  654 

Eeports  of. 

Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.  Battle  of,  February  10,  1862  .  613 

Eoanoke  Island,  North  Carolina.  Battle  of,  February  7  and  8,  1862.  564,  565 
Flye,  William. 

Mentioned . 673 

Eeport  of  loss  of  U.  S.  S.  E.  B.  Forbes,  February  25,  1862 .  664 
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Pajre.. 

Flying  Cloud,  Bark.  Mentioned .  2^g 

Fone,  Vessel.  Mentioned .  447 

Foot,  Captain.  Mentioned .  ggg 

Foote,  Andrew  H.  Mentioned .  593 

Foote,  John  P.  Mentioned .  493 

Forbes,  J.  M.  Mentioned .  244  245 

Forbes,  R.  B.  See  R.  B.  Forbes,  XJ.  S.  S. 

Forbes,  Wilson  J.  Mentioned .  429 

Ford  &  Rodgers.  Mentioned .  399 

Foreign  Consuls  in  Southern  States.  Attitude  of  U.  S.  Government 

toward .  178,  501-507,  521 

Forrest,  C.  S.  S. 

Destruction  of . .  596,  608,  622 

Mentioned .  590,  594,  595,  597,  623,  635,  784-786,  789 

Forrest,  French.  Mentioned .  711,  739,  743,  749,  752,  758,  761,  765-767,  776 

For  correspondence,  see  Navy  Yard,  Norfolk,  Commandant  of. 

Forrest,  Richard.  Mentioned .  102 

Forrest,  Samuel  D.  Mentioned .  97 

Forsyth,  James.  Mentioned .  128 

Fort  Clark,  N.  C.  See  Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina.  Confederate  defenses  of; 

also,  Capture  of  Confederate  batteries  in,  pp.  119-145. 

Fort  Macon,  N.  C. 

Defenses  of. 

Communications  from 

Burgwyn,  H.  K .  721 

Hill,  D.  H .  739 

Navy  Department,  C.  S .  739 

Report  of  George  A.  Prentiss .  269,486 

Rumor  of  intended  attack  upon.  Communication  from  Henry  T.  Clark  ..  725 

Fort  Nelson,  Va.  Armament  of .  740 

Fort  Norfolk,  V a.  Armament  of, . . .  740 

Fort  Powhatan.  Construction  of.  See  Jamestoivn  Island.  Construction  of 
battery  on. 

Foster,  J ohn  G.  Mentioned .  578-580,  582,  583,  585,  587,  590,  592 

Foster,  John  L.  Mentioned .  553 

Fowle,  Daniel  G.  Mentioned .  599 

Fowler,  Charles  D.  See  Cienfuegos,  Cuba,  TJ.  S.  Consular  Agent  at. 

Fox,  Alfred.  For  correspondence,  see  Falmouth,  England,  TJ.  S.  Consul  at. 

Fox,  Gustavus  V.  Mentioned .  132 

For  correspondence,  see  Navy  Department,  U.  S. 

Frailey,  James  M.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  463 

Frances,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  296 

Frances  Burdett,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  219 

Frances  Jane,  Brig.  Mentioned .  218 

Francis,  Lydia.  See  Lydia  Francis,  Brig. 

Franklin,  Alexander.  Mentioned . .  9 

Franklin,  Charles  L. 

Correspondence  with  Stephen  C.  Rowan .  665 

Mentioned .  163,  559,  591,  610 

Report  of  ammunition  expended  by  U.  S.  S.  Hetzel  in  battle  of  Elizabeth 

City,  N.  C .  610 

Fraser,  John.  See  John  Fraser,  Vessel. 

Fraser,  John,  &  Co.  Mentioned .  34,  47,  48, 147, 169, 171,  738 

Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  Mentioned .  34, 

100, 147,  164, 169, 176,  213,  214,  265,  305,  331,  368, 411,  509,  510,  531 
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Freeborn,  James.  See  James  Freeborn,  Steamer.  N  *  Page. 

Freeman,  William  M.  Mentioned .  238 

French,  Charles  A. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Whitehead .  445 

Correspondence  with  Louis  M.  Goldsborough .  491 

Mentioned . . .  41,  527,  551,  606,  623 

Reports  of. 

Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.  Battle  of,  February  10,  1862  .  616,  617 

Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina.  Battle  of,  February  7  and  8, 1862...  572 

French,  Henry.  Mentioned .  38 

French  Minister  to  the  United  States.  Correspondence  with  State  Depart¬ 
ment,  U.  S .  405,  507 

Friendship,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  268,310 

Fritszinger,  I.  J.  Mentioned .  602 

Fritszinger,  J.  G-.  Mentioned .  413 

Frobel,  B.  W.  Mentioned .  719 

Frothingham,  R.  Correspondence  with  N.  Gunnison .  354 

Fugitive  slaves.  Correspondence  concerning . . .  8-10,  51,  80,  91,  92, 

95,  107,  113,  114,  252,  296,  297,  342,  363,  364,  409,  424,  529, 535,  536,  544,  650 

Fullerton,  Mr.  Mentioned .  506 

Fulton,  Charles  C.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  650 

Furniss,  Hartman  K.  Mentioned .  288,289 

G.  P.  Upshur,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  268 

Gabaudan,  E.  C.  Mentioned .  655 

Gager,  Edwin  V.  Mentioned . 127 

Gaither,  B.  S.  Mentioned .  600 

Gale,  Captain.  Mentioned .  509 

Gallagher,  Charles  K. 

Mentioned . - .  157 

Parole  and  statement  of .  156 

Gamage,  Howard.  Mentioned .  17 

Gambia,  Blockade  runner.  Mentioned . , .  685 

Gardner,  A.  S.  Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  O.  M.  Pettit .  381 

Gardner,  Joseph  M.  Mentioned .  596,  722,  754,  755,  764 

Garrison,  S.  T.  See  S.  T.  Garrison,  Schooner. 

Garvin,  John  J.  Mentioned .  689 

Gassendi,  H.  I.  M.  S. 

Arrival  at  Hampton  Roads . ... .  , .  640 

Mentioned .  669 

Gates,  Captain.  Mentioned . 153 

Gatling,  Richard  C. 

Mentioned . 726 

Report  of  capture  of  Confederate  batteries  at  Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  August  28  and  29,  1861 .  138 

Gautherins,  Edward,  &  Co.  Mentioned .  352 

Gemsbok,  U.  S.  hark. 

Abstract  log,  August  30,  1861,  to  March  7, 1862  .  693 

Captures  made  by .  283,  344,  477 

Condition  of .  497,  545,  547 

Mentioned .  210,  219,  236,  237,  261, 

282,  284,  328,  343,  353,  354,  392,  437,  496,  520,  543,  603,  641,  668,  673,  680,  690 

Movements  of .  227,  370,  539,  671 

Orders  for  movements .  181,391 

General  J.  E.  Wool,  Supply  boat.  Mentioned .  470 

George  Davis,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  473 

George  G.  Baker,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  71,75 
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George  Maugham,  U.  S.  schooner.  Mentioned .  533 

George  Page,*  C.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  711 

Simms,  C.  C.,  appointed  to  command .  710 

George  Peabody,  U.  S.  chartered  steamer. 

Arrival  of,  at  Hampton  Roads  with  prize  brig  Henry  C.  Brooke .  155, 157 

Condition  of .  108 

Mentioned .  51,  120,  126-130, 134, 135, 174, 175,  468,  469, 494, 500,  584,  586 

Orders  for  movements .  494 

Georgia. 

Confederate  defenses  of.  Communications  from 

Davis,  George  W .  320 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  300,  320 

Olney,  Jeremiah .  300 

Proclamation  of  blockade  of,  by  President,  U.  S .  90 

Georgia  Troops.  Mentioned.  Infantry — Regiments :  3d,  626 ;  10th,  35,  720. 

Gerard,  Henry.  Mentioned .  47 

Germain,  Charles. 

Correspondence  with  Louis  M.  Goldsborougli .  660 

Mentioned .  651 

Germantown,  C.  S.  ship. 

Fitting  out  of .  716 

Mentioned .  659,  723,  751 

Gertrude,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  336,  337,  383 

Gherardi,  Bancroft.  Mentioned .  629,644 

Giddings,  John  E. 

Correspondence  with  Louis  M.  Goldsborough .  487,  511 

Mentioned .  344,  527,  551,  606,  623 

Reports  of. 

Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.  Battle  of,  February  10,  1862 .  620 

Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina.  Battle  of,  February  7  and  8,  1862. ..  573 

Gifford,  Thomas  H.  Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  Union .  81 

Gilchrist,  Edward.  Mentioned .  246,  257 

Gilfacer,  Patrick.  Mentioned . . . , .  641 

Gilkenson,  James.  Mentioned .  103 

Gillespie,  John.  Mentioned .  236 

Gillespie,  William  T.  Report  of  collision  between  U.  S.  barks  Braziliera  and 

Amanda .  680 

Gilliam,  Henry  A.  Mentioned .  140,142,143 

Gillis,  John  P. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  172 

Mentioned . . .  120-123, 127, 135, 171,  314 

Reports  of. 

Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina.  Capture  of  Confederate  batteries  at, 

August  28  and  29,  1861 .  123, 125 

Monticello,  U.  S.  S.  Movements  of . ' . .  30,194 

Seminole,  U.  S.  S.  Movements  of .  332 

Gilmore,  George.  Mentioned . . .  297 

Gladden,  George  C.  Mentioned .  102 

Gladiator,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  26,  85,  86,  95,  218, 219 

Gladiator,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  443,  444,  454,  455,  460,  461 

Glen,  Bark.  Mentioned .  68 

Glencove,  Vessel.  Mentioned .  699 


Afterwards  C.  S.  S.  Richmond,  which  see. 
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Glisson,  Oliver  S.  v  *  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Braiue,  Daniel  L .  499 

Goldsborongl),  L.  M .  358,436,465 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  114,115,432 

Stringham,  S.  H .  9 

Mentioned .  10, 

81,  110,  114,  116,  160,  296,  298,  342,  419,  438,  455,  465,  467,  476,  478,  519,  748 
Reports  of. 

Allen  Middleton,  Schooner.  Assistance  rendered,  by  U.  S.  S.  Mount 

Vernon .  464 

Blockade  runners.  Movements  of .  511 

British  Queen,  Schooner.  Capture  of .  675 

Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina.  Sinking  of  obstructions  in,  by 

Confederates .  646 

Fugitive  slaves .  8, 107,  297 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia.  Engagement  between  U.  S.  S.  Savannah 

and  C.  S.  tug  Harmony  in,  August  30,  1861 .  149 

Mariner,  Steamer.  Chase  of .  483 

Mississippi,  H.  S.  transport  steamer.  Assistance  rendered,  by  U.  S.  S. 

Mount  Vernon .  674 

Monticello,  Brig.  Recapture  of .  113 

Mount  Vernon,  U.  S.  S. 

Capture  made  by .  297 

Condition  of .  247 

Movements  of .  303 

Rappahannock  River,  Virginia.  Reconnoissance  in .  95 

Wild  Pigeon,  Sloop.  Capture  of .  17 

Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Blockade  of .  477,  545 

Destruction  of  light-ship  off .  493 

Gloucester  Point,  Va. 

Armament  of  battery .  746 

Defenses  of.  Report  of  William  C.  Whittle .  724,  734 

Godfrey,  A.  M.  Mentioned .  Ill 

Godfrey,  N.  P. 

Correspondence  with  State  Department,  U.  S . Ill 

Mentioned . _* .  112 

Gold  Hunter,  Brigantine.  Mentioned . 201 

Goldsborough,  Ellen.  See  Ellen  Goldsborough,  Schooner. 

Goldsborough,  John  R. 

Mentioned .  71 

Reports  of. 

B.  T.  Martin,  Brig.  Burning  of .  41 

Union,  U.  S.  S.  Movements  of .  10 

Goldsborough,  Louis  M. 

Appointed  to  command  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron .  233 

Assumes  command  of  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron .  248 

Correspondence  with 

Allen,  Francis  P .  428 

Armstrong,  J  ames  F .  455)  679 

Arnold,  Plenry  N.  T . 475 

Baulsir,  William  J . ...  464 

Behm,  Charles  F.  W .  358,  522,  569,  571 

Boomer,  Ephraim .  578' 

.Braine,  Daniel  L .  255,  261,  329,  384,  385,  417,  440,  478 
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G-oldsborough,  Louis  M. — Continued.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Browne,  George  W .  459,  463,  473,  474,  487 

Bryson,  Andrew  . .  490,  529,  628,  644,  645 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E .  468,  469,  472,  494,  500,  672 

Cavendy,  Edward .  391,477,497 

Chambers,  James  S .  681 

Chandler,  William .  255,256 

Chaplin,  James  Crossan .  357,  363,  376,  489 

Clark,  Thomas .  514 

Clary,  Albert  G .  425 

Colhoun,  Edmund  R .  433,  568 

Commodore  Barney,  U.  S.  S.,  Commanding  officer  of .  410 

Connor,  James  G .  337 

Dix,  John  A .  349,350,431,436 

Du  Pout,  Samuel  F .  343,  350,  356 

Elliott,  Jared  L .  249 

Fahre,  Charles .  502,  503 

Forrest,  French .  742 

French,  Charles  A .  491 

Gardner,  Arthur  S .  381 

Germain,  Charles  . . .  630 

Giddings,  John  E .  487,  511,  573 

Glisson,  Oliver  S . .  297,  303,  358,  436,  464,  465,  477, 483,  493,  511,  545,  646,  674,  675 

Goodwin,  Nathaniel . . .  372,380,490 

Graves,  George  W . .  317,  451,  456,  495 

Greeu,  Charles .  260,  328,  353,  391,  427,  476,  500 

Griffiths,  Herbert  M .  382,414 

Hays,  Peter .  492,5*1 

Hooker,  Edward . 

Hotchkiss,  William  J .  576,577 

Huger,  Benjamin .  287,503 

Humphrey,  John .  433,446 

Jeffers,  William  . .  561,  656 

Jones,  Samuel  J .  580,  621 

Lardner,  James  L .  260,  280,  291,  298,  332 

Lee,  George  . .  388 

Livingston,  John  . .  352,417 

Lockwood,  Samuel .  305,  306,  357,  436,  460 

Lomax,  Robert .  880 

Loring,  Charles  . . 

Lowry,  Reigart  . . j 

MacDiarmid,  John .  i)75>  576 

Marston,  John . 

293,  295,  324,  329,  332,  334,  340,  353,  359,  521,  544,  652,  661,  662,  668,  673 

qoo 

Merrill,  James  . . 

Morgan,  George  . . 

Murray,  Alexander ....  269,  271,  288,  298,  335-337,  366, 442,  453, 455,  466,  470,  495 
Navy  Department, U.S.  189, 234,  243,  246,  247, 249-252,  257,  258,  265,  272,  274,  278, 
279, 289,  293, 298-300, 305,  308,  310,  313-315,  319,  329,  336,  339,  341,  342,  349, 
351,  354-356,  359,  367,  376,  377,  389,  395,  400,  405, 411,  414,  422-424,  433,  443, 
,  447-449,  454,  460,  462,  471,  473,  476,  478,  479,  486, 489,  498,  501, 502,  507,  509, 

512,  516,  517,  519,  527,  528,  530,  580,  593,  594,  603,  624,  642,  653,  664, 666,  683 
New  York,  Spanish  consul  at .  388 

North,  William  . . .  ' 

Parker,  William  A .  285,  376,  390,  407,  409,  419, 424,  47o 
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Goldsborough,  Louis  M.— Continued.  v  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Phelps,  Thomas  S .  318 

Porter,  Benjamin  H .  578 

Powhatan,*  U.  S.  S.,  Commanding  officer  of .  311 

Prentiss,  George  A .  269,  335,  416,  453,  465,  486 

Purvianee,  Hugh  Y .  280,  343,  413 

Quackenbush,  Stephen  P .  513 

Eenshaw,  Richard  T .  495,  567 

Reynolds,  Silas .  514 

Ringgold,  Cad walader . . .  250 

Ringgold,  Cadwalader,  et  al .  343 

Rowan,  Stephen  C .  253, 

255,  264,  270,  523,  524,  537,  539,  542,  605,  606,  631,  637,  650,  654 

Sanborn,  Francis  W . 443 

Sartori,  Lewis  C .  386,  397 

Shaw,  J.  M .  350 

Smith,  William. . 285,  363,  392,  438,  439,  441,  444,  450,  452,  457,  458,  475,  494,  512 

Stellwagen,  Henry  S .  267,  279,  308,  309 

Stringham,  Silas  H .  10,  41 

Studley,  Ira  B .  469,  484,  515 

Thacher,  Oliver .  237 

Thompson,  Ebenezer .  382 

Trenehard,  Stephen  D .  341,  466 

Van  Brunt,  Gershom  J .  543,  663,  672 

Van  Brunt,  Gershom  J.,  et  al .  414 

Wells,  Francis  S .  485,  495,  574,  657 

Werden,  Reed .  261,  315, 

318,  319,  342,  344,  377,  389,  397,  400,  410,  414,  428,  464,  480,  497,  555,  556,  628 

Whealton,  John  A.  M .  337 

Wilmington,  N.  C.,  Senior  U.  S.  naval  officer  off .  540 

Woodhull,  M.  S . 358 

Woodward,  Thomas  J .  495;  577 

Wool,  John  E .  259, 299,  351,  432,  434,  435,  501,  504,  514,  515 

Yard,  Edward  M .  251,  317 

General  instructions  regarding  blockade .  266,  307,  419 

Letter  of  instructions  to  prize  masters .  426 

Memorandum  regarding  movements  of  vessels  in  Hampton  Roads .  515 

Mentioned .  232,  237,  248,  268,  282,  289, 

313,  332,  358,  361,  362,  384,  387,  437,  447,  456,  457,  463,  471,  493,  502,  504,  507, 
525,  528,  535,  538,  539,  586,  604,  629,  630,  641,  643,  651,  663,  669,  677,  694,  745 

Order  for  observance  of  day  of  fasting  and  prayer .  253 

Proclamation  to  the  people  of  North  Carolina .  639 

Reports  of. 

Ariel,  British  brig.  Capture  of .  344 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Affairs  of .  256 

Condition  of  vessels .  374 

Disposition  of  vessels .  282 

Movements  of  vessels .  334^  357 

Brooklyn,  U.  S.  S.  Movements  of .  494 

Cambridge,  U.  S.  S.  Collision  with  schooner  Chief .  379 

Charleston,  S.  C.  Escape  of  C.  S.  S.  Nashville  from,  October  26, 1861.  360,  361 

Chincoteague  Inlet,  Virginia.  Destruction  of  schooner  in . .  288 

Chincoteague  Island,  Virginia.  Loyal  inhabitants  of .  415 


‘Afterwards  U.  S.  S.  King  Philip. 
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Goldsborough,  Louis  M.— Continued.  Page. 

Reports  of. 

Cliowan  River,  North  Carolina.  Reconnoissanco  of,  February  18-20, 

1862  .  655 

Commodore  Barney. 

Increase  of  armament  of .  678 

Condition  of .  380-382 

Commodore  Perry.  Increase  of  armament .  678 

Congress,  IT.  S.  ship.  Crew  of .  496 

Du  Pont,  S.  F, 

Arrival  of,  at  Hampton  Roads .  340 

Departure  of,  from  Hampton  Roads .  375 

Edenton,  N.  C.  Expedition  to,  and  for  the  obstruction  of  the  Albe¬ 
marle  and  Chesapeake  Canal .  632,  635 

Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.  Battle  of,  February  10,  1862  .  604,  606 

Granite,  U.  S.  sloop,  and  Hetzel,  U.  S.  S.  Change  of  armament  of .  678 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia.  Capture  of  water  tank  in,  December  29, 

1861  .  491 

Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina.  Operations  in .  307,  412,  526 

Isaac  N.  Seymour,  U.  S.  S.  Loss  of,  February  20,  1862 .  657 

James  River,  Virginia.  Capture  of  two  fishing  boats  in .  434 

Merrimack  (Virginia),  C.  S.  S. 

Preparations  to  resist  attack  by .  333 

Rumor  of  proposed  demonstration  by .  287 

Newport  News,  Va.  Rumor  of  attack  upon  U.  S.  vessels  at,  by  Con¬ 
federates .  437 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Affairs  of .  490 

Captures  made  by  vessels  of .  480 

Condition  of  vessels .  413,438 

Disposition  of  vessels .  375 

Movements  of  vessels .  408,  445, 456,  463,  465,  474,  497,  500 

North  Carolina. 

Loyal  citizens  of .  540 

Reconnoissance  of  inlets  of .  318 

Ocracoke  Inlet,  North  Carolina.  Blocking  of .  430 

Pembina,  U.  S.  S.  Collision  with  schooner  John  B.  Holmes .  379 

Prony,  French  war  steamer.  Loss  of,  November  5,  1861 .  399,402,418 

Providencia,  Spanish  bark.  Case  of .  384,  386,  441 

Rip  Raps,  The.  Proposed  transfer  of,  from  the  Army  to  the  Navy _  312 

Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina. 

Battle  of,  February  7  and  8,  1862 .  549-555 

Plan  to  capture .  421 

Preparations  for  attack  upon .  536,  538,  544 

Roanoke,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of .  394 

Savannah,  Ga.  Escape  of  steamer  Bermuda  into,  September  i  6, 1861 .  286,  287 
South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Condition  of  vessels .  380,  381,  416,  427,  432 

Departure  of  vessels  of,  from  Hampton  Roads .  375,  425 

Movements  of  vessels .  409 

Southern  ports.  Blockade  of .  281,  307,  418 

Thomas  Watson,  Ship.  Destruction  of .  323 

AVinanstank.  Detention  of .  346 

Gondar,  Ship.  Mentioned .  33,34,46,47,48,67,269,305,680 

Gonzales,  Charles.  Mentioned .  102 

Good,  Charles.  Mentioned .  161 
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Good  Egg,  Sloop.  Capture  of .  147 

Goodell,  Mary.  See  Mary  Goodell,  Ship. 

Goodrich,  J.  Z.  For  correspondence,  see  Boston,  Mass.,  U.  S.  Collector  of 
Customs  at. 

Goodwin,  Nathaniel. 

Correspondence  with  L.  M.  Goldshorough .  380,  490 

Mentioned .  427 

Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  hark  Amanda .  372 

Gordon,*  C.  S.  Privateer. 

Charter  of .  138 

Mentioned .  68,  79,  86,  406,  407,  499,  545,  695,  713,  737,  781,  782,  794,  795 

Gordon,  Edward.  Mentioned .  125 

Gordon,  James  B.  Mentioned .  102 

Gordon,  Ship.  See  Gondar,  Ship. 

Gorgas,  Josiah.  Mentioned . 723,728 

Gough,  William.  Correspondence  with  J.  and  D.  MacRae  &.  Co .  468 

Governor  Morehead,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  783 

Grafton,  Edward  C.  Mentioned .  163,  250,  748 

Grand  Turk,  Turk’s  Islands,  U.  S.  Consul  at. 

Correspondence  with 

Salt  Cay,  Turk’s  Islands,  U.  S.  consular  agent  at .  229,  230 

State  Department,  U.  S .  228 

Mentioned .  227,  229-231,  238 

Granite,  U.  S.  sloop. 

Battle  of  Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina,  February  7  and  8,  1862 .  578 

Change  of  armament .  678 

Mentioned .  442,  453,  466,  527,  542,  551,  558,  559,  571,  582,  586,  587,  603 

Orders  for  movements . 443 

Grant,  Henry  D. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  Phillips  Lee .  294 

Mentioned .  293 

Grant,  Ulysses  S.  Mentioned . 650 

Grapeshot,  Floating  battery.  Mentioned .  472,  473 

Gravely,  Mr.  Mentioned .  153 

Graves,  George  W. 

Correspondence  with  L.  M.  Goldshorough . .  317,  451,  495 

Mentioned .  527,  551, 558,  606,  623,  637-639 

Reports  of. 

Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.  Battle  of,  February  10,  1862  .  618 

John  L.  Lockwood,  U.  S.  S.  Movements  of .  456 

Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina.  Battle  of,  February  7  and  8, 1862. ..  573 

Grazebrook,  William  J.  Mentioned . 100,101 

Great  Bridge,  Va.  Defense  of.  Communications  from  commandant  of  Nor¬ 
folk  navy  yard .  769 

Great  Britain,  U.  S.  Minister  to. 

Correspondence  with 

British  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs .  176 

Liverpool,  U.  S.  consul  at . . .  47,  48 

State  Department,  U.  S .  47,  265,  330,  406 

Mentioned .  34,  46, 100, 176,  214,  243,  248,  265,  330,  405,  454,  684 

Green,  Charles. 

Correspondence  with  L.  M.  Goldshorough .  260 

Mentioned . . .  25,  225,  370,  371,  380,  417,  463 


Afterwards  called  Theodora,  which  see. 
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Green,  Charles — Continued.  Pa°-e. 

Reports  of. 

Aigburth,  Schooner.  Capture  of .  152 

Alvarado,  Bark.  Destruction  of,  August  5, 1861  .  56-58 

Colonel  Long,  Schooner.  Capture  and  destruction  of .  166 

Havelock,  Sloop.  Capture  of .  476 

Jamestown,  U.  S.  ship. 

Condition  of .  500 

Movements  of .  15;  328 

Savannah,  Ga.  Blockade  of .  48,  352 

Wilmington,  N.  C.  Blockade  of .  353,391,427 

Greene,  Charles  H.  Mentioned .  163,  204 

Greenleaf,  Marcia.  See  Marcia  Greenleaf,  Ship. 

Gregory,  Samuel  S.  Mentioned .  722 

Gregory,  William  B.  Mentioned .  157, 158 

Grenade,  Floating  battery.  Mentioned .  472,473 

Grevins,  Iris.  Mentioned .  81 

Griffin,  Columbus  L.  Mentioned .  127 

Griffin,  Thomas  J.  Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  Miami .  648 

Griffith,  Walter  B.  Mentioned .  578,611 

Griffiths,  Herbert  M.  Reports  of. 

Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.  Value  of  Confederate  vessels  captured  and  destroyed 

in  battle  of .  622 


O.  M.  Pettit,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of . 

Whitehall,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of . 

Grimes,  George  W.  Mentioned . . 

Grinnell,  Lawrence.  Correspondence  with  Thomas  Sands 
Grinnell,  Moses  H. 

Correspondence  with  State  Department,  U.  S . . . 

Mentioned . 

Guerilla,  Bark.  Mentioned . . . . 

Guide,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned . 

Gunnison,  N.  Correspondence  with  R.  Frotkingham . 

Gwin,  William. 

Mentioned . 

Report  of  expedition  to  Corrotoman  Creek,  Virginia. .. 

Gwynn,  Walter.  Mentioned . 

H.  W.  Johnson,  Schooner.  Chase  of,  by  steamer  Theodora 

Haggard,  James  B.  Mentioned . 

Haggerty,  Francis  S.  Mentioned . 

Haggett,  F.  Mentioned . 

Haines,  Edward  L.  Mentioned . 

Hale,  E.  B.  See  E.  B.  Hale,  U.  S.  S. 

Hale,  Elias  W.  Mentioned . 

Hale,  Kate.  See  Kate  Hale,  Schooner. 

Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  U.  S.  Consul  at. 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . 

State  Department,  U.  S . . 

Mentioned . 

Hall,  Mr.  Mentioned . 

Hall,  Ed.  Mentioned . 

Hall,  George.  Mentioned . 

Hall,  Sidney.  See  Sidney  Hall,  Steamer. 

Hall,  Tho.  Mentioned . 

Hallie  Jackson,  Brig.  Mentioned . 


.  382 

.  414 

.  140,143 

. .  389 

.  7 

.  12 

. .  473 

.  473,584-586 

. .  354 

407,  424,  689-691,  748 

.  408 

.  791 

.  406 

.  199 

.  61,252,314 

.  396 

.  425 

.  395 


. . .  171,  210,  227, 258,  274 

. .  320 

227, 250,  258,  319,  549,  685 

. .  777 

. .  338 

.  338 

. .  338 

. .  18 
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Hammond,  Josiah  B.  Mentioned .  571,  578,  579 

Hammond,  Joseph  H.  Mentioned .  665 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 

Affairs  in  vicinity  of. 

Communications  from 

Marston,  John . . .  535,  662,  677 

Van  Brunt,  G.  J .  543,  672 

Reports  of 

Marston,  John .  661 

Sharp,  William . . .  747 

Capture  of  water  tank  in,  December  29,  1861.  Reports  of 

Goldsborough,  L.  M .  491 

Hays,  Peter .  492 

Lynch,  William  F .  492 

Engagement  between  Federal  vessels  and  C.  S.  tug  Harmony  in,  August 
30, 1861. 

Communications  from 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  149 

Wool,  John  E .  168 

Reports  of 

Forrest,  F .  150 

Glisson,  O.  S .  149 

Hull,  J.  B . . .  148,149 

Movements  of  vessels  in.  Memoranda  of  L.  M.  Goldsborough  concerning.  515 

Movements  of  Federal  troops  in  vicinity  of.  Report  of  J.  F.  Milligan _  742 

Presence  of  French  vessels  of  war  in.  Reports  of  John  Marston .  521,  640 

Proposed  attack  upon  Federal  vessels  in.  Orders  and  instructions  of 

William  F.  Lynch .  751 

Removal  of  obstructions  for  passage  of  C.  S.  S.  Virginia  (Merrimack)  to.  747,  749 

Return  of  Burnside  fleet  to.  Communication  from  J.  C.  Harwood .  756 

See  also  Newport  News,  Va.;  also,  Norfolk,  Va. 

Hampton,  Va.  Burning  of.  Report  of  S.  H.  Stringham .  66 

Hand,  Alexander.  Mentioned .  575,  581 

Hanell,  George.  Mentioned .  675 

Hanks,  Captain.  Mentioned .  795 

Hannah  Balch,  Brigantine.  Mentioned . 8,62,783 

Hanson,  Mr.  Mentioned .  396 

Hardee,*  Captain.  Mentioned .  35 

Harlan,  George  C. 

Mentioned . 39 

Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  Union .  81 

Harmony,  Schooner.  Capture  of . 237,284,693 

Harmony,  Tug. 

Charter  of,  by  Confederates .  709 

Engagement  with  U.  S.  ship  Savannah  in  Hampton  Roads,  August  30, 

1861  .  148-150 

Mentioned .  722,  724,  732,  733,  768 

Harrell,  Abram  D. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  534 


Reports  of. 

Miami,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of .  547  947 

Movements  of . .  954 


Probably  Richard  R.  Hawes. 
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Harriet  Lane,  17.  S.  S. 

Condition  ot. . . . .  ^  \ri \  ] y9  1S{> 

Engagement  Xvitli  Confederate  batteries  at  Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina, 

August  28  and  29, 1861 .  129-131 

Injury  received  in  passing-  Confederate  battery  at  Shipping  Point,  Ya _  651 

Mentioned .  75  81 

91,  120-122,  125,  126,  131-136,  139,  143,  154, 156, 159, 175, 192,  236,  282,’  782 

Movements  of .  83,  92,  95,  650,  655 

Orders  for  movements .  77  jgp  jgg 

Harriet  P.  Ryan,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  197,199  227-231,263  271 

Harrington,  Captain.  Mentioned .  '  268 

Harrington,  George.  For  correspondence,  see  Treasury  Department,  U.  S. 

Harris,  Charles.  Mentioned . . . . .  559—561  581 

Harris,  David.  Mentioned .  9 

Harris,  Frank  M.  Mentioned .  595 

Harris,  John  H.  Mentioned .  ggg 

Harrison,  Napoleon  B.  Mentioned .  427 

Harrison,  Thomas  L.  Mentioned .  749 

Harron,  Jeremiah.  Mentioned .  9 

Hart,  Isaac  W.  Mentioned .  276  278 

Hart,  Stephen.  See  Stephen  Hart,  Schooner. 

Hartford,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  542  544 

Harwood,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  ggg 

Harwood,  A.  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Goldsborough,  L.  M .  gpg 

Hull,  Joseph  B .  209 

Smith,  Joseph .  gg4 

Mentioned .  220 

Harwood,  J.  C.  Correspondence  with  John  R.  Tucker .  750 

Harwood,  Thomas  M.  Mentioned .  HI 

Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 

Blockade  of. 

Communications  from  S.  C.  Rowan . . 158,  273 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Goldsborough,  L.  M .  489,  491,  495,  511-514 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  162,534 

Stringham,  S.  H .  459 

Van  Brunt,  G.  J .  299 

Reports  of 

Chauncey,  John  S .  206 

Goldsborough,  L.  M .  307,412,418 

Lowry,  R.  B .  303,  378 

Rowan,  S.  C . .  154, 160, 161, 172-175,  191, 198, 264,  270 

Selfridge,  Thomas  O .  72 

Stellwagen,  H.  S .  268,279,309 

Stringham,  S.  H .  g4 

Werden,  Reed .  497 

Capture  of  Confederate  batteries  at,  August  28  and  29,  1861. 

Abstract  logs  of 

Minnesota,  U.  S.  S .  434 

Monticello,  U.  S.  S .  434 

Pawnee,  U.  S.  S .  13g 

Susquehanna,  U.  S.  S .  13g 

Wabash,  U.  S.  S .  13g 

N  W  R — YOL  6 - 53 
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Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina— Continued.  '  Page. 

Capture  of  Confederate  batteries  at,  August  28  and  29,  1861. 

Articles  of  capitulation .  120 

Casualties .  128 

Communications  from 

President,  C.  S .  187 

Stringham,  S.  H.,  forwarding  reports  of  Confederate  officers .  203 

Congratulatory  communications  from  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  131, 133 

Disposition  of  prisoners .  132, 133,  155 

Reports  of 

Andrews,  W.  8.G .  143 

Barron,  S .  138, 144 

Faunce,  John .  129 

Gatlin,  R.  C .  138 

Gillis,  John  P .  123,125 

Martin, William  F .  140 

Mercer,  Samuel . - .  125 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of .  137, 138 

Rowan,  S.  C .  129 

Sinclair,  A .  138 

Stellwagen,  H.  S .  127 

Stringham,  S.  H .  119-125,132-134 

Confederate  defenses  of. 

Communications  from 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  77 

New  York  Board  of  Underwriters .  77 

Thompson,  W.  Bevershaw . . .  713 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Barron,  S .  715,  718 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Va.,  Commandant  of .  723 

Thompson,  W.  Bevershaw .  713 

Statement  of  Daniel  A.  Campbell  and  Henry  W.  Penny .  78 

Disposition  of  prizes  captured  in.  Orders  and  instructions,  Navy  Depart¬ 
ment,  U.  S .  248 

Engagement  between  C.  S.  S.  Curlew  and  U.  S.  S.  Corwin  in,  November  14, 

1861. 

Communications  from 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  431 

Treasury  Department,  U.  S .  430 

Report  of  Thomas  S.  Phelps . 430 

Engagement  between  United  States  and  Confederate  vessels  in.  Report 

of  Reed  W erden .  377, 464 

Expedition  to.  Preparations  for. 

Communications  from 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  69,  77,  82, 107 

Scott,  Winfield .  106 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Scott,  Winfield .  82 

Wool,  John  E .  112 

Reports  of 

Huger,  Benjamin .  137 

Stellwagen,  H.  S .  108 

Stringham,  S.  H .  84,  102, 108, 109, 112 

Importance  of,  as  base  of  military  operations.  Report  of  S.  C.  Rowan _  173 

Movements  of  Confederate  vessels  in.  Report  of  Reed  Werden .  344,389 

Obstruction  of.  See  Obstruction  of  Southern  harbors,  etc. 
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Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina — Continued.  page 

Operations  in.  Report  of  L.  M.  Goldsborougli .  526 

Plans  of  Confederates  to  attack  forts  in.  Communications  from 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  486 

Wool,  John  E .  486 

Prizes  captured  in.  Reports  of 

Chauneey,  John  S .  262 

Rowan,  S.  C .  197,  199,  263 

Stringham,  S.  H .  195,197 

Haulston,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  235 

Havana,  Cuba,  U.  S.  Consul-General  at.  Correspondence  with  State  De¬ 
partment,  IT.  S .  118,  479 

Havelock,  Sloop.  Capture  of .  476 

Havener,  Captain.  Mentioned .  28 

Havers,  B.  F.  Mentioned .  783 

Havre,  France,  U.  S.  Consul  at. 

Correspondence  with  State  Department,  U.  S .  513 

Mentioned .  512 

Hawkins,  Rush  C. 

Correspondence  with  Stephen  C.  Rowan .  272 

Mentioned . 121, 

155, 162, 198,  207,  222,  238,  239,  241,  242,  246,  264,  270,  275,  289,  586,  654 

Hawley,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  787,  788 

Hawthorne,  James.  Mentioned . ^ .  675 

Hayman,  Daniel.  Mentioned .  199 

Haynes,  Mr.  Mentioned .  570 

Haynie,  Hancock  H.  Mentioned .  570 

Hays,  Peter. 

Mentioned .  527, 551,  606,  623 

Reports  of. 

Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.  Battle  of,  February  10, 1862  .  616 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia.  Capture  of  water  tank  in,  December  29, 

1861  .  492 

Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina.  Battle  of,  February  7  and  8,  1862..  571 

Hazard,  Samuel  F. 

Mentioned .  299,  472,  523,  551,  582,  584,  587 

Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  Whitehall .  414 

Hazlehurst  &  Co.  Mentioned .  541,  542 

Heath,  Roscoe  B.  Correspondence  with  Edward  W.  Ward .  521 

Heberton,  Edward  F.  Mentioned . - .  560 

Heinrichs,  Edward.  Mentioned .  199 

Heiss,  William  H.  Mentioned .  650 

Helen,  Bark.  Mentioned .  509,  653 

Henderson,  Mr.  Mentioned .  101 

Henderson,  Crusoe.  Mentioned .  107 

Henderson,  J.  J.  Mentioned .  596 

Henderson,  James  L.  Mentioned .  724,  725,  730,  740 

Henderson,  John.  Mentioned .  235 

Henningsen,  Charles  F. 

Mentioned .  595,  608 

Report  of  battle  of  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.,  February  10,  1862  .  624 

Henry,  Mr.  Mentioned .  370 

Henry  Brinker,  U.  S.  S. 

Battles  of 

Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.,  February  10, 1862 .  620 

Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina,  February  7  and  8,  1862  .  573,574 
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Mentioned .  474,  527,  551,  554,  562,  566,  567,  582,  586,  589-592,  603,  606,  623 

Orders  for  movements .  487,  511 

Henry  C.  Brooks,  Brig. 

Capture  of . - .  135,  263 

Mentioned .  154-157 

Henry,  Edmund  W.  Mentioned .  163,  204 

Henry  Middleton,  Schooner. 

Capture  of .  103, 104 

Mentioned .  99, 180 

Henry  Nutt,  Schooner. 

Capture  of . 263 

Mentioned .  135,  273 

Ordered  to  Philadelphia  for  adjudication .  249 

Herald,  British  hrig. 

Capture  of,  July  16, 1861 .  19,  219 

Mentioned .  46,61,67,71,219 

Orders  concerning . . .  33,  40,  42 

Herald,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  683 

Herbert,  James.  Mentioned .  579,  581 

Hermine,  Bremen  ship.  Mentioned .  4 

Herndon,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  486 

Hero,  Schooner.  Mentioned.... .  268,310 

Hetzel,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  October  5,  1861,  to  March  7,  1862 .  693 

Battles  of 

Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.,  February  10,  1862  . .  609-611 

Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina,  February  7  and  8,  1862 .  558-561,  581 

Condition  of .  441,  678 

Mentioned .  253,  267,  268,  282,  307-309,  418,  439,  450, 

458,  527,  551,  565,  578,  582,  586,  588,  590,  591,  593,  603,  606-608,  623,  694,  748 

Movements  of .  497 

Orders  for  movements .  486 

Hewett,  W.  N.  W.  Correspondence  with  S.  H.  Stringham . 184 

Hickley,  Henry  D.  Correspondence  with  S.  H.  Stringham .  85 

Hicks,  Captain.  Mentioned .  728,  748 

Hicks,  William  A.  Mentioned.... .  745 

Highlander,  IT.  S.  Army  schooner.  Mentioned .  473 

Hill,  C.  Mentioned .  412 

Hill,  Colonel.  See  Colonel  Hill ,  Steamer. 

Hill,  Daniel  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Cooper,  S .  736 

Navy  Department,  C.S .  736,  739 

Mentioned .  739,744 

Hill,  George  H.  Mentioned .  598-600 

Hill,  George  W.  Mentioned .  975 

Hill,  I.  A.  Mentioned . 333 

Hill,  John.  Mentioned .  533 

Hill,  Littleton  R.  Mentioned .  333 

Hill,  Munro  Berry.  Mentioned . 258 

Hill,  Timothy.  Mentioned .  33g 

Hind,  British  bark.  Mentioned .  217 

Hitch,  Mr.  Mentioned .  236 

Hitchcock,  James  B.  Mentioned .  343 

Hitehings,  Mr.  Mentioned .  708,709 
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Pace. 

Hines,  Henry.  Mentioned .  129 

Hinrick,  Mr.  Mentioned .  597 

Hobby,  James  R.  Mentioned .  689 

Hodge,  Benjamin  M.,  jr.  Correspondence  with  J.  E.  Allen  . .  341 

Hodges,  J.  Gregory.  Correspondence  with 

McLaws,  L .  759 

Noland,  C.  St.  George .  758 

Hoft,  Captain.  Mentioned .  790 

Hog  Island,  Virginia.  Reestablishment  of  light  at.  Report  of  A.  Murray. ..  455 

Hoge,  Moses  D.  ( ?)  Mentioned .  196 

Holden,  Eli.  Mentioned .  572,  581 

Holland,  John  S.  D.  Mentioned .  235 

Hollis,  Master’s  Mate.  Mentioned .  366 

Holly,  Augustus.  See  Augustus  Holly,  Vessel. 

Holly,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  473 

Holmes,  John  B.  See  John  B.  Holmes,  Schooner. 

Holmes,  Theopliilus  H. 

Commendatory  orders  concerning  Lieutenant  C.  C.  Simms,  C.  S.  Navy .  735 

Mentioned .  721 

Holston,  Josiah.  Mentioned .  338 

Holston,  Leven.  Mentioned .  339 

Hood,  John  B.  Mentioned .  35,36 

Hooker,  Edward. 

Correspondence  with  Alexander  Murray .  384 

Mentioned .  288 

Report  of  loss  of  schooner  John  Wesley .  382 

Hoole,  James  L.  Mentioned .  594,595 

Hopkins,  Alfred.  Mentioned .  289,  338,  366 

Hopkins,  Henry.  Mentioned .  235,338 

Hopkins,  Mary  C.  See  Mary  C.  Hopkins,  Vessel. 

Hopkins,  William  R.  Mentioned .  13 

Hopkinson,  H.  E.  Mentioned .  689 

Horne,  David  B.,  jr.  Mentioned .  102 

Horton,  Andrew.  Mentioned .  564,565,581 

Horton,  Charles  D.  See  Charles  D.  Horton,  British  schooner. 

Hotchkiss,  William  J. 

Mentioned .  275,  527,  551,  606,  610,  623 

Reports  of. 

Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.  Battle  of,  February  10,  1862 .  620 

Prony,  French  war  steamer.  Loss  of,  November  5,  1861 .  402 

Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina.  Battle  of,  February  7  and  8, 1862. .  576,  577 

Houston,  George  P.  Mentioned .  56,58 

Howard,  Schooner. 

Mentioned .  542,  573-576,  585, 589 

Orders  for  movements .  514 

Howard,  William  A.  Mentioned .  28 

Howell,  John  C.  Mentioned .  163,204 

Hoy,  John  W.  Mentioned .  142 

Hubbard,  G.  Eustis.  Correspondence  with  State  Department,  U.  S .  228 

Hudgins,  Albert  G.  Mentioned .  745 

Hudgins,  R.  K.  Mentioned .  724,  746 

Hudgins,  William.  Mentioned .  446 

Hudgins,  William  E.  Mentioned .  724 

Hudley,  Paul.  Mentioned .  107 

Hudso,  Dr.  Mentioned .  339 
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Hudson,  Joshua.  Mentioned .  235 

Hudson,  William  L.  Mentioned .  27,  244 

Hugel,  Adolph.  See  Adolpli  Hug  el,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Huger,  Benjamin. 

Correspondence  with 

Fairfax,  A.  B .  729 

Goldsborougli,  L.  M .  287,  503 

Henningsen,  C.  F .  624 

Hunter,  Thomas  T .  725 

Lynch,  W.  F .  729,  730 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Commandant  of. . .  743-745,  749,  757,  759,  768,  769,  771,  777 

Stringham,  S.  II .  116 

War  Department,  C.S .  760 

Wise,  H.  A .  760,762 

Wright,  A.  R .  277 

Mentioned .  70,  71, 115, 138, 489,  598,  600,  632,  665,  719,  739,  750,  751,  761,  772 

Report  of  expedition  to  Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina .  137 

Hugh  Chisholm,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  21 

Hughes,  Mr.  Mentioned .  199 

Hughes,  Thomas  W.  B.  Mentioned . . .  578,579 

Hull,  J.  B. 

Correspondence  with  James  S.  Palmer .  152 

Mentioned .  3,  41, 149,  216 

Reports  of. 

Craney  Island,  Virginia.  Movements  of  Confederates  on  and  about-.  183 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia.  Engagement  between  U.  S.  ship  Savannah 

and  C.  S.  tug  Harmony  in,  August  30,  1861 . . .  148, 149 

James  River,  Virginia.  Movements  of  Confederate  steamer  in .  73 

Patrick  Henry,  C.  S.  S.  Attack  upon  U.  S.  steamers  Louisiana  and 

Savannah,  Septemer  13, 1861 .  208-210 

Humphrey,  John. 

Corresimndeuce  with  L.  M.  Goldsborough .  433 

Mentioned .  283,  392 

Reports  of. 

York  River, Virginia.  Affairs  in .  446 

Young  Rover,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of .  244 

Humphreys,  Humphrey.  Mentioned .  20 

Hunchback,  U.  S.  S. 

Attached  to  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron .  484 

Battle  of  Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina,  February  7  and  8,  1862 .  568,  569 

Colhoun,  Edmund  R.,  appointed  to  command .  490 

Mentioned .  514, 523, 527, 551, 553, 557, 570, 578, 583, 586, 591, 593, 603,609,  611,  654,  692 

Orders  for  movements .  513 

Hunt,  Theodore  G.  Correspondence  with  C.  ap  R.  Jones .  737 

Hunter,  John.  Mentioned .  9,641 

Hunter,  Miles.  Mentioned .  9 

Hunter,  Peter,  Mentioned .  9 

Hunter,  R.  M.  T.  For  correspondence,  see  State  Department,  C.  S. 

Hunter,  Samuel.  Mentioned .  9 

Hunter,  Thomas  T. 

Correspondence  with 

Alexander,  James  W .  711 

Huger,  Benjamin .  725 

Lee,  Sidney  S .  711 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Commandant  of .  719,  721,  727,  774 

Mentioned .  428,  430,  595,  625,  720,  721,  723,  786 
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Hussar,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned .  472, 473,  586 

Hussey,  Captain.  Mentioned .  182 

Hustace,  Richard.  Mentioned .  127 

Hutchings,  Albert.  Mentioned .  9 

Hutchinson,  James.  Mentioned .  HQ 

Hutchinson,  James,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  116 

Huth,  F.,  &  Co.  Mentioned .  170 

Huxley,  John  W.  Mentioned .  337 

Indiana,  Prize  schooner.  Mentioned .  73 

Indiana  Troops.  Mentioned.  Infantry — Regiment:  20th,  276-278,  289-292. 

Ingersoll,  Joseph  N.  Mentioned .  560,581 

Ingraham,  Duncan  N.  Mentioned .  709,  728 

Ingraham,  William  G.  Mentioned .  364,366 

Ireland,  Captain.  Mentioned .  195 

Iroquois,  U.  S.  S. 

Detached  from  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron .  157 

Detention  of,  at  Hampton  Roads .  167  168 

Mentioned .  25,  69,  72,  95, 133, 149, 156, 163, 172, 181,  192,  218,  287,  476 

Movements  of .  51,  92, 145, 151 

Orders  for  movements .  152,  274 

Irwin,  John.  Mentioned .  163 

Isaac  N.  Seymour,  U.  S.  S. 

Battle  of  Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina,  February  7  and  8, 1862 .  574,  581 

Condition  of .  452 

Mentioned .  527, 

551,  554,  557,  558,  562,  582,  584,  586,  589-592,  603,  606,  609,  619,  623,  658,  694 

Movements  of .  445 

Orders  for  movements .  485,  495 

Loss  of,  February  20,  1862  .  657 

Wells,  F.  S.,  appointed  to  command .  445 

Isaac  Toucey,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  396 

Isabella,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  795 

Isabella,  Ship.  Mentioned .  341 

Isabella  Ellis,  Schooner.  Mentioned . 795,796 

Isabelle,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  360 

Isherwood,  B.  F.  Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  Miami .  648 

Itasca,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  796 

Ives,  Thomas  P.  Mentioned .  553 

Ivey,  Captain.  Mentioned .  531 

J.  Alexander,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  268,  310 

J.  Rhoades,  Brig.  Mentioned .  14 

Jackson,  U.  S.  revenue  steamer.  Mentioned .  28 

Jackson,  Hallie.  See  Hallie  Jackson,  Brig. 

Jackson,  James.  Mentioned .  581 

Jackson,  John  P.  See  John  P.  Jackson,  U.  S.  S. 

Jackson,  M.  M.  Mentioned .  237,274 

For  correspondence,  see  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  U.  S.  Consul  at. 

Jackson,  Samuel.  Mentioned .  748 

Jackson,  William  C.  Mentioned .  596,  597,  607,  610,  611 

Jacob  Merrill,  Bark.  Mentioned .  473 

James,  Wednesday.  Mentioned .  107 

James  Adger,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  455,461 

James  Freeborn,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  679 

James  Murray,  U.  S.  chartered  tug.  Ordered  to  duty  in  Atlantic  Blockading 

Squadron .  299 
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James  P.  Whitbee,  Schooner.  Mentioned . - .  614 

James  River,  Virginia. 

Captures  made  in.  Reports  of 

Goldsborough,  L.  M .  434 

Livingston,  J.  W .  417 

Defenses  of. 

Buchanan,  Franklin,  appointed  to  command .  776 

Communications  from 

Colston,  R.  E .  774 

Magruder,  J.B .  717,750 

Navy  Department,  C.  S .  733,752 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  333 

Niles,  N .  333 

Tucker,  John  R . .  775 

Orders  and  instructions,  Magruder,  J.  B .  723,  753 

Engagement  between  United  States  vessels  and  C.  S.  S.  Patrick  Henry  in, 
December  2,  1861.  Reports  of 

Smith,  W .  457,458 

Tucker,  John  R . - .  459 

Movements  of  Confederate  vessels  in.  Reports  of 

Hull,  J.  B .  73 

Livingston,  J.  W .  40 

Request  of  L.  M.  Goldsborough  for  light-draft  gunboat  for .  350,  351 

Jamestown,*  C.  S.  S. 

Communication  from  Navy  Department,  IJ.  S.,  concerning .  250 

Condition  of .  747,  756,  768 

Mentioned .  257,  351,  435,  659,  661,  662,  710,  711,  746,  751,  759,  776,  777,  779 

Movements  of .  753 

Orders  for  movements .  752,  765 

Jamestown,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  218 

Jamestown,  U.  S.  ship. 

Captures  made  by .  152, 166,  476 

Condition  of .  391,  500 

Destruction  of  bark  Alvarado,  August  5,  1861 .  56-59 

Detention  of,  at  Hampton  Roads .  533 

Mentioned .  3,5,25, 

26,  65,  163,  211,  217,  226,  261,  282,  370,  371,  427,  477,  478,  484,  539,  542,  603 

Movements  of .  15,  48, 192,  328,  352,  353,  501,  546 

Orders  for  movements .  260 

Jamestown  Island,  Virginia. 

Construction  of  Confederate  batteries  on. 

Communications  from 

Barron,  S .  703-705,  708 

Jones,  Catesby  ap  R .  700 

Lee,  S.  S .  707 

Magruder,  J.  Bankhead .  712,  715 

Minor,  R.  D .  722 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Barron,  S .  706 

Cocke,  H.  II .  707 

Reports  of  Catesby  ap  R.  Jones .  699,  701,  702,  704,  727 

Jones,  Catesby  ap  R.,  relieved  of  command  of  defenses  of .  742 

Proposed  expedition  against.  Communication  from  Edward  Moore .  767 


*  Known  also  as  Thomas  Jefferson. 
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Jane  Campbell,  Schooner.  Page. 

Capture  of .  G89,  G90 

Mentioned .  447,  486 

Jeffers,  William  N. 

Mentioned .  237, 

428,  527,  542,  551,  566,  567,  574,  582,  587,  589-591,  593,  606,  608,  623,  636-638 
Reports  of. 

Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal.  Obstruction  of .  638 

Currituck  Sound,  North  Carolina.  Reconnoissance  in,  February  19 

and  20,  1862 .  656 

Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.,  battle  of,  February  10,  1862 .  611 

Ocracoke  Inlet,  North  Carolina.  Obstruction  of .  429 

Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina.  Battle  of,  February  7  and  8,  1862. ..  561 

Jefferson,  Thomas.  See  Thomas  Jefferson,  C.  S.  S. 

Jefferson  Davis,  C.  S.  privateer. 

Mentioned .  21,  31,  32,  57-59,  684,  688 

Movements  of .  151 

Jessier,  T.  C.  Mentioned .  170 

Jester,  Charles  S.  Mentioned .  339 

Jester,  Isaac.  Mentioned .  339 

Jester,  James.  Mentioned . *■- .  339 

Jester,  John.  Mentioned .  339 

Jester,  William.  Mentioned .  339 

Jewett,  Jedediah.  For  correspondence,  see  Portland,  Me.,  TJ.  S.  Collector  of 
Customs  at. 

John  Adams,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  101 

John  B.  Holmes,  Schooner.  Collision  with  U.  S.  S.  Pembina .  379 

John  Barbour,  Blockade  runner.  Mentioned .  530,  531 

John  Benjamin,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  783 

John  Clark,  Ship.  Assistance  rendered  by  U.  S.  S.  Daylight .  305,306 

John  Fraser,  Vessel.  Mentioned .  33,34,47 

John  L.  Lockwood,  U.  S.  S. 

Battles  of 

Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.,  February  10,  1862 .  618 

Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina,  February  7  and  8,  1862 .  573 

Blocking  of  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal .  638 

Condition  of .  438,  456 

Engagement  with  Confederate  batteries,  Hampton  Roads,  December  29, 

1861  .  492 

Expedition  to  Edenton,  N.  C.,  February  12,  1862 . - .  637 

Mentioned .  282,  334,  418,  4o7, 439, 442,  452,  527,  551, 

554,  558,  562,  574,  581-583,  586,  589-592,  603,  606,  608,  609,  612,  623,  654,  692 

Orders  for  movements .  252,  272,  451,  495 

Shelling  of  Confederate  encampment  above  Newport  News,  Va .  450,  458 

John  P.  Jackson,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  665,  668,  669 

John  Peil,  Vessel.  Mentioned .  411,  412 

John  Wesley,  Schooner.  Loss  of .  382-384 

Johnson,  Captain.  Mentioned .  531,790 

Johnson,  Andrew  W.  Mentioned .  695 

Johnson,  Bushrod  R.  Mentioned .  650 

Johnson,  Charles.  Mentioned .  464 

Johnson,  Conolly.  Mentioned .  297, 298 

Johnson,  Francis.  Mentioned .  442, 453 

Johnson,  H.  W.  See  H.  IF.  Johnson,  Schooner. 

Johnson,  James  L.  Mentioned .  596 
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Johnson,  John.  Mentioned .  199,570 

Johnson,  Lucius  J.  Mentioned .  142 

Johnston,  George.  Mentioned .  762,764, 

Johnston,  George  W.  Mentioned .  140,142,143, 

Johnston,  John.  Mentioned . 339 

Johnston,  Josiah.  Mentioned .  339 

Johnston,  Ro.  Correspondence  with  G.  B.  Coshy .  35 

Johnston,  Stuart  L.  Mentioned .  143;  144 

Jones,  Captain.  Mentioned .  268 

Jones,  Burton.  Mentioned .  339 

Jones,  C'atesby  ap  R. 

Correspondence  with 

Allen,  William .  700 

Barron,  Samuel  .  697,  698,  703,  706,  708,  709,  716 

Cocke,  II.  H .  707 

Ewell,  Benj.  S .  698,700 

Hunt,  T.  G . 737 

Lee,  Robert  E .  697,  698 

Lee,  Sidney  S .  707 

McLaws,  L .  720 

Magruder,  J .  Bankhead .  712,  715,  717,  724,  740 

Minor,  R.  D . .  722,  728,  731 

Navy  Department,  C.S .  742 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Commandant  of .  743  774 

Wilson,  John  P .  7 qq 

Mentioned . - .  708,  712,  716,  737,  742,  771 

Relieved  of  command  of  defenses  of  Jamestown  Island .  742 

Reports  of  construction  of  battery  on  Jamestown  Island. . . .  699,  701,  702,  704,  727 

Jones,  Edward.  Mentioned .  33g 

Jones,  George.  Mentioned .  672 

Jones,  George  P.  Mentioned .  35  37 

Jones,  I.  T.  Mentioned .  333 

Jones,  James.  Mentioned .  339 

Jones,  John.  Mentioned . 333 

Jones,  John  Edward.  Mentioned .  339 

Jones,  Samuel  J. 

Mentioned . 39 

Reports  of. 

Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.  Casualties  resulting  from  battle  of .  621 

Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina.  Casualties  resulting  from  battle  of.  580,  581 

Jones,  Sidney  S.  Mentioned .  35  37 

Jones,  William  P.  Mentioned .  662 

Jordon,  T.  C.  Mentioned .  727 

Jos.  H.  Toone,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  396 

Joseph  Whitney,  U.  S.  transport.  Mentioned .  84  498 

Josephine,  Schooner.  Mentioned . • .  737 

Josephus,  Sloop.  Capture  of .  34-37 

Joy,  Rufus.  Mentioned .  53^ 

Judah,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  258  259 

Julia,  British  schooner.  Mentioned .  201  244  690 

Junaluska,  C.  S.  S. 

Capture  of  U.  S.  Army  steamer  Fanny,  October  1,  1861  .  275-278 

Mentioned . 

Orders  for  movements . 

Juster,  William,  jr.  Mentioned . 1 .  333 
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K.  L.  Bruce,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  396 

Kahuha,  Steamer.  See  Kakakee,  Steamer. 

Kakakee,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  712,  722,  724,  762,  764 

Kate  Hale,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  482 

Kate  Waters,*  Bark.  Mentioned .  200 

Keele,  Ashley.  Mentioned .  129 

Kelly,  Robert  L.  Mentioned .  114,692 

Kempff,  Louis.  Mentioned .  103, 104 

Kennedy,  Charles  H. 

Correspondence  with  C.  C.  Simms .  719 

Mentioned . ,  735 

Kerens,  James  H.  Mentioned .  692 

Kerr,  Elizabeth.  Mentioned .  107 

Keyes,  John  S.  Mentioned .  189 

For  correspondence  see  Boston,  Mass.,  U.  S.  Marshal. 

Keystone  State,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  496 

Kimball,  Mary  J.  See  Mary  J.  Kimball,  Bark. 

King,  James  W.  Mentioned . 63 

King,  William  H.  Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  Union .  81 

King,  William  M.  Report  of  casualties  at  Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina, 

August  28  and  29,  1861  .  128 

Kingfisher,  U.  S.  hark.  Ordered  to  duty  in  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.. .  181 

Kinnakeet,  N.  C.  Engagement  between  U.  S.  S.  Monticello  and  Confederates 
at,  October  5, 1861. 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  S.  Monticello .  292 

Reports  of 

Braine,  D.  L .  291 

Lardner,  J.  L .  291 

Van  Brunt,  G.  J .  290 

Kittredge,  J.,  &  Co.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  72 

Klingender,  M.  G.  Mentioned .  510 

Knapp,  Chauncey.  Mentioned .  62 

Knight,  Captain.  Mentioned .  321 

Knight,  C.  W.  Mentioned .  141 

Knight,  Valerius  A.  Mentioned . .  597,  781 

Knight,  William  D.  Mentioned .  781,786 

Kraigbaum,  J.  D.  Mentioned .  124,134 

L.  B.  Myers,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  661,662,668 

Labuan,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  460 

Lady  Antrim,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  796 

Lady  Davis,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned . .  182 

Lafitte,  John  B.  Mentioned .  97 

Lahey,  John.  Mentioned .  615,  621 

L’Anjy,  Captain.  Mentioned .  590,  628 

Lamar,  Mr.  Mentioned .  322 

Lamb,  Mr.  Mentioned .  754 

Lamb,  J.  C.  Mentioned .  141, 143 

Lamb,  William  W.  Mentioned . - .  446 

For  correspondence,  see  Norfolk,  Ya.  Mayor  of. 

Lambert's  Point,  Va.  Armament  of  battery .  741 

Lancaster,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  215 

Lancer,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned .  47*,  ■*  <3,  553, 584,  586 

Lane,  Harriet.  See  Harriet  Lane,  U.  S.  S. 


Formerly  San  Jacinto. 
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Lanier,  Edmund.  '  Page. 

Correspondence  with  George  P.  Lee .  387 

Mentioned .  356,  387,  388 

Report  of  case  of  Spanish  hark  Providencia .  387 

Lardner,  James  L. 

Appointed  to  command  IT.  S.  S.  Susquehanna .  260 

Correspondence  with 

Braine,  Daniel  L .  291 

Goldsborough,  L.  M .  280,  332,  343 

Stellwagen,  H.  S .  290 

Werden,  Reed .  289 

Mentioned .  275,  290,  329,  343,  361,  362 

Reports  of. 


Charleston,  S.  C.  Escape  of  C.  S.  S.  Nashville  from,  October  26, 1861 .  .361,  362 
Kinnakeet,  N.  C.  Engagement  between  U.  S.  S.  Monticello  and  Con¬ 
federates  at,  October  5, 1861  .  291 

Susquehanna,  U.  S.  S.  Movements  of .  298 

Larned,  Frank  H.  Mentioned .  121 

Lascalle,  Edward.  Mentioned .  103 

Lasselle,  James  T.  Mentioned . 142 

Lawrence,  A.  M.  See  A.  M.  Lawrence,  Ship. 

Lawton,  Alexander  R.  Mentioned .  321,  323 

Lay,  John  L.  Mentioned .  g39 

Layton,  Charles.  Mentioned . . . . . .  107 

Lee,  Agnes.  See  Agnes  Lee.,  Slip. 

Lee,  Fanny.  See  Fanny  Lee,  Schooner. 

Lee,  George  P. 

Correspondence  with  E.  Lanier . , .  337 

Report  of  case  of  Spanish  bark  Providencia .  388 

Lee,  George  W.  C.  Mentioned . . . . .  73O  792 

Lee,  Robert  E. 

Correspondence  with 

Cocke,  H.  H .  698,706 

J ones,  Catesby  ap  R . . . . . . . .  697  698 

Mentioned .  697,  700_  706j  712?  728’  792 

Lee,  Samuel  Phillips. 

Correspondence  with 

Goldsborough,  L.  M .  g4g 

Grant,  Henry  D .  2c^ 

Pendergrast,  Garrett  J .  9g 

Whiting,  William  D .  g9g 

Mentioned .  13,  103, 104,  274,  293,  324,  327,  332,  343,  360 

Reports  of.  '  ’ 

Catinat,  H.  I.  M.  S.  Arrival  off  Charleston,  S.  C .  295 

Henry  Middleton,  Schooner.  Capture  of . ’•  104 

Thomas  Watson,  Ship.  Destruction  of .  324-326 

Lee,  Sidney  S. 

Correspondence  with 


Barron,  Samuel . 

Cocke,  H.  H . 

Evans,  Richard . 

Hunter,  Thomas  T . 

Jones,  o.  ap  R . 

Lynch,  William  F . 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Commandant  of 
Mentioned . 


. .  711 

.  707 

.  758 

.  711 

.  707 

.  758 

....  709,711,745 
711,  722,  742,  745 
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Lee,  William  K.  Mentioned .  81 

Leech,  Captain.  Mentioned . 783 

Leeds,  England,  U.  S.  Consul  at. 

Correspondence  with  State  Department,  U.  S .  190 

Mentioned .  214 

Leghorn,  U.  S.  Consul  at.  Mentioned .  202 

Leigh,  William.  Mentioned . 724 

Le  Mort,  Jules.  Mentioned .  352 

Leonora,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  786,787 

Leopold,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  243,257 

Leslie,  Henry  E.  Mentioned .  464 

Lester,  Mr.  Mentioned .  626 

Letcher,  John.  Mentioned .  723 

Leturner,  J.  Mentioned . . .  306 

Lewis,  Mr.  Mentioned .  115 

Lewis,  Daniel.  Mentioned .  339 

Lewis,  David.  Mentioned .  339 

Lewis,  David  W.  Mentioned .  600 

Lewis,  Fanny.  See  Fanny  Lewis,  Briganline. 

Lewis,  Fielding.  Mentioned .  51 

Lewis,  Fred.  Mentioned .  235 

Lewis,  Henry  H.  Mentioned .  114 

Lewis,  Isaac.  Mentioned . 338 

Lewis,  John.  Mentioned .  339 

Liberia,  Blockade  runner.  Mentioned .  530,  531 

Lilleston,  Janies  A.  Mentioned .  168 

Lincoln,  Abraham.  For  correspondence,  see  President,  U.  S. 

Lingo,  Mr.  Mentioned .  360 

Linwood,  Bark.  Mentioned .  67,78,79 

Little  River  Inlet,  North  Carolina.  Affair  in,  December  13,  1861.  Report 

of  George  W.  Browne .  473,  474 

Liverpool,  U.  S.  Consul  at. 

Correspondence  with 

Great  Britain,  U.  S.  minister  to .  47,48 

State  Department,  U.  S .  34, 

100,  117, 146, 169, 170,  213,  411, 450,  462,  510,  530,  653,  666,  683 
Mentioned .  33,  46, 100, 


117, 146, 151, 169,  213,  214,  243,  331,  411,  447,  449,  460,  509,  510,  530,  653,  666 
Livingston,  Chancellor.  See  Chancellor  Livingston,  Steamer. 

Livingston,  J.  W. 

Mentioned .  36,  83,  85,  87,  285,  363,  495,  663,  748 


Reports  of. 

Cumberland,  U.  S.  ship.  Supplies  and  ammunition  for .  352 

James  River,  Virginia. 

Captures  made  in .  417 

Movements  of  Confederate  vessels  in .  40 

Penguin,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of .  86 

Cruise  of,  and  destruction  of  blockade  runner  Louisa .  85 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.  Receipt  of  orders  to  sail  for .  522 

Lloyd,  David.  Mentioned .  579,  581 

Loanno,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  549 

Lockwood,  Henry  H. 

Correspondence  with  Treasury  Department,  U.  S .  642 

Mentioned .  453 
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Lockwood,  John  L.  See  John  L.  Lockwood,  U.  S.  S.  Page. 

Lockwood,  Samuel. 

Correspondence  with  L.  M.  Goldsborough . . .  486,  460 

Mentioned .  10, 11,  42,  78,  113, 114, 151, 168,  306 

Reports  of. 

Daylight,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of .  42,  357 

Movements  of .  169 

Extra,  Schooner,  and  Good  Egg,  Sloop,  capture  of .  147 

Harriet  Lane,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of .  171 

Lynn  Haven  Bay.  Engagement  between  U.  S.  S.  Daylight  and  Confed¬ 
erate  battery  in .  305,  306 

Monticello,  Brig.  Recapture  of .  113 

Wilmington,  N.  C.  Blockade  of .  11 

Lockwood,  Robert.  Mentioned .  407 

Lockwood,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned .  713 

Lodor,  Richard.  Mentioned .  209 

Lomax,  Robert.  Correspondence  with  L.  M.  Goldsborough .  380 

London,  U.  S.  Consul  at. 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  171 

State  Department,  U.  S .  164,  213,  368,  443,  444,  448,  454,  460,  462,  519 

Mentioned .  19,  34, 100, 164,  213,  266,  331,  368,  443,  519 

Long,  Colonel.  See  Colonel  Long,  Schooner. 

Long,  William.  Mentioned .  56  58 

Looker,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned .  535 

Loomis,  G-ustavus.  Correspondence  with  Winfield  Scott .  132 

Loring,  Charles  H. 

Mentioned .  216,  627,  645,  673 

Reports  of. 

Miami,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of .  648 

Winans  tank.  Description  of . „ . .  347,  343 

Lothrop,  Thornton  K.  Correspondence  with 

Cushing,  Andre .  4§2 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  482 

Louisa,  Schooner.  Destruction  of .  86 

Louisa  Agnes,  British  Schooner.  Mentioned .  206,  240  690 

Louisa  Balance,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  462 

Louisiana.  Proclamation  of  blockade  of,  by  President  U.  S .  90 

Louisiana,  U.  S.  S. 


Battles  of 

Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.,  February  10,  1862  .  609 

Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina,  February  7  and  8,  1862 .  557 

Boat  expedition  from,  into  Swans  Gut  Creek,  Virginia .  366 

Capture  of  schooner  S.  T.  Garrison .  298 

Condition  of . . . 194,’ 418,  438 

Destruction  of  Confederate  schooner  in  Chincoteague  Inlet,  Virginia...  288,289 
Expedition  to  Edenton,  N.  C.,  February  12, 1862 .  ’637 


551,  558,  581,  582,  586,  588-593,  603,  606-608,  617,  623,  638,  639,  654,  657,  692 

Movements  of .  75  92  471 

Orders  for  movements  .  54,  269,  271,  466,  47$  495 

Louisiana  Troops.  Mentioned.  Infantry— Battalion :  1st  (Bightor’s),  35. 

Low,  J.  H.  Mentioned .  ggg 

Low,  Seth.  See  Seth  Low,  Steamer. 
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Lowber,  D.  C.  Mentioned .  653 

Lowry,  Reigart  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Gallagher,  Charles  Iv .  156 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  282 

Van  Brunt,  Gershom  J .  299 


Reports  of. 

George  Peabody,  U.  S.  S.  Movements  of .  155 

Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina.  Blockade  of .  303 

Ocracoke  Inlet,  North  Carolina.  Feasibility  of  obstructing .  378 

Prony,  French  war  steamer.  Loss  of,  November  5,  1861 .  397 

Underwriter,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of .  301,  345 

Loyail,  Benjamin  P. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  M.  Shaw .  765 

Mentioned .  600,748 

Testimony  concerning  battle  of  Roanoke  Island,  February  7  and  8,  1862...  598 

Ludlow,  William  H.  For  correspondence,  see  Dix,  John  A. 

Lull,  Edward  P.  Mentioned .  163 

Lunt,  Fielding.  Mentioned .  107 

Lunt,  George.  Mentioned .  284,  693 

Lydia  and  Martha,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  789 

Lydia  Francis,  Brig.  Mentioned .  78 

Lynch,  Dominick.  Mentioned .  114, 147,  692 

Lynch,  John.  Mentioned .  614 

Lynch,  William.  Mentioned .  338 

Lynch,  William  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Barney,  Joseph  N .  747 

Cooke,  J.  W .  597 

Huger,  Benj amin .  729, 730 

Lee,  Sidney  S .  758 

Magruder,  J.  Bankhead .  730 

Maury,  Matthew  F .  633 

Navy  Department,  C.  S .  760 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Commandant  of .  732 

Simms,  C.  C .  719,  721 

Tayloe,  James  L .  738 

Tucker,  John  R .  751,  753 

Whittle,  William  C .  724 

Wise,  Henry  A .  754 

Mentioned .  114,  277,  278, 493, 

607,  620,  622,  625,  632,  710,  723,  732,  736,  754,  758-760,  762-766,  784,  785,  787 
Reports  of. 

Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal.  Importance  of  improving .  755 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia.  Capture  of  water  tank  in,  December  29, 

1861  .  492 

Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina.  Battle  of,  February  7  and  8,  1862..  594 

Virginia  and  North  Carolina.  Defenses  of .  726 

Lynn  Haven  Bay. 

Engagement  between  U.  S.  S.  Daylight  and  Confederate  battery  in. 

Communications  from  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  306 

Report  of  Samuel  Lockwood .  305,  306 

Grounding  of  light  boat  in.  Report  of  William  A.  Parker .  532 

Lynnhaven,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  792 
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Lyons,  Algernon  McL.  Mentioned . * .  48,49,93,215,254 

Lyons,  John  B.  Mentioned .  626 

Lyons,  Lord.  Mentioned .  602,  505,  507 

For  correspondence,  see  British  Minister  to  the  United  States. 

Lyons,  Manning.  Mentioned .  581 

Lyons,  W.  H.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  482 

M.  C.  Etheridge,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  617 

M.  E.  Downing,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  782 

McG'arrick,  Patrick.  Mentioned .  595,611 

McCarty,  Patrick.  Mentioned .  102 

McClees,  Charles.  See  Charles  McClces,  Schooner. 

McClellan,  George  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E . 507 

Wool,  John  E . i .  486 

Mentioned .  468,  486,  489,  590,  663,  664,  672 

McCloud,  Henry  Augustus.  Mentioned .  340 

McComas,  William  W.  Mentioned .  625 

McCook,  Roderick  S.  Mentioned .  75,401,582,583 

McCoy,  John.  Mentioned .  579,581 

MacDiarmid,  John. 

Mentioned .  398,527,551,606,623 

Reports  of. 

Prony,  French  war  steamer.  Loss  of,  November  5, 1861  .  403 

Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina.  Battle  of,  February  7  and  8, 1862. .  575,  576 

McDonnell,  James.  Mentioned .  409,  410,  428,  432,  451,  460,  470,  485,  487 

McFarland,  Mr.  Mentioned .  449 

McGlensey,  JohnF.  Mentioned .  75,102 

McIntyre,  Tully.  Mentioned .  560,581 

McKay,  Charles  E.  Mentioned .  75,81,102 

McKean,  William  W.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  254,293, 

329,  389,  395,  405,  411,  443,  447-449,  460,  479,  519,  528,  530,  549,  603,  653,  683 
McLaws,  Lafayette. 

Correspondence  with 

Hodges,  J.  Gregory .  759 

Jones,  Catesby  ap  R .  720 

Magruder,  John  B .  720,  759 

Mentioned .  712 

Maclean,  Maris  &  Co. 

Correspondence  with  R.  T.  Waskro .  99 

Mentioned .  467 

McPherson,  E.  M.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  176 

McRae,  Alex.  Mentioned .  468 

MacRae,  J.  and  D.,  &  Co. 

Correspondence  with  William  Gough .  468 

Mentioned .  467 

Macy,  S.  W.  For  correspondence,  see  Newport,  B.  I.  U.  S.  Collector  of  Cus¬ 
toms  at. 

Magruder,  G.  A.,  jr.  For  correspondence,  see  Magruder,  John  Banhliead. 

Magruder,  John  Bankhead. 

Correspondence  with 

De  Lagnel,  J.  A . 753 

Johnston,  Ro .  35 

Jones,  Catesby  ap  R .  712,  715,  717,  724,  727,  740 

Lynch,  William  F .  730 
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Magruder,  John  Bankhead — Continued.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

McLaws,  Lafayette .  720,  759 

Navy  Department,  C.  S .  725 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Commandant  of .  750 

Noland,  C.  St.  George .  723 

War  Department,  C.  S .  750 

Mentioned .  704,  712,  717,  720,  723,  724,  728,  737,  750,  752,  754,  756,  757,  767,  779 

Major,  Master.  Mentioned .  258 

Malacca,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  411, 462 

Mallory,  Charles  K.  Mentioned .  596 

Mallory,  S.  R.  Mentioned .  185,  251,  708 

709,  710,  715,  719,  721,  728,  736,  742,  744,  746,  752,  756,  760,  765-768’,  776>’  794 

For  correspondence,  see  Navy  Department ,  C.  S. 

Manassas,  *  C.  S.  schooner. 

Mentioned .  729,  786,  789 

Murdaugh,  William  H.,  appointed  to  command .  718 

Mangham,  George.  See  George  Maugham,  U.  8.  schooner. 

Mann,  George  R.  Eeport  of  casualties  on  hoard  of  U.  S.  S.  Valley  City  in 

battle  of  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C .  615 

Mann,  W.  E.  Mentioned .  625 

Mansfield,  Joseph  K.  F. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  666,  671 

Mentioned .  475,  670,  671 

Manumit,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  784 

Marchand,  John  B.  Mentioned .  455 

Marcia  Greenleaf,  Ship.  Mentioned . 680 

Marcy,  Peter.  See  Peter  Marcy,  American  ship. 

Margaret  Ridley,  Vessel.  Mentioned .  450 

Mariner,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  68,  79,  86,  96,  483,  484,  696,  794 

Marion,  Steamer.  See  Mariner,  Steamer. 

Marmaduke,  Henry  H.  Correspondence  with  commandant  of  Norfolk  navy 

yard .  766 

Marsh,  Moses.  Mentioned .  81 

Marshal  Ney,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  473 

Marshall,  Benjamin. 

Mentioned . 1 .  401 

Eeport  of  loss  of  French  war  steamer  Prony,  November  5,  1861 .  404 

Marshall,  John  H.  Mentioned .  102 

Marston,  John. 

Correspondence  with 

Braine,  Daniel  L .  541 

Browne,  George  W .  601 

Bryson,  Andrew .  629 

Gillespie,  William  T .  680 

Goldsborough,  L.  M .  260,  329,  334,  544,  652,  662 

Lee,  S.  Phillips .  295,324,325 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  23,  525,  538,  604,  651,  656,  670,  678,  683,  685-687 

Parker,  William  A .  532 

Prentiss,  George  A .  520 

Sartori,  Lewis  C .  326 

Van  Brunt,  Gershom  J . 627 

Mentioned  . .  12, 121,  314,  323,  360,  441,  546,  601,  624,  629,  648,  651,  687 


*  Formerly  Minot. 
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Marston,  John — Continued.  Page. 

Reports  of. 

Alert,  Schooner.  Capture  of .  295 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

Blockade  of .  332 

Escape  of  C.  S.  S.  Nashville  from,  October  26,  1861 .  359 

Congress,  U.  S.  ship.  Detention  of,  in  Hampton  Roads .  536 

Cumberland,  U.  S.  ship. 

Condition  of .  6,  27 

Movements  of .  4,  70 

Evelyn,  Schooner.  Examination  of . 340 

Fanny  Lee,  Schooner.  Boarding  of .  601 

Flora,  U.  S.  revenue  steamer.  Supplying  of  coal  to .  682 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 

Affairs  in  vicinity  of .  535,  661 

Damage  done  by  gale  in . v .  677 

Presence  of  French  vessels  of  war  in .  521,  640,  669 

Merrimack  (Virginia),  C.  S.  S. 

Plan  to  attack .  628 

Undocking  of .  640 

Monitor,  U.  S.  S.  Receipt  of  order  for  movement  of .  681 

Mount  Vernon,  U.  S.  S.  Movements  of .  519 

Norfolk,  Va.  Confederate  defenses  near .  659 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Condition  of  vessels .  534,  627,  646,  648,  660 

Disposition  of  vessels .  602,  603 

Movement  of  vessels . - .  533, 

539,  542,  546,  547,  643,  649,  650,  652,  655,  668,  669,  676,  680 

R.  B.  Forbes,  U.  S.  S.  Loss  of .  673 

Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina.  Coal  supplied  to  tugs  chartered  for 

expedition  to .  532 

Roanoke,  U.  S.  S.  Movements  of .  353 

Steady,  H.  B.  M.  S.,  and  Catinat,  H.  I.  M.  S.  Arrival  off  Charleston, 

S.  C .  293 

Thomas  Watson,  Ship.  Destruction  of .  324 

York  River,  Virginia.  Receipt  of  information  concerning  breach  of 

blockade  of .  671 

Martin,  B.  T.  See  B.  T.  Martin,  Brig. 

Martin,  Captain.  Mentioned .  21 

Martin,  Mr.  Mentioned .  165 

Martin,  F.  Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  revenue  steamer  Corwin .  151 

Martin,  Silas  H.  Mentioned .  89 

Martin,  William  F. 

Mentioned .  120, 122, 138, 143, 144,  625 

Report  of  capture  of  Confederate  batteries  at  Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  August  28  and  29, 1861 .  140 

Mary  Alice,  Schooner. 

Mentioned .  68,  85, 102 

Recapture  of .  62 

Mary  and  Hetty,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  268,310 

Mary  C.  Hopkins,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  473 

Mary  E.  Pindar,  Schooner. 

Capture  of .  283,284,477 

Loss  of .  641 

Mentioned . . .  478,  693 
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Mary  E.  Thompson,  Brig.  Mentioned .  28 

Mary  Eliza,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  790  791 

Mary  Ellen,  Schooner.  Movements  of .  q^q 

Mary  Emma,  Sloop.  Capture  of . . .  ’ 

Mary  Frances,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  268 

Mary  Goodell,  Ship.  Mentioned .  28 

Mary  J.  Kimball,  Bark.  Mentioned .  473 

Mary  Wood,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  497  jgg  9g3 

Maryland,  Steamer.  See  Mariner,  Steamer. 

Mason,  Alexander  M.  Mentioned .  304a  394^ 

Mason,  James.  Mentioned .  ’  33g 

Mason,  James  M. 

Correspondence  with  State  Department,  C.  S .  735  737  733 

Escape  of,  from  Charleston,  S.  C.  See  Mason  and  Slidell.  Escape  of,  from 
Charleston,  S.  C. 

Mentioned . gg4 

Mason,  J.  M.,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  73g 

Mason,  Peter.  Mentioned .  235 

Mason,  Randall.  Mentioned .  235  339 

Mason,  William.  Mentioned .  ’  33g 

Mason  and  Slidell.  Escape  of,  from  Charleston,  S.  C.  Communications  from 

Slidell,  John,  and  Mason,  James  M .  735  737  73g 

Trescott,  William  H . ’735’  73g 

See  also  Vol.  1,  pp.  129-202. 

Massachusetts,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  118 

Massachusetts  Troops.  Mentioned.  Infantry — Regiments:  25th,  578. 

Massey,  Mr.  Mentioned .  93g 

Mather,  S.  W.  Mentioned .  3q 

Mathilda,  Vessel.  Mentioned .  447 

Matthews,  Mr.  Mentioned .  235 

Matthews,  James.  Mentioned .  g2j 

Matthews,  Samuel  M.  Mentioned .  33g 

Maury,  J.  M.  Mentioned .  74g 

Maury,  John  S.  Mentioned .  745 

Maury,  Matthew  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Lynch,  William  F .  g33 

Minor,  R.  D .  304a 

Mentioned .  304a,  624,  632,  664,  701,  702,  709,  749 

Maury,  William  L.  Correspondence  with  George  T.  Sinclair .  733 

Maxwell,  James  G. 

Mentioned  _ _ _ _ _ ...... .... ...... ...... .... .... .... .... .  221  222  241 

Report  of  destruction  of  Confederate  fortifications  on  Beacon  Island,  North 

Carolina,  September  17, 1861 .  223 

Mayflower,  Vessel.  Mentioned .  447 

Mayo,  Miss.  Mentioned .  7q 

Mayo,  Mr.  Mentioned . gg7 

Mayo,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  473 

Meade,  R.  K.  Mentioned . ■. .  212  219 

Meade,  Richard  W.  Mentioned .  749 

Meader,  Samuel  B.  Mentioned .  ggg 

Meades,  Mr.  Mentioned .  744 

Meeker,  Edward  P.  Mentioned .  57g 

Meers,  J.  T.  Mentioned .  33g 

Melius,  Stephen.  Mentioned .  575^  534 
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Mercer,  John.  Mentioned .  338 

Mercer,  Samuel. 

Correspondence  with  Hugh  Dunlop .  215 

Mentioned .  11, 15,  49,  60,  61,  67, 105, 120, 293 

Eeports  of. 

Blockade  of  Southern  ports .  254 

Charleston,  S.  C.  Inefficiency  of  blockade .  13 

Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina.  Capture  of  Confederate  batteries  at, 

August  28  and  29,  1861 .  125 

Petrel,  C.  S.  privateer.  Sinking  of,  by  U.  S.  ship  St.  Lawrence .  63 

Wabash,  U.  S.  S.  Collision  with  U.  S.  S.  Seminole,  and  captures  made 

by .  61 

Mercier,  Henri.  Mentioned .  502,505 

For  correspondence,  see  French  .Minister  to  the  United  States. 

Mercury,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  397 

Mermaid,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  101 

Merrick  &  Sons.  Mentioned .  14,  649 

Merrill,  John  M.  Correspondence  with  Louis  M.  Goldsborough .  388 

Merrimack,*  C.  S.  S. 

Buchanan,  Franklin,  ordered  to  command .  776 

Description  of .  518 

Fitting  out  of  - . . .  446,  482,  535,  543,  640,  731,  743,  744,  746,  757,'  766,  769-771,  777-779 

Mentioned .  334,  393,  394,  571,  593,  627,  668,  728,  750,  758,  759,  772,  773 

Preparation  of,  for  attack  upon  U.  S.  vessels  in  Hampton  Roads .  287, 

333,  747,  749,  765 

Preparation  to  resist  attack  by .  437-440,  512,  516,  525,  536,  538,  540,  628,  661 

Proposed  attack  by,  upon  New  York  City .  780 

Rumor  of  contemplated  attack  by .  659,  662,  663,  672 

Merrill,  Jacob.  See  Jacob  Merrill,  Bark. 

Mersham,  Dan.  See  IJan  Mersham,  Schooner. 

Mervine,  William.  Mentioned .  106 

Metts,  Logan.  Mentioned .  129 

Meyers,  George.  Mentioned .  338 

Miami,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of .  547-549,  627,  646-649 

Mentioned .  624,  678,  682 

Movements  of .  649,  651,  676 

Ordered  to  duty  in  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron .  534 

Michaels,  A.  Mentioned .  47 

Middleton,  Allen.  See  Allen  Middleton,  Schooner. 

Middleton,  Henry.  See  Henry  Middleton,  Schooner. 

Midget,  Mr.  Mentioned .  794 

Miles,  Captain.  Mentioned .  268 

Miles,  Mr.  Mentioned . 73 

Miles,  John  B.  Mentioned .  445 

Miller,  Mr.  Mentioned .  gg4 

Miller,  Charles.  Mentioned . .  403 

Miller,  Joseph  N.  Mentioned .  423,424 

Miller,  William.  Mentioned . . .  579,581 

Milligan,  J.  F.  Report  of  movement  of  Federal  troops  in  vicinity  of  Hamp¬ 
ton  Roads,  Virginia .  742 

Mills,  John.  Mentioned .  429 

Millward,  James,  jr.  Mentioned .  259 

Milne,  Alexander.  Mentioned .  294 


*  Known  also  to  the  Confederates  as  Virginia,  which  t 
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Minnesota,  U.  S- S-  Page. 

Mentioned .  3-6,  8, 10-12, 16, 18, 19,  24-26,  30-32,  34,  35,  38-40,  42,  43,  46,  49,  51, 

52,  61,  64,  66,  69,  70,  74,  75,  80,  81,  83-85,  88,  91,  92,  94,  95, 102, 103, 106, 108- 
110, 112,  113,  126, 128, 130, 132-135, 138-141, 143, 144, 151, 155, 158,  159, 163, 
187, 192-195,  197,  199,  200,  203,  204,  207,  210,  211,  215-217,  219,  221,  226,  227, 
236,  237,  247-253,  255,  256,  259-261,  264,  266,  267,  269,  271,  272,  280-282,  285- 
288,  290,  296,  299,  307-312,  315,  317-319,  323,  329,  331-336,  340,  343,  344,  346, 
347,  350,  356-358,  360,  361,  363,  371,  375,  376,  379-382,  384,  386,  388,  391,  393, 
394,  399,  408-410,  412-419,  421,  422, 425,  427,  428,  432-439,  441-445,  451,  452, 
455,  456,  460,  463-466,  470,  474,  475,  478,  480,  485,  487-491,  494-498, 500-504, 
511-514,  543,  581,  593,  603,  606,  627,  645,  648,  663,  668,  672,  677,  712,  748,  759 

Movements  of .  191 

Operations  during  engagement  with  Confederate  batteries  at  Hatteras 

Inlet,  North  Carolina,  August  28  and  29,  1861 .  119-125, 134 

Minor,  George. 

Correspondence  with 

Barney,  Joseph  N .  756 

Fairfax,  Archibald  B .  772 

Tucker,  John  R . . . . ; .  746,  749,  757,  759,  768,  772,  773,  777,  778,  780 

Mentioned .  633 

Minor,  Robert  D. 

Correspondence  with 

Buchanan,  Franklin .  304a 

Jones,  Catesby  ap  R .  722,  728,  731 

Report  of  attempt  to  blow  up  a  Federal  vessel  at  Newport  News,  Va.,  with 

torpedoes,  October  10, 1861  .  304a 

Minot,  Schooner.  See  Manassas,  C.  S.  schooner. 

Miranda,  Bark.  Mentioned . . 218 

Mississippi.  Proclamation  of  blockade  of,  by  President,  U.  S .  90 

Mississippi,  U.  S.  transport  steamer. 

Assistance  rendered,  by  U.  S.  S.  Mount  Vernon .  674 

Mentioned .  675,  683 

Missroon,  John  S. 

Correspondence  with  L.  M.  Goldsborougli . 343 

Mentioned .  257,  281,  314,  329,  343 

Mitchell,  Captain.  Mentioned .  684 

Monger,  Kendall.  Mentioned . .. .  339 

Mohawk,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  219 

Monitor,  U.  S.  S. 

Departure  of,  from  New  York . 

Fitting  out  of . . 

Launched  and  commissioned . 

Mentioned . . 

Orders  for  movements . 

Trial  trip . . 

Worden,  John  L. 

Appointed  to  command .  515-517 

Assumes  command  of .  522 

Monroe,  Mr.  Mentioned .  62 

Montaignac,  Le  Marquis  de.  Mentioned .  522,  640,  661 

Monterey,  Blockade  runner.  Mentioned .  33,34 

Monticello,  Brig. 

Mentioned .  148, 151 

Recapture  of .  113, 114 

Monticello,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  July  16,  1861,  to  March  7,  1862  .  694 
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525,  529,  534,  604,  669,  673,  676 

.  517 

. . . .  593,  624,  627,  659,  660,  686 
. . . .  538,  569,  678,  679,  681,  682 
.  658,670 
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Monticello,  U.  S.  S. — Continued.  Page. 

Condition  of .  171, 188, 194,  53-1,  545 

Engagement  with 

Batteries  at  Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  August  28  and  29,  1861 . . .  123, 

125-127, 134, 135 

Confederates  at  Kinnakeet,  N.  C.,  October  5,  1861  .  290-293 

Masked  battery  near  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  November  18, 1861. ..  440 

List  of  officers  of .  127 

Mentioned .  3,  5, 18,  50, 120-122, 

130,  136,  172,  192,  236,  257,  260,  268,  270,  271,  273,  275,  282,  289,  311,  324, 
326,  327,  331,  332,  343,  360,  388,  418,  484,  499,  511,  529,  542,  603,  630,  645,  668 

Movements  of .  30, 103,  °33,  546 

Orders  for  movements .  255,  261,  267,  329,  417,  478,  541 

Recharter  of .  13 

Taking  of  mate  and  papers  from  Spanish  bark  Providencia  by .  384-387,  44 L 

Moore,  Colonel.  Mentioned .  625 

Moore,  Charles.  Correspondence  with  R.  T.  Waskro .  98 

Moore,  Edward. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  C.  S .  767 

Mentioned .  304  a,  304  b 

Moore,  James  O.  Mentioned .  789 

Moore,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  9 

Moore,  W.  Mentioned . * .  396 

Mooring,  Francis.  Mentioned .  129 

Mooring,  John.  Mentioned .  129 

Morehead,  Governor.  See  Governor  Horehead,  Steamer. 

Morgan,  Ben.  See  Ben  Morgan,  U.  S.  ship. 

Morgan,  George  D. 

Correspondence  with  L.  M.  Goldsborough .  484 

Mentioned . .  358,  367 

Morgan,  Van  R.  Correspondence  with  commandant  of  Norfolk  navy  yard  . .  732, 

745,  770,  771,  778 

Morley,  M.  B.  Mentioned .  553 

Morris,  Colonel.  Mentioned .  21,  791-793 

Morris,  Edward  Joy.  Mentioned .  530 

For  correspondence  see  Constantinople,  U.  S.  Minister  to. 

Morris,  George  U.  Mentioned .  748 

Morrison,  J.  H.  Report  of  capture  of  U.  S.  Army  steamer  Fanny,  October  1, 

1861  .  276 

Morrison,  Robert  J.  Mentioned .  712 

Morse,  Freeman  H.  For  correspondence  see  London,  England,  U.  S.  Consul  at. 
Morse,  U.  S.  S. 

Battles  of 

Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.,  February  10,  1862 .  616 

Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina,  February  7  and  8,  1862 .  571,  572,  581 

Engagement  with  C.  S.  S.  Sea  Bird,  December  29,  1861 .  492 

Mentioned. . . .  527,  551,  566,  567,  582,  586,  590,  591,  593,  603,  606,  607,  614,  623,  654,  692 

Movements  of .  445 

Orders  for  movements .  513 

Morton,  William  R.  Mentioned . 696 

Mosquito,  Launch.  Mentioned .  718 

Moss,  George.  Mentioned .  297,  298 

Mount,  Randolph.  Mentioned . 161 

Mount  Vernon,  II.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  17,297,675 

Chase  of  steamer  supposed  to  be  the  Mariner .  483 
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Mount  Vernon,  U.  S.  S.— Continued.  Pflg0 

Condition  of .  247 

Destruction  of  light-boat  off  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  by  expedition  from .  493 

Expiration  of  charter .  40 

Fugitive  slaves  on  board  of .  8-10  31  107  342 

Mentioned .  3,  5,  25,  46,  50,  81, 110, 113-115, 149, 150, 160, 

169,  192,  236,  282,  298,  418,  423,  466,  467,  476,  478,  499,  511,  545,  603,  686,  748 


Orders  for  movements .  358,  419,  426,  432,  436,  465 

Reconnoissance  in  Rappahannock  River .  95 

Retained  in  service  after  expiration  of  charter .  45 

Moye,  M.  T.  Mentioned .  140, 143 

Muir,  Captain.  Mentioned .  468,  473,  685 

Muir,  Robert.  Mentioned .  98,99,102 

Mulgrave,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  258 

Mumford,  A.  B.  Mentioned .  117 

Mumford,  James.  Mentioned .  338 

Mungoe,  J.  W.  Mentioned .  257 

Murdaugh,  William  H. 

Appointed  to  command  C.  S.  schooner  Manassas .  718 

Mentioned .  127, 128, 138-140, 143, 145,  708,  718,  723,  782 

Recommended  for  promotion  for  gallantry  at  Hatteras  Inlet .  144 

Murphy,  Peter  U.  Mentioned . .  726,  733 

Murphy,  John.  Mentioned . ; .  199 

Murray,  Alex. 

Correspondence  with 

French,  Charles  A .  617 

Goldsborough,  L.  M .  269,  271,  335,  442,  466,  470,  495 

Graves,  George  W . 573 

Hooker,  Edward .  384 

Jeffers,  William  N .  638 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  51 

Rowan,  Stephen  C .  543 

Stringham,  S.  H .  208 

Mentioned .  27,  75,  92,  226, 

288,  289,  336-339,  382,  415,  443,  527, 551,  585-587,  606,  608,  609,  623,  637,  654 
Reports  of. 

Chincoteague  Inlet,  Virginia. 

Depth  of  water  in .  453 

Destruction  of  schooner  in .  288,  289 

Chincoteague  Island,  Virginia.  Loyal  citizens  of .  336,  337 

Edenton,  N.  C.  Expeditions  to,  February  12,  1862,  and  for  the  ob¬ 
struction  of  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal .  637,  638 

Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.  Battle  of,  February  10,  1862  .  609 

Hog  Island  and  Cape  Charles.  Reestablishment  of  lights  at .  455,  471 

Louisiana,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of .  471 

Recommending  change  of  battery  of .  194 

Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina.  Battle  of,  February  7  and  8, 1862. ..  557 

S.  T.  Garrison,  Schooner.  Capture  of .  298 

Swans  Gut  Creek,  Virginia.  Expedition  into .  366 

Murray,  James.  See  James  Murray ,  Steamer. 

Muse,  William  T.  Mentioned .  726,  781,  784,  795 

Muse,  William  T.,  jr.  Mentioned .  781 

Musgrave,  William.  Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  Chippewa .  644 

Myer,  Albert  J.  Mentioned .  748 
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Myers,  Mr.  Mentioned . 

Myers,  L.  B.  See  L .  72.  Myers,  Schooner . 

Mystic,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  November  30,  1861,  to  March  7,  1862 


Condition  of . 

Mentioned . 

Movements  of . 

Orders  for  movements . . 

Nag's  Head,  N.  C.  Movements  of  U.  S.  S.  Chippewa,  to. 
Communications  from  T.  Williams . . 


.  696 

.  641,677 

471,  516,  603,  642,  673,  686 

.  470,474 

.  457,475 

.  630 


Orders  and  instructions. 

Goldsborough,  L.  M . 

Marston,  John . 

Reports  of 

Bryson,  Andrew . 

Marston,  John . 

Nahum  Stetson,  Brig.  Mentioned . 

Napoleon,  Vessel.  Mentioned . . . . 

Narragansett,  u.  s.  s. 

Movements  of . 

Name  of,  changed  to  Cohassett . 

Nashville,  C.  S.  S. 

Escape  of, 

From  Charleston,  S.  C.,  October  26,  1861.. 

Into  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  February  28,  1862... 

Mentioned . 

Nassau,  New  Providence,  U.  S.  Consul  at. 

Correspondence  with  State  Department,  U.  S. 

Mentioned . 

Nathan  Thompson,  Ship.  Mentioned . 

Nathaniel  Chase,  Schooner.  Mentioned . 

Navy  Department,  C.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Barron,  Samuel . 

Barney,  Joseph  N . 

Buchanan,  Franklin . 

Burgwyn,  H.  K . 

Clark,  Henry  T . 

Jones,  C.  ap  R . 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Commandant  of . 

Hill,  Daniel  H . 

Lynch,  William  F . 

Magruder,  John  B . 

Moore,  Edward . 

Simms,  Charles  C . 

Sinclair,  Arthur . 

War  Department,  C.  S . 

Navy  Department,  U.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Abbott,  William  A . 

Allen,  Francis  P . 

Armstrong,  James  F . 

Arnold,  Henry  N.  T . 

Barnard,  George  M . 

Bierwirth,  Leopold . 

Boston,  Mass.,  U.  S.  marshal  at . 

Braine,  Daniel  L . 
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Navy  Department,  U.  S.  Correspondence  with — Continued.  Pago. 

Browne,  George  W .  437 

Bryson,  Andrew .  457 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E .  493 

Cavendy,  Edward .  641 

Chaplin,  J.  C .  390 

Chauncey,  JohnS .  14,45,116,262 

Cork  ran,  F.  S .  687 

Cromwell,  H.  B .  177 

Davis,  George  W . .  320-323 

Dix,  John  A .  349,  681 

Du  Pont,  Samuel  F .  329,  362, 

389,  395,  405,  411,  443,  447,  449,  454,  460,  479,  519,  528,  530,  549,  603,  653,  683 

Elliott,  Jared  L .  364 

Ericsson,  John  .  538,660 

Falls,  Moor  N .  688 

Farlow,  J.  S .  68 

Farragut,  David  G .  549,  603,  653,  683 

Faunce,  John .  186 

Flye,  William .  664 

Frailey,  James  M .  463 

Fulton,  Charles  C . j  650 

Gillis,  John  P .  30, 125, 172, 194,  332 

Glisson,  Oliver  S .  .  113-115,432 

Goldsborough,  L.  M .  189,233,234,243,246-252,256- 

258,  265,  266,  272,  274,  278,  279,  281,  282,  286-289,  293,  298-300,  305,  308,  310, 
312-315,  318,  319,  323, 329,  331,  333,  336,  339-342,  344,  346,  349,  351,  354-357, 
359,  361,  367,  371,  375-377,  379-382,  384,  386,  389,  394,  395,  399,  400,  405,  408, 
409,  411-416,  418,  421-425,  427,  432-434,  437,  438,  441, 443,  445,  447-449,  454, 
456,  460,  462,  463,  465,  471,  473,  474, 476,  478,  479,  480,  486,  489-491,  494,  496- 
498,  500-502,  507,  509,  512,  516,  517,  519,  526-528,  530,  536,  538,  540,  544,  549, 
550,  580,  593,  594,  603,  604,  606,  624,  632,  635,  642,  653,  655,  657,  664,  666,  683 

Green,  Charles .  352 

Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  U.  S.  consul  at .  171,227,258,274 

Harrell,  Abram  Davis .  534,  547,  647,  651 

Hull,  Joseph  B .  148, 149 

Humphrey,  John .  244 

Kittredge,  J.,  &  Co .  72 

Lee,  S.  Phillips .  104 

Livingston,  John  W .  522 

Lockwood,  Samuel .  169, 171 

Loudon,  U.  S.  consul  at .  171 

Loring,  Charles  H.,  et  al .  648 

Lothrop,  Thornton  K .  482 

Lowry,  Reigart  B . .  -  282 

Lyons,  W.  H . 482 

McKean,  William  W .  293, 

329,  389,  395,  405,  411,  443,  447-449,  460,  479, 519,  528,  530,  549,  603,  653,  683 

McPherson,  E.  M .  176 

Mansiield,  Joseph  K.  F .  666,671 

Marston,  John .  4, 

6,  23,  27,  519,  525,  532-536,  538,  539,  542,  546,  547,  601,  602,  604,  627,  628, 

610,  643,  646,  648-652,  655,  656,  659,  660,  669-671,  676-678,  680-683,  685-687 

Mercer,  Samuel .  125 

Murray,  Alexander . 51,289,471 

Navy  yard,  New  York,  Commandant  of .  627,682 

New  York,  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  district  attorney  at .  211 
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Palmer,  James  S .  151,156,157,167 

Parker,  Foxhall  A .  686’  68J 

Pendergrast,  Garrett  . .  ^1,  179> 183 

Portland,  Me.,  U.  S.  collector  of  customs  at .  200 

Prentiss,  George  A .  49,  309’  983 
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Quackenbush,  Stephen  . . 

Ridgely,  Daniel  . .  7l> 

Ringgold,  Cadwallader .  -*-88 

Rowan,  Stephen  C .  129, 160, 173, 174, 195, 197,  225,  240,  248,  263,  275 

Sartori,  Lewis  . .  39 

Selfridge,  Thomas  0 .  72 

Smith,  Daniel  Drake,  et  al .  77 

Smith,  William .  524 

State  Department,  U.  S .  7>  33, 

151,  164, 165, 178, 190,  201,  202,  212,  330,  368,  405,  467,  502,  504,  510 

Stellwagen,  Plenry  S .  50, 127, 133, 175,  234,  268 

Stringham,  Silas  H .  3-6, 

8,  10-12,  16-19,  24-27,  30-34,  38-40,  42-46,  49-52,  59,  61,  64-71,  74,  75,  77, 
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Thompson,  William  C . - . 

Thomson,  Edward  R . 

Treasury  Department,  U.  S . 

Upton,  George  B . 

Van  Brunt,  Gershom  J . 

Wainwright,  Jonathan  M . 

War  Department,  U.  S . 

Wool,  John  E . 

Worden,  John  L . 

Yard,  Edward  M . 

Navy  yard,  New  York,  Commandant  of. 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . 

Shankland,  William  F . 

Worden,  John  L . 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Commandant  of. 

Alexander,  James  W . 

Anderson,  S.  S . 

Barron,  Samuel . 

Bier,  George  H . 

Cooke,  James  W . 

Davidson,  Hunter . 

Goldsborough,  Louis  M . 

Huger,  Benjamin . 

Hunter,  Thomas  T . 

Jones,  Catesby  ap  R . 

Lee,  Sidney  S . 

Lynch,  William  F . 

Magruder,  John  B . 

Marmaduke,  H.  H . 

Morgan,  Van  R . 

Navy  Department,  C.  S . 

Norfolk,  Ya.  Mayor  of . 
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Parker,  William  . .  729>  767,  769 

Parrish,  William .  747 

Peters,  William  . .  799 

Porter,  John  . .  779 

Reynolds,  William .  724 

Sinolair,  Arthur .  728>  728’  799 

Spotswood,  Charles  F.  . .  729 

Webb,  W.  . .  744 

Naylor,  B.  B.  Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  Union . 

Nelson,  Mr.  Mentioned .  ^8o 

Nelson,  Horatio.  Mentioned .  ~94 

Nelson,  William.  Mentioned .  723,  727 

Neptune,  British  bark.  Mentioned .  4|9 

Neville,  John  S.  Mentioned .  688’  689 

7  21 S 

Nevins,  A.  M.  Mentioned . 

New  Berne,  N.  C.  Defenses  of. 

Communications  from  D.  H.  Hill .  789 

Statement  of  Daniel  A.  Campbell  and  Henry  W.  Penny .  _  78 

New  Brunswick,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned .  585>  a86 

Newcomb,  Henry  S.  Mentioned .  844 

New  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 

Engagement  between  U.  S.  S.  Monticello  and  masked  battery  at,  Novem¬ 
ber  18,  1861.  Report  of  D.  L.  Braine .  449 

Obstruction  by  Confederates.  Reports  of 

Braine,  D.  . . 

Bl'yson,  A . - .  fi75 

Newitt,  John.  Mentioned . 

New  Jersey  Troops.  Mentioned.  Infantry — Regiments:  9th,  563,  570,  5 /  , 

581,  582. 

Newport  News,  Va. 

Attack  upon  U.  S.  vessels  Savannah  and  Louisiana  near,  September  13, 

1861,  by  C.  S.  S.  Patrick  Henry.  Reports  of 
Hull,  J.  . .  of)7 

Stringham,  S.  . . 

Attempt  to  blow  up  Federal  vessel  at,  October  10,  1861. 

Orders  and  instructions  of  Franklin  Buchanan .  a 

Report  of  R.  D.  Minor .  °  a 

Proposed  attack  upon  Federal  vessels  at,  by  Confederates. 

Orders  and  instructions,  Navy  Department,  C.  S .  1 

Report  of  John  R.  Tucker . 

Rumor  of  attack  upon  U.  S.  vessels  at,  by  Confederates. 

Communications  from 

Navy  Department,  U.  . . 672 

Van  Brunt,  G.  J . . 

War  Department,  U.  . . 

Wool,  John  . . 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Smith,  . . 

Reports  of  287,333,437 

Goldsborougli,  L.  M .  536,659,661 

Marston,  John .  475  524 

Shelling  of  Confederate  encampment  above,  by  U.  S.  steamers  Shawsheen 

and  J.  L.  Lockwood.  Report  of  W.  Smith .  4bU 
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Newport,  R.  I.,  U.  S.  Collector  of  Customs  at.  Correspondence  with  U.  S. 

collector  of  customs  at  New  York .  28 

Newton,  Kent.  Mentioned .  41)9 

New  York,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned .  88,  582,  584-586 

New  York,  Spanish  Consul  at. 

Correspondence  with  L.  M.  Goldshorougli .  388 

Mentioned .  386 

New  York,  U.  S.  Collector  of  Customs  at. 

Correspondence  with 

Liverpool,  England,  anonymous .  98 

Newport,  R.  I.,  U.  S.  collector  of  customs  at .  28 

Treasury  Department,  U.  S . 28,29,76 

Mentioned . . .  27,  29,  53,  76,  96, 98 

New  York,  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  District  Attorney  at.  Correspondence  with  Navy 

Department,  U.  S .  211 

New  York  Troops.  Mentioned.  Infantry — Regiments:  9tli  (Hawkins  Zouaves), 

591,  654,  655,  691;  10th,  650;  23d,  617;  53d  ( D’Epineuil  Zouaves), 

692;  99th  (  Union  Coast  Guard),  578,  579. 

Niagara,  IJ.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  3,6,118 

Nichols,  C.  A.  See  C.  A.  Nichols,  Canal  boat. 

Nichols,  Samuel.  Mentioned .  689 

Nicholson,  James  W.  A.  Mentioned .  51 

Nightingale,  U.  S.  ship. 

Movements  of . - . .  102 

Orders  for  movements. .  106 

Niles,  N.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  333 

Nixon,  William. 

Correspondence  with  U.  S.  consular  agent  at  Salt  Cay,  Turk’s  Islands _  229 

Mentioned .  199,  227-231 

Noank,  Sloop.  See  Havelock,  Sloop. 

Noland,  C.  St.  George. 

Correspondence  with 

Hodges,  J.  Gregory .  758 

Magruder,  John  B .  723 

Tucker,  John  R .  754 

Mentioned .  756 

Norfolk,  Va. 


Armament  of  Confederate  works  in  vicinity  of .  740,  741 

Confederate  operations  in  and  about. 

Communications  from 

Abbott,  William  A . 517 

Buchanan,  Franklin .  734 

Lyons,  W.  H . . .  482 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  44 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Commandant  of .  751 

Wool,  John  E .  435,486 

Order  of  Navy  Department,  U.  S.,  concerning .  651 

Reports  of  John  Marston .  656,659 

Visit  of  French  war  steamer  Catinat  to. 

Communications  from 

Fabre,  C .  502 

Goldshorougli,  L.  M . 502-504 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  502,  504,  507 

State  Department,  U.  S .  505-507 

United  States,  British  minister  to .  505,  506 

Orders  and  instructions,  Navy  Department,  IJ.  S .  501 


INDEX. 
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Page, 

502 


751 


622 


Norfolk,  Va.,  French  Consul  at.  Mentioned . 

Norfolk,  Va.,  Mayor  of.  Correspondence  with  commandant  of  Norfolk  navy 

yard . 

Norris,  Charles  A.  Report  of  value  of  Confederate  vessels  captured  and  de¬ 
stroyed  in  battle  of  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C . 

Northampton,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  7-12,  728 

North,  Captain.  Mentioned .  2^8 

North,  William  F.  Correspondence  with  Louis  M.  Goldsborough .  272 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Abstract  logs  of  vessels  serving  in .  688-697 

Captures  made  by .  413,  417,  434,  476,  477, 480,  487,  601,  602,  675 

Condition  of  vessels .  375,  376,  379,  391,  394,  408, 409,  418, 438,  451,  452,  456, 460, 

470,  471,  485,  487,  497,  500,  534,  541,  544,  546,  547,  600,  627,  644-649,  660,  686 
Disposition  of  vessels.  Reports  of 

Goldsborough,  L.  .  375 

Marston,  John . 

General  instructions  to  commanders  of  vessels .  419 

Goldsborough,  L.  M.,  appointed  to  command .  234,  282,  313 

Instructions  of  Navy  Department,  U.  S., regarding  commanders  of  vessels.  454 

Purchase,  charter,  etc.,  of  vessels  for  duty  in .  061,  662 

Supplies  for. 

Orders  and  instructions.  L.  M.  Goldsborough .  464,  681 

Reports  of  John  Marston .  532,53d 


Vessels  constituting. 


269 
240-243 
..  540 

90 


. .  603 

Vessels  ordered  to  duty  in .  437,  447,  456,  45/,  463,  516 

North  Carolina. 

Confederate  defenses  of.  Reports  of 

Chauncey,  John  . . 

Green,  Charles . 

Prentiss,  George  A . 

Rowan,  S.  . . 

Loyal  citizens  of.  Report  of  L.  M.  Goldsborough . 

Proclamation  of  blockade  ol,  by  President,  U.  S — . 

Obstruction  of  inlets  of.  See  Obstruction  of  Southern  harbors,  etc. 

Proclamation  of  L.  M.  Goldsborough  and  A.  E.  Burnside  to  citizens  ot . ..  639 

Proposed  operations  against  coast  of.  Report  of  S.  H.  Stringham .  12 

Reconnoissance  of  inlets  of.  Reports  ot 

Goldsborough,  L.  . . 

Phelps,  Thomas  . . 

North  Carolina,  Steamer. 

Detention  of,  at  Wilmington,  N.  C . - .  177’  51 

Mentioned.. . - . ; .  85,178,477,545,695 

North  Carolina,  U.  S.  Ship.  Mentioned . 

North  Carolina,  Adjutant-General  of. 

Correspondence  with 

Andrews,  W.  S.  . . 

Martin,  William  . . 

Mentioned . * . 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of. 

Correspondence  with  _ 

Navy  Department,  C.  . -  "V 

War  Department,  C.S . m,  2SI 

Mentioned . 


318 

318 


749 


149 

140 

251 
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North  Carolina  Troops.  Mentioned.  Page. 

Artillery — Regiments:  3d*  ( Lenoir  Braves),  129, 141. 

'  Infantry— Battalion  :  1st,  654.  Regiments :  7th  t  ( Tar  Biver  Boijs,  Hamil¬ 

ton  Guards),  122, 128, 129, 138, 140-142, 144,  764 ;  8th,  600,  788 ;  17th 
(. Roanoke  Guards),  129,  626 ;  32d  (Jonesboro  Guards,  Junior  Guards), 

128, 129,  698,  699;  37th  ( North  Carolina  Defenders),  129. 


Northerner,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned .  584,585 

Norway,  Ship.  Mentioned .  258 

Nuthall,  Charles.  Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  Miami .  647 

Nutt,  Henry.  See  Henry  Nutt,  Schooner. 

O.  M.  Pettit,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of . —  - .  380-382 

Mentioned .  397,  398,  401,  403,  404,  417,  418 

Movements  of .  409?  432 

Oakley,  William.  Mentioned . . .  446 

Oasis,  British  schooner.  Mentioned . - .  685 

Obstruction  of  Southern  harbors  by  sinking  vessels  loaded  with  stone. 

Correspondence .  188,  206,  210,  259,  268,  290,  410 

Orders .  50,  93, 162,  233,  252,  261,  267,  308,  315,  318 

Reports .  64, 182, 186, 199,  256,  279,  309,  315,  344,  377,  378,  412,  414,  428,  429,  499 

Ocean  Wave,  Brig.  Mentioned .  218 

Ocean  Wave,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  197,  199,263,271,275 

Ocracoke  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 

Blockade  of. 

Communications  from  L.  M.  Goldsborough . .  410 

Orders  and  instructions,  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  308 

Reports  of 

Goldsborough,  L.  M . .  430 

Jeffers,  William  N  . 429 

Phelps,  T.  S .  429 

Werden,  Reed .  414,428 

Westervelt,  Jacob .  345 

Description  of  defenses  of. 

Communications  from 

Navy  Department,  U.  .S .  77 

New  York  Board  of  Underwriters . . .  77 

Statement  of  Daniel  A.  Campbell  and  Henry  W.  Penny .  78 

Obstruction  of.  See  Obstruction  of  Southern  harbors,  etc. 

Occupation  of  fort  on. 

Orders  and  instructions,  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  162 

Report  of  S.  H.  Stringham .  200 

See  also  Beacon  Island,  North  Carolina.  Destruction  of  Confederate  forti¬ 
fications  on,  September  17,  1861. 

O’Haver,  Warren.  Mentioned . 292 

Oliphant,  M.  Mentioned .  396 

Olney,  Jeremiah. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  279,  300 

Mentioned . 320 

O’Mara,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  613,  621 

O’Neil,  Edward.  Mentioned . 199 

Ord,  Edward  O.  C.  Mentioned .  489 

Oregon  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 

Blockade  of.  Report  of  S.  H.  Stringham . . .  186 


*Also  known  as  Fortieth  North  Carolina  State  Troops, 
t  Also  known  as  Seventeenth  North  Carolina  State  Troops. 
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339 

258 
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Oregon  Inlet,  North  Carolina— Continued.  Page. 

Description  of  defenses  of. 

Communications  from 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . ^ 

New  York  Board  of  Underwriters .  ^7 

Statement  of  Daniel  A.  Campbell  and  Henry  W.  Penny .  78 

Obstruction  of.  See  Obstruction  of  Southern  harbors,  etc. 

Oreto*  Steamer.  Mentioned .  653,666,683 

1  o£Q 

Orion,  Vessel.  Mentioned . 

Osgood,  Mr.  Mentioned . . .  °  ' 

Ottawa,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  310 

Ouley,  William.  Mentioned . 

Owens,  Susan  G.  See  Susan  G.  Owens,  Ship. 

P.  F.  Williston,  Schooner.  Mentioned . 

Pacific,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 

Page,  Benjamin.  Mentioned . 

Page,  George.  See  George  Page,  C.  S.  S. 

Page,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned .  705,  724,  /  4o,  746 

Pain,  James.  Mentioned  .  _  339 

Falinurus,  British  ship.  Mentioned .  93>  115>  2oi 

Palmature,  George.  Mentioned . 

Palmer,  Elizabeth.  Mentioned . 

Palmer,  James  S. 

Correspondence  with  Joseph  B.  Hull . . 

Mentioned .  150,168,181,476 

Reports  of. 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia.  Allairs  at .  0 

Iroquois,  U.  S.  S.  Detention  of,  at  Hampton  Roads .  167 

R.  B.  Forbes,  U.  S.  S. 

Grounding  of . 

Incompetency  of  commanding  officer  of .  ltj7 

Panama,  Brig.  Mentioned . - 

Parke,  John  G.  Mentioned . ^ 

Parker,  Dr.  Mentioned . ------ . * 

Parker,  Foxhall  A.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  bob,  oo^ 

Parker,  George.  Mentioned . 

Parker,  William  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Goldsborougli,  L.  . . 

Gwin,  William . . . 

.  20b,  425,  438,  <48 


235 

81 

152 


199 


285,  376,  409,  419 
.  408 


Mentioned 
Reports  of. 


475 


A.  M.  Lawrence,  Ship.  Relief  extended  to,  by  U.  S.  S.  Cambridge - 

Cambridge,  U.  S.  S.  Movements  of ...  - .  399 

Corrotoman  Creek,  Virginia.  Expedition  to. . .  7 

Lynn  Haven  Bay.  Grounding  of  light-boat  in .  33“' 

Rappahannock  River.  Blockade  of .  ~ 

Revere,  British  schooner.  Capture  ot . 

Parker,  William  H. 

Appointed  to  command  C.  S.  S.  Beaufort . .  . . -  " 

Correspondence  with  connn.ndnnt  ot  Norfolk  „»vy  ynr  —  - 


Mentioned 

Parks,  Marshall. 


Mentioned .  761,762,704,769,790 


Afterwards  C.  S.  S.  Florida. 
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Parrish,  William.  rage. 

Correspondence  with  commandant  of  Norfolk  navy  yard .  747 

Mentioned . 

Parrott,  Enoch  G. 

'  Q 

Mentioned . 

Report  of  movements  of  brig  Perry . . .  1 

Parsons,  James.  Mentioned . 

Pasquell,  Richard.  Mentioned .  490 

Patrick  Henry,*  C.  S.  S. 

Attack  upon  U.S.  vessels  Savannah  and  Louisiana,  September  13, 1861.  207-210,  226 
Engagement  with  Federal  vessels  in  James  River,  Virginia,  December  2, 

1861  .  457-459 

Fitting  out  of .  709,  711,  746,  749,  757,  759, 766,  771-774,  776-779 


Orders  for  movements . - .  715,  750,  765 

Patriot,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  268,310 

Patterson,  R.  O.  Mentioned . . . . . . . - .  88,689,690 

Patuxent,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned .  584,  586,  588 

Paulding,  Hiram.  Mentioned . —  — .  87,517,659,660 

For  correspondence  see  Navy  yard,  New  York,  Commandant  of . 

Pauling,  Joseph  W.  Mentioned .  35,37 

Pawnee,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  191, 195-199,  263 

Engagement  with  Confederate  batteries  at  Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina, 

August  28  and  29,  1861  . . .  129 

Mentioned .  106, 110, 120-122, 124, 126, 130, 131, 133-136, 139, 143, 155,  156, 158, 

192,  194,  216,  217,  225,  236,  239,  248,  249, 253,  257,  267,  272,  273,  276,  282,  295 

Movements  of .  88,  275 

Operations,  etc.,  in  vicinity  of  Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina .  154, 

160, 161, 172-175, 191, 195-199,  207,  220-224,  240-243,  245, 264,  270 

Orders  for  movements .  105, 159,  255,  314 

Peacock,  Francis  M.  Mentioned . 277 

Peabody,  George.  See  George  Peabody,  U.  S.  chartered  steamer. 

Peck,  Curtis.  See  Curtis  Peek,  Steamer. 

Pegram,  Robert  B.  Mentioned .  705 

Peil,  John.  See  John  Peil,  Vessel. 

Pelot,  Thomas  P.  Mentioned .  182 

Pembina,  U.  S.  S.  Collision  with  schooner  John  B.  Holmes .  379 

Pendergrast,  Austin.  Mentioned .  748 

Pendergrast,  Garrett  J. 

Correspondence  with 

Faunce,  John . 84 

Lee,  Samuel  P .  96 

Navy  Department,  U.S .  41 

Detached  from  command  of  West  India  Squadron .  145 

Mentioned .  11-13,  25,  50,  88,  254,  793 

Relinquishes  command  of  West  India  Squadron .  183 

Reports  of. 

Albion,  Schooner.  Capture  of .  89 

British  ownership.  Transfer  of  American  vessels  to .  90 

Charleston,  S.  C.  Request  of  British  consul  at .  92 

Henry  Middleton,  Schooner.  Capture  of .  103 

Roanoke,  U.  S.  S.  Movements  of .  25,  48, 179 

West  India  Squadron.  Movements  of  vessels .  52,  92 


Formerly  steamer  Yorktown. 
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Penguin,  U.  S.  S.  Page. 

Condition  of .  86 

Mentioned .  5, 11, 18,  36,  38,  40,  43,  87, 192 

Movements  of .  83,  35 

Ordered  to  duty  in  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron .  314 

Pennington,  W.  F.  Mentioned .  396 

Pennsylvania,  U.  S.  ship.  Mentioned .  6 

Pennsylvania  Troops.  Mentioned.  Infantry — Regiment  51st,  563,  564. 

Penny,  Henry  W.  Statement  concerning  defenses  of  inlets  of  North  Carolina.  78 

Pequennock,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  271 

Perana,  British  bark.  Mentioned .  447 

Pericles,  Bark.  Mentioned .  14 

Perry,  U.  S.  brig. 

Mentioned .  3, 5, 13, 17, 18,  25,  61, 424 

Movements  of . .. .  60,  533 

Perry,  Commodore.  See  Commodore  Perry,  U.  S.  S. 

Perry,  Roger.  Mentioned .  332 

Perthshire,  Ship.  Mentioned .  117,118 

Peter  Marcy,  Ship.  Mentioned .  19 

Peters,  James  A.  Mentioned .  783,785 

Peters,  William  H.  Correspondence  with  commandant  of  Norfolknavy  yard. .  709 

Peterson,  C.  A.  Mentioned .  396 

Petrel,  C.  S.  privateer. 

Mentioned .  52,  65,  69,  74,  94,  95,  219,  784 

Sinking  of,  by  U.  S.  ship  St.  Lawrence .  63 

Pettit,  O.  M.  See  0.  M.  Pettit,  U.  S.  S. 

Pevrull,  Henry.  Mentioned .  338 

Phantom,  Schooner.  Examination  of,  by  U.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island .  466 

Phelps,  Charles.  See  Charles  Phelps,  U.  S.  ship. 

Phelps,  John  W. 

Correspondence  with  John  E.  Wool .  351 

Mentioned .  209,  350,  450 

Phelps,  Thomas  S. 

Correspondence  with  L.  M.  Gtoldsborougli  - - - - - — .  318 

Mentioned .  616,  318,  428,  431 

Reports  of. 

Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina.  Engagement  between  C.  S.  S.  Curlew 

and  U.  S.  S.  Corwin  in,  November  14,  1861  .  430 

Ocracoke  Inlet,  North  Carolina.  Obstruction  of .  429 

Philadelphia,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  473 

Philadelphia,  U.  S.  S. 


Mentioned . 423,  523, 524, 

526,  527,  536-540,  542,  544,  559,  570-572,  574, 578,  580,  582,  584-587,  589,  590, 
593,  603-605,  621-623,  628,  631,  632,  635,  645,  650,  652,  655,  657,  660,  678,  681 

Orders  for  movements .  367, 514 

Philadelphia,  U.  S.  District  Attorney  at.  Mentioned .  94,226 

Philadelphia,  U.  S.  District  Judge  at.  Mentioned .  237 

Phillips,  William  T.  Mentioned .  246 

Phoenix,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned .  586 

Phoenix,  Lloyd.  Mentioned .  75, 102 

Phythian,  Robert  L.  Mentioned .  56,58 

Picket,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned  . .  472,  473,  526,  553,  568,  581,  583—587, 589,  592 
Pig  Point,  Va.  Armament  of  battery .  741 
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Page. 

Pillow,  Gideon  J.  Mentioned . _  ®50 

Pillsbury,  Albert.  Mentioned . - .  3ri4>  355 

Pilot  Boy,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned .  583-586,  588,  592 

Pindar,  Mary  E.  See  Alary  E.  Pindar,  Schooner. 

Pine,  Sloop.  Mentioned .  ^33 

Pinkney,  Robert  F.  Mentioned .  ^ 

Pinner’s  Point,  Va.  Armament  of  battery .  740,  741 

Pioneer,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned .  472,473,553,583,586 

OOd 

Pitts,  Judge.  Mentioned . 

Planet,  Propeller.  Mentioned . 

Plus  Ultra,  Spanish  ship.  Collision  with  U.  S.  S.  Union .  H 

Pocahontas,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned .  583 

Pocahontas,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  ®1 

Ordered  to  duty  in  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron .  314 

Pocomoke  River,  Virginia.  Establishment  of  Confederate  battery  on.  Com¬ 
munication  from  John  E.  Wool . . .  434 

Pocomoke  Sound.  Expedition  to.  Report  of  Peirce  Crosby .  73 

Pointer,  David.  Mentioned .  339 

Pointer,  James.  Mentioned .  339 

Pollaky,  J.  Correspondence  with  Ed.  Brennan .  370,  685 

Foltena,  Vessel.  Mentioned .  447 

Pomone,  H.  I.  M.  S. 

Arrival  at  Hampton  Roads .  521,  640 

Departure  from  Hampton  Roads .  669 

Mentioned .  522,  661 

Poole,  Mr.  Mentioned .  435 

Poole,  W.  E.  Mentioned .  142 

Poor,  Captain.  Mentioned .  758 

Poquosin  River,  Virginia.  Confederate  battery  on.  Report  of  Ira  B.  Studley  484 
Porter,  Benj.  H. 

Commendatory  letter  of  L.  M.  Goldsborough  concerning .  580 

Mentioned .  553,  555,  581,  589 

Report  of  battle  of  Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina,  February  7  and  8, 1862  578 

Porter,  David  D.  Mentioned . 665,759 

Porter,  George  R.  Mentioned .  339 

Porter,  John  L.  Correspondence  with  commandant  of  Norfolk  navy  yard.. .  770 

Portland,  Me.,  U.  S.  Collector  of  Customs  at.  Correspondence  with  Navy 

Department,  U.  S .  200 

Post  Boy,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 791-795 

Poter,  W.  J.  Mentioned .  339 

Potter,  Fred  E.  Mentioned . 127 

Potter,  Howard.  Correspondence  with  State  Department,  U.  S .  118 

Powell,  William  L.  Mentioned .  304a,  3046 

Powhatan,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  761,  762,  764,  787 

Powhatan,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  664 

Powhatan,*  U.  S.  tug. 

Correspondence  of  commanding  officer  of,  with  L.  M.  Goldsborough .  311 

Mentioned . 

Orders  for  movements . 

Pratt,  General.  Mentioned . 

Pratt,  William  F.  Mentioned . 

Preble,  U.  S.  ship.  Movements  of . 


312 

339 

279 

570 

38 


*  Afterwards  called  U.  S.  S.  King  Philip. 
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Prentiss,  George  A.  Page 

Correspondence  with 

Goldsborough,  L.  M .  269,  335,  465 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  ggg 


Reports  of. 

Albatross,  U.  S.  S. 

Arrival  of,  at  Philadelphia  in  charge  of  prizes .  '49 

Condition  of . , .  qqq 

Engagement  with  North  Carolina  steamer  Beaufort,  July  21, 1861 .  20 

Beaufort,  N.  C.  Blockade  of .  41g  4gg 

Virginia.  Affairs  in  eastern  portion  of .  453 

York,  British  ship.  Destruction  of .  520 

President,  Confederate  States. 

Correspondence  with  President  of  the  Confederate  States  Congress .  137 


President,  United  States. 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Deparment,  U.  S .  53 

Storer,  B .  g7 

General  order  concerning  relative  rank .  293 

Mentioned .  7,  55,  67,  69,  71,  75,  90,  91,  233, 253,  293,  489,  593 

Proclamations  by,  concerning  blockade  of  Southern  ports .  90 

Price,  Alice.  See  Alice  Price,  U.  S.Army  steamer. 

Price,  Captain.  Mentioned .  85 

Price,  Sterling.  Mentioned .  594 

Prince  Albert,  Steamer.  Mentioned . . .  509,510 

Prince  Alfred,  Schooner.  Capture  of .  262 

Princess  Charlotte,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  243,257 

Princess  Royal,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  117  447 

Prioleau,  C.  K.  Mentioned .  47, 48, 147,  265,  331,  510 

Prisoners  of  War.  Exchange,  treatment,  etc .  65,  69, 83, 88, 

102-105,  112,  119, 121, 124, 132, 133, 146, 155, 156, 180, 
251,  296-298,  300,  342,  434,  441, 498,  508,  631,  632,  745 

Pritchard,  Captain.  Mentioned .  408 

Privateers,  Confederate 

Depredations  committed  by.  Communications  from 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  27, 100 

New  York,  collector  of  customs  at .  28 

Treasury  Department,  U.  S .  27 

Destruction  of. 

Communications  from  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  288,  289 

Reports  of 

Goldsborough,  L.  M .  288 

Mercer,  Samuel .  63 

Murray,  A .  288,  289 

Fitting  out  of. 

Communication  from  U.  S.  marshal  at  Boston,  Mass .  258 

Report  of  John  Humphrey .  446 

Movements  of.  Communications  from 

Cape  Haitien,  U.  S.  commercial  agent  at .  228 

Nassau,  New  Providence,  U.  S.  consul  at .  406, 407 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  67 

State  Department,  U  S .  151 

Prize  Cases.  Evidence  required  in.  Communications  from 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  211 

New  York,  U.  S.  district  attorney  for .  21.1 
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Prizes.  Disposition  of.  Page. 

Form  of  letter  to  prize  masters .  426 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Barron,  S .  71.5,  718 


Goldsborough,  L.  M - 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 
Reports  of 

Rowan,  S.  C . 

Stringham,  S.  H . . 

Frony,  H.  I.  M.  S. 


Loss  of,  November  5,  1861  .  397-405,  418,  742 

Mentioned .  785 

Providencia,  Spanish  bark.  Case  of . - .  384-389,441 

Pruit,  Henry.  Mentioned .  339 

Fruit,  L.  P.  Mentioned . - .  339 

Pruitt,  J.  Mentioned .  36,74 

Puerto  Rico,  U.  S.  Consul  at.  Mentioned .  151 

Purchase,  charter,  etc.,  vessels. 

Confederate . .  709,  712,  714,  738,  761,  764 

Union .  31,  40,  45,  46,  64,  83, 105, 175,  299,  315,  351,  484,  661 

Purviance,  Hugh  Y. 

Correspondence  with  Louis  M.  Goldsborough .  280,  343 

Mentioned . -  19,  61,  63,  65,  215,  314,  343 

Reports  of. 

Fanny  Lee,  British  schooner.  Capture  of .  413 

Savannah,  Ga.  Blockade  of .  145 


Putnam,  James  O.  For  correspondence  see  Havre,  JJ.  S.  Consul  at. 


Putnam,  William  G.  See  William  G.  Putnam,  U.  S.  S. 

Quackenbush,  Stephen  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Goldsborough,  Louis  M .  513 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  456 

Mentioned . . .  527,  551,  564,  606,  623,  654,  655 

Reports  of. 

Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.  Battle  of,  February  10,  1862 .  612 

Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina.  Battle  of,  February  7  and  8,  1862  ..  563 

Quaker  City,  U.  S.  S. 

Detached  from  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron .  476 

Expiration  of 

Charter . 83 

Term  of  enlistment  of  crew  of .  Ill,  113 

Mentioned .  5, 18,  25,  30,  67,  68,  78,  85,  88, 110, 171, 192,  236,  282,  418,  424 

Movements  of .  94, 185 

Orders  for  movements .  181, 183,  463 

Purchase  of .  105 

Queen  of  the  Lake,  British  bark.  Mentioned .  218 

Quigley,  Patrick  J.  Mentioned .  569 

Quillin,  Asa.  Mentioned .  338 

R.  B.  Forbes,  U.  S.  S. 

Grounding  of . 156 

Incompetency  of  commanding  officer  of .  157 

Loss  of,  February  25,  1862 .  664,  672,  673 

Mentioned .  392,  665,  668,  669 

Ordered  to  duty  in  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron . ,  314 

R.  B.  Sumner,  Ship.  Mentioned .  170 

R.  D.  Shepherd,  Ship.  Mentioned . „  509,530,531 
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Racer,  H.  B.  M.  sloop.  Mentioned .  48,  49,  93,  215,  254 

Radford,  William.  Mentioned .  663 

Raleigh,  C.  S.  S. 

Alexander,  J.  W.,  appointed  to  command .  711 

Capture  of  U.  S.  Army  steamer  Fanny,  October  1,  1861 .  275,  278 

Mentioned .  277,  590,  596,  710,  760,  769,  777,  786-789 

Raney,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  702 

Rambaut,  Gilbert  V.  Mentioned . . . ....  727 

Randolph,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned .  699,702 

Randolph,  George  W.  Mentioned .  725,  730 

Randolph,  Victor  M.  Mentioned .  746 

Ranger,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned .  472,  473,  553,  584,  586 

Rangoon,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  411,462 

Ranks,  Mr.  Mentioned .  190 

Ransom,  Lewis.  Mentioned .  9 

Rappahannock  River,  Virginia. 

Blockade  of. 

Orders  and  instructions,  L.  M.  Goldsborougli .  376,  425,  475 

Reports  of 

Arnold,  H.N.T .  641 

Chaplin,  J.  C .  363 

Parker,  William  A .  424 

Burning  of  schooner  in.  See  Corrotoman  Creek,  Virginia.  Expedition  to. 

Defenses  of.  Orders  and  instructions,  Franklin  Buchanan .  741 

Reconnoissance  in.  Report  of  O.  S.  Glisson .  95 

Ravel,  Richard.  Mentioned .  180 

Ravenel,  Huger  &  Milliken.  Mentioned .  99 

Raymond,  James  H.  Mentioned .  612,692 

Rebel,  Vesssel.  Mentioned .  789 

Rechid,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  519 

Recruit,  U.  S.  Army  schooner.  Mentioned .  473 

Red  Fox,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  396 

Red  Wing,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  218 

Reed,  John.  Mentioned . - .  339 

Reeder,  Charles.  Mentioned .  541,542 

Rele  ase,  U.  S.  bark. 

Mentioned .  434,  441 

Orders  for  movements .  377 

Reliance,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 473 

Relief,  U.  S.  storeship.  Mentioned .  235 

Relyea,  Henry.  Mentioned .  296 

Remington,  Brig.  Mentioned .  473 

Reno,  Jesse  L.  Mentioned .  578,582-584,586 

Renshaw,  Richard  T. 

Correspondence  with  Louis  M.  Goldsborough .  495 

Mentioned .  551,  557,  585,  669 

Report  of  battle  of  Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina,  February  7  and  8, 

1862  .  567 

Rescue,  U.  S.  S. 

Attached  to  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron .  367 

Engagement  with  Confederates  in  Corrotoman  Creek,  Virginia,  and  burn¬ 
ing  of  schooner  Ada .  407,  408,  422,  423 

Mentioned .  192,  377,  390,  425,  515,  603,  661,  691 

Orders  for  movements . . - .  186, 187,  419, 424,  426 
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Revere,  British  schooner.  Page. 

Capture  of .  193 

Mentioned .  165, 176,  218,  690 

Reynaud,  Aime-Felix-Saint-Elme.  Mentioned .  503 

Reynolds,  Richard.  Mentioned .  938 

Reynolds,  Silas. 

Correspondence  with  Louis  M.  Goldshorough .  514 

Mentioned . - . -  - .  555 

Report  of  value  of  Confederate  vessels  captured  and  destroyed  in  battle  of 

Elizabeth  City,  N.  C .  622 

Reynolds,  William.  Correspondence  with  commandantofNorfolknavyyard.  721 
Rhoades,  J.  See  <7.  Rhoades,  Brig. 

Rhode  Island,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  62, 104,  218,  240,  296,  329,  331,  341,  353,  354,  427,  467 

Movements  of .  441,  465,  466 

Rhode  Island  Troops.  Mentioned.  Infantry — Battalions:  5th,  656.  Regi¬ 
ments:  4th,  564,565,581,613,621. 

Richmond*,  C.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  710,  741 

Simms,  C.  C. 

Appointed  to  command .  719 

Relieved  of  command .  743 

Richmond,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  163,219 

Richmond,  Lewis.  For  correspondence,  see  Burnside,  Ambrose  E. 

Ridgely,  Daniel  B. 

Mentioned .  480 

Report  of  measures  for  protection  of  Annapolis,  Md .  13 

Ridgley,  G-eorge.  Mentioned  . .  339 

Ridgely,  George  H.  Statement  of  capture  of  U.  S.  Army  steamer  Fanny, 

October  1,  1861 .  276 

Ridgeway,  Mr.  Mentioned .  147 

Ridley,  Margaret.  See  Margaret  Ridlexj,  Vessel. 

Rightor,  N.  H.  Mentioned .  35 

Riley,  James.  Mentioned .  102 

Rinaldo,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  184,240,690 

Ringgold,  Cadwalader. 

Correspondence  with 

Goldsborough,  Louis  M .  250,  343 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  188 

Mentioned .  314,  343 

Rio,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  788 

Rip  Raps,  The.  Proposed  transfer  of,  from  the  Army  to  the  Navy. 

Communication  from 

Goldsborough,  L.  M .  310 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  312 

Scott,  Winfield . 313 

War  Department,  U.  S .  313 

Wool,  John  E .  311 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Goldshorough,  L.  M .  311 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . 299 

Report  of  L.  M.  Goldsborough .  312 

Risley,  William.  Mentioned .  339 

Roanoke,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  764,  786-788,  790,  791 


Formerly  C.  S.  S.  George  Page,  which  see. 
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Roanoke,  U.  S.  S.  Pagn 

Condition  of .  394,408,409 

Destruction  of  ship  Thomas  Watson .  324 

Exchange  of  courtesies  with  French  frigate  Pomone .  521 

Mentioned .  5  p)  13 

14,  34,  39,  52,  65,  68,  84,  89,  90,  92,  95,  96, 103,  163,  183,  187, 192, 193, 204, 210, 
236,  246,  254,  257,  282,  293,  295,  314,  323,  325,  327,  332,  360,  519,  532-536,  538, 
539,  541,  542,  544,  546,  547,  601-604,  627-629,  640,  643,  646,  648-650,  652,  655, 
656,  659-662,  664,  665,  668,  669,  671,  673,  676,  677,  680-683,  686,  748,  759,  793 

Movements  of .  25,  41,  48, 179,  340,  353,  359 

Orders  for  movements .  260,329,334 

Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina. 

Battle  of,  February  7  and  8,  1862. 

Abstract  logs  of 

Commodore  Perry,  U.  S.  S .  565 

Delaware,  U.  S.  S .  564 

Henry  Brinker,  U.  S.  S .  574 

Hetzel,  U.  S.  S .  560 

Hunchback,  U.  S.  S .  569 

Morse,  U.  S.  S .  572 

Stars  and  Stripes,  U.  S.  S .  557 

Valley  City,  U.  S.  S .  567 

Whitehead,  U.  S.  S .  573 

Ammunition  expended  by 

Ceres,  U.  S.  S .  576 

Delaware,  U.  S.  S . 564 

Hetzel,  TJ.  S.  S .  561 

Louisiana,  U.  S.  S .  558 

Morse,  U.  S.  S . 572 

Southfield,  U.  S.  S .  570 

Stars  and  Stripes,  U.  S.  S .  556 

Valley  City,  U.  S.  S .  566 

William  G.  Putnam,  U.  S.  S .  577 

Casualties . 560,  581 

Chart .  555 

Communication  from  L.  M.  Goldsborough .  580 

Congratulatory  order  of  L.  M.  Goldsborough .  550 

Congratulatory  letter  from  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  593,594 

Reports  of 

Behm,  Charles  F.  W .  569,  571 

Boomer,  E .  578 

Chaplin,  J.  C .  565 

Colhoun,  Edmund  It . 568 

Cooke,  J.  W . 597 

Davenport,  H.  K . 558 

Flusser,  C.  W .  564,565 

French,  Charles  A .  572 

Giddings,  John  E .  573 

Goldsborough,  L.  M .  549-555 

Graves,  G.  W . .  573 

Hayes,  Peter .  571 

Hotchkiss,  William  J .  576,577 

Jeffers,  William  N .  561 

Lynch,  William  F . 594 

MacDiarmid,  John .  575,576 

Murray,  A . - .  557 
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Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina— Continued.  Page. 

Battle  of,  February  7  and  8,  1862. 

Reports  of 

Porter,  Benjamin  . .  ®78 

Quackenbush,  S.  . .  993 

Renshaw,  R.  . . 

Wells,  F.  S . - . -  __  p4 

Werden,  Reed .  555>  556 

Woodward,  Thomas  . .  5?7 

Rough  notes  on,  by  Henry  Van  Brunt .  581 

Testimony  of  B.  P.  Loyall . - .  598 

Confederate  defenses  of. 

Communications  from 

Hill,  D.  . .  739 

Huger,  Benjamin .  730,760 

Hunter,  Thomas  T .  725 

Lynch,  William  F .  729,  760 

Navy  Department,  C.  S .  739 

War  Department,  C.  S . - .  760 

Wise,  Henry  A .  762 

Orders  and  instructions,  Commandant  of  Norfolk  navy  yard-...  721,  732,  736 
Movements  of  Federal  vessels  in  vicinity  of.  Communication  from  B.  P. 

Loyall .  765 

Plan  to  capture. 

Communications  from  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  422 

Report  of  L.  M.  Goldsborough .  421 

Preparations  for  expedition  to. 

Communications  from 

Burnside,  A.  E . . .  468,  472,  473,  494 

Goldsborough,  L.  M . .  500,  514,  539 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  489 

W ool,  J ohn  E . — . - .  501,  515 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Goldsborough,  L.  M .  523,  524,  537,  540,  542 

McClellan,  George  B .  507 

Rowan,  S.  C .  543,546 

Reports  of 

Goldsborough,  L.  M .  526,  536,  538,  541,  544 

Marston,  John .  532 

Robert  Bruce,  Brig.  Mentioned .  468,  473,  511,  685 

Roberts,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  488,  489 

Robeson,  Thomas  R.  Mentioned .  552,  555 

Robins,  John.  Mentioned . 95 

Robinson,  Balinar.  Mentioned .  95 

Robinson,  James.  Mentioned .  37 

Robinson,  John  F.  D.  Mentioned .  664 

Rochelle,  James  H.  Mentioned .  706,  707,  772 

Rochester,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned .  75 

Rocket,  Floating  battery.  Mentioned .  472,473 

Rodgers,  C.  R.  P.  Mentioned .  5 

Rogerson,  McGilbert.  Mentioned .  129 

Rollins,  Stephen.  Mentioned .  724 

Roman,  U.  S.  ship.  Mentioned .  603 

Rose,  William.  Mentioned .  412 

Rosway  Belle,  Brig.  Mentioned .  218 

Rousseau,  Lawrence.  Correspondence  with  Samuel  Barron .  716 
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Rowan,  Stephen  C.  Pago. 

Congratulatory  letter  concerning  battle  of  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C .  621 

Correspondence  with 

Chaplin,  James  C .  565,614,646 

Chauncey,  John  S .  158,  216,  220,  221,  264,  273 

Davenport,  Henry  K .  543,546,558,609 

Flusser,  Charles  W .  564,613 

Franklin,  Charles  L .  665 

French,  Charles  A .  572,  616 

Giddings,  John  E .  620 

Goldsborough,  L.  M .  253,  255,  523,  524,  537, 539,  542,  631,  650 

Graves,  George  W .  618 

Hays,  Peter .  616 

Hawkins,  Rush  C  .  272 

Jeffers,  William  N .  611 

Maxwell,  James  G .  223 

Murray,  Alex .  543,  557,  609,  637,  638 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  173, 174,  225,  248 

Quaekenbush,  Stephen  P .  563,612 

Reynolds,  Silas,  et  al . 622 

Stringham,  S.  H .  159 

Werden,  Reed,  et  al .  543 

Winslow,  Warren .  155 

Woodward,  Thomas  J .  618 

Mentioned .  120, 194, 195, 197,  205,  224,  226, 239,  258,  526,  527,  551,  553- 

555,  559,  575,  582-584,  586,  590-592,  605,  606,  612,  615,  619,  623,  636,  663,  664 
Reports  of. 

Beacon  Island,  North  Carolina.  Destruction  of  Confederate  fortifica¬ 
tions  on,  September  17,  1861 .  222 

Chowan  River,  North  Carolina.  Reconnoissance  of,  February  18-20, 

1862  .  654 

Coal,  supplies  of .  245 

Edeuton,  N.  C.  Expeditions  to,  February  12, 1862,  and  for  the  obstruc¬ 
tion  of  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal .  637 

Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.  Battle  of,  February  10, 1862 .  605,  606 

Fanny,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Capture  of,  October  1,  1861 .  275 

H.  C.  Brooks,  Brig,  and  Henry  Nutt,  Schooner.  Capture  of .  263 

Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 

Blockade  of .  130, 161,  264 

Capture  of  Confederate  batteries  at,  August  28-29,  1861 .  129 

Prizes  captured  in .  191,197,199 

North  Carolina.  Confederate  defenses  of .  240-243 

Prizes.  Disposition  of . 263 

Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina.  Erection  of  Confederate  batteries  on  270 

Susan  Jane,  Schooner.  Capture  of .  195 

Rowe,  F.  A.  Mentioned .  223,  224 

Rowena,  Bark.  Mentioned .  653 

Roy,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  81 

Russell,  Earl.  Mentioned .  54,176 

For  correspondence,  see  British  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

Russell,  Eli.  Mentioned .  338 

Russell,  John.  Mentioned .  338 

Russell,  William.  Mentioned .  675 

Ryan,  Harriet  P.  See  Harriet  F.  By  an,  Schooner. 

S  R  Spaulding,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned .  108,198, 

199,  242,  245,  246,  253,  258,  270,  271,  273,  290,  298,  309, 
316,  342,  401,  526,  527,  581,  584-587,  591,  668,  669,  690 
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S.  T.  Garrison,  Schooner.  Page. 

Capture  of .  298 

Mentioned .  335,  336 

Sabine,  U.  S.  ship. 

Mentioned .  211,  257,  282,  314,  354,  360,  371,  392 

Orders  for  movements .  188,  250,  343 

Sachem,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  679,684 

St.  Helena,  Va.  Defenses  of.  Communications  from  commandant  of  Norfolk 

navy  yard .  743,  767 

St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  U.  S.  Consul  at. 

Correspondence  with  State  Department,  U.  S  . .  97,  201 

Mentioned .  96,  201,  225 

St.  Lawrence,  U.  S.  ship. 

Captures  made  by . . . 219,  413 

Mentioned .  3,  5, 19,  33,  35,  40,  42,  46,  49,  61,  65,  69,  74,  75,  84, 

92,  94,  95, 145, 151, 163, 192,  215,  217,  236,  281, 282,  314,  601,  602,  627,  668,  686 

Orders  for  movements .  280,  343,  687 

Sinking  of  C.  S.  Privateer  Petrel .  (33 

Vessels  hoarded,  spoken,  and  captured,  July  16  to  September  12,  1861 .  219 

St.  Nicholas,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  51 

95, 113, 114,  148,  363,  375,  391,  710,  711 

St.  Nicholas,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  473 

St.  Pierre,  Emily.  See  Emily  St.  Pierre,  Slii p. 

St.  Simon’s  Sound,  Georgia.  Blockade  of.  Orders  and  instructions,  L.  M. 

Goldshorough .  280 

Saddler,  John.  Mentioned .  579,581 

Salt  Cay,  Turk’s  Islands,  U.  S.  Consular  Agent  at. 

Correspondence  with 

Grand  Turk,  Turk’s  Islands,  U.  S.  consul  at .  229  230 

Nixon,  William . 229 

Mentioned .  228  229 

Sanborn,  Francis  W.  Correspondence  with  L.  M.  Goldshorough .  443 

Sand  Fly,  Confederate  launch.  Mentioned .  71g 

Sandford,  Carrie.  See  Carrie  Sandford,  Schooner. 

Sands,  Captain.  Mentioned .  ^12 

Sands,  Thomas.  Report  of  movements  of  British  brig  Brisk .  389 

Sanford,  Nathan.  Mentioned .  gg^ 

San  Francisco,  Steamer.  Mentioned . . gjL 

San  Jacinto,*  Bark.  Mentioned . . . . 


. . .  200 

San  Jacinto,  U.  S.  S.  Movements  of .  437 

San  Juan,  Schooner.  Capture  of .  262 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  U.  S.  S.  Movements  of . 480 

Sarah,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  Ygg 

Sarah  Bibbey,  Vessel.  Mentioned .  268 

Sarah  Starr,  Brigantine. 

Capture  of .  g9 

Mentioned .  65,  66,  68,  69,  85,  254 

Sartori,  Lewis  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Goldshorough,  L.  M .  343 

Lanier,  Edmund .  3gy 

Mentioned .  25,  52,  227,  255,  314,  324,  325,  340,  343,  360,  386,  387,  441 

Reports  of. 

Charleston,  S.  C.  Blockade  of .  3g^ 


Name  changed  to  Kate  Waters. 
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Sartori,  Lewis  C.— Continued.  Page. 

Reports  of. 

Flag,  U.  S.  S. 

Movements  of .  gg  gg 

Qualities  and  requirements  of .  15 

Providencia,  Spanish  hark.  Case  of .  38g 

Thomas  Watson,  Ship.  Destruction  of .  326 

Savage,  Henry.  Mentioned .  338 

Savage,  Thos.  For  correspondence,  see  Havana,  U.  S.  Consul-General  at. 

Savannah,  C.  S.  privateer.  Mentioned .  28 

Savannah,  U.  S.  ship. 

Attack  upon,  by  C.  S.  S.  Patrick  Henry,  September  13,  1861 .  207-210,226 

Engagement  with  C.  S.  tug  Harmony  in  Hampton  Roads,  August  30, 1861.148-150 

Mentioned .  3,  5, 11,  17,  30,  31,  41,  48,  64,  66,  73,  85, 102,  103, 152,  163, 168, 

172,  183,  192,  194,  204,  216,  236,  254,  281,  282,  286,  314,  385,  386,  522,  695,  717 

Movements  of .  6,  61, 226 

Orders  for  movements .  343;  516 

Savannah,  Ga. 

Blockade  of. 

Orders  and  instructions,  L.  M.  Goldshorough .  329 

Reports  of 

Goldshorough,  L.  M .  286 

Green,  Charles .  48,  352 

Purviance,  H.  Y .  145 

Stringham,  S.  H .  69 

Defenses  of.  Orders  and  instructions,  commaudant  of  Norfolk  navy 

yard .  745 

See  also  Georgia,  Confederate  defenses  of. 

Entrance  of  steamer  Bermuda  into,  September  16, 1861. 

Communications  from 

Barnard,  George  M .  302 

Davis,  G.  W . 320 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . 279,  300 

Olney,  Jeremiah .  279,  300 

Upton,  George  B .  302 

Orders  and  instructions,  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  286 

Report  of  L.  M.  Goldshorough .  287 

Movements  of  Confederate  vessels  at.  Communications  from 

Ely,  Moses .  96 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  96 

Storer,  B . 67 

Sawyer,  Mathias.  Mentioned .  129 

Scherer,  G-eorge.  Mentioned .  338 

Schneider,  P.  Mentioned .  653 

Schoonmaker,  C.  M.  Mentioned .  163,  204 

Schouler,  William.  Correspondence  with  State  Department,  U.  S .  165 

Schultz,  Confederate  vessel.  Mentioned .  728 

Scott,  Robert  G.,  jr.  Mentioned . 212,219 

Scott,  Robert  W.  Mentioned .  163 

Scott,  Thomas  A.  For  correspondence,  see  War  Department,  U.  S. 

Scott,  Winfield. 

Correspondence  with 

Loomis,  Gustavue .  132 

Wool,  John  E .  82,106,313 

Mentioned .  19,  70,  77,  82, 107, 108, 110, 132,  311-313 

Scout,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  473 
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Scruggs,  William  R.  Mentioned .  608,625,626 

Sea  Bird,  C.  S.  S. 

Capture  of  water  tank  and  engagement  with  Federal  fleet  in  Hampton 

Roads,  December  29,  1861  .  491-493 

Destruction  of .  596,  607,  608,  613,  620,  622,  616 

Mentioned .  590,  595,  598,  Oil,  614,  632,  635,  752,  753-755,  760,  784-789 

Sebisa,  I.  Mentioned .  396 

Seeller,  Elbridge.  Correspondence  with  U.  S.  marshal  at  Boston,  Mass .  189 

Segar,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  105, 106 

Selden,  William  B.  Mentioned .  599 

Selfridge,  Thos.  O.,  jr. 

Mentioned .  748 

Report  on  means  of  effectual  blockade  of  Hatteras  Inlet .  72 

Selliere,  F.  A.  Mentioned .  352 

Seminole,  U.  S.  S. 

Collision  with  U.  S.  S.  Wabash .  52,  62 

Mentioned .  4,  31,  65,  72,  88,  89,  95, 110, 112, 149, 150, 152, 172, 184, 192,  218 

Movements  of .  43,  332 

Orders  for  movements .  3, 186, 187,  314 

Seneca,  Bark.  Mentioned .  218 

Seneca,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  340 

Sentinel,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned . . .  -  .  472,  473,  585,  586 

Seth  Low,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  684 

Seward,  Pilot.  Mentioned .  408 

Seward,  Frederick  W.  For  correspondence  see  Stale  Department ,  TJ.  S. 

Seward,  William  H.  Mentioned .  6, 12, 19,  33,  42,  44,  46,  67,  90,  91,  96, 100, 

110,  112, 117, 146, 164,  201,  212,  213,  219,  227,  229,  237,  238,  243,  265,  329,  356, 
370,  395,  405,  406,  448,  460,  479,  489,  498,  501-504,  509,  519,  530,  653,  666,  683 
For  correspondence,  see  State  Department,  TJ.  S. 

Sewell’s  Point,  Va.  Defenses  of. 

Armament  of  batteries .  740 

Communications  from  commandant  of  Norfolk  navy  yard .  768 

Orders  and  instructions,  commandant  of  Norfolk  navy  yard .  772 

Seymour,  Isaac  N.  See  Isaac  N.  Seymour ,  U.  S.  S. 

Shackleford,  G-eorge.  Mentioned .  199 

Shankland,  William  F.  Correspondence  with  commandant  of  New  York 

navy  yard .  679 

Sharp,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned .  140, 143,  782 

Sharp,  William. 

Mentioned  . . .  127, 138, 139, 143, 144,  444 

Report  of  affairs  in  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia .  747 

Sharpley,  I.  W.  Mentioned .  339 

Sharpley,  J.  O.  Mentioned . 338 

Sharpley,  John  W.  Mentioned . 339 

Sharpley,  William.  Mentioned . . .  339 

Shaw,  Henry  M.  Correspondence  with  Benjamin  P.  Loyall .  765 

Shaw,  H.  M.  Mentioned .  .  598-600,  754,  755,  761,  763,  764 

Shaw,  J.  M. 

Correspondence  with  L.  M.  Goldsborough .  350 

Mentioned  . .  346 

Shawsheen,  U.  S.  S. 

Battles  of 

Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.,  February  10, 1862 .  618 

Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina,  February  7  and  8,  1862 .  577 


INDEX. 


877 


Shawsheen,  U.  S.  S.— Continued.  page. 

Blocking  of  Albemarle  anil  Chesapeake  Canal...  .  638 

Colhoun,  Edmund  R.,  relieved  of  command  of .  490 

Condition  of .  427,  432 

Mentioned .  437,  439,  458, 


527, 551,  554,  562,  583,  584,  586,  590-593,  603,  606,  608,  623,  657,  665,  694,  748 


Movements  of .  425 

Orders  for  movements .  433,  495 

Reconnoissance  in  York  River,  Virginia .  433 

Shelling  of  Confederate  encampment  above  Newport  News,  Va .  450 

Woodward,  Thomas  J.,  appointed  to  command .  490 

Sheet  Anchor,  Schooner.  Mentioned . 368 

Shelley,  Captain.  Mentioned .  338 

Shepherd,  R.  D.  See  B.  D.  Shepherd,  Ship. 

Sherman,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  473 

Sherman,  C.  See  C.  Sherman,  English  brig. 

Shippen,  Edward.  Mentioned .  748 

Shipping  Point,  Va.  Firing  upon  U.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane  by  Confederate  bat¬ 
tery  at.  Report  of  J.  M.  Wainwright .  651 

Shirk,  Isaac.  Mentioned .  338 

Shrapnel,  Floating  battery.  Mentioned .  472,473 

Shuttleworth,  William  L.  Mentioned .  121 

Shufeldt,  Robert  W.  Mentioned .  30 

For  correspondence,  see  Havana,  Cuba,  U.  S.  Consul-General  at. 

Shumway,  A.  Dwight.  Mentioned .  24 

Shyler,  Mr.  Mentioned .  449 

Sidney  Hall,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  460,  462 

Silliman,  Joseph  A.  Mentioned .  166,487-489 

Silva,  Francis  A.  Mentioned .  450,451,458 

Simmons,  Elijah.  Mentioned .  199 

Simmons,  James  F.  Mentioned .  481 

Simmons,  William.  Mentioned .  180 

Simms,  Charles  C. 

Appointed  to  command  C.  S.  S.  George  Page  (Richmond) .  710 

Commendatory  order  of  T.  H.  Holmes  concerning .  735 

Correspondence  with 

Buchanan,  F .  741 

Kennedy,  C.  H .  719 

Lynch,  William  F .  719,721 

Navy  Department,  C.  S .  710,  719,  721 

Mentioned .  595,  735,  788 

Relieved  of  command  of  C.  S.  S.  Richmond  (George  Page) .  743 

Simms,  JohnD.  Mentioned .  745 

Simonita,  Brig.  Mentioned .  603 

Sinclair,  Arthur. 

Correspondence  with 

Barron,  Samuel .  718 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Commandant  of .  723,  728,  733 

Mentioned .  138,  712,  720,  726 

Report  of  capture  of  Confederate  batteries  at  Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  August  28  and  29,  1861  .  138 

Sinclair,  George  T. 

Correspondence  with  W.  L.  Maury .  733 

Mentioned .  721 

Singleton,  J ohn.  Mentioned . . ■» . .  —  .  581 
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Singleton,  William.  Mentioned .  575 

Sirian,  George.  Mentioned .  215 

Skinner,  Captain.  Mentioned .  268 

Skinner,  St.  J.  B.  Mentioned .  96,97 

Skirmisher,  U.  S.  Army  schooner.  Mentioned .  473 

Slaughter,  Richardson.  Mentioned .  81 

Slidell,  John. 

Correspondence  with  State  Department,  C.  S .  735,  737,  738 

Escape  of,  from  Charleston,  S.  C.  See  Mason  and  Slidell.  Escape  of,  from 
Charleston,  S.  C. 

Mentioned .  684 

Smead,  JohnP.  Mentioned .  338 

Smith,  Boatswain.  Mentioned .  770 

Smith,  Captain.  Mentioned .  390 

Smith,  Master.  Mentioned .  118 

Smith,  Charles.  Mentioned .  773 

Smith,  Charles  H.  Mentioned .  96 

Smith,  Daniel  Drake.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  77 

Smith,  E.  Delafield.  Mentioned .  211,219 

For  correspondence,  see  New  York,  U.  S.  District  Attorney  at. 

Smith,  Henry.  Mentioned . . .  565,  614 

Smith,  John.  Mentioned . 81 

Smith,  John  A.  Mentioned .  675 

Smith,  John  T.  Mentioned .  272 

Smith,  Joseph. 

Correspondence  with 

Harwood,  Andrew  A . 604 

Stimers,  Alban  C .  658,  669,  673 

Worden,  John  L .  515,  516,  525 

Opinion  on  loss  of  French  war  steamer  Prony,  November  5,  1861 .  402 

Smith,  Joseph  B.  Mentioned .  748 

Smith,  Melancton.  Mentioned .  489 

Smith,  Silas.  Mentioned .  81 

Smith,  William. 

Correspondence  with 

Davenport,  Henry  K .  450,  486 

Goldsborough,  L.  M .  285,  363,  438,  439,  444,  452,  494,  512 

Mentioned .  492,  525,  663,  668,  683,  747 

Reports  of. 

Congress,  U.  S.  ship. 

Condition  of .  444  524 

Preparation  of,  to  resist  attack  from  torpedoes .  392 

James  River,  Virginia.  Engagement  between  U.  S.  vessels  and  C.  S.  S. 

Patrick  Henry  in,  December  2,  1861 .  457  458 

Newport  News,  Va. 

Preparation  to  resist  attack  by  Confederates  on  U.  S.  vessels  at. ..  475 

Shelling  of  Confederate  encampment  above,  by  U.  S.  steamers 

Shawsheen  and  J.  L.  Lockwood . 450 

Smith,  William.  Mentioned .  ggO  581 

Smith,  William  A.  Mentioned .  gg2 

Snead,  James.  Mentioned .  339 

Snead,  Robert.  Mentioned .  339 

Snead,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  333 

Snow,  Josiah.  Mentioned, . 38,107 
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Sobel,  Mr.  Mentioned .  4^  ^g2 

Solferino,  Brigantine.  Mentioned .  g2 

Somerfield,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  268 

Somers,  Captain.  Mentioned .  gg! 

Somers,  Richard.  Mentioned .  ggl 

Southac,  Captain.  Mentioned . 

South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Departure  of  vessels  of,  from  Hampton  Roads  under  command  of  S.  F.  Du 

Pont.  Report  of  L.  M.  Goldsborougli .  375 

Du  Pont,  S.  F.,  appointed  to  command .  234,  282,  313 

Condition  of  vessels .  380-382,  409,  410,  413,  414,  416,  417,  424,  427,  428*  432 


South  Carolina.  Proclamation  of  blockade  of,  by  President, U.  S .  90 

South  Wind,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  268,  310 

Southampton,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  243,  257 

Southern  Harbors.  See  Obstruction  of  Southern  harbors,  etc. 

Southern  Star,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  788 

Southern  States. 

Arrest  of  ex-diplomatic  officials  appointed  from. 

Communications  from  State  Department,  U.  S .  212 

Orders  and  instructions,  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  212 

Attitude  of  U.  S.  Government  toward  foreign  consuls  in .  178,  501-507,  521 

Southerner,  Vessel.  Mentioned .  268 

Southfield,  U.  S.  S. 

Attached  to  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron .  484 

Battle  of  Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina,,  February  7  and  8,  1862..  569-571,  581 

Mentioned .  514; 

523,  527,  538,  551,  552, 554,  561,  563,  564,  574,  583,  586-588,  590-593,  603 

Movements  of .  497,  522 

Orders  for  movements .  513 

Spanish  Minister  to  the  United  States.  Mentioned .  385 

Sparrow,  Thomas.  Mentioned . 140 

Spaulding,  Colonel.  Mentioned .  322 

Spaulding,  S.  R.  See  S.  II.  Spaulding,  U.  S.  Army  steamer. 

Specie,  Schooner.  Capture  of .  317 

Spotswood,  C.  F.  M. 

Correspondence  with  commandant  of  Norfolk  navy  yard .  720 

Mentioned .  709,  721,  732 

Sproel,  B.  J.  Mentioned .  790,793 

Sprunt,  Mr.  Mentioned . 356 

Spuell  and  Moss,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  788 

Stafford,  James  M.  Mentioned . j .  139,143,144,781 

Stamers,  C.  F.  For  correspondence  see  Salt  Cay,  Turk’s  Islands,  U.  S.  Con¬ 
sular  Agent  at. 

Stampede,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  473 

Stanford,  John  J.  Mentioned .  215 

Stanford,  Nathan.  Mentioned .  579 

Stanley,  British  brig.  Mentioned .  685 

Stanton,  Edwin  M.  Mentioned .  650 

For  correspondence,  see  War  Department,  U.  S. 

Star  of  the  South,  *  Steamer.  Mentioned .  397 

Star  of  the  Union,*  Steamer.  Mentioned .  689 

Starke,  William  E.  Mentioned .  625 


See  Union,  Steamer. 
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Starr,  Sarah.  See  Sarah  Starr,  Brigantine.  Tnge. 

Stars  and  Stripes,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  September  19,  1861,  to  March  7,  1862 .  697 

Battle  of  Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina,  February  7  and  8, 1862 .  555,  557 

Capture  of  schooner  Charity .  ^£0 

Engagement  with  Confederate  vessels  in  Hatteras  Inlet .  377,  464 

Mentioned .  17,  248,  256,  257,  260,  275,  280,  282,  289,  290, 

309,  315,  316,  319,  342,  345,  346,  397,  400,  404,  405,  410,  412,  414,  422,  428,  497, 
527, 543,  551,  574,  575,  581-583,  586,  590-593,  603,  605,  613,  651,  657,  658,  693 

Movements  of .  643,  649,  652 

Operations  in  sounds  of  North  Carolina .  344,  389 

Orders  for  movements .  234,  261,  267,  628 

State  Department,  C.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Mason,  James  M .  735,  737,  738 

Slidell,  John .  735,737,738 

Trescott,  William  H . . .  735,  738 

State  Department,  U.  S. 

Anonymous  communication  to,  from  New  York .  44 

Correspondence  with 

British  minister  to  the  United  States . .  505-507 

Brown  Brothers  &  Co .  118 

Dix,  John  A .  467 

Ely,  Moses .  96 

Falmouth,  England,  U.  S.  consul  at .  203 

French  minister  to  the  United  States .  405,  507 

Godfrey,  N.  P .  Ill 

Great  Britain,  U.  S.  minister  to .  47,  265,  330,  406 

Grand  Turk,  Turk’s  Islands,  U.  S.  consul  at .  228 

Grinnell,  Moses  H . 7 

Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  U.  S.  consul  at .  320 

Havana,  Cuba,  U.  S.  consul-general  at .  118,  479 

Havre,  France,  U.  S.  consul  at .  513 

Hubbard,  G.  Eustis .  228 

Leeds,  England,  U.  S.  consul  at .  190 

Liverpool,  England,  U.  S.  consul  at .  34, 

100, 117, 146, 169, 170,  213,  411,  450,  462,  510,  530,  653,  666,  683 
London,  England,  U.  S.  consul  at . .  164,  213,  368,  443,  444,  448,  454,  460,  462,  519 

Nassau,  New  Providence,  U.  S.  consul  at . 406,407 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  7, 

33, 151, 164, 165, 178, 190,  201,  202,  212,  330,  368,  405,  467,  502,  504,  510 

Potter,  Howard .  118 

St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  U.  S.  consul  at .  97,  201 

Schouler,  William .  165 

Stoddard,  Charles .  202 

Stoddard  &  Clark . 7 

State  of  Georgia,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  496,  603,  679,  689,  690 

Movements  of .  456 

Orders  for  movements .  447^  455 

Preparation  of,  for  duty  in  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron . 424 

State  of  Maine,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 354 

Statia,  Stephen.  Mentioned .  425 

Steady,  H.  B.M.S.  Mentioned .  293  295,505 

Stebbins,  Augustus  G.  Mentioned .  127 

Steelman,  David.  Mentioned . . .  333 
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Stellwagen,  Henry  S.  Page 

Correspondence  with 

Goldsborougli,  L.  M .  267  308 

King,  William  M .  ’  j28 

Lardner,  James  L .  290 

Lowry,  Reigart  B . . .  393 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  50  433 

Werden,  Reed .  ’  343 

Mentioned . . . . . . . .  50  54  34  gg  77 

82,  107,  120,  186,  206, 211,  217,  235,  253,  257,  259,  261,  281,  282,  307,  315,’  316 
Reports  of. 

Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 

Capture  of  Confederate  batteries  at,  August  28  and  29, 1861 .  127 

Unseaworthiuess  of  vessels  chartered  for  expedition  to . .  108 

North  Carolina.  Obstruction  of  inlets  of .  475^  268  279  309 

Virginia.  Disaffected  citizens  of .  234 

Stellwagen,  T.  C.  Mentioned .  12g 

Stephen  Hart,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  460  461 

Stepping  Stones,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of .  .  370 

Mentioned .  354 

Movements  of .  357 

Orders  for  movements .  341,  358,  367,  380 

Stetson,  Nahum.  See  Nahum  Stetson,  Brig. 

Stevens,  Henry  K.  Mentioned .  444  743 

Stewart,  Ellen.  See  Ellen  Stewart,  Ship.  , 

Stewart,  Ellen  P.  See  Ellen  P.  Stewart,  Brig. 

Stewart,  William  F. 

Mentioned .  44 

Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  Union .  34 

Stewart,  Wany  &  Co.  Mentioned .  99 

Stimers,  Alban  C. 

Mentioned .  525,670 

Reports  of. 

Monitor,  U.  S.  S. 

Expected  sailing  of,  from  New  York  navy  yard .  669 

Trial  trip  of . 658,673 

Stoddard,  Charles. 

Correspondtjnce  with  State  Department,  U.  S .  202 

Mentioned .  201  202 

Stoddard  &  Clark. 

Correspondence  with  State  Department,  U.  S .  7 

Mentioned .  j2 

Stone,  Captain.  Mentioned .  268 

Stone,  Mr.  Mentioned .  639 

Stone,  I.  Mentioned .  396 

Stone,  Joseph  E.  Mentioned .  641 

Storer,  B. 

Correspondence  with  President,  U.  S .  67 

Mentioned .  69 

Stringham,  Silas  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Cavendy,  Edward .  283,  284 

Chandler,  William .  36, 159, 180 

Chauncey,  John  S .  119,  187,  205,  224, 238 
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Stringham,  Silas  H. — Continued.  afeG' 

Correspondence  with 

Coale,  Janies  Carey . 

Collins,  Napoleon . 

Faunce,  . . 

Gillis,  John  . .  123 

Glisson,  Oliver  S .  8,  9, 17,  95, 107,  149,  24 1 

Goldshorough,  John  R .  10,41 

Green,  Charles .  15,  56,  57, 152, 166 

Hewett,  W.  N.  . . 

Hickley,  . .  85 

Huger,  Benjamin . 

Hull,  Joseph  . .  ^3,  l83,  ^8 

Livingston,  John  W .  40,85,86 

Lockwood,  Samuel . 

Lowry,  R.  . .  155 

Marston,  John .  4,70 

Martin,  . .  151 

Mercer,  Samuel .  13,  61,  254 

Murray,  Alexander .  194,208 

Navy  Department,  IJ.  S .  16-18,26, 

27,  33,  34,  39,  42,  44,  45,  50,  59,  65,  67,  68,  71,  75,  77,  82,  87,  92,  93,  96,  98, 
100,  105,  107,  111,  114, 115, 117,  131,  146,  149,  153,  157,  158,  162-164, 166, 
169, 171, 176-178, 180-182,  184,  189, 190,  193, 197,  199,  201,  206,  210-213,  225 

Parker,  William  A .  193 

Parrott,  Enoch  G .  60 

Pendergrast,  G.  J . - .  25,  48,  52,  89,  90,  92, 103 

Prentiss,  George  A .  20 

Purviance,  Hugh  Y .  115 

Rowan,  S.  C .  154, 159, 161, 172, 191, 198, 199,  207,  222,  241,  245 

Sartori,  Lewis  C .  15,  65 

Stellwagen,  H.  S .  108 

Watmough,  P.  G.,  et  al .  81 

White,  G.  B .  81 

Wool,  John  E . - .  108 

Yard,  Edward  M .  218 

Mentioned .  3,  4, 14,  23,  30,  41,  45,  50,  51,  69,  82,  106, 107, 109,  112, 

113, 117, 120, 125,  127, 128, 132, 138-140, 143, 145, 151, 156, 158, 160, 168,  171, 
183, 186, 188,  189, 194, 210,  220,  225,  226,  233,  234,  244,  253,  262,  263,  272,  357 

Relieved  of  commaud  of  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron .  231,  232,  237, 248 

Reports  of. 

Albion,  Schooner.  Capture  of .  88 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Affairs  of .  3,  61,  74, 106,  226,  227 

Condition  of  vessels .  42,  49,  80 

Disposition  of  vessels .  5,  30, 192,  236 

Location  of  headquarters  of . 4 

Midshipmen  for . 83 

Movements  of  vessels .  6, 

10, 11,  25,  38,  43,  51,  83,  110, 183, 185, 187, 188, 194,  200,  215,  217-219 

Reduction  of  complement  of  vessels .  204 

Beacon  Island,  North  Carolina.  Destruction  of  Confederate  fortifica¬ 
tions  on,  September  17,  1861  .  221 

Ben  Dunning,  Brig.  Sailing  letter  issued  to .  52 

Dawn,  U.  S.  S.  Expiration  of  charter  of .  40 

Enchantress,  Schooner.  Capture  and  disposition  of .  31,  32 
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Tlag  of  truce.  Disrespect  shown  to,  by  Confederates .  70 

Fugitive  slaves. 


Clothing  for  . 
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Disposition  of .  ’  g 

Hampton,  Va.  Burning  of .  66 

Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 

Blockade  of . 

Capture  of  Confederate  batteries  at,  August  28  and  29,  1861 .  119- 

„  .  125, 132-134 

Preparations  tor  expedition  to .  si  109  108  ioq  no 

Herald,  British  brig.  Capture  of . ’  19 

Louisa,  Schooner.  Destruction  of .  g- 

Louisiana,  U.  S.  S.  Attack  upon,  by  C.  S.  S.  Patrick  Henry,  September 

13, 1861  .  207 

Minnesota,  U.  S.  S. 

Exchange  of  courtesies  with  Dutch  frigate .  94 

Movements  of . 

Mount  Vernon,  U.  S.  S.  Expiration  of  charter  of .  40 

iNorth  Carolina.  Proposed  operations  against  coast  of .  12 

Ocracoke  Inlet,  North  Carolina.  Occupation  of  fort  on .  200 

Oregon  Inlet,  North  Carolina.  Obstruction  of .  Ig0 

Prisoners  of  war.  Exchange,  etc.,  of .  §4  gg 

Prizes.  Disposition  of .  49 

Quaker  City,  U.  S.  S. 

Expiration  of  charter .  gg 

Expiration  of  terms  of  service  of  crew  of .  113 

Savannah,  U.  S.  ship.  Attack  upon,  by  C.  S.  S.  Patrick  Henry,  Sep¬ 
tember  13,  1861  .  207 

Southern  ports.  Blockade  of .  24,  66,  69,  85,  92,  203,  204 

Susan  Jane,  Schooner.  Capture  of .  495 

Virginia.  Violation  of  blockade  of .  46 

Wilmington,  N.  C.  Blockade  of .  H 

Bequest  of,  to  be  relieved  of  command  of  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron..  216 

Strombo,  A.  Mentioned .  Ig0 

Strong,  Frederick  W.  Mentioned . .  407.  408 

Studley,  Ira  B. 

Correspondence  with  L.  M.  Goldsborough .  515 

Beport  of  affairs  in  York  Biver,  Virginia .  469,  484 

Sturges,  Henry  L.  Mentioned .  493;  374 

Stuttgart,  U.  S.  Consul  at.  Mentioned .  202 

Styles,  Cary  W.  Mentioned .  322 

Success,  British  schooner.  Mentioned .  549 

Summerfield,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  310 

Sumner,  Charles.  Mentioned .  202 

Sumner,  R.  B.  See  R.  B.  Sumner,  Ship. 

Sumpter,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  43 

Sumter,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  52,  65, 151,  302,  455,  476,  624 

Superior,  C.  S.  barge.  Mentioned .  721,  722,  724,  786 

Supply,  U.  S.  ship.  Mentioned .  66, 172,  257 

Surcouf,  H.  I.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  370 

Susan  G.  Owens,  Ship.  Mentioned .  170,  213 

Susan  Jane,  Schooner. 

Capture  of .  195-199,  263 

Mentioned .  165,  176, 226,  259 
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Susquehanna,  U.  S.  S.  Page- 

Captures  made  by . . 205,  262 

Collision  with  U.  S.  S.  Flag .  203 

Destruction  of  Confederate  fortifications  on  Beacon  Island,  North  Carolina  224 
Engagement  with  Confederate  batteries  at  Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina, 

August  28  and  29,  1861  . -  -  -  136 

Lardner,  James  L.,  appointed  to  command .  260 

Mentioned .  3,  5, 17,  64, 110, 

121,  122,  126, 130, 131, 134, 135, 139, 141, 143, 159, 192,  216,  218,  220-223,  227, 
236,  239,  240,  264,  265,  273-275,  282,  289,  290,  292,  308,  311,  314,  329,  331,  397 

Movements  of .  6, 14, 105, 116, 119,  238,  291,  298,  356,  361,  362 

Orders  for  movements .  45, 187,  280,  332,  343 

Sutton,  William.  Mentioned .  141, 143 

Suwanee,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  586 

Swans  Gut  Creek,  Virginia.  Expedition  into.  Report  of  A.  Murray .  366 

Sweeny,  Andrew.  Mentioned. . .  641 

Swindell,  James  H.  Mentioned .  784 

Symmes,  William.  Mentioned .  154 

T.  A.  Ward,  U.  S.  schooner.  Mentioned .  533 

Tabb,  Dr.  Mentioned .  81 

Tage,  French  steamer.  Mentioned .  530 

Talcott,  Andrew.  Mentioned .  697,699,705 

Talcott,  Thomas  M.  R.  Mentioned .  599,  600 

Talisman,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  101,  447 

Tallmadge,  Grier.  Mentioned .  112 

Tampico,  Mexico,  TJ.  S.  Consul  at.  Correspondence  with  Treasury  Depart¬ 
ment,  U.  S .  395 

Tanner,  Mr.  Mentioned .  722 

Tanner’s  Creek,  Virginia.  Armament  of  battery .  741 

Tarpen,  John  L.  Mentioned .  339 

Tattnall,  Josiah.  Mentioned .  67,  69,  279,  322 

Tatum,  William.  Mentioned .  338 

Tayloe,  James  L. 

Mentioned .  595,  622 

Report  of  armament  and  ordnance  on  board  of  C.  S.  S.  Fanny,  October  8, 

1861  .  738 

Taylor,  Captain.  Mentioned .  38 

Taylor,  Captain.  Mentioned .  791 

Taylor,  Ambrose.  Mentioned .  236 

Taylor,  Anna.  See  Anna  Taylor,  Schooner. 

Taylor,  Atwell.  Mentioned .  107 

Taylor,  Collomore.  Mentioned .  235 

Taylor,  D.  Mentioned .  235 

Taylor,  E.  Mentioned .  236 

Taylor,  Henry  S.  Mentioned .  161 

Taylor,  Isaac.  Mentioned .  59 

Taylor,  John  McL.  Mentioned .  112 

Taylor,  John  S.  Mentioned .  598,600 

Taylor,  Richard.  Mentioned .  719 

Taylor,  William  B.  Mentioned .  44 

Teaser,  C.  S.  S. 

Mentioned . . .  757,777,780,794 

Orders  for  movements .  706,  707 

Tempest,  Tug.  Mentioned .  130, 135, 175,  220-222,  224,  267,  290,  309 

Templeton,  Captain.  Mentioned . 98;  371 

Tennessee.  Proclamation  of  blockade  of,  by  President,  U.  S . . .  90 
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Tessier,  B.  L.  Mentioned . . .  yjl  203  513 

Tetchner,  William.  Mentioned .  199 

Texas.  Proclamation  of  blockade  of,  by  President,  U.  S .  90 

Tliacher,  Oliver.  Correspondence  with  Louis  M.  Goldsborougk .  237 

Theodora,*  Steamer. 

Chase  of,  by  U.  S.  S.  Mount  Vernon .  433  511 

Chase  of  schooner  H.  W.  Johnson  by .  406,  407 

Thomas,  Captain.  Mentioned .  198 

Thomas,  Bankhead.  Mentioned .  257 

Thomas,  Henry  G-.  Mentioned .  39 

Thomas,  Jonathan.  Mentioned .  127 

Thomas  Benjamin,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  670,  671 

Thomas  Jefferson, t  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned . . .  525 

Thomas  Watson,  Bark. 

Destruction  of,  October  15,  1861  .  323-328 

Mentioned .  101, 117,  213,  214,  272,  360 

Thompson,  Captain.  Mentioned .  790,  791 

Thompson,  A.  B.  See  A.  B.  Thompson,  Ship. 

Thompson,  Ebenezer. 

Mentioned .  668 

Eeports  of. 

O.  M.  Pettit,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of .  382 

Whitehall,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of .  414 

Thompson,  Ed.  See  Ed.  Thompson,  Vessel. 

Thompson,  Mary  E.  See  Mary  E.  Thompson,  Brig. 

Thompson,  Nathan.  See  Nathan  Thompson,  Ship. 

Thompson,  Henry  P.  Mentioned .  560,  581 

Thompson,  W.  Bevershaw. 

Correspondence  with 

Allen,  Thomas  H .  713 

Winslow,  Warren .  713 

Mentioned .  79 

Thompson,  William  C.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  77 

Thomson,  Cartwright.  Mentioned .  199 

Thomson,  Edward  R. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  3 

Mentioned .  52,  62,  150 

Thornton,  James.  Mentioned .  339 

Thornton,  Kendell.  Mentioned .  339 

Thornton,  Miles  B.  Mentioned .  338 

Thornton,  William.  Mentioned .  338,339 

Tidball,  E.  M.  Mentioned .  742 

Tilghman,  Tench.  Mentioned .  20 

Tillotson,  Charles  W.  Mentioned .  223, 224,  578,  579 

Todd,  Captain.  Mentioned . • .  268 

Toombs,  Robert.  Mentioned . 708 

Toone,  Jos.  H.  See  Jos.  H.  Toone,  Schooner. 

Torpedoes.  Correspondence  concerning .  26,  304a,  363,  392,  517 

Toucey,  Isaac.  See  Isaac  Toucey,  Schooner. 

Towns,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  724 

Townsend,  Edward  D.  For  correspondence  as  assistant  adjutant-general, 
see  Scott,  Winfield. 

Townsend,  Robert.  Mentioned .  549 


''Formerly  C.  S.  privateer  Gordon,  which  see. 

+  Known  also  as  C.  S.  S.  Jamestown,  which  see. 
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Townson,  MasCn  D.  Mentioned  .  339 

Townson,  William.  Mentioned . 339 

Tracy,  Jemes.  Mentioned .  339 

Trader,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  3(38 

Trainer,  Adam.  Mentioned .  199 

Transfer  of  American  vessels  to  British  ownership.  See  British  Owner¬ 
ship,  Transfer  of  American  vessels  to. 

Transit,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  101 

Transports,  U.  S.  Convoy  and  protection  of. 

Communications  from 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  677 

War  Department,  U.  S .  676 

Wool,  John  E .  677 

Report  of  O.  S.  Glisson .  674 

Treasury  Department,  U.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Boston,  Mass.,  U.  S.  collector  of  customs  at .  243 

Lockwood,  Henry  H .  642 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  27, 29,  76,  243,  430,  431,  642 

New  York,  U.  S.  collector  of  customs  at .  28,  29,  76 

Tampico,  U.  S.  consul  at .  395 

Tredwell,  A.  Mentioned .  781 

Trenchard,  Stephen  D. 

Mentioned .  62 

Reports  of. 

Isabella,  Ship.  Letter  found  on  hoard  of . .  341 

Phantom,  British  schooner.  Detention  of .  466 

Trenholm,  George  A.  Mentioned .  47 

Trent,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  684 

Trescott,  William  H.  Correspondence  with  State  Department,  C.  S .  735,738 

Triggle,  John.  Mentioned .  297 

Trimble,  Isaac  R.  Mentioned .  727 

Tripleet,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  788 

Tropic  Wind,  Schooner. 

Communication  from  Navy  Department,  U.  S.,  concerning .  33 

Mentioned .  40 

Tucker,  John  R. 

Correspondence  with 

Barron,  Samuel .  715 

Buchanan,  Franklin .  756,  765,  766,  771,  776,  779 

Clark,  Hugh .  711 

Colston,  Raleigh  E .  774;  775 

De  Lagnel,  J.  A .  753 

Harwood,  J.  C .  756 

Lynch,  William  F .  751,  753 

Minor,  George . .  746,  749,  757,  759,  768,  772,  773,  777,  778,  780 

Navy  Department,  C.  S .  752,  756,  765,  766,  771,  776 

Noland,  C.  St.  George .  754 

Sharp,  William .  747 

Mentioned .  304a,  3046,  458,  753,  758,  773 

Reports  of. 

James  River,  Virginia.  Engagement  between  U.  S.  vessels  and  C.  S.  S. 

Patrick  Henry  in,  December  2,  1861 .  459 

Newport  News,  Va.  Readiness  for  attack  upon .  779 

Turkey,  U.  S.  Minister  to. 

Correspondence  with  State  Department,  U.  S .  532 

Mentioned .  539 
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Turner,  Henry.  Mentioned .  338 

Turner,  William.  Mentioned .  338 

Turnley,  Parmenas  T.  Mentioned . 1 .  13 

Tuscarora,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  172 

Tyler,  John.  Mentioned .  633 

Tyson,  Herbert  B.  Mentioned .  56,58 

Unadilla,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  340,392,397 

Uncle  Ben,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  85,477,499,696,726,727 

Underwriter,  U.  S.  S. 

Battles  of 

Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.,  February  10,  1862 .  611,621 

Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina,  February  7  and  8,  1862  .  561 

Blocking  of  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal .  638 

Condition  of .  301, 345,  397,  418 

Efforts  to  render  assistance  to  wrecked  French  steamer  Prony .  397-399,  404 

Expedition  to  Eden  ton,  N.  C.,  February  12,  1862 .  637 

Mentioned .  253,  282,  309,  316,  344,  346,  377,  401,  403,  413,  422,  429, 527, 551, 552, 

554,  562,  566,  567,  577,  578,  581,  582,  586-591,  593,  603,  606-608,  620,  623,  656 

Operations  in  vicinity  of  Hatteras  Inlet .  303,  428 

Order  of  Navy  Department,  U.  S.,  relative  to  appointment  of  commanding 

officer  for .  379 

Orders  for  movements .  282,  299 

Reconnoissance  in  Ocracoke  Inlet,  North  Carolina .  378 

Union,  U.  S.  steam  transport. 

Loss  of .  416 

Mentioned .  478,  690,  695 

Union,  U.  S.  Army  steamer. 

Mentioned .  584-586,  588,  591 

Reconnoissance  in  Currituck  Sound,  February  19  and  20,  1862 .  656 

Union,  U.  S.  S. 

Burning  of  brig  B.  T.  Martin .  41 

Charter  extended .  31 

Collision  with  Spanish  ship  Plus  Ultra .  11 

Condition  of .  80-82 

Mentioned .  5, 13,  25,  32,  48,  51,  52,  64,  71,  85,  87, 102, 192,  218, 358,  571,  795 

Movements  of .  10,  61 

Union  Troops.  Mentioned.  Artillery — Regiment:  2d  (Begulars),  3d,  112. 

For  State  organizations,  see  respective  States. 

United  States,  C.  S.  frigate. 

Mentioned .  518,  721,  732,  745,  749,  751,  758,  771,  774,  778,  785,  790 

Order  for  transfer  of  crew  of  C.  S.  S.  Winslow  to .  728 

Orders  for  movements .  770 

Upshur,  G-.  P.  See  G.  r.  Upshur,  Schooner. 

Upshur,  John  H.  Mentioned .  163 

Upton,  George  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Dana,  R.  H.,  jr .  166 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  302 

Mentioned .  164 

Usher,  Mr.  Mentioned .  116 

Valiant,  William  T.  Mentioned .  481 

Valley  City,  U.  S.  S. 

Attached  to  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron .  367 

Battles  of 

Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.,  February  10,  1862 .  614-616,  621 

Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina,  February  7  and  8,  1862  .  565-567 
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Valley  City,  U.  S.  S.— Continued.  Page. 

Condition  of .  ^57 ,  376,  390 

Destruction  of  wrecks  of  C.  S.  steamers  Sea  Bird  and  Fanny . .  646 

Mentioned .  375,  419,  423-426,  474, 

476,  527,  551,  554,  557,  562,  581,  582,  586,  589-592,  603,  606,  607,  609,  623,  642 

Movements  of .  363,  497 

Orders  for  movements .  439 

Van  Amringe,  G.  O.,  jr.  Mentioned .  198 

Van  Brunt,  Gershom  J. 

Correspondence  with 

Armstrong,  James  . .  455 

Goldshorough,  L.  M .  543,663,672 

Lowry,  E.  B . - .  999 

Marston,  John . 327 

Mentioned .  120, 134, 139, 158,  627,  662 

Reports  of. 

Charity,  Schooner.  Seizure  of .  480 

Kinnakeet,  N.  C.  Engagement  between  U.  S.  S.  Monticello  and  Con¬ 
federates  at,  October  5,  1861 .  290 

Mount  Vernon,  U.  S.  S.  Captures  made  by .  296 

State  of  Georgia,  U.  S.  S.  Movements  of .  456 

Whitehall,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of .  114 

Van  Brunt,  Henry. 

Mentioned .  581,  590,  B91,  593,  605,  628,  663 

Rough  notes  by,  on  naval  expedition  to  Roanoke  Island,  etc .  581 

Vandalia,  U.  S.  S. 

Capture  of  Schooner  Henry  Middleton .  103, 104 

Destruction  of  ship  Thomas  Watson . . .  324-326 

Haggerty,  Francis  S.,  appointed  to  command .  252 

Mentioned .  10, 13, 14,  25,  26,  48,  52,  62, 

65,  163,  179,  192,  236,  249,  255,  274,  282,  293-295,  314,  323,  327,  332,  360,  371 

Orders  for  movements . - .  96,  343 

Vanderbilt,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 322 

Varina,  U.  S.  revenue  steamer .  28,  389 

Varuna,  U.  S.  S.  Orders  for  movements .  627 

Vattinghams,  William.  Mentioned .  236 

Vaughn,  Captain.  Mentioned . 793 

Velasco,  Schooner. 

Capture  of .  18 

Mentioned .  24,  688 

Velma,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  219 

Vermont,  U.  S.  ship.  Mentioned .  462,682 

Vevers,  Richard.  Mentioned .  570 

Victor,  Henry  C.  Mentioned .  519 

Victoria,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  164,  259,  265,  305,  447,  448,  684 

Vidette,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned .  472,  473,  553,  583,  586 

Vincennes,  U.  S.  ship.  Mentioned .  59 

Vincent,  D.  B.  Mentioned .  97 

Vinton,  J.  E.  For  correspondence,  see  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  U.  I S'.  Consul  at. 
Virginia. 

Affairs  on  eastern  shore  of .  453 

Disaffected  citizens  of  eastern  shore  of .  234,  235 

Proclamation  of  blockade  of,  by  President,  U.  S .  90 

Virginia, *  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  333,  363,  375,  391,  771,  772,  777,  778,  780 


Formerly  Merrimack,  which  see. 
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Virginia,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 

Virginia,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned .  ggg  g§0  ggo 

Virginia  and  North  Carolina.  Confederate  naval  operations  in .  697-796 

Virginia  Antonieta,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  390 

Virginia  Navy.  Transfer  of,  to  Confederate  States.  Communications  from 

S.  Barron .  708,  709 

Virginia  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery— Batteries :  Bedford  (T.  C.  Jordan), 727;  Hanover  (W.  Nelson), 727; 

Jamestown  (William  Allen),  727;  Cockade  (G.  V.  Rambaut),  727 ’ 
Infantry— Battalions :  Waddill’s  ( Greenville  Guards),  701,702;  14tli,  758; 

59th,  625,  627. 

Mixed— Wise’s  Legion :  599,  608,  624,  625,  627,  639. 

Vixen,  U.  S.  Coast  Survey  steamer.  Mentioned . . . . _  gi  397 

Voltigeur,  U.  S.  Army  bark.  Mentioned .  4/73 

Voorhees,  L.  D.  D.  Mentioned .  210 

W.  L.  Bartlett.  Mentioned .  268 

Wabash,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  04 

Collision  with  U.  S.  S.  Seminole .  52,  62 

Detached  from  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron .  246,  247 

Engagement  at  Hatteras  Inlet,  August  28  and  29,'  1861  .  125, 136 

Mentioned .  g  10, 11  13  15,  25  26  41 

60,  66-68,  75,  81,  84,  85,  102, 103,  105,  120-122,  126,’ 130,  134,  135,  139,  14 lj 
143,  163,  179,  192,  203,  204,  215,  233,  236,  254,  257,  283,  340,  356,  362,  717,  782 

Movements  of .  61-63 

Wainwright,  Jonathan  M. 

Mentioned .  24 

Report  of  injury  received  by  U.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane  from  Confederate  bat¬ 
tery  at  Shipping  Point,  Va .  0ol 

Wainwright,  Richard.  Mentioned .  544,650 

Wait,  George  M.  Mentioned .  127 

Walker,  Mr.  Mentioned .  709 

Walker,  Henry  Pinckney.  Mentioned .  269 

Walker,  John  W.  Mentioned .  781 

Walker,  Leroy  P.  Mentioned .  708,728 

For  correspondence,  see  War  Department ,  C.  S. 

Walker,  Nathan.  Mentioned . 781,787 

Walker,  William.  Mentioned .  597 

Walker,  William  M.  Mentioned .  214 

Wallace,  Captain.  Mentioned .  767 

Wallach,  Dr.  Mentioned .  235 

Wanderer,  Slave  yacht.  Mentioned .  322 

War  Department,  C.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Anderson,  J.  R .  521 

Clark,  Henry  T .  137, 138 

Huger,  Benjamin .  760 

Magruder,  John  B .  750 

Milligan,  J.  F . 742 

Navy  Department,  C.  S .  733,  739 

Yuell,  E .  59 

War  Department,  17.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Coriell,  A.S.  . .  23 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  66,  312,  313,  662,  676,  677 

Wool,  JohnE .  662,677 

Ward,  Edward  W.  Report  of  destruction  of  British  ship  York .  521 
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Ward,  James  H.  Mentioned .  709 

Ward,  John  E.  Mentioned .  329 

Ward,  T.  A.  See  T.  A.  Ward,  Schooner. 

Warren  Winslow,  C.  S.  privateer  and  C.  S.  S. 


Order  for  transfer  of  crew  of,  to  receiving  ship  United  States .  7L8 

Orders  for  movements .  7^3 

Warwick  River,  Virginia.  Obstruction  of.  Communications  from  J.  B. 

Magruder .  777> 

Washburn,  Cornelius.  Mentioned .  000 

Washington,  N.C.  Defenses  of.  Communications  from  D.  H.  Hill .  739 

Washington,  Prophet.  Mentioned .  81 

Waskro,  R.  T.  Correspondence  with 

Maclean,  Maris  &  Co .  99 

Moore,  Charles .  9° 

Waters,  Kate.  See  Kate  Waters,  Baric. 

Watmough,  James  H.  Mentioned .  50 

Watmough,  Pendleton  G. 

Mentioned .  41- 

Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  Union .  81 

Watson,  Dr.  Mentioned .  236 

Watson,  John.  Mentioned .  339 

Watson,  Josiah.  Mentioned .  3,17,66 

Watson,  P.  H.  For  correspondence,  see  War  Department,  U.  S. 

Watson,  Robert.  Mentioned .  339 

Watson,  Thomas.  See  Thomas  Watson,  Bark. 

Watson,  W.,  &  Co.  Mentioned . .  411 

Watson,  W.  H.,  &  Co.  Mentioned . . . - .  337 

Watson,  William.  Mentioned .  339 

Watters,  John.  Mentioned .  163,204,748 

Webb,  L.  N.  Mentioned .  626 

Webb,  W.  G.  Correspondence  with  commandant  of  Norfolk  navy  yard .  744 

Webb,  William  A.  Mentioned .  772 

Weber,  Max.  Mentioned . . .  121,160,198 

Webster,  Henry  C.  Mentioned .  613,614,621 

Webster,  Newman.  Mentioned . . .  297 

Weidman,  John.  Mentioned .  332 

Weldon  N.  Edwards,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  781 

Welles,  Gideon.  Mentioned . 75,87,92,94 

103,  108,  132,  158,  237,  248,  256,  257,  306,  359,  361,  362,  400,  476,  507,  662,  668 
For  correspondence,  see  Navy  Department,  U.  S. 

Wells,  Francis  S. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Isaac  N.  Seymour .  445 

Correspondence  with  L.  M.  Goldsborough .  485,  495 

Mentioned . - .  527,  551,  558,  591,  606,  623,  657 

Reports  of. 

Isaac  N.  Seymour,  U.  S.  S.  Loss  of,  February  20,  1862 .  657 

Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina.  Battle  of,  February  7  and  8, 1862.. .  574 

Wells,  John,  &  Son.  Mentioned .  541,542 

Wendell,  Tunis  D.  Mentioned .  689 

Werden,  Reed. 

Correspondence  with 

Dunsmore,  Daniel .  556 

Goldsborough,  L.  M . . .  261,  318,  319,  410,  497,  628 

Hotchkiss,  Willjapi  J . . , . 402 
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Werden,  Reed — Continued. 

Correspondence  with  page 

Jeffers,  William  N .  429 

Lardner,  J.  L .  .  289 

Lowry,  R.  B .  345,  378)  397 

MacDiarmid,  John .  4q3 

Marshall,  Benjamin .  4q4 

Phelps',  Thomas  S .  42g 

Rowan,  Stephen  C .  543 

Westervelt,  Jacob .  345 

Mentioned. . . .  275,  364,  400,  402,  412,  413,  418,  480,  527,  551,  574,  586,  587,  592,  593,  657 
Reports  of. 

Baltimore,  Schooner.  Capture  of .  342 

Charity,  Schooner.  Seizure  of . 480 

Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 

Engagements  between  U.  S.  vessels  and  Confederates  in .  377,  464 

Movements  of  Confederate  vessels  in .  344,  389 

North  Carolina.  Obstruction  of  inlets  of .  315,  316,  344,  414,  428 

Prony,  French  war  steamer.  Loss  of,  November  5,  1861 .  397,  400,  401 

Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina.  Battle  of,  February  7  and  8, 1862.  555,  556 
Wesley,  John.  See  John  Wesley ,  Schooner. 

West,  John.  Mentioned .  553 

Western  World,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . 583 

Westervelt,  Jacob. 

Mentioned .  378 

Reports  of. 

Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.  Value  of  Confederate  vessels  captured  and 

destroyed  in  battle  of .  622 

Ocracoke  Inlet,  North  Carolina.  Obstruction  of . . .  345 

Westfield,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  665,669,673 

West  India,  Bark.  Mentioned .  653 

West  India  Squadron. 

Discontinuance  of .  145 

Movements  of  vessels.  Report  of  G.  J.  Pendergrast . .  52,  84,  92 

Pendergrast,  G.  J.,  relinquishes  command  of . 183 

West  Point,  Va.  Defenses  of. 

Armament . . . .  746 

Reports  of  William  C.  Whittle . .  724,  734 

Westrelay,  Captain.  Mentioned . 653 

Whaley,  Edward  T.  Mentioned .  339 

Wharton,  Arthur  D.  Mentioned .  88 

Whealton,  John  A.  M.  Correspondence  with  L.  M.  Goldsborough . .  337 

Wheaton,  Daniel.  Mentioned . 338 

Wheaton,  John  B.  Mentioned .  339 

Whelen,  E.  S.,  jr.  Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  Union . .  81 

Whelton,  John  D.,  jr.  Mentioned .  339 

Whitaker,  C.  For  correspondence,  see  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  U.  S.  Consul  at. 
Whitbee,  James  P.  See  Jaynes  P.  Whitbee,  Schooner. 

White,  Captain.  Mentioned .  268 

White,  A.  P.  Mentioned .  754,  755,  764 

White,  Arthur  P. 

Deposition  as  to  manifest  of  schooner  Charity .  481 

Mentioned .  480 

White,  Charles.  Mentioned .  292 

White,  George  B.  Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  Union . - .  81 

White,  John.  Mentioned .  836 
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White,  Moses  J.  Mentioned .  487 

White,  Perry.  Mentioned .  199 

Whitehall,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of .  413, 414,  427,  432,  534,  660 

Engagement  with  C.  S.  8.  Sea  Bird,  December  29,  1861 .  492 

Mentioned . - . ■■ .  516,  526,  603,  668 

Movements  of . .  409,  425 

Orders  for  movements .  428,  433,  457,  464,  495 

Whitehead,  U.  S.  S. 

Battles  of 

Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.,  February  10,  1862 .  616-618 

Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina,  February  7  and  8,  1862 .  572,  573 

Blocking  of  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal .  638 

French,  Charles  A.,  appointed  to  command .  445 

Mentioned .  527,  551,  554, 

562,  566,  567,  581,  582,  586,  589, 590,  592,  603,  606-608,  623,  654,  665,  692.  694 

Movements  of .  445,  497 

Orders  for  movements .  491 

Whiting,  G-.  C.  Mentioned .  57,59 

Whiting,  Samuel.  For  correspondence,  see  Nassau,  New  Providence,  U.  S. 

Consul  at. 

Whiting,  William  D. 

Mentioned .  324,  325 

Report  of  destruction  of  ship  Thomas  Watson .  326 

Whitney,  Joseph.  See  Joseph  Whitney,  U.  S.  transport. 

Whittle,  William  C. 

Mentioned .  732 

Report  of  defenses  of  York  River,  Virginia .  724,  734 

Whutson,  William.  Mentioned .  338 

Wiegel,  William  H.  Mentioned .  63,73 

Wierland,  Frederick.  Mentioned .  613,  621 

Wild  Pigeon,  Sloop.  Seizure  of .  17 

Wilding,  Henry.  For  correspondence,  see  Liverpool,  U.  S.  Consul  at. 

Wiilet  S.  Robbins,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  8 

William  Badger,  U.  S.  ship.  Mentioned .  75,  257,  603 

William  G-.  Putnam,  U.  S.  S. 

Battles  of 

Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.,  February  10,  1862 .  620 

Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina,  February  7  and  8,  1862 .  576,577 

Efforts  to  render  assistance  to  wrecked  French  war  steamer  Prony .  402 

Inefficiency  of  commanding  officer  of .  308,  319 

Mentioned .  248,  256,  264, 

265,  267,  270,  271, 275,  282,  309,  316,  344,  365,  377,  397,  398,  401,  404,  418,  422, 
527,  551,  552,  554,  561,  562,  566,  581-584,  586-589,  592,  603,  606,  610,  623,  631 

Operations  in  Hatteras  Inlet . .  428,  429 

Ordered  to  duty  in  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron .  234 

William  H.  Northrup,  Schooner. 

Capture  of .  487-489 

Mentioned .  164, 166 

William  L.  Jones,  Vessel.  Mentioned .  268 

William  L.  Montague,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  218 

William  W.  Burns,  Vessel.  Mentioned .  268 

Williams,  Mr.  Mentioned .  637 

Williams,  A.  C.  See  A.  C.  Williams,  Schooner. 


INDEX. 


893 


Williams,  Ed.  Mentioned .  797 

Williams,  Erasmus.  Mentioned .  297 

Williams,  G.  C. 

Correspondence  with  William  Faxon .  182 

Mentioned .  ^ 

Williams,  John.  Mentioned .  jq2 

Williams,  John,  Mrs.  Mentioned . 

Williams,  Nassa  S.  Mentioned .  612  655 

Williams,  Thomas. 

Correspondence  with  Andrew  Bryson .  g30 

Mentioned .  344,  378;  413j  583;  586)  629 

Williams,  William.  Mentioned .  j8q 

Williams,  William  T.  Mentioned .  gg4 

Williams,  William  W.  Mentioned .  339 

Williamsburg,  Va.  Defenses  of.  Communications  from 

Hunt,  T.  G .  737 

Jones,  Catesby  ap  R .  737 

Williamson,  John  D.  Mentioned .  g4g 

Williamson,  William  P.  Mentioned .  7g5 

Willington,  A.  S.,  &  Co.  Anonymous  communication  to,  from  Halifax,  Nova 

Scotia . . . . . .  xgg 

Williston,  P.  P.  See  P  F.  Willieton,  Schooner. 

Willoughby’s  Point,  Va.  Preparation  of  ordnance  for,  by  Confederates. 

Communications  from  John  A.  Dix .  452 

Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Blockade  of. 

Communications  from 

Dix,  John  A . 4g7 

Hewett,  W.  N.  W .  184 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  473 

State  Department,  U.  S .  467 

Orders  and  instructions,  L.  M.  Goldsborough .  260 

334,  380,  417,  463,  465, 478,  490 

Reports  of 

Braine,  D.  L .  499 

Browne,  George  W .  487 

Glisson,  O.  S .  477,  483, 511,  545 

Green,  Charles .  353,  391,  427 

Lockwood,  Samuel .  11 

Stringham,  S.  H .  11 

Destruction  of  light-ship  off.  Report  of  O.  S.  Glisson .  493 

Escape  of  C.  S.  S.  Nashville  into.  Orders  and  instructions,  Navy  Depart¬ 
ment,  U.  S .  683 

Wilson,  Captain.  Mentioned .  268 

Wilson,  Steamer.  Mentioned . - .  786,787 

Wilson,  Archibald.  Mentioned .  102 

Wilson,  George,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  9 

Wilson,  Henry.  Mentioned .  163 

Wilson,  John  P.  Correspondence  with  Catesby  ap  R.  Jones .  700 

Wilson,  Robert.  Mentioned . 297 

Wilson  Small,  Steamer. 

Examination  of,  by  U.  S.  S.  Fanny .  73 

Order  of  B.  F.  Butler  concerning .  63 

Winjtro,  Griffin.  Mentioned .  338 
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Winans  Tank.  Correspondence  regarding  detention  of .  346-350 

Winchester,  John  F.  Mentioned .  127 

Windward,  Blockade  runner.  Mentioned .  685 

Winfield  Scott,  Vessel.  Mentioned . 416 

Wingan,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  89 

Winslow,  C.  S.  privateer.  See  Warren  Winslow,  C.  S.  privateer. 

Winslow,  Warren. 

Correspondence  with 

Duvall,  R.  C _ - .  27 

Rowan,  Stephen  C .  1^5 

Thompson,  W.  Beverskaw .  713 

Mentioned .  2^1 

Winton,  N.  C.  Engagement  at,  February  19  and  20, 1862.  See  Chowan  River, 

North  Carolina,  Reconnoissance  of. 

Winyho,  Pilot  boat.  Mentioned . - .  328 

Wise,  Henry  A. 

Correspondence  with 

H  u  ger ,  B  en j  ami  .  760,  762 

Lynch,  William  F .  754 

Mentioned .  236,  591,  599,  600,  608,  609,  624,  626,  631,  639,  760,  761,  763,  769 

Wise,  John  E.  Mentioned .  236 

Wise,  Tully.  Mentioned .  236 

Wohmsley,  John  P.  Mentioned . —  781 

Wood,  Captain.  Mentioned .  728 

Wood,  Lemuel  C.  Mentioned .  148,298,335,336 

Wood,  Mary.  See  Mary  Wood,  Schooner. 

Wood,  William  M.  Mentioned .  544 

Woodhull,  M.  S. 

Mentioned .  484 

Report  of  movements  of  U.  S.  S.  Narragansett .  358 

Woodhull,  Maxwell.  Mentioned .  152 

Woodley,  T.  J.  Mentioned . 379 

Woodward,  Thomas  J. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Shawsheen .  490 

Correspondence  with  Louis  M.  Goldsborough .  495 

Mentioned .  527,551,606,623 

Reports  of. 

Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.  Battle  of,  February  10, 1862 .  618 

Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina.  Battle  of,  February  7  and  8, 1862. ..  577 

Wool,  General  J.  E.  See  General  J.  E.  Wool,  Supply  boat. 

Wool,  John  E. 

Correspondence  with 

Crosby,  Peirce .  115 

Dix,  JohnE .  452,681 

Goldsborough,  L.  M .  259,  299,  311,  351,  432,  434,  435,  501,  504,  514,  515 

McClellan,  George  B . 486 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  168 

Phelps,  John  W .  351 

Scott,  Winfield .  82, 106,  313 

Stringham,  Silas  H .  108 

War  Department,  U.  S .  662,  677 

General  orders  regarding  expedition  to  Hatteras  Inlet..- .  112 

Mentioned .  82 

84,  102,  107-110,  115,  116,  167, 168, 195,  234,  310,  312,  313,  350,  351,  364,  384* 
432,  436,  437,  486,  496,  525,  532,  640,  650,  659,  661,  662,  663,  676,  677,  682,  687 
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Worden,  John  L.  Page. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Monitor .  517 

Assumes  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Monitor .  522 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  529,  659 

Navy  yard,  New  York,  Commandant  of .  679 

Designated  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Monitor .  515  516 

Mentioned .  84,  67i’  681 

Reports  of. 

Monitor,  U.  S.  S. 

Defective  steering  qualities  of .  670 

Departure  of,  from  New  York .  684 

Fitting  out  of . .  595,  534 

Readiness  of,  for  trial  trip . . .  676 

Wright,  Ambrose  R. 

Mentioned .  626 

Report  of  capture  of  IT.  S.  Army  steamer  Fanny,  October  1,  1861 .  277 

Wright,  James  D.  Mentioned .  215 

Wright,  John.  Mentioned . 656 

Wright,  W.  &  R.  Mentioned .  482 

Wyatt,  Henry.  Mentioned .  338 

Wyman,  Robert  H.  Mentioned .  314,686 

Y ankee,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  46,  50, 155, 161, 192, 198 

Yard,  Edward  M. 

Application  of,  for  additional  guns  for  U.  S.  ship  Dale . . . .  220 

Correspondence  with  L.  M.  Goldsborough .  251,  343 

Mentioned .  215,  314,  343 

Reports  of. 

Dale,  U.  S.  ship.  Cruise  from  August  11  to  September  14,  1861 .  218 

Specie,  Schooner.  Capture  of .  317 

Yates,  William.  Mentioned .  439 

Yerby,  Lemuel.  Mentioned . 35,37 

York,  C.  S.  privateer.  Mentioned .  71,  88, 102, 103,  795 

York,  British  ship. 

Destruction  of .  520,521 

Mentioned . 690 

Y ork,  Pilot  boat.  Mentioned . -  - .  68,  79,  793 

York  River,  Virginia. 

Blockade  of. 

Communications  from 

Goldsborough,  L.  M .  435 

Mansfield,  J.  K.  F .  671 

Marston,  John . - .  671 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . .  670,  671 

Orders  and  instructions  from  L.  M.  Goldsborough .  433,  515 

Report  of  John  Humphrey .  446,469,484 

Defenses  of. 

Armament . - .  746 

Communications  from  J.  K.  F.  Mansfield .  666-668 

Report  of  William  C.  Whittle .  724 

Rumored  presence  of  Confederates  on. 

Communication  from  John  E.  Wool. . .  432 

Reports  of 

Colhoun,  Edmund  R .  433 

Goldsborough,  L.  M .  432 
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Yorktown,*  C.  S.  S.  Paga 

Communication  from  Navy  Department,  U.  S.,  concerning .  250 

Mentioned .  207-209,  226,  257,  351,  435,  457,  659,  661,  662,  694,  709 

Yorktown,  Va.  Defenses  of. 

Armament .  746 

Communications  from  J.  B.  Magruder .  725,  730 

Reports  of  William  C.  Whittle .  724,734 

Young  America,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of .  307 

Mentioned .  25,  26, 192,  282,  336,  376,  418,  438,  512,  515,  603,  661 , 665,  668,  672,  673 

Movements  of .  447 

Orders  for  movements .  317 

Young  Greek,  Bark.  Reward  to  seamen  for  rendering  aid  to,  while  ashore 

on  Wolf  Trap  Shoal _ ' .  38 

Young  Rover,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of .  244,  391 

Mentioned .  211, 

236,  245,  261,  282,  283,  328,  329,  354,  370,  371,  392,  484,  496,  516,  603,  641 

Movements  of .  237,  418, 437 

Operations  in  York  River,  Virginia .  446,  469 

Orders  for  movements .  181,  433,  515 

Young,  Mastex-’s  Mate.  Mentioned . 21 

Young,  Mr.  Mentioned .  751 

Young,  George  T.  Mentioned .  339 

Young,  George  W.  Mentioned .  43 

Young,  James  A.  Mentioned .  615,621 

Young,  Theodore.  Mentioned . 338 

Yuell,  E.  Report  of  destruction  of  hark  Alvarado,  August  5,  1861 .  59 

Zenith,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  692,  788 

Zouave,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned .  472,  473, 582 

Zouave,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  515,  603,  661 

Attached  to  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron .  484 

Orders  for  movements .  512 


*  Known  also  as  C.  S.  S.  Patrick  Henry,  which  see. 
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